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^HIS  beautiful  volume  has  been  prepared  in  response  to  the  popular  de- 
mand for  the  preservation  of  local  history  and  biography.  The  method 
of  preparation  followed  is  the  most  successful  and  the  most  satisfactory 
yet  devised — the  most  successful  in  the  enormous  number  of  volumes  cir- 
culated, and  the  most  satisfactory  in  the  general  preservation  of  personal 
biography  and  family  record,  conjointly  with  local  history.  The  number 
of  volumes  now  being  distributed  seems  fabulous.  Careful  estimates  place  the 
number  circulated  in  Ohio  at  50,000  volumes;  Pennsylvania,  00,000;  New 
York,  75,000;  Indiana,  40,000;  Illinois,  40,000;  Iowa,  30,000;  Missouri,  25,- 
000;  Kansas,  20,000;  Tennessee,  20,000;  Kentucky,  25,000;' Georgia,  20,000; 
Alabama,  20,000;  Virginia,  25,000,  and  all  the  other  States  at  the  same  propor- 
tionate rate.  There  have  already  been  distributed  in  Arkansas,  including  this 
edition,  over  8,000  volumes,  and  about  one-half  of  the  State  is  yet  untouched. 
The  design  of  the  present  extensive  biographical  and  historical  research  in 
all  the  States  is  to  gather  and  preserve  in  attractive  form,  while  fresh  with  the  evidences  of 
truth,  the  enormous  fund  of  perishing  occurrence.  The  phenomenal  success  of  the  enterprise  is 
shown  in  the  enormous  number  of  volumes  circulated — more  than  1,000,000  in  the  last  fifteen 
years. 

Special  care  was  employed  and  great  expense  incurred  to  render  the  volume  accurate.  In 
all  cases  the  personal  sketches  were  submitted  by  mail  to  the  subjects,  for  revision  and  correc- 
tion, and  in  most  instances  were  improved  and  returned.  The  better  element  of  all  classes  was 
given  representation,  thus  placing  in  permanent  form,  for  all  time,  a work  of  general  merit. 
Nothing  promised  is  omitted.  The  publishers  with  pride  call  special  attention  to  the  superb 
mechanical  execution  of  the  volume.  They  warmly  thank  their  friends  for  the  success  of  their 
difficult  enterprise. 


October,  1800. 


THE  PUBLISHERS. 


.. 


CHAPTER  I. 


] 


Geology — Importance  of  Geologic  Study — Area  and  Cli- 
mate— Boundaries — Principal  Streams  of  the  State — 

The  Mountain  Systems — The  Great  Springs — Diversity 
of  Soils — Caves— The  Mines,  Their  Wonderful  Depos- 
its and  Formations 9-18 

CHAPTER  II. 

Archaeology — Remains  of  Flint  Arrow  and  Spear  Heads, 
and  Stone  and  Other  Ornaments — Evidences  of  Pre- 
historic People  along  the  Mississippi— Mounds,  etc., 
in  Other  Portions  of  tire  State — Local  Archaeologists 
and  Their  Work — The  Indians — Tribal  and  Race  Char- 
acteristics— The  Arkansas  Tribes — The  Cession  Trea- 
ties—The  Removal  of  the  Ckerokees,  Creeks  and 
Choetows — An  Indian  Alarm — Assassination  of  the 
Leaders,  etc.,  etc 19-33 

CHAPTER  III. 

Discovery  and  Settlement — De  Soto  in  Arkansas — Mar- 
quette and  Joliet — La  Salle.  Hennepin  and  Tonti — 
French  and  English  Schemes  of  Conquest  and  Dreams 
of  Power — Louisiana — The  “Bubble”  of  John  Law — 

The  Early  Viceroys  and  Governors  — Proprietary 
Change  of  Louisiana — French  aud  Spanish  Settlers 
in  Arkansas — English  Settlers — A Few  First  Settlers 
in  the  Counties — The  New  Madrid  Earthquake — Other 
Items  cf  Interest ‘34-34 

CHAPTER  IV. 

Organization — The  Viceroys  and  Governors — The  Attitude 
of  the  Royal  Owners  of  Louisiana — The  District  Divided 
— The  Territory  of  Arkansas  Formed  from  the  Territory 
of  Missouri — The  Territorial  Government — The  First 
Legislature — The  Seat  of  Government — Other  Legisla- 
tive Bodies — The  Duello — Arkansas  Admitted  to  State- 
hood— The  Constitutional  Conventions — The  Metaor- 
able  Reconstruction  Period — Legislative  Attitude  on 
the  Question  of  Secession — The  War  of  the  Governors, 
etc-.,  etc 34-44 

CHAPTER  V. 

Advancement  of  the  State — Misconceptions,  Removed — 
Effects  of  Slavery  upon  Agriculture — Extraordinary 
Improvements  Since  the  War — Important  Suggestions 


— Comparative  Estimate  of  Products — Growth  of  the 
Manufacturing  Interests. — Wonderful  Showing  of  Ar- 
kansas— Its  Desirability  as  a Place  of  Residence — State 
Elevations 4.,>-.:>3 

CHAPTER  VI. 

Politics — Importance  of  the  Subject — The  Two  Old  Schools 
of  Politicians  — Triumph  of  the  Jacksonians  — Early 
Prominent  State  Politicians  — The  Great  Question  of 
Secession — The  State  Votes  to  Join  the  Confederacy 
Horrorof  the  War  Period — The  Reconstruction  Distres- 
— The  Baxter-Brooks  Embroglio 53-55 

CHAPTER  VII. 

! Societies,  State  Institutions,  etc. — The  Ku  Klux  Klan— 
Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows — Ancient,  Free  and 
Accepted  Mason- — Grand  Army  of  the  Republic — Bu- 
[ reau  of  Mines — Arkansas  Agricultural  Associations — 
State  Horticultural  Society — The  Wheel — The  State 
Capital— The  Capitol  Building— State  Libraries— State 
Medical  Society — State  Board  of  Health — Deaf  Mute 
Institute  — School  for  the  Blind — Arkansas  Lunatic 
Asylum— Arkansas  Industrial  l ul versitv  — The  State 
Debt 50-04 

CHAPTER  VIII. 

The  Bench  and  Bar— An  Analytic  View  of  the  Profession 
of  Law— Spanish  and  French  Laws— English  Common 
j Law — The  Legal  Circuit  Riders — Territorial  <-a  w and 

I Lawyers— The  Court  Circuits— Early  Court  Officers — 

The  Supreme  Court — Prominent  Members  the  Mate 

Bench  aud  Bar— The  Standard  of  the  Execution  of  Law 
in  the  State .<35-73 

CHAPTER  IX. 

The  Late  Civil  War— Analytical  View  of  the  Troublous 
Times — Passage  of  the  Ordinance  of  Secession — The 
Call  to  Arms — The  First  Troops  to  take  the  Fo  ld — In- 
vasion of  the  State  bv  the  Federal  Army — Siveich  of 
' the  Regiments — Names  of  Officers — Outline  of  b ioltl 
: Operations — Cleburne  and  Yell— Extracts  f:  urn  Private 

I Memoranda — Evacuation  of  the  State — Kc  oceepati  n 

— the  War  of  1S13- — The  Mexican  Aar — Standard  < 1 
American  Generalship <“~sl 


. 


CONTENTS. 


CHAPTES  X. 

Public  Enterprises — ' The  Real  L-tate  Bank  of  Arkansas — 
State  Roads  and  Other  Highways — Tlie  Military  Roads 
— Navigation  within  tlie  State  from  the  Earliest  Times 
to  the  Present — Decadence  of  State  Navigation — Steam- 
boat Racing — Accidents  to  Boat; — The  Rise  and  Growth 
of  the  Railroad  Systems — .V  Sketch  of  the  Different 
Lines — Other  Important  Considerations 82-S7 

CHAPTER  XI. 

The  Counties  of  the  State — Their  Formation  and  Changes 
of  Boundary  Lines,  etc.— Their  County  Seats  and  Other 
Iteins  of  Interest  Concerning  them — Defunct  Counties 
— New  Counties — Population  of  all  the  Counties  of  the 
State  at  every  General  Census 87-92 

CHAPTER  XII. 

Education — The  Mental  Type  Considered  — Territorial 
Schools.  Laws  and  Funds — Constitutional  Provisions 
for  Education — Legislative  Provisions— Progress  since 
the  War — The  State  Superintendents  — Statistics  — 
Arkansas  Literature — The  Arkansaw  Traveler 93-97 

CHAPTER  XIII. 

The  Churches  of  Arkansas— Appearance  of  the  Mission- 
aries— Church  Missions  Established  in  the  'Wilderness — 

The  Leading  Protestant  Denominations — Ecclesiastical 
Statistics — General  Outlook  from  a Religious  Stand- 
point . . . : 98-101 

CHAPTER  XIV. 

/Names  Illustrious  in  Arkansas  History— Prominent  Men- 
tion of  Noted  Individuals — Ambrose  H,.Scyier — 'Will- 
iam E.  Woodruff  — John  "Wilson — John  Hemphill  — 
Jacob  Barkman — Dr.  Bowie— Sandy  Faulkner — Samuel 
H.  Hempstead — Trent.  Williams,  Shinn  Families,  and 
Others — The  Conways — Robert  Crittenden — Archibald 
Yell  — Judge  David  "Walker — Gen.  G.  D.  Royston— 
Judge  James  W.  Bates 102-112 

CHAPTER  XV. 

History  of  Clark  County  — Location  — Topography  — 
Streams  — Water  Supply — Salt  Basin — Soil — Timber — 
Mineral;— Date  of  Settlement— First  Settlers— County- 
Organization — Present  Boundary  — Common  Pleas 
Court — Synopsis  First  Term— First  Attorneys  Admitted 
— First  Grand  Jury— First  Civil  Townships — Removal 
of  County  Seat — County  Buildings — County  Officers — 
Courts — Bar — Resources  — Agriculture  — Taxable 
Wealth  — Railr> elds  — Lumber  Statistics — Civil  War — 
Armies  of  Price  and  Steele — Towns — Press — Schools 
and  School  Statistics — College;- — Old  Blind  Asylum — 
Churches— Population.  Sketches .113-180 

CHAPTER  XVI. 

Miller  County — Ilovr  it  Looks — Drainage — Natural  Wealth 
— Pruduel.nm: — Eutran;  i ot  Pioneer;  • — Squatter-  ana 


Permanent  Settlers — List  of  Entries — An  Organization 
Desired — Township  Formation — Assessment  for  Taxa- 
tion— Population  and  Voters — Public  Servants — Arrival 
of  Railways  — Lumber  Interests — Judicial  Matters— 
Military  Affairs — Texarkana — A Sketch  of  its  History 
— Other  Places— Education  and  Religion — Individual 
Mention 1S1-210 

CHAPTER  XVII. 

/ 

Sevier  County — Location  and  Streams— Schools — Sketch 
of  Bench  and  Bar  — Criminal  Cases  — Newspapers  — 
Early  Settlement— Pioneers  and  Other  Settlers — Official 
Directory — Organization  — County  Courts  and  Public 
Buildings — Area — First  Grand  Jury — Secret  Societies — 
Military  Items  — Towns  and  Villages  — Lockesburg — 
Paraclifta — Nor  woods  vi  lie — Browntown — Chapel  Hill — 
Other  Villages — County  Statistics  and  Finauces— Re- 
sources— Biographies 211-237 

CHAPTER  XVIII. 

Howard  County — Resources  — Agriculture  — Stock-Rais- 
ing, etc.— Geologic  Interests — Valuation,  Assessment 
and  Taxation  — Roster  of  Public  Servants — County 
Formation  and  Seat  of  Justice — Buildings  for  Public 
Use  — Statistics — Situation  and  Physical  Features— 
Church  History — Lodges,  Secret  and  Social — Journal- 
ism— Scholastic  Affairs  — The  Legal  Bar — Prominent 
Cases — Negro  Uprising; — Ho  ward  during  War  Time; — 
Commercial  Centers  —Nashville — Centre  Point — Anti- 
mony City — Mineral  Springs — Other  Towns  and  Vil- 
lages— Personal  Memoirs..  . 2-38-304 

CHAPTER  XIX. 

Pike  County — Geologic  Formation— Sources  of  Revenue 
— Advantages  for  Residents — Heaitiifulness — Products, 
etc.- — Situation — Surface  Cons tr ue tb m— How  B- muded 
— Streams  — Some  Old  Settlers  — Familiar  Names — 
School  Interests — A Good  Showing — Officials  of  the 
County — During  War  Times  — Troops  for  Service — - 
Financial.  Showing — Matters  of  Legal.  Importance — 
Judicial  Affairs  — Organization  — Judicial  Center  — 
Church  and  Lodge  History— Sketch  ot  Murfreesboro — 
Royston — Other  Towns — Personal  Mention 305-340 

CHAPTER  XX. 

Lafayette  County  — Formation  — Early  Official. — Court- 
house— Representation — List  of  Officers — Boundary — 
Financial  showing — Valuation — Population — Political 
— Territorial  Judge; — Circuits — Court  Affairs — Before 
the  War — Early  Inhabitants — Pioneer  Topics — War  and 
Reconstruction  Days — The  New  Awakening — Railways 
and  Towns  — Lewis  wile  — Ministers  and  Teachers  — 
Lafayette’s  Boundless  Resources — Private  Records  ..847-376 

CHAPTER  XXI. 

History  of  Hempstead  County — Location — Character  of 
Formation — Water  Supply — Temperature — Settlement 
— Removal  of  the  Choctaws — County  Organization — 


CONTEXTS. 


Temporary  and  Permanent  Seat  of  Justice — County 
Seat  Commissioners — An  Early  Grand  Jury — County 
and  Legislative  Officers — Buildimrs — Courts — Noted  At- 
torneys— Criminal  Record  — Wars  — Population — Po- 
litical Aspect — Railroads — Taxable  Wealth — Resources 
Lumbering — Washington  the  County  Seat — The  Press 

— Other  Towns  — Bingen  Union  Academy  — Hope 

Female  Institute  — School  System  — Statistics — Early 
Preachers — Camp  Meetings — Religious  Denominations 
—Sketches 377-454 

CHAPTER  XXII. 

Columbia  County — In  Civil  War  Times — Military  Repre- 
sentation— Planters  and  Slaves — Pioneer— Early  Days 
Peculiar  Organization — First  Judicial  Affairs — Matters 
of  Public  Interest — Valuation,  etc. — Population — Cot- 
ton Fields  and  Woodland— Sources  of  Wealth — Rail- 
ways— Commercial  Points  — Magnolia — Its  History — 
Other  Places  — Educational  Advantages— Courts  — 
Temples  of  Worship — Family  History 455-521 

CHAPTER  XXIII. 

Little  River  County — Population — Elections — Richmond — 

Its  History— Other  places — Education — Places  of  Wor- 
ship— First  Iu-eomers — Effects  of  Civil  War  Hereabouts 
— Organization — Early  Court  Records — Judicial  Affairs 

— Officers  — Position  — Description  of  County  — Re- 
sources— Private  Matters 522-549 

CHAPTER  XXIV. 

Nevada  County — Organization — Early  Judicial  Matters — 
County  Seat  — Officials  in  Service  — Enumeration  — 
Politics — Schools  and  Churches — Court  Affairs — Crim- 
inal Record — During  War  Days — Ton  us  and  Villages — 
County  Boundary  and  Extent — Topographical  Features 
—Productive  Capacity  — Settlement  — Adaptability  to 
Agriculture,  etc. — Valuation — Railroads — Lumber  In- 
terests— Family  History 550-591 

CHAPTER  XXV. 

Cleveland  (Formerly  Dorsey)  County — Description — Sta- 
tistics— Organization  — Couuty  Seat  and  Buildings — 

Seat  of  Justice — Division  into  Townships — Bounda- 
ries— Changes  of  Township  Lines — List  of  Successive 
County  Officers — Circuit  Court— Religious  aud  Educa- 
tional Advancement — Villages  and  Post-offices — Early 
Settlers — The  Civil  War— The  County  Press — Railroads 
and  General  Progress — Biographical  Sketches 592-030 

CHAPTER  XXVI. 

Ouachita  County — The  Ouachita  Valley — Do  Soto,  Fahre 
and  the  Nunns — Ecorc  a Fabry  and  Cauideu,  or  One 
Site  and  Two  County  Scats — River  and  Railway — A 
Commercial  Capital  and  Other  Centers — In  Times  ■•£  ~v 
War,  More  Soldiers  than  Voters — Before  the  Judge  — 


CHAPTER  XXVII. 

Dallas  County — Tulip,  Princeton  and  Fordyce,  or  Past, 
Present  aud  Future — Ante  Bellum  Days  or  Wealth  and 
Aristocracy — Schools  of  Learning  and  Refinement — 
Religious  Activity— The  Cross-Fire  of  18(51-65 — Legal 
Contests  — Civil  Organization  — Her  Resources  — 
Memoirs 704-739 

CHAPTER  XXVIII. 

Bradley  County — Position  — Extent  — Surface  — Produc- 
tions-— Character  of  Soil — Stock-Raising — Pi tpulation — 
History  of  First  Comers — Names  of  Pioneers — Some 
Inconveniences — Some  First  Things — Military  Mat- 
ters— Scholastic  Affairs — Circuit  Court  Transactions — 
Legal  Interests — Couuty  Formation — Names  of  Town- 
ships— Post-offices — Advantages — Assessment  aud  Val- 
uation— County  Court — Towns  and  Villages — Warren — 
Public  Buildings — County  Officers — Family  Records. 740-777 

CHAPTER  XXIX 

Calhoun  County — Marts  of  Trade — Hampton’s  History— 
Chambersville — Summerville—  Other  Places — County 
Organization  and  First  Court — Proceedings — Pioneer 
Residents— Commencement  of  Settlement — Attractions 
Offered  — Natural  Resources — Agriculture,  Timber, 
etc. — Soil — Legal  Practitioners — Noted  Cases — Relig- 
ious Advantages  — During  War  Times  — Scholastic 
Items — Newspapers — Situation. — How  Bounded  — Sur- 
face Formation — Climate — Roll  of  Public  Officers — 
Center  of  Justice — Court-house  and  Jail — Financial 
and  Statistical — Sketches ; .. 773-376 

CHAPTER  XXX. 

Union  County — Natural  Wealth— Timber  and  Coal — Agri- 
cultural Lands — Productions — Health — Water  Courses 
— Military  Operations — Cou  nty  Formation — First  Coun- 
ty Court — Buildings  for  Public  Use — Far  tv  Legal  Pro- 
ceedings— Financial  Presentation—  Journalistic  Enter- 
prises— Position  of  County — Topographical  Nature- 
Old  Settlers — List  of  Officials — Ecclesiastical  History — 
Secret  Organizations — Bench  and  Bar — Noted  Cases  — 
School  Matters  — Commercial  Points  — El  Dorado  — 
Champagnolle — Hills  bon  > — Other  Towns — Mention  of 
Pri iminent  Families 817-873 

CHAPTER  XXXI. 

Ashley  County — Organization  and  Limits — Early  Court 
Affairs — Circuit  Court — Roll  of  Attorneys — I.-.-gal  Exe- 
cutions—Public  Structures — Li  - 1 of  Public  Servant* — 
Appearance  of  Settlers — -Homes  Taken — Pioneer  Fv- 
p erienees — Early  Marriages — Extent  of  Couuty — V a r i e - 
ty  of  Soil — Water  Supply — Resource.- — Financial  Con- 
dition — Townships  — Post-offices  — Communication  — 

War  Matter- Bu-im-ss  Canter-  — - Hamburg — popin' 

Bluff  — Public  and  Private  Schools — Eccicsiasth.ui — 


CONTEXTS. 


CHAPTER  XXXII. 

Drew  County — First  White  Settlers — Location  of  Settle- 
ments— Some  “First  Things  ” — Reminiscences — Form- 
ation— Change  of  Boundaries — Municipal  Townships — 
Post-offices — Railroads  and  Highways — Matters  of  .Ju- 
dicial Importance  — Court  Records — At torneys — Early 
Marriages — Civil  Proceedings — Wealth  and  Population 
— Distribution  of  Personal  Property — Names  of  County 
Officers — Sketch  of  Mouticello — Tillar,  Baxter  and  Col- 
lins—Other  Stations — Industries — Resources — Position 
— Physical  Features  — Military  Items  — Family  His- 
tory   927-073 

CHAPTER  XXXIII 

Lincoln  County,  Importance — Resources  and  Statistics — 
Township  — Public  Servants  — Environment  — J udicial 
Affairs — Early  Attorneys — The  Star  City  and  Varner 
Courts — Constitutional  Convention  of  187-1 — Location 
of  the  County  Seat  — Settlement  — Star  City,  Tyro, 
Varner  — Other  Post-offices — Schools  and  Churches — 
Journals — “War  Times” — Engagement  at  Branchville 
— Railways — Biographical 974-996 


CHAPTER  XXXIV. 

Desha  County — Location — Soil  and  Products — Geology — 
Timber — Overflows  of  the  Mississippi — Organization — • 

The  Records — County  Officers— Courts — Pioneers — His- 
tory of  the  Scat  of  Justice — Railroads  and  River  Traffic 
— Desha  in  the  War — A Remarkable  Document — Ruf- 
fianism and  Crime  — Arkansas  City  and  Her  Sister 
Towns  and  Villages — Schools  and  Churches — Census 
Statistics — Property  Valuation — The  Press— Biograph- 
ical  997-1057 

CHAPTER  XXXV. 

Chicot  County — Its  Location  and  Productiveness — Water 
—Levee  System — Land  Values — Statistics  of  Production 
— Lumber  Trade  and  River  Traffic- — Population  and 
Valuation  — Organization  — Township  Boundaries — 
Seat  of  Justice — Bench  and  Bar — Chicot's  Officers — Set- 
tlement— Some  H istoric  Names — Towns  and  Villages — 
Exciting  Events  at  Old  Columbia — In  the  Civil  War — 
Battle  of  Ditch  Bayou — Railroad  History  and  Prospects 
— The'  Press — Churches  and  Schools — History  of  Indi- 
viduals   1053-108S 


PORTRAITS. 


J.  R.  Dale between  120-121 


J.  A.  Smith 171-172  ! 

Martin  F uster 193-194 

Judge  John  H.  Bell 251-252  J 

W.  C.  Sypert 295-296 

J.  O.  A.  Bush 319-320 

William  Pillburry  369-370  ' 

I)r.  John  R.  Wolff 451-452 

A.  J.  Brewer 471-472 

J.  F.  Smith 509-510 

Isaac  B.  Williams 637-638  ! 

J.  W.  Brown 659-660 


IT.  G.  Bunn pages  659-660 

William  P.  Hale 671-072 

J.  R.  Thornton 697-698 

David  W.  Sutton 769-776 

J.  W.  Dickinson 1017-1018 

Abner  McGehc.j  1031-1032 

Henry  Thane 1047-1 0JS 

J.  M.  WhiiehUl .1053-1054 

John  C.  Conncriy 1059-1000 

R.  H.  Conncriy 1071-1072 

D.  H.  Reynolds 1081-1082 

I.  M.  Worthington 1089-1090 


V/  ‘ 

— d • 

(xro 


V 


Geology— Importance  of  Geologic  Study— Area  and  Climate— Boundaries— Principal  Streams 
of  the  State— The  Mountain  Systems— The  Great  Springs— Diversity  of  Soils— 

Caves— The  Mines,  their  Wonderful  Deposits  and  Formations. 


Such  blessings  Nature  pours, 

O’erstoeked  mankind  enjoys  but  half  her  stores. — Young. 


HE  matter  of  first  impor- 
1 tance  for  every  civilized  peo- 
ple to  know  is  the  economic 
geology  of  the  country  they 
inhabit.  The  rocks  and  the 
climate  are  the  solution  in 
the  end  of  all  problems  of 
life,  as  they  are  the  prime  sources 
from  which  all  that  human  beings  j 
can  possess  comes.  The  measure  of  j 
each  and  every  civilization  that  has  | 
adorned  the  world  is  in  exact  de- 
gree with  the  people’s  knowledge  | 
xe;.  mi  |U3%of  the  natural  laws  and  the  envi- 
jv  ronraents  about  them. 

The  foundation  of  civilization 
vSt " §)■  rests  upon  the  agriculturists,  and 
nothing  can  be  of  more  importance  to  this  class 
than  some  knowledge  of  v,  hat  materials  plants  are 
composed,  and  the  source  from  whence  they  de 
rive  existence;  the  food  upon  which  plants  live 
and  grow;  how  they  are  nourished  or  destroyed; 
what  plant  food  is  appropriated  by  vegetation, 
itself,  without  man's  aid  or  intervention,  through 
the  natural  operations  in  constant  action.  The  ! 


schools  will  some  day  teach  the  children  these  use- 
ful and  fundamental  lessons,  and  then,  beyond  all 
perad venture,  they  will  answer  very  completely 
the  lately  pr  pounded  question:  “ Are  the  public 

schools  a failure?”  The  knowledge  of  the  ele- 
mentary principles  of  the  geology  of  this  country 
is  now  the  demand  of  the  age.  made  upon  all  na- 
tions, in  all  climes. 

The  character  of  vegetation,  as  vTell  as  the 
qualities  of  the  waters  and  their  action  upon  vege- 
table and  animal  life,  is  primarily  determined 
by  the  subjacent  rocks  on  which  the  soil  rests. 
Earth  and  air  are  but  the  combinations  of  the 
original  gases,  forming  the  solids,  liquids  and  the 
atmosphere  surrounding  the  globe.  The  soil  is 
but  the  decomposed  rocks — their  ashes,  in  other 
words,  and  hence  is  seen  the  imperative  necessity  of 
the  agriculturist  understanding  something  of  the 
rocks  which  lie  beneath  the  land  he  would  success- 
fully cultivate.  He  who  is  educated  in  the  simple 
fundamental  principles  of  geology — a thing  easier 
to  learn  than  is  the  difference  in  the  oaks  and  pines 
of  the  forest — to  him  there  is  a clear  comprehension 
of  the  life-giving  qualities  stored  in  the  surface 
rocks,  as  well  as  a knowledge  of  the  minerals  to  be 
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found  in  their  company.  A youth  so  educated  , 
possesses  incomparable  advantages  over  his  school 
companion  in  the  start  of  life,  who  has  concentrated 
his  energies  on  the  classics  or  on  metaphysical  sub- 
jects, whether  they  enter  the  struggle  for  life  as 
farmers,  stock  raisers,  miners  or  craftsmen.  It 
is  as  much  easier  to  learn  to  analyze  a rock,  min 
eral  or  soil,  than  to  learn  a Greek  verb,  as  the  one 
is  more  valuable  to  know  than  the  other.  All  true 
knowledge  is  the  acquirement  of  that  which  may 
aid  in  the  race  of  life,  an  education  that  is  so  prac- 
tical that  it  is  always  helpful  and  useful. 

The  geology  of  Arkansas,  therefore,  so  far  as 
given  in  this  chapter,  is  in  fact  but  the  outline  of 
the  physical  geography  of  one  of  the  most  interest- 
ing localities  of  the  continent,  and  is  written  j 


manner  that  will  reach  his  understanding. 


Within  the  boundary  lines  of  the  State  are  53,- 
045  square  miles,  or  33,948,800  acres.  It  has 
3, SOS,  800  more  acres  of  land  than  the  State  of 
New  York,  and  multiplies  many  times  the  com- 
bined natural  resources  of  all  the  New  England 
States.  It  has  2,756  miles  of  navigable  rivers. 

It  had  a population  in  1SS0,  as  shown  by  the 
census,  of  802,525.  Of  these  there  were  10,350 
foreigners  and  210.606  colored.  In  1820  the  Ter- 
ritory had  a population  of  14,255;  in  1830,  of  30,- 
338;  in  1840,  of  97,554;  in  1850,  of  209,897;  in 
1860,  of  435,450;  in  1870,  of  481,471.  (This 
was  the  Civil  War  decade.)  In  1SS5  the  popula- 
tion had  advanced  about  200,000  over  the  year 
I 18S0,  or  was  near  1,000,000.  In  188  < it  reached 
! the  figures  of  1,260,000.  or  an  increase  of  more 

i than  a quarter  of  a million  in  two  years,  and  there 

| is  reason  to  believe  this  increased  ratio  will  pass 
beyond  the  two  million  mark  in  the  next  census. 
At  least,  an  increase  of  one  hundred  per  cent  in 
the  ten  years  is  indicated.  Keeping  in  mind  that 
there  are  no  great  populous  cities  in  the  State,  it 
will  be  known  that  this  has  been  that  healthy  in- 
crease of  population  which  gives  glowing  promises 
for  the  future  of  the  State.  Here  the  agricultural 
districts,  and  the  towns  and  cities,  have  kept  even  j 
pace,  while  in  some  of  the  leading  States  of  the 
Mississippi  Yalley  the  great  cities  have  grown 


while  the  rural  population  has  markedly  decreased. 
These  are  serious  problems  to  reflective  minds  in 
those  States  where  the  cities  are  overgrowing  and 
the  country  is  declining.  Happily,  Arkansas  is 
troubled  with  no  such  indications  of  the  disturbed 
natural  distribution  of  its  people.  The  State, 
since  it  emerged  from  the  dark  and  evil  days  of 
civil  war  and  reconstruction,  has  not  only  not  been 
advertised  in  regard  to  its  natural  resources,  but 
has  been  persistently  slandered.  The  outside  world, 
more  than  a generation  ago,  were  plausibly  led 
to  believe  the  energy  of  its  citizens  was  justly 
typified  in  the  old  senseless  ballad,  “TlieArkan- 
saw  Traveler,”  and  the  culture  and  refinement  of 
its  best  people  are  supposed  to  be  told  in  the 
witty  account  of  Judge  Halliburton’s  “First  Piano 
in  Arkansas.”  The  ruined  hopes,  the  bankrupted 
fortunes  and  the  broken  hearts  that  are  the  most 
recent  history  of  the  Western  deserts,  form  some  of 
the  measure  the  poor  people  are  paying  for  the  de- 
ceptions in  this  regard  that  have  been  practiced 
upon  them.  These  silly  but  amusing  things  have 
had  their  effect,  but  they  were  pleasant  and  harm- 
less, compared  to  the  latest  phase  of  pretexts  for 
persistent  publications  of  the  cruelest  falsehoods 
ever  heaped  upon  the  heads  of  innocent  men.  But, 
in  the  end.  even  this  will  do  good;  it  is  to  be  seen 
now  among  the  people.  It  will  put  the  people  of 
the  State  upon  their  mettle,  resulting,  if  that  is 
not  already  the  fact,  in  giving  it  the  most  orderly, 
law  abiding,  peaceful  and  moral  people  of  any 
equal  district  of  the  Union. 

The  State  is  in  the  central  southern  portion  of 
the  great  Mississippi  Yalley,  and  in  climate,  soil, 

| rocks,  minerals  and  wrater  may  well  be  designated 
as  the  capital  of  this  “ garden  and  granary  of  the 
world,”  with  resources  beneath  the  surface  that 
are  not,  taken  all  together,  surpassed  on  the  globe. 
Its  eastern  line  is  the  channel  of  the  Mississippi 
River  “beginning  at  the  parallel  36  of  north  lati- 
tude, thence  vest  with  said  parallel  to  the  middle 
of  the  main  channel  of  the  St.  Francois  (Francis) 
River;  thence  up  the  main  channel  of  said  last  men- 
tioned river  to  the  parallel  of  36°  30'  of  north  lati- 
tude; thence  west  with  t he  last  mentioned  parallel, 
or  along  the  southern  line  of  the  State  of  Missouri, 
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to  the  southwest  corner  of  said  State;  thence  to  be 
bounded  on  the  west  to  the  north  bank  of  Red 
River,  as  designated  by  act  of  Congress  and  treat- 
ies, existing  January  1,  1837,  defining  the  western 
limits  of  the  Territory  of  Arkansaw,  and  to  be 
bounded  west  across  and  south  of  Red  River  by 
the  boundary  line  of  the  State  of  Texas  as  far  as 
the  northwest  corner  of  the  State  of  Tjouisiana; 
thence  easterly  with  the  northern  boundary  line  of 
said  last,  named  State  to  the  middle  of  the  main 
channel  of  the  Mississippi  River;  thence  up  the  I 
middle  of  the  main  channel  of  said  last  mentioned  | 
river,  including  an  island  in  said  river  known  as  | 
Belle  Point  Island,  and  all  other  land  as  originally 
surveyed  and  included  as  a part  of  the  Territory,  or  | 
State  of  Arkansas,  to  the  30°  of  north  latitude,  to  | 
the  place  of  beginning.”*  ■ I 

The  State  includes  between  its  north  and  south  j 
boundary  lines  the  country  lying  between  parallel  [ 
of  latitude  33°  north,  and  parallel  of  latitude  36° 
30'  north,  and  between  its  east  to  west  lines  the 
country  between  longitude  90°  and  a little  west  of 
longitude  94°  30'.  Its  geographical  position  on 
the  continent  assures  the  best  conditions  of  tem- 
perature, salubrity  and  rainfall,  this  being  shown 
by  the  absence  of  the  intense  heat  and  the  cold 
storms  of  the  higher  latitudes  and  the  drouths  of 
the  wrest. 

From  the  meteorological  reports  it  is  learned 
that  the  average  rainfall  in  the  State  during  June. 
July  and  August  is  sixteen  inches,  except  a narrow  | 
belt  in  the  center  of  the  State,  whete  it  is  eighteen  j 

* The  above  descriptive  boundary  lines  are  in  the  au- 
thoritative language  of  the  State  Constitutional  Conven- 
tion. To  understand  the  south  and  west  lines  necessitates 
a reference  to  the  treaties  and  acts  of  Congress.  The  fol- 
lowing would  simplify  the  descriptive  part  of  the  west 
and  south  lines:  Beginning  at  the  southwest  corner  of 
Missouri,  or  in  the  center  of  Section  19,  Township  21, 
Range  34  west  of  the  fifth  principal  meridian  line,  thence 
in  a straight  line  south,  bearing  a little  east  to  strike  the 
east  line  of  Section  4,  Township  S north,  Range  32  west; 
thence  in  a straight  line  south,  bearing  a little  west  to 
where  the  line  strikes  Red  River  in  Section  11,  Township 
13  south,  Range  33  west;  thence  along  said  river  to  the 
southwest  corner  of  Section  7,  Township  14  south.  Range  j 
2S  west;  thence  south  to  the  northwestcorner  of  the  north-  j 
east  quarter  of  Section  18,  Township  20  south.  Range  28  | 
west;  thence  east  along  the  33°  of  latitude  to  the  middle  ! 
of  the  channel  of  the  Mississippi  River;  thence  up  said 
river  to  the  place  of  beginning.  The  .State  lines  rub 
witli  the  lines  of  latitude  and  the  meridional  lines,  and 
not  with  the  government  survey  lines. 


inches,  and  a strip  on  the  western  portion  of  the 
State,  where  it  is  from  eight  to  fourteen  inches. 
Accurate  observations  covering  fifteen  years  give 
an  average  of  seventy- five  rainy  days  in  the  year. 

Of  twenty-three  States  where  are  reported  1 31- 
destructive  tornadoes,  four  were  iu  Arkansas. 

The  annual  mean  temperature  of  Los  Angeles, 
Cal.,  is  about  1°  less  than  that  of  Little  Rock. 

The  watershed  of  the  State  runs  from  the 
north  of  west,  to  the  southeast,  from  the  divide  of 
the  Ozark  Mountain  range,  except  a few  streams 
on  the  east  side  of  the  State,  which  flow  nearly 
parallel  with  the  Mississippi  River,  which  runs  a 
little  west  of  south  along  the  line  of  the  State. 
North  of  the  Ozark  divide  the  streams  bear  to  a 
northerly  direction. 

Of  the  navigable  rivers  within  its  borders  the 
Arkansas  is  navigable  505  miles;  Bartholomew 
Bayou,  08  miles;  Black  River.  147  miles;  Current 
River,  63  miles;  Fourche  La  Favre  River,  73 
miles;  Little  Missouri  River,  74  miles;  Little  Red 
River,  48  miles;  Little  River,  98  miles;  Missis- 
sippi River,  424  miles;  Ouachita  River,  134  miles; 
Petit  Jean  River,  105  miles;  Red  River,  92  miles; 
Saline  River,  125  miles;  St.  Francis  River,  ISO 
miles;  White  River ; 019  miles. 

These  streams  flow  into  the  Mississippi  River 
and  srive  the  State  an  unusual  navigable  liver 
frontage,  and  they  run  so  nearly  in  parallel  lines 
to  each  other  and  are  distributed  so  equally  as  to 
give,  especially  the  eastern  half  and  the  southwest 
part  of  the  State,  the  best  and  cheapest  transporta- 
tion facilities  of  any  State  in  the  Union.  These 
free  rivers  will  in  all  times  control  the  extortions  of 
transportation  lines  that  are  so  oppressive  to  the 
people  of  less  favored  localities. 

The  Arkansas  River  passes  diagonally  across 
the  center  of  the  State,  entering  at  Fort  Smith,  and 
emptying  into  the  Mississippi  at  Napoleon. 

South  of  this  the  main  stream  is  the  Ouachita 
River  and  its  tributaries;  the  Saline  River,  which 
divides  nearly  equally  the  territory  between  the 
Arkansas  and  Ouachita  Rivers;  and  the  Little  Mis- 
souri on  the  southwest,  which  divides  the  territory 
between  the  Ouachita  and  Red  Rivers.  North  of 
the  Arkansas,  and  about  equally  dividing  the  ter- 


12 


HISTORY  OF  ARKANSAS. 


ritory  between  the  Mississippi  and  the  Arkansas 
Rivers,  is  White  River,  running  nearly  southeast. 
Its  main  tributary  on  the  west  is  Little  Red  River, 
and  on  the  northeast  Black  River,  which  enters  the 
State  from  Missouri,  and  flows  southwesterly  and 
empties  into  the  White  at  Jacksonport,  Jackson 
County.  Another  important  tributary  is  Cache 
River,  which  flows  a little  west  of  south  from  Clay 
County,  emptying  into  the  White  near  Clarendon. 

Eel  River  is  in  the  northeast  corner  of  the 
State  and  partially  drains  Craighead  County. 
Eleven  Points,  Currant,  Spring  and  Strawberry 
Rivers  are  important  tributaries  of  Black  River.  St. 
Francis  River  flows  from  Missouri,  and  from  36° 
30'  north  latitude  to  36°  north  latitude  it  forms 
the  boundary  line  between  Missouri  and  Arkansas, 
and  continuing  thence  south  empties  into  the  Mis- 
sissippi a few  miles  above  Helena. 

Main  Fork  of  White  River  rises  in  Madison 
County  and  flows  northwest  in  and  through  Wash- 
ington County  into  Benton  County;  thence  north- 
east into  Missouri,  returning  again  to  Arkansas  in 
Boone  Countv.  Bi<r  North  Fork  of  White  River 

•>  O 

rises  in  the  south  central  part  of  Missouri,  flows 
southward,  and  forms  its  junction  in  Baxter  County. 
Ark.  La  Grue  River  is  a short  distance  south  of 
White  River;  it  rises  in  Prairie  County  and  joins 
the  White  in  Desha  County.  Middle  Fork  of 
Saline  River  rises  in  Garland  County  and  flows 
southeast.  Rolling  Fork  of  Little  River  rises  in 
Polk  and  passes  south  through  Sevier  County. 
Cassatot  River  also  rises  in  Polk  and  passes  south 
through  Sevier  County.  Clear  Fork  of  Little 
Missouri  rises  in  Polk  County  and  passes  south- 
east. East  Fork  of  Poteau  River  rises  in  Scott 
County  and  runs  nearly  due  west  into  the  Indian 
Territory.  L’Auguille  River  rises  in  Poinsett 
County  and  flows  through  Cross,  St.  Francis  and 
Lee  Counties,  and  empties  into  the  St  Francis 
within  a few  miles  of  the  mouth  of  the  latter.  Big 
Wattensaw  River  rises  in  Lonoke  County  and  runs 
east  into  Prairie  County,  and  empties  into  White 
River.  Muddy  Fork  of  Little  Missouri  River  rises 
in  Howard  County  and  runs  southeast.  Yache 
Grass  River  runs  north  through  Sebastian  County 
and  empties  into  the  Arkansas  River  east  of  Fort 


Smith.  Terre  Noir  River  runs  from  northwest  to 
the  southeast  in  Clark  County  and  empties  into 
Ouachita  River.  Sulphur  Fork  of  Red  River  en- 
ters the  State  from  Texas,  about  the  center  of  the 
west  line  of  Miller  County,  and  running  a little 
south  of  east  empties  into  Red  River.  Sabine  River 
flows  south  through  the  central  southern  portions  of 
the  State,  and  empties  into  the  Ouachita  River  near 
the  south  line  of  the  State. 

There  are  numerous  creeks  forming  tributa- 
ries to  the  streams  mentioned,  equally  distributed 
over  the  State,  which  are  fully  described  in  the  re- 
spective counties.  Besides  these  water-courses 
mention  should  properly  be  made  of  the  nineteen 
bayous  within  the  State’s  borders. 

The  Ozark  Mountains  pass  through  the  north- 
ern portion  of  Arkansas,  from  west  to  east,  and 
form  the  great  divide  in  the  watersheds  of  the 
State.  Rich  Mountains  are  in  the  central  western 
part,  and  run  east  from  its  west  line,  forming  the 
dividing  line  between  Scott  and  Polk  Counties, 
and  also  between  Scott  and  Montgomery  Counties, 
and  run  into  Yell  County. 

South  and  east  of  the  Rich  Mountains  are  the 
Silver  Leaf  Mountains,  also  running  east  and  west 
from  Polk  County,  through  Montgomery  to  Gar- 
land County.  These  are  the  mountain  formations 
seen  about  Hot  Springs.  Sugar  Loaf  Mountain 
is  in  Cleburne  County,  and  receives  its  name  from 
its  peculiar  shape.  It  is  in  the  northern  central 
part  of  the  State.  Another  mountain  of  the  same 
name,  containing  the  highest  point  in  the  State,  is  j 
in  Sebastian  County,  and  extends  into  the  Indian 
Territory.  Boston  Mountains  are  in  the  northwest- 
ern part  of  the  State,  running  east  and  west  in 
Washington,  Crawford  and  other  counties.  These 
include  the  main  mountainous  formations.  There 
are  many  points  in  these  ranges  that  have  local 
names.  j 

It  would  require  volumes  to  give  a complete 
account  of  the  variety  of  the  innumerable  springs 
which  hurst  forth  with  their  delicious  waters — - 
warm,  hot  and  cold,  salt,  mineral  and  medicated. 
The  fame  of  some  of  the  medical,  and  the  Hot 
Springs  of  Arkansas,  are  known  throughout  the 
civilized  world,  and  pilgrims  from  all  nations  come 
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to  be  washed  and  healed  in  them.  They  were 
known  to  and  celebrated  by  the  pre  historic  peoples 
of  America;  and  the  migrating  buffaloes,  ages  and  \ 
ages  ago,  came  annually  from  the  land  of  tho  Da- 
kotas  to  the  spring  waters  of  Arkansas.  The  in- 
stincts of  the  wild  beasts  antedate  the  knowledge 
of  man  of  the  virtues  and  values  of  the  delicious 
waters  so  bountifully  given  to  the  State.  Nearly 
all  over  its  territory  is  one  wonder  after  another, 
tilling  every  known  range  of  springs  and  spring 
waters,  which,  both  in  abundance  of  flow  and  in  | 
medicinal  properties,  mock  tire  world's  previous 
comprehension  of  the  possibilities  of  nature  in  this 
respect. 

When  De  Soto,  in  June,  1542,  discovered  the 
Mississippi  River  and  crossed  into  (now)  Arkansas, 
and  had  traveled  north  into  the  territory  of  Mis- 
souri, he  heard  of  the  ‘‘hot  lakes”  and  turned 
about  and  arrived  in  time  where  is  now  Hot  Springs. 
Even  then,  to  the  aborigines,  this  was  the  best- 
known  spot  on  the  continent,  and  was,  and  had 
been  for  centuries,  their  great  sanitarium.  The 
tribes  of  the  Mississippi  Valley  had  long  been  in 
the  habit  of  sending  here  their  invalids,  and  even 
long  after  they  were  in  the  possession  of  the  whites  j 
it  was  a common  sight  to  see  the  camp  of  repre- 
sentatives of  many  different  tribes.  The  whites 
made  no  improvement  in  the  locality  until  1S07. 
Now  there  is  a flourishing  city  of  10.000  inhab- 
itants, and  an  annual  arrival  of  visitors  of  many 
thousands.  The  waters,  climate,  mountain  air  and  | 
grand  scenery  combine  to  make  this  the  great  j 
world's  resort  for  health  and  pleasure  seekers,  and  j 
at  all  seasons  of  the  year.  The  seasons  round,  with 
rarest  exceptions,  are  the  May  and  October  months 
of  the  North. 

In  the  conflued  spot  in  the  valley  called  Hot 
Springs  there  are  now  known  seventy -one  springs. 
In  1800  the  State  geologist,  D.  D.  Owen,  only  ; 
knew  of  forty.  Others  will  no  doubt  be  added  to  ! 
the  list.  These  range  in  temperature  from  93°  i 
to  150°  Fahrenheit.  They  discharge  over  500,000 
gallons  of  water  daily.  The  waters  are  clear,  taste- 
less and  inodorous;  they  come  from  the  sides  of  the 
ridge  pure  and  sparkling  as  the  pellucid  Neva:  hold- 
ing in  solution,  as  they  rush  up  hot  and  bubbling 


from  nature’s  most  wonderful  alembic,  every  valua- 
ble mineral  constituent.  In  the  cure,  especially  of 
nearly  all  manner  of  blood  and  chronic  diseases, 
they  are  unequaled,  and  their  wonders  have  be- 
I come  mainly  known  to  all  the  world  by  the  liv- 
j ing  and  breathing  advertisements  of  those  who 
j have  proven  in  their  own  persons  their  wonderful 
! curative  powers.  To  reach  Hot  Springs  and  be 
! healed,  is  the  hope  and  aspiration  of  the  invalid, 

' when  all  other  remedies  have  failed.  And  it  is 
but  just  now  that  the  pleasure  seeker,  the  tourist, 
the  scientist,  and  the  intelligence  and  culture  of 
the  world  are  beginning  to  understand  that  this 
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is  one  of  the  world’s  most  inviting  places  to  see 
and  enjoy. 

But  the  marvels  of  the  district  are  not  confined 
to  the  immediate  locality  of  Hot  Springs.  Here 
is  indeed  a wide  district,  with  a quantity  and  variety 
of  medical  springs  that  are  simply  inapproachable 
on  the  globe.  Going  west  from  Hot  Springs  are  sys- 
tems of  springs  running  into  Montgomery  County 
a distance  of  forty  miles.  As  continued  discov- 
eries of  other  springs  in  Hot  Springs  are  being 
made,  and  as  these  widely  distributed  outlying 
springs  are  comparatively  of  recent  disclosure,  it 
may  be  assumed  that  for  many  years  to  come  new 
and  valuable  springs  will  become  celebrated. 

In  Carroll  County,  in  the  northwest  part  of 
the  State,  are  Eureka  Springs,  only  second  to  Hot 
Springs  in  the  wide  celebrity  of  fame  as  healing 
waters.  They,  too,  may  well  be  considered  one  of 
the  world's  wonders.  There  are  forty-two  of  these 
springs  within  the  corporate  limits  of  the  city  that 
has  grown  up  about  them.  They  received  no  pub- 
lic notice  until  1879,  w'hen  with  a bound  they 
became  advertised  to  the  world.  Their  w'onderful 
cures,  especially  in  cases  of  rheumatism,  cancer, 
dyspepsia  and  other,  if  not  nearly  all,  chronic 
diseases,  have  bordered  on  the  marvelous,  if  not 
the  miraculous. 

In  White  County  are  the  noted  White  Sulphur 
Springs,  at  Searcy,  and  the  sulphur  and  chalyb- 
eate springs,  known  as  the  Armstrong  and  the 
Griffin  Springs,  and  the  medical  springs — Blan- 
chard Springs— in  Union  County;  the  Ravenden 
Springs,  in  Randolph  County,  and  the  Sugar  Loaf 
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Springs,  in  Cleburne  County;  the  very  recently  dis- 
covered Lithia  Springs,  near  Hope,  in  Hempstead 
County,  pronounced  by  a leading  medical  journal, 
in  its  January  issue,  18S9,  to  be  the  most  remark- 
able discovery  of  this  class  of  medical  waters  of 
this  century.  These  are  some  of  the  leading  springs 
of  the  State  which  possess  unusual  medicinal 
properties.  By  a glance  at  the  map  it  will  be  seen 
they  are  distributed  nearly  equally  all  over  its  ter- 
ritory. Simply  to  catalogue  them  and  give  accom- 
panying analyses  of  the  waters  would  make  a pon- 
derous volume  of  itself.  In  the  above  list  have 
been  omitted  mention  of  the  tine  Bethseda  Springs 
in  Polk  County,  or  the  tine  iron  and  chalybeate 
springs  near  Magnolia; . Bussey’s  Springs,  near 
Eldorado,  Union  County;  Butler’s  Saline  Chalyb- 
eate Springs,  in  Columbia  County;  the  double 
mineral  spring  of  J.  I.  Holdernist,  in  Calhoun 
County;  a large  number  of  saline  chalybeate 
springs  in  Township  10  south,  .Range  23  west,  in 
Hempstead  County,  called  Hubbard’s  Springs;  or 
Crawford's  Sulphur  Springs;  or  those  others  in 
Section  16,  Township  12  south,  Range  10  west;  or 
Murphy’s  or  Leag’s  Mineral  Springs,  all  in  Brad- 
ley County;  or  Gen.  Royston's  noted  chalybeate 
springs  in  Pike  County,  and  still  many  others  that 
are  known  to  possess  mineral  qualities,  though  no 
complete  examination  of  them  has  yet  been  made. 

Special  mention  should  not  be  omitted  of  the  ; 
Mountain  Valley  Springs,  twelve  miles  northwest  ; 
of  Hot  Springs.  The  fame  of  these  springs  has 
demanded  the  shipment  of  water,  lately,  to  distant 
localities  in  vast  and  constantly  increasing  quan- 
tities. The  knowledge  of  them  is  but  compara- 
tively recent,  and  yet  their  wonderful  healing 
qualities  are  already  widely  known. 

Innumerable,  apparently,  as  are  the  health 
springs  of  Arkansas,  they  are  far  surpassed  by 
the  common  springs  found  nearly  all  over  the 
State. 

Mammoth  Spring  is  in  Fulton  County,  and  is 
unrivaled  in  the  country.  The  water  boils  up 
from  an  opening  120  feet  in  circumference,  and 
hows  uninterruptedly  at.  the  rate  of  9,000  barrels  a 
I minute.  From  the  compression  of  so  large  an 
j amount  of  carbonic  acid  held  in  solution,  the  whole  j 


surface  of  this  water  basin  is  in  a continual  state  of 
effervescence.  Spring  River,  a bold  stream,  is 
produced  by  this  spring,  and  gives  an  unlimited 
amount  of  water  power. 

The  general  division  of  the  surface  of  the  State 
is  uplands  and  lowlands.  It  is  a timber  State, 
with  a large  number  of  small  prairies.  East  and 
near  Little  Rock  is  Lonoke  Prairie,  and  other 
small  prairies  are  in  the  southwest  part.  In  its 
northeast  portion  are  some  large  strips  of  prairie, 
and  there  are  many  other  small  spots  bare  of  tim- 
ber growths,  but  these  altogether  compose  only  a 
small  portion  of  the  State’s  surface. 

The  variety  and  excellence  of  soils  are  not  sur- 
passed by  any  State  in  the  Union.  The  dark 
alluvial  prevails  in  nearly  all  the  lowlands,  while 
on  many  sections  of  the  uplands  are  the  umber  red 
j soils  of  the  noted  tobacco  lands  of  Cuba.  About 
\ two-thirds  of  the  State’s  surface  shows  yellow  pine 
growth,  the  great  tall  trees  standing  side  by  side 
with  the  hardwoods,  walnut,  maple,  grapevines, 
sumac,  etc.  A careful  analysis  of  the  soils  and 
subsoils  of  every  county  in  the  State  by  the 
eminent  geologist.  Prof.  D.  D.  Owen,  shows  this 
result:  The  best  soils  of  Iowa,  Wisconsin  and 
Minnesota  are  inferior  to  the  best  soils  of  Arkan- 
sas in  fertilizing  properties.  The  following  re- 
ports of  State  geologists  tell  the  story: 


Ark. 

Minn. 

Iowa.  ! Wis. 

! 

Organic  and  Volatile  Matter. . 

14.150 

6.384 

6,028  6,580 

A 1 u m n i a 

8.715; 

5,585! 

3.288  4,610 

Carbonate  Lime ! 

21.885 

690 

940  665 
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In  fertilizing  qualities  the  only  comparative 
: results  to  the  Arkansas  soils  are  found  in  the  blue 
limestone  districts  ofCentral  Kentucky. 

Analysis  of  the  soils  shows  the  derivative  geo- 
i logical  formation  of  soils,  and  their  agricultural 
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values;  their  losses  by  cultivation,  and  what  soils 
| lying  convenient  will  repair  the  waste.  Arkansas 
I Count/,  the  mother  of  counties  in  the  State,  lving 
in  the  southeast,  shows  the  tertiary  formations. 
Benton  County,  at  the  opposite  northwest  corner, 
has  the  subcarboniferous.  The  tertiary  is  found 
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in  Newton  County;  Clark,  Hempstead  and  Sevier  j 
show  the  cretaceous;  Conway,  Crawford,  Johnson,  j 
Ouachita,  Perry,  Polk,  Pope,  Prairie,  Pulaski, 
Scott,  Van  Buren,  White,  Garland  and  Moutgom-  1 
ery,  the  novaculite,  or  whetstone  grit;  Greene, 
Jackson,  Poinsett  and  Union,  the  quaternary.  In 
addition  to  Benton,  given  above,  are  Independence, 
Madison,  Monroe,  Searcy  and  Washington,  subcar-  j 
boniferous.  The  lower  silurian  is  represented  in  j 
Fulton,  Izard,  Lawrence,  Marion  and  Randolph.  [ 
These  give  the  horizons  of  the  rock  formations  of 
the  State.  The  State  has  28,000,000  acres  of 
woodland — eighty-one  and  ODe-half  per  cent  of  her 
soil.  Of  this  twenty-eight  per  cent  is  in  cleared 
farms. 

If  there  be  drawn  a line  on  the  map,  beginning 
a few  miles  west  of  longitude  91°,  in  the  direction 
of  Little  Rock,  thence  to  the  north  boundary  line 
of  Clark  County,  just  west  of  the  Iron  Mountain 
Railroad,  then  nearly  due  west  to  the  west  line  of 
the  State,  the  portion  north  of  this  lino  wall  be  the 
uplands,  and  south  the  lowlands.  The  uplands 
correspond  with  the  Paleozoic,  and  lowlands  with 
the  Neozoic. 

The  granitic  axis  outbursts  in  Pulaski,  Saline, 
Hot  Springs,  Montgomery,  Pike  and  Sevier  Coun- 
ties, and  runs  from  the  northeast  to  the  southwest 
through  the  State.  In  Northern  Arkansas  the  dis- 
turbance shows  itself  in  small  faults,  gentle  folds 
and  slightly  indurated  shales;  but  nearer  the  gran- 
ite axis,  greater  faults,  strata  with  high  dip  and 
talcose  slate-,  intersected  -with  quartz  and  calcite 
veins,  become  common.  These  disturbances  are 
intimately  connected  with,  and  determine  to  some 
extent,  the  character  of  the  mineral  deposits  of 
the  State.  The  veins  along  the  granite  axis  ■were 
tilled  probably  with  hot  alkaline  waters  depositing 
the  metalliferous  compounds  they  contained. 

Almost  every  variety  of  .land  known  to  the  j 
agriculturist  can  be  found,  anil,  for  fertility,  the  j 
soils  of  the  State  are  justly  celebrated.  Composed 
as  they  are  of  uplands  and  lowlands,  and  a variety  1 
of  climate,  they  give  a wide  range  of  products,  j 
In  the  south  and  central  portions  are  produced  the  I 
finest  cotton  in  the  markets,  while  the  uplands  j 
yield  fruits  in  abundance  and  variety.  No  place  j 
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in  the  great  valley  excels  it  in  variety  of  garden 
vegetables,  small  and  orchard  'fruits,  grasses, 
grains,  and  other  field  crops.  Among  agriculturists 
in  Arkansas,  truly  cotton  has  been  king.  It  is 
grown  upon  lands  that  would  produce  a hundred 
bushels  of  corn  to  the  acre.  All  over  the  State  a 
bale  of  cotton  to  the  acre  is  the  average — worth  at 
this  time  850.  Per  acre  it  is  about  the  same  labor 
to  raise  as  corn.  In  the  varied  and  deep  rich 
soils  of  the  State  are  produced  the  vegetation- 
fruits,  vegetables  and  plants — of  the  semi-tropic  re- 
gions, and  also  the  whole  range  of  the  staple  prod- 
ucts of  the  north.  Cereals,  fruits  and  cotton 
grow  as  well  here  as  anywhere.  In  the  uplands 
will  some  day  be  raised  grapes  and  tobacco  that 
will  be  world  famous. 

That  portion  of  the  hilly  lands  in  Clay,  Greene, 
Craighead.  Poinsett.  St.  Francis,  Lee  and  Phillips 
Counties,  known  as  Crowley’s  ridge,  has  a soil  and 
vegetable  growth  distinctive  from  any  other  por- 
tion of  the  State.  Its  principal  forest  growth  is 
yellow  poplar,  which  is  found  in  immense  size. 
With  this  timber  are  the  oak,  gum,  hickory,  wal- 
nut, sugar  and  maple.  The  soil  is  generally  of  a 
light  yellowish  or  gray  color,  often  gravelly,  very 
friable  and  easily  cultivated,  producing  abundant 
crops  of  cotton,  corn,  oats,  clover,  timothy  and  red 
top,  and  is  most  excellent  for  fruits. 

The  prevailing  soil  is  alluvial,  with  more  or 
less  diluvial  soils.  The  alluvial  soils,  especially 
along  the  streams,  are  from  three  to  thirty  feet 
deep,  and  these  rich  bottoms  are  often  miles  in 
width.  There  are  no  stronger  or  more  productive 
lands  than  these  anywhere,  and  centuries  of  cul- 
tivation create  no  necessity  for  fertilizers. 

The  swamp  lands  or  slashes  as  a general  thing 
lie  stretched  along  between  the  alluvial  lands  and 
second  bottoms.  They  are  usually  covered  with 
water  during  the  winter  and  spring,  and  are  too 
wet  for  cultivation,  though  dry  in  the  summer  and 
fall.  They  can  be  easily  reclaimed  by  draining. 

The  second  bottoms  are  principally  on  the  east- 
ern side  of  the  State,  extending  from  the  slashes  to 
the  hills.  The  soil  is  mostly  gray  color,  sometimes 
yellowish,  resting  upon  a subsoil  of  yellowish  or 
mulatto  clay.  The  rich,  black  lands  prevail  largelv 
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in  Hempstead,  Little  River,  Sevier,  Nevada,  Clark, 
Searcy,  Stone,  Izard  and  Independence  Counties. 

In  the  mountainous  range  of  the  Ozarks,  in 
Independence  County,  are  remarkable  cave  forma- 
tions. They  are  mostly  nitre  caves  and  from  these 
and  others  in  the  southeast  and  west  of  Batesville, 
the'  Confederacy  obtained  much  of  this  necessity. 
Near  Cushman,  Independence  County,  are  the  won- 
derful caves.  The  extent  and  marvelous  beauty  of 
formations  are  in  the  great  arched  room,  the 
“King’s  Palace.”  This  cave  has  been  explored 
for  miles  under  the  earth,  and  many  wonders  and 
beauties  are  seen  on  every  hand.  On  the  side  of 
the  mouth  of  one  of  the  caves  in  this  vicinity  a 
strong  spring  leaps  from  the  mountain's  side  and 
into  the  cave,  and  the  rumbling  of  the  rushing 
waters  beneath  the  earth  can  be  heard  quite  a dis- 
tance. The  notable  saltpetre  caves  are  in  Marion, 
Newton,  Carroll,  Independence,  ’Washington  and  j 
Benton  Counties. 

There  are  geld  mines  in  Arkansas,  yet  no  re- 
markable linds  that  is,  no  marvelous  wonders  have 
as  yet  been  uncovered.  The  universal  diffusion 
of  milky  quartz  in  veins,  seams  and  beds,  as  well 
as  all  the  other  geological  tokens  which  lead  on  to 
fortune,  are  recent  discoveries,  and  the  intelligent 
gold  hunters  are  here  in  abundance.  Who  can 
tell  what  the  future  may  have  in  store?  But 
should  no  rich  paying  gold  fields  ever  be  found, 
still  in  the  resources  of  the  State  are  ores  of  silver, 
antimony,  zinc,  iron,  lead,  copper,  manganese, 
marble,  granite,  whet  and  honestone,  rock-crystal, 
paints,  nitre  earths,  kaolin,  marls,  freestone,  j 
limestone,  buhr  and  grindstone  and  slate,  which  ! 
may  well  justify  the  bold  assertion  of  that  eminent 
geologist,  Prof.  D.  D.  Owen,  in  1860,  after  care- 
fully looking  over  the  State,  “that  Arkansas  is 
destined  to  rank  as  one  of  the  richest  mineral 
States  in  the  Union.”  Its  zinc  ores  compare 
favorably  with  those  of  Silesia,  and  its  argentif- 
erous galena  far  exceeds  in  percentage  of  silver  the 
average  of  such  ores  of  other  countries.  Its 
novaculite  (whetstone)  rock  can  not  be  excelled  in 
fineness  of  texture,  beauty  of  color,  and  sharpness 
of  grit.  Its  crystal  mountains  for  extent,  and 
their  products  for  beauty,  brilliancy  and  transpar- 


ency, have  no  rivals  in  the  world.  Its  mineral 
waters  are  in  variety  and  values  equalled  only  by 
its  mineral  products. 

Anticipating  the  natural  questions  as  to  why 
the  mines  of  Arkansas  are  not  better  developed,  it 
will  be  sufficient  to  condense  to  the  utmost  Prof. 
Owen’s  words  in  reference  to  the  Bellah  mine  in 
Sevier  County:  “It  is  the  same  vein  that  is  found 
in  Pulaski  County,  and  runs  northeast  and  south- 
west  nearly  through  the  State.  Some  years  ago 
the  Bellah  mine  was  explored  and  six  shafts  were 
sunk.  Three  of  the  principal  shafts  were  about 
thirty  feet  deep.  The  work  was  done  under  the 
supervision  of  Richard  W.  Bellah,  afterward  of 
Texas.  There  was  a continuous  vein,  increasing 
in  thickness  as  far  as  he  went.  On  the  line  other 
shafts  were  sunk  from  six  to  twelve  feet  deep,  all 
showing  the  ore  to  be  continuous.  About  five  tons 
of  ore  were  taken  out.  A portion  of  this  was 
sent  to  Liverpool,  England,  to  be  tested,  and  the 
statement  in  return  was  ‘ seventy-three  per  cent 
lead,  and  148  ounces  of  silver  to  the  ton.’  ” Mr. 
Bellah  wrote  to  Prof.  Owen:  “I  am  not  willing 
to  lease  the  mines;  but  I will  sell  for  a reasonable 
price,  provided  my  brother  and  sister  will  sell  at 
the  same.  I have  put  the  price  upon  the  mines, 
and  value  it  altogether  [460  acres  of  land]  at 
$10,000.”  Such  was  the  condition  of  affairs  at 
this  mine  when  the  war  came.  Substantially,  this  | 
is  the  ante-bellum  history  of  the  Arkansas  mining 
interests.  Prof.  Owen  reports  picking  up  from 
the  debris  of  these  deserted  shafts  ore  that  anal 
yzed  seventy-three  per  cent  lead  and  fifty-two  and 
one-half  ounces  of  silver  to  the  ton  of  lead. 

That  these  rich  fields  should  lie  fallow -ground 
through  the  generations  can  now  bo  accounted  for 
only  from  the  blight  of  slavery  upon  the  enter- 
prise and  industry  of  people,  the  evils  of  a great 
civil  war,  and  the  natural  adaptation  of  the  soil  and 
slavery  to  the  raising  of  cotton.  ! 

On  the  line  of  this  vein,  in  Saline  County, 
from  very  superficial  explorations,  were  discovered 
veins  bearing  argentiferous  lead  anil  copper. 

Lead  is  found  in  about  every  county  in  North- 
ern Arkansas.  These  are  a continuation  of  the 
Missouri  lead  ores.  The  richest  argentiferous  lead 
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ores  reported  are  in  Pulaski,  Saline,  Montgomery, 
Polk,  Pike,  Ashley  and  Sevier  Counties,  being 
found  in  the  quartz  and  calcite  gangues.  It  is  as- 
sociated in  the  north  of  the  State  with  zinc,  cop- 
per, and  with  antimony  in  Sevier  County. 

One  of  the  latest  discoveries  is  the  value  of  the 
antimony  mines  of  Polk  and  Sevier  Counties.  A 
mine  is  being  worked  successfully  for  antimony, 
and  the  increase  of  silver  is  improving  as  the 
shaft  goes  down.  At  any  hour  in  the  progress  of 
the  work,  according  to  the  opinions  of  the  best 
scientific  mining  experts,  this  shaft  may  reach  one 
of  the  noted  silver  deposits  of  the  world.  In  the 
Jeff  Clark  antimony  mine,  at  a distance  of  100 
feet  down,  was  found  a rich  pocket  of  silver.  In 
every  particular,  so  far,  this  mine  is  a transcript  of 
that  of  the  noted  Comstock  mine.  The  Comstock 
mine  showed  silver  on  the  surface;  so  did  the  Sev- 
ier County  mine;  then  it  passed  down  100  feet, 
following  a vein  of  antimony;  so  has  tho  Sevier 
mine;  then  in  each  has  silver  been  found. 

There  is  an  unchanging  law  which  governs  the 
rock  and  mineral  formations.  Nature  never  lies, 
and  there  is  no  doubt  that  the  Arkansas  mineral 
belt,  through  Montgomery,  Polk,  Howard  and  Sev- 
ier Counties,  will  prove  to  be  one  of  the  richest 
mining  districts  of  the  world. 

The  antimony  mine  has  been  quite  successfully 
worked  the  past  two  years.  The  Bob  Wolf  mine, 
Antimony  Bluff  mine,  and  Stewart  Lode  are  being 
profitably  worked.  Capital  and  the  facilities  for 
reducing  ores  by  their  absence  are  now  the  only 
drawback  to  the  mineral  products  of  the  State. 

Iron  is  found  native  in  the  State  only  in  meteor- 
ites. The  magnatite  ore  is  found  plentiful  in  Mag- 
net Cove.  Lodestones  from  this  place  are  shipped 
abroad,  and  have  a high  reputation.  This  is  one 
of  the  best  iron  ores,  and  the  scarcity  of  fuel  and 
transportation  in  the  vicinity  are  the  causes  of  its 
not  being  worked.  The  limooite  iron  ore  is  the 
common  ore  of  all  Northern  Arkansas;  immense 
deposits  are  found  in  Lawrence,  where  several 
furnaces  are  operated.  In  the  southern  part  of  the 
State  is  the  bog  iron  ore.  The  brown  hematite  is 
found  in  Lawrence,  Randolph,  Fulton  and  other 
counties.  Workable  veins  of  manganese  are  found 


in  Independence  County.  This  valuable  ore  is  im- 
ported now  from  Spain;  it  is  used  in  making  Spie- 
gel iron. 

Bituminous  and  semi-anthracito  coal  is  found 
in  the  true  coal  measures  of  the  uplands  of  Ar- 
kansas. That  of  the  northwest  is  free  from  sul- 
phur. The  semi-anthracite  is  found  in  the  valley 
of  the  Arkansas  River.  These  coal  fields  cover 
10,000  acres.  There  are  four  defined  coal  hori- 
zons— the  subconglomerate,  lower,  middle  and  up- 
per. The  coal  fields  of  this  State  belong  to  the 
lowest — the  subcarboniferous — in  the  shale  or 
millstone  grit  less  than  100  feet  above  the  Archi- 
medes limestone.  In  the  Arkansas  Valley  these 
veins  aggregate  over  six  feet.  The  veins  lie  high 
in  the  Boston  Mountains,  dipping  south  into  the 
Arkansas  Valley.  Shaft  mining  is  done  at  Coal 
Hill,  Spadra  and  many  other  points.  It  is  shipped 
dowm  the  river  in  quantities  to  New  Orleans. 

Aluminum,  corundum,  sapphire,  oriental  ruby, 
topaz  and  amethysts  are  found  in  Howard  and 
Sevier  Counties.  Strontianite  is  found  in  Mag- 
net Cove — valuable  in  the  purification  of  sugar. 
In  the  synclinal  folds  of  Upper  Arkansas  common 
salt  is  easily  obtained.  Good  salt  springs  are  in 
Sevier  County,  also  in  Dallas  and  Hot  Springs 
Counties.  Chalcedony,  of  ail  colors,  cornelian, 
agates,  novaculite.  honestone,  buhrstone,  varieties 
of  granite,  eight  kinds  of  elegant  marble,  sand- 
stones, white,  gray,  red,  brown  and  yellow,  are 
common  in  the  grit  horizon;  flagstones,  roofing 
and  pencil  slates,  talc,  kaolin,  abound  in  Saline, 
Washington,  St.  Francis  and  Greene  Counties.  The 
potter’s  clay  of  Miller,  Saline  and  Washington  is 
extensivelv  worked.  “Rock  oil”  has  been  dis- 
covered in  large  pockets  in  Northwest  Arkansas. 

In  the  development  of  its  mineral  resources  the 
State  is  still  in  its  infancy,  so  much  so,  indeed, 
that  what  will  prove  yet  to  be  the  great  sources  of 
wealth  are  not  even  now  produced  as  a commer- 
cial commodity.  In  some  respects  this  is  most  re- 
markable. For  instance,  Arkansas  might  supply 
the  world,  if  necessity  required,  with  lime  and 
cement,  can  produce  the  best  of  each  at  the  least 
cost,  and  yet  practically  all  these  consumed  are 
imported  here  from  other  States.  Years  ago  Prof. 
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D.  D.  Owen  called  attention  to  the  valuable  marls 
in  the  southwest  part  of  the  State,  but  the  great 
beds  lie  untouched  and  cotton  planters  send  off  for 
other  fertilizers.  So  also  of  the  great  beds  of 
gypsum  that  lie  uncovered  and  untouched.  The 
outside  world  wants  unlimited  supplies  of  kaolin, 
fire-clays  and  such  other  clays  as  the  State  pos- 
sesses in  inestimable  quantities,  and  yet  the  thrifty 
people  seem  to  be  oblivious  of  the  fact  that  here  is 
the  way  to  easy  sources  of  wealth. 

People  can  live  here  too  easily  it  seems.  In 
this  way  only  can  a reason  be  found  for  not  strik- 
ing boldly  out  in  new  fields  of  venture,  with  that 
vigor  of  desperation  which  comes  of  stern  and 
hard  necessity.  Where  nature  is  stubborn  and  un- 
yielding, man  puts  forth  his  suprtmest  efforts. 

Magnet  Cove  probably  furnishes  more  remark- 
able formations  than  any  other  district  in  the  world. 
The  “Sunk  Lands”  in  the  northeast  part  of  the 
State,  the  result  of  the  disturbance  of  the  New 
Madrid  earthquake  1811-12,  present  features  of 
interest  to  both  lay  and  scientific  investigators. 
The  curious  spectacle  of  deep  lakes,  beneath  which 
can  be  seen  standing  in  their  natural  position  the 
great  forest  trees,  is  presented:  and  instead  of  the 
land  animals  roving  and  feeding  among  them  are 
the  inhabitants  of  the  deep  waters. 

The  natural  abutments  of  novaculite  rocks  at 
Rockport,  on  the  Ouachita  River,  with  the  proper 
outlying  rocks  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  river,  are 
a very  interesting  formation. 

Cortes  Mountain,  Sebastian  County,  as  seen 
from  Hodges  Prairie  presents  a grand  view.  The 
bare  hard  rock  looks  as  though  the  waves  in  their 
mighty  swells  had  been  congealed  and  fixed  into 
a mountain.  It  is  1,500  feet  high.  Standiug  Rock, 
Board  Camp  Creek,  Polk  County,  is  a conspicious 
• and  interesting  landmark.  It  rises  from  out  the 


crumbling  shales,  like  an  artificial  piece  of  masonry, 
to  the  height  of  ninety  feet. 

The  Dardanello  Rock  as  seen  from  the  Arkan 
sas  River,  opposite  Morristown,  is  composed  of  fer- 
ruginous substance,  and  the  great  column  dips  at 
an  angle  of  40°  toward  the  river.  From  one  point 
on  the  southeast  is  the  wonderful  Dardanelle  Profile. 
All  the  features  of  the  face,  with  a deep  cut  mouth 
slightly  open  as  if  in  the  act  of  listening  to  what 
one  is  going  to  say  to  it,  and  the  outlines  of  the 
head,  neck  and  shoulders,  are  faithfully  produced. 
Its  faithfulness  of  detail  and  heroic  proportions 
are  its  strong  characteristics. 

Sandstone  Dam  across  Lee  Creek,  Crawford 
County,  is  a curious  instance  of  nature’s  perfect 
engineering.  The  formation  here  possesses  as 
much  interest  to  the  scientist  as  the  noted  Natural 
Bridge. 

Investigations  of  the  Mammoth  Spring  lead  to 
the  conclusion  that  it  has  underground  connection 
with  Havell’s  Valley,  Mo;  that  here  the  waters 
from  many  springs,  some  rising  to  the  surface  and 
others  not  rising,  are  as  the  head  of  a vast  funnel, 
which  pour  down  the  subterranean  channel  and. 
finally  meeting  obstructions  to  further  progress,  are 
forced  up  through  the  solid  rock  and  form  the 
Mammoth  Spring,  a navigable  subterranean  river 
in  short,  whose  charts  no  bold  seaman  will  ever 
follow. 

North  of  Big  Rock  are  the  traces  of  a burnt 
out  volcano,  whose  fires  at  one  time  would  have 
lighted  up  the  streets  of  Little  Rock  even  better 
than  the  electric  lights  now  gleaming  from  their 
high  towers. 

The  track  of  the  awful  cataclysm,  once  here 
in  its  grand  forces,  is  all  that  is  left;  the  energies 
of  nature’s  greatest  display  of  forces  lost  in  the 
geological  eons  intervening. 
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Archaeology— Remains  of  Flint  Arrow  and  Spear  Heads  and  Stone  and  Other  Ornaments- 
Evidences  of  Pre-historic  People  Along  the  Mississippi — Mounds,  etc.,  in  Other  Portions 
of  The  State — Local  Archaeologists  and  their  Work — The  Indians— Tribal 
and  Race  Characteristics— The  Arkansas  Tribes— The  Cession  Treaties 
— The  Removal  of  the  Ciierokees,  Creeks  and  Choctaws — An 
Indian  Alarm— Assassination  of  the  Leaders,  etc.,  etc. 


Some  lazy  ages,  lost  in  sleep  and  ease, 

No  actions  leave  to  busy  chronicles; 

Such  whose  superior  felicity  but  makes 
In  story  chasms,  in  epochas  mistakes. — Dryaen. 
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N the  long  gone  ages, 
reaches  of  time  perhaps 
■i  only  to  be  measured  by 
geological  periods,  races 
of  men  have  been  here, 
grown,  Nourished,  declined 
and  passed  away,  many  not 
even  leaving  a wrack  behind;  others 
transmitting  fossil  traces,  dim  and 
x crumbling,  and  still  later  ones,  the  suc- 

cessors  of  the  earlier  ones,  who  had  no 
traditions  of  their  predecessors,  have 
left  something  of  the  measure  of  their 
existence  in  the  deftly  cut  Hints,  broken 
pottery,  adobe  walls,  or  great  earth- 
works standing  in  the  whilom  silent 
wilderness  as  mute  and  enduring  mon- 
uments to  their  existence:  man,  races,  civilizations, 
systems  of  religion  passing  on  and  on  to  that 
eternal  silence — stormfully  from  the  inane  to  the 
inane,  the  great  world’s  epic  that  is  being  forever 
written  and  that  is  never  writ. 

Arkansas  is  an  inviting  held  for  the  investiga- 
tion of  the  archaeologist,  as  well  as  the  geologist. 
Races  of  unknown  men  in  an  unknown  time  have 
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swarmed  over  the  fair  face  of  the  State.  Their 


restless  activities  drove  them  to  nature’s  natural 
storehouses  and  the  fairest  climes  on  the  continent. 
Where  life  is  easiest  maintained  in  its  best  form 
do  men  instinctively  congregate,  and  thus  commu- 
nities and  nations  are  formed.  The  conditions  of 
climate  and  soil,  rainfall  and  minerals  are  the 
controlling  factors  in  the  busy  movements  of  men. 
These  conditions  given,  man  follows  the  great 
streams,  on  whose  bosom  the  rudest  savages  float 
their  canoes  and  pirogues. 

Along  the  eastern  part  of  the  State  are  the  most 
distinct  traces  of  prehistoric  peoples,  whose  hiero- 
glyphics. in  the  form  of  earthworks,  are  the  most 
legible  to  the  archieologist.  Here,  earthworks  in 
greatest  extent  and  numbers  are  found,  indicating 
that  this  section  once  swarmed  with  these  barbaric 
races  of  men. 

In  Lonoke  County,  sixteen  miles  southeast  of 
Little  Rock,  and  on  the  Little  Rock  Sc  Altheimer 
branch  of  the  St.  Louis,  Arkansas  A Texas  Rail- 
road, is  a station  called  Toltec.  It  is  located  on 
the  farm  of  Mr.  Gilbert  Knapp,  and  is  near 
Mounds  Lake.  This  lake  is  either  the  line  of  what 
was  a horse-shoe  bend  in  Arkansas  River  long  agu, 
or  is  the  trace  of  a dead  river.  The  lake  is  in  the 
form  of  a horse-shoe,  and  covers  a space  of  about 
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three  miles.  The  horse-shoe  points  east  of  north, 
and  the  heels  to  the  southwest.  Here  is  a great  i 
field  of  largo  and  interesting  mounds  and  earth-  ! 
works.  A little  east  of  the  north  bend  of  the  lake 
are  two  great  mounds — one  square  and  the  other 
cone  shaped.  The  cone  shaped  is  the  larger  and 
taller,  and  is  supposed  to  have  been  100  feet  high, 
while  the  other  was  about  seventy -five  feet  in  ele- 
vation. About  them  to  the  north  and  east  are 
many  small  mounds,  with  no  apparent  fixed  method 
: in  their  location.  These  have  all  been  denuded  of 

' their  timber  and  are  in  cultivation,  except  the  larger 
j one  above  mentioned.  Upon  this  is  a growth  of 
i heavy  timber,  elms,  hickory,  and  oaks  with  as  high 
as  500  rings,  and  standing  on  an  alluvial  soil  from 
eight  to  fifteen  feet  deep.  These  large  mounds 
are  enclosed  with  an  earth  wall  starting  out  from 
the  bank  of  the  lake,  and  circling  at  a considerable 
distance  and  returning  to  the  lake,  and  keeping 
nearly  an  equal  distance  from  the  larger  mound,  j 
The  sloping  base  of  each  mound  reaches  the  base  j 
and  overlaps  or  mingles  with  the  base  of  its  neigh- 
bor. Around  this  big  wall  was  once  an  outside  ! 
ditch.  The  humus  on  the  smaller  mounds  shows,  j 
in  cultivation,  a stronger  and  deeper  alluvial,  soil  j 
than  the  surrounding  land. 

There  are  evidences  in  these  mounds  that  while  ] 
they  were  built  by  one  nation,  for  objects  now  j 
problematical,  they  have  been  used  by  other  sue-  j 
ceeding  peoples  for  other  and  different  purposes,  [ 
much  after  the  manner  that  are  now  found  farm-  j 
ers  with  well-kept  gardens  on  the  tops  of  the  j 
mounds,  or  stately  residences,  or  on  others  grow-  ’ 
ing  cotton  and  corn.  In  them  human  and  ani-  | 
mal  bones  are  seen,  and  there  are  indications  that,  | 
while  they  were  built  for  purposes  of  worship  or  j 
war,  when  the  builders  passed  away  more  than 
one  race  of  their  successors  to  the  country  used 
them  as  convenient  burial  grounds.  They  were 
skillful  stone  workers  and  potters,  and  their  mason’s 
tools  are  frequently  met  with.  Nearly  every  im- 
plement of  tho  stone  age  is  found  in  and  about 
the  mounds. 

M>-.  Knapp,  who  has  given  the  subject  consid- 
erable intelligent  study,  is  so  convinced  that  the^e 
works  were  made  bv  the  Toltec  race  that  he  has  i 
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named  the  new  station  in  honor  of  that  people. 
On  the  Hue  of  this  earth-wall  mentioned  are  two 
deep  pools  that  never  are  known  to  become  dry. 

East  of  Toltec  thirty  or  more  miles,  in  Lonoke 
Prairie,  are  mounds  that  apparently  belong  to 
the  chain  or  system  which  runs  parallel  with  the 
river,  through  the  State.  The  small  mounds  or 
barrows,  as  Jefferson  termed  the  modern  Indian 
burial  places,  are  numerous,  and  distributed  all 
over  Arkansas. 

What  is  pronounced  a fortified  town  is  found 
in  well  marked  remains  on  St.  Francis  River.  It 
was  discovered  by  Ylr.  Savage,  of  Louisville.  He 
reports  “parts  of  walls,  built  of  adobe  brick  and 
cemented.”  On  these  remains  he  detected  trees 
growing  numbering  300  rings.  He  reports  the 
brick  made  of  clay  and  chopped  or  twisted  straw, 
and  with  regular  figures.  A piece  of  first-class 
engineering  is  said  to  be  traced  here  in  a sap- 
mine,  which  had  passed  under  the  walls  of  the 
fortification. 

The  bones  and  pottery  and  tools  and  arms  of 
the  prehistoric  peoples  of  Arkansas  are  much  more 
abundant  than  are  found  in  any  other  spot  in  the 
United  States. 

Mrs.  Hobbs,  living  four  miles  southeast  of 
Little  Rock,  has  a very  complete  collection  of  the 
antiquities  of  the  State.  It  is  pronounced  by 
antiquarians  as  one  of  the  most  valuable  in  the 
country.  The  Smithsonian  Institute  has  offered 
her  every  inducement  to  part  with  her  collection, 
but  she  has  refused.  It  is  hoped  the  State  will 
some  day  possess  this  treasure,  and  suitably  and 
permanently  provide  for  its  preservation. 

When  the  white  man  discovered  and  took  pos- 
session of  North  America,  he  found  the  red  man 
and  his  many  tribes  here,  and  under  a total  mis- 
apprehension of  having  found  a new  continent,  he 
named  this  strange  people  Indians.  The  new  world 
might  have  been  called  Columbia,  and  the  people 
Columbians.  Again,  instead  of  beinsr  sparse  tribes 
of  individuals  fringing  the  shores  of  the  Atlantic 
Ocean  there  were  478  tribes,  occupying  nearly  the 
whole  of  the  north  half  of  this  western  hemis- 
phere; some  in  powerful  tribes,  like  the  Iroquois; 
some  were  rude  agricultural  and  commercial  peoples, 
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some  living  in  houses  of  logs  or  stone,  permanent 
residents  of  their  localities:  others  warriors  and 
hunters  only,  and  still  others  migratory  in  their 
nature,  pirates  and  parasites.  One  characteristic 
strongly  marked  them  all — a love  of  liberty  and 
absolute  freedom  far  stronger  than  the  instinct 
of  life  itself.  The  Indian  would  not  be  a slave. 
Proud  and  free,  he  regarded  with  contempt  the 
reiinements  of  civilization.  He  breathed  the  same 
free  air  as  did  the  eagle  of  the  crags,  and  would 
starve  before  he  would  do  manual  work,  or,  as  he 
believed,  degrade  himself  in  doing  aught  but  paint 
himself,  sing  his  war  songs  and  go  forth  to  battle, 
or  pursue  the  wild  game  or  meet  the  savage  wild 
beasts  in  their  paths  and  slay  them  in  regular  com- 
bat. To  hunt,  fish  and  light  was  the  high  mission 
of  great  and  good  men  to  his  untutored  mind, 
while  the  drudgery  of  life  was  relegated  to  the 
squaws  and  squaw-men.  His  entire  economic 
philosophy  was  simply  the  attainment  of  his  de- 
sires with  the  least  exertion.  In  a short  time  he 
will  have  tilled  his  earthly  mission,  and  passed 
from  the  stage  of  action,  leaving  nothing  but  a 
dim  memory.  From  their  many  generations  of 
untold  numbers  has  come  no  thought,  no  inven- 
tion, no  action  that  deserves  to  survive  them  a 
day  or  an  hour.  The  Indians  of  to-day,  the  few 
that  are  pure  blood,  are  but  the  remnants,  the  use- 
less refuse  of  a once  numerous  people,  who  were  the 
undisputed  possessors  of  a continent,  but  are  now 
miserable,  ragged  and  starving  beggars  at  the 
back  doors  of  their  despoilers,  stoically  awaiting 
the  last  final  scene  in  the  race  tragedy.  And,  like 
the  cheerful  sermon  on  the  tombstone,  who  shall 
say  that  white  civilization,  numbers  and  power,  will 
not  in  the  course  of  time,  and  that  not  far  distant, 
be  the  successors  of  the  residue  of  wretches  now 
representing  the  red  race?  “I  was  once  as  you 
are,  you  will  soon  be  as  I am.”  A grim  philos- 
ophy truly,  but  it  is  the  truth  of  the  past,  and  the 
great  world  wheels  about  much  now  as  it  has  for- 
ever. 

What  is  now  Arkansas  lias  been  the  possession 
of  the  following  Indian  tribes:  no  one  tribe,  it  seems, 
occupied  or  owned  the  territory  in  its  entirety, 
but  their  possessions  extended  into  the  lines,  cov- 


ering a portion  of  the  lands  only,  and  then  reach- 
ing many  degrees,  sometimes  to  the  north,  south 
and  west:  The  Osages,  a once  numerous  tribe, 
were  said  to  own  the  country  south  of  the  Mis- 
souri River  to  Red  River,  including  a large  por- 
tion of  Arkansas.  The  Quapaws,  also  a powerful 
nation,  were  the  chief  possessors,  and  occupied 
nearly  the  whole  of  the  State,  “time  out  of  mind;” 
the  Cherokees  were  forced  out  of  Georgia  and 
South  Carolina,  and  removed  west  of  the  Missis- 
sippi River  in  1836;  the  Hitehittees  were  removed 
from  the  Chattahouchee  River  to  Arkansas.  They 
speak  the  Muskogee  dialect — were  600  strong  when 
removed;  the  Choctaws  were  removed  to  the  west, 
after  the  Cherokees.  In  1812  they  were  15.000 
strong. 

The  Quapaws,  of  all  the  tribes  connected  with 
Arkansas,  may  be  regarded  as  the  oldest  settlers, 
having  possessed  more  of  its  territory  in  well  de- 
fined limits  than  any  of  the  others.  In  the  earlv 
part  of  the  eighteenth  century  they  constituted  a 
powerful  tribe.  In  the  year  1720  they  were  deci- 
mated by  smallpox;  reduced  by  this  and  other 
calamities,  in  1820,  one  hundred  years  after,  they 
were  found  scattered  along  the  south  side  of  the 
Arkansas  River,  numbering  only  700  souls.  They 
never  regained  their  former  numerical  strength  or 
warlike  importance,  but  remained  but  a band  of 
wretched,  ragged  beggars,  about  whose  hunting 
grounds  the  white  man  wTas  ever  lessening  and 
tightening  the  lines. 

January  5,  1819,  Gov.  Clark  and  Pierre  Chou- 
teau made  a treaty  with  the  tribe  by  which  was 
ceded  to  the  United  States  the  most  of  their  terri- 
tory. The  descriptive  part  of  the  treaty  is  in  the 
following  words:  “Beginning  at  the  mouth  of  the 
Arkansas  River;  thence  extending  up  the  Arkansas 
to  the  Canadian  Fork,  and  up  the  Canadian  Fork 
to  its  source;  thence  south  to  the  big  Red  River, 
and  down  the  middle  of  that  river  to  the  Bio1 
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Raft;  thence  in  a direct  line  so  as  to  strike  the 
Mississippi  River,  thirty  leagues  in  a straight 
line,  below  the  mouth  of  the  Arkansas,  together 
with  all  their  claims  to  lands  east  of  the  Mississippi 
River  and  north  of  the  Arkansas  River.  With  the 
exception  and  reservation  following,  that  is  to  sav, 


r 


. 


HISTORY  OF  ARKANSAS. 


90 


that  tract  of  country  bounded  as  follows:  Begin- 
ning at  a point  on  the  Arkansas  River  opposite  the 
present  Post  of  Arkansas,  and  running  thence  a 
due  southwest  course  to  the  Washita  River:  thence 
up  that  river  to  the  Saline  Fork,  to  a point  from 
whence  a due  north  course  would  strike  the  Arkan- 
sas River  at  the  Little  Rock,  and  thence  down  the 
right  bank  of  the  Arkansas  to  the  place  of  begin- 
ning.’’ In  addition  to  this  a tract  was  reserved 
north  of  the  Arkansas  River,  which  the  treaty  says 
is  indicated  by  “ marks  on  the  accompanying  | 
map.”  This  west  line  of  the  Quapaw  reservation 
struck  the  river  about  where  is  now  Rock  Street. 

In  November,  1824,  Robert  Crittenden,  the  first 
Territorial  secretary,  effected  a treaty  with  the 
Quapaws,  at  Harrington’s,  Ark.,  which  ceded  the 
above  reservation  and  forever  extinguished  all  title 
of  that  tribe  to  any  portion  of  Arkansas.  The 
tribe  was  then  removed  to  what  is  now  the  Indian 
Territory. 

The  other  origiual  occupants  or  claimants  to  the 
Arkansas  Territory  were  the  Osages.  Of  these 
there  were  many  tribes,  and  in  1830  numbered 
4,000  strong,  but  mostly  along  the  Osage  River. 
Their  claim  lapped  over,  it  seems,  all  that  portion 
of  the  Quapaw  lands  lying  north  of  the  Arkansas 
River. 

The  title  of  the  Osages  was  extinguished  to 
what  is  now  Arkansas  by  a treaty  of  November  10, 
1808,  made  at  Fort  Clark,  on  the  Missouri  River. 
By  this  treaty  they  ceded  all  the  country  east  of  a , 
line  running  due  south  from  Fort  Clark  to  the  Ar- 
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kansas  River,  and  down  said  river  to  its  confluence  j 
with  the  Mississippi  River.  These  Indians  occu- 
pied only  the  country  along  the  Missouri  and  j 
Osage  Rivers,  and  if  they  were  ever  on  what  they  1 
claimed  as  their  southern  boundary,  the  Arkansas 
River,  it  was  merely  on  expeditions. 

About  ISIS,  Georgia  and  South  Carolina  com- 
menced agitating  the  subject  of  getting  rid  of  the 
Indians,  and  removing  them  west.  They  wanted 
their  lands  and  did  not  want  their  presence.  At 
first  they  used  persuasion  and  strategy,  and  finally 
force.  They  were  artful  in  representing  to  the  In- 
dians the  glories  of  the  Arkansas  country,  both  for  j 
game  and  rich  lands.  During  the  tweuty  years  of  j 


agitating  the  subject  Indians  of  the  tribes  of  those 
States  came  singly  and  in  small  bands  to  Arkansas, 
and  were  encouraged  to  settle  anywhere  they  might 
desiro  north  of  the  Arkansas  River,  on  the  Osage 
ceded  lands.  The  linal  act  of  removal  of  the  In- 
dians was  consummated  in  1839,  wdien  the  last  of 
the  Cherokees  were  brought  west.  Simultaneous 
with  the  arrival  of  this  last  delegation  of  Indians 
an  alarm  passed  around  among  the  settlers  that  the 
Indians  were  preparing  to  make  a foray  on  the 
white  settlements  and  murder  them  all.  Many 
peoplo  were  greatly  alarmed,  and  in  some  settle- 
: meats  there  were  hasty  preparations  made  to  heo 
j to  places  of  safety.  In  the  meantime  the  poor, 

| distressed  Cherokees  and  Choctaws  were  innocent 
1 of  the  stories  in  circulation  about  them,  and  were 
; trying  to  adjust  themselves  to  their  new  homes 
aud  to  repair  their  ruined  fortunes.  The  Chero- 
| kees  were  the  most  highly  civilized  of  all  the  tribes, 

I as  they  were  the  most  intelligent,  and  had  mingled 
and  intermarried  with  the  whites  until  there  were 
few  of  pure  blood  left  among  them.  They  had 
men  of  force  and  character,  good  schools  and 
printing  presses,  and  published  and  edited  papers, 
as  well  as  their  own  school  books.  These  condi- 
tions were  largely  true,  also,  of  the  Chickasaws. 
The  Cherokees  and  Chickasaws  were  removed  west 
under  President  Jackson's  administration.  The 
Cherokees  were  brought  by  water  to  Little  Rock, 
and  a straight  road  was  cut  out  from  Little  Rock 
to  the  corner  of  their  reservation,  fifteen  miles 
above  Batesville,  in  Independence  County,  over 
which  they  were  taken.  Their  southeast  boundary 
line  was  a straight  line,  at  the  noint  designated 
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above  Batesville.  to  the  mouth  of  Point  Remove 
Creek. 

The  nistorv  of  the  removal  of  the  Cherokee 
i Indians  (and  much  of  the  same  is  true  of  the  re- 
moval of  the  Chickasaws  and  Creeks),  is  not  a pleas- 
ant chapter  in  American  history.  The  Creeks  of 
Florida  had  waged  war,  and  when  conquered  Gen. 
Scott  removed  them  beyond  the  Mississippi  River. 
When  the  final  consummation  of  the  removal  of  the 
Cherokees  was  effected,  it  was  done  by  virtue,  of  a 
treaty,  said  to  have  been  the  work  of  traitors,  and 
unauthorized  by  the  proper  Indian  authorities.  At 
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all  events  the  artful  whites  had  divided  the  head- 
men of  the  tribe,  and  procured  their  signatures  to 
a treaty  which  drove  the  last  of  the  nation  beyond 
the  Mississippi.  The  chief  men  in  making  this 
treaty  were  the  Ridges,  Boudinot,  Bell  and  Rogers. 
This  was  the  treaty  of  1835.  In  June,  1839,  the 
Ridges,  Boudinot  and  Bell  were  assassinated. 
About  forty  Indians  went  to  Ridge’s  house,  Inde- 
pendence County,  and  cruelly  murdered  young 
Ridge;  they  then  pursued  the  elder  Ridge  and. over- 
taking him  at  the  foot  of  Boston  Mountains,  as  he 
was  on  his  way  to  visit  friends  in  Van  Buren,  Ark., 
shot  him  to  death.  It  seems  there  was  an  old  law 
of  the  nation  back  in  Georgia,  by  which  any  one 
forfeited  his  life  who  bartered  any  part  of  their 
lands. 

The  Choctaws  by  treaty  ceded  to  the  United 
States  all  their  claim  to  lands  lying  within  the 
limits  of  Arkansas,  October  20,  1820. 

On  the  6th  of  May,  1828,  the  Cherokees  ceded 
all  claim  to  their  lands  that  lay  within  the  Territo- 
rial limit  of  Arkansas. 

This  was  about  the  end  of  Indian  occupation 
or  claims  within  the  State  of  Arkansas,  but  not 
the  end  of  important  communication,  and  acts  of 
neighborly  friendship,  between  the  whites  and  the 
Cherokees  especially.  A considerable  number  of 
Indians,  most  of  them  having  only  a slight  mix- 
ture of  Indian  blood,  remained  in  the  State  and  be- 
came useful  and  in  some  instances  highly  influ- 
ential citizens.  Among  them  were  prominent  farm- 
ers, merchants  and  professional  men.  And  very 
often  now  may  be  met  some  prominent  citizen, 
who,  after  even  an  extended  acquaintance,  is  found 
to  be  an  Indian.  Among  that  race  of  people 
they  recognize  as  full  members  of  the  tribe  all 
who  have  any  trace  of  their  blood  in  their  veins, 
whether  it  shows  or  not.  In  this  respect  it  seems 
that  nearly  all  races  differ  from  the  white  man. 
AY ith  the  latter  the  least  mixture  of  blood  of  any 
other  color  pronounces  them  at  once  to  be  not  white. 

The  Cherokee  Indians,  especially,  have  always 


sas.  In  the  late  Civil  War  they  went  with  the 


State  in  the  secession  movement  without  hesitation. 

A brigade  of  Cherokees  was  raised  and  Gen.  Albert 
Pike  was  elected  to  the  command.  The  eminent 
Indians  in  the  command  were  Gen.  Stand  Waitie 
and  Col.  E.  C.  Boudinot.  Until  1863  the  Indians 
were  unanimous  in  behalf  of  the  Southern  cause, 
but  in  that  year  Chief  Ross  went  over  to  the  Fed- 
eral side,  and  thus  the  old  time  divisions  in  the  In- 
dian councils  were  revived. 

Col.  Elias  C.  Boudinot  was  born  in  Georgia,  in 
August,  1835,  the  same  year  of  the  treaty  remov- 
ing the  Indians  from  that  State.  Practically;  | 
j therefore,  he  is  an  Arkansan.  He  shows  a strong  j 
l trace  of  Indian  blood,  though  the  features  of  the 
white  race  predominate.  He  is  a man  of  educa- 
tion and  careful  culture,  and  when  admitted  to  the 
bar  he  soon  won  a place  in  the  splendid  array  of 
talent  then  so  greatly  distinguishing  Arkansas.  A i 
born  orator,  strong  enough  in  intellect  to  think 
without  emotion,  morally  and  physically  a hero,  he  J 
has  spent  much  of  his  life  pleading  for  his  people 
| to  be  made  citizens — the  owners  of  their  individ- 
ual homes,  as  the  only  hope  to  stay  that  swift  de- 
cay that  is  upon  them,  but  the  ignorance  of  his 
tribe  and  the  scheming  of  demagogues  and  selfish 
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“ agents,”  have  thwarted  his  efforts  and  practically 
I exiled  him  from  his  race. 

A few  years  ago  Col.  Boudinot  was  invited  to 
address  Congress  and  the  people  of  Washington 
on  the  subject  of  the  Indian  races.  The  masterly 
address  by  this  man,  one  of  the  greatest  of  all  the 
representatives  of  American  Indians,  will  be  fixed 
in  history  as  the  most  pathetic  epilogue  of  the 
greatest  of  dramas,  the  curtain  of  which  was  raised 
in  1492.  Who  will  ever  read  and  fully  understand 
his  emotions  when  he  repeated  the  lines: 

Their  light  canoes  have  vanished 
From  off  the  crested  waves — 

Amid  the  forests  where  they  roamed 
There  rings  no  hunter’s  shout. 

And  all  their  cone-like  cabins 
That  clustered  o’er  the  vale. 

Have  disappeared  as  withered  leaves, 

1 Before  the  autumn  gale. 
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Discovery  and  Settlement— De  Soto  in  Arkansas— Marquette  and  Joliet— La  Salle,  IIennitin 
and  Tonti — French  and  English  Schemes  of  Conquest  and  Dreams  of  Power — Louisiana 
—The  “ Bl’Bble”  of  John  Law— The  Early  Viceroys  and  Governors— Proprie- 
tary Change  of  Louisiana— French  and  Spanish  Settlers  in  Ark- 
ansas—English  Settlers— A Few  First  Settlers  in  the 
Counties— The  New  Madrid  Earthquake— 

Other  Items  of  Interest. 


Hail,  memory,  hail!  In  thy  exhaustless  mine 
From  age  to  age  unnumbered  treasures  shine! 
Thought  and  her  shadowy  brood  thy  call  obey, 

Anri  place  and  time  are  subject  to  thy  sway. — Rogers. 
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ERDINAND  DE  SOTO,  the 
discoverer  of  the  Missis- 
sippi, was  the  first  civilized 
white  man  to  put  foot  upon 
any  part  of  what  is  now  the 
State  of  Arkansas.  He  and 
■AFohis  band  of  adventurous 
followers  had  forged  their 
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Y/ay  over  immense  obstacles,  through 
the  trackless  wastes,  and  in  the  pleas - 
ant  month  of  June,  1541,  reached  the 

jT-'t.  r.'A 

Mississippi  River  at.  as  is  supposed, 
vA  Chickasaw  Bluffs,  a short  distance  be- 
low  Memphis.  He  had  sailed  from 
• San  Lucan  in  April,  153S,  with  600 
men,  twenty  officers  and  twenty -four  priests.  He 
represented  his  king  and  church,  and  came  to 
make  discoveries  for  his  master  in  Florida,  a coun- 
try' undefined  in  extent,  and  believed  to  be  the 
richest  in  the  world. 

His  expedition  was  a daring  and  dangerous 
one,  and  there  were  but  few  men  in  the  tide  o| 
time  who  could  have  carried  it  on  to'tlie  extent 
that  did  this  bold  Spaniard.  The  worn  and  deci- 


mated band  remained  at  the  Chickasaw  Bluffs  to 
rest  and  recuperate  until  June  29.  then  crossing 
the  river  into  Arkansas,  and  pushing  on  up  the 
Mississippi  Paver,  through  brakes  and  swamps  and 
slashes,  until  they  reached  the  higher  prairie  lands 
that  lead  toward  New  Madrid;  stopping  in  their 
north  course  at  an  Indian  village,  Pacaha,  whose 
location  is  not  known.  De  Soto  sent  an  expedition 
toward  the  Osage  Paver,  but  it  soon  returned  and 
reported  the  country  worthless.*  He  then  turned 
west  and  proceeded  to  the  Boston  Mountains,  at 
the  head- waters  of  White  River;  then  bending 
south,  and  passing  Hot  Springs,  he  went  into  camp 
for  the  winter  on  the  Ouachita  River,  at  Autamqua 
Village,  in  Garland  County.  In  the  spring  he 

*It  is  proper  to  here  state  the  fact  that  some  local  in- 
vestigators, and  others  who  have  studied  the  history  of 
De  Soto’s  voyaging  through  Arkansas,  do  not  believe  that 
he  reached  and  discovered  the  river  as  high  up  as  Mem- 
phis. They  think  he  approached  it  a short  distance  above 
the  month  of  Red  River,  and  from  that  point  made  his 
detour  around  to  Red  River  Others  in  the  State,  who 
have  also  studied  the  subject  thoroughly,  find  excellent 
evidence  of  his  presence  in  A rkansas  along  the  Mississippi, 
particularly  in  Mississippi  County.  See  “History  of 
Mississippi  County,  Ark."  After  examining  the  testi- 
mony carefully  1 incline  to  the  account  as  given  in  the 
context  as  being  the  most  probable. — Ed. 
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floated  down  the  river,  often  lost  in  the  bayous 
and  overflows  ol  Red  River,  and  finally  reached 
again  the  Mississippi.  Halting  here  he  made  dil- 
igent inquiries  of  the  Indians  as  to  the  mouth  of 
the  great  stream,  but  they  could  give  him  no  infor- 
mation. In  June,  one  year  from  the  date  of  his 
discovery,  after  a sickness  of  some  weeks,  he  died. 
As  an  evidence  of  his  importance  to  the  expedition 
his  death  was  kept  a secret,  and  he  was  buried  at 
night,  most  appropriately,  in  the  waves  of  the 
great  river  that  gave  his  name  immortality.  But 
the  secrecy  of  his  death  was  of  no  avail,  for  there 
was  no  one  who  could  supply  his  place,  and  with 
his  life  closed  the  existence,  for  all  practical  pur- 
poses, of  the  expedition.  Here  the  interest  of  the 
historian  in  De  Soto  and  his  companions  ceases. 
He  came  not  to  possess  the  beautiful  country,  or 
plant  colonies,  or  even  extend  the  dominions  of 
civilization,  but  simply  to  find  the  fabled  wealth 
in  minerals  and  precious  stones,  and  gather  them 
and  carry  them  away.  Spain  already  possessed 
Florida,  and  it  was  all  Florida  then,  from  the  At- 
lantic to  the  boundless  and  unknown  west. 

The  three  great  nations  of  the  old  world  had 
conquered  and  possessed— the  Spaniards  Florida, 
the  English  Virginia  and  New  England,  and  the 
French  the  St.  Lawrence.  The  feeblest  of  all 
these  colonizers  or  conquerors  were  the  English, 
and  they  retained  their  narrow  foothold  on  the 
new  continent  with  so  little  vigor  that  for  more 
than  a century  and  a half  they  knew  nothing  of 
the  country  west  of  them  save  the  idle  dreams  and 
fictions  of  the  surrounding  savages.  The  general 
world  had  learned  little  of  De  Soto’s  great  western 
discoveries,  and  when  he  was  buried  in  the  Missis- 
sippi all  remained  undisturbed  from  the  presence 
or  knowledge  of  civilized  men  for  the  period  of 
132  years. 

Jacques  Marquette,  a French  Jesuit  priest,  had 
made  expeditions  along  the  Northern  lakes,  pros- 
elyting among  the  Indian  tribes.  He  had  con- 
ceived-the  idea  that  there  was  a great  western 
river  leading  to  China  and  Japan.  He  was  joined 
in  his  ambition  to  find  this  route,  and  the  tribes 
along  it,  bv  Joliet,  a man  fired  with  the  ambition 
and  daring  of  the  bold  explorer.  These  two  men, 
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with  five  employes,  started  on  their  great  adven- 
ture May  17,  1673.  They  found  the  Epper  Mis- 
sissippi River  and  came  down  that  to  the  mouth 
of  the  Arkansas  River,  thence  proceeding  up  some 
distance,  it  is  supposed  to  near  where  is  Arkansas  \ 
Post.  Thus  the  feet  of  the  white  man  pressed 
once  more  the  soil  of  this  State,  but  it  was  after 
the  lapse  of  many  years  from  the  time  of  De  Soto's 
visit.  Marquette  carried  into  the  newly  discovered 
country  the  cross  of  Christ,  while  Joliet  planted 
in  the  wilderness  the  tri-colors  of  France.  France 
and  Christianity  stood  together  in  the. heart  of  the 
great  Mississippi  Valley;  the  discoverers,  founders 
and  possessors  of  the  greatest  spiritual  and  tem- 
poral empire  on  earth.  From  here  the  voyagers 
: retraced  their  course  to  the  Northern  lakes  and 
the  St.  Lawrence,  and  published  a report  of  their 
discoveries. 

Nine  years  after  Marquette  and  Joliet’s  expe-  | 
dition,  Chevalier  de  La  Salle  came  from  France, 
accompanied  by  Henry  de  Tonti,  an  Italian,  filled 
j with  great  schemes  of  empire  in  the  new  western 
world;  it  is  charged,  by  some  historians  of  that 
day,  with  no  less  ambition  than  securing  the  whole  j 
western  portion  of  the  continent  and  wresting 
Mexico  from  the  Spaniards.  When  Canada  was 
reached,  La  Salle  was  joined  by  Louis  Hennepin, 

I an  ambitious,  unscrupulous  and  daring  Franciscan 
monk.  It  was  evidently  La  Salle’s  idea  to  found 
a military  government  in  the  new  world,  reaching 
with  a line  of  forts  and  military  possession  from 
Quebec,  Canada,  to  at  least  the  Gulf,  if  not,  as 
some  have  supposed,  extending  through  Mexico. 

He  explored  the  country  lying  between  the  North- 
ern lakes  and  the  Ohio  River.  He  raised  a force 
in  Canada  and  sailed  through  Green  Bay.  and, 
sending  back  his  boat  laden  with  furs,  proceeded 
j with  his  party  to  the  head  waters  of  the  Illinois 
River  and  built  Fort  Creve  Cceur.  He  detached 
Hennepin  with  one  companion  and  sent  him  to  hunt 
the  source  of  the  Mississippi.  He  placed  Tonti  in 
command  of  Creve  Cceur,  with  five  men,  and  him- 
; self  returned  to  Canada  in  the  latter  part  of  10S1, 
where  he  organized  a new  party  with  canoes, 
and  went  to  Chicago;  crossing  the  long  portage 
from  there  to  the  Illinois  River,  he  floated  down 
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that  stream  to  the  Mississippi  aud  on  to  the  Gulf 
of  Mexico,  discovering  the  mouth  of  the.  Mississippi 
River  April  5,  10S2,  and  three  days  after,  with 
becoming  pomp  and  ceremony,  took  possession,  in 
the  name  of  France,  of  the  territory,  and  named  it 
Louisiana,  in  honor  of  his  king,  Louis  XIV.  The  i 
vast  region  thus  acquired  by  France  was  not,  as  it 
could  not  be,  well  defined,  but  it  was  intended 
to  embrace,  in  addition  to  much  east  of  the  | 
j Mississippi  River,  all  the  continent  west  of  that 
current. 

After  this  expedition  La  Salle  returned  to 
France,  fitted  out  another  expedition  and  set  sail, 
ostensibly  to  reach  the  mouth  of  the  Mississippi 
River  and  pass  up  that  stream.  He  failed  to  find 
the  river,  and  landed  his  fleet  at  Metagordo  Bay,  j 
Texas,  where  he  remained  two  years,  when  with  a j 
part  of  his  force  he  started  to  reach  Canada  via 
J Fort  St.  Louis,  but  was  assassinated  by  one  of  his  j 
men  near  the  Trinity  River,  Texas,  March  10,  ; 
1687,  and  his  body,  together  with  that  of  his 
nephew,  was  left  on  the  Texas  prairie  to  the  beasts  1 
and  buzzards.  La  Salle  was  a born  commander 
of  men,  a great  explorer,  with  vast  projects  of 
empire  far  beyond  the  comprehension  of  his 
wretched  king,  or  the  appreciation  of  his  country-  j 
men.  Had  he  been  supported  by  a wise  and  strong  ! 
government,  France  would  never,  perhaps,  have 
been  dispossessed  of  the  greatest  inter-continental 
colonial  empire  on  earth — from  the  Alleghanies  to 
j the  Rocky  Mountains.  This  was,  in  fact,  the 
measure  of  the  territory  that  La  Salle’s  expedition 
and  military  possession  gave  to  France.  The  two  | 
i great  ranges  of  mountains,  the  north  pole  and  ; 
j South  America,  were  really  the  boundary  lines  of 
Louisiana,  of  which  permanent  ownership  belonged  ; 
j forever  to  France,  save  for  the  weakness  and  inef-  ; 
' ficiencv  of  that  bete  noire  of  poor,  beautiful,  sunny  ] 
France — Louis  XIY.  In  the  irony  of  fate  the  his-  j 
! torian  of  to-day  may  well  write  down  the  appella- 
tion of  his  toadies  and  parasites,  as  the  grand 
. monarque.  La  Salle  may  justly  be  reckoned  one 
I of  the  greatest  founders  of  empire  in  the  world,  and 
had  poor  France  had  a real  king  instead  of  this  j 
weak  aud  pompous  imbecile,  her  tri  colors  would' 
have  floated  upon  every  breeze  from  the  Allegha- 


nies to  the  Pacific  Ocean,  and  over  the  islands  of 
more  than  half  of  the  waters  of  the  globe. 

The  immensity  of  the  Louisiana  Territory  has 
been  but  little  understood  by  historians.  It  was 
the  largest  and  richest  province  ever  acquired,  and 
the  world’s  history  since  its  establishment  has 
been  intimately  connected  with  and  shaped  by  its 
influence.  Thus  the  account  of  the  Territory  of  ; 
Louisiana  is  one  of  the  most  interesting  chapters 
in  American  history. 

Thirteen  years  after  the  death  of  La  Salle, 
1700,  his  trusty  lieutenant,  Tonti,  descended  the 
Mississippi  River  from  the  Illinois,  with  a band  of  ; 
twenty  French  Illinois  people,  and  upon  reaching 
Arkansas  Post,  established  a station.  This  was 
but  carrying  out  La  Salle’s  idea  of  a military  pos- 
session by  a line  of  forts  from  Canada  to  the  Gulf. 

It  may  be  called  the  first  actual  and  intended  per- 
manent possession  of  Arkansas.  In  the  meantime,  j 
Natchez  had  become  the  oldest  settled  point  in 
the  Territory,  south  of  Illinois,  and  the  conduct  of 
the  commandant  of  the  canton,  Chopart,  was  laying  j 
the  foundations  for  the  ultimate  bloody  massacre 
of  that  place,  in  November,  17‘29.  The  Jesuit,  Du 
Poisson,  was  the  missionary  among  the  Arkansans. 

He  had  made  his  way  up  the  Mississippi  and 
passed  along  the  Arkansas  River  till  he  reached 
the  prairies  of  the  Dakotahs. 

The  Ghickasaws  were  the  dreaded  enemy  of 
France;  it  was  they  who  hurried  the  Natchez  to 
that  awful  massacre;  it  was  they  whose  cedar  bark 
canoes,  shooting  boldly  into  the  Mississippi,  inter- 
rupted the  connections  between  Kaskaskia  and 
New  Orleans,  and  delayed  successful  permanent 
settlements  in  the  Arkansas.  It  was  they  who 
weakened  the  French  empire  in  Louisiana.  They 
colleagued  with  the  English,  and  attempted  to 
extirpate  the  French  dominion  in  the  valley. 

Such  was  Louisiana  more  than  half  a century 
after  the  first  attempt  at  colonization  by  La  Salle. 

Its  population  may  have  been  5,000  whites  and 
half  that  number  of  blacks.  Louis  XIY  had 
fostered  it  by  giving  it  over  to  the  control  of  Law 
and  his  company  of  the  Mississippi,  aided  by 
boundless  but  transient  credit.  Priests  and  friars 
dispersed  through  tribes  from  Biloxi  to  the  Da- 
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kotahs,  and  propitiated  the  favor  of  the  savages.  : 
But  still  the  valley  of  the  Mississippi  remained  a 
wilderness.  All  its  patrons — though  among  them 
it  counted  kings  and  high  ministers  of  state — had 
not  accomplished  for  it  in  half  a century  a tithe  | 
of  that  prosperity  which,  within  the  same  period,  | 
sprung  naturally  from  the  benevolence  of  William 
Penn  to  the  peaceful  settlers  on  the  Delaware. 

It  required  the  feebleness  of  the  grand  mon- 
cirqae  to  discover  John  Law,  the  father  of  in- 
flated cheap  money  and  national  financial  ruin. 
In  September,  1717,  John  Law's  Company  of  the 
West  was  granted  the  commerce  and  control  of 
Louisiana.  He  arrived  at  New  Orleans  with  800 
immigrants  in  August  of  that  year.  Instead  of 
coming  up  the  Mississippi,  they  landed  at  Dau- 
phine  Island  to  make  their  way  across  by  land.' 
The  reign  of  John  Law’s  company  over  Louisiana 
was  a romance  or  a riot  of  folly  and  extravagance. 
He  was  to  people  and  create  a great  empire  on 
cheap  money  and  a monopoly  of  the  slave  trade. 
For  fourteen  years  the  Company  of  the  West  con- 
trolled Louisiana.  The  bubble  burst,  the  dreams  | 
and  illusions  of  ease  and  wealth  passed  away,  and  | 
but  wretched  remnants  of  colonies  existed,  in  the  i 
extremes  of  want  and  suffering.  But,  after  all,  a 
permanent  settlement  of  the  great  valley  had  been 
made.  A small  portion  of  these  were  located  at 
Arkansas  Post,  up  the  Arkansas  Piiver  and  on  Red  j 
River,  and  like  the  most  of  the  others  of  Law’s  ; 
followers,  they  made  a virtue  of  necessity  and  re- 
mained because  they  could  not  get  away. 

John  Law  was  an  Englishman,  a humbug,  but 
a magnificent  one,  so  marked  and  conspicuous  in 
the  world’s  history  that  his  career  should  have 
taught  the  statesmen  of  all  nations  the  simple 
lesson  that  debt  is  not  wealth,  and  that  every  at- 
tempt to  create  wealth  wholly  by  legislation  is  sure 
to  be  followed  by  general  bankruptcy  and  ruin. 

The  Jesuits  and  fur-traders  were  the  founders  j 
of  Illinois;  Louis  XIY  and  privileged  companies  j 
were  the  patrons  of  Southern  Louisiana,  while 
the  honor  of  beginning  the  work  of  colonizing  the  j 
southwest  of  our  republic  belongs  to  the  illustri- 
ous Canadian,  Lemoine  D’Iberville.  He  was  a won 
thy  successor  of  La  Salle.  He  also  sought  to  find 
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the  mouth  of  the  Mississippi,  and  guided  by  floating 
trees  and  turbid  waters,  he  reached  it  on  March 
2,  1699.  He  perfected  the  line  of  communication 
between  Quebec  and  the  Gulf;  extended  east  and 
west  the  already  boundless  possessions  of  France; 
erected  forts  and  carved  the  lilies  on  the  trees  of 
the  forests;  and  fixed  the  seat  of  government  of 
Louisiana  at  Biloxi,  and  appointed  his  brother  to 
command  the  province.  Under  D’Iberville,  the 
French  line  was  extended  east  to  Pascagoula 
River;  Beinville,  La  Sueur,  and  St.  Denys  had 
explored  the  west  to  New  Mexico,  and  had  gone 
in  the  northwest  beyond  the  Wisconsin  and  the 
St.  Croix,  and  reached  the  mouth  of  and  followed 
this  stream  to  the  confluence  of-  the  Blue  Earth- 
D’Iberville  died  of  yellow  fever  at  Havana,  July 
9,  1706,  and  in  his  death  the  Louisiana  colony- 
lost  one  of  its  most  able  and  daring  leaders.  But 
Louisiana,  at  that  time,  possessed  less  than  thirty 
families  of  whites,  and  these  wTere  scattered  on 
voyages  of  discovery,  and  in  quest  of  gold  and 
gems. 

France  perfected  her  civil  government  over 
Louisiana  in  1689,  and  appointed  Marquis  de  San- 
ville,  royal  viceroy.  This  viceroy's  empire  was  as 
vast  in  territory  as  it  was  insignificant  in  popula- 
tion— less  than  300  souls.*  Byr  regular  appoint- 
ments of  viceroys  the  successions  were  maintained 
(including  the  fourteen  years  of  Law’s  supremacy) 
until  by  the  treaty  of  Fontainbleau,  November  3, 
1762,  France  was  stripped  of  her  American  pos- 
sessions, and  Canada  and  the  Spanish  Florida; 
everything  east  of  the  Mississippi  except  the 
island  of  New  Orleans  was  given  to  England, 
and  all  Louisiana,  including  New  Orleans  west  of 
the  Mississippi  River  and  south  of  the  new  southern 
boundary  line  of  Canada,  was  given  to  Spain,  in 
lieu  of  her  Florida  possessions.  Hence,  it  was  No- 
vember 3,  1762,  that  what  is  now-  Arkansas  passed 
from  the  dominion  of  France  to  that  of  Spain. 

The  signing  of  this  treaty  made  that  day  the 
most  eventful  one  in  the  busy  movements  of  the 

*The  title  of  France  to  the  boundless  confines  of 
Louisiana  were  continued  by  the  treaty  of  Utrecht.  The 
contentions  between  England  and  France  over  the-Oi.io 
! country,  afterward,  are  a part  of  the  annals  of  the  gen- 
eral history  of  the  country. 
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human  race.  It  re-mapped  the  world,  gave  the 
English  language  to  the  American  continent,  and 
spread  it  more  widely  over  the  globe  than  any  that 
had  before  given  expression  to  human  thought, 
the  language  that  is  the  alma  mater  of  civil  liberty 
and  religious  independence.  Had  France  perma- 
nently dominated  America,  civil  liberty  and  repre- 
sentative government  would  have  been  yet  unborn. 
The  dogmatic  tyranny  of  the  middle  ages,  with  all 
its  intolerance  and  war,  would  have  been  the  herit- 
age of  North  America. 

Thus  re-adjusted  in  her  domain,  Louisiana  re- 
mained a province  of  Spain  until  October  1,  1800. 
when  the  Little  Corporal  over-ran  Spain  with  his 
victorious  legions,  and  looted  his  Catholic  majesty’s 
domains.  Napoleon  allowed  his  military  ambition 
to  dwarf  his  genius,  and  except  for  this  curious 
fact,  he  was  the  man  who  would  have  saved  and 
disenthralled  ths  French  mind,  and  have  placed 
the  Gaul,  with  all  his  volcanic  forces,  in  an  even 
start  in  the  race  of  civilization  with  the  invincible 
and  cruel  Anglo-Saxon.  He  was  the  only  man  of 
progressive  genius  that  has  ever  ruled  poor,  un- 
fortunate France.  The  treaty  of  St.  Ildefonso, 
secretly  transferring  Louisiana  from  Spain  again 
into  the  possession  of  France,  was  ratified  March  24, 
1801.  Its  conditions  provided  that  it  was  to  re- 
main a secret,  and  the  Spanish  viceroy,  who  was 
governor  of  Louisiana,  knew  nothing  of  the  trans- 
fer, and  continued  in  the  discharge  of  his  duties, 
granting  rights,  creating  privileges  and  deeding 
lands  and  other  things  that  were  inevitable  in 
breeding  confusions,  and  cloudy  land  titles,  such  as 
would  busy  the  courts  for  a hundred  years,  inflict- 
ing injustice  and  heavy  burdens  upon  many  inno- 
cent people. 

In  1802  President  Jefferson  became  possessed 
of  the  secret  that  France  owned  Louisiana.  He  : 
at  once  sent  James  Monroe  to  Paris,  who,  with  the 
resident  minister,  Mr.  Livingston,  opened  negotia-  j 
tions'  with  Napoleon,  at  first  only  drying  to  secure 
the  free  navigation  of  the  Mississippi  River,  but  to 
their  great  surprise  the  Emperor  more  than  met 
them  half  way,  with  a proposal  to  sell  Louisiana  tp 
the  United  States.  The  bargain  was'  closed,  the 
consideration  being  the  paltry  sum  of  815,000,000. 


I’li is  important  move  on  the  great  chess-board  of 
nations  occurred  April  00,  1803.  The  perfunc- 
tory act  of  lowering  the  Spanish  ensign  and  hoist- 
ing the  llag  of  France;  then  lowering  immediately 
the  tri  colors  and  unfurling  the  stars  and  stripes, 
it  is  hoped  never  to  be  furled,  was  performed  at 
St.  Louis  March  9,  1804.  Bless  those  dear  old, 
nation-building  pioneers!  These  were  heavy  drafts 
upon  their  patriotic  allegiance,  but  they  were  equal 
to  the  occasion,  and  ate  their  breakfasts  as  Span- 
iards, their  dinners  as  Frenchmen,  and  suppers  as 
true  Americans. 

The  successful  class  of  immigrants  to  the  west 
of  tho  Mississippi  were  the  French  Canadians,  who 
had  brought  little  or  nothing  with  them  save  the 
clothes  on  their  backs,  and  an  old  flintlock  gun 
with  which  to  secure  game.  They  colonized  after 
the  French  mode  of  villages  and  long  strips  of 
farms,  and  a public  commons.  They  propitiated 
the  best  they  could  the  neighboring  Indian  tribes, 
erected  their  altars,  hunted,  and  frolicked,  and 
w’ere  an  honest,  simple-minded  and  just  people, 
but  little  vexed  with  ambitious  pride  or  grasping 
avarice.  The  mouth  of  the  Arkansas  River  was 
the  attractive  point  for  immigrants  on  their  way  to 
the  Arkansas  Territory,  and  they  would  ascend  that 
stream  to  Arkansas  Post.  There  were  not  500 
w’hite  people  in  the  Territory  of  (now)  Arkansas  in 
1S03,  w'hen  it  became  a part  of  the  United  States. 
In  1S10  the  total  population  vms  1,062.  So  soon 
as  Louisiana  became  a part  of  the  United  States, 
a small  but  never  ceasing  stream  of  English  speak- 
ing people  turned  their  faces  to  the  west  and 
crossed  the  “Father  of  Waters.”  Those  for  Ar- 
kansas established  Montgomery  Point,  at  the  mouth 
of  White  River,  making  that  the  transfer  place  for 
all  shipments  inland.  This  remained  as  the  main 
shipping  and  commercial  point  for  many  years. 
Bv  this  route  were  transferred  the  freights  for 
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Arkansas  Post.  The  highway  from  Montgomery 
Point  to  the  Post  wTas  a slim  and  indistinct  bridle 
path.  The  immigrants  came  down  the  Cumber- 
land and  Tennessee  Rivers  to  the  Ohio  in  keel- 
boats  and  canoes,  and  were  mostly  from  Tennes- 
see; beckoned  to  this  fair  and  rich  kingdom  by  its 
sunny  clime,  its  mountains  and  rivers,  and  its  pro- 
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ductive  valleys,  all  enriched  with  a flora  and  fauna 
surpassing  the  dream  of  a pastoral  poem. 

The  French  were  the  first  permanent  settlers 
of  Arkansas,  and  descendants  of  these  people  are 
still  here.  Many  bearing  the  oldest  French  names 
have  attained  to  a position  among  the  most  emi- 
nent of  the  great  men  of  the  trans-Mississippi. 
Sometimes  the  names  have  become  so  corrupted  as 
to  be  unrecognizable  as  belonging  to  the  early  illus- 
trious stock.  The  English-speaking  people  speak- 
ing French  names  phonetically  would  soon  change 
them  completely,  The  Bogys  and  Lefevres,  for 
instance,  are  names  that  go  back  to  the  very  first 
settlements  in  Arkansas.  “Lefevre”  on  the  maps 
is  often  spelled  phonetically  thus  : ‘ ‘ Lafaver.  ’ ’ 
Representatives  of  the  Lefevre  family  are  yet 
numerous  in  and  about  Little  Rock,  and  in  other 
portions  of  the  State. 

Peter  L.  Lefevre  and  family  were  among  the 
very  first  French  settlers,  locating  in  the  fall  of 
1818  on  the  north  side  of  the  river  on  Spanish 
Grant  No.  497.  about  six  miles  below  Little  Rock. 
His  sons  were  Peter,  Enos,  Francis  G. , Ambrose, 
Akin,  Leon  and  John  B. , his  daughter  being  Mary 
Louise.  All  of  these  have  passed  away  except 
the  now  venerable  Leon  Lefevre,  who  resides  on 
the  old  plantation  where  he  was  born  in  the  year 
1808.  For  eighty  one  years  the  panorama  of  the 
birth,  growth  and  the  vicissitudes  of  Arkansas 
have  passed  before  his  eyes.  It  is  supposed  of  all  ! 
living  men  he  is  the  oldest  representative  surviving 
of  the  earliest  settlers;  however,  a negro,  still  a 
resident  of  Little  Rock,  also  came  in  1818. 

The  first  English  speaking  settlers  were  Ten- 
nesseeans, Kentuckians  and  Alabamians.  The  ear- 
liest came  down  the  Mississippi  River,  and  then 
penetrating  Arkansas  at  the  mouths  of  the  streams 
from  the  west,  ascended  these  in  the  search  for 
future  homes.  The  date  of  the  first  coming  of 
English  speaking  colonists  may  be  given  as  1807, 
those  prior  to  that  time  being  only  trappers, 
limiters  and  voyagers  on  expeditions  of  discovery, 

| or  those  whose  names  can  not  now  be  ascertained. 

South  Carolina  and  Georgia  also  gave  their 
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small  quotas  to  the  first  pioneers  of  Arkansas^ 
From  the  States  south  of  Tennessee  the  route  was 


overland  to  the  Mississippi  River,  or  to  some  of  its 
bayous,  and  then  by  water.  A few  of  these  from 
the  Southern  States  brought  considerable  property, 
and  some  of  them  negro  slaves,  but  not  many 
were  able  to  do  this.  The  general  rule  was  to 
reach  the  Territory  alone  and  clear  a small  piece 
of  ground,  and  as  soon  as  possible  to  buy  slaves  and 
set  them  at  work  in  the  cotton  fields. 

In  1814  a colony  of  emigrants,  consisting  of 
four  families,  settled  at  Bates ville,  then  the  Lower 
Mi  ssouri  Territory,  now7  the  county  seat  of  Inde- 
pendence County.  There  was  an  addition  of  fif- 
teen families  to  this  colony  the  next  year.  Of  the 
first  was  the  family  of  Samuel  Miller,  father  of 
(afterward)  Gov.  William  R.  Miller;  there  were  also 
John  Moore,  the  Magnesses  and  Beans.  All  these 
families  left  names  permanently  connected  with 
the  history  of  Arkansas.  In  the  colony  of  1 Si  5 
(all  from  Kentucky)  were  the  brothers,  Richard, 
John,  Thomas  and  James  Peel,  sons  of  Thomas 
Peel,  a Virginian,  and  Kentucky  companion  of 
Daniel  Boone.  Thomas  Curran  was  also  one  of 
the  later  colonists  from  Kentucky,  a relative  of  the 
great  Irishman.  John  Philpot  Curran.  In  the  1 S 1 5 
colony  were  also  old  Ben  Hardin — hero  of  so  many 
Indian  wars — his  brother,  Joab,  and  William 
Griffin,  Thomas  Wyatt,  William  Martin.  Samuel 
Elvin,  James  Akin,  John  Reed,  James  Miller  and 
John  B.  Craig. 

Alden  Trimble,  who  died  at  Peel,  Ark.,  in 
April,  1889,  aged  seventy- four  years,  was  born  in 
the  Cal  Hogan  settlement,  on  White  River,  Marion 
County,  June  14,  1815.  This  item  is  gained 
from  the  obituary  notice  of  his  death,  and  indicates 
some  of  the  very  first  settlers  in  that  portion  of  the 
State. 

Among  the  oldest  settled  points,  after  Arkan- 
sas Post,  was  what  is  now  Arkadelphia,  Clark 
County.  It  was  first  called  Blakelytown,  after 
Adam  Blakely.  He  had  opened  a little  store  at 
the  place,  and  about  this  were  collected  the  first 
| settlers,  among  whom  may  now7  be  named  Zack 
Davis,  Samuel  Parker  and  Adam  Highnight.  The 
I Blakelys  and  the  names  given  above  were  all  locat- 
ed in  that  settlement  in  the  year  1810.  The  next 
year  came  John  Hemphill,  who  was  the  first  to  dis- 
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cover  and  utilize  the  valuable  waters  of  the  salt 
springs  of  that  place.  He  engaged  in  the  suc- 
cessful manufacture  of  salt,  and  was  in  time  suc- 
ceeded by  his  son-in-law.  Jonathan  O.  Callaway. 
Jacob  Barkman  settled  in  Arkadelphia  in  1811. 
He  was  a man  of  foresight  and  enterprise,  and 
soon  established  a trade  along  the  river  to  New 
Orleans.  He  commenced  navigating  the  river  in 
canoes  and  pirogues,  and  finally  owned  and  ran  in 
the  trade  the  first  steamboat  plying  from  that 
point  to  New  Orleans.  He  pushed  trade  at  the 
point  of  settlement,  at  the  same  time  advancing 
navigation,  and  opened  a large  cotton  farm. 

In  Arkansas  County,  among  the  early  promi- 
nent men  who  were  active  in  the  county's  affairs 
were  Eli  I.  Lewis,  Henry  Scull,  O.  H.  Thomas, 
T.  Farrelly,  Hewes  Scull,  A.  B.  K.  Thetford  and 
Lewis  Bogy.  The  latter  afterward  removed  to 
Mi:  ssouri,  and  has  permanently  associated  his  name 
with  the  history  of  that  State.  In  a subsequent 
list  of  names  should  be  mentioned  those  of  Will- 
iam Fultony,  James  Maxwell  and  James  H.  Lucas, 
the  latter  being  another  of  the  notable  citizens  of 
Missouri. 

Carroll  County:  Judges  George  Campbell  and 
William  King,  and  John  Bush,  T.  H.  Clark,  Abra- 
ham Shelly,  William  Nooner,  Judge  Hiram  Davis, 
W.  C.  Mitchell.  Charles  Sneed,  A.  M.  Wilson, 
Elijah  Tabor,  William  Beller,  M.  L.  Hawkins, 
John  McMillan,  M.  Perryman,  J.  A.  Hicks,  N. 
Rudd.  Thomas  Callen.  A’.  E.  Armstrong:. 

Chicot  County:  John  Clark,  William  B.  Patton, 
Richard  Latting,  George  W.  Ferribee,  Francis 
Rycroft,  Thomas  Knox,  W.  B.  Duncan,  J.  W. 
Boone,  H.  S.  Smith,  James  Blaine,  Abner  John- 
son. William  Hunt,  J.  AY.  Neal,  James  Murray, 
B.  Magruder,  AW  P.  Reyburn,  J.  T.  AVhite,  John 
Fulton,  Judge  AY.  H.  Sutton,  J.  Chapman,  Hiram 
Morrell.  Reuben  Smith,  A.  AV.  Webb. 

In  Clark  County,  in  the  earliest  times,  were 
AY.  P.  L.  Blair,  Colbert  Baker.  Moses  Graham, 
Mathew  Logan,  James  Miles,  Thomas  Drew, 
Daniel  Ringo,  A.  Stroud,  David  Fisk  and  Isaac 
Ward. 

Clay  County:  John  J.  Griffin,  Abraham  Rob- 

erts, AYilliam  Davis,  AA'illiam  H.  Alack,  James 


J AA  atson,  J.  G.  Dudley,  James  Campbell,  Single- 
i ton  Copeland,  C.  II.  Aloblev. 

Conway  County:  Judge  Saif  old,  David  Bar- 
! ber,  James  Kellam,  Reuben  Blunt,  James  Barber, 
James  AVard,  Thomas  Mathers,  John  Houston,  E. 
AY.  Owen,  Judge  B.  B.  Ball,  J.  I.  Simmons,  T.  S. 
Haynes,  B.  F.  Howard,  AA’illiam  Ellis,  N.  H. 
Buckley,  James  AA’ard,  Judge  Robert  McCall,  AAT. 
II.  Robertson,  L.  C.  Griffin,  Judge  AA’.  T.  Gamble, 
D.  D.  Alason,  George  Fletcher  and  D.  Harrison. 

Craighead  County:  Rufus  Snoddy,  Daniel 

O’ Guinn,  Y’ancev  Broadway,  Henry  Powell,  D.  R. 
Tyler,  Elias  Alackey,  AA’illiam  Q.  Lane,  John  Ham- 
ilton, Asa  Puckett,  Eli  Quarles,  AA'illiam  Puryear. 

In  Crawford  County  were  Henry  Bradford, 
Jack  Alills,  G.  C.  Pickett,  Mark  Beane,  J.  C.  Sum- 
ner, James  Billingsley. 

Crittenden  County : J.  Livingston,  AA’.  D.  Fer- 
guson, AAI  Goshen,  AA’illiam  Cherry,  Judge  D.  H. 
Harrig,  O.  AW  AA’allace,  S.  A.  Cherry,  Judge 
Charles  Blackmore,  S.  R.  Cherry,  John  Tory,  F. 
B.  Read,  Judge  A.  B.  Hubbins,  H.  0.  Oders,  J. 
H.  AVathen,  H.  Bacon. 

Fulton  County:  G.  AA’.  Archer,  AA’illiam  AA’ells, 
Daniel  Hubble,  Moses  Brannon,  John  Nichols. 
Moses  Steward,  Enos  C.  Hunter,  Milton  Yarberry, 
Dr.  A.  C.  Cantrell. 

Greene  County:  Judge  L.  Brookfield,  L. 
Thompson,  James  Brown.  J.  Sutfin,  G.  Hall, 

I Charles  Robertson,  Judge  AA’.  Hane,  Judge  George 
| Daniel,  G.  L.  Martin,  J.  Stotts,  James  Ratchford, 
Judge  L.  Thompson,  H.  L.  Holt,  J.  L.  Atkinson, 

| J.  Clark,  II.  N.  Reynolds,  John  Anderson,  Ben- 
jamin Crowley,  AA’illiam  Peveliouse,  John  Mitch- 
ell, Aaron  Bagwell,  A.  J.  Smith,  AViley  Clarkson, 
AA’illiam  Hatch. 

In  Hempstead  County:  J.  M.  Steward.  A.  S. 
AValker,  Benjamin  Clark.  A.  M.  Oakley,  Thomas 
i Dooley,  D.  T.  AA’itier,  Edward  Cross,  AYilliam 
McDonald,  D.  AA’ilburn  and  James  Moss. 

Hot  Springs  County:  L.  N.  AA’est,  G.  B. 

Hughes,  Judge  AV.  Durham,  G.  AA’.  Rogers,  T.  AA’. 
Johnson,  J.  T.  Grant,  J.  H.  Robinson.  H.  A. 
AA’hit  tington,  John  Callaway,  J.  T.  Grant,  Judge 
G.  AA’hittington,  L.  Runyan,  R.  Huson,  J.  Bank- 
son.  Ira  Robinson,  Judge  A.  N.  Sabin,  C.  A.  Sa- 
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bin,  AAA  AAA  McDaniel,  \V.  Dunham,  A.  B.  AIcDon- 
akl.  Joseph  Lorance. 

Independence  County : R. 'Searcy,  Robert  Bean,  j 
Charles  Kelly,  John  Reed,  T.  Curran,  John  Bean,  j 
I.  Curran,  J.  L.  Daniels,  J.  Redmon,  John  Rud- 
dcll,  C.  H.  Pelham,  Samuel  Miller,  James  Micham, 

! James  Trimble,  Henry  Engles,  Hartwell  Boswell, 

; John  II.  Ringgold. 

£3  0 

Izard  County:  J.  P.  Houston,  John  Adams,  , 
1 Judge  Mathew  Adams,  H.  C.  Roberts,  Jesse  Adams, 

| John  Hargrove,  J.  Blyeth,  William  Clement, 
Judge  J.  Jeffrey.  Daniel  Jeffrey,  A.  Adams,  J.  A. 
Harris,  W.  B.  Carr,  Judge  B.  Hawkins,  B.  H. 
Johnson,  D.  K.  Loyd,  W.  H.  Carr,  A.  Creswell, 
H.  W.  Bandy,  Moses  Bishop,  Daniel  Hively, 
John  Gray,  William  Powell  Thomas  Richardson, 
William  Seymour. 

Jackson  County:  Judge  Hiram  Glass,  J.  C. 
Saylors,  Isaac  Gray,  N.  Copeland,  Judge  E. 
Bartley,  John  Robinson,  A.  M.  Carpenter,  Judge  ! 
D.  C.  Waters,  P.  O.  Flynn,  Hall  Roddy,  Judge  | 
R.  Ridley,  G.  W.  Cromwell,  Sam  Mathews,  Sam  j 
1 Allen,  Martin  Bridgeman,  John  Wideman,  New-  | 
ton  Arnold,  Joseph  Haggerton,  Holloway  Stokes.  I 

Jefferson  County:  Judge  W.  P.  Hackett,  J.  T.  i 
Pullen,  Judge  Creed  Taylor,  Peter  German,  N.  i 
Holland,  Judge  Sam  C.  Roane,  AA’illiam  Kinkead,  j 
Thomas  O'Neal.  E.  H.  Roane,  S.  Dardenne,  Sam  ' 
Taylor,  Judge  H.  Bradford,  H.  Edgington,  Judge 
W.  H.  Lindsey,  J.  H.  Caldwell. 

Johnson  County:  Judge  George  Jameson,  j 

Thomas  Jenette,  S.  F.  Mason,  Judge  J.  P.  Kessie,  j 
A.  Sinclair.  AYilliam  Fritz,  AA\  J.  Parks,  R.  S. 
AIcAIicken,  Augustus  AVard,  Judge  J.  L.  Cravens, 

A.  M.  Ward,  M.  Rose,  A.  L.  Black.  AY.  A.  Ander- 
son, Judge  J.  B.  Brown,  A.  Sinclair,  AA’illiam 
Adams,  AY.  AI.  H.  Newton. 

Lafayette  County:  Judge  Jacob  Buzzard,  Jesse 
Douglass,  Joshua  Morrison.  I.  AY.  AYard,  J.  T.  ! 
Conway,  AAA  E.  Hodges.  J.  Morrison,  George  Doo-  I 
ley,  J.  AI  Dorr,  J.  P.  Jett.  AY.  B.  Conway,  W. 
H.  Conway,  T.  AA  Jackson.  G.  H.  Pickering,  j 
Judge  E.  AI.  Lowe,  R.  F.  Sullivan,  James  Ab-  j 
rams. 

i 

La  wrence  County:  Joseph  Hardin,  Robert': 

j Plane,  H.  Sandford,  John  Reed,  R.  Richardson,  | 

i 
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J.  AI.  Kuykendall,  H.  R.  Hynson,  James  Camp- 
bell, D.  AV.  Lowe,  Thomas  Black,  John  Rodney, 
John  Spotts,  AA'illiam  J Hudson,  William  Stuart, 
Isaac.  Alorris,  AA'illiam  B.  Alarshall,  John  S.  Fick- 
1 in. 

Aladison  County:  Judge  John  Bowen,  H.  B. 
Brown,  P.  AI.  Johnson,  II.  C.  Daugherty,  AI. 
Perryman.  T.  AIcCuiston. 

In  Miller  County:  John  Clark,  J.  Ewing,  J.  H. 
Fowler,  B.  English,  C.  AVright.,  G.  F.  Lawson. 
Thomas  Polk,  George  AA’etmore,  David  Clark,  J. 
G.  Pierson.  John  Alorton,  N.  Y.  Crittenden, 
Charles  Burkem,  George  Collum.  G.  C.  AYetmore, 
D.  C.  Steele,  G.  F.  Lawton  and  Judge  G.  AI. 
Alartin. 

Alississippi  County:  Judge  Edwin  Jones,  J. 
AY.  AA'hitworth,  E.  F.  Loyd,  S.  AIcLung,  G.  C. 
Barfield,  Judge  Nathan  Ross,  Judge  John  Trov, 
J.  AAA  Dewitt,  J.  C.  Bowen,  Judge  Fred  Aliller, 
Uriah  Russell.  T.  L.  Daniel,  J.  G.  Davis,  Judge 
Nathan  Ross,  J.  P.  Edrington,  Thomas  Sears, 
A.  G.  Blackmore,  AYilliam  Ivellums,  Thomas  J. 
Alii  Is,  James  AA’illiams,  Elijah  Buford,  Peter  G. 
Reeves. 

Alonroe  County:  Judge  AATilliam  Ingram,  J.  C. 
Alontgomery,  James  Eagan,  John  Aladdox,  Lafay- 
ette Jones,  Judge  James  Carlton,  AI.  Alitchell,  J. 
R.  Dye,  J.  Jacobs,  R.  S.  Bell. 

Phillips  County:  AAA  B.  R.  Horner,  Daniel 

Alooney,  S.  Phillips,  S.  AI.  Rutherford,  George 
Seaborn,  H.  L.  Biscoe,  G.  AAA  Fereby,  J.  H. 
AIcKenzi^,  Austin  Hendricks,  AAA  H.  Calvert,  N. 
Righton,  B.  Burress,  F.  Hanks,  J.  II.  AIcKeal, 
J.  K.  Sandford,  S.  S.  Smith,  C.  P.  Smith,  J.  H. 
McKenzie,  S.  C.  Alooney,  I.  C.  P.  Tolleson,  Erner 
Askew,  P.  Pinkston,  Charles  Pearcy,  J.  B.  Ford, 
AAA  Bettiss,  J.  Skinner.  H.  Turner  and  AI.  Irvin. 

Pike  County:  Judge  AAA  Sorrels,  D.  S.  Dickin- 
son, John  Hughes,  J.  AAA  Dickinson.  Judge  AAA 
Kelly,  Isaac  AA'hite,  J.  H.  Kirkhan,  E.  K.  AVill- 
iams,  Henry  Brewer. 

Poinsett  County:  Judges  Richard  Hall  and 

AA’illiam  Harris,  Drs.  Theophilus  Griffin  and  John 
P.  Hardis.  Harrison  Ainsworth,  Robert  H.  Stone, 
Benjamin  Harris. 

Pope  County:  Judge  Andrew  Scott.  Twitfv 
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Pace,  H.  Stinnett,  W.  Garrott,  AA'.  'Mitchell, 
Judge  S.  K.  Blythe,  A.  E.  Pace,  J.  J.  Morse,  F. 
Heron,  Judge  Thomas  Murray,  Jr.,  S.  M.  Hayes, 

S.  S.  Hayes,  R.  S.  Witt,  Judge  Isaac  Brown,  R. 

T.  Williamson,  W.  W.  Rankin,  Judge  J.  J.  Morse, 

J.  B.  Logan,  W.  C.  Webb. 

Pulaski  County:  II.  G.  Oden.  L.  R.  Curran, 
Jacob  Peyatte,  A.  H.  Renick,  G.  Greathouse.  M. 
Cunningham,  Samuel  Anderson,  H Armstrong.  T. 
AW  Newton,  D.  E.  McKinney,  S.  M.  Rutherford, 

A.  McHenry,  Allen  Martin,  J.  H.  Caldwell.  Judge 
S.  S.  Hall,  J.  Henderson,  William  Atehinson.  R. 
N.  Rowland,  Judge  David  Rorer,  J.  K.  Taylor, 
R.  H.  Callaway.  A.  L.  Langham,  Judge  J.  H. 
Cocke,  AY.  Badgett,  G.  N.  Peay,  J.  C.  Anthony, 

L.  R.  Lincoln.  A.  Alartin,  A.  S.  AYalker.  Judge 
R.  Graves,  J.  P.  and  John  Fields,  J.  Iv.  Taylor, 
AY.  C.  Howell,  J.  Gould,  Roswell  Beebe,  William 
Russell,  John  C.  Peay. 

Randolph  County:  Judge  P.  R.  Pittman,  B.  J. 
AA’iley,  William  Black.  It.  Bradford,  J.  AI.  Cooper, 

B.  J.  AViley,  B.  AI.  Simpson,  John  Janes,  James 
Campbell,  Samuel  AIcElroy,  Edward  Alattix. 
Thomas  S.  Drew.  R.  S.  Bettis,  James  Russell. 

St.  Francis  County:  Andrew  Roane.  AYilliam  j 
Strong,  S.  Crouch,  Judge  John  Johnson,  T.  J.  | 
Curl,  G.  B.  Lincecum,  AYilliam  Lewis,  Judge 
AYilliam  Strong,  Isaac  Alitchell,  David  Davis, 
Isaac  Forbes,  Judge  AYilliam  Enos,  N.  O.  Little, 
W.  G.  Bozeman,  H.  AI.  Carothers.  Judge  R.  H. 
Hargrove,  H.  H.  Curl,  Cyrus  Little. 

Saline  County:  Judge  T.  S.  Hutchinson,  Samuel 
Caldwell,  AT.  Brazil,  C.  Lindsey,  A.  Garrick.  Judge 
H.  Prudden,  G.  B.  Hughes,  Samuel  Collins,  J.  J. 
Joiner,  J.  R.  Conway,  R.  Brazil,  E.  AI.  Owen, 
George  AIcDaniel,  C.  P.  Lyle. 

Scott  County:  Judge  Elijah  Baker,  S.  B. 
AA’alker.  James  Riley,  J.  It.  Choate.  Judge  James 
Logan,  G.  Alarshall,  Charles  Humphrey,  AY.  Cau- 
thorn,  G.  C.  AYalker.  T.  J.  Garner,  Judge  Gilbert 
Marshall,  AAA  Kenner. 

Searcy  County:  Judge AA’illiam  AA'ood,  AATilliam 
Kavanaugli,  E.  AI.  Hale,  Judge  Joseph  Rea,  AA’ill- 
iam Ruttes.  Joe  Brown.  X.  Robertson,  T.  S.  Hale, 
Judge  J.  Campbell.  ' 

Sevier  County:  Judge  John  Clark,  It.  Hart- 


field,  G.  Clark,  J.  T.  Little,  Judge  David  Foran, 
P.  Little,  AA’illiam  AA’hite,  Charles  Moore,  A. 
Harttield,  Judge  J.  F.  Little,  Henry  Alorris, 
Judge  Henry  Brown,  George  Halbrook,  Judge 
It.  II.  Scott,  S.  S.  Smith. 

Sharp  County:  John  King,  Robert  Lott,  Nich- 
olas Norris,  William  Alorgan,  AA’illiam  J.  Gray, 
AVill  iam  AA’illiford,  Solomon  Hudspeth,  Stephen 
English,  John  AA’alker,  L.  D.  Dale,  John  C.  Gar- 
ner. R.  P.-Smithee,  Josiah  Richardson,  Judge  A. 
H.  Nunn,  AVilliam  G.  Alathenv. 

Union  County:  John  T.  Cabeen.  John  Black, 
Jr.,  Judge  John  Black,  Sr.,  Benjamin  Gooch, 
Alexander  Beard,  Thomas  O'Neal,  Judge  G.  B. 
Hughes,  John  Cornish,  John  Hogg,  Judge  Hiram 
Smith,  J.  R.  Aloore,  John  Henry,  John  Stokeley, 
Judge  Charles  H.  Seay,  AA’.  L.  Bradley,  Judge 
Thomas  Owens. 

Van  Buren  County:  Judge  J.  L.  Laferty,  P. 
O.  Powell,  N.  Daugherty,  Philip  AA  ail,  L.  AA  iil- 
iams,  Judge  J.  B.  Craig,  Judge  J.  AI.  Baird,  J. 
AIcAllister,  Judge  AA’illiam  Dougherty,  A.  Alor- 
rison,  George  Counts,  A.  Caruthers,  AA’.  AA’.  Trim- 
ble, It.  Bain,  J.  O.  Young,  George  Hardin,  A.  AA . 
AIcRaines,  Judge  J.  C.  Ganier. 

AA’ashington  County:  L.  Newton,  Lewis  Evans, 
John  Skelton,  Judge  Robert  AIcAmy,  B.  H. 
Smithson,  Judge  John  AVilson,  James  Alarrs,  A’. 
Caruthers,  James  Coulter,  J.  T.  Edmonson,  Judge 
J.  AI.  Hoge,  James  Crawford,  John  AIcClellan. 
Judge  AA'.  B.  AA’oody,  AA’.  AA’.  Hester,  Judge  John 
Cureton,  L.  C.  Pleasants,  Isaac  Alurphy,  D.  Calla- 
ghan. Judge  Thomas  AA'ilson,  AA’.  L.  AA’allace  and 
L.  AY.  AA’allace. 

AA'hite  County:  Judge  Samuel  Guthrie,  P.  AY. 
Roberts,  P,  Crease.  Alichael  Owens,  AI.  H.  Blue, 
S.  Arnold,  J.  AA’,  Bond,  AA’illiam  Cook,  J.  Arnold, 
Alilton  Saunders,  Janes  Bird,  Samuel  Beeler, 
James  AA’alker,  Alartin  Jones,  Philip  Hilger,  James 
King,  L.  Pate,  John  Akin,  Reuben  Stephens,  Sam- 
uel Guthrie. 

AA’oodrutT  County:  Rolla  Gray,  Durant  H. 
Bell,  John  Dennis.  Dudley  Glass,  Alichael  Hag- 
gerdon.  Samuel  Taylor,  James  Barnes,  George 
Hatch,  John  Teague,  Thomas  Arnold  and  Thomas 
Hough. 
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The  above  were  all  prominent  men  in  their  lo-  , 
calities  during  the  Territorial  times  of  Arkansas. 
Many  of  them  have  left  names  and  memories  inti-  j 
mately  associated  with  t lie  history  of  the  State. 
They  were  a part  of  those  pioneers  “ who  hewed 
the  dark,  old  woods  away,”  and  left  a rich  inheri- 
tance, and  a substantial  civilization,  having  wealth, 
refinement  and  luxuries,  that  were  never  a part  of 
their  dreams.  They  were  home  makers  as  well  as 
State  and  Nation  builders.  They  cut  out  the  roads, 
opened  their  farms,  bridged  the  streams,  built 
houses,  made  settlements,  towns  and  cities,  render- 
ing all  things  possible  to  their  descendants;  a race 
of  heroes  and  martyrs  pre-eminent  in  all  time  for 
the  blessings  they  transmitted  to  posterity:  they 
repelled  the  painted  savage,  and  exterminated  the 
ferocious  wild  beasts;  thev  worked,  struggled  and 
endured  that  others  might  enjoy  the  fruits  of  their 
heroic  sacrifices.  Their  lives  were  void  of  evil  to 
mankind;  possessing  little  ambition,  their  touch 
was  the  bloom  and  never  the  blight.  Granted, 
cynic,  they  buikled  wiser  than  they  knew,  yet  they 
built,  and  built  well,  and  their  every  success  was 
the  triumphant  march  of  peace.  Let  the  record  of 
their  humble  but  great  lives  be  immortal! 

The  New  Madrid  earthquake  of  J S 1 1—12,  com- 
mencing in  the  last  of  December,  and  the  subterra- 
nean forces  ceasing  after  three  months’  duration, 
was  of  itself  a noted  era.  but  to  the  awful  display 
of  nature’s  forces  was  added  a far  more  important 
and  lasting  event,  the  result  of  the  silent  but 
mighty  powers  of  the  human  mind.  Simulta-  j 
neously  with  the  hour  of  the  most  violent  convul- 
sions of  nature,  the  third  day  of  the  earthquake,  j 
there  rode  out  at  the  mouth  of  the  Ohio,  into  the  | 
lashed  and  foaming  waters  of  the  Mississippi,  the  ■ 
first  steamboat  that  ever  ploughed  the  western 
waters — the  steamer  “Orleans,”  Capt.  Roosevelt. 
So  awful  was  the  display  of  nature’s  energies,  that  ! 
the  granitic  earth,  with  a mighty  sound,  heaved 
and  writhed  like  a storm-tossed  ocean.  The  great 
river  turned  back  in  its  flow,  the  waves  of  the 
ground  burst,  shooting  high  in  the  air.  spouting 
sand  and  water;  great  forest-covered  hills  disap- 
peared at  the  bottom  of  deep  lakes  into  winch 
they  had  sunk;  and  the  “sunk  lands”  are  to 


this  day  marked  on  the  maps  of  Southeast  Mis- 
souri and  Northeast  Arkansas.  The  sparse  popu- 
lation along  the  river  (New  Madrid  was  a flourish- 
ing young  town)  fled  the  country  in  terror,  leav- 
ing mostly  their  effects  and  domestic  animals. 

The  wild  riot  of  nature  met  in  this  wilderness 
the  triumph  of  man’s  genius.  Where  else  on  the 
globe  so  appropriately  could  have  been  this  meet- 
ing of  the  opposing  forces  as  at  the  mouth  of  the 
Ohio  and  on  the  convulsed  bosom  of  the  Father  of 
Waters?  How  feeble,  apparently,  in  this  contest, 
were  the  powers  of  man;  how  grand  and  awful  the 
play  of  nature’s  forces!  The  mote  struggling 
against  the  “wreck  of  worlds  and  crush  of  mat- 
ter.” But,  “peace  be  still,”  was  spoken  to  the 
vexed  earth,  while  the  invention  of  Fulton  will  go 
on  forever.  The  revolving  paddle-wheels  were  the 
incipient  drive-wheels,  on  which  now  ride  in  tri- 
umph the  glories  of  this  great  age. 

The  movement  of  immigrants  to  Arkansas  in 
the  decade  following  the  earthquake  was  retarded 
somewhat,  whereas,  barring  this,  it  should  and 
would  have  been  stimulated  into  activity  by  the 
advent  of  steamboats  upon  the  western  rivers.  The 
south  half  of  the  State  was  in  the  possession  of 
the  Quapaw  Indians.  The  Spanish  attempts  at 
colonizing  were  practical  failures.  His  Catholic 
majesty  was  moving  in  the  old  ruts  of  the  feudal 
ages,  in  the  deep-seated  faith  of  the  “divinity  of 
kings,”  and  the  paternal  powers  and  duties  of 
rulers.  The  Bastrop  settlement  of  “thirty  fam- 
ilies,” by  a seigniorial  grant  in  1797,  had  brought 
years  of  suffering,  disappointment  and  failure. 
This  was  an  attempt  to  found  a colony  on  the 
Ouachita  River,  granting  an  entire  river  and  a 
strip  of  land  on  each  side  thereof  to  Bastrop, 
the  government  to  pay  the  passage  of  the  people 
across  the  ocean  and  to  feed  and  clothe  them  one 
year.  To  care  for  its  vassals,  and  to  provide 
human  breeding  grounds;  swell  the  multitudes  for 
the  use  of  church  and  State;  to  “glorify  God” 
by  repressing  the  growing  instincts  of  liberty  and 
the  freedom  of  thought,  and  add  subjects  to  the 
possession  and  powers  of  these  gilded  toads,  were 
the  essence  of  the  oriental  schemes  for  peopling 
the  new  world.  Happily  for  mankind  they  failed, 
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and  the  wiki  beasts  returned  to  care  for  their  young  \ a manly  spirit  of  self-reliance  and  independence, 
in  safety  and  await  the  coming  of  the  real  pioneers,  ; These  were  the  successful  founders  and  builders 
they  who  came  bringing  little  or  nothing,  save  i of  empire  in  the  wilderness. 


iv. 


Organization. — The  Viceroys  and  Governors — Tiie  Attitude  of  the  Royal  Owners  of  Louisiana- 
Tiie  District  Divided — The  Territory  of  Arkansas  Formed  from  the  Territory  of  Missouri 
— The  Territorial  Government — The  First  Legislature — The  Seat  of  Government 
— Other  Legislative  Bodies — The  Deullo— Arkansas  Admitted  to  Statehood 
— The  Constitutional  Conventions — The  Memorable  Reconstruction 
Period— Legislative  Attitude  on  the  Question  of  Secession 
—Tiie  War  of  the  Governors,  etc.,  etc. 

N the  preceding  cbapter  are  | 
xj|  !<’>!• /'-aA  v briefly  traced  the  changes 

<"u 


“||vpa»*:r 


'"’i  in  the  government  of  the 
Territory  of  Louisiana  from 
its  discovery  to  the  Year 
/fop(  1803,  when  it  became  a 

“ part  of  the  territory  of 
the  United  States.  Discovered  by 
the  Spanish,  possessed  by  the  French, 
divided  and  re-divided  between  the 
French,  Spanish  and  English:  set- 
tled by  the  Holy  Mother  Church, 
in  the  warp  and  woof  of  nations  it 
was  the  Hying  shuttle-cock  of  the 
great  weaver  in  its  religion  as  well 
as  allegiance  for  261  years.  This 
foundling,  this  waif  of  nations,  was 
but  an  outcast,  or  a trophy  chained  to  the 
triumphal  car  of  the  victors  amoDg  the  warring 
European  powers,  until  in  the  providence  of  God 
it  reached  its  haven  and  abiding  home  in  the 
bosom  of  the  union  of  States. 

As  a French  province,  the  civil  government  of 
Louisiana  was  organized,  and  the  Marquis  de  San- 
ville  appointed  viceroy  or  governor  iu  1689. 


UNDER  FRENCH  RULE. 

Robert  Cavelier  de  La  Salle  (April  9, 

formal) 1682-16SS 

(Marquis  de  Sanville 1689-1700 

Bienville 1701-1712 

Lamothe  Cadillar 1718-1715 

De  L’Epinay 1716-1717 

Bienville 171S-1723 

Boisbriant  (ad  interim) 1724 

Bienville 1732-1741 

Baron  de  Kelerec 1753-1762 

DAbbadie 1763-1766" 

UNDER  SPANISH  RULE. 

Antonio  tie  Flloa 1767-1768 

Alexander  O'Reilly. 1768-1769 

Louis  de  Unzaga 1770-1776 

Beruando  de  Galvez 1777-1784 

Estevar  Miro 1785-1787 

Francisco  Luis  Hortu,  Baron  of  Caron- 

delet 1789-1792 

Gayoso  de  Lemos 1793-1798 

Sebastian  de  Cosa  Calvo  y O' Farrell.  ..1798-1799 
Juan  Manual  de  Salcedo 1800-1803 

From  the  dates  already  given  it  will  be  seen 
that  the  official  acts  of  Salcedo  during  his  entire 


■f  Louisiana  west  of  the  (Mississippi,  although  ceded 
to  Spain  in  1762,  remained  under  French  jurisdiction 
until  1766. 
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term  of  office,  under  the  secret  treaty  of  Ildefonso, 
j were  tainted  with  irregularity.  Thousands  of  land 
orrants  had  been  given  bv  him  after  he  had  in  fact 
! ceased  to  be  the  viceroy  of  Spain.  The  contract- 
ing powers  had  affixed  to  the  treaty  the  usual  ob- 
j ligations  of  the  fulfillment  of  all  undertakings,  but 
| the  American  courts  and  lawyers,  in  that  ancient 
1 spirit  of  legal  hypercritical  technicalities,  had 
I given  heed  to  the  vicious  doctrine  that  acts  in  good 
i faith  of  a de  facto  governor  may  be  treated  as  of 
questionable  validity.  This  was  never  good  law, 
because  it  was  never  good  sense  or  justice. 

The  acts  and  official  doings  of  these  vice-royal- 
ties in  the  wilderness  present  little  or  nothing  of 
interest  to  the  student  of  history,  because  they 
were  local  and  individual  in  their  bearing.  It 
was  the  action  of  the  powers  across  the  waters,  in 
reference  to  Canada  and  Louisiana,  that  in  their 
wide  and  sweeping  effects  have  been  nearly  omnip- 
otent in  shaping  civilization. 

Referring  to  the  acquisition  of  Canada  and  the 
Louisiana  east  of  the  Mississippi  River,  Bancroft 
says  that  England  exulted  in  its  conquest;* 
enjoying  the  glory  of  extended  dominion  in  the 
confident  expectation  of  a boundless  increase  of 
wealth.  But  its  success  was  due  to  its  having 
taken  the  lead  in  the  good  old  struggle  for  libertv, 
and  it  was  destined  to  bring  fruits,  not  so  much  to 
itself  as  to  the  cause  of  freedom  and  mankind. 

France,  of  all  the  States  on  the  continent  of 
1 Europe  the  most  powerful,  by  territorial  unity, 
wealth,  numbers,  industry  and  culture,  seemed 
also  by  its  place  marked  out  for  maritime  ascend  - 
i ency.  Set  between  many  seas  it  rested  upon  the 
i Mediterranean,  possessed  harbors  on  the  German 
Ocean,  and  embraced  between  its  wide  shores  and 
jutting  headlands  the  bays  and  open  waters  of  the 
Atlantic;  its  people,  infolding  at  one  extreme  the 
offspring  of  colonists  from  Greece,  and  at  the 
j other  the  hardy  children  of  the  Northmen,  being 
called,  as  it  were,  to  the  inheritance  of  life  upon 
the  sea.  The  nation,  too,  readily  conceived  or  ap- 
propriated great  ideas  and  delighted  in  bold  re- 
i solves.  Its  travelers  had  penetrated  farthest  into 

^Bancroft,  vol.  iv.— 157;  Gayane's  Histoire  de  la 
Louisiime,  vol.  ii.— 121 . 


| the  fearful  interior  of  unknown  lands;  its  mission - 
! aries  won  most  familiarly  the  confidence  of  the 
; aboriginal  hordes;  its  writers  described  writh 
j keener  and  wiser  observation  the  forms  of  nature 
| in  her  wildness,  and  the  habits  and  languages  of 
j savage  man;  its  soldiers,  and  every  lay  Frenchman 
1 in  America  owed  military  service,  uniting  beyond  j 
i all  others  celerity  with  courage,  knew  best  how  to 
j endure  the  hardships  of  forest  life  and  to  triumph 
1 in  forest  warfare.  Its  ocean  chivalry  had  given  a 
name  and  a colony  to  Carolina,  and  its  merchants 
j a people  to  Acadia.  The  French  discovered  the 
basin  of  the  St.  Lawrence;  wrere  the'  first  to  ex- 
plore and  possess  the  banks  of  the  Mississippi,  and 
planned  an  American  empire  that  should  unite  the 
widest  valleys  and  most  copious  inland  waters  in 
| the  world.  But  over  all  this  splendid  empire  in 
i the  old  and  the  new  world  was  a government  that 
! was  medieval — mured  in  its  glittering  palaces, 
taxing  its  subjects,  it  would  allow  nothing  to  come 
to  the  Louisiana  Territory  but  what  was  old  and 
worn  out.  French  America  was  closed  against  even 
i a gleam  of  intellectual  independence;  nor  did  all 
Louisiana  contain  so  much  as  one  dissenter  from  | 
the  Roman  Church. 

“ We  have  caught  them  at  last,”  exultingly  ex- 
claimed Choiseul,  when  he  gave  up  the  Canadas  i 
to  England  and  the  Louisiana  to  Spain.  “ Eng- 
land will  ere  long  repent  of  having  removed  the 
only  check  that  could  keep  her  colonies  in  awe.  * 

* * She  will  call  on  them  to  support  the  bur- 
dens they  have  helped  to  bring  on  her,  and  they 
will  answer  by  striking  off  all  dependence,”  said 
j Yergennes. 

These  keen-witted  Frenchmen,  with  a pene- 
tration far  beyond  the  ablest  statesmen  of  Eng- 
J land,  saw,  as  they  believed,  and  time  has  con- 
firmed, that  in  the  humiliation  and  dismember- 
j ment  of  the  territory  of  France,  especially  the 
| transfer  to  England  of  Canada,  they  had  la  d the 
! mine  which  some  day  would  destroy  the  British 
I colonial  system,  and  probably  eventuate  in  the 
independence  of  the  American  colonies.  The  in - 
; tellect  of  France  was  keeping  step  with  the  spirit 
I of  the  age;  it  had  been  excluded  of  course  from 
j the  nation’s  councils,  but  saw  what  its  feeble 


| 
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government  neither  could  see  nor  prevent,  that  the 
distant  wilderness  possessed  a far  greater  impor- 
tance on  the  world's  new  map  than  was  given  it 
by  the  gold  and  gems  it  was  supposed  to  contain; 
and  that  the  change  of  allegiance  of  the  colonies 
was  the  great  step  in  the  human  mind,  as  it  was 
slowly  emerging  from  the  gloom  and  darkness  of 
the  middle  ages.  Thus  it  was  that  the  mere  Terri- 
tory of  Louisiana,  before  it  was  peopled  by  civilized 
man,  was  playing  its  important  part  in  the  world’s 
greatest  of  all  dramas. 

The  first  official  act  of  our  government,  after 
the  purchase  of  Louisiana,  was  an  act  of  Congress, 
i March  26,  1S04,  dividing  Louisiana  into  two  dis- 
tricts, and  attaching  the  whole  to  Indiana  Terri- 
tory,  under  the  government  of  William  Henry 
Harrison.  The  division  in  Louisiana  was  by  a line 
on  the  thirty-third  parallel;  the  south  was  named 
the  District  of  Orleans;  that  north  of  it  was  named 
the  District  of  Louisiana.  This  is  now  the  south 
line  of  the  State  of  Arkansas. 

In  1805  the  District  of  Louisiana  was  erected  in- 
to the  Territory  of  Louisiana.  It  was  however  a terri- 
tory of  the  second  class  and  remained  under  the  gov- 
ernment and  control  of  Indiana  Territory  until  1812. 

By  act  of  June  4,  1S12.  the  name  of  Louisiana 
Territory  was  changed  and  became  the  Missouri 
j Territory,  being  made  a territory  of  the  first  class, 
and  given  a territorial  government.  Capt.  William 
Clark,  of  the  famous  Lewis  and  Clark,  explorers  of 
the  northwest,  was  appointed  governor,  remaining 
as  such  until  1819,  when  Arkansas  Territory  was 
cut  off  from  Missouri. 

The  act  of  1812,  changing  the  District  of 
Louisiana  to  Missouri  Territory,  provided  for  a 
Territorial  legislature  consisting  of  nine  members, 
and  empowered  the  governor  to  lay  off  that 
part  where  the  Indian  title  had  been  extinguished 
into  thirteen  counties.  The  county  of  New 
Madrid,  as  then  formed,  extended  into  the  Arkan- 
sas territorial  limits,  “down  to  the  Mississippi  to 
a point  directly  east  of  the  mouth  of  Little  Red 
River;  thence  to  the  mouth  of  Red  River;  thence 
up  the  Red  River  to  the  Osage  purchase,”  etc. 
In  other  words  it  did  not  embrace  the  whole  of 
what  is  now  Arkansas. 


December  13,  1813,  the  County  of  Arkansas, 
Missouri  Territory,  was  formed,  and  the  county 
seat  was  fixed  at  Arkansas  Post.* 

Besides  Arkansas  County,  Lawrence  County 
was  formed  January  15,  1815,  and  Clark,  Hemp- 
stead and  Pulaski  Counties,  December  15,  1818. 

Missouri  neglected  it  seems  to  provide  a judi- 
cial district  for  her  five  southern  or  Arkansas 
counties.  Therefore  Congress,  in  1814,  authorized 
the  President  to  appoint  an  additional  judge  for 
Missouri  Territory,  “who  should  hold  office  four 
years  and  reside  in  or  near  the  village  of  Arkan- 


sas,”-— across  the  river  from  Arkansas  Post. 

March  2,  1819,  Congress  created  the  Territory 
of  Arkansas  out  of  the  Missouri  Territory.  It  was 
only  a territory  of  the  second  class,  and  the  ma- 
chinery of  government  consisted  of  the  governor 
and  three  judges,  who  constituted  the  executive, 
judicial  and  legislative  departments,  their  offi- 
cial acts  requiring  the  consent  of  Congress.  Pres- 
ident Monroe  appointed  James  Miller,  governor; 
Robert  Crittenden,  secretary;  Charles  Jouett, 
Andrew  Scott  and  Robert  P.  Letcher,  judges  of  the 
superior  court.  The  act  designated  Arkansas  Post 
as  the  temporary  seat  of  government.  In  the  ab- 
sence of  the  Governor.  Robert  Crittenden,  “act- 
ing governor,”  convened  the  first  session  of  the 
provisional  government  on  August  3,  1819.  The 
act  continued  the  new  territory  under  the  laws  of 
Missouri  Territory.  The  five  counties  designated 
above  as  formed  prior  to  the  division  of  Arkansas, 
had  been  represented  in  the  Missouri  Territorial 
legislature.  Elijah  Kelly,  of  Clark  County,  was  a 
representative,  and  he  rode  on  horseback  from  his 
home  to  St.  Louis.  The  session  was  probably  not 
a week  in  length,  and  the  pay  and  mileage  little 
or  nothing. 

This  first  Territorial  legislature  appointed  a 
treasurer  and  auditor,  provided  a tax  for  general 
purposes,  and  divided  the  five  counties  into  two 
judicial  circuits:  First,  Arkansas  and  Lawrence 

Counties  ; Second,  Pulaski,  Clark  and  Hempstead 


i 


I 


I 


Counties. 


* During  the  latter  part  of  the  eighteenth  century, 
something  of  the  same  municipal  division  was  made,  and 
called  “Arkansas  Parish,”  the  name  being  derived 
from  an  old  Indian  town  called  Ark  a use  a. 
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April  21,  1 820,  Congress  passed  an  act  per- 
fecting the  Territorial  organization,  and  applying 
the  same  provisions  to  Arkansas  that  were  contained 
in  the  act  creating  Missouri  into  a Territory  of  the 
lirst  class. 

The  lirst  legislative  body  elected  in  Arkansas 
convened  at  Arkansas  Rost,  February  7 to  24,  1820. 
In  the  council  were:  President,  Edward  McDonald; 
-•eivtarv,  Richard  Searcy;  members,  Arkansas 
County,  Svlvanus  Phillips;  Clark  County,  Jacob 
Rarkman;  Hempstead  County,  David  Clark; 
Lawrence  County,  Edward  McDonald;  Pulaski 
County,  John  McElmurry.  In  the  house  of  rep- 
resentatives: Speaker,  Joseph  Hardin  (William 
Stephenson  was  lirst  elected,  served  one  day  and 
resigned,  on  account  of  indisposition);  J.  Cham- 
berlain, clerk;  members,  Arkansas  County,  W.  B. 
R.  Horner,  W.  O.  Allen;  Clark,  Thomas  Fish; 
Hempstead,  J.  English.  W.  Stevenson;  Lawrence, 
.Joseph  Hardin,  Joab  Hardin;  Pulaski,  Radford 
Ellis,  T.  H.  Tindall.  This  body  later  adjourned  to 
meet  October  following,  continuing  in  session  until 
the  25th. 

At  this  adjourned  session  the  question  of  the 
removal  of  the  Territorial  seat  of  government  from 
Arkansas  Post  to  “the  Little  Rock,”  came  up  on 
a memorial  signed  by  Amos  Wheeler  and  others. 
‘‘The  Little  Rock”  was  in  contradistinction  to 
“the  Rocks,”  as  were  known  the  beautiful  bluffs, 
over  200  feet  high,  a little  above  and  across  the 
river  from  ‘‘the  Little  Rock.”  In  1820  Gov. 
Miller  visited  the  Little  Rock — Petit  Rocker — 
•villi  a view  to  selecting  a new  seat  of  government. 
I ho  point  designated  was  the  northeast  corner  of 
the  Quapaw  west  line  and  Arkansas  River.  Im- 
mediately upon  the  formation  of  the  Territory, 
prominent  parties  b_gan  to  look  out  for  a more 
central  location  for  a capital  higher  up  the  river, 
ami  it  was  soon  a general  understanding  that  the 
seat  of  government  and  the  county  seat  of  Pulaski 
County,  the  then  adjoining  county  above  Arkansas 
< ounty  on  the  river,  would  bo  located  at  the  same 
place.  A syndicate  was  formed  and  Little  Rock 
1>  utf  was  pushed  for  this  double  honor.  The 
government  had  not  yet  opened  the  land  to  puT>- 
■ c entry,  a-,  the  title  of  the  Quapaws  had  just  been 


extinguished.  These  parties  resorted  to  the  expe- 
dient of  locating  upon  the  land  “New  Madrid 
floats,”  or  claims,  under  the  act  of  February  17, 
1815,  which  authorized  any  one  whose  land  had 
been  “ materially  injured  ” by  the  earthquake  of 
1811  to  locate  the  like  quantity  of  land  on  any  of 
the  public  lands  open  for  sale.  Several  hundred 
acres  were  entered  under  these  claims  as  the  fut- 
ure town  site.  The  county  seat  of  Pulaski  County 
was,  contrary  to  the  expectation  of  the  Little  Rock 
syndicate,  located  at  Cadron,  near  the  month  of 
Cadron  Creek,  where  it  enters  the  Arkansas  River. 

On  the  ISth  day  of  October,  1820,  the  Terri- 
torial seat  of  government  was  removed  from  the 
Post  of  Arkansas  to  the  Little  Rock,  the  act  to 
take  effect  June  1,  1821.  The  next  Territorial 
legislature  convened  in  Little  Rock,  October  1 to 
24,  1821.  The  council  consisted  of  Sam  C.  Roane, 
president,  and  Richard  Searcy,  secretary.  In  the 
house  William  Trimble  was  speaker,  and  A.  H. 
Sevier,  clerk. 

The  third  legislature  met  October  6 to  31, 
1823.  Sam  C.  Roane  was  president  of  the  coun- 
cil, and  Thomas  IV.  Newton,  secretary;  while  T. 
Farrelly  was  speaker,  and  D.  E.  McKinney,  clerk 
of  the  house. 

The  fourth  legislature  was  held  October  3 to 
November  3,  1825.  Of  the  council,  the  president 
was  Jacob  Barkman;  secretary,  Thomas  W.  New- 
ton. Of  the  house,  Robert  Bean  was  speaker; 
David  Barber,  clerk. 

The  fifth  Territorial  legislature  was  held  October 
1 to  31,  1827,  and  a special  session  held  October 
6 to  October  28.  1828;  E.  T.  Clark  served  as  presi- 
dent of  the  council,  and  John  Clark,  secretary; 
J.  Wilson  was  speaker  of  the  house,  and  Daniel 
Ringo,  clerk. 

In  the  sixth  legislature,  Charles  Caldwell  was 
president  of  the  council,  and  John  Caldwell,  secre- 
tary; John  Wilson  was  speaker  of  the  house,  and 
Daniel  Ringo,  clerk. 

The  seventh  legislature  held  October  3 to 
November  7,  1831,  had  Charles  Caldwell  as  presi- 
dent of  the  council,  and  Absalom  Fowler,  secre- 
tary; William  Trimble  was  speaker  of  the  house, 
and  G.  W.  Ferebee,  secretary. 


33 


HISTORY  OF  ARKANSAS. 


In  the  eighth  legislature,  October  7 to  Novem- 
ber 10,  1833,  John  Williamson  was  president  of  the 
council  and  William  F.  Yeomans,  secretary;  John 
Wilson  was  speaker  of  the  house,  and  James  B. 
Keatts,  clerk. 

The  ninth  legislature  met  October  5 to  Novem- 
ber 10,  1835.  The  president  of  the  senate  was 
Charles  Caldwell;  secretary,  S.  T.  Sanders.  John 
Wilson  was  speaker  of  the  house  and  L.  B.  Tully, 
clerk. 

This  was  the  last  of  the  Territorial  assemblies. 
James  Miller  was  succeeded  as  governor  by  George 
Izard,  March  4,  1S25,  and  Izard  by  John  Pope, 
March  9,  1S29.  William  Fulton  followed  Pope 
March  9,  1835,  and  held  the  office  until  Arkansas 
became  a State. 

Robert  Crittenden  was  secretary  of  State  j 
(nearly  all  of  Miller's  term  “acting  governor  “j, 
appointed  March  3,  1819,  and  was  succeeded  in 
office  by  William  Fulton,  April  8,  1829;  Fulton 
was  succeeded  by  Lewis  Randolph,  February  23, 
1835. 

George  W.  Scott  was  appointed  Territorial 
auditor  August  5,  1819,  and  was  succeeded  by 
Richard  C.  Byrd,  November  20,  1829;  Byrd  was 
followed  by  Ernzy  Wilson,  November  5,  1831;  and 
the  latter  by  William  Pelham,  November  12,  1833,  I 
his  sirccessor  being  Elias  N.  Conway,  July  25, 1835.  j 
James  Scull,  appointed  treasurer  August  5, 
1819,  was  succeeded  by  S.  M.  Rutherford,  Novem- 
ber 12,  1833,  who  continued  in  office  until  the 
State  was  formed. 

The  counties  in  1825  had  been  increased  in  num- 
ber to  thirteen:  Arkansas,  Clark.  Conway,  Chicot, 
Crawford,  Crittenden,  Lawrence,  Miller,  Hemp- 
stead, Independence,  Pulaski,  Izard  and  Phillips. 
The  territory  was  divided  into  four  judicial  cir- 
cuits, of  which  William  Trimble,  Benjamin  John- 
son, Thomas  P.  Eskridge  and  James  Woodson 
Bates  were,  in  the  order  named,  the  judges.  The 
delegates  in  Congress  from  Arkansas  Territory  were 
James  W.  Bates,  1820-23;  Henry  W.  Conway, 
1823-29;  Ambrose  H.  Sevier,  1829-30. 

The  Territorial  legislature,  in  common  with  all 
other  legislatures  of  that  day,  passed  some  laws 
i which  would  have  been  much  better  not  passed,  and 


others  that  remained  a dead  letter  on  the  books. 
Among  other  good  laws  wffiich  were  never  enforced 
was  one  against  duelling.  In  1825  Whigs  and 
Democrats  allowed  party  feelings  to  run  high,  and 

some  bloody  duels  grew7  out  of  the  heat  of  cam- 

. 

paigns. 

Robert  Crittenden  and  Henry  W.  Conway 
fought  a duel  October  29,  1827.  At  the  first  lire 
Conway  fell  mortally  wounded  and  died  a fortnight 
thereafter,  * 

December  4,  1837,  John  Wilson,  who,  it  will 
be  noticed,  figured  prominently  in  the  preceding 
record  of  the  Territorial  assemblies,  was  expelled 
from  the  house  of  representatives,  of  which  body 
he  was  speaker,  for  killing  J.  J.  Anthony. 

A constitutional  convention,  for  the  purpose  of 
arranging  for  the  T erritory  to  become  a State  in  the 
Fnion,  was  held  in  Little  Rock,  in  January,  1836. 

I Its  duty  was  to  prepare  a suitable  constitution  and 
I submit  it  to  Congress,  and,  if  unobjectionable,  to 
have  an  act  passed  creating  the  State  of  Arkan- 
sas. John  Wilson  was  president,  and  Charles  P. 
Bertrand,  secretary,  of  the  convention.  Thirty- 
five  counties  were  represented  by  fifty  two  members. 

June  15,  1836,  Arkansas  was  made  a State, 
and  the  preamble  of  the  act  recites  that  there  was 
a population  of  47.700. 

The  first  State  legislature  met  September  12  to 
November  8,  1S36,  later  adjourning  to  November 
6,  1837,  and  continued  in  session  until  March  5. 
1838.  The  president  of  the  senate  was  Sam  C. 
Roane;  secretary,  A.  J.  Greer;  the  speaker  of  the 
! house  wTas  John  4\  ilson  (he  was  expelled  and 
j Grandison  D.  Royston elected);  clerk.  S.  II.  Hemp- 
| stead. 

The  second  constitutional  convention,  held 
January  4 to  January  23,  1864,  had  as  president, 
John  McCoy,  and  secretary,  R.  J.  T.  White.  This 
convention  wras  called  by  virtue  of  President  Lin- 
coln's proclamation.  The  polls  had  been  opened 
chiefly  at  the  Federal  military  posts,  and  the  major  - 
j ity  of  delegates  were  really  refugees  from  many  of 
the  counties  they  represented.  It  simply  was  an 
informal  meeting  of  the  Union  men  in  response  to 
the  President's  wrish.  and  they  mostly  made  their 
own  credentials.  The  Federal  army  occupied  the 
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Arkansas  River  and  points  north,  while  the  south 
portion  of  the  State  was  held  by  the  Confederates.  j 
It  is  said  the  convention  on  important  legal  ques-  < 
tions  was  largely  influenced  by  Hon.  T.  D.  A\  . | 
Yoply,  of  Pulaski  County.  The  convention  prac- 
tically re-enacted  the  constitution  of  1836,  abolished 
slavery,  already  a fact,  and  created  the  separate  j 
otlice  of  lieutenant-governor,  instead  of  the  former 
ex-officio  president  of  the  senate.  The  machinery 
of  State  government  was  thus  once  more  in  oper- 
ation. The  convention  wisely  did  its  work  and 
adjourned. 

The  next  constitutional  convention  was  held 
January  7 to  February  IS,  1808.  Thomas  YL 
Bowen  was  president,  and  John  G.  Price,  secretary. 
The  war  was  over  and  the  Confederates  had  re- 
turned  and  were  disposed  to  favor  the  constitution,  j 
which  they  found  the  Unionists  had  adopted  in 
their  absence,  and  was  then  in  full  force  in  the 
State.  Isaac  Murphy  (Federal)  had  been  elected 
governor  under  the  constitution  of  1864,  and  all 
the  State  offices  were  under  control  of  the  Union- 
ists. His  term  as  governor  would  expire  in  July, 
1868. 

This  convention  made  sweeping  changes  in  the 
fundamental  laws.  The  most  prominent  were  the 
disfranchisement  of  a large  majority  of  the  white 
voters  of  the  State,  enfranchising  tire  negroes,  and 
providing  for  a complex  and  plastic  system  of  reg- 
istration. This  movement,  and  its  severe  character 
throughout,  were  a part  of  the  reconstruction 
measures  emanating  from  Congress.  Arkansas 
was  under  military  rule  and  the  constitution  of 
1864,  and  this  condition  of  affairs,  had  been  ac- 
cepted by  the  returned  conquered  Confederates. 
But  the  Unionists,  who  had  tied  to  the  Federal 
military  posts  for  protection,  were  generally  eager 
to  visit  their  vanquished  enemies  with  the  severest 
penalties  of  the  law.  A large  part  of  the  intel- 
ligence and  tax-payers  of  the  State  were  indis- 
criminately excluded  from  the  polls,  and  new  vot- 
ers and  new  men  came  to  the  front,  with  grievances 
to  be  avenged  and  ambitions  to  be  gratified.  The 
unusual  experiment  of  the  reversal  of  the  civic 
conditions  of  the  ex-slaves  with  their  former  mas> 
ters  was  boldly  undertaken.  Impetuous  men  now 


prevailed  iu  the  name  of  patriotism,  the  natural 
retlex  swing  of  the  pendulum — the  anti-climax  was 
this  convention  of  reconstruction  to  the  convention 
of  secession  of  1861.  The  connection  between 
these  two  conventions — 1861-ISOS — is  so  blended 
that  the  convention  of  ’61  is  omitted  in  its  chro- 
nological order,  that  the  two  may  be  set  properly 
side  by  side. 

March  4,  1861,  a State  convention  assembled 
in  Little  Rock.  The  election  of  delegates  was 
on  February  18,  preceding.  The  convention  met 
the  day  Abraham  Lincoln  was  inducted  into  office 
as  president  of  the  United  States.  The  people  of 
Arkansas  were  deeply  concerned.  The  conserva- 
tive minds  of  the  State  loved  the  Union  as  sin- 
cerely as  they  regretted  the  wanton  assaults  that 
had  been  made  upon  them  by  the  extremists  of  the 
North.  The  members  of  that  convention  had 
been  elected  with  a view  to  the  consideration  of 
those  matters  already  visible  in  the  dark  war-clouds 
lowering  upon  the  country.  The  test  of  the  un- 
ion and  disunion  sentiment  of  that  body  wras  the 
election  of  president  of  the  convention.  Judge 
David  Walker  (Union)  received  forty  votes  against 
thirty-five  votes  for  Judge  B.  C.  Totten.  Hon. 
Henry  F.  Thomasson  introduced  a series  of  con- 
> servative  resolutions,  condemning  disunion  and 
looking  to  a convention  of  all  the  States  to  ‘‘settle 
i the  slavery  question  and  secure  the  perpetuation 
i of  tie  Union.  The  resolutions  were  passed,  and 
j the  convention  adjourned  to  meet  again  in  May  fob 
j lowing.  This  tilled  the  wise  and  conservative  men 
of  the  State  with  great  hopes  for  the  future.  But, 
j most  unfortunately,  when  the  convention  again 
| met  war  was  already  upon  the  country,  and  the 
ordinance  of  secession  was  passed,  with  but  one 
i negative  vote.  The  few  days  between  the  adjourn- 
!»  ment  and  re-assembling  of  the  convention  had  not 
made  traitors  of  this  majority  that  had  so  recent- 
ly .condemned  disunion.  The  swift-moving  events, 
i everywhere  producing  consternation  and  alarm, 
called  out  determined  men,  and  excitement  ruled 
the  hour. 

The  convent ions-of  1861  and  1S68 — secession 
i and  reconstruction!  AVhen  the  long  - gathering 
cloud-burst  of  civil  war  had  passed,  it  left  a cen- 
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tury’s  trail  of  broken  hearts,  desolated  homes, 
mined  lives,  and  a stream  of  demoralization  over- 
flowing the  beautiful  valleys  of  the  land  to  the 
mountain  tops.  The  innocent  and  unfortunate  ne- 
gro was  the  stumbling- block  at  all  times.  The  con- 
vention of  1861  would  have  founded  an  empire  of 
freedom,  buttressed  in  the  slavery  of  the  black  man; 
the  convention  of  1868  preferred  to  rear  its  great  col- 
umn of  liberty  upon  the  ashes  of  the  unfortunate 
past;  in  every  era  the  wise,  conservative  and  patriotic 
sentiment  of  the  land  was  chained  and  bound  to 
the  chariot- wheels  of  rejoicing  emotion.  Prudence 
and  an  intelligent  insight  into  the  future  alone 
could  prevent  men  from  li  losing  their  reason.” 

The  constitution  of  1868,  as  a whole,  was  not 
devoid  of  merit.  It  opened  the  wray  for  an  age  of 
internal  improvements,  and  intended  the  establish- 
ment of  a liberal  public  free  school  system,  and  at 
the  same  time  provided  safeguards  to  protect  the 
public  treasury  and  restrain  reckless  extravagance. 

Then  the  legislatures  elected  under  it,  the  State 
officers,  and  the  representatives  in  the  upper  and 
lower  Congress,  w'ere  in  political  accord  with  the 
dominant  party  of  the  country.  Gen.  Grant  was 
president;  PowTell  Clayton,  governor:  Robert  J.  L. 
"White,  secretary  of  State;  J.  R.  Berry,  auditor, 
and  Henry  Page,  treasurer.  The  first  legislature 
under  the  constitution  of  1868  passed  most  liberal 
laws  to  aid  railroads  and  other  internal  improve- 
ments, and  provided  a system  of  revenue  laws  to 
meet  the  new  order  of  affairs.  During  1S69  to 
1871  railroad  aid  and  levee  bonds  to  the  amount  of 
$10,419,773.74  were  issued.  The  supreme  court 
of  the  State  in  after  years  declared  the  railroad 
aid,  levee  and  Halford  bonds  void,  aggregating 
$8,604,773.74.  Before  his  term  of  governor  had 
expired,  Gov.  Clayton  was  elected  United  States 
senator  (1871-77),  and  in  1873  Hon.  Stephen  W. 
Dorsey  was  elected  to  alike  position. 

The  climax  and  the  end  of  reconstruction  in 
Arkansas  will  always  be  an  interesting  paragraph 
in  the  State's  history.  Elisha  Baxter  and  Joseph 
Brooks  were  the  gubernatorial  candidates  at  the 
election  of  1872.  Both  were  Republicans,  and 
Brooks  was  considered  one  of  the  most  ardent  of 
that  party.  Baxter  was  the  nominee  of  the  party 


and  on  the  same  ticket  with  Grant,  who  was  can- 
didate for  president.  Brooks  was  nominated  on  a 
mixed  ticket,  made  up  by  disaffected  Republicans, 
but  on  a more  liberal  platform  toward  the  Demo- 
crats than  the  regular  ticket.  On  the  face  of  the 
first  returns  the  Greeley  electors  and  the  Brooks 
ticket  were  in  the  majority,  but  when  the  votes 
were  finally  canvassed,  such  changes  were  made, 
from  illegal  voting  or  bulldozing  it  was  claimed, 
as  to  elect  the  Grant  and  Baxter  tickets.  Under 
the  constitution  of  1868,  the  legislature  was  de- 
clared the  sole  judge  of  the  election  of  State  officers. 
Brooks  took  his  case  before  that  body  at  its  Jan- 
uary term,  1873 — at  which  time  Baxter  was  in- 
augurated— but  the  assembly  decided  that  Baxter 
was  elected,  and,  whether  right  or  wrong,  every 
one  supposed  the  question  permanently  settled. 

Brooks  however,  went  before  the  supreme 
court  (McClure  being  chief  justice),  that  body 
promptly  deciding  that  the  legislature  was  by  law 
the  proper  tribunal,  and  that  as  it  had  determined 
the  case  its  action  was  final  and  binding’.  Bax- 
ter  was  inaugurated  in  January,  1873;  had  been 
declared  elected  by  the  proper  authorities,  and 
this  had  been  confirmed  by  the  legislature,  the 
action  of  the  latter  being  distinctly  approved 
by  the  supreme  court.  The  adherents  of  Brooks 
had  supposed  that  they  were  greatly  wronged, 
but  like  good  citizens  all  acquiesced.  Those 
who  had  politically  despised  Brooks  — perhaps 
the  majority  of  his  voters  — had  learned  to  sym- 
pathize with  what  they  believed  were  his  and 
their  mutual  wrongs.  Baxter  had  peacefullv  ad- 
ministered the  office  more  than  a year,  when 
Brooks  went  before  Judge  John  "Why took,  of  the 
Pulaski  circuit  court,  and  commenced  quo  warranto 
proceedings  against  Baxter.  The  governor’s  at- 
torneys filed  a demurrer,  and  the  case  stood  over. 
Wednesday,  April  15,  1874,  Judge  Whytock,  in 
the  absence  of  Baxter’s  attorneys,  overruled  the  de- 
murrer, giving  judgment  of  ouster  against  Baxter, 
and  instantly  Brooks,  with  an  officer,  hastened  to 
the  State  house,  demanded  the  surrender  of  the 
office,  and  arrested  Baxter.  Thus  a stroke  of  the 
pen  by  a mere  circuit  court  judge  in  banc  plunged 
the  State  into  tumult. 
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Couriers  sped  over  the  city,  and  tlie  flying  news 
gave  the  people  a genuine  sensation.  Indeed,  not 
only  Baxter  but  the  State  and  the  nation  received 
a great  surprise. 

As  soon  as  Baxter  was  released,  though  only 
under  arrest  a few  minutes,  he  fled  to  St.  John’s 
i College,  in  the  city,  and  from  this  headquarters 
; called  for  soldiers,  as  did  Brooks  from  the 
| State  house,  and  alas,  poor  Arkansas!  there  were 
now  again  two  doughty  governors  beating  the  j 
long  roll  and  swiftly  forming  in  the  ranks  of  war.  1 
Brooks  converted  the  State  house  and  grounds  ! 
into  a garrison,  while  Baxter  made  headquarters  ! 
at  the  old  Anthony  Hotel,  and  the  dead-line  be- 
tween the  armed  foes  was  Main  Street.  Just  in 
time  to  prevent  mutual  annihilation,  though  not 
in  time  to  prevent  bloodshed,  some  United  States 
soldiers  arrived  and  took  up  a position  of  armed 
neutrality  between  the  foes. 

If  there  can  bo  anything  comical  in  a tragedy 
it  is  furnished  just  here  in  the  fact  that,  in  the 
twinkling  of  an  eye,  the  adherents  and  voters  of  the 
two  governors  had  changed  places,  and  each  was 
now  fighting  for  the  man  whom  he  had  opposed  so 
vehemently.  And  in  all  these  swift  changes  the 
supreme  court  had  shown  the  greatest  agility. 
By  some  remarkable  legerdemain,  Brooks,  who  was 
intrenching  himself,  had  had  his  case  again  placed 
before  the  supreme  court,  and  it  promptly  reversed 
itself  and  decided  that  the  circuit  court  had  juris- 
diction. The  wires  to  Washington  were  kept  hot 
with  messages  to  President  Grant  and  Congress. 
The  whole  State  was  in  dire  commotion  with  ‘ ‘ mus- 
tering squadrons  and  clattering  cars.”  The  fre- 
quent popping  of  picket  guns  was  in  the  land;  a 
steamboat,  laden  with  arms  for  Baxter,  was  at- 
tacked and  several  killed  and  many  wounded. 
Business  was  again  utterly  prostrated  and  horrors 
brooded  over  the  unfortunate  State;  and  probably 
the  most  appalling  feature  of  it  all  was  that  in  the 
division  in  the  ranks  of  the  people  the  blacks,  led 
By  whites,  were  mostly  on  one  side,  while  the 
whites  were  arrayed  on  the  other.  Congress  sent 
the  historical  Poland  Committee  to  investigate  , 
Arkansas  affairs.  President  Grant  submitted  alP 
legal  questions  to  his  attorney-general. 


The  President,  at  the  end  of  thirty  days  after 

* . * 

the  forcible  possession  of  the  office,  sustained  Bax- 
ter—exit- Brooks.  The  end  of  the  war,  the  cli- 
max of  reconstruction  in  Arkansas,  had  come. 

i 

Peace  entered  as  swiftly  as  had  war  a few  days  be- 
fore. The  sincerity  and  intensity  of  the  people’s 
happiness  in  this  final  ending  are  found  in  the  fact 
that  when  law  and  order  were  restored  no  one  was 
impeached,  no  one  was  imprisoned  for  treason. 

The  report  of  the  Poland  Committee,  1874, 
the  written  opinion  of  Attorney-General  Williams, 
the  decision  of  the  Arkansas  supreme  court  by 
Judge  Samuel  W.  Williams,  found  in  Yol.  XXIX  of 
Arkansas  Reports,  page  173,  and  the  retiring  mes- 
sage of  Governor  Baxter,  are  the  principal  records 
of  the  literature  and  history- of  the  reign  of  the 
dual  governors.  The  students  of  law  and  history  • 
in  coming  time  will  turn  inquiring  eyes  with 
curious  interest  upon  these  official  pages.  The 
memory  of  ‘‘the  thirty  days”  in  Arkansas  will 
live  forever,  propagating  its  lessons  and  bearing 
its  warnings;  the  wise  moderation  and  the  spirit 
of  forbearance  of  the  people,  in  even  their  exult- 
ing hour  of  triumph,  will  be  as  beacon  lights 
shining  out  upon  the  troubled  waters,  transmit- 
ting for  all  time  the  transcendent  fact  that  in  the 


hour  of  supreme  trial  the  best  intelligence  of  the 
people  is  wiser  than  their  rulers,  better  law- 
givers than  their  statesmen,  and  incomparably 
superior  to  their  courts. 

The  moment  that  President  Grant  officially 
spoke,  the  reconstruction  constitution  of  1808  was 
doomed.  True,  the  people  had  moved  almost  in 
mass  and  without  leadership  in  1S73,  and  had 
repealed  Article  VIII  of  the  constitution,  disfran- 
chising a large  part  of  the  intelligent  tax-payers 
of  the  State. 

The  constitutional  convention  of  1874,  with 
the  above  facts  fresh  before  it,  met  and  promul- 
gated the  present  State  constitution.  G.  D.  Roy- 
ston  was  president,  and  T.  W.  Newton,  secretary. 
The  session  lasted  from  July  14  to  October  31. 
18  < 4.  From  the  hour  of  its  adoption  the  clouds 
rolled  away,  and  at  once  commenced  the  present 
unexampled  prosperity  of  the  State.  Only  here  and 
there  in  Little  Rock  and  other  points  in  the  State 
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may  one  see  the  mute  but  eloquent  mementos  o£ 
the  past,  in  the  dilapidated  buildings,  confiscated 
during  the  lifetime  of  some  former  owner,  may- 
hap, some  once  eminent  citizen,  now  in  his  grave 
or  self-expatriated  from  a State  which  his  life 
and  genius  had  adorned  and  helped  make  great. 
Municipalities  and  even  small  remote  districts  are 
paying  off  the  last  of  heavy  debts  of  the  ‘‘flash 
times.  ’ ’ Long  suffering  and  much  chastened  State 
and  people,  forgetting  the  past,  and  full  of  hope  for 
the  future,  are  fitly  bedecking  (though  among  the 
youngest)  the  queenliest-  in  the  sisterhood  of  States. 

In  this  connection  it  will  be  of  much  interest  to 
notice  the  names  of  those  individuals,  who,  by 
reason  of  their  association  with  various  public 
affairs,  have  become  well  and  favorably  known 
throughout  the  State.  The  term  of  service  of  each 

D 

incumbent  of  the  respective  offices  has  been  pre- 
served and  is  here  given.  The  following  table 
includes  the  acting  Territorial  and  State  governors 
of  Arkansas,  with  date  of  inauguration,  party  pol- 
itics, etc: 


Territory 
and  State. 

1 

! Year  of  Election. j| 

Date  of 
Inauguration. 

Length  of  Term.  ' 

Id  S 

!*«? 
_0  i ^ — 
^ x 

y i ^ 

Total  Vote  Cast 
at  Election. 

James  Miller... 

App’t’d 

March  3, 1819 

(leorge  Izard... 

App’t'd 

March  4,  1825 

! 

John  Pope 

App  t’d 

March  9, 1829 

Wm.  Fulton.... 

App  I’d 

March  9,  1835 

J.  S.  Conway.. . 

1S36 

September  13, 1836  4 yrs. 

Dem.  1.102M 

7,716 

Archibald  Tell. 

1840 

November  4,1810  4 yrs. 

Hem. 

b’amuel  Adams. 

Acting 

Apr.  ‘29  to  Nov. 9,  1844 

T.  S.  Drew 

1844 

November  5,  1 > 44 

5 yrs. 

Dem.  1,731  P 

17,38? 

J.  Williamson.. 

Acting 

Apr.  9 to  Mar  7,  1840. 

R.  C.  Byrd 

Acting 

Jau.  11  to  Aor.  19. 1.-49 

J.  S.  P.oane 

isr.i 

April  19,  1849* 

Deni.  163 

6,809 

R.  C.  Bvrd 

Acting 

1849 

l 

J,  R.  Hampton 

Acting 

n.)i 

E.  N.  Conwar.. 

1852 

November  1%  185*2 

4 vrs. 

Hem.  3,027 

27,857 

E.  N.  Conway.. 

1854 

November  17,  1856,4  yrs. 

Dem.  12,363 

42, *61 

H.  M.  Rector  ... 

186n 

November  15,  I860 

2 yrs. 

I.  1).  2,461 

G 1 , 1 9 S 

T.  Fletcher 

Acting 

Xov.  4 to  X ov.  lo,  ISO:. 

Con.  (no  re 

Cord. 

H.  Elannagin  .. 

1802 

November  15, 1862 

3 yrs. 

Con.  10,012 

I.  Murphy 

1864 

April  18, 1804 

l ed.  < no  re 

cord ) 

P.  Clayton 

1868 

July  2,  1868 

1 yrs. 

Rep.  < no  re 

cord ' 

O.  A . Hadley  ... 

Acting 

January  17,  Is,  I 

‘2  yrs. 

Ut-p.  (no  r" 

cordl 

E.  Baxter 

1ST  2 

January  «>,  ls73 

2 yrs. 

Rep.  2,949 

80,721 

A.  H.  Garland. 

1874 

November  12,  1874 

2 yrs. 

Dem.  <6.4. >-: 

W.  R.  Miller.... 

i37t; 

January  11,  Is,  . 

2 yrs. 

Dem.  32.215 

108,633 

W.  R.  Miller.... 

1878 

January  1 7,  18. 9 

2 yrs. 

Dem.  8s,  4 5u 

T.  J.  Churchill 

1«$0 

January  13.  ls.si 

2 yrs. 

Dem  52,76.1 

115.619 

J.  H.  Kerry 

1882 

January  13,  18*3 

2 yrs. 

Deni.  2.3,481 

147,169 

B T.  Embry... 

Acting 

Sep.  '25  to  sep,  J",  1**5 

S.  P.  Hughes... 

1884 

January  1 . , 1885 

2 yrs. 

45/236 

150,310 

J.  W.  Stayton.. 

Acting 

S.  P.  Hugnes... 

I sse 

2 yrs. 

Dem.  17,411 

103,889 

I>.  E.  Barker... 

Acting 

J.  P.  Eagle 

1888 

2 yrs. 

Deui.  15,000 

1*7, 397 

* Special  effect  in  u. 


The  secretaries  of  Arkansas  Territory  have  been: 
Robert  Crittenden,  appointed  March  3,  1814; 
Will  iam  Fulton,  appointed  April  8,  1829;  Lewis 
Randolph,  appointed  February  23,  1S35. 

Secretaries  of  State:  Robert  A.  Watkins, 

September  10,  1830,  to  November  12,  1840s;  D. 
13.  Greer,  November  12,  1840,  to  May  9,  1842; 
John  Winfrey,  acting,  May  9,  to  August  9,  1842; 
D.  13.  Greer,  August  19,  1840,  to  September  3, 
1859  (died);  Alexander  Boileau,  September  3,  1S29, 
to  January  21,  1860;  S.  M.  Weaver,  January  21, 
1860,  to  March  20,  1800;  John  I.  Stirman,  March 
24,  i860,  to  November  13,  1802;  O.  H.  Oates, 
November  13,  1S02,  to  April  18,  1S64;  Robert  J. 
T.  White,  Provisional,  from  January  24,  to  January 
6,  1873;  J.  M.  Johnson,  January  0,  1873,  to  No- 
vember 12,  1874;  B.  B.  Beavers,  November  12, 
1874,  to  January  17,  1879;  Jacob  Frolich,  January 
17,  1S79,  to  January,  1885;  E.  B.  Moore,  January, 
1SS5,  to  January,  1889;  B.  B.  Chism  (present  in- 
cumbent). 

Territorial  auditors  of  Arkansas:  George  W. 

Scott,  August  5,  1819,  to  November  20,  1829; 
Richard  C.  Byrd,  November  20,  1829,  to  Novem- 
ber 5,  1831;  Emzy  Wilson,  November  5,  1831,  to 
November  12,  1833;  William  Pelham,  November 
12,  1833,  to  July  25,  1835;  Elias  N.  Conway, 
July  25,  1S35,  to  October  1,  1836. 

Auditors  of  State:  Elias  N.  Conway,  October 

I,  1836,  to  May  17,  1841;  A.  Boileau,  May  17, 
1841,  to  July  5,  1841  (acting);  Elias  N.  Conway, 
July  5,  1841,  to  January  3,  1849;  C.  C.  Danley, 
January  3,  1849,  to  September  16.  1854  (resigned); 
W.  R.  Miller,  September  16,  1854,  to  January  23, 
1855;  A.  S.  Huey,  January  23,  1855,  to  January 
23,  1S57;  W.  R.  Miller,  January  23,  1857.  to  March 
5,  I860;  H.  C.  Lowe,  March  5,  1860,  to  January  24, 
1861  (acting);  W.  R.  Miller,  January  24,  1861,  to 
April  18,  1864;  J.  R.  Berry,  April  IS,  1S64.  to  Oc- 
tober 15,  1866;  Stephen  AA’heeler,  January  6,  1873, 
to  November  12,  1874;  W.  R,  Miller,  October  15, 
1866.  to  July  2,  186S;  John  Crawford,  January 

II,  1877,  to  January  17,  1883;  A W.  Files,  Jan- 
uary, 1883,  to  January,  1887;  William  R.  Miller 
(died  in  office),  January,  1887,  to  November,  1S87; 
AY.  S.  Dunlop,  appointed  November  30,  1887,  to 
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January,  1889;  AV.  S.  Dunlop,  January,  1889 
(present  incumbent). 

Territorial  treasurers:  James  Scull,  August  15, 
1819,  to  November  12,  1833;  S.  M.  Rutherford, 
November  12,  1S33,  to  October  1,  1830. 

State  treasurers:  AV.  E.  AA'oodruff,  October  1, 

1830,  to  November  20,  183S;  John  Hutt,  November 
20,  1838,  to  February  2,  1843;  John  C.  Martin, 
February  2,  1843,  to  January  4,  1845;  Samuel 
Adams,  January  4,  1845,  to  January  2,  1849;  AVill- 
iam  Adams,  January  2,  1S49,  to  January  10,  1849; 
John  H.  Crease,  January  10,  1849,  to  January  20, 
1855;  A.  H.  Rutherford,  January  27.  1855,  to  Feb- 
ruary 2,  1857;  J.  H.  Crease,  February  2,  1857,  to 
February  2, 1 859;  John  Quindley,  February  2.  1859, 
to  December  13,  1800  (died);  Jared  C.  Martin, 
December  13,  1800,  to  February  2,  1801;  Oliver 
Basham,  February  2,  1861,  to  April  IS,  1864;  E. 
D.  Ayers,  April  18,  1864,  to  October  15,  1S06;  L. 
B.  Cunningham,  October  15,  1866,  to  August  19, 
1867  (removed  by  military') ; Henry  Page,  August 
19,  1S67  (military  appointment),  elected  1868  to 
1874  (resigned);  R.  C.  Newton,  May  23,  1874,  to 
November  12,  1874;  T.  J.  Churchill,  November 
12,  1874,  to  January  12,  18S1;  AV.  E.  AVoodruff, 
Jr.,  January  12,  1881,  to  January,  1891. 

Attorneys-general:  Robert  AV.  Johnson,  1843; 
George  C.  AVatkins,  October  1,  1848;  J.  J.  Critten- 
den, February  7,  1851;  Thomas  Johnson,  Septem- 
ber 8,  1856;  J.  L.  Hollowell,  September  8,  1S5S; 
P.  Jordon,  September  7,  1861;  Sam  AAr.  AATilliams, 
1862;  C.  T.  Jordan,  1804;  II.  S.  Gantt,  January' 
31,  1865;  R.  II.  Deadman,  October  15,  1866;  J.  R. 
Montgomery,  July  21,  1868;  T.  D.  AAT.  Yonley,  Jan- 
uary 8,  1873;  J.  L.  AA'itherspoon,  May  22,  1874; 
Simon  P.  Hughes,  November  12,  1873,  to  1876;  AV. 
F.  Henderson,  January  11,  1877,  to  1881;  C.  B. 
Moore,  January  12,  1881,  to  18S5;  D.  AV.  Jones, 
January,  1885,  to  1S89;  AV.  E.  Atkinson,  January, 
1889  (present  incumbent). 

Commissioners  of  immigration  and  of  State  | 
j lands:  J.  M.  Lewis,  July  2,  1S68;  AV.  H.  Grey, 

! October  15,  1872;  J.  N.  Smithee.  June  5,  1874. 

These  officers  were  succeeded  by  the  commis- 
J sioner  of  State  lands,  the  lirst  to  occupythis  position 
being  J.  N.  Smithee,  from  November  12,  1871,  to 


November  18,  1S<8;  D.  AV.  Lear,  October  21,  1873, 
to  November,  18S2;  AA’.  P.  Campbell,  October  30, 
1SS2,  to  March,  1884;  P.  M.  Cobbs,  March  31, 
1884,  to  October  30,  1890. 

Superintendents  of  public  instruction:  Thomas 
Smith,  1S08  to  1873;  J.  C.  Corbin,  July  6,  1873; 

G.  AV.  Hill,  December  18,  1875,  to  October.  1878; 

J.  L.  Denton,  October  13,  1875,  to  October  11, 
1882;  Dunbar  H.  Pope,  October  11  to  30,  1882; 

AAr.  E.  Thompson.  October  20,  1882,  to  1890. 

Of  the  present  State  officers  and  members  of 
boards,  the  executive  department  is  first  worthy'  of 
attention.  This  is  as  follows: 

Governor,  J.  P.  Eagle;  secretary  of  State,  B. 

B.  Chism;  treasurer,  AVilliam  E.  AVoodruff,  Jr.;  j 
attorney-general,  AA7.  E.  Atkinson;  commissioner 
of  State  lands,  Paul  M.  Cobbs;  superintendent 
public  instruction,  AA'.  E.  Thompson;  State  geolo- 
gist, John  C.  Brauner. 

Board  of  election  canvassers:  Gov.  J.  P.  Eagle, 
Sec.  B.  B.  Chism. 

Board  of  commissioners  of  the  common  school 
fund:  Gov.  J.  P.  Eagle,  Sec.  B.  B.  Chism,  Supt. 

AA'.  E.  Thompson. 

State  debt  board:  Gov.  J.  P.  Eagle;  And.  AAr. 

S.  Dunlop,  and  Sec.  B.  B.  Chism. 

Penitentiary'  board — commissioners:  The  Gov- 
ernor; the  attorney-general,  AA'.  E.  Atkinson,  and 
the  secretary  of  State. 

Lessee  of  penitentiary:  The  Arkansas  Indus- 

trial Company. 

Printing  board:  The  Governor,  president;  AAT. 

S.  Dunlop,  auditor,  and  AA'.  E.  AVoodruff,  Jr., 
treasurer. 

Board  of  railroad  commissioners  (to  assess  and 
equalize  the  railroad  property  and  valuation  within 
the  State):  The  Governor,  secretary'  of  State  and 

State  auditor. 

Board  of  Trustees  of  Arkansas  Medical  College: 

J.  A.  Dibrell,  M.  D.,  AA’illiam  Thompson,  M.  D., 
AA’illiam  Lawrence,  M.  D. 

The  Arkansas  State  University,  at  Fayetteville, 
has  as  its  board  of  trustees:  AA7.  M.  Fisbback,  Fort 
Smith;  James  Mitchell,  Little  Rock;  AA’.  B. 
AA'elch,  Fayetteville;  C.  M.  Taylor,  South  Bend; 

B.  F.  Avery.  Camden;  J.  AA'.  Kessee,  Latour;  Gov. 
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Eagle,  ex-ojlicio\  E.  H.  Murfree,  president,  A.  I. 
U. ; J.  L.  Cravens,  secretary. 

Of  the  Pine  Bluff  Normal,  the  president  is  J. 
Corbin,  Pine  Bluff;  the  board  is  the  same  as  that 
of  the  State  University. 

Board  of  dental  surgery:  Dr.  L.  Augspath, 

Dr.  H.  C.  Howard,  Dr.  M.  C.  Marshall,  Dr.  L.  G. 
Roberts,  and  Dr.  N.  N.  Hayes. 

Slate  board  of  health:  Drs.  A.  L.  Brey- 

sacher,  J.  A.  Dibrell,  P.  Van  Patten,  Lorenzo  R. 
Gibson,  W.  A.  Cantrell,  V.  Brunson. 

Board  of  municipal  corporations:  Ex-officio  — 

The  Governor,  secretary  of  State  and  .State  auditor. 

Board  of  education:  The  Governor,  secretary 

of  State  and  auditor. 

Board  of  review  for  donation  contests:  The 

Governor,  auditor  of  State  and  attorney-general. 

Board  of  examiners  of  State  script:  The  Gov- 

ernor, secretary  of  State  and  auditor. 

Reference  to  the  presidential  vote  of  Arkansas, 
from  the  year  183G  up  to  and  including  the  elec- 
tion of  1888,  will  serve  to  show  in  a general  way 
the  political  complexion  of  the  State  during  that 
period.  The  elections  have  resulted  as  follows:* 

1836— Van  Buren  (D),  2,400;  Harrison  (TV), 
1,162;  total  3,63S. 

1840 — Harrison  (TV),  5,160;  Van  Buren  (D), 
6,049;  Birney  (A),  S89;  total  11,209. 

1844- Polk  (D),  8,546;  Clay  (TV),  5,504; 
total  15,050. 

1848 — Taylor  (TV),  7,588;  Cass  (D),  9,300; 
total  16,888. 

* Scattering  votes  not  given. 


1852 — Pierce  (D),  12,170;  Scott,  7,404; 

total  19,577. 

1S56 — Buchanan  (D),  21,910;  Fillmore,  10,787; 

I total  32,697. 

1860 — Douglas  (D),  5,227;  Breckenridge, 

28,532;  Bell,  20,297. 

1864 — No  vote. 

1868 — Grant  (R),  22,112;  Seymour,  19.07S: 

' total  41.190. 

1872 — Grant  (R),  41,377;  Greeley,  37,927: 
total  79,300. 

1876— Tilden  (D),  58,360;  Hayes  (R),  38,669; 
total  97,029. 

1880— Garfield  (R),  42,435;  Hancock  (D), 
60,475;  total,  107,290. 

1884 — Cleveland  (D),  72,927;  Blaine,  50,895; 
total,  125,669. 

1888 — Harrison  (R),  58,752;  Cleveland  (D), 
88,962;  Fisk,  593;  total,  155,968. 

In  accepting  the  vote  of  Arkansas,  1876,  objec- 
tion was  made  to  counting  it,  as  follows:  “First, 

because  the  official  returns  of  the  election  in  said 
State,  made  according  to  the  laws  of  said  State,  i 
show  that  the  persons  certified  to  the  secretary 
of  said  State  as  elected,  were  not  elected  as 
electors  for  President  of  the  United  States  at 
the  election  held  November  5,  1876;  and,  sec- 
ond, because  the  returns  as  read  by  the  tellers 
are  not  certified  according  to  law.  The  objec- 
tion was  sustained  by  the  Senate  but  not  sus- 
tained by  the  House  of  Representatives.” 
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Advancement  of  tiie  State — Misconceptions  Removed— Effects  of  Slavery  tjpon  Agriculture — 
Extraordinary  improvement  Since  the  War— Important  Suggestions— Comparative 
Estimate  of  Products— Growth  of  the  Manufacturing  Interests— 

Wonderful  Showing  of  Arkansas— Its  Desirability  as  a 
Place  of  Residence— State  Elevations. 


Look  forward  wliat’s  to  come,  and  back  what's  past; 
Thy  life  will  be  with  praise  and  prudence  graced; 
What  loss  or  gain  may  foIlowT  thou  may’st  guess, 
Then  wilt  thou  be  secure  of  the  success. — Denham. 


EFORE  entering  directly  up- 
on the  subject  of  the  mate- 
rial life  and  growth  of  Arkan- 
sas, it  is  necessary  to  clear 
away  at  the  threshold  some 
of  the  obstructions  that  have 
lain  in  its  pathway.  From 
the  earliest  settlement  slav- 
ery existed,  and  the  nergo 
slave  was  brought  with  the 
first  agricultural  communities.  Slave 
labor  was  profitable  in  but  two  things 
— cotton  and  sugar.  Arkansas  was 
north  of  the  sugar  cane  belt,  but  wTas  a 
^ F'  V dhr  splendid  field  for  cotton  growing.  Slave 
labor  and  white  labor  upon  the  farms 
were  never  congenial  associates.  These 
things  fixed  rigidly  the  one  road  in  the 
agricultural  progress  of  the  State. 
AVhat  was  therefore  the  very  richness 
of  heaven’s  bounties,  became  an  incubus  upon  the 
general  welfare.  The  fertile  soil  returned  a rich 
reward  even  with  the  slovenly  applied  energies  of 
the  slaves.  A man  could  pay  perhaps  SI, 000  for 
a slave,  and  in  the  cotton  field,  but  really  nowhere 
else,  the  investment  would  viekl  au  enormous  profit. 


The  loss  in  wrnste,  or  ill  directed  labor,  in  work 
carelessly  done,  or  the  want  of  preparation,  tools 
or  machinery,  or  any  manner  of  real  thrift,  gave 
little  or  no  concern  to  the  average  agriculturist. 
For  personal  comfort  and  large  returns  upon  invest- 
ments that  required  little  or  no  personal  attention, 
no  section  of  the  world  ever  surpassed  the  United 
States  south  of  the  36°  of  north  latitude.  Wealth 
of  individuals  was  rated  therefore  by  the  number 
of  slaves  one  possessed.  Tw'enty  hands  in  the  cot- 
ton field,  under  even  an  indifferent  overseer,  with 
no  watchful  care  of  the  master,  none  of  that  saving 
frugality  in  the  farming  so  imperative  elsewhere 
upon  farms,  returned  every  year  an  income  which 
would  enable  the  family  to  spend  their  lives  trav- 
eling and  sight-seeing  over  the  world.  The  rich 
soil  required  no  care  in  its  tilling  from  the  owner. 
It  is  the  first  and  strongest  principle  in  human  na- 
ture to  seek  its  desires  through  the  least  exertion. 
To  raise  cotton,  ship  to  market  and  dispose  of  it, 
purchasing  whatever  was  wanted,  wras  the  inevi- 
table result  of  such  conditions.  This  was  by  far  the 
easiest  mode,  and  hence  manufactures,  diversity  of 
farming  or  farming  pursuits,  were  not  an  impera- 
tive necessity — indeed,  they  were  not  felt  to  be  ne- 
cessities at  all.  The  evil,  the  blight  of  slavery 
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j upon  the  whites,  was  well  understood  by  the  intel- 
i ligence  of  the  South,  by  even  those  who  had  learned 
to  believe  that  white  labor,  could  not  and  never 
would  bo  profitable  in  this  latitude;  that— most 
strange!  the  white  man  who  labored  at  manual 
labor,  must  be  in  the  severe  climate  and  upon  the 
stubborn  New  England  soil.  It  was  simply  effect  j 
following  cause  which  made  these  people  send  off 
their  children  to  school,  and  to  buy  their  every  want,  j 
both  necessaries  and  luxuries — -importing  hay, corn,  j 
oats,  bacon,  mules,  horses  and  cattle  even  from 
Northern  States,  when  every  possible  natural  ad-  | 
vantage  might  be  had  in  producing  the  same  things  j 
at  home.  It  was  the  easiest  and  cheapest  way  to  do. 
In  the  matter  of  dollars  and  cents,  the  destroying 
of  slavery  was,  to  the  farmers  of  the  Upper  Missis- 
sippi Valley,  a permanent  loss.  Now  the  New  South 
is  beginning  to  send  the  products  of  its  farms  and 
gardens  even  to  Illinois.  The  war,  the  abolition 
of  slavery,  the  return  of  the  Confederates  to  their 
desolated  homes,  and  their  invincible  courage  in 
rolling  up  their  sleeves  and  going  to  work,  and  the 
results  of  their  labors  seen  all  over  the  South,  form 
one  of  the  grandest  displays  of  the  development  of 
the  latent  forces  of  the  great  American  people 
that  can  be  found  in  history. 

There  is  not  a thing,  not  even  ice,  but  that,  in 
the  new  social  order  of  Arkansas,  it  can  produce 
for  its  own  use  quite  as  well  as  the  most  favored 
of  Northern  States.  The  one  obstruction  in  the 
way  of  the  completed  triumph  of  the  State  is  the 
lingering  idea  among  farmers  that  for  the  work  of 
raising  cotton,  black  labor  is  better  than  white. 
This  fallacy  is  a companion  of  the  old  notion  that 
slavery  was  necessary  to  the  South  Under  proper 
auspices  these  two  articles  of  Arkansas — cotton 
and  lumber — alone  may  make  of  it  the  most  pros- 
perous State  in  the  Union  ; and  the  magician's 
wand  to  transform  all  this  to  gold  is  in  securing  the 
intelligent  laborer  of  the  North,  far  more  than  the 
Northern  capital  prayed  for  by  so  many.  The  North 
has  its  homeless  millions,  and  the  recent  lessons 
in  the  opening  of  Oklahoma  should  be  promptly 
appreciated  by  the  people  of  this  State.  For  the 
next  decade  to  manufacture  every  pound  of  cotton 
raised  in  the  State,  as  well  as  husbanding  and  man- 


ufacturing all  the  lumber  from  these  grand  old  for- 
ests, is  to  solve  the  questions  in  the  race  of  State 
prosperity  and  general  wealth  among  the  people. 
When  free  labor  supplanted  slave  labor  what  a won- 
derful advance  it  gave  the  whole  section;  when  in- 
telligent skilled  labor  supplants  ignorance  and  un- 
skilled labor,  what  a transcendent  golden  epoch 
will  dawn.  There  is  plenty  of  capital  to-day  in  the 
State,  if  it  was  only  put  in  proper  co-operative 
form,  to  .promote  the  establishment  of  manu- 
factories that  would  liberally  reward  the  stock- 
holders, aud  make  them  and  Arkansas  the  richest 
people  in  the  world.  Such  will  attract  hundreds  of 
thousands  of  intelligent  and  capable  wage  workers 
from  the  North,  from  all  over  the  world,  as  well  as 
the  nimble- witted  farm  labor  in  the  gardens,  the 
orchards,  the  fields  and  the  cotton  plantations.  This 
will  bring  and  add  to  the  present  profits  on  a bale 
of  cotton,  the  far  richer  dividend  on  stocks  in  fac- 
tories, banks,  railroads  and  all  that  golden  stream 
which  is  so  much  of  modern  increase  in  wealth. 
The  people  of  Arkansas  may  just  as  well  have  this  ! 
incalculable  abundance  as  to  not  have  it,  and  at  the 
same  time  pay  enormous  premiums  to  others  to  come 
and  reap  the  golden  harvests.  Competent  labor- 
ers— skilled  wage  workers,  the  brawn  and  brain 
of  the  land — are  telling  of  their  unrest  in  strikes, 
lockouts,  combinations  and  counter  combinations; 
in  short,  in  the  conflict  of  labor  and  capital,  they 
are  appealing  strongly  to  be  allowed  to  come  to  i 
Arkansas  — not  to  enter  the  race  against  ignorant, 
incapable  labor,  but  simply  to  find  employment  and 
homes,  where  in  comfort  and  plenty  they  can  rear 
their  families,  and  while  enriching  themselves  to 
return  profits  a thousand  fold.  Don't  fret  and 
mope  away  your  lives  looking  and  longing  for  capi- 
tal to  enter  and  develop  your  boundless  resources. 
Capital  is  a royal  good  thing,  but  remember  it  is 
even  a better  thing  in  your  own  pockets  than  in 
some  other  person's.  Open  the  way  for  proper, 
useful  labor  to  come  and  find  employment : each 
department,  no  matter  how  small  or  humble  the 
beginning,  once  started  will  grow  rapidly,  and  the 
problem  will  have  been  solved.  Only  by  the  North 
taking  the  raw  product  of  the  South  and  putting  it 
in  the  hands  of  skilled  labor  has  their  enormous 
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capital  been  secured.  The  profits  on  high  priced 
labor  will  always  far  excel  that  on  ignorant  or  cheap  ! 
workmen.  The  time  is  now  when  this  kind  of 
labor  and  the  small  farmers  and  gardeners  are 
awaiting  a bidding  to  enter  Arkansas.  When  the 
forlorn  hope  returned  from  the  late  war.  they  met 
the  stern  necessity,  and  demonstrated  the  fact  that 
here,  at  least,  the  people  can  create  their  own  capi- 
tal. Let  them  now  anticipate  the  future  by  this 
heroic  triumph  of  the  past.  The  Clods  help  those 
only  who  help  themselves. 

11  The  fault,  dear  Brutus,  is  not  in  our  stars, 
but  in  ourselves.” 

To  the  Northern  home- seeker  the  thing  of  first 
importance  is  to  tell  of  the  temperate  climate  at  all 
seasons,  and  its  extraordinary  healthfulness,  cur- 
ing him  of  the  false  idea  spread  so  wide  that  the 
topography  of  the  State  is  seen  from  the  decks 
of  steamers,  or  on  the  lines  of  railroad  which  are 
built  along  the  swamps  and  slashes,  mostly  on  ac- 
count of  the  easy  grades  on  these  lines.  Then  show 
from  the  records  the  low  rate  of  taxation  and  the 
provisions  of  the  law  bv  which  high  taxation  is  for-  i 
ever  prevented.  From  this  preliminary  may  be 
unfolded  to  him  some  of  the  wonderful  natural  re- 
sources which  are  awaiting  development.  Here 
both  tongue  and  pen  will  fall  far  short  of  telling  all 
or  nearly  all.  In  climate,  health,  soil,  timber, 
minerals,  coal,  rocks,  clays,  marls,  sand,  navigable 
streams,  mineral  and  fresh  waters,  Arkansas  may 
challenge  any  similar  sized  spot  on  the  globe.  It 
has  more  miles  of  navigable  streams  than  any  other 
State  in  the  Union,  and  these  are  so  placed  as  to 
give  the  whole  territory  the  advantages  thereof,  as  j 
though  the  engineers  had  located  them.  It  has 
unequaled  water  power — the  Mammoth  Spring 
alone  furnishing  enough  water  power  to  propel  all 
the  machinery  west  of  the  Mississippi  River.  The 
topography  of  the  State  is  one  of  its  most  inviting 
features.  Its  variety  in  this  respect  is  only  equaled 
by  the  diversity  of  its  soils.  The  traveler  who  in 
approaching  this  section  concludes  that  it  consists 
chiefly  of  swamp  bottoms,  and  water-covered 
slashes,  may  readily  learn  from  the  records  that 
three-quarters  of  the  State’s  surface  is  uplands? 
ranging  from  the  gentle  swells  of  prairie  and  j 


woodland  to  the  grandly  beautiful  mountain  scen- 
ery; and  on  the  mountain  benches,  and  at  the  base, 
are  as  rich  and  beautiful  valleys  as  are  kissed  by  the 
rays  of  the  sun  in  his  season’s  round.  Take  the 
whole  range  of  agricultural  products  of  Ohio,  Ind- 
iana, Illinois  and  Kansas,  and  all  can  be  produced 
quite  as  well  in  Arkansas  as  in  any  of  these  States. 
In  the  face  of  this  fact,  for  more  than  a genera- 
tion Arkansas  raised  scarcely  any  of  the  products 
of  these  Northern  communities,  but  imported  such 
as  it  had  to  have.  It  could  not  spare  its  lands  from 
the  cultivation  of  the  more  profitable  crops  of 
cotton.  In  a word,  the  truth  is  the  State  was  bur- 
dened with  natural  wealth — this  and  slave  labor 
having  clogged  the  way  and  impeded  its  progress. 
With  less  labor,  more  cotton  per  acre  and  per  hand, 
on  an  average,  has  been  produced  in  Arkansas  than 
in  any  other  Southern  State,  and  its  quality  has  been 
such  as  to  win  the  prize  wherever  it  has  been  en- 
tered in  competition.  Its  reputation  as  a fruit- 
growing State  is  not  excelled.  In  the  New  Orleans 
Exposition,  in  California,  Ohio  and  everywhere  en- 
tered, it  has  taken  the  premium  over  all  competi- 
tors. Its  annual  rainfall  exceeds  that  of  any  South- 
ern State,  and  it  cannot,  therefore,  suffer  seriously 
from  drouths.  There  is  not  a spot  upon  the  globe 
which,  if  isolated  from  all  outside  of  its  limits, 
could  sustain  in  health  and  all  the  civilized  comforts 
a population  as  large  as  might  Arkansas.  Fifty 
thousand  people  annually  come  hither  and  are 
cured,  and  yet  a general  nebulous  idea  prevails 
among  many  in  the  North  that  the  health  and  cli- 
mate of  the  State  are  not  good.  The  statistics  of 
the  United  States  Medical  Department  show  the 
mortality  rate  at  Little  Rock  to  be  less  than  at  any 
other  occupied  military  post  in  the  country.  There 
is  malaria  in  portions  of  the  State,  but  considering 
the  vast  bottom  stretches  of  timber-land,  and  the 
newness  of  the  country’s  settlement,  it  is  a remark- 
able fact  that  there  is  less  of  this  disease  here 
than  in  Pennsylvania;  while  all  the  severer  diseases 
of  the  New  England  and  Northern  States,  such  as 
rheumatism,  consumption,  catarrh  and  blood  poi- 
son, are  always  relieved  and  generally  cured  in 
Arkansas;  malignant  scarlet  fever  and  diphtheria 
have  never  yet  appeared.  That  dreadful  decimator. 
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yellow  fever,  has  only  visited  the  eastern  portion  of 
the  State,  but  in  every  case  it  was  brought  from 
abroad,  and  has  never  prevailed  in  this  locality  as  an 
epidemic.  Therefore,  the  largest  factories,  schools 
and  universities  in  the  world  should  be  here.  The 
densest  population,  the  busiest  haunts  of  men,  will 
inevitably  come  where  their  rewards  will  be  great- 
est— the  struggle  for  life  less  severe.  Five  hun- 
dred  inhabitants  to  the  square  mile  will  not  put  to 
the  full  test  the  limitless  resources  of  this  wonder- 
ful commonwealth.  Ten  mouths  of  summer  with- 
out one  torrid  day,  with  invariable  cool  and  re- 
freshing nights,  and  two  months  only  of  winter, 
where  a man  can  work  out  of  doors  every  day  in 
the  year  in  comfort,  with  less  cost  in  physician’s 
bills,  expense  in  food,  clothing  and  housing,  are 
some  of  the  inducements  the  State  offers  to  the 
poor  man.  There  are  millions  of  acres  of  fertile 
lands  that  are  offered  almost  without  money  and 
without  price;  land  nearly  any  acre  of  which  is 
worth  more  intrinsically  than  any  other  similar 
sized  body  of  land  in  the  world.  There  are 
5,000,000  acres  of  government  lands  in  the  State, 
and  2,000,000  acres  of  State  lands.  The  rainfall  in 
1SS0  was  40. 33 ; average  mean  temperature,  58. 7 7 ; 
highest,  97.8°;  lowest,  above  zero,  7.6".  Of  the 
33,500,000  acres  in  the  State  there  are  soils  richer 
and  deeper  than  the  Nile;  others  that  excel  the 
alluvial  corn  belt  of  the  Northern  States;  others 
that  may  successfully  compete  with  the  noted  Cu'oa 
or  James  River,  Virginia,  tobacco  red  soil  districts, 
or  the  most  noted  vineyards  of  France  or  Italy. 
Here  is  the  land  of  wine  and  silk,  where  side  by  side 
will  grow  the  corn  and  the  lig — the  land  overhung 
with  the  soft,  blue  skies,  and  decked  with  dowers, 
the  air  laden  with  the  rich  perfumes  of  the  magno- 
lias, on  the  topmost  pinnacle  of  whose  branches  the 
Southern  mocking-bird  by  day  and  by  night  swells 
its  throat  with  song — 

“Where  all.  save  the  spirit  of  man,  is  divine.” 

The  artificial  and  local  causes  which  have  ob- 
structed the  State's  prosperity  are  now  forever 
gone.  There  is  yet  the  unsolved  problem  of  the 
political  negro,  but  this  is  in  Illinois,  KausasTmd 
Ohio,  exactly  as  it  is  in  Arkansas.  It  is  only  the 


common  problem  to  the  Anglo-Saxon  of  the  United 
States,  which,  in  the  future  as  in  the  past,  after 
many  mistakes  and  even  great  wrongs,  he  will  for- 
ever settle  and  for  the  best.  Throw  politics  to  the 
winds;  only  remember  to  profit  by  the  mistakes  of 
; the  North  in  inviting  immigration,  and  thereby 
avoid  the  ominous  presence  of  anarchism,  socialism, 
and  those  conditions  of  social  life  latent  in  “the 
j conflict  of  labor  and  capital.’’  These  are  some  of 
the  portentous  problems  now  confronting  the  older 
I States  that  are  absent  from  Arkansas;  they  should 
i be  kept  away,  by  the  knowledge  that  such  ugly 
' conditions  are  the  fanged  whelps  of  the  great 
j brood  of  American  demagogues — overdoses  of 
! politics,  washed  down  by  too  much  universal  vot- 
; ing.  It  is  of  infinitely  more  importance  to  guard 
tax-receipts  than  the  ballot  boxes.  \\  hen  vice  and 
ignorance  vote  their  own  destruction,  there  need  be 
no  one  to  compassionate  their  miseries,  but  always 
where  taxes  run  high,  people’s  liberties  run  low. 

> The  best  government  governs  the  least — the  freest 
j government  taxes  the  least. 

Offer  premiums  to  the  immigration  of  well- 
informed,  expert  labor,  and  small  farmers,  dairy- 
men, gardeners  and  horticulturists  and  small  trad- 
i ers.  Let  the  7,000,000  acres  of  government  and 
! State  lands  be  given  in  forty- acre  tracts  to  the 
; heads  of  families,  who  will  come  and  occupy  them. 

Instead  of  millions  of  dollars  in  donations  to  great 
I corporations  and  capitalists,  give  to  that  class  which 
will  creaie  capital,  develop  the  State,  and  enrich 
all  the  people.  Railroads  aud  capitalists  will  fol- 
| low  these  as  water  runs  down  the  hill.  Arkansas 
needs  railroads — ten  thousand  miles  yet — it  needs 
| great  factories,  great  cities,  universities  of  learn- 
ing and,  forsooth,  millionaires.  But  its  first  and 
greatest  needs  are  small  farmers,  practical  toil- 
ers, skilled  mechanics,  and  scattered  all  over  the 
State  beginnings  in  each  of  the  various  manufac- 
tures; the  beginnings,  in  short,  of  that  auspicious 
hour  when  it  ceases  to  ship  any  of  its  raw  mate- 
rials. It  is  a law  of  life,  that,  in  a society  where 
there  are  few  millionaires,  there  are  few  paupers. 
Where  the  capital  of  a country  is  gathered  in  vast 
i aggregations  in  the  possession  of  a few.  there  the 
j children  cry  for  bread — the  poor  constantly  in- 
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crease,  wages  fall,  employment  too  often  fails,  and 
' the  hoarse  mutterings  of  parading  mobs  and  bread 
riots  take  the  places  of  the  laughter  and  the  songs 
of  the  laborers  to  and  from  the  shops  and  the 
Helds. 

The  following  from  the  government  official  re- 
© © 

i ports  of  the  growth  and  value  of  the  manufactures 
j of  tho  State  is  to  be  understood  as  reaching  only 
to  1 8S0,  when  it  had  but  commenced  to  emerge 
1 from  the  old  into  the  new  life: 


Year. 

a 

£ 

3 

« 

W 

1 

Capital. 

3 

S 

J8 

3 

U 

5 

s 

tc 

> 

Val.  Materials. 

o 

rD 

o 

O) 

> 

1850 

201 

$ 305,045 

S12 

30 

$150,870 

$ 215,789 

$ 537.908 

1SG0 

518 

1, 316.610 

1,831 

-10 



554,240 

1 ,280.503 

2,880,578 

isro 

1 ,070 

1.78?, 913 

3,077 

-17 

82 

673,903 

2,5«  6,998 

4,629.234 

1880 

1,202 

2,953,130 

4,307 

90 

1G0 

925,358 

4,392,080 

6,756,159 

Ideas  of  values  are  most  easily  reached  by  com- 
parisons. The  following  figures,  taken  from  offi- 
cial government  reports,  explain  themselves: 


Value  of 
Farms. 

Machinery 

Five  Stock. 

i 

Products. 

Arkansas 

$ 74,249,655 

$ 4,637,497 

S 20.472,425 

543,796,261 

105,932,541 

7,820,915, 

33,440,265! 

31,708,914 

Iowa 

507,430,227 

29,371,884 

124,715,103 

36,103.073 

Kansas 

235,178,631 

9,734.634 

60,907,149 

52,240,561 

Minnesota 

193,724,200 

13,089,783! 

31,904,821 

49,468,967 

The  products  are  the  profits  on  the  capital  in- 
vested. Words  can  add  nothing  to'  these  figures 
in  demonstrating  the  superiority  of  Arkansas  as 
| an  agricultural  State,  except  the  explanation  that 
Southern  farming  is  vet  more  or  less  carried  on 
i under  the  baneful  influences  of  the  days  of  slavery, 
unintentional  indifference  and  the  absence  of 
watchful  attention  by  the  proprietor. 

Cotton  grows  finely  in  all  parts  of  this  com- 
monwealth and  heretofore  in  two-thirds  of  its  terri- 
tory it  has  been  the  main  crop.  In  the  fertile 
i bottoms  the  product  per  acre  has  reached  as  high 
! as  2,000  pounds  of  seed  cotton,  while  on  the 
uplands  it  runs  from  000  to  1,000  pounds.  The 
j census  of  1880  shows  that  Arkansas  produces  more 
i cotton  per  acre,  and  at  less  expense,  than  any  of 
the  so-called  cotton  States.  In  18S0  the  yield 
was  008, 256  bales,  grown  on  1,042,970  acres.  That 
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year  Georgia  raised  814,441  bales,  on  2,617,138 
1 acres.  The  estimated  cost  per  acre  of  raising  cot- 
ton is  86.  It  will  thus  be  seen  that  it  cost 
89,444,972  in  Georgia  to  raise  256,185  more  bales 
of  cotton  than  Arkansas  had  grown — much  more 
than  double  the  land  to  produce  less  than  one- 
fourth  more  cotton.  Less  than  one-twentietli  of 
the  cotton  land  of  the  latter  State  has  been  brought 
under  cultivation. 

The  superiority  of  cotton  here  is  attested  by 
the  fact  that  the  greatest  cotton  thread  manufact- 
urers in  the  world  prefer  the  Arkansas  cotton  to 
any  other  in  the  market.  The  product  has  for 
years  carried  off  the  first  prizes  over  the  world's 
competition. 

The  extra  census  bulletin,  1880,  gives  the  yield 

of  corn,  oats  and  wheat  products  in  Arkansas  for 

! that  year  as  follows:  Corn,  24,156,517  bushels; 

oats,  2,219,824  bushels;  wheat,  1,269,730  bushels. 

Remembering  that  this  is  considered  almost  ex- 

i clusively  a cotton  State,  these  figures  of  the  cereals 

| will  be  a genuine  surprise.  More  wheat  is  grown 

j by  40,000  bushels  and  nearly  three  times  as  much 

! corn  as  were  raised  in  all  New  England,  according 

© ’ © 

1 to  the  official  figures  for  that  year. 

From  the  United  States  agricultural  reports  are 
obtained  these  interesting  statistics  concerning  the 
money  value  of  farm  crops  per  acre: 


- 

Corn. 

Rye.  ! 

Oats. 

Potatoes. 

Hay. 

$ 6 7? 

$ 6 

46 

$30  32 

Indiana  

8 80 

7 30 

5 

92 

30  08 i 

7 66 

Ohio 

11  52 

9 OS 

7 

90 

34  48 

9 85 

Kansas 

G 44 

5 98 

6 

12 

37  40 

5 89 

Virginia 

7 52! 

5 16 

5 

34 

43  50 

17  30 

Tennessee 

7 91 

7 32 

5 

73 

28  08 

14  95 

Arkansas 

11  51 

9 51 

ii 

07 

78  65 

22  94 

The  following  is  the  average  cash  value  per 
acre  on  all  Crops  taken  together: 


Maine 

North  Carolina.. . 

. ..$10 

79 

New  Hampshire.. 

. . 13 

56  1 

South  Carolina. . . 

. . 10 

09 

Vermont 

. . 11 

60  i 

Georgia 

...  10 

3o 

Massachusetts... . 

. . 26 

71 

Florida 

.. . 8 

52 

Rhode  Island 

..  29 

oo  ! 

Alabama 

. . 13 

49 

Connecticut 

. . 16 

go  | 

Mississippi 

..  . 14 

76 

New  York 

. 14 

15 

Louisiana 

oo 

40 

New  Jersey 

. . 18 

05 

Arkansas  

. . . 20 

40 

Pennsylvania  . . . . 

. . 17 

68 

Tennessee 

. ..  12 

39 

Delaware 

Nil 

•1° 

r-  j 

Maryland 

. . 17 

S3 

Kentucky  

, ..  13 

58 

Virginia 

. . 10 

91 

Ohio 

...  15 

58 

. 
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Michigan §18  96  Kansas § t)  11 

Indiana 14  GG  j Nebraska 8 GO 

Illinois 12  47  ; California 17  18 

"Wisconsin 13  80  j Oregon 17  11  ; 

Minnesota 10  29  j Nevada, Colorado  and 

Iowa 8 88  the  Territories ... . 1G  13  I 

Missouri  . 10  78  | Texas 14  69 

The  advance  of  horticulture  in  the  past  decade 
in  the  State  has  been  extraordinary.  Twenty  years  ! 
ago  its  orchard  products  amounted  to  very  little. 
By  the  census  reports  of  1880,  the  total  yield  of 
fruit  was  $807,420.  This  was  8100,000  more  than 
the  yield  of  Florida,  with  all  the  latter’s  immense  j 
orange  groves.  As  universally  as  has  the  State 
been  misunderstood,  it  is  probably  in  reference  1 
to  its  fruits  and  berries  that  the  greatest  errors 
have  long  existed.  If  one  visits  the  apple  and 
peach  regions  of  the  North,  it  is  found  to  be  the  gen- 
eral belief  that  Arkansas  is  too  far  south  to  pro-  | 
duce  either,  whereas  the  truth  is  that,  especially  : 
in  apples,  it  has  no  equal  either  in  the  United 
States  or  in  the  world.  This  fact  was  first  brought 
to  public  attention  at  the  "World's  Fair,  at  New 
Orleans,  1884-85,  where  the  Arkansas  exhibit  was 
by  far  the  finest  ever  made,  and  the  State  was 
awarded  the  first  premium,  receiving  the  "World’s 
medal  and  a special  notice  by  the  awarding  com- 
mittee. Thus  encouraged,  the  State  was  repre- 
sented at  the  meeting  of  the  American  Pomological 
Society,  in  Boston,  in  September.  1887.  Sixty- 
eight  varieties  of  Arkansas  seedling  apples  were  in 
the  exhibit,  to  contend  with  all  the  champion  fruit 
growers  of  the  globe.  The  State  won  the  Wilder 
medal,  which  is  only  given  by  reason  of  extraor- 
dinary merit,  and  in  addition  to  this  was  awarded  i 
the  first  premium  for  the  largest  and  best  collection  ■ 
of  apples,  consisting  of  128  varieties. 

The  collection  which  won  the  Boston  prizes  was  * 
then  shipped  to  Little  Rock,  and  after  being  on 
exhibition  there  twenty  days,  was  re-packed  and 
shipped  to  the  National  Horticultural  meeting  in 
California,  which  met  at  Riverside,  February  7. 
1888.  Arkansas  again  won  the  first  prize,  invad-  ■ 
ing  the  very  home  of  Pomona,  and  bearing  off  the 
first  honors  as  it  had  in  eastern  and  northern  sec-  i 
tions  of  the  Union.  The  “Arkansas  Shannon’’  ! 
is  pronounced  by  competent  judges  to  be  the  finest 
apple  now  grown  anywhere. 


Strawberries  are  another  late  discovery  of  the 
resources  of  Arkansas.  The  yield  and  quality  are 
very  superior.  So  rapidly  has  the  industry  grown 
that,  during  the  fruit  season,  the  Iron  Mountain 
road  runs  a special  daily  fruit  train,  leaving  Little 
Rock  late  in  the  afternoon  and  reaching  St.  Louis 
early  the  next  morning.  This  luscious  product,  of 
remarkable  size,  ripens  about  the  first  of  April. 

Of  all  cultivated  fruit  the  grape  has  held  its 
place  in  poetry  and  song,  in  sacred  and  profane 
history,  as  the  first.  It  finds  in  Arkansas  the  same 
conditions  and  climate  of  its  native  countries, 
between  Persia  and  India.  The,  fruit  and  its  wine 
produced  here  are  said  by  native  and  foreign 
experts  to  equal,  if  not  surpass,  the  most  famous  of 
Italy  or  France.  The  vines  are  always  healthy 
and  the  fruit  perfect.  The  wild  muscadine  and 
scuppernong  grow  vines  measuring  thirty-eight 
and  one-half  inches  around,  many  varieties  fruit- 
ing here  to  perfection  that  are  not  on  the  open  air 
lists  at  all  further  north. 

The  nativity  of  the  peach  is  the  same  as  that 
of  the  grape,  and  it,  too,  therefore,  takes  as  kindly 
to  the  soil  here  as  does  the  vine.  Such  a thing  as 
budded  peach  trees  are  of  very  recent  date,  and  as 
a consequence  the  surprises  of  the  orchardists  in  re- 
spect to  this  fruit  are  many.  Some  of  the  varieties 
ripen  in  May,  and  so  far  every  kind  of  budded 
peaches  brought  from  the  North,  both  the  tree  and 
the  fruit,  have  improved  by  the  transplanting. 
The  vigor  of  the  trees  seems  to  bathe  the  borers, 
and  no  curled  leaves  have  yet  been  noticed.  In 
quality  and  quantity  the  product  is  most  encourag- 
ing, and  the  next  few  years  will  see  a marked 
advance  in  this  industry. 

For  fifty  years  after  the  settlement  of  the  State 
peach  seedlings  were  grown,  and  from  these,  as  in 
the  case  of  the  apple,  new  and  superior  varieties 
have  been  started,  noted  for  size,  flavor,  abundance 
and  never  failing  crops. 

The  Chickasaw  plum  is  so  far  the  most  suc- 
cessfully grown,  and  is  the  best.  It  is  a perfected 
fruit  easily  cultivated,  and  is  free  from  the  cuvculio, 
while  the  trees  are  healthy  and  vigorous  beyond 
other  localities. 

In  vegetables  and  fruits,  except  the  tropical 
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plants,  Arkansas  is  the  banner  State.  In  the  fruit 
and  vegetable  kingdom  there  is  found  in  luxuriant 
growth  everything  in  the  long  list  from  corn  to  the 

! fig* 

The  yield  and  quality  of  Arkansas  tobacco  is 
remarkable  when  it  is  remembered  that  this  indus-  j 
try  has  received  so  little  attention.  Thirty  years 
ago  State  Geologist  Owen  informed  the  people 
i that  he  found  here  the  same,  if  not  better,  tobacco 
j soil,  than  the  most  favored  districts  of  Cuba.  The 
yield  of  tobacco,  in  18S0,  was  970,230  pounds. 

| Yet  so  little  attention  or  experiment  has  been  given  j 
| the  subject  that  an  experimental  knowledge  of  the  j 
State’s  resources  in  this  respect  cannot  be  claimed 
to  have  been  gained. 

In  1880  the  State  produced:  Barley,  1,952  I 
bushels;  buckwheat,  548  bushels;  rye,  22, 3S7  ! 
j bushels;  hay,  23,295  tons;  Irish  potatoes,  492,627 
; bushels;  sweet  potatoes,  881,260  bushels. 

From  the  census  reports  of  the  same  year  are 
i gleaned  the  following:  Horses,  total.  146,333; 

i ° . 

mules  and  asses,  87,082;  working  oxen,  25,444; 
milch  cows,  249,407;  other  cattle,  433,392;  sheep, 
21*6,757;  swine,  1,565,098;  wool,  557,368  pounds:  j 
milk,  316,858  gallons;  butter,  7,790,013  pounds;  | 
cheese,  26,310  pounds.  All  parts  of  the  State  are  j 
finely  adapted  to  stock-raising.  The  excellence  ; 
and  abundance  of  pure  water,  the  heavy  growth  of 
blue  grass,  the  cane  brakes  and  abundant  mast, 
sustain  the  animals  during  most  of  the  winter 
in  marketable  condition.  In  respect  to  all  domes- 
tic animals  here  are  presented  the  same  conditions 
as  in  nearly  every  line  of  agriculture — cheapness 
of  growth  and  excellence  of  quality. 

The  improvement  in  cattle  has  been  retarded  , 
by  the  now  conceded  fact  that  the  “Texas  fever’’ 
is  asserted  by  some  to  be  seated  in  the  State. 
This  affects  Northern  cattle  when  imported,  while 
if  has  no  effect  on  native  animals.  Except  for  this 
unfortunate  reality  there  would  be  but  little  time  i 
lost  in  developing  here  the  great  dairy  industry  of 
the  country.  But  good  graded  cattle  are  now 
being  raised  in  every  portion,  and  so  rich  is  the  i 
locality  in  this  regard  that  in  .stock,  as  in  its  fruits, 
care  and  attention  will  produce  new  varieties  oL 
unrivaled  excellence.  Arkansas  is  the  natural  home 
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and  breeding  ground  of  animals,  all  growing  to 
great  perfection,  with  less  care  and  the  least  cost. 

Taxes  here  are  not  high.  The  total  taxation  in  j 
Illinois  in  1SS0,  assessed  on  real  and  personal 
property,  as  per  census  reports,  for  State,  county 
and  all  civil  divisions  less  than  counties,  was 
824,586,018;  the  same  year  in  Arkansas  the  total 
tax  was  $1,839,090.  Farm  lands  are  decreasing 
in  value  in  Illinois  nearly  as  fast  as  they  are  in- 
creasing in  Arkansas.  The  total  taxation  in  the 
United  States  in  1880  was  the  enormous  sum  of 
8312,750,721.  Northern  cities  are  growing,  while 
their  rural  population  is  lessening.  The  reverse 
of  this  is  the  best  for  a State.  The  source  of  ruin 
to  past  nations  and  civilizations  has  all  arisen 
from  an  abuse  of  the  taxing  powers.  Excessive 
taxation  can  only  end  in  general  ruin.  This 
simple  but  great  lesson  should  be  instilled  into  the 
minds  of  all  youths,  crystallized  into  the  briefest  j 
maxim,  and  written  over  every  threshold  in  the 
land;  hung  in  the  porches  of  every  institution  of 
learning;  imprinted  upon  every  plow  handle  and 
emblazoned  on  the  trees  and  jutting  rocks.  The 
State  that  has  taxed  its  people  to  build  a $25,- 
000,000  State  house,  has  given  deep  shame  to  the 
intelligence  of  this  age.  Taxes  are  the  insidious 
destroyer  of  nations  and  all  liberty,  and  it  is  only 
those  freemen  who  jealously  guard  against  this 
evil  who  will  for  any  length  of  time  maintain  their 
independence,  equality  or  manhood. 

The  grade  profile  of  the  Memphis  Route  shows 
the  elevations  of  the  various  cities  and  towns 
alom*  that  line  to  be  as  follows  in  feet,  the  datum 
plane  being  tide  water  of  the  Gulf  of  Mexico: 
Kansas  City,  765:  Rosedale,  825;  Merriam,  900; 
Lenexa,  1,040;  Olathe,  1,060;  Bonita,  1.125; 
Ocheltree,  1,080;  Spring  Hill,  1,020;  Hillsdale,  j 
900;  Paola,  860;  Pendleton,  855;  Fontana,  925; 

La  Cygne,  S40;  Barnard,  810;  Pleasanton,  865; 
Miami,  910;  Prescott,  SS0;  Fulton,  820;  Ham- 
mond, 875;  Fort  Scott,  860;  Clarksburg,  885; 
Garland,  865;  all  in  Kansas;  Arcadia,  820; 
Liberal,  875;  Iantha,  990;  Lamar,  1,000:  Keno- 
ma.  980;  Golden  City,  1,025;  Lockwood,  1,065; 
South  Greenfield,  1,040;  Everton,  1,000,  Ash 
Grove,  1,020;  Boisd  Arc,  1,250;  Campbells,  1,290; 
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Nichols  Junction,  1,280;  Springfield,  1,800;  Tur- 
ner, 1,210;  Ilogersville,  1,475;  Fordland,  1,600; 
Seymour,  1,680;  Cedar  Gap,  1,685;  Mansfield, 
1,520;  Norwood,  1,510;  Mountain  Grove,  1,525; 
Cabool.  1,250;  Sterling,  1,560;  M i llow  Springs. 
1.400;  Burnham,  1,360;  Olden,  1,280;  "West 
Plains,  950;  Brandsville,  1,000;  Koshkonong,  970; 
Thayer,  last  point  in  Missouri,  575;  Mammoth 


Spring,  Ark..  485;  Afton,  410:  Hardy,  370;  "Willi- 
ford. 330;  Ravenden,  310;  Imboden,  300;  Black 
Rock,  290;  Portia,  285;  Hoxie,  295;  Sedgwick, 
270;  Bonnerville,  320;  Jonesboro,  275;  Nettleton, 
250;  Big  Bay  Siding,  250;  Hatchio  Coon,  250 
Marked  Tree,  250;  Tyronza,  240;  Gilmore,  225 
Clarketon,  240;  Clarion,  235;  West  Memphis,  200 
Memphis,  280. 
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Politics— Importance  of  the  Subject— The  Two  Old  Schools  of  Politicians— Triumph  of  the 
Jacksonians— Early  Prominent  State  Politicians— The  Great  Question  of  Secession 
—The  State  Votes  to  Join  the  Confederacy— Horror  of  the  M'ar  Period— 

The  Reconstruction  Distress— The  Banter-Brooks  Embroglio. 


In  knots  they  stand,  or  in  a rank  they  walk, 

Serious  in  aspect,  earnest  in  their  talk; 

Factious,  aud  favouring  this  or  t’other  side, 

As  their  weak  fancy  or  strong  reason  guide. — Dryden. 


N one  sense  there  is  no 
portion  of  the  history  of 
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G-j  Arkansas  more  instructive 

'L  ‘ than  its  political  history, 
because  in  this  is  the  key 
to  the  character  of  many 
of  its  institutions,  as  well 
as  strong  indications  of  the  trend  of 
;V v %%  the  public  mind,  and  the  characteris- 
M tics  of  those  men  who  shaped  public 
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the  State  councils. 

Immediately  upon  the  formation 
of  the  Territorial  government,  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  sent  to  Ar- 
kansas Post  Gov.  James  Miller,  Robert 
Crittenden,  secretary,  and  C.  Jouett, 
Robert  1’.  Letcher  and  Andrew  Scott,  judges,  to 
organize  the  new  Territorial  government.  Gov. 
Miller,  it  seems,  gave  little  attention  to  his  office, 


and  therefore  in  all  the  early  steps  of  formation 
Crittenden  was  the  acting  governor;  and  from  the 
force  of  character  he  possessed,  and  his  superior 
strength  of  mind,  it  is  fair  to  conclude  that  he 
dominated  almost  at  will  the  early  public  affairs 
of  Arkansas.  , 

This  was  at  the  -time  of  the  beginning  of  the 
political  rivalry  between  Clay  and  Jackson,  two  of 
the  most  remarkable  types  of  great  political  lead- 
ers this  country  has  produced— Henry  Clay,  the 
superb;  “Old  Hickory,”  the  man  of  iron;  the  one 
as  polished  a gem  as  ever  glittered  in  the  political 
heavens — the  other  the  great  diamond  in  the 
rough,  who  was  of  the  people,  and  who  drew  his 
followers  with  bands  of  steel.  These  opposites 
were  destined  to  clash.  It  is  well  for  the  country 
that  they  did. 

Robert  Critteuden  was  a brother  of  John  J. 
Crittenden,  of  Kentucky,  and  by  some  who  knew 
him  long  and  well  he  was  deemed  not  only  his 
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brother’s  peer,  but  in  many  respects  his  intellect- 
ual superior.  It  goes  without  the  saying,  he  was  a 
born  Whig,  who,  in  Kentucky’s  super- loyal  fash- 
ion, had  Clay  for  his  idol,  and,  to  put  it  mildly, 
Jackson  to  dislike. 

President  Monroe  had  appointed  the  first  Terri- 
torial officers,  but  the  fact  that  Crittenden  was 
secretary  is  evidence  that  politics  then  were  not 
running  very  high.  Monroe  was  succeeded  in 
1824  by  John  Quincy  Adams.  It  would  seem  that 
in  the  early  days  in  Arkansas,  the  Whigs  stood 
| upon  the  vantage  grounds  in  many  important 
respects.  By  the  time  Adams  was  inaugurated 
the  war  political  to  the  death  between  Clay  and 
Jackson  had  begun.  But  no  man  looked  more  care- 
fully after  his  own  interests  than  Jackson.  He 
had  large  property  possessions  just  across  the  line 
in  Tennessee,  besides  property  in  Arkansas.  He 
induced,  from  his  ranks  in  his  own  State,  some 
young  men  of  promise  to  come  to  Arkansas.  The 
J prize  now  was  whether  this  should  be  a Whig 
i or  Democratic  State.  President  Adams  turned 
i out  Democratic  officials  and  put  in  Whigs,  and 
Robert  Crittenden  for  a long  time  seemed  to  hold 
the  State  in  his  hand.  Jackson’s  superiority  as  a 
leader  over  Clay  is  manifested  in  the  struggles 
between  the  two  in  Arkansas.  Clay’s  followers 
here  were  men  after  his  fashion,  as  were  Jackson’s 
men  after  his  mold.  Taking  Robert  Crittenden 
as  the  best  type,  he  was  but  little  inferior  to  Clay 
himself  in  his  magnetic  oratory  and  purity  of  prin- 
ciples and  public  life;  while  Jackson  sent  here 
the  Seviers,  Conways  and  Rectors,  men  of  the 
people,  but  of  matchless  resolution  and  personal 
force  of  character.  No  two  great  commanders 
ever  had  more  faithful  or  able  lieutenants  than 
were  the  respective  champions  of  Old  Hickory 
and  Harry  of  the  West,  in  the  formative  days  of 
the  State  of  Arkansas.  The  results  were,  like 
those  thoughout  the  Union,  that  Jackson  triumphed 
in  the  hard  strife,  and  Arkansas  entered  the  Union, 
by  virtue  of  a bill  introduced  by  James  Buchanan, 
as  a Jackson  State,  and  has  never  wavered  in  its 
| political  integrity. 

As  an  evidence  of  the  similarity  of  the  con~ 
: tests  and  respective  leaders  of  the  two  parties 
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here  to  those  throughout  the  country,  it  is  only 
necessary  to  point  out  that  Crittenden  drew  to 
his  following  such  men  as  Albert  Pike,  a genius 
of  the  loftiest  and  most  versatile  gifts  the  country 
has  so  far  produced,  while  Jackson,  ever  supplying 
reinforcements  to  his  captains,  sent  among  others, 
as  secretary  of  the  Territory,  Lewis  Randolph,  ! 
grandson  of  Thomas  Jefferson,  and  whose  w’ife 
was  pretty  Betty  Martin,  of  the  White  House,  a 
niece  of  Jackson’s.  Randolph  settled  in  Hemp- 
stead County  when  it  was  an  unbroken  wilder- 
ness, and  his  remains  are  now  resting  there  in  an 
unknowm  grave. 

Clay,  it  seems,  could  dispatch  but  little  addi- 
tional force  to  his  followers,  even  when  he  saw  they 
were  the  hardest  pressed  by  the  triumphant  enemy. 
There  was  not  much  by  which  one  could  draw 
comparisons  between  Clay  and  Jackson — unless 
it  was  their  radical  difference.  As  a great  ora- 
tor, Clay  has  never  been  excelled,  and  he  lived  in 
a day  when  the  open  sesame  to  the  world’s  de- 
lights lay  in  the  silver  tongue;  but  Jackson  was 
a hero,  a great  one,  who  inspired  other  born 
heroes  to  follow  him  even  to  the  death. 

Arkansas  was  thus  started  permanently  along 
the  road  of  triumphant  democracy,  from  which 
it  never  would  have  varied,  except  for  the  war- 
times that  brought  to  the  whole  country  such  con- 
fusion and  political  chaos.  Being  a Jackson 
State,  dominated  by  the  blood  of  the  first  governor 
of  Tennessee — Gen.  John  Sevier,  a man  little  in- 
ferior to  Jackson  himself — it  was  only  the  most 
cruel  circumstance  that  could  force  the  State  into 
secession.  When  the  convention  met  on  the  4th 
of  March,  1801,  “ on  the  state  of  the  Union,”  its 
voice  was  practically  unanimous  for  the  Union, 
and  that  body  passed  a series  of  as  loyal  resolu- 
tions as  were  ever  penned,  then  adjourning  to 
meet  again  in  the  May  following.  The  conven- 
tion met  May  6,  but  the  wrar  was  upon  the  coun- 
try, and  most  of  the  Gulf  States  had  seceded. 
Every  one  knew  that  war  was  inevitable;  it  was  j 
already  going  on,  but  very  few  realized  its  immen-  i 
sity.  The  convention  did  not  rush  hastily  into 
secession.  An  ordinance  of  secession  was  intro-  j 
duced,  and  for  days,  and  into  the  nights,  run- 
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ning  into  the  small  Lours,  the  matter  was  delib- 

No  truer  Union  man  lived  than  he.  He  knew  the 

erated  upon — -no  preliminary  test  vote  was  forced 

people,  and  his  two  years  of  government  were 

to  an  issue.  Delegates  were  present  in  anxious 

fast  curing  the  wounds  of  war.  But  he  was 

attendance  from  the  Carolinas,  Alabama  and 

turned  out  of  office. 

Georgia.  They  knew  that  the  fate  of  their  action 

The  right  to  vote  compels,  if  it  is  to  be  other 

largely  depended  upon  the  attitude  of  Arkansas. 

than  an  evil,  some  correct  and  intelligent  under- 

If  Arkansas  voted  no,  then  the  whole  secession 

standing  of  the  form  of  government  prevailing  in 

movement  would  receive  a severe  blow.  The  after- 

the  United  States,  and  of  the  elementary  prin- 

noon  before  the  final  vote,  which  was  to  take  place 

ciples  of  political  economy.  The  ability  to  read 

in  the  evening,  these  commissioners  from  other 

and  write,  own  property,  go  to  Congress  or  edit  a 

States  had  made  up  their  minds  that  Arkansas 

political  paper,  has  nothing  to  do  with  it,  no  more 

might  possibly  vote  down  secession.  When  the  con- 

than  the  color  of  the  skin,  eyes  or  hair  of  the  voter. 

vention  adjourned  for  supper,  they  held  a hurried 

The  act  of  voting  itself  is  the  sovereign  act  in  the 

consultation,  and  freely  expressed  their  anxiety 

economic  affairs  of  the  State;  but  if  the  govern- 

at  the  outlook.  It  was  understood  that  the  dis- 

ment  under  its  existing  form  is  to  endure,  the 

cussion  was  closed,  and  the  night  session  was 

average  voter  must  understand  and  appreciate  the 

wholly  for  the  purpose  of  taking  a vote.  All  wras 

fundamental  principles  which,  in  the  providence 

uncertainty  and  intense  excitement.  Expressions 

of  God,  have  made  the  United  States  the  admira- 

of  deepest  attachment  to  the  Union  and  the  old 

tion  of  the  world. 

flag  were  heard.  The  most  fiery  and  vehement 

Arkansas,  the  Democratic  State,  was  in  political 

of  the  secessionists  in  the  body  were  cautious  and 

disquiet  from  1861  to  1874 — the  beginning  of  the 

deliberative.  There  was  but  little  even  of  vehe- 

war  and  the  end  of  reconstruction.  When  in  the 

ment  detestation  of  the  abolitionists — a thing  as 

hands  of  Congress  it  was  returned  at  every  regular 

natural  then  for  a Southern  man  to  despise  as 

election  as  a Republican  party  State.  The  brief 

hatred  is  natural  to  a heated  brain. 

story  of  the  political  Moses  who  led  it  out  of  the 

At  a late  hour  in  the  evening,  amid  the  most 

wilderness  is  of  itself  a strange  and  interesting 

solemn  silence  of  the  crowded  hall,  an  informal 

commentary  on  self-government. 

vote  wTas  taken.  All  except  six  members  voted  to 

When  the  war  came  there  lived  in  Batesville 

secede.  A suppressed  applause  followed  the 

Elisha  Baxter,  a young  lawyer  who  had  been 

announcement  of  the  vote.  A hurried,  whispered 

breasting  only  financial  misfortunes  all  his  life. 

conference  went  on,  and  the  effort  was  made  to 

Utterly  failing  as  a farmer  and  merchant,  he  had 

have  the  result  unanimous.  Now  came  the  final 

been  driven  to  study  law  and  enter  the  practice 

vote.  When  the  name  of  Isaac  Murphy,  afterward 

to  make  a living.  An  honest,  kind-hearted,  good 

the  military  governor,  was  reached,  it  w'as  passed 

man,  loving  his  neighbor  as  himself,  but  a patriot 

and  the  roll  call  continued.  It  was  so  far  unani- 

every  inch  of  him,  and  loving  the  Union  above  all 

mous,  with  Mr.  Murphy’s  name  still  to  call.  The 

else,  his  heart  was  deeply  grieved  when  he  saw 

clerk  called  it.  Mr.  Murphy  arose  and  in  an 

his  adopted  State  had  declared  for  secession.  He 

earnest  and  impressive  manner  in  a few  words  ex- 

could  not  be  a disunionist,  no  more  than  he  could 

plained  the  dilemma  ho  was  in,  but  said,  “ I cannot 

turn  upon  his  neighbors,  friends  and  fellow-citi- 

violate  my  honest  convictions  of  duty.  I vote 

zens  of  Arkansas.  He  determined  to  wash  his 

‘ No.’  ” 

hands  of  it  all  and  remain  quietly  at  home.  Like 

When  the  day  of  reconstruction  began,  at  first 

all  others  he  knew  nothing  of  civil  war.  His 

it  was  under  the  supervision  of  the  military,  and 

neighbors  soon  drove  him  from  his  home  and 

it  is  yet  the  greatest  pity  that  Congress  did  not  let 

family,  and,  to  save  his  life,  he  went  to  the  North- 

the  military  alone  to  rehabilitate  the  States  they  had 

ern  army,  then  in  Southern  Missouri.  He  was 

conquered.  Isaac  Murphy  was  made  governor. 

welcomed  and  offered  a commission  in  the  Federal 

- _ 
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army  and  an  opportunity  to  return  to  bis  State. 
Ho  declined  the  offer;  be  could  not  turn  and  sbed  { 
the  blood  of  bis  old  neighbors  and  former  friends. 
In  tbe  vicissitudes  of  war  tbis  non-combatant  was  | 
captured  by  an  Arkansas  command,  paroled  and  j 
ordered  to  report  to  tbe  military  authorities  at  Lit- 
tle Rock.  He  made  bis  way  thither,  and  was 
thrown  into  a military  prison  and  promptly  indicted 
for  high  treason.  Then  only  be  began  to  under- 
stand tbe  temper  of  the  times,  for  tbe  chances  of 
bis  being  banged  were  probably  as  a thousand  to 
one  to  acquittal.  In  tbis  extremity  be  broke  jail 
and  tied.  He  again  reached  the  Northern  army 
in  which  be  accepted  a commission,  and  returned 
to  bis  old  home  in  Batesville,  remaining  in  milk 
tary  command  of  tbe  place.  He  was  actively 
engaged  in  recruiting  tbe  Union  men  of  Northern 
Arkansas  and  forming  them  into  regiments.  It 
goes  without  saying  that  Baxter  never  raised  a 
band  to  strike  back  at  those  who  bad  so  deeph- 
wronged  him,  when  their  positions  were  reversed 
and  be  bad  tbe  power  in  bis  bands. 

At  the  fall  election,  1871,  Baxter  was  tbe  regu- 
lar Republican  candidate  for  governor,  and  Joseph 
Brooks  was  tbe  Independent  Republican  nom- 
inee. The  Republican  party  was  divided  and  each 


bid  for  tbe  Democratic  vote  by  promises  to  tbe 
ex  Confederates.  Brooks  may  have  been  elected, 
but  was  counted  out.  Baxter  was  duly  inaugu- 
rated. When  be  bad  served  a year  tbe  politicians, 
it  is  supposed,  who  controlled  Arkansas,  finding 
they  could  not  use  Baxter,  or  in  other  words  that 
they  bad  counted  in  tbe  wrong  man.  boldly  pro- 
ceeded to  undo  their  own  acts,  dethrone  Baxter  and 
put  Brooks  in  tbe  chair  of  State.  An  account  of 
tbe  Baxter-Breoks  war  is  given  in  another  chapter. 

Thus  was  tbis  man  the  victim  of  political  cir- 
cumstances; a patriot,  loving  bis  country  and  bis 
neighbors,  be  was  driven  from  home  and  State;  a 
non-combatant,  be  was  arrested  by  bis  own  friends 
as  a traitor  and  tbe  hangman’s  baiter  dangled  in 
bis  face;  breaking  prison  and  stealing  away  like  a 
skulking  convict,  to  return  as  ruler  and  master  by 
tbe  omnipotent  power  of  tbe  bayonet;  a non-party 
man,  compelled  to  be  a Republican  in  politics,  and 
finally,  as  a Republican,  fated  to  lead  tbe  Demo- 
cratic party  to  success  and  power. 

Tbe  invincible  Jacksonian  dynasty,  built  up  in 
Arkansas,  with  all  else  of  public  institutions  went 
down  in  tbe  sweep  of  civil  war.  It  has  not  been 
revived  as  a political  institution.  But  tbe  Demo- 
cratic party  dominates  tbe  State  as  of  old. 
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Societies,  State  Institutions,  etc.— The  Ku  Klux  Klan— Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows- 
Ancient,  Free  and  Accepted  Masons— Grand  Army  of  the  Republic— Bureau  of  Mines — 
Arkansas  Agricultural  Associations— State  Horticultural  Society — The  Wheel 
—The  State  Capital— The  Capitol  Building— State  Libraries— State 
Medical  Society— State  Board  of  Health— Deaf  Mute  Institute 
—School  for  the  Blind— Arkansas  Lunatic  Asylum — Ar- 
kansas Industrial  University — The  State  Debt. 


Heaven  forming  each  on  other  to  depend. 

A master,  or  a servant,  or  a friend, 

Bids  each  on  other  for  assistance  call, 

Till  one  man’s  weakness  grows  the  strength  of  all. — Pope. 
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social  life  aud  expression  which, 
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,!  in  some  mode  of  existence, 
antedate  even  authentic  his- 
a manner 
of  securing  defense  from  the 
common  enemies  of  tribes 
o ? and  peoples,  they  have  developed 

into  social  and  eleemosynary  insti- 
t-A  tutions  as  advances  in  civilization 
have  been  made.  At  first  they 
were  but  a severe  necessity,  and  as 
that  time  slowly  passed  away,  they 
became  a luxury  and  a pleasure, 
having  peculiar  and  strong  attrac- 
tion to  nearly  all  men.  That  part  of 
one’s  nature  which  loves  to  lean 
upon  others  for  aid,  even  in  the  social  scale,  finds 
its  expression  in  some  of  the  many  forms  of 
societies,  clubs,  organizations  or  institutions  that 
now  pervade  nearly  all  the  walks  of  life.  In  every 
day  existence,  in  business,  church,  state,  politics 
and  pleasure,  are  societies  and  organisations  every- 
where—-for  the  purposes  of  gain,  charity  and 


comfort — indeed,  for  the  sole  purpose  of  finding 
something  to  do,  would  be  the  acknowledgment  of 
many  a society  motto.  The  causes  are  as  diversi- 
fied as  the  bodies,  secret  and  otherwise,  are 
numerous. 

The  South  furnishes  a most  remarkable  instance 
of  the  charm  there  is  in  mystery  to  all  men.  in  the 
rise  and  spread  of  the  Ku  Klux  Klan,  a few  years 
ago.  Three  or  four  young  men,  in  Columbia. 
Tenn.,  spending  a social  evening  together,  con- 
cluded to  organize  a winter’s  literary  society  All 
had  just  returned  from  the  war,  in  which  they  had 
fought  for  the  “lost  cause,’’  and  found  time 
hanging  dull  upon  them.  Each  eagerly  caught  at 
the  idea  of  a society,  and  soon  they  were  in  the 
intricacies  of  the  details.  Together,  from  their 
sparse  recollections  of  their  schoolbooks,  they 
evolved  the  curious  name  for  the  society.  The 
name  suggested  to  them  that  the  sport  to  be 
derived  from  it  might  be  increased  by  making  it  a 
secret  society.  The  thing  was  launched  upon  this 
basic  idea.  In  everything  connected  with  it  each 
one  was  fertile  it  seems  in  adding  mysterv  to  mys- 
tery in  their  meetings  and  personal  movements. 


... 
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Tim  initiation  of  a new  member  was  made  a grand 
and  rollicking  affair.  So  complete  had  the  mem- 
bers occasioned  their  little  innocent  society  to  be 
a mystery,  that  it  became  in  an  astonishingly  brief 
time  n greater  enigma  to  themselves  than  even  to 
outsiders.  It  swiftly  spread  from  the  village  to  the 
county,  from  the  county  to  the  State,  and  over  ran 
the  Southern  States  like  a racing  prairie  fire, 
changing  in  its  aims  and  objects  as  rapidly  as  it 
had  grown.  From  simply  frightening  the  poor 
night-prowling  darkeys,  it  became  a vast  and 
uncontrollable  semi-military  organization;  inflict- 
ing mmishment  here,  and  there  taking  life,  until 
the  State  of  Tennessee  was  thrown  into  utter  con- 
fusion, and  the  military  forces  were  called  out; 
large  rewards  were  offered  for  the  arrest  even  of 
women  found  making  any  of  the  paraphernalia  of 
the  order.  Government  detectives  sent  to  pry  into 
their  secrets  were  slain,  and  a general  reign  of 
terror  ensued.  No  rewards  could  induce  a mem- 
ber to  betray  his  fellows;  and  the  efforts  of  the 
organizers  to  control  the  storm  they  had  raised, 
were  as  idle  as  the  buzzing  of  a summer  fly. 
Thousands  and  thousands  of  men  belonged  to 
it,  who  kuewr  really  little  or  nothing  about  it,  and 
who  to  this  day  are  oblivious  of  the  true  history 
of  one  of  the  most  remarkable  movements  of  large 
bodies  of  men  that  has  ever  occurred  in  this  or 
perhaps  any  country.  It  was  said  by  leading 
m*  tubers  of  the  order  that  they  could,  in  twenty- 
four  hours,  put  tens  of  thousands  of  men  in  line  of 
battle,  all  fully  armed  and  equipped.  It  was 
indeed  the  “Invisible  Empire.”  By  its  founders 
it  was  as  innocent  and  harmless  in  its  purposes  as 
a Sunday-school  picnic,  yet  in  a few  weeks  it  spread 
and  grew  until  it  overshadowed  the  land — -but  little 
•'he  than  a bloody,  headless  riot.  The  imagina- 
tions of  men  on  the  outside  conjured  up  the  most 
blood-curdling  falsehoods  as  to  its  doings;  while 
those  inside  were,  it  seems,  equally  fertile  iu 
schemes  and  devices  to  further  mystify  people, 
marm  some  and  terrify  others,  and  apparently  the 
wil.h  r the  story  told  about  them,  the  mere  they 
would  enjoy  it.  Its  true  history  will  long  give  it 
mi  !.  of  first  importance  to  the  philosophic  and 
c.i refill,  painstaking  historian. 


Among  societies  of  the  present  day,  that 
organization  known  as  the  Independent-  Order  of 
Odd  Fellows  is  recognized  as  a prominent  one.  The 
Grand  Lodge  of  the  order  in  Arkansas  was  organ- 
ized June  II,  1S49.  Its  first  past  grand  master 
was  John  J.  Horner,  elected  in  1S54.  His  succes- 
sors to  date  have  been  as  follows  : James  A.  Henry, 
185S  ; P.  O.  Hooper,  1859-1800;  Richard  Bragg, 
Sr.,  1802;  Peter  Brugman,  1S07,  1S68,  1871;  Isaac 
Folsom,  1873;  Albert  Cohen,  1874;  John  B.  Bond, 
1876;  E.  B.  Moore,  1878;  James  S.  Holmes,  1880; 
Adam  Clark,  4881  ; W.  A.  Jett,  1882  ; James  A. 
Gibson,  1SS4  ; George  IV.  Hurley,  1SS5  ; H.  S. 
Coleman,  18S0,  and  A.  S.  Jett,  1887.  The  pres- 
ent able  officers  are  R.  P.  Holt,  grand  master; 
J.  P.  Woolsey,  deputy  grand  master;  Louis  C. 
Lincoln,  grand  warden  ; Peter  Brugman,  grand 
secretary;  H.  Ehrenbers,  grand  treasurer;  PI.  S. 
Coleman,  grand  representative;  A.  S.  Jett,  grand 
representative ; Rev.  L.  B.  Hawley,  grand  chap- 
lain; John  R.  Richardson,  grand  marshal;  J.  G. 
Parker,  grand  conductor;  "William  Mosby,  grand 
guardian ; W.  J.  Glenn,  grand  herald.  In  the 
State  there  are  eighty-two  lodges  and  a total  mem- 
bership, reported  by  the  secretary  at  the  October 
meeting,  1888,  of  2,023.  The  revenue  from  sub- 
ordinate lodges  amounts  to  $13,832,  while  the 
relief  granted  aggregates  $2,840.  There  were 
sixteen  Rebekah  lodges  organized  in  1887-88. 

The  Masonic  fraternity  is  no  less  influential 
in  the  affairs  of  every  part  of  the  country,  than  the 
society  just  mentioned.  There  is  a tradition — too 
vague  for  reliance — that  Masonry  was  introduced 
into  Arkansas  by  the  Spaniards  more  than  100 
years  ago,  and  that  therefore  the  first  lodge  was 
established  at  Arkansas  Post.  Relying,  however, 
upon  the  records  the  earliest  formation  of  a lodge 
of  the  order  was  in  1819.  when  the  Grand  Lod^e 

O 

of  Kentucky  granted  a dispensation  for  a lodge  at 
Arkansas  Post.  Robert  Johnson  was  the  first  mas- 
ter. Judge  Andrew  Scott,  a Federal  judge  iu  the 
Territory,  was  oue  of  its  members.  But  before 
this  lodge  received  its  charter,  the  seat  of  govern- 
ment  was  removed  to  Little  Rock,  and  the  Arkan- 
sas Post  lodge  became  extinct.  No  other  lodge 
was  attempted  to  be  established  until  1830,  when 
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a dispensation  was  granted  Washington  Lodge  No. 
82,  at  Fayetteville,  October  3,  1837.  Onesimus 
Evans,  was  master;  James  McKissick,  senior  war- 
den: Mathew  Leeper,  junior  warden. 

In  1838  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Louisiana  granted 
the  second  dispensation  for  a lodge  at  Arkansas 
Post — Morning  Star  Lodge  No.  42;  the  same  year 
granting  a charter  to  Western  Star  Lodge  No.  43, 
at  Little  Rock.  Of  this  Edward  Cross  was  master; 
Charles  L.  Jeffries,  senior  warden;  Nicholas  Peay, 
junior  warden.  About  this  time  the  Grand  Lodge 
of  Alabama  granted  a charter  to  Mount  Horeb 
j Lodge,  of  Washington,  Hempstead  County. 

November  21,  183S,  these  four  lodges  held  a ! 

| convention  at  Little  Rock  and  formed  the  Grand 
| Lodge  of  Arkansas. 

The  representatives  at  this  convention  were: 
From  Washington  Lodge  No.  82,  of  Fayetteville, 
j Onesimus  Evans,  past  master;  Washington  L.  Wil- 
son, Robert  Bedford,  Abraham  Whinnery,  Richard 
j C.  S.  Brown,  Samuel  Adams  and  Williamson  S. 

I Oldham. 

From  Western  Star  Lodge  No.  43,  of  Little 
Rock,  William  Gilchrist,  past  master;  Charles  L.  j 
Jeffries,  past  master;  Nicholas  Peay,  past  master; 
Edward  Cross,  past  master;  Thomas  Parsel,  Alden 
Sprague  and  John  Morris. 

From  Morning  Star  Lodge  No  42,  of  the  Post 
of  Arkansas,  John  W.  Pullen. 

From  Mount  Horeb  Lodge,  of  Washington, 
James  H.  Walker,  Allen  M.  Oakley,  Joseph  W.  Mc- 
Kean and  James  Trigg. 

Of  this  convention  John  Morris,  of  Western 
Star  Lodge  No.  43,  was  made  secretary.  Mr. 
j Morris  is  still  living  (1SS9),  a resident  of  Auburn,  j 
J Sebastian  County,  and  is  now  quite  an  old  man.  i 
Mr.  John  P.  Karns,  of  Little  Rock,  was  in 
attendance  at  the  convention,  although  not  a dele- 
gate. These  two  are  the  only  ones  surviving  who 
were  present  on  that  occasion. 

The  Grand  Lodge  organized  by  the  election  of 
William  Gilchrist,  grand  master;  Onesimus  Evans, 
deputy  grand  master;  James  II.  Walker,  grand  sen- 
ior warden;  Washington  L.  Wilson,  grand  junior 
warden;  Alden  Sprague,  grand  treasurer,  and 
George  C.  Watkins,  grand  secretary. 

O ' o » 


The  constituent  lodges,  their  former  charters  be- 
ing extinct  by  their  becoming  members  of  a new  jur- 
isdiction, took  new  numbers.  Washington  Lodge, 
at  Fayetteville,  became  No.  1;  Western  Star,  of 
Little  Rock,  became  No.  2;  Morning  Star,  of  the 
Post  of  Arkansas,  became  No.  3,  and  Mount  Horeb, 
of  Washington,  became  No.  4.  Of  these  Wash- 
ington No.  1,  and  Western  Star  No.  2.  are  in  vig- 

O’ 

orous  life,  but  Morning  Star  No.  3,  and  Mount 
Horeb  No.  4,"  have  become  defunct. 

From  this  beginning  of  the  four  lodges,  with  a 

O O O 7 

membership  of  probably  100,  the  Grand  Lodge 
now  consists  of  over  400  lodges,  and  a member- 
ship of  about  12,000. 


The  following  are  the  officers  for  the  present 
year:  R.  H.  Taylor,  grand  master,  Hot  Springs; 

J.  VV.  Sorrels,  deputy  grand  master,  Farmer, 
Scott  County;  D.  B.  Warren,  grand  lecturer, 
Gainesville;  W.  A.  Clement,  grand  orator.  Rover, 
Yell  County;  W.  K.  Ramsey,  grand  senior  ward- 
en, Camden;  C.  A.  Bridewell,  grand  junior  ward- 
en, Hope;  George  H.  Meade,  grand  treasurer,  Lit- 
tle Rock;  Fay  Hempstead,  grand  secretary,  Little 
Rock;  D.  D.  Leach,  grand  senior  deacon,  Augusta; 
Samuel  Peete,  grand  junior  deacon,  Batesville;  H. 
W.  Brooks,  grand  chaplain,  Hope;  John  B.  Baxter, 
grand  marshal,  Brinkley;  C.  C.  Hamby,  grand 
sword  bearer,  Prescott;  S.  Solmson.  senior  grand 
steward,  Pine  Bluff:  A.  T.  Wilson,  junior  grand 
steward,  Eureka  Springs;  J.  C.  Churchill,  grand 
pursuivant,  Charlotte,  Independence  County;  Ed. 
Metcalf,  grand  tyler.  Little  Rock. 

The  first  post  of  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Repub- 
lic, Department  of  Arkansas,  was  organized  under 
authority  from  the  Illinois  Commandery,  and  called 
McPherson  Post  No.  1,  of  Little  Rock.  The 
district  then  passed  under  command  of  the  Depart- 
ment of  Missouri,  and  by  that  authority  was  or- 


! 
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ganized  Post  No.  2,  at  Fort  Smith. 


The  Provisional  Department  of  Arkansas  was 
organized  June  IS,  1883,  Stephen  Wheeler  being 
department  commander,  and  C.  M.  Vaughan,  adju- 
tant-general. A State  encampment  was  called  to 
meet  at  Fort  Smith,  July  1 1,  1883.  Six  posts  were 
represented  in  this  meeting,  when  the  following 
State  officers  were  elected:  S.  Wheeler,  com- 
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mnnder;  M.  Mitchell,  senior  vice;  R.  E.  Jackson, 
junior  vice;  H.  Stone,  quartermaster,  and  the 
following  council:  John  F.  Owen.  A.  S.  Fowler, 
YY.  YYk  Bailey,  A.  YYalrath,  Benton  Turner. 

There  are  now  seventy-four  posts,  with  a mem- 
bership ol‘  2,500,  in  the  State.  The  present  offi- 
cers are:  Department  commander,  A.  S.  Fowler: 
senior  vice  commander,  John  Vaughan;  junior  vice 
commander,  E.  A.  Ellis;  medical  director,  T.  G. 
Miller;  chaplain,  T.  R.  Early. 

The  council  of  administration  includes  A.  A. 
Whissen,  Thomas  Boles,  YY.  S.  Bartholomew,  R. 
E.  Renner  and  I.  B.  Lawton.  The  following  were 
the  appointments  on  the  staff  of  the  department 
commander:  Assistant  adjutant-general,  N.YY’.  Cox; 
assistant  quartermaster-general,  Stephen  Wheeler; 
judge  advocate,  S.  J.  Evans;  chief  mustering 
officer,  S.  K.  Robinson;  department  inspector, 
R.  S.  Curry.  Headquarters  were  established  at 
Little  Rock,  Ark. 

There  are  other  bodies  in  the  State  whose  aims 
and  purposes  differ  materially  from  those  previously 
mentioned.  Among  these  is  the  Arkansas  Bureau 
of  Mines,  Manufactures  and  Agriculture,  which 
was  organized  as  a State  institution  at  the  session  j 
of  the  legislature  in  1SS9.  The  governor  ap- 
pointed M.  F.  Locke  commissioner,  the  latter  mak- 
ing M.  YY.  Manville  assistant.  They  at  once  pro- 
ceeded to  organize  the  department  and  open  an 
office  in  the  State-house.  The  legislature  appro-  j 
priated  for  the  next  two  years  for  the  bureau  the 
sum  of  SIS, 000. 

This  action  of  the  legislature  was  in  response 
to  a demand  from  all  parts  of  the  State,  which, 
growing  in  volume  for  some  time,  culminated  in 
the  meeting  in  Little  Rock  of  numerous  promi- 
nent men,  and  the  organization  of  the  Arkansas 
State  Bureau  of  Immigration,  January  31,  18SS. 

A demand  from  almost  every  county  prompted 
Gov.  Senior  P.  Hughes  to  issue  a call  for  a State 
meeting.  The  meeting  was  composed  only  of  the 
best  representative  citizens.  Gov.  Hughes,  in  his 
address,  stated  that  “the  State  should  have  an 
agricultural,  mining  and  manufacturing  bureau, 
which  should  be  a bureau  of  statistics  and  immi- 
gration, also.”  Hon.  Logan  H.  Roots  was  elected 


president  of  the  convention.  He  voiced  the  pur- 
[ poses  of  the  meeting  still  further  when  he  said, 
“ YYe  want  to  educate  others  on  the  wealth-mak- 
ing properties  of  our  State.”  A permanent  State 
organization  was  effected,  one  delegate  from  each 
county  to  constitute  a State  Board  of  Immigra- 
tion, and  the  following  permanent  officers  were 
chosen:  Logan  H.  Roots,  of  Little  Rock,  presi- 
dent; Dandridge  McRae,  of  Searcy,  vice-president; 
H L.  Remmel,  of  Newport,  secretary:  George  R. 
Brown,  of  Little  Rock,  treasurer;  J.  H.  Clen- 
dening,  of  Fort  Smith,  A.  M.  Crow,  of  Arkadel- 
phia,  YYY  P.  Fletcher,  of  Lonoke,  additional  exec- 
utive committee.  The  executive  committee  issued 
a strong  address  and  published  it  extensively,  giv- 
ing some  of  the  many  inducements  the  State  had 
to  offer  immigrants.  The  legislature  could  not 
fail  to  properly  recognize  such  a movement  of  the 
people,  and  so  provided  for  the  long  needed  bu- 
reau. 

Arkansas  Agricultural  Association  was  organ- 
ized in  1S85.  It  has  moved  slowly  so  far,  but  is 
now  reaching  the  condition  of  becoming  a great 
and  prosperous  institution.  The  entire  State  is  soon 
to  be  made  into  sub-districts,  with  minor  organ- 
izations,  at  least  one  in  each  Congressional  district, 
with  a local  control  in  each,  and  all  will  become 
stockholders  and  a part  of  the  parent  concern. 
A permanent  State  fair  and  suitable  grounds  and 
fixtures  are  to  be  provided  in  the  near  future,  when 
Arkansas  will  successfully  vie  with  any  State  in 
the  Union  in  an  annual  display  of  its  products. 

The  officers  of  the  Agricultural  Association  for 
1889,  are  as  follows:  Zeb.  YYarcl,  president,  Little 
Rock;  B.  D.  YYilliams,  first  vice-president,  Little 
Rock;  T.  D.  Culberhouse,  vice-president  First 
Congressional  district;  D.  McRae,  vice-president 
Second  Congressional  district;  YY.  L.  Tate,  vice- 
j president  Third  Congressional  district ; J.  J.  Sump- 
ter, vice-president  Fourth  Congressional  district;  J. 
II.  YTanhoose,  vice-president  Fifth  Congressional 
district;  M.  YYr.  Manville,  secretary;  D.YY.  Bizzell, 
treasurer. 

Arkansas  State  Horticultural  Society  was  or- 
ganized May  24,  1879,  and  incorporated  January 
31.  1889.  Under  its  completed  organization  the 
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first  fair  was  held  in  Little  Rock,  commencing 
"Wednesday,  May  15,  18S9.  President,  E.  E.  Bab- 
cock; secretary,  M.  TV.  Manville;  executive  com 
mittee,  S.  H.  Nowlin,  chairman,  Little  Rock; 
George  P.  C.  Rumbough,  Little  Rock;  Rev.  S.  H. 
Buchanan.  Little  Rock;  E.  C.  Kinney,  Judsonia, 
and  Fred  Dengler,  Hot  Springs,  constitute  the 
official  board. 

In  1881  three  farmers  of  Prairie  County  met 
and  talked  over  farm  matters,  and  concluded  to 
organize  a society  for  the  welfare  of  the  farming 
community.  The  movement  grew  with  astonish- 
ing rapidity.  It  was  organized  as  a secret,  non- 
political society,  and  in  matters  of  trade  and  com- 
merce proposed  to  give  its  members  the  benefit 
of  combination.  In  this  respect  it  advocated  ac- 
tion in  concert  with  all  labor  unions  or  organiza- 
tions of  laborers.  A State  and  National  organiza- 
tion was  effected,  and  the  sub-organizations,  ex- 
tending to  the  smallest  school  districts,  were  re- 
quired to  obtain  authority  and  report  to  the  State 
branch  and  it  in  return  to  the  National  head.  Thus 
far  its  originators  sought  what  they  believed  to  be 
the  true  co-operative  method  in  their  business  af- 
fairs. 

The  next  object  was  to  secure  beneficial  legis- 
lation to  farmers — each  one  to  retain  his  polit 
ical  party  affiliations,  and  at  the  ballot-box  to  vote 
for  either  farmers  or  those  most  closely  identified 
with  their  interests  as  might  be  found  on  the 
respective  party  tickets. 

The  officers  of  the  National  society  are:  Isaac 
McCracken,  president,  Ozone,  Ark.,  and  A.  E. 
Gardner,  secretary  and  treasurer,  Dresden,  Tenn. 
The  Arkansas  State  Wheel  officers  are:  L.  P. 
Featherstone,  president,  Forrest  City;  R.  II. 
Morehead,  secretary,  White  Chapel,  and  W.  H. 
Quayle,  treasurer,  Ozan. 

The  scheme  was  inviting  to  honest  farmers  and 
the  humble  beginning  soon  grew  to  be  a most  pros- 
perous society — -not  only  extending  over  the  State, 
but  reaching  boldly  across  the  line  into  other 
States.  When  at  the  zenith  of  its  prosperity,  it 
is  estimated  there  were  60,000  members  of  thq 
order  in  Arkansas.  This  was  too  tempting  a pros- 
pect for  the  busy  political  demagogues,  and  to  the 


i amazement  of  the  better  men  in  the  society,  they 
j soon  awoke  to  the  fact  that  they  were  in  the  hands 
of  the  wily  politicians.  It  is  now  estimated  that 
the  ranks  in  Arkansas  are  reduced  to  20,000  or 
j less — all  for  political  causes.  The  movement  now 
I is  to  purge  the  society  of  politics  and  in  the  near 
j future  to  meet  the  Farmer’s  Alliance  in  St.  Louis, 
j and  form  a combination  of  the  two  societies.  It 
I is  hoped  by  this  arrangement  to  avoid  the  dema- 
gogues hereafter,  and  at  the  same  time  form  a 
strong  and  permanent  society,  which  will  answer 
I the  best  interests  of  the  farming  community. 

As  stated  elsewhere,  the  location  of  a capital 
for  Arkansas  early  occupied  the  attention  of  its 
i citizens.  On  November  20,  1821,  William  Rus- 
sell and  others  laid  off  and  platted  Little  Rock 
! as  the  future  capital  of  the  Territory  and  State. 

They  made  a plat  and  a bill  of  assurances  thereto, 

1 subdividing  the  same  into  lots  and  blocks.  They 
granted  to  Pulaski  County  Lots  3 and  4 in  trust 
and  on  the  conditions  following,  viz. : ‘ ‘ That  the 

: said  county  of  Pulaski  within  two  years”  should 
j erect  a common  jail  upon  said  Lots  3 and  4.  Out 
| of  this  transaction  grew  a great  deal  of  litigation, 
j The  first  jail  was  built  of  pine  logs  in  1823.  It 
! stood  until  1837,  when  it  was  burned,  and  a brick 
I building  was  erected  in  its  stead.  This  stood  for 
! many  years,  but  through  the  growth  of  the  city,  it  in 
| time  became  a public  nuisance  and  was  condemned. 

and  the  location  moved  to  the  present  site  of  the 
| stone  jail. 

The  Territory  was  organized  by  Congress  in 
| 1819,  and  the  seat  of  government  located  at  the 
, Post  of  Arkansas.  In  the  early  part  of  1820 
j arose  the  question  of  a new  site  for  the  seat  of 
j government,  and  all  eyes  turned  to  Pulaski  County. 

I A capital  syndicate  was  formed  and  Little  Rock 
! Bluff  fixed  upon  as  the  future  capital.  The  one 
trouble  was  that  the  land  at  this  point  was  not  yet 
: in  market,  and  so  the  company  secured  “sunk  land 
I scrip”  and  located  this  upon  the  selected  town 
| site.  The  west  lino  of  the  Quapaw  Indian  reser- 
i vation  struck  the  Arkansas  River  at  ••the  Little 
Rock”  and  therefore  the  east  line  of  the  contem- 
plated capital  had  to  be  west  of  this  Quapaw  line. 
This  town  survey  “•west  of  the  point  of  rocks, 
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immediately  south  of  the  Arkansas  River,  and  i 
west  of  the  Quapaw  line,”  was  surveyed  and  re-  j 
turned  to  the  recorder  at  St.  Louis  as  the  new  town 
site  and  Territorial  capital — called  Little  Rock. 
The  dedication  of  the  streets,  etc.,  and  the  plat  as 
laid  off,  was  dated  November  10,  1S21.  Grounds 
were  given  for  a State  house,  and  other  public  j 
buildings  and  purposes,  and  for  “ the  permanent  | 
seat  of  justice  of  said  county  (Pulaski)' ’ was  ded- 
icated an  entire  half  square,  “ bounded  on  the  north 
by  Markham  Street  and  on  the  west  by  Spring 
Street  and  on  the  south  by  Cherry  (now  Second) 
Street”  for  court  house  purposes.  In  return  the  I 
county  was  to  erect  a courthouse  and  jail  on  the 
lots  specified  for  these  purposes,  ‘‘within  ten  1 
years  from  the  date  hereof.”  A market  house  was  i 
to  be  erected  by  the  city  on  Lots-i  and  5,  Block  99.  I 
The  latter  in  time  was  built  on  these  lots,  the  upper  j 
story  containing  a council  chamber,  which  was  in  j 
public  use  until  1864,  when  the  present  city  hall 
was  erected. 

By  an  act  cf  the  legislature,  October  24,  1821,  [ 
James  Billingsly,  Crawford  County,  Samuel  C. 
Roane,  Clark  County,  and  Robert  Bean,  Inde-  j 
pendence  County,  were  appointed  commissioners,  j 
“to  fix  on  a proper  place  for  the  seat  of  justice  of  1 
the  County  of  Pulaski;”  the  act  further  specify-  ; 
ing  “they  shall  take  into  consideration  donations  ; 
and  future  divisions.”  Tim  latter  part  of  the 
sentence  is  made  still  more  important  by  the  fact  | 
that  at  that  time  the  western  boundary  of  Pulaski 
County  was  100  miles  west,  at  the  mouth  of  Petit 
Jean,  and  the  eastern  boundary  was  a few  miles 
below  Pine  Bluff. 

October  18,1820,  the  Territorial  seat,  of  govern- 
ment was  removed  from  the  Post  of  Arkansas  to 
t’ne  Little  Rock,  the  act  to  take  effect  June  1,  1821. 

It  provided  “that  there  shall  be  a bond  * * * 

for  the  faithful  performance  of  the  promise  and 
good  faith  by  which  the  seat  of  government  is 
moved.” 

In  November,  1S21,  about  the  last  of  the  belong- 
ings of  the  Territorial  capital  at  the  Post  were 
removed  to  Little  Rock.  It  was  a crossing  point 
on  the  river  of  the  government  road  leading  to^ 
Missouri,  and  the  place  had  often  been  designated 


as  the, “ Missouri  Crossing,”  but  the  French  had 
generally  called  it  Arkapolis. 

During  the  short  time  the  Territorial  capital 
was  at  Arkansas  Post,  no  effort  was  made  to  erect 
public  buildings,  as  from  the  first  it  was  under- 
stood this  was  but  a temporary  location.  AY  hen 
the  capital  came  to  Little  Rock  a one-story  double 
log  house  was  built,  near  the  spot  where  is  now 
the  Presbyterian  Church,  or  near  the  corner  of 
Scott  and  Fifth  Streets.  This  building  was  in 
the  old  style  of  two  rooms,  with  an  open  space 
between,  but  all  under  the  same  roof.  In  1826 
the  log  building  was  superseded  by  a one-story 
frame.  March  2,  1831,  Congress  authorized  the 
Territory  to  select  ten  sections  of  land  and  appro- 
priate the  same  toward  erecting  capitol  buildings; 
and  in  1832  it  empowered  the  governor  to  lease 
the  salt  springs.  With  these  different  funds  was 
erected  the  central  building  of  the  present  capitol, 
the  old  representative  hall  being  where  is  now  the 
senate  chamber.  In  1836,  when  Arkansas  became 
a State,  there  was  yet  no  plastering  in  any  part  of 
the  brick  building,  and  in  the  assembly  halls  were 
plain  pine  board  tables  and  old  fashioned  split, 
bottomed  chairs,  made  in  Little  Rock. 

In  1886,  at  the  remarkably  small  cost  of  835,000, 
were  added  the  additions  and  improvements  and 
changes  in  the  capitol  building,  completing  it  in 
its  present  form.  And  if  the  same  wisdom  con- 
trols the  State  in  the  future  that  has  marked  the 
past,  especially  in  the  matter  of  economy  in  its 
public  buildings,  there  will  be  only  a trifling 
additional  expenditure  on  public  buildings  during 
the  next  half  century.  The  State  buildings  are 
sufficient  for  all  public  needs:  their  plainness  and 
cheapness  are  a pride  and  glory,  fitting  monuments 
to  the  past  and  present  generation  of  rulers  and 
law  makers,  testifying  to  their  intelligence  and 
integrity. 

The  State  library  was  started  March  3.  1S3S,  at 
first  solely  as  a reference  and  exchange  medium. 
It  now  has  an  annual  allowance  of  8100,  for  pur- 
chasing books  and  contains  25,000  volumes,  really 
more  than  can  suitably  be  accommodated. 

The  Supreme  Court  library  was  established  in 
January,  1851.  It  has  8,000  volumes,  including 
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all  the  reports  and  the  leading  law  works.  The 
fees  of  attorneys’  license  upon  admission  to  the 
bar,  of  ten  dollars,  and  a dollar  docket  fee  in  each 
case  in  court,  constitute  the  fund  provided  for  the 
library. 

The  State  Medical  Society,  as  now  constituted, 
was  formed  in  May,  1875.  It  held  its  fourteenth 
annual  session  in  1889.  at  Pine  Bluff.  Edward 
Bentley  is  the  acting  president,  and  L.  P.  Gibson, 
secretary.  Subordinate  societies  are  formed  in  all 
parts  of  the  State  and  are  represented  by  regular 
delegates  in  the  general  assemblies.  In  addition  to 
the  officers  for  the  current  year  above  given  are 
Z.  Orts,  assistant  secretary,  A.  J.  Yance,  C.  S.  ! 
Gray,  B.  Hatchett  and  AY.  H.  Ilill,  vice  presidents  j 
in  the  order  named. 

The  State  Board  of  Health  was  established  by 
ac-t  of  the  legislature,  March  23,  1881.  It  is  com- 
posed of  six  commissioners,  appointed  by  the  gov- 
ernor, “a  majority  of  whom  are  to  be  medical  grad- 
uates and  of  seven  years’  practice  in  the  profes- 
sion.” The  board  is  required  to  meet  once  in 
every  three  months.  The  secretary  is  allowed  a 
salary  of  81,000  per  annum,  but  the  others  receive 
no  compensation  except  traveling  expenses  in  the 
discharge  of  official  duties. 

The  present  board  is  composed  of  Dr.  A.  L. 
Breysacher,  president;  Dr.  Lorenzo  R.  Gibson,  sec- 
retary ; Doctors  J.  A.  Dibrell,  P.  Aran  Patton,  AA’. 
A.  Cantrell  and  AT.  Brunson. 

The  beginning  which  resulted  in  the  present 
elegant  State  institution  for  deaf  mutes  was  a school 
established  near  the  close  of  the  late  war,  in  Little 
Rock,  by  Joseph  Mount,  an  educated  mute,  who 
gathered  a few  of  these  unfortunate  ones  together 
and  taught  a private  school.  The  State  legislature 
incorporated  the  school  and  made  a small  provision 
for  it,  July  17,  1808,  the  attendance  that  year 
being  four  pupils.  The  buildings  are  on  the  beau- 
tiful hill  just  west  of  the  Union  Depot,  the  im- 
provement of  the  grounds  being  made  in  1869. 
The  attendance  in  1S70  was  43  pupils,  which  in 
the  last  session's  report,  1SS8,  reached  the  number 
of  109;  and  the  superintendent,  anticipating  an  at- 
tendance for  the  current  two  years  of  1 5(7,  has 
solicited  appropriations  accordingly. 


The  board  of  trustees  of  the  Deaf  Mute  Insti- 
tute includes:  Hon.  George  E.  Dodge,  president; 
Col.  S.  L.  Griffith,  vice-president;  Maj.  R.  II.  Par- 
ham, Jr.,  secretary;  Hon.  AY.  E.  AAModruff,  trees-  | 
urer;  Maj.  George  H.  Meade  and  Col.  A.  R.  AYitt. 
The  officers  are:  Principal,  Francis  D.  Clarke;  j 
instructors:  John  AY.  Michaels,  Mrs.  I.  H.  Carroll, 
Miss  Susan  B.  Harwood.  Miss  Kate  P.  Brown,  Miss 
EmmaAVells,  S.  C.  Bright;  teacher  of  articulation. 
Miss  Lottie  Kirkland.  Mrs.  M.  M.  Beattie  is 
matron;  Miss  Lucinda  Nations,  assistant  ; Miss 
Clara  Abbott,  supervises  the  sewing,  and  Mrs. 
Amanda  Harley  is  housekeeper.  The  visiting  phy- 
sician is  J.  A.  Dibrell,  Jr.,  M.  D. ; foreman  of  the 
printing  office,  T.  P.  Clarke;  foreman  of  the  shoe 
shop,  U.  G.  Dunn.  Of  the  total  appropriations 
asked  for  the  current  two  years,  $80,970,  $16,570 
is  for  improvements  in  buildings,  grounds,  school 
apparatus,  or  working  departments. 

The  Arkansas  School  for  the  Blind  was  incor- 
porated by  act  of  the  legislature.  February  4,  1859, 
and  opened  to  pupils  the  same  year  in  Arkadel- 
phia.  In  the  year  of  ISOS  it  was  removed  to  Little 
Rock,  and  suitable  grounds  purchased  at  the  foot 
of  Center  Street,  on  Eighteenth  Street. 

This  is  not  an  asylum  for  the  aged  and  infirm, 
nor  a hospital  for  the  treatment  of  disease,  but  a 
school  for  the  young  of  both  sexes,  in  which  are 
taught  literature,  music  and  handcraft  Pupils 
between  six  and  twenty-six  years  old  are  received, 
and  an  oculist  for  the  purpose  of  treating  pupils 
is  a part  of  its  benefits:  no  charge  is  made  for 
board  or  tuition,  but  friends  are  expected  to  fur- 
nish clothing  and  traveling  expenses. 

It  is  estimated  there  are  300  blind  of  school 
age  in  the  State.  The  legislature  has  appro- 
priated $140  a year  for  each  pupil.  On  this  allow- 
ance in  two  years  the  steward  reported  a balance 
unexpended  of  $1,686.84.  In  1SS6  was  appro- 
priated $6,000  to  build  a workshop,  store-room, 
laundry  and  bake-oven.  In  I860  the  attendance 
was  ten — five  males  and  five  females;  in  1862. 
seven  males  and  six  females.  The  year  1S8S 
brought  the  attendance  up  to  fifty  males  and  fifty- 
two  females,  or  a total  of  102.  During  the  last  i 
two  years  six  have  graduated  here — three  in  the 
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industrial  department,  and  three  in  the  industrial 
mid  literary  department.  Four  have  been  dis- 
missed on  account  of  recovered  eyesight. 

The  trustees  of  the  school  are:  J.  It.  Right- 

sol],  S.  M.  Marshall,  W.  C.  Rateliffe,  J.  W.  House, 
and  1>.  G.  Fones;  the  superintendent  being  John 
H.  Dye. 

Another  commendable  institution,  carefully 
providing  for  the  welfare  of  those  dethroned  of 
reason,  is  the  Arkansas  State  Lunatic  Asylum, 
which  was  authorized  by  act  of  the  legislature  of 
1S73,  'when  suitable  grounds  were  purchased,  and 
highly  improved,  and  buildings  erected.  The  in 
stitution  is  three  miles  west  of  the  capitol  and  one- 
half  mile  north  of  the  Mount  Ida  road.  Eighty  acres 
of  ground  were  originally  purchased  and  enclosed 
and  are  now  reaching  a high  state  of  improve- 
ment. The  resident  population  of  the  asylum  at 
present  is  500  souls,  and  owing  to  the  crowded 
conditions  an  additional  eighty  acres  were  pur- 
chased in  18S7,  making  in  all  160  acres.  A care- 
ful inquiry  shows  there  are  in  the  State  (and  not  in 
the  asylum,  for  want  of  room)  19S  insane  persons, 
entitled  under  the  law  to  the  benefits  of  the  insti- 
tution. Of  the  411  patients  in  the  asylum  in  1888, 
only  four  were  pay  patients. 

John  G.  Fletcher,  R.  Iv.  Walker,  A.  L.  Brev- 
sacher,  John  D.  Adams  and  William  J.  Little  are 
trustees  of  the  institution,  while  Dr.  P.  O.  Hooper 
is  superintendent. 

In  18S5  the  legislature  made  an  appropriation 
of  892,500  for  the  erection  of  additional  buildings 
and  other  needed  improvements.  This  fund  was 
not  all  used,  but  the  remainder  was  returned  into 
the  State  treasury.  The  total  current  expenses  for 
the  year  1887  aggregated  845,212.60.  The  current 
expenses  on  patients  the  same  year  were  829, 344. 80. 
The  comfort  of  the  unfortunates — the  excellence  of 
the  service,  the  wholesome  food  given  them,  and  at 
the  same  time  the  minimum  cost  to  the  tax  payers, 
prove  the  highest  possible  commendation  to  those 
in  charge. 

The  Arkansas  Industrial  University  is  the  prom- 
ise, if  not  the  present  fulfillment,  of  one  of  the 
most  important  of  State  institutions.  It  certainly 
deserves  the  utmost  attention  from  the  best  people 


of  the  State,  as  it  is  destined  to  become  in  time  one 
of  the  great  universities  of  the  world.  It  should 
be  placed  in  position  to  be  self-supporting,  be- 
cause education  is  not  a public  pauper  and  never 
can  be  permanently  successful  on  charity.  Any 
education  to  be  had  must  be  earned.  This  law  of 
nature  can  no  more  be  set  aside  than  can  the  law 
of  gravitation,  and  the  ignorance  of  such  a simple 
fact  in  statesmen  and  educators  has  cost  our  civili- 
zation its  severest  pains  and  penalties. 

The  industrial  department  of  the  institution 
1 was  organized  in  June,  1885.  The  act  of  incor- 
poration provided  that  all  males  should  work  at 
manual  labor  three  hours  each  day  and  be  paid 
therefor  ten  cents  an  hour.  Seven  thousand 
dollars  was  appropriated  to  equip  the  shops.  Prac- 
tical labor  was  defined  to  be  not  only  farm  and 
shop  work,  but  also  surveying,  drawing  and  labor- 
atory practice.  Mechanical  arts  and  engineering 
became  a part  of  the  curriculum.  The  large  major- 
ity of  any  people  must  engage  in  industrial  pur- 
suits, and  to  these  industrial  development  and 
enlightenment  and  comfort  go  hand-in-hand. 
Hence  the  real  people's  school  is  one  of  manual 
training.  Schools  of  philosophy  and  literature  will 
take  care  of  themselves;  think  of  a school  (classical) 
endeavoring  to  train  a Shakespeare  or  Burns!  To 
have  compelled  either  one  of  these  to  graduate  at 
Oxford  would  have  been  like  clipping  the  wings 
of  the  eagle  to  aid  his  upward  flight.  In  the  edu- 
cation at  least  of  children  natur  e is  omnipotent  and 
pitiless,  and  it  is  the  establishment  of  such  train- 
ing schools  as  the  Arkansas  Industrial  University 
that  gives  the  cheering  evidence  of  the  world's 
progress.  In  its  continued  prosperity  is  hope  for 
the  near  future;  its  failure  through  ignorance  or 
bigotry  in  the  old  and  worn  out  ideas  of  the  dead 
past,  will  go  far  toward  the  confirmation  of  the 
cruel  cynicism  that  the  most  to  be  pitied  animal 
pell-melled  into  the  world  is  the  new-born  babe. 

The  University  is  situated  at  Fayetteville, 
Washington  County.  It  was  organized  by  act  of 
the  legislature,  based  on  the  “Land  Grant  Act” 
of  Congress  of  1862,  and  supplemented  by  liberal 
donations  from  the  State,  the  County  of  Wash- 
ington, and  the  city  of  Fayetteville.  The  school 


■ 


HISTORY  OF  ARKANSAS. 


64 


was  opened  in  1872.  March  80,  1877,  the  legisla- 
ture passed  the  act  known  as  the  “Barker  Bill,” 
which  made  nearly  a complete  change  in  the  pur- 
view of  the  school  and  brought  prominently  for- 
ward the  agricultural  and  mechanical  departments. 
“To  gratify  our  ambitious”  [but  mistaken] 
“youth,”  says  the  prospectus,  “ we  have,  under 
Section  7 of  the  act,  provided  for  instruction  in  the 
classics.  ” 

Under  the  act  of  Congress  known  as  the 
“Hatch  Bill,”  an  Agricultural  Experimental  Sta- 
tion has  been  organized.  Substantial  buildings 
are  now  provided,  and  the  cost  of  board  in  the  in- 
stitution is  reduced  to  $S  per  month.  The  attend- 
ance at  the  present  time  is  ninety-six  students, 
and  steps  are  being  taken  to  form  a model  stock- 
farm.  The  trustees,  in  the  last  report,  say:  “ We  j 
recommend  that  girls  be  restored  to  the  privi- 
leges of  the  institution.”  The  law  only  excludes 
females  from  being  beneficiaries,  and  females  may 
still  attend  as  pay  students. 

A part  of  the  University  is  a branch  Normal 
School,  established  at  Pine  Bluff,  for  the  purpose 
of  educating  colored  youth  to  be  school  teachers.  ' 
These  Normal  Schools  have  for  some  years  been 
a favorite  and  expensive  hobby  in  most  of  the 
Northern  States.  There  is  probably  no  question 
that,  for  the  promotion  of  the  cause  of  education 
among  the  negroes,  they  offer  unusual  attractions. 

The  following  will  give  the  reader  a clear  com- 
prehension of  the  school  and  its  purposes.  Its 
departments  are: 

Mechanic  arts  and  engineering,  agriculture, 
experiment  station,  practical  work.  English  and 
modern  languages,  biology  and  geology,  military 


science  and  tactics,  mathematics  and  logic,  prepara- 
tory department,  drawing  and  industrial  art,  and 
music. 

To  all  these  departments  is  now  added  the  med- 
ical department,  located  at  Little  Rock.  This 
branch  was  founded  in  1871,  and  has  a suitable 
building  on  Second  Street.  The  tenth  annual 
course  of  lectures  in  this  institution  commenced 
I October  3,  1 SSS ; the  tenth  annual  commencement 
being  held  March  8,  1889.  The  institution  is  self  - 
supporting,  and  already  it  ranks  among  the  fore- 
most medical  schools  in  the  country.  . The  graduat- 
ing class  of  1888  numbered  twenty. 

.The  State  Board  of  Visitors  to  the  medical 
school  are  Doctors  W.  W.  Hipolite,  W.  P.  Hart, 
W.  B.  Lawrence,  J.  M.  Keller,  1.  Folsom. 

The  debt  of  Arkansas  is  not  as  large  as  a cur- 
sory glance  at  the  figures  might  indicate.  The 
United  States  government  recently  issued  a statis- 
tical abstract  concerning  the  public  debt  of  this 
State  that  is  very  misleading,  and  does  it  a great 
wrong.  In  enumerating  the  debts  of  the  States  it 
puts  Arkansas  at  $12,029, 100.  This  error  comes 
of  including  the  bonds  issued  for  railroad  and  levee 
purposes,  that  have  been  decided  by  the  Supreme 
Court  null  and  void,  to  the  amount  of ’nearly 
$10, 000,000.  They  are  therefore  no  part  of  the 
State  indebtedness. 

The  real  debt  of  the  State  is  $2,111,000, 
including  principal  and  accumulated  interest. 
There  is  an  amount  in  excess  of  this,  if  there  is 
included  the  debt  due  the  general  government, 
but  for  all  such  the  State  has  counter  claims,  and 
it  is  not  therefore  estimated  in  giving  the  real 
indebtedness. 
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Tiie  Bench  and  Bar— An  Analytic  View  of  the  Profession  of  Law— Spanish  and  French  Laws— 
English  Common  Law— The  Legal  Circuit  Riders — Territorial  Law  and  Lawyers 
—The  Court  Circuits— Early  .Court  Officers— The  Supreme  Court— Promi- 
nent Members  of  the  State  Bench  and  Bar — The  Standard 
of  the  Execution  of  Law  in  the  State. 


Laws  do  not  put  the  least  restraint 
Upon  our  freedom,  but  maintain ’t; 
Or  if  they  do,  ’tis  for  our  good, 

To  give  us  freer  latitude; 

For  wholesome  laws  preserve  us  free 
By  stinting  of  our  liberty. — Butler. 


rcsv\yfIE  Territory  when  under 
Spanish  or  French  rule 
was  governed  by  much  the 
same  laws  and  customs. 
The  home  government  ap- 
pointed its  viceroys,  who 
were  little  more  than  nomi- 
under  the  control  of  the 
except  in  the  general  laws 
of  the  mother  country.  The  neces- 
sary local  provisions  in  the  laws 
were  not  strictly  required  to  be 
submitted  for  approval  to  the  mas- 
iifLter  powers  before  being  enforced 
in  the  colony.  Both  govern- 


liberal  in 
upon  sub- 


ments  were  equally 
bestowing  the  lands 
jects,  and  as  a rule,  without  cost.  But  the  shadow 
of  feudal  times  still  lingered  over  each  of  them, 
and  they  had  no  conception  that  the  real  people 
would  want  to  be  small  landholders,  supposing 
that  in  the  new  as  in  the  old  world  they  would 
drift  into  villanage,  and  in  some  sense  be  a pai^t 
of  t He  possession  of  the  landed  aristocracy.  Hence, 


these  governments  are  seen  taking  personal  charge 
as  it  were  of  the  colonies;  providing  them  masters 
and  protectors,  who,  with  government  aid,  would 
transport  and  in  a certain  sense  own  them  and 
their  labor  after  their  arrival.  The  grantee  of  cer- 
tain royal  rights  and  privileges  in  the  new  world 
was  responsible  to  the  viceroy  for  his  colony,  and 
the  viceroy  to  the  king.  The  whole  was  anti-dem- 
ocratic of  course,  and  was  but  the  continued  and 
old.  old  idea  of  “the  divine  rights  of  rulers.” 

The  commentaries  of  even  the  favorite  law- 
writers  to-day  in  this  democratic  country  are 
blurred  on  nearly  every  page  with  that  monstrous 
heiesy,  “the  king-  can  do  no  wrong” — the  gov- 
erning  power  is  infallible,  it  needs  no  watching,  no 
jealous  eye  that  wrill  see  its  errors  or  its  crimes  ; a 
fetich  to  be  blindly  worshiped,  indiscriminately, 
whether  it  is  an  angel  of  mercy  or  a monster  of 
evil.  When  Cannibal  was  king  he  was  a god,  with 
no  soul  to  dictate  to  him  the  course  he  pursued. 
“The  curiosities  of  patriotism  under  adversity” 
just  here  suggests  itself  as  a natural  title-page  to 
one  of  the  most  remarkable  books  yet  to  be  written. 

The  bench  and  bar  form  a very  peculiar  result  ; 
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of  modern  civilization — to-day  fighting  the  most 

looks  ancient  precedent  in  the  face  and  asks  ques- 

heroic  battles  for  the  poor  and  the  oppressed  ; to- 

tions,  Whence  ? Why  ? Whither  ? These  are  gen- 

morrow,  perhaps,  expending  equal  zeal  and  elo- 

erally  inconvenient  queries  to  indolent  content, 

quenee  in  the  train  of  the  bloody  usurper  and  ty- 

but  they  are  the  drive-wheels  of  moving  civiliza- 

rant.  As  full  of  inconsistencies  as  insincerity  it- 

tion. 

self,  it  is  also  as  noted  for  as  wise,  conservative  and 

One  most  extraordinary  fact  forever  remains, 

noble  efforts  in  behalf  of  our  race  as  ever  distin- 

namely,  that  lawyers  and  statesmen  never  unfolded 

guished  patriot  or  sage. 

the  science  of  political  economy.  This  seems  a 

The  dangers  which  beset  the  path  of  the  law- 

strange  contradiction,  but  nevertheless  it  is  so. 

yer  are  a blind  adherence  to  precedent,  and  a love 

The  story  of  human  and  divine  laws  is  much  alike. 

of  the  abstruse  technicalities  of  the  law  practice. 

The  truths  have  not  been  found,  as  a rule,  by  the 

tV hen  both  or  either  of  these  infirmities  enter  the 

custodians  of  the  temples.  The  Rev.  Jaspers  are  still 

soul  of  the  otherwise  young  and  rising  practitioner, 

proclaiming  ‘ ‘ the  world  do  move.  ’ ’ Great  states- 

his  usefulness  to  his  fellow  man  is  apt  to  be  perma- 

men  are  still  seriously  regulating  the  nation’s 

nently  impaired.  He  may  be  the  “learned  judge,” 

' “balance  of  trade,”  the  price  of  interest  on  money, 

but  will  not  be  the  great  and  good  one. 

and  through  processes  of  taxation  enriching  peo- 

The  history  of  the  bench  and  bar  should  be 

pies,  while  the  dear  old  precedents  have  for  100 

an  instructive  one.  The  inquirer,  commencing  in 

years  been  demonstrated  to  be  myths.  They  are 

the  natural  order  of  all  real  history,  investigating 

theoretically  dead  with  all  intelligent  men,  but 

the  cause  or  the  fountain  source,  and  then  follow- 

are  very  much  alive  in  fact.  Thus  the  social 

ing  up  the  effects  flowing  from  causes,  is  met  at 

life  of  every  people  is  full  of  most  amusing  curb 

the  threshold  with  the  question,  Why  ? What 

osities,  many  of  them  harmless,  many  that  are  not. 

natural  necessity  created  this  vast  and  expensive 

The  early  bench  and  bar  of  Arkansas  produced 

supernumerary  of  civilization  ? The  institution  in 

a strong  and  virile  race  of  men.  The  pioneers  of 

its  entirety  is  so  wide  and  involved,  so  comprehen- 

this  important  class  of  community  possessed  vigor- 

sive  and  expensive,  with  its  array  of  court  officials, 

ous  minds  and  bodies,  with  lofty  ideals  of  personal 

great  temples,  its  robes,  ermine  and  wool-sacks;  its 

honor,  and  an  energy  of  integrity  admirably  fitted 

halls,  professors,  schools  and  libraries,  that  the 

to  the  tasks  set  before  them. 

average  mind  is  oppressed  with  the  attempt  to 

The  law  of  the  land,  the  moment  the  Louisi- 

grasp  its  outlines.  In  a purely  economic  sense  it 

ana  purchase  was  effected,  was  the  English  com- 

produces  not  one  blade  of  grass.  After  having 

mon  law,  that  vast  and  marvelous  structure,  the 

elucidated  this  much  of  the  investigation  as  best 

growth  cf  hundreds  of  years  of  bloody  English 

he  can,  he  comes  to  a minor  one,  or  the  details 

history,  and  so  often  the  apparent  throes  of  civil- 

of  the  subject.  For  illustration’s  sake,  let  it  be 

ization. 

assumed  that  he  will  then  take  up  the  considera- 

The  circuit  riders  composed  the  first  bench 

tion  of  grand  juries,  their  origin,  history  and  present 

and  bar  here,  as  in  all  the  western  States.  In 

necessity  for  existence.  These  are  mere  hints,  but 

this  State  especially  the  accounts  of  the  law  prac- 

such  as  will  arrest  the  attention  of  the  student  of  law 

tice— the  long  trips  over  the  wide  judicial  circuits; 

of  philosophical  turn  of  mind.  They  are  nothing 

the  hardships  endured,  the  dangers  encountered 

more  than  the  same  problems  that  come  in  every 

from  swollen  streams  ere  safe  bridges  spanned 

department  of  history.  The  school  of  the  lawyer 

them;  the  rough  accommodations,  indeed,  some- 

is  to  accept  precedent,  the  same  as  it  is  a common 

times  the  absence  of  shelter  from  the  ragino-  ele- 

human  instinct  to  accept  what  comes  to  him  from 

ments,  and  amid  all  this  their  jolly  happy-go-lucky 

the  fathers — assuming  everything  in  its  favor  and 

life,  their  wit  and  fun.  their  eternal  electioneering, 

combating  everything  that  would  dispute  “ the 

for  every  lawyer  then  was  a politician;  their  quick- 

old  order.”  It  is  the  exceptional  mind  which 

ened  wits  and  schemes  and  devices  to  advantage 
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paeh  other,  both  in  and  out  of  the  courts,  if  all 
could  be  told  in  detail,  would  read  like  a fascinat- 
ing romance.  These  riders  often  traveled  in  com- 
panies of  from  three  to  fifteen,  and  among  them 
would  be  found  the  college  and  law-school  gradu- 
ates, and  the  brush  graduates,  associated  in  some 
cases  and  opposed  in  others.  And  here,  as  in  all 
tin*  walks  of  life,  it  was  often  found  that  thorough, 
self  educated  men  overmatched  the  graduates  in 
their  fiercest  contests.  While  one  might  understand 
more  of  the  books  and  of  the  learned  technicalities 
of  law.  the  other  would  know  the  jury  best,  and 
overthrow  his  antagonist.  In  the  little  old  log 
cabin  court  rooms  of  those  days,  when  the  court 
was  in  session,  the  contest  of  the  legal  gladiators 
went  on  from  the  opening  to  the  closing  of  the 
term.  Generally  the  test  was  before  a jury,  and 
the  people  gathered  from  all  the  surrounding  coun- 
try, deeply  interested  in  every  movement  of  the 
actors.  This  was  an  additional  stimulus  to  the 
lawyer  politicians,  who  well  understood  that  their 
ability  was  gauged  by  the  crowd,  as  were  their  suc- 
cesses before  the  jury.  Thus  was  it  a combination 
of  the  forum  and  “stump.”  Here,  sometimes  in 
the  conduct  of  a noted  case,  a seat  in  Congress 
would  be  won  or  lost.  A seat  in  Congress,  or  on 
the  “wool  sack,”  was  the  ambition  of  nearly  every 
circuit  rider.  Their  legal  encounters  were  fought 
out  to  the  end.  Each  one  was  dreadfully  in  earn- 
est— he  practiced  no  assumed  virtues  in  the  strug- 
gle; battling  as  much  at  least  for  himself  as  his 
client,  he  would  yield  only  under  compulsion,  even 
iuthe  minor  points,  and,  unfortunately,  sometimes 
in  the  heat  of  ardor,  the  contest  would  descend 
from  a legal  to  a personal  one,  and  then  the  handy 
duello  code  was  a ready  resort.  It  seems  it  was 
this  unhappy  mixture  of  law  and  politics  that 
caused  many  of  these  bloody  personal  encounters. 
In  the  pure  practice  of  the  law,  stripped  of  polit- 
ical bearings,  there  seldom,  if  ever,  came  misunder- 
standings. 

They  must  have  been  a fearless  and  earnest 
class  of  men  to  brave  the  hardships  of  professional 
life,  as  well  as  mastering  the  endless  and  involved 
intricacies  of  the  legal  practice  of  that  day.  Tjre 
law  then  was  but  little  less  than  a mass  of  un- 


meaning technicalities.  A successful  practitioner 
required  to  have  at  his  fingers’  ends  at  least  Black- 
stone’s  Commentaries  and  Chitty’s  Pleadings,  and 
j much  of  the  wonders  contained  in  the  Rules  of 
Evidence.-  Libraries  were  then  scarce  and  their 
privations  here  were  nearly  as  great  as  in  the  com- 
mon comforts  for  “man  and  beast.”  There  have 
been  vast  improvements  in  tho  simplifying  of  the 
practice,  the  abolition  of  technical  pleadings  es- 
pecially, since  that  time,  and  the  young  attorney 
of  to-day  can  hardly  realize  what  it  "was  the  pio- 
neers of  his  profession  had  to  undergo. 

A judicial  circuit  at  that  early  day  was  an  im- 
mense domain,  over  which  the  bench  and  bar 
regularly  made  semi-annual  trips.  Sometimes 
they  would  not  more  than  get  around  to  then- 
starting  point  before  it  would  be  necessary  to 
go  all  over  the  ground  again.  Thus  the  court  was 
almost  literally  “ in  the  saddle.  ” The  saddle-bags 
were  their  law  offices,  and  some  of  them,  upon 
reaching  their  respective  county-seats,  would  sig- 
nalize their  brief  stays  with  hard  work  all  day  in 
the  court  room  and  late  roystering  at  the  tavern 
bar  at  night,  regardless  of  the  demurrers,  pleas, 
replications,  rejoinders  and  sur  rejoinders,  declara- 
tions  and  bills  that  they  knew  must  be  confronted 
. on  the  morrow.  Among  these  jolly  sojourners, 
“ during  court  week  ” in  the  villages,  dignity  and 
circumspection  were  often  given  over  exclusively 
to  the  keeping  of  the  judge  and  prosecutor.  Cir- 
cumstances thus  made  the  bench  and  bar  as  social 
a set  as  ever  came  together.  To  see  them  return- 
ing after  their  long  journeyings,  sunburned  and 
weatherbeaten,  having  had  but  few  advantages  of 
the  laundry  or  bathtub,  they  might  have  passed  for 
a returning  squad  of  cavalry  in  the  late  war.  One 
eccentric  character  made  it  a point  never  to  start 
with  any  relays  to  his  wardrobe.  When  he  reached 
home  after  his  long  pilgrimage  it  would  be  noticed 
that  his  clothes  had  a stuffed  appearance.  The 
truth  was  that  when  clean  linen  was  needed  he 
bought  new  goods  and  slipped  them  on  over  the 
soiled  ones.  He  would  often  tell  how  he  dreaded 
the  return  to  his  home,  as  he  knew  that  after  his 
wife  attended  to  his  change  of  wardrobe  he  was 
“most  sure  to  catch  cold.” 
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On  one  occasion  two  members  of  the  bar  met 
at  a county  seat  where  court  was  in  session  a week. 
They  had  c me  from  opposite  directions,  one  of 
them  riding  a borrowed  horse  seventy  miles,  while 
the  other  on  his  own  horse  had  traveled  over  100 
miles.  Upon  starting  home  they  unwittingly  ex- 
changed horses,  and  neither  discovered  the  mistake 
until  informed  by  friends  after  reaching  their  des- 
tination. The  horses  could  hardly  have  been  more 
dissimilar,  but  the  owners  detected  no  change.  It 
was  nearly  the  value  of  the  animals  to  make  the 
return  exchange,  yet  each  set  out,  and  finally  re- 
turned with  the  proper  horse.  No  little  ingenuity 
must  have  been  manifested  in  finally  unraveling 
the  great  mystery  of  the  affair. 

Surrounded  as  they  were  with  all  these  ill  con- 
ditions, as  a body  of  men  they  were  nevertheless 
learned  in  the  law,  great  in  the  forum,  able  and 
upright  on  the  bench.  Comparisons  are  odious, 
but  it  is  nothing  in  disparagement  to  the  present 
generation  of  courts  and  lawyers,  to  say  that  to  be 
equally  great  and  worthy  with  these  men  of  the 
early  bench  and  bar  of  Arkansas,  is  to  exalt  and 
ennoble  the  profession  in  the  highest  degree. 

Sixty  years  have  now  passed  since  the  first 
coming  of  the  members  of  this  calling  to  the  State 
of  Arkansas.  In  1819  President  Monroe  appointed 
James  Miller,  governor,  Robert  Crittenden,  secre- 
tary, and  Charles  Jouitt,  Andrew  Scott  and  Robert 
P.  Letcher,  judges  of  the  Superior  Court,  for  the 
new  Territory  of  Arkansas.  All  these,  it  seems,, 
except  Gov.  Miller,  were  promptly  at  the  post  of 
duty  and  in  the  discharge  of  their  respective  offices. 
In  the  absence  of  Mr.  Miller,  Mr  Crittenden  was 
acting1  governor.  These  men  not  onlv  constituted 
the  first  bench  and  bar,  but  the  first  Territorial  offi- 
cials and  the  first  legislature.  They  were  all  lo- 
cated in  the  old  French  town  of  Arkansas  Post. 
The  lawyers  and  judges  were  the  legislative  body, 
which  enacted  the  laws  to  be  enforced  in  their  re- 
spective districts.  At  their  first  legislative  session 
they  established  but  five  statute  laws,  and  from 
this  it  might  be  inferred  that  there  were  few  and 
simple  laws  in  force  at  that  time,  but  the  reader 
will  remember  that  from  the  moment  of  the  Lchhs- 
iana  purchase  all  the  new  territory  passed  under 


the  regulation  and  control  of  the  English  common 
law — substantially  the  same  system  of  laws  then 
governing  England. 

It  is  a singular  comment  on  American  juris- 
prudence that  this  country  is  still  boasting  the  pos- 
session of  the  English  habeas  corpus  act,  wrung 
by  those  sturdy  old  barons  from  King  John, — a 
government  by  the  people,  universal  suffrage, 
where  the  meanest  voter  is  by  his  vote  also  a sov- 
ereign, and  therefore  he  protects  himself  against 
— whom? — why.  against  himself  by  the  English 
habeas  corpus  act,  which  was  but  the  great  act  of 
a great  people  that  first  proclaimed  a higher  right 
than  was  the  “ divine  right  of  kings.  ’ ’ When  these 
old  Englishmen  presented  the  alternative  to  King 
John,  the  writ  or  the  headsman’s  ax,  he  very  sensi- 
bly chose  the  lesser  of  the  two  great  inconven- 
iences. And  from  that  moment  the  vital  meaning 
of  the  phrase  ‘’the  divine  right  of  kings”  was 
dead  in  England. 

In  America,  where  all  vote,  the  writ  of  habeas 
corpus  has  been  time  and  time  again  suspended, 
and  there  are  foolish  men  now  who  would  gladly 
resort  to  this  untoward  measure,  for  the  sake  of 
party  success  in  elections.  There  is  no  language  of 
tongue  or  pen  that  can  carry  a more  biting  sar- 
casm on  our  boasted  freemen  or  free  institutions 
than  this  almost  unnoticed  fact  in  our  history. 

One  of  the  acts  of  the  first  legislative  session 
held  in  August,  1819,  was  to  divide  the  Territory 
into  two  judicial  circuits.  As  elsewhere  stated,  the 
counties  of  Arkansas  and  Lawrence  constituted  the 
First  circuit;  Pulaski,  Clark  and  Hempstead  Coun- 
ties forming  the  Second. 

The  judges  of  the  Superior  Courts  were  as- 
signed to  the  duties  of  the  different  circuits.  At 
the  first  real  Territorial  legislature,  composed  of 
representatives  elected  by  the  people,  the  Territory 
was  divided  into  three  judicial  circuits.  The 
courts,  however,  for  the  different  circuits,  were  all 
held  at  the  Territorial  capital.  There  was  no  eir 
cuit  riding,  therefore,  at  this  time. 

Judicial  circuits  and  judges  residing  therein 
were  not  a part  of  judiciary  affairs  until  1823.  The 
judges  of  the  First  circuit  from  that  date,  with  time 
of  appointment  and  service,  were:  T.  P.  Eskridge, 
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])i>cvmbor  10,  1823;  Andrew  Scott,  April  11,  1827;  j 
Siini  C.  ltoane,  April  17,  1829-30.  The  list  of 
prosecuting  attorneys  includes:  AAA  B.  R.  Horner, 
November  1,  1823;  Thomas  Hubbard,  November 
f,.  1828,  to  February  15,  1 S 3 2 ; G.  T>.  Royston, 
September  7,  1833;  Shelton  AVatson,  October  4, 
jS33;  A.  G.  Stephenson,  .January  23,  1830. 

Of  tho  Second  circuit  the  judges  were:  Richard 
Senrcv,  December  10,  1823,  and  J.  AAA  Bates, 
November,  1825,  to  1830;  while  the  prosecuting 
attorneys  were  R.  C.  Oden,  November  1,  1823;  A. 
][.  Sevier,  January  19,  1824  (resigned);  Sam  C. 
Roane,  September  20,  1826;  Bennett  II.  Martin, 

January  30,  1S31 ; Absalom  Fowler,  ; D.  L. 

F.  Royston,  July  25,  1835;  Townsend  Dickin- 
son, November  1,  1823;  A.  F.  May,  March  29, 
1825  (died  in  office);  AAA  H.  Parrott,  April  21, 
1827;  S.  S.  Hall,  August  31,  1831;  J.  AAA  Robert- 
son, September  17,  1833;  E.  B.  .Ball,  July  19, 
1830. 

Samuel  S.  Hall  was  judge  of  the  Third  circuit, 
serving -from  December,  1823,  to  1830.  As  pros- 
ecuting attorneys,  are  found  the  names  of  T.  Dick- 
inson, January  10,  1823;  A.  D.  G.  Davis,  June 
21,  1829;  S.  G.  Sneed,  November  11,  1 S3 1 ; David 
AValker,  September  13,  1833;  Thomas  Johnson. 
October  4,  1S35;  AV.  F.  Denton,  January  23,  1830. 

The  appointment  of  Charles  Caldwell  as  judge 
of  the  Fourth  circuit  dates  from  December  27, 
1828;  while  E.  T.  Clark.  February  13,  1830;  J.  C. 
P.  Tolleson,  February  1,  1 S3 1 ; and  AAA  K.  Sebas- 
tian, from  January  25,  1833,  served  as  prosecuting 
attorneys. 

The  Supreme  Court  of  Arkansas  has  ever  com- 
prised among  its  members  men  of  dignity,  wisdom 
and  keen  legal  insight.  The  directory  of  these 
officials  contains  the  names  of  many  of  those  whose 
reputation  and  influence  are  far  more  than  local. 
It  is  as  follows: 

Chief  justices:  Daniel  Bingo,  1830;  Thomas 

Johnson,  1844;  George  C.  AA’atkins,  1852  (re- 
signed); E.  II.  English,  1854  (also  Confederate); 
t.  D.  AAA  Youley,  1804  (Murphy  con.-4itntion);  E. 
Baxter,  180 1 (under  Murphy  regime);  David 
AA  alker,  1800  (ousted  by  military);  AAA  AAA  AA’iR 
dure.  ISOS  (removed);  John  McClure,  1871,  (re- 


moved); E.  H.  English,  1874.  Sterling  R.  Cock- 
rill  is  present  chief  justr- 

Associate  justices:  Thomas  J.  Lacey,  1830; 

Townsend  Dickinson,  1830;  George  AAA  Paschal, 
1842;  AV.  K.  Sebastian,  1843;  AV.  S.  Oldham. 
1845;  Edward  Cross,  1845;  AAAI liam  Conway,  1840; 
C.  C.  Scott,  1848;  David  AValker,  1847  and  1S74; 
Thomas  B.  Hanley,  1S58  (resigned);  F.  I.  Batson, 
1858  (resigned);  H.  F.  Fairchild,  1860  (died); 
Albert  Pike,  1861  (also  Confederate);  J.  J.  Clen- 
denin,  I860  (ousted);  T.  M.  Bowen,  1868;  L. 
Gregg,  180S;  J.  E.  Bennett.  1871;  M.  L.  Steph- 
enson, 1S72;  E.  J.  Searle,  1872;  AAA  M.  Harrison, 
1874;  J.  T.  Bearden,  1874  (appointed);  Jesse 
Turner,  1878;  J.  R.  Eakin,  1878;  AAA  AAA  Smith, 
1882;  B.  B.  Battle,  1885,  re-elected.  By  law 
three  additional  judges  were  elected  April  2,  1SS9: 
Simon  B.  Hughes,  AAA  E.  Hemingway  and  Mont. 
H.  Sandels. 

Reporters:  Albert  Pike,  N.  AAA  Cox,  E.  H. 

English,  J.  M.  Moore,  L.  E.  Barber,  B.  D.  Turner 
and  AAA  AAA  Mansfield  (present  incumbent). 

Clerks:  II.  Haralson,  L.  E.  Barber,  N.  AV.  Cox, 
and  AAA  P.  Campbell  (in  office). 

Special  chief  justices:  AAdlliam  Story,  F.  AAA 

Compton,  J.  L.  AA’itherspoon,  S.  H.  Hempstead, 

C.  B.  Moore,  Thomas  Johnson,  R.  A.  Howard, 
George  A.  Gallagher,  B.  B.  Battle,  Sam  AAA  AAbll- 
iams,  A.  B.  AAdliiams,  G.  N Cousin,  Isaac  Strain, 
N.  Haggard,  Edward  CYoss,  R.  C.  S.  Brown.  L. 
A.  Pindall,  Sam  C.  Roane,  George  Conway,  Sack- 
fleld  Macklinin,  John  AAMytock,  C.  C.  Farrellev, 
AAA  AV.  Smith,  AAA  I.  AA'arwiek,  B.  B.  Morse,  B. 

D.  Turner,  George  AAA  Caruth,  S.  H.  Harring- 
ton. 

In.  this  list  are  the  names  of  nearly  all  earlv 
members  of  the  Arkansas  bar.  Commencing  here 
as  young  attorneys  in  their  profession,  manv  of 
them  have  left  illustrious  names — names  that  adorn 
the  history  of  the  State  and  Nation,  and  time 
will  not  dim  nor  change  the  exalted  esteem  now 
given  them.  Not  one  of  them  but  that  was  an  ex- 
ample of  that  wonderful  versatility  of  American 
j genius — the  young  lawyer  becoming  great  in  the 
!'  practice  of  His  profession  in  the  wild  wood:  or  cel- 
ebrated on  the  bench  for  decisions  that  came  to  the 
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world  like  beacon  lights  from  the  unknown  land; 
or  as  senators  holding  civilized  people  spell-bound 
by  their  wisdom  and  eloquence;  and  all,  at  all  times, 
listening  for  their  country’s  call  to  play  as  con- 
spicuous a part  in  camp  and  field  as  they  had  in 
the  walks  of  civil  life.  To  undertake  all  these 
things  is  not  wonderful  with  a people  so  cosmopol- 
itan as  those  of  the  west,  but  to  be  pre-eminent  in 
each  or  all  alike  is  most  remarkable. 

Of  this  brilliant  galaxy  of  pioneer  legal  lights 
— giants  indeed — there  now  remain  as  a connect- 
ing link  with  the  present  generation  only  the  ven- 
erable Gen.  Albert  Pike,  of  Washington  City,  and 
Judge  Jesse  Turner,  of  Van  Buren. 

Writing  in  a reminiscent  way  of  the  bench  and 
bar,  Albert  Pike  says:  “AYken  I came  to  the  bar 
there  were  AYilliam  Cummins,  Absalom  Fowler, 
Daniel  Bingo,  Chester  Ashley,  and  Samuel  Hall, 
at  Little  Rock.  I served  on  a jury  in  1834  where 
Robert  Crittenden  was  an  attorney  in  the  case;  the 
judge  was  Benjamin  Johnson,  who  died  in  Decem- 
ber, 1834,  at  Vicksburg.  Parrott  and  Oden  died 
before  I went  to  Little  Rock.  Judge  William 
Trimble  was  an  old  member  of  the  bar  when  I en- 
tered it,  as  was  Col.  Horner,  of  Helena.  Thomas 
B.  Hanley  had  recently  come  to  Helena  from  Louis- 
iana. I think  Maj.  Thomas  Hubbard  and  George 
Conway  were  practicing  at  AYashington  in  1835. 
Judge  Andrew  Scott  had  been  Territorial  judge,  but 
retired  and  lived  in  Pope  County.  Frederick  AY. 
Trapnall  and  John  AY.  Cocke  came  from  Kentucky 
to  Little  Rock  in  1836,  and  also  William  C.  Scott 
and  his  partner,  Blanchard.  I think  Samuel  H. 
Hempstead  and  John  J.  Clendenin  came  in  1S36. 
John  B.  Floyd  lived  and  practiced  law  in  Chicot 
County.”  Gen.  Pike  further  mentions  Judge  David 
AYalker,  John  Linton,  Judges  Hoge  and  Sneed. 
John  M.  AA'ilson,  Alfred  AY.  AA'il  son,  Archibald 
Yell,  Judge  Fowler,  Judge  Richard  C.  S.  Brown, 
Bennett  H Martin,  Philander  Little,  Jesse  Turner 
and  Sam  AY.  AAAlliams  as  among  the  eminent  law- 
yers of  the  early  courts  of  Arkansas. 

The  list  of  those  who  have  occupied  positions 
as  circuit  judges  and  prosecuting  attorneys  in  the  ! 
various  circuits,  will  be  found  of  equal  interest  j 
with  the  names  mentioned  in  connection  with  a , 


higher  tribunal.  It  is  as  below,  the  date  affixed 
indicating  the  beginning  of  the  term  of  service: 
Judges  of  the  First  circuit:  AAA  K.  Sebastian, 
November  19,  1840;  J.  C.  P.  Tolleson,  February 
8,  1843;  John  T.  Jones,  December  2, 1842;  MarkAV. 

Alexander,  ; George  AAA  Beasley,  September 

6,  1855;  C.  AAT.  Adams,  November  2,  1852;  Thomas 

B.  Hanley,  ; E.  C.  Bronough,  August  25, 

1858;  O.  H.  Oates,  March  3,  1859;  E.  C.  Bronough, 
August  23,  .1800;  Jesse  M.  Ilouks,  September  17, 
1865;  John  E.  Bennett,  July  23,  186S;  C.  C.  Abat- 
ers, February  23,  1871;  M.  L.  Stephenson,  March 
24,  1871;  AA*.  H.  H.  Clayton,  March  10,  1873;  J. 
N.  Cypert,  October  31,  J 874;  M.  T.  Saunders, 
October  30,  1882.  Prosecuting  attorneys:  AA  . S. 
Mosley,  November  14,  1840;  A.  J.  Greer,  Novem- 
ber 9,  1841;  S.  S.  Tucker,  January  20,  1840; 
Alonzo  Thomas,  August  5,  1842;  AAA  N.  Stanton, 
December  2,  1842;  N.  M.  Foster,  December  4, 
1843;  A.  H.  Bingo,  March  2,  1849;  H.  A.  Bad- 
ham,  March  12,  1851;  L.  L.  Alack,  September 
6,  1855;  S.  AAA  Childress,  August  30,  1856;  Lin- 
coln Featherstone.  August  23,  i860;  Z.  P.  PI  Farr. 
December  1,  1862;  B.  C.  Brown,  January  7.  1865; 
P.  O.  Thweat,  October  15,  1866;  C.  B.  Fitzpatrick, 
March  16,  1871;  AAA  H.  H.  Clayton,  March  23, 
1871;  Eugene  Stephenson,  April  23,  1873:  C.  A. 
Otev,  October  31,  1874;  D.  D,  Leach.  October  13, 
l 1876;  P.  D.  McCulloch  (three  terms);  Greenfield 
Quarles,  October  30,  1884;  S.  Brundridge,  October 
30,  1886. 

Judges  of  the  Second  circuit:  Isaac  Baker, 
November  23,  1840;  John  C.  Murray,  August  18, 
1851;  AAA  H.  Sutton,  January  11,  1845;  John  C. 
Murray,  August  22,  1858;  Josiah  Gould,  Febru- 
ary 26,  1849;  AAA  M.  Harrison,  May  17,  1865; 
T.  F.  Sorrells,  August  22,  1S53;  AAA  C.  Hazeldine, 

I April  14,  1871;  J.  F.  Lowery,  December  12, 
1863;  L.  L.  Alack.  October  31,  1874:  AA’illiam 
; Story,  July  23,  1S6S;  AAA  F.  Henderson.  April  26, 
j 1874;  J.  G.  Frierson,  October  31,  1882;  AAA  A. 
i Case,  vice  Frierson,  deceased,  Alarch  17,  1884, 
elected  September  1,  1884;  J.  E.  Riddick,  Oc- 
tober 30,  1886.  Prosecuting  attorneys:  John  S. 
Roane,  November  15,  1840;  Samuel  AA’ooly,  Sep- 
tember 19,  1842:  J.  AY.  Bocage,  November  20, 
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IS  13;  S.  B.  Jones,  April  20,  1840;  T.  F.  Sorrells, 
February  20,  1849;  AY.  P.  Orace,  August  22, 
IS,'),'};  S.  F.  Arnett,  August  23,  1850;  IX  AAA 
Carroll,  August  30,  1860;  C.  C.  Godden,  May  17. 
JS05;  W.  F.  Slemmons,  October  15,  1806;  D. 
1).  Loach,  December  10,  1808;  R.  H.  Black.  Alay 
0,  1S73;  J.  E.  Riddick,  October  13,  1870;  AY.  A. 
Cato,  October  14,  187S;  E.  F.  Brown,  May  5, 
]\70:  AY.  B.  Edringtou  (four  terms),  October  30, 

1 sSO;  J.  LX  Block,  October,  1888. 

Judges  of  the  Third  circuit;  Thomas  Johnson, 
November  13,  1840;  William  Conway,  November 
13,  1844;  AY.  C.  Scott.  December  11,  1840;  R. 
H.  Nealy,  February  28, 1851 ; AY.  C.  Bevins,  August 
23,  1850;  AY.  R.  Cain,  August  23,  i860;  L.  L. 
Mack,  March  15,  I860;  Eli>ka  Baxter.  July  23, 
1808;  James  AAA  Butler.  Alarch  10,  1873;  AYilliam 
Byers,  October  30,  1874;  R.  H.  Powell  (three 
terms),  October  30,  1882;  J.  AAA  Butler,  May,  1887. 
Prosecuting  attorneys:  N.  Haggard,  November  30, 
1840;  S.  S.  Tucker,  January  20,  1842;  S.  H. 
Hempstead,  February,  1842;  A.  R.  Porter,  Decem- 
ber 2,  1842;  S.  C.  AYalker,  December  2,  1846;  J.  H. 
Byers,  March  5,  1849;  AAA  Iv.  Patterson,  August 
30,  1850;  F.  AAA  Desha,  August  30,  i860;  L.  L. 
Mack,  July  8,  1801;  T.  J.  Ratcliff,  July  9.  1805; 
M.  D.  Baber,  October  15,  1800;  AY.  A.  Inman, 
December  8,  1868;  J.  L.  Abernathy,  October  31, 
1874;  Charles  Coffin,  October  14,  1876;  M.  N. 
Dyer  (two  terms),  October  30,  1SS2;  AAA  B.  Padgett. 
October  30,  1880;  J.  L.  Abernathy  October,  1SSS. 

Judges  of  the  Fourth  circuit:  J.  AI.  Hoge, 
November  13,  1840;  S.  G.  Sneed,  November  IS, 
1844;  A.  B.  Greenwood,  Alarch  3.  1851;  F.  I. 
Batson,  August  20,  1853;  J.  AI.  AA’ilson,  Febru- 
ary 21,  1859;  J.  J.  Green,  August-23,  i860;  AA 
B.  Sheppard,  Alay  9,  1803;  Thomas  Boles, 

August  3,  1865;  AAA  N.  Alay,  April  24,  ISOS; 
M.  L.  Stephenson,  July  23,  1S6S;  C.  B.  Fitz- 
patrick, Alarch  23,  1871;  J.  Huckleberry,  April 
9*.  I8i2;  J.  AI.  Pittman,  October  31,  1874:  J.  H. 
Berry,  October  21,  1878;  J.  AI.  Pittman  (three 
9 mi'i,  October  31,  1882.  Prosecuting  attorneys: 
A’lfrvd  AI.  A\  ilson,  November  13,  1840;  A.  B. 

* Teeiiwood,  January  4.  1845;  H.  F.  Thqmassonv 
September  0,  1853;  Lafavette  Gregg,  August  23. 
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1850;  B.  J.  Brown,  December  1,  1862;  J. /E. 
Cravens,  January  7,  1865;  Squire  Boon,  October 
15,  1S06;  Elias  Harrell,  August  11,  1808;  S.  AAA 
Peel.  April  20,  1873;  E.  I.  Stirman,  October  13, 
1870;  H.  A.  Dinsmore  (three  terms),  October  14, 
1878;  J.  Frank  AA’ilson,  October  30.  18S4;  J.  AAA 
AYalker,  October  30,  1860;  S.  AI.  Johnson,  Octo- 
ber 30,  1888. 

Judges  of  the  Fifth  circuit:  J.  J.  Clendenin. 
December  28,  1840;  AY.  II.  Field,  December  24. 
1846;  J.  J.  Clendenin,  September  6,  1854;  Liberty 
Bartlett,  November  12,  1S54;  E.  D.  Ham,  July. 23, 
ISOS;  Benton  J.  Brown,  September  30,  1874;  AAA 
AAA  Alanstield,  October  31,  1874;  Thomas  AAA 
Pound,  September  9.  1878;  AAA  D.  Jaeoway,  Oc- 
tober 31,  1878;  G.  S.  Cunningham  (three  terms), 
October  31,  1882.  Prosecuting  attorneys:  R.  AAA 
Johnson,  December  29,  1840;  George  C.  AA’atkins, 
January  11,  1845;  J.  J.  Clendenin,  February  17, 
1849,  to  1S54;  J.  L.  Hollowell,  Septembers,  1858, 
to  I860;  Sam  AAA  AA’illiams,  Alay  10,  I860;  Pleas- 
ant Jordan,  September  7,  1801 ; Sam  AAA  AA'illiams. 
July  0,  1803;  John  AA’hytock,  December  19,  1805; 
R.  11.  Dedman.  October  15,  1866;  N.  J.  Temple. 
August  15,  1808;  Arch  Young,  August  24,  1872; 
Thomas  Barnes,  April  23,  1873;  J.  P.  Byers,  Oc 
tober  31,  1873;  A.  S.  AlcKennon,  October  14. 
1878;  J.  G.  AA' allace  (two  terms),  October  31, 
1S82;  H.  S.  Carter,  October  30,  1SS6. 

Sixth  circuit — judges:  AA'illiam  Conway.  De- 

cember 19,  1840;  John  Field,  February  3,  1843; 
| George  Conway,  August  1,  1844;  John  Quillin. 

! Alarch  2,  1849;  Thomas  Hubbard,  August  22. 

1854;  A.  B.  Smith.  February  7,  1850;  Shelton  AA’at- 
| son,  September  20,  1858;  Len  B.  Green,  April  5, 
1858;  A.  B.  AA'illiams,  January  28,  1805;  J.  T. 
Elliott,  October  2,  1S65;  J.  J.  Clendenin,  October 
31,  1874;  J.  AY.  Alartin,  October  31,  1878;  F.  T. 
ATaughan,  October  31,  1882:  J.  AY.  Alartin,  Octo- 
ber 30,  1880.  Prosecuting  attorneys:  G.  D.  Roys- 
ton.  November  11,  1840;  O.  F.  Rainy,  June  12, 
1843;  Isaac  T.  Tupper,  January  IS,  1844;  A.  AAA 
Blevins.  January  11,  1847;  E.  A.  AYarner,  Alarch 
3,  1851;  Orville  Jennings,  August  23,  1853;  E. 
AA'.  Gantt.  August  22,  .1854;  James  K.  Young, 
August  30,  i860;  Robert  Carrigan,  September  13. 
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8bo;  J.  F.  Ritchie,  October  15,  1866;  T.  B.  Gib- 
son, January  11,  1868;  Charles  C.  Reid,  Jr.,  April 
30,  1871;  F.  T.  Vaughan,  September  18,  1S70; 
T.  0.  Trimble,  September  30,  1878:  F.  T. Vaughan, 
September  30,  1880;  T.  C.  Trimble,  October  31, 
1882;  R.  J.  Lea,  October  30,  1881 ; Gray  Carroll, 
October  30,  1886;  R.  J.  Lea,  October  30,  1888. 

Seventh  circuit — judges:  R.  C.  S.  Brown,  1840: 
AY.  AY.  Floyd,  November  30,  1846.  (December 
20,  1840,  the  State  was  re-districted  into  sis  cir- 
cuits. Hence  this  was  abolished  for  the  time.) 
William  Byers,  July  8,  1861;  R.  II.  Powell.  Alny 
11,  I860;  John  Whytock,  July  23,  1868:  J.  J. 
Clendenin,  May  29.  1S74;  Jabez  AI.  Smith,  Oc- 
tober 31,  1874;  J.  P.  Henderson  (three  terms).  Oc- 
tober 31,  1SS2.  Prosecuting  attorneys:  John  AI 
Wilson,  November  20,  1840;  J.  M.  Tebbetts,  De- 
cember 5,  1844;  Elisha  Baxter,  December  7.  1861: 
W.  B.  Padgett,  August  29,  1865;  W.  R.  G'oody. 
October  15,  1866;  E.  W.  Gantt,  July  31,  1868; 
J.  M.  Harrell,  May  5,  1873;  M.  J.  Henderson, 
October  31,  1874;  James  B.  Wood,  October  14. 
187S;  J.  P.  Henderson  (three  terms),  October  31, 
1882;  W.  H.  Martin,  October  30,  1SSS. 

Eighth  circuit — judges:  C.  C.  Scott.  December 
2,  1846;  William  Davis,  July  3,  1848  (abolished 
j December  20.  1849);  James  D.  Walker,  July  25, 
.1861;  Elias  Harrell,  May  8,  1865;  William  Story. 
March  27,  1867;  E.  J.  Earle,  July  23,  1S6S;  T.  G. 
T.  Steele,  February  23,  1873;  L.  J.  Joyner,  Octo- 
ber 31,  1874;  H.  B.  Stuart,  October  31,  1S7S; 

R.  D.  Hearn,  October  30,  1886.  Prosecuting  attor- 
ney’s: Richard  Lyons,  February  5,  1847:  N.  \Y.  Pat- 
terson, October  25,  1865;  C.  G.  Reagan.  January 
7,  1865;  J.  C.  Pratt,  July  23,  1S6S;  T.  AI.  Guu- 

j ter,  October  15,  1866;  Duane  Thompson,  January 
4,  1874:  George  A.  Kingston,  July  26,  1871:  J 
1 D.  AIcCabe,  October  31,  1874;  J.  H.  Howard.  April 
26,  1873;  Rufus  D.  Hearn  (three  terms),  July  6, 
1874;  Lafayette  Gregg,  November  13.  1862;  W. 

AI.  Green  (three  terms),  October  30,  1884. 

Ninth  circuit — judges:  H.  B.  Stuart,  Novem- 

ber  28,  1862;  W.  N.  Hargrave,  , 1865;  E.  J. 

Searle,  February  25,  1867;  G.  W.  AIcCowan.  July 
23,  1S6S;  J.T.  Elliott,  April  26,  1873;  J.  K.  Young, 
October  31,  1874;  C.  F.  Alitcbell.  October  31.  1882: 


L.  A.  Byrne,  November  4,  1884;  A.  B.  Williams, 
vice  Alitchell,  resigned,  September  10,  1884:  ('.  E. 
Alitchell,  October  30,  1886.  Prosecuting  attorneys: 

A.  J.  Temple,  July  8,  1861;  A.  T Crayeraft. 
January  7,  1865;  E.  J.  Searle.  February  19,  1866; 
II.  C.  Parker,  October  15,  1866;  N.  J.  Temple, 
January  20.  1867;  J.  R.  Page,  January  9.  1S09: 
J.  AI.  Bradley,  April  26,  1873;  Dan  W.  Jones, 
October  31,  1874;  B.  W.  Johnson,  October  13, 

1 1876;  John- Cook.  October  14,  1SS0;  T.  F.  Web- 
ber (four  terms),  October  31.  1882. 

Judges  of  the  Tenth  circuit:  H.  P.  Alorse, 

July  23,  1868;  D.  W Carrol).  October  28,  1874; 
j T.  F.  Sorrells,  October  31,  1874;  J.  AI.  Bradley, 
October  30,  18S2;  C.  D.  Wood,  October  30,  1886. 

! Prosecuting  attorney’s:  J.  AIcL.  Barton,  Alareh 

29,  1869;  Id.  King  White,  April  20,  1871;  AI.  AIc- 
Gehee,  April  29,  1873;  J.  C.  Barrow.  October  31, 

| 1874;  C.  IX  Woods,  October  30,  1882;  AI.  L. 
Hawkins,  vice  Woods,  October  10,  1886;  R.  C. 
Fuller,  October  30,  1888. 

Eleventh  circuit — judges:  J.  IV.  Fox,  April 

30,  1873;  H.  N.  Hutton,  July  24,  1874;  John  A. 
Williams,  October  31,  1874;  X.  J.  Pindall.  Octo- 
ber 31,  1878;  J.  A.  Williams  (two  terms),  October 
30,  1S82.  Prosecuting  attorneys-  II.  AI.  AlcA'eigh. 
April  26,  1873;  Z.  L.  Wise,  October  31.  1874:  T. 

B.  Alartin,  October  10.  1878;  J.  M.  Elliott  (five 
terms),  October  10,  1880.  ■ 

Twelfth  circuit — judges:  P.  C.  Dooley,  April 
26,  1873;  J.  H.  Rogers,  April  20,  1877;  R.  B. 
Rutherford,  October  2,  18S2;  John  S.  Little.  Octo- 
ber 20,  1SS6.  Prosecuting  attorneys:  D.  D.  Leach, 
April  26,  1873;  John  S.  Little  (three  terms),  April 
2,  1877;  A.  C.  Lowers  (two  terms),  September  20, 
1SS4;  J.  B.  AIcDonough,  October  30,  1888. 

Thirteenth  circuit — judges:  AI  D.  Kent.  April 
20.  1873;  B.  F.  Askew,  October  30,  1SS2;  C.  AY. 
Smith,  October  30.  1886.  Prosecuting  attorneys: 
AY.  C.  Langford,  April  26,  1873:  NY.  F.  AYallace, 
June  5,  1883;  H.  P.  Snead  (three  terms),  Octo- 
ber 30,  1884. 

Fourteenth  circuit- — judges:  George  A.  King- 
ston, April  26,  1873;  R.  II.  Powell,  May,  ls57. 
Prosecuting  attorneys:  Duane  Thompson,  April 

26,  18(3;  De  Ross  Bailey,  Alay,  1887. 
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L.  D.  Belclen  was  appointed  judge  of  the  Fif-  ! September  27,  1873;  Y.  B.  Shepard,  April  30, 
teeuth  circuit  April  2G,  1873,  the  prosecuting  at-  1874. 

tornev  being  G.  G.  Lotta,  elected  April  23,  1873.  , By  an  act  of  April  16,  1873,  the  State  was  di- 
Sixteenth  circuit — judge:  Elisha  Hears,  April  j vided  into  sixteen  judicial  circuits,  but  two  years 
26,  1873.  Prosecuting  attorneys:  H.  N.  'Withers,  i later  a reduction  to  eleven  in  number  was  made. 


GMAPT'E-R  IX. 


Tiie  Late  Civil  War — Analytical  View  of  the  Troublous  Times— Passage  of  the  Ordinance  of 
Secession— The  Call  to  Arms— The  First  Troops  to  Take  the  Field— Invasion  of  the  State 
by  the  Federal  Army — Sketches  of  the  Regiments— Names  of  Officers-  Outline  of 
Field  Operations— Claibourne  and  Yell— Extracts  from  Private  Memo- 
randa— Evacuation  of  the  State— Re-Occupation — The  War  of  1812 — 

The  Mexican  War— Standard  of  American  Generalship. 


The  cannon’s  hush'd!  nor  drum  nor  clarion  sound; 
Helmet  and  hauberk  gleam  upon  the  ground; 

Horsemen  and  horse  lie  weltering  in  their  gore; 

Patriots  are  dead,  and  heroes  dare  no  more; 

While  solemnly  the  moonlight  shrouds  the  plain, 

And  lights  the  lurid  features  of  the  slain. — Montgomery. 
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RKANSAS  was  not  among  | some  way  the  vexed  question  of  slavery,  and  then 

voting  a recess  of  the  convention.  When  this 
re -assembled  war  was  upon  the  country,  and  the 
ordinance  of  secession  was  passed,  only,  however, 
after  full  discussion,  pro  and  con.  There  was 
but  one  vote  against  secession  finally,  and  that  was 
given  by  Isaac  Murphy— afterward  the  military 


m inaugurating 
the  late  war.  It  only  pass- 
ed a secession  ordinance 
L May  6,  1861,  nearly  a 

pR  month  after  hostilities  had 


commenced,  and  Lincoln  had  issued  governor  of  Arkansas. 
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his  call  for  75,000  ninety-day  troops 
“ to  put  down  the  rebellion.”  The  re- 
luctance with  which  the  State  finally 
joined  its  sister  States  is  manifested 
by  the  almost  unanimous  refusal  of 
the  State  convention,  which  met  in 
March,  1861 — the  day  Lincoln  was  in- 
-aud  nearly  unanimously  voted  down 
secession  and  passed  a series  of  conservative  resolu-,. 
Lens,  looking  to  a national  convention  to  settle  in 
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Local  authorities  received  instructions  to  arm 
and  equip  forty  regiments  of  State  troops.  The 
ruling  minds  of  the  State  were  averse  to  war, 
and  resisted,  it  until  they  were  forced  into  the  po- 
sition of  siding  with  their  neighbors  or  with  the 
Union  cause.  In  the  South,  as  in  the  North, 
there  were  inconsiderate  hot  heads,  who  simply 
wanted  war  for  war’s  sake — full  or  false  pretexts, 
but  eager  for  war  with  or  without  a pretext.  These 
extremists  of  each  party  were,  unconsciously,  per 
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haps,  but  in  fact,  the  two  blades  of  the  pair  o 
scissors,  to  out  asunder  the  ties  of  the  Union  of 
States.  Slavery,  possibly  not  directly  the  cause  of 
the  war,  was  the  handiest  pretext  seized  upon  at 
the  time,  with  such  disastrous  results.  In  the  dis- 
pensations of  heaven,  had  the  fanatics  of  the  North 
and  the  tire-eaters  of  the  South  been  hung  across 
the  clothes-line,  as  a boy  sometimes  hangs  cats, 
and  left  in  holy  peace  to  fight  it  out,  what  a bless- 
ing for  mankind  it  would  have  been! 

The  history  of  the  late  war  cannot  yet  be  writ- 
ten. Its  most  profound  effects  are  not  yet  evolved. 
The  actual  fighting  ceased  nearly  a generat  ion  ago, 
and  the  cruel  strife  is  spoken  of  as  over.  It  is  the 
effects  that  true  history  observes.  The  chronicler 
records  the  dates  and  statistics,  and  files  these 
away  for  the  future  historian.  It  is  highly  prob- 
able that  there  is  no  similar  period  in  history 
where  the  truth  will  be  so  distorted  as  by  him 
who  tells  “the  story  of  the  war.” 

Anyone  can  begin  to  see  that  there  are  many 
things  now  that  were  unknown  before  the  war. 
Great  changes  are  still  being  worked  out,  and 
whether  or  not  yet  greater  ones  are  to  come,  no  one 
knows.  The  abolitionists  thirty  years  ago  hated 
the  slave  owners, — the  slave  holders  loved  slavery. 
The  former  thought  to  forever  end  slavery  on  this 
continent  by  liberating  the  slaves,  and  now  the 
once  alarmed  slave  owner  has  discovered  that  the 
great  benefits  of  the  abolition  of  slavery  have  been 
to  the  whites  far  more  than  to  the  blacks. 

There  is  little  idea  of  what  the  real  historian 
one  hundred  years  from  now  will  be  compelled  to 
say  of  these  “blessed  times.”  He  will  most  prob- 
ably smile  in  pity  upon  all  this  self-laudation  and 
wild  boast.  If  men  could  have  known  the  effects 
to  follow  in  all  the  important  movements  of  peo- 
ples, it  is  highly  probable  there  would  have  been  no 
civil  war.  Those  who  “sectionally  hated”  may 
sleep  cprietly  in  their  graves,  because  they  died 
unconscious  as  to  whether  their  supposed  bloody 
revenge,  driven  hurtling  at  the  enemy,  was  a bullet 
or  a boomerang. 

The  Southern  individual  may  look  with  envy  to 
the  pension  fund  now  being  poured  out  in  North- 
ern States,  while,  instead  of  this,  he  should  only 


f remember  that  the  Southern  soldier  is  making  his 


way  unaided  in  the  world.  It  should  not  be  for 
gotten  that  the  rapid  development  of  the  South  is 
sadly  in  want  of  the  constant  labor  of  thousands  of 
immigrants,  and  that  the  New  South  is  just  entering 
upon  a period  of  surprising  and  unexampled  pros- 
perity, which  certainly  must  continue. 

In  Arkansas,  as  in  Illinois,  when  Fort  Sumter 
was  fired  on,  instantly  there  was  a storm  of  excite- 
ment to  “ let  slip  the  dogs  of  war.”  Action  took 
the  place  of  argument.  The  best  men  in  the  com- 
munity, those  who  had  so  long  talked  and  pleaded 
against  war,  closed  their  mouths,  and  with  sore 
hearts  turned  their  eyes  away  from  the  sad  outlook. 
The  young  and  the  inconsiderate  seized  the  power 
to  rule,  and  (though  they  knew  it  not)  to  ruin. 
Bells  were  rung,  drums  were  beaten,  and  fifes  made 
strident  martial  music,  and  people  rushed  into  the 
streets.  Open  air  meetings  for  the  Confederate 
cause  gathered,  and  songs  and  speeches  inflamed 
the  wildest  passions  of  men.  Poor  men  ! they 
little  recked  the  cruel  fate  into  which  they  were 
plunging  their  country — not  only  themselves,  but 
generations  to  come.  A fifer  and  drummer  march- 
ing along  the  streets,  making  harsh  and  discordant 
noises,  were  soon  followed  by  crowds  of  men, 
women  and  children.  Volunteers  were  called  for 
by  embryo  captains,  and  from  these  crowds  were 
soon  recruited  squads  to  be  crystallized  into  armies 
with  heavy  tramp  and  flying  banners— the  noisy 
prologue  to  one  of  the  bloodiest  tragedies  on  which 
time  has  ever  rung  up  the  curtain. 

The  first  official  action  of  the  State  was  that 
authorizing  the  raising  and  equipping  of  seven 
regiments.  These  were  soon  ready  to  report  with 
full  ranks.  Seven  regiments  ! Even  after  the 
war  was  well  on  foot,  men  were  forming  companies 
in  hot  haste,  in  fear  that  before  they  could  reach 
the  field  of  action  the  war  would  be  over.  And 
after  they  were  mustered  in  and  at  their  respective 
rendezvous,  without  uniforms  and  with  sticks  for 
guns,  learning  the  rudiments  of  drill,  they  were 
restless,  troubled  seriously  with  the  fear  that  they 
would  never  see  or  feel  the  glory  of  battle.  The 
youths  of  the  State  had  rushed  to  the  recruiting  sta- 
tions with  the  eager  thoughtlessness  with  which 
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they  would  have  put  down  their  names  for  picnic, 
hunting  or  fishing-  expeditions,  and  the  wild  delights 
of  a season  of  camp  life.  Perhaps  to  some  came 
indistinct  ideas  of  winning  glory  on  the  field  and  a 
triumphant  return  home,  to  be  met  by  the  happy 
smiles  of  a people  saved — when  the  bells  would 
ring  and  flowers  be  strewn  in  the  highway. 

The  seven  regiments  first  authorized  by  the 
military  board  (the  board  consisting  of  the  gov- 
ernor, Col.  Sam  W.  Williams  and  Col.  B.  C.  Tot- 
ten) had  hardly  been  formed  when  more  soldiers 
were  wanted.  Ten  additional  regiments  were 
authorized,  and  of  the  ten  seven  were  recruited 
and  organized.  Fourteen  infantry  regiments  be- 
sides the  cavalry  and  artillery  had  been  a strong 
demand  on  the  people,  but  the  calls  for  men  -were  j 
increased.  By  voluntary  enlistments  twenty-one 
infantry  regiments  were  finally  in  the  field.  In- 
cluding cavalry  and  artillery,  Arkansas  had  about 
| 25,000  volunteer  soldiery. 

Then  came  the  remorseless  conscription.  The 
glamour  of  soldiering  was  now  all  gone.  Ragged, 

! hungry,  wounded  and  worn  with  hard  marches, 
men  had  suffered  the  touch  of  the  hand  of  the 
angel  of  destruction.  The  relentless  conscripting 
went  on.  The  number  of  years  before  old  age 
exempted  was  lengthened,  and  the  age  of  youth 
exempting  was  shortened,  until  as  said  by  Gen. 
Grant,  they  were  “robbing  the  cradle  and  the 
grave”  to  recruit  their  decimated  ranks  in  the 
army. 

There  are  no  records  now-  by  -which  can  be  told 

i 

1 the  number  of  men  Arkansas  had  in  the  Confeder- 
ate army,  but  it  is  supposed  by  those  best  informed 
to  have  had  nearly  40,000.  In  addition  to  this  the 
State  furnished  soldiers  to  the  Union  army.  In 
the  history  of  wars  it  is  doubtful  if  there  is  anything 
to  exceed  this  in  the  heroic  sacrifices  of  any  people. 

The  original  seven  regiments  were  authorized 
as  the  first  exuberant  war  expression  of  the  State. 
They  were  State  troops,  armed  and  equipped  by 
the  State;  but  the  fact  is  that  the  poorest  men  went 
into  the  army  at  their  individual  expense  and  armed 
and  equipped  themselves.  This  was  the  rule — not 
by  men  only  who  were  fighting  for  their  slave 
property,  but  largely  by  men  who  had  never  owned 


or  expected  to  own  a slave.  When  the  Union  army 
under  Gen.  Curtis  was  bearing  down  to  invade  Ar-  | 
kausas,  ten  more  regiments  were  authorized  and 
responded  to  this  call,  and  seven  additional  regi-  , 
meats  were  raised  and  mustered  into  the  State  s 
service. 

A military  board  had  been  provided  for,  con- 
sisting of  three  men,  the  governor  and  two  advis- 
ors, who  had  a general  supervision  in  organizing 
and  equipping  the  army. 

The  first  regiment  raised  in  the  State  is  known 
as  the  Pat  Cleburne  regiment.  Patrick  A.  Cleburne,  ! 
colonel,  was  soon  made  a general,  and  took  his  j 
brigade  east  of  the  Mississippi  River  The  gal- 
lant and  dashing  leader  was  killed  in  the  battle  of 
Franklin,  November  30,  18G4.  At  the  first  call 
to  arms  he  raised  a company  and  named  it  the  Yell 
Rifles,  of  which  he  was  first  captain,  and  on  the 
formation  of  the  first  regiment  he  became  colonel, 
rising  up  and  up  by  rapid  promotions  to  a major- 
generalship. 

The  names  of  Yell  and  Pat  Cleburne  are  en- 
twined closely  in  the  hearts  of  the  people  of  Arkan- 
sas. Yell  was  killed  at  the  bloody  battle  of  Buena 
Yista,  Mexico,  at  the  head  of  his  charging  column. 
The  military  lives  and  deaths  of  the  two  men  were 
much  alike.  Their  names  and  fames  are  secure  in 
history.  There  is  a touch  of  romance  about  Pat 
Cleburne’s  life  in  Arkansas.  A Tipperary  boy,  of 
an  excellent  family,  born  in  1828,  he  had,  when  not 
more  than  sixteen  years  of  age,  joined  the  English 
army,  where  he  was  for  more  than  a year  before  his 
whereabouts  became  known.  His  friends  secured 
his  release  from  the  army,  when  he  at  once  bade 
adieu  to  his  native  land  and  sailed  for  America. 
Stopping  in  1849,  a short  time  in  Cincinnati,  he 
was  for  a while  a drug  clerk.  In  1859  he  came 
to  Helena,  Ark.,  and  engaged  here  also  as  a pre- 
scription clerk,  in  the  meantime  reading  law;  he 
was  made  a licensed  attorney  in  1856.  In  the 
bloody  street  affray  soon  after,  between  Hindman 
and  Dorsey  Rice,  he  was  drawn  into  the  fracas  and  | 
was  shot  through  the  body  byr  a brother  of  Rice’s,  j 
who  came  upon  the  ground  during  the  melfie.  The  j 
latter  noticed  the  encounter,  and  seeing  that  Cle-  I 
burne  stood  at  one  side,  pistol  in  hand,  fired.  On  . 
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turning  to  see  who  had  shot  him.  Cleburne  saw 
James  Marriott,  a brother-in-law  of  Dorsey  Rice, 
with  pistol  in  hand,  and  under  the  mistake  that 
he  was  the  assailant,  shot  him  dead.  Cleburne 
lingered  a long  time  from  his  wound  but  finally 
recovered. 

In  the  yellow  fever  scourge  in  Helena,  in  1855, 
he  was  at  one  time  about  the  only  well  person  re- 
maining to  care  for  the  sick  and  dying.  He  was  a 
j strict  member  of  the  church  and  for  some  years  a 
vestryman  iu  St.  John’s  Episcopal  Church,  Helena. 
He  was  engaged  to  wed  Miss  Tarleton,  of  Mobile, 
when  he  fell  upon  the  battle  held,  and  the  dead 
i soldier  lay  upon  the  ground,  with  his  arms  folded 
! over  his  breast,  as  if  even  in  death  he  would  pro 
tect  the  sacred  tokens  of  love  that  he  wore  next  his 
heart.. 

The  military  board  elected  two  brigadier-gen- 
erals— James  Yell  and  N.  B.  Pierce.  The  latter 
was  sent,  to  Northwestern  Arkansas,  where  was 
l fought  the  first  battle  on  Arkansas  soil — Pea  Ridge, 
or  as  it  is  better  known  in  the  South,  Elkhorn. 
This  was  a severe  engagement,  and  a decisive  one.  ! 

There  is  yet  some  confusion  in  referring  to  the 
respective  numbers  of  the  Arkansas  regiments. 
Gen.  Pierce,  supposing  he  had  full  power,  gave 
numbers  Third,  Fourth  and  Fifth  to  what  the 
board,  the  proper  and  only  authority,  designated 
as  numbers  Second,  Third  and  Fourth.  The  fol- 
lowing shows  the  board’s  numbering  and  names 
of  the  colonels : 

First,  Col.  P.  H.  Cleburne;  Second,  Col. 
Gratiot;  Third,  Col.  Dockery;  Fourth,  Col.  Davis 
Walker ; Fifth,  Col.  D.  C.  Cross;  Sixth,  Col.  Lyon; 
Seventh,  Col.  Shaver;  Eighth,  Col.  W.  K.  Patter- 
son; Ninth,  Col.  John  Roane;  Tenth,  Col.  T.  D. 
Merrick;  Eleventh,  Col.  Jabez  M.  Smith;  Twelfth, 
Col.  E.  W.  Gantt;  Thirteenth,  Col.  J.  C.  Tappan; 
Fourteenth,  Col.  W.  C.  Mitchell,  (never  com- 
pleted); Fifteenth, Col.  Dawson;  Seventeenth  Col. 
G.  W.  Lamar,  Lieut. -Col.  Sam  W.  Williams. 

In  the  scraps  of  records  now  to  be  found  there 
are  mentioned  as  the  different  arms  in  the  Confed 
erato  service  of  Arkansas  men.  in  addition  to  those 
above  given,  the  following:  Light  artillery, 'Hill’s; 
batteries,  Blocher’s,  Brown's,  Etter's,  Hughey's, 


Marshall’s  and  West’s;  cavalry  battalions,  Cliris- 
man’s,  Crawford’s,  Hill’s,  Witherspoon's;  detached 
companies,  Brown’s,  Coarser’s,  Desha’s,  Ranger  s, 
Fitzwilliam's,  Miller’s  and  Palmer’s;  regiments, 
Carroll’s,  Dobbins’,  Newton’s;  infantry,  regiments 
from  one  to  thirty-nine,  inclusive. 

Four  regiments  of  infantry  of  Federal  recruits 
were  raised  in  Arkansas,  the  First  commanded  by 
Col.  M.  La  Rue  Harrison;  the  Fourth  by  Elisha 
Baxter.  . The  First  Arkansas  Light  Artillery  was 
150  strong.  The  Arkansas  Infantry  Brigade  was 
under  command  of  Col.  James  M.  True.  August 
5,  1803,  Adj’t  Gen.  Thomas  made  a trip  to  the 
Southwest  for  the  purpose  of  gathering  in  all  the 
negroes  possible  by  scouting  bands,  and  to  enlist 
the  able  bodied  men.  The  First  Arkansas  Battery 
was  commanded  by  Capt.  Dent  D.  Stark,  and  the 
First  Arkansas  Cavalry  by  Maj.  J.  J.  Johnson. 
The  Second  Arkansas  Cavalry  i3  mentioned. 
Lieut.  -Col.  E.  J.  Searle,  authorized  to  raise  the 
Third  Arkansas  Cavalry,  reported  400  strong. 
The  Fourth  Arkansas  Cavalry  comprised  nine 
companies,  commanded  by  Capt.  W.  A.  Martin. 

The  Second  and  Third  Arkansas  colored  in- 
fantry regiments  are  mentioned,  in  addition  to  the 
Second  and  Third  white  regiments. 

In  the  spring  of  ISO  1 . the  Richmond  govern- 
ment authorized  Col.  T.  B.  Flournoy  to  raise  a reg- 
iment. It  was  collected  in  and  about  Little  Rock 
and  Col.  Fagan  was  elected  commander.  This 
command  went  to  Virginia.  Gen.  Churchill  organ- 
ized the  first  regiment  of  cavalry,  with  rendezvous 
at  Little  Rock.  Gen.  T.  C.  Hindman  organized 
Hindman’s  Legion.  It  consisted  of  infantry  and 
cavalry  and  had  fifteen  companies.  He  took  his 
command  east  of  the  river.  Under  the  direction  of 
the  military  board  Col.  Rosey  Carroll's  regiment 
of  cavalry  was  raised.  The  Second  Arkansas  Reg- 
iment of  Mounted  Infantry  was  mustered  at  Osage 
Springs,  by  Col.  Dandridge  McRea.  James  McTn 
tosh  became  colonel  and  Capt.  H.  H.  Brown,  major. 
J.  P.  Eagle  was  first  lieutenant-colonel  and  after- 
ward colonel.  Col.  McIntosh  was  killed  at  Pea 
Ridge,  but  had  been  promoted  a brigadier-general 
I a few  days  before  his  death. 

The  absence  of  war  archives  from  the  State. 
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(}io  most  of  them  that  were  preserved  until  after 
the  war  being  now  in  Washington,  and  the  pass- 
ing away  of  so  many  of  the  prominent  participants, 
ami  a common  fault  of  human  memory,  make  it 
well-nigh  impossible  to  gather  for  permanent  form 
any  satisfactory  roster  of  the  different  Confederate 
commands  or  the  order  of  their  organization.  No 
Ark  ansan  so  far,  which  is  much  to  be  regretted, 
has  attempted  to  write  a history  of  the  State  in 
the  civil  struggle. 

Gov.  J.  P.  Eagle  happened  to  keep  dupli- 
cates of  certain  reports  he  made  while  in  the  ser- 
vice, and  discovered  them  recently  where  they  had  j 
been  laid  away  and  forgotten  among  old  papers, 
Fortunately  when  he  made  the  reports  the  idea  i 
occurred  to  him  to  keep  a copy  for  himself,  that  ! 
some  day  he  might  look  over  them  and  be  inter* 
ested. 

“ This  is  a list  of  the  killed  and  wounded  in  my 
regiment,”  he  remarked,  “the  Second  Arkansas, 
from  May  8 to  August  31,  1S64,  and  the  other  is  a 
report  of  the  same  from  November  26,  1864,  to 
March  21,  1865.” 

The  Second  Arkansas  at  the  beginning  of  the 
war  was  a mounted  regiment,  commanded  by  Col. 
James  McIntosh.  It  was  dismounted  early  in  the 
conflict.  Col.  McIntosh  was  promoted  to  the  rank 
of  brigadier- general  in  the  spring  of  1862.  He 
led  his  brigade  bravely  into  the  heaviest  lighting 
at  the  battle  of  Elkhorn  (Pea  Ridge),  where  he 
was  killed.  He  was  succeeded  by  Col.  Embry, 
who  was  soon  after  succeeded  by  Col.  Flannagin, 
afterwards  the  “Mar  Governor”  of  Arkansas. 
Flannagin  was  succeeded  by  Col.  James  "William- 
son, who  lost  a leg  at  the  battle  of  Resaca,  Ga., 
May  14,  1864.  Col.  J.  T.  Smith  then  became 
colonel.  He  was  killed  July  28  following,  in  the 
tight  at  Lick  Skillet  Road,  and  J.  P.  Eagle,  now 
governor  of  Arkansas,  became  colonel.  Col.  I 
Eagle  had  been  wounded  at  Moore’s  Mills,  and  at 
the  time  of  his  promotion  was  not  with  the  famous 
regiment.  He  remained  in  command  until  the  i 
regiment  was  consolidated  with  other  regiments 
and  the  whole  formed  into  one  regiment,  with  Col. 
H.  G.  Bunn  commanding.  Gov.  Eagle  1 
lieutenant-colonel  and  George  Wells,  major. 
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The  battle  of  Elkhorn  checked  the  advance  of 
Curtis’  army  into  Arkansas,  and  the  Federals  re- 
mained hovering  in  the  southwest  of  Missouri  and 
northwest  of  Arkansas  for  some  time.  Immedi- 
ately after  the  tight  Yan  Dorn’s  forces  were  with- 
drawn and  taken  east  of  the  Mississippi  to  resist 
the  Federal  advance  down  the  river  to  Vicksburg. 
Gen.  T.  C.  Hindman  returned  and  took  command 
of  the  Confederates  in  Arkansas  and  established 
headquarters  at  Little  Rock  and  slightly  fortified 
the  place. 

Gen.  Curtis  then  moved  with  the  Federal  army 
down  the  valley  of  M'hite  River,  acting  in  con- 
junction with  the  river  fleet,  and  when  he  reached 
Cotton  Plant  a flank  attack  was  made  on  his  army 
and  the  battle  of  Cotton  Plant  was  fought.  The 
Confederates  were  repulsed,  and  Curtis  moved  on 
and  took  possession  of  Helena,  the  Confederates 
retiring.  Northern  and  Northeastern  Arkansas 
were  then  in  the  possession  of  the  Union  army. 
The  Federals  were  in  the  possession  of  the  Missis- 
sippi down  to  a point  just  above  Vicksburg.  The 
Confederates  made  a futile  effort  to  re-capture 
Helena,  July  4,  1803,  but  heavy  rains,  swollen 
streams  and  impassable  roads  thwarted  every 
move. 

June  2,  1862,  Gov.  Rector  issued  the  following: 

“It  being  essential  that  but  one  military  organization 
shall  exist  within  the  Trans-Mississippi  department,  all 
Arkansas  troops  are  hereby  transferred  to  the  Confeder- 
ate service.”  (Signed)  H.  M.  Rector, 

Gov.  & Piest.  Mil.  Board. 

The  authorities  at  Richmond,  as  well  as  in  the 
Trans-Mississippi  district,  were  anxiously  awaiting 
news  of  the  war  steamer,  “Arkansas,”  then  build- 
ing up  the  mouth  of  Red  River.  June  2,  1862, 
she  steamed  out  of  that  river  and  passed  the  fleet 
guarding  the  river  for  the  purpose  of  capturing  the 
rebel  steamer.  The  attempt  and  success  in  run- 
ning the  fiery  gauntlet  was  one  of  the  most  exciting 
scenes  ever  witnessed  on  western  rivers.  Proudly 
the  vessel  kept  on  her  course,  sending  volleys  into 
every  vessel  to  the  right  and  left,  and  at  nearly 
every  turn  of  her  wheels  encountering  new  enemies. 
A Federal  surgeon  of  the  Union  fleet  said  that 
wonderful  trip  of  the  “Arkansas”  reminded  him 
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of  the  Irishman’s  advice  on  going  into  the  “free  I 
tight”  — “wherever  you  see  a head  hit  it.”  The  i 
Confederate  reports  say  two  Federal  gun-boats  | 
were  captured  and  others  disabled. 

August  7,  following,  the  “Arkansas,”  when  five 
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miles  above  Baton  Rouge  on  her  way  down  the 
river,  again  encountered  Federal  gun-boats.  Her 
machinery  being  disabled,  after  she  had  fought 
long  and  well,  her  crew  “blew  her  up,  and  all 
escaped.  ’ ’ 

January  3,  1803  Gen.  J.  M.  Schofield  wrote  to 
Gen.  Curtis,  from  Fayetteville,  Ark.:  ‘'The  oper- 

ations of  the  army  since  I left  it  have  been  a series 
of  blunders,  from  which  it  narrowly  escaped  dis- 
aster * * At  Prairie  Grove  (fought  in  Decem- 

ber, 1802)  Blunt  and  Herron  were  badly  beaten  in 
detail  and  owed  their  escape  to  a false  report  of 
my  arrival  with  re-enforcements.”  It  now  is 
revealed  that  Hindman  did  not  know  the  extent 
of  his  victory,  but  supposed  he  was  about  to  be 
overwhelmed  by  the  enemy.  Thus  the  two  armies 
were  as  secretly  as  possible  running  away  from 
each  other. 

July  13,  1863,  Gen.  E.  Kirby  Smith  wrote  from  j 
Shreveport,  headquarters  of  the  Trans-Mississippi, 
district,  to  Govs.  Thomas  C.  Reynolds,  F.  R.  Lub- 
bock, IT.  Flannagin  and  Thomas  O.  Moore,  calling 
on  these,  as  the  heads  of  their  respective  States,  to 
meet  him  at  Marshall,  Tex.,  August  15,  following: 
“I  have  attempted  to  impartially  survey  the  field 
of  my  labor.  * * I found  on  my  arrival  the 

headquarters  of  Arkansas  district  at  Little 
Rock.  * * Vicksburg  has  fallen.  The  enemy 

possesses  the  key  to  this  department.  * * The 

possession  of  the  Mississippi  River  by  the  enemy 
cuts  off  this  department  from  all  communication 
with  Richmond,  consequently  we  must  be  self- 
sustaining,  and  self-reliant  in  every  respect.  * * 
With  God’s  help  and  yours  I will  cheerfully 
grapple  with  the  difficulties  that  surround  us.”  etc. 

This  was  a gloomy  but  a correct  view  of  the 
situation  west  of  the  Mississippi  River  after  the 
fall  of  Vicksburg. 

On  January  11,  1863,  from  Helena,  Gen.  Fijke 
reported  to  Washington:  “ Found  Gorman  actively  ! 
organizing  expedition  to  go  up  White  River  to 


co-operate  with  Gen.  McClernand  on  Arkansas 
River.  Twenty -five  transports  are  waiting  the 
signal  to  start.” 

From  “Prairie  Landing,  twenty-five  miles  up 
Arkansas,  January  13,  1863,”  Amos  F.  Erio,  sec- 
retary pro  tem  of  Arkansas  and  adjutant- general, 
telegraphed  Staunton:  “ Left  Helena  on  11th,  and 
took  with  me  books  and  papers  of  office  of  military 
government  of  Arkansas.” 

January  14,  1863,  the  Federals  captured  St. 
Charles,  the  Confederates  evacuating  the  day  before. 

January  13,  Gen.  W.  A.  Gorman  occupied 
Devall’s  Bluff,  which  the  Confederates  had  also 
evacuated. 

These  captures  and  evacuations  were  the  pre- 
liminary movements  looking  toward  Little  Rock, 
the  Federals  clearing  out  the  small  outposts,  and 
the  Confederates  gathering  in  their  forces. 

On  August  5,  1863,  Gen.  Frederick  Steele 
“assumed  the  command  of  the  army  to  take  the 
field  from  Helena,  and  advance  upon  Little  Rock.” 

In  his  order  for  movement  mention  is  made  of 
the  following:  First  division — cavalry  under 

command  of  Gen.  J.  W.  Davidson;  Second  division 
— Eighteenth,  Forty- third,  Fifty-fourth,  Sixty- 
first,  One  Hundred  and  Sixth,  and  One  Hundred 
and  Twenty-sixth  regiments,  Illinois  Infantry; 
Twelfth  Michigan,  Twenty-second  Ohio,  Twenty- 
seventh  Wisconsin,  Third  Minnesota,  Fortieth 
Iowa  and  Forty-third  Indiana  Infantry  regiments: 
Third  division — Twenty-ninth,  Thirty-third  and 
Thirty  sixth  Iowa,  Forty-third  Indiana,  Twenty- 
eighth  Wisconsin,  and  Seventy -first  Ohio  Infantry 
regiments;  and  the  Fifth  Kansas.  First  Indiana 
Cavalry,  and  a brigade  under  Col.  Powell  Clayton. 
Four  batteries  of  field  pieces — five  wagons  to  each 
regiment;  160  rounds  of  ammunition,  40  rounds  to 
each  cartridge-box;  400  rounds  to  each  piece  of 
artillery,  and  sixty  days’  rations  for  the  whole 
army,  were  the  supplies  granted  these  forces. 

Gen.  Steele  was  occupied  in  the  expedition 
from  Helena  to  Little  Rock,  from  August  5 to  Sep- 
tember 10.  The  cavalry  under  Gen.  Davidson 
had  to  scour  the  country  to  the  right  and  left  as 
they  made  their  slow  advance.  Twelve  miles  east 
of  Little  Rock,  at  Bayou  Meta  bridge,  was  a heavy 
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skirmish,  indeed,  a regular  battle,  being  the  first 
serious  effort  to  check  the  Federal  advance  upon 
tin*  capital.  Again  there  was  heavy  fighting  six 
miles  east  of  Little  Rock,  at  what  is  now  the 
Brugman  place.  Here  Confederate  Col.  Coffee, 
of  Texas,  was  killed.  This  was  the  last  stand 
made  in  defense  of  the  city,  and  in  a short  time 
Davidson’s  cavalry  appeared  in  Argenta,  and 
trained  their  field  pieces  on  the  city,  and  fired  a 
few  shots,  when  the  place  was  surrendered  by  the 
civil  authorities,  September  10,  1863.  The  Con- 
federates had  evacuated  but  a few  hours  before 
the  Federal  cavalry  were  galloping  through  the 
streets,  and  posting  sentinels  here  and  there. 

There  was  no  confusion,  no  disorder,  and  none 
of  the  usual  crimes  of  war  under  similar  circum- 
stances. In  an  hour  after  Gen.  Steele  was  in 
possession  of  the  city  he  had  it  under  strict  con- 
trol, and  order  prevailed.  Gen.  Reynolds  was  put 
in  command  of  Little  Rock.* 

The  Confederates  wisely  retreated  to  Arkadel- 
pbia.  They  were  pursued  by  the  Federal s as  far 
as  Malvern,  but  no  captures  were  made  and  no  j 
heavy  skirmishing  occurred. 

It  is  said  that  Price  evacuated  Little  Rock  un- 
der the  impression  that  his  force  was  far  inferior 
to  that  of  Gen.  Steele.  Those  who  were  Confeder-  ! 
ate  officers  and  in  Little  Rock  now  believe  that  his  ; 
force  was  equal  at  least  in  numbers  to  Steele’s,  i 


^Abstract  from  consolidated  tri-monthlv  report  of  the 
Army  of  Arkansas,  Maj.-Gen.  Frederick  Steele  command- 
iim,  for  September  10,  1863;  headquarters,  Little  Rock: 
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Gen  Price  had  not  made  a mistake  of  the  comparative 
strength  of  the  two  armies.  The  commissary  inform^ 
me  t hal  on  the  morning  of  the  evacuation  he-issued  8,000 
rations — full  number. 


They  think  that  Price  had  based  his  idea  of  the 
enemy’s  numbers  by  allowing  the  usual  propor- 
tion of  armies  of  infantry  and  artillery  to  cavalry. 
They  believe  also  that  the  Confederates  at  Little 
Rock  at  the  evacuation  had  between  11,000  and 
12,000  men  present — not  the  number  for  duty — 
basing  this  upon  the  number  of  rations  issued 
that  day. 

After  the  occupation  of  Little  Rock  the  Federals 
dominated  all  that  portion  of  the  State  north  and 
east  of  the  Arkansas  River,  and  yet  their  actual 
occupied  posts  were  the  only  grounds  over  which 
Confederate  rangers  were  not  frequently  roving 
with  impunity. 

The  Confederates  exercised  ruling  power  all 
south  and  west  of  the  Ouachita  River,  and  for  quite 
a while  the  territory  between  the  Arkansas  and 
Ouachita  Rivers  was  a kind  of  “No  Man’s  Land” 
so  far  as  the  armies  were  concerned. 

Steele  early  in  1864,  having  been  re-enforced, 
began  to  move  on  Arkadelphia.  Price  retreated  to 
Camden,  where  the  Confederates  had  several  fac- 
tories for  the  manufacture  of  war  materials. 

Price  made  a stand  against  Steele  and  fought 
the  battle  of  Prairie  D’Ann,  but  there  was  noth- 
ing decisive  in  this  engagement,  although  it  was 
a severe  one.  Price  withdrew  and  fell  back  on 
Rondo,  in  the  southwest  corner  of  the  State. 

In  the  meantime  Banks’  expedition  was  as- 
cending Red  River,  the  plan  being  to  catch  Price 
between  Banks  and  Steele,  and  destroy  the  Con- 
federate army.  Price  and  Gen.  Dick  Taylor  did 
not  wait  for  Banks,  but  met  and  overwhelmingly 

O «. 

defeated  him.  Having  defeated  Banks,  they  turned 
and  gave  Steele  battle  at  Jenkins’  Ferry,  and  de- 
feated him.  This  was  the  great  and  decisive  bat- 
tle of  the  Trans-Mississippi  district. 

Steele  retreated  and  fell  back  on  Little  Rock, 
his  superior  generalship  being  shown  in  extricat- 
ing his  badly  crippled  army  and  saving  it  on  the 
withdrawal. 

The  Federal  expeditions  were  well  planned  for 
‘ ‘bagging’  ’ the  whole  Confederate  Trans- Mississippi 
army,  but  the  vicissitudes  of  war  ordained  other- 
wise. Banks’  expedition  and  its  overwhelming  mis- 
fortunes ruined  him  as  a military  man  throughout 
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the  North,  while  the  brilliant  successes  of  Price 
raised  the  hopes  of  the  Confederacy.  Some,  how- 
ever, still  criticise. 

Price  failed  to  follow  up  his  advantage  and 
either  destroy  or  capture  Steele’s  entire  army. 
Had  he  fully  known  the  condition  of  affairs  at 
Richmond  possibly  he  might  have  adopted  that 
course.  The  Federals  were  confined  within  their 
fortified  posts  and  Confederate  bands  were  again 
scouring  over  the  State. 

Price,  losing  no  time,  then  started  on  his  raid 
back  into  Missouri  to  carry  out  his  long  cherished 
hope  of  re-possessing  that  State.  The  history  of 
that  raid  and  the  dissolution  and  end  of  the  Con- 
federacy are  a familiar  part  of  the  country’s 
history. 

Other  wars  than  that  mentioned  have  occupied 
the  attention  of  people  of  this  section,  though 
perhaps  not  to  such  an  extent  as  the  great  civil 
strife.  There  were  not  people  in  Arkansas  to  go 
to  the  War  of  1812,  and  the  State  becomes  con- 
nected with  that  struggle  chiefly  because  Archibald 
Yell,  the  brave  young  hero,  was  at  the  battle  of 
New  Orleans,  and  afterward  became  one  of  the  most 
prominent  citizens  of  Arkansas.  He  was  born  in 
North  Carolina,  in  August,  1797,  and  consequently 
was  but  fifteen  years  of  age  when  the  second  war 
with  England  began.  But  the  lad  then  and  there 
won  the  inalienable  friendship  of  Gen.  Jackson. 

Arkansas  acquired  no  little  fame  in  the  Mexican 
War,  chiefly,  however,  through  the  gallantry  and 
death  of  Gov.  Y’ell,  the  leader  of  the  Arkansas 
forces.  When  troops  were  called  for  in  the  year 
1840,  in  the  war  with  Alexico.  Y’ell  was  a member 
of  Congress.  A regiment  of  cavalry  was  raised 
and  he  was  asked  to  take  the  command,  and  obedi- 
ent to  this  request  he  promptly  resigned  his  seat 
to  assume  leadership.  Albert  Pike  was  a captain 
in  the  regiment. 

At  the  battle  of  Buena  Yista,  on  February  22, 
1847,  Yell  led  his  cavalry  command  in  one  of  the 
most  desperate  charges  in  the  annals  of  war.  In 
his  enthusiasm  he  spurred  on  his  horse  far  in 
advance  of  his  men.  He  was  charging  the  enemy, 
which  outnumbered  his  force  more  than  five  to 
one.  He  reached  the  ranks  of  the  enemy  almost 


alone,  and  raising  himself  in  the  saddle  commenced 
to  slash  right  and  left,  totally  unmindful  that  it 
was  one  against  thousands.  J ust  as  the  foremost  of 
his  men  came  up  he  was  run  through  the  body  and 
killed.  William  A.  L.  Throckmorton,  of  Fayette- 
ville. it  is  agreed,  was  the  first  to  reach  the  side 
and  catch  the  falling  form  of  his  loved  leader.  Air. 
Throckmorton  says  he  saw  the  man  who  gave  the 
fatal  thrust  and  quickly  killed  him,  thus  avenging 
so  far  as  the  wretched  greaser’s  life  could  go  the 
life  of  as  gallant  and  noble  a knight  as  ever  re- 
sponded to  bugle  call.  Ho  was  the  dashing  cava- 
lier, great  in  peace,  superb  in  war.  Leading  his  ; 
trusty  followers  in  any  of  the  walks  of  life,  death  ! 
alone  could  check  him,  nothing  could  conquer  him. 

After  the  war  was  over  the  government  brought 
his  remains  and  delivered  them  to  his  friends  in 
Fayetteville,  his  home,  who  lovingly  deposited  i 
them  beneath  the  cold  white  marble  shaft  which 
speaks  his  fame.  The  burial  ceremony  occurred 
August  8,  1847,  and  a vast  concourse  of  people, 
the  humblest  and  highest  in  the  State,  were  the 
sincere  and  deep  mourners  on  the  occasion. 

Arkansas  won  everlasting  laurels  through  its 
gallant  soldiers  in  the  Alexican  War. 

Omitting  all  reference  to  the  Revolutionary 
War,  there  are  conclusions  to  be  drawn  from  the 
wars  our  countrymen  have  been  engaged  in  since 
the  days  when  Gen.  Jackson  was  the  national  hero. 

None  of  these  were  significant  enough  to  be  used 
by  the  philosophic  historian  from  which  to  draw 
conclusions  as  to  the  character  of  modern  or 
contemporary  Americans  as  warriors,  or  their  dis- 
tinguishing characteristics  as  a warlike  nation. 

The  late  Civil  War,  however,  furnishes  a wide  and 
ample  field  for  such  investigation.  An  impartial 
view  of  the  late  struggle  presents  first  of  all  this 
remarkable  fact.  In  by  far  the  longest  and  great- 
est war  of  modern  times,  neither  side  has  given 
the  age  a great  captain,  as  some  call  greatness, 
though  one  furnished  Grant,  the  other,  Lee,  both 
men  without  a superior;  whilst  in  the  ranks  and  j 
among  the  sub-commands,  no  battles  in  history 
are  at  all  comparable  for  excellence  and  superior 
soldiership  to  those  of  the  great  Civil  War.  On 
both  sides  there  were  any  number  of  great  field  I 
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commanders,  as  great  as  ever  drew  a sword.  But 
they  received  orders,  did  not  give  them,  and  in 
the  execution  of  orders  never  were  excelled.  Lee, 
Grant,  Jackson,  Sherman,  Hancock,  Johnston. 
Sheridan  and  hundreds  of  others  on  both  sides,  to 
the  humblest  in  the  ranks,  were  immortal  types  of 
the  soldier  in  the  lield.  These  men  were  like 
Napoleon’s  marshals — given  a command  or  order 
they  would  risk  life  itself  to  execute  it.  But  on 
neither  side  was  there  the  least  exhibition  of  the 
qualities  of  a Napoleon  or  Yon  Moltke. 

Napoleon  was  his  own  secretary  of  war,  gov- 
ernment, cabinet,  and  commander  in  the  field,  and 
for  this  very  reason,  he  was  Yon  Moltke’ s inferior 
as  a great  commander,  whose  genius  saw  the  weak 
point,  the  point  of  victory  on  the  map  of  the 
enemy’s  country,  and  struck  it  with  a quick  and 
decisive  blow. 

Our  Civil  War  and  the  Franco- German  AA’ar 
were  closely  together  in  time.  War  was  hardly  over 
in  America  when  it  commenced  in  Europe.  Any 
student  of  German  history  who  has  studied  the 
German-Prussian  war,  can  not  but  know  that  ATon 
Moltke  was  the  pre-eminent  captain  in  all  the  his- 
tories of  wars.  Had  AVashington  or  Richmond  had 
his  peer  at  the  commencement  of  our  strusrMe,  the 
high  probabilities  are  that  the  war  would  have 
been  over  before  the  first  twelve  months  had  ex- 
pired. 

In  war,  it  is  a fact,  that  it  is  the  strategy  be- 
fore the  armies  meet  in  battle  array  which  decides 
the  struggle.  It  is  only  thus  that  one  man  can 


become  more  powerful  than  a million  with  guns  in 
their  hands.  It  is  in  this  sense — this  application 
of  the  science  of  modern  warfare,  that  a com- 
mander wins  battles  and  decides  victories.  He 
conquers  enemies,  not  by  drawing  his  sword,  but, 
studying  his  maps  in  his  quiet  den  when  others 
sleep,  he  directs  the  movements  of  his  armies  and 
leaves  the  details  of  the  actual  fight  to  others.  He 
is  indifferent  to  the  actual  fighting  part  of  it.  be- 
cause he  has- settled  all  that  long  beforehand  by 
his  orders. 

In  all  actual  battles,  as  was  testified  by  the 
Federal  commanders  before  Congress  about  the 
battle  of  Gettysburg,  if  victory  is  not  organized 
beforehand,  all  is  chance,  uncertainty,  and  both 
armies  are  little  elsethau  headless  mobs — ignorant 
of  whether  they  are  whipping  or  being  whipped. 
The  field  commander  may  save  the  day  and  turn 
the  tide  and  gain  a victory,  but  what  is  it  after  all, 
— so  many  men  killed  and.  captured  on  either  side, 
and  then  recruited  up,  and  rested  a little,  only  to 
repeat  the  bloody  carnage  again  and  again. 

Let  it  be  assumed  that  the  absence  of  great  mil- 
itary genius  on  both  sides  is  the  highest  compli- 
ment that  can  be  paid  to  American  civilization.  AArar 
is  barbarism.  The  higher  civilization  will  eradi- 
cate all  practical  knowledge  of  the  brutality  of 
warfare  from  men’s  minds.  Then  there  will  be 
no  wars,  save  that  of  truth  upon  the  false — intelli- 
gence upon  ignorance  How  grandly  divine  will 
be,  not  only  the  great  leaders  in  this  holy  struggle 
for  victory,  but  the  humblest  of  all  privates! 
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SBjAEPTXR.  X. 

Public  Enterprises — Tiie  Real  Estate  Bank  of  Arkansas— State  Roads  and  other  Highways— 
The  Military  Roads— Navigation  Within  the  State  from  the  Earliest  Times  to  the 
Present— Decadence  of  State  Navigation— Steamboat  Racing— Accidents  to 
Boats — The  Rise  and  Growth  of  tiie  Railroad  Systems— A Sketch 
of  tiie  Different  Lines— Other  Important  Considerations. 


From  the  blessings  they  bestow 

Our  times  are  dated,  and  our  eras  move. — Prior. 
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. first  session  of  the  new 

State  legislature,  among 
other  acts,  incorporated  the 
State  Bank,  and  as  if  fur- 
ther determined  to  show 
that  the  legislature  was  at 
least  in  the  front  in  those 
days  of  wild  cat  bank  enterprises, 
proceeded  to  make  money  cheap 
and  all  rich  by  incorporating  the 
celebrated  Real  Estate  Bank  of 
Arkansas.  Already  John  Law's 
Mississippi  bubble  had  been  for- 
-the  old  continental  money 
and  the  many  other  distressing 
instances  of  those  cruel  but  fas- 
ciuating  fictions  of  attempts  to 
make  credits  wealth.  No  statesman  in  the  world’s 
history  has  ever  yet  made  an  approach  to  the 
accomplishment  of  such  an  impossibility,  and  >till 
nearly  all  financial  legislation  is  founded  upon 
this  basic  idea.  State  and  national  banks  have 
been  the  alluring  will-o  -the -wisps  in  this  per- 
sistent folly.  All  experience  teaches  that  the 
government  that  becomes  a money-changer  spoil 
becomes  the  powerful  robber,  and  the  places  of 
just  rulers  are  filled  with  tax  bandits — there  the 


,^31,  got  ten- 


lordly  rulers  are  banditti,  and  the  people  the  most 
■ wretched  of  slaves. 

The  State  Bank  was,  as  were  all  such  institu- 
j tions  of  that  day  in  any  of  the  States,  demoraliz- 
j ing  in  the  financial  affairs  of  the  people,  encourag- 
ing extravagance  and  debt,  and  deceiving  men  with 
I the  appearances  of  wealth  to  their  ultimate  ruin. 

The  Real  Estate  Bank,  as  its  name  indicates, 

I was  for  the  purpose  of  loaning  money  on  real 
{ estate  security.  Up  to  that  time  the  American 
! farmer  had  not  learned  to  base  his  efforts  upon  any- 
! thing  except  his  labor.  To  produce  something  and 
sell  it  was  the  whole  horizon  of  his  financial  educa- 
. tion.  If.  while  his  crop  was  maturing,  he  needed 
; subsistence  he  went  to  liis  merchant  and  bought 
the  fewest  possible  necessities  on  credit.  It  was 
an  evil  hour  when  he  was  tempted  to  become  a 
speculator.  Yet  there  were  some  instances  in 
which  the  loans  on  real  estate  resulted  in  enabling: 
men  to  make  finely  improved  cotton  plantations. 
But  the  rule  was  to  get  people  in  debt  and  at  the 
same  time  exhaust  the  cash  in  the  bank.  The 
bank  could  collect  no  money,  and  the  real  estate 
owner  was  struggling  under  mortgages  he  could 
not  pay.  Both  lender  and  borrower  were  sufferers, 
and  the  double  infliction  was  upon  them  of  a public 
and  individual  indebtedness.  The  Real  Estate 
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Rank  made  an  assignment  in  1842,  and  for  years 
was  tlie  source  of  much  litigation.  It  practically 
ceased  to  do  business  years  before  it  had  its  doors 
closed  and  was  wound  up,  and  the  titles  to  such 
lands  as  it  had  become  the  possessor  of  passed  to 
the  State. 

The  old  State  Bank  building,  in  front  of  the 
State  house,  is  the  only  reminder  of  the  institution 
which  promised  so  much  and  did  so  little  for  the 
public.  The  old  building  is  after  the  style  of  all 
such  buildings — a low,  two-story  brick  or  stone, 
with  huge  Corinthian  columns  in  front,  having 
stone  steps  to  ascend  to  the  first  floor.  Similar 
structures  can  be  found  in  Illinois  Missouri  and 
all  the  Western  and  Southern  States.  The  one  in 
Little  Rock  is  unsightly  and  gloomy  and  does  little 
else  but  cumber  the  ground.  It  is  in  the  way,  ow- 
ing to  a difficulty  in  the  title,  of  such  a modern 
and  elegant  building  as  would  be  in  keeping  with 
the  rapidly  advancing  and  beautiful  “City  of 
Roses.” 

Roads  and  highways  have  always  occupied  pub- 
lic consideration.  Being  so  crossed  with  rivers 
passing  from  the  west  toward  the  Mississippi 
River,  the  early  settlers  all  over  the  confines  of  this 
State  passed  up  the  streams  and  for  some  time 
used  these  as  the  only  needed  highways.  In  the 
course  of  time  they  began  to  have  bridle-paths 
crossing  from  settlement  to  settlement. 

The  United  States  military  road  from  Western 
Missouri  passed  through  Arkansas  and  led  on  to 
Shreveport,  La.  This  extended  through  East- 
ern Arkansas,  and  Arkansas  Post  was  an  import- 
ant point  on  the  route.  It  was  surveyed  and 
partially  cut  out  early  in  the  nineteenth  century. 
A monthly  mail  proceeded  over  the  route  on  horse- 
back, the  mail  rider  generally  being  able  to  carry 
the  mail  in  his  pocket. 

A trail  at  first  was  the  road  from  the  mouth  of 
the  Wh  ite  River  to  Arkansas  Post.  This  portage 
soon  became  a highway,  as  much  of  the  business 
and  travel  for  the  Post  was  landed  at  the  mouth  of 
W hite  River  and  transported  across  to  the  Red 
River. 

In  1821  Con  gress  authorized  the  survey  and 
opening  of  a public  highway  from  Memphis,  via 


Little  Rock,  to  Fort  Smith.  The  work  was  com- 
pleted in  1823.  This  was  the  first  highway  of 
any  importance  in  the  Territory.  The  other  routes 
mentioned  above  were  nothing  more  than  trails,  or 
bridle-paths.  A weekly  mail  between  Little  Rock 
and  Memphis  was  established  in  1829. 

In  1S32  a government  road  leading  on  a di- 
rect line  from  Little  Rock  to  Batesville  was  cut 
out,  and  the  Indians  removed  from  Georgia  were 
brought  by  water  to  the  capital  and  taken  over 
this  road.  At  that  time  it  was  the  best  public 
course  as  well  as  the  longest  in  the  State,  and  be- 
came in  time  the  main  traveled  road  from  the 
northern  part  of  the  State  to  its  center. 

Arkansas  was  settled  sparsely  along  the  Missis- 
sippi River  some  years  before  Fulton  invented  the 
steamboat.  The  first  steamboat  ever  upon  western 
waters  passed  down  that  river  in  the  latter  paid 
of  1S11 — the  “Orleans,”  Capt.  Roosevelt. 

The  Indians  had  their  light  cedar  bark  canoes, 
and  were  remarkably  expert  in  handling  them. 
These  were  so  light  that  the  squaws  could  carry 
them  on  their  backs,  and  in  their  expeditions  in 
ascending  the  streams  frequently  saved  much  time 
by  traveling  across  the  great  bends  of  the  river 
and  carrying  their  conveyances.  Of  course  in  going 
with  the  current,  they  kept  the  stream,  skimming 
over  the  waters  with  great  speed.  At  one  time  the 
migratory  Indians  at  stated  seasons  followed  the 
buffalo  from  the  Dakotas  to  the  Gulf,  the  buffalo 
remaining  near,  and  the  Indians  on  the  streams. 
The  latter  could  thus  out-travel  the  immense 
herds  and  at  certain  points  make  forays  upon 
them  and  so  keep  an  abundant  supply  of  meat. 
The  buffalo  had  the  curious  habit  of  indulging 
in  long  stops  when  they  came  to  a large  river  in 
their  course,  as  if  dreading  to  take  to  the  water 
and  swim  across.  They  would  gather  on  the  bank 
of  the  river  at  the  selected  crossing- place,  and 
after  having  devoured  everything  near  at  hand 
and  hunger  began  to  pinch,  would  collect  into  a 
close  circle  and  begin  to  move,  circling  round 
and  round,  the  inside  ones  ever  crowding  the  out- 
side ones  close]'  and  closer  to  the  water.  This 
continued  until  some  one,  crowded  into  the' deep 
water,  had  to  make  the  plunge,  when  all  followed. 


. 


4 


These  animals  when  attacked  by  other  animals, 
or  when  danger  threatened,  formed  in  a compact  ! 
circle,  with  the  cows  and  calves  on  the  inside  and 
t}ie  bulls  on  the  outer  ring.  In  this  battle  array  j 
there  was  nothing  in  the  lino  of  beasts  that  dared  ! 
molest  them. 

The  white  man  came  and  to  the  canoe  he  added  j 
the  skiff,  the  pirogue,  the  raft,  the  keel  boat  and  ! 
the  flat  boat.  The  raft  never  made  but  one  trip  ; 
and  that  was  down  stream  always,  and  when  its  j 
destination  was  reached  it  was  sold  to  be  converted  j 
into  lumber.  Other  water  crafts  could  be  hauled 
back  by  long  tow  lines,  men  walking  on  the  banks  • 
and  pulling  them  up  stream.  There  are  those  now 
living  who  can  remember  when  this  was  the  only 
mode  of  river  navigation.  The  younger  people  of 
this  generation  can  form  no  adequate  idea  of  the 
severity  of  the  toil  and  the  suffering  necessarily  in- 
volved iu  the  long  trips  then  made  by  these  hardy 
pioneers.  If  the  people  of  to-day  were  compelled 
to  procure  the  simple  commodities  of  life  at  such 
hard  sacrifices,  by  such  endurance,  they  would  do 
without  them,  and  go  back  to  fig  leaves  and  nuts 
and  roots  for  subsistence. 

When  Fulton  and  Livingston  had  successfully 
navigated  their  boat  from  Pittsburg  to  New  Or- 
leans. they  made  the  claim  of  a sort  of  royal  patent 
to  the  exclusive  navigation  of  the  Mississippi  River 
and  its  tributaries.  This  claim  was  put  forth  in 
perfect  good  faith  and  it  was  a new  question  as 
well  as  a serious  one  for  the  courts,  when  these 
claimants  arrested  Captain  Shreve  upon  his  arrival 
in  New  Orleans  with  his  boat,  and  carried  him  be- 
fore the  court  to  answer  in  damages  for  navi- 
gating bv  steam  the  river  that  belonged  to  them 
as  the  first  steam  navigators.  This  curious  inci- 
dent indicates  how  little  even  the  inventor  of  the 
steamboat  appreciated  of  what  vast  importance  to 
civilization  his  noble  invention  really  was.  To 
him  and  his  friend  it  was  but  a small  personal 
right  or  perquisite — a licensed  monopoly,  out  of 
which  they  could  make  a few  dollars,  and  when 
they  passed  awav  probably  the  invention  too  would 
die  and  bo  forgotten.  How  infinitely  greater  had 
the  noble,  immortal  originator  buikled  titan  he 
knew!  The  revolving  paddles  of  the  steamboat 


were  but  the  wheels  now  whirling  so  rapidly  be- 
neath the  flying  railroad  trains  over  the  civilized 
world.  From  this  strange,  rude  craft,  the  “Or- 
leans,” have  evolved  the  great  steamships,  iron-clad 
war  vessels,  and  the  palatial  steamboats  plying  the 
inland  waters  wherever  man’s  wants  or  luxuries 
are  to  be  supplied.  The  genius  and  glory  of  such 
men  as  Fulton  belong  to  no  age,  much  less  to 
themselves — they  and  theirs  are  a part  of  the  world, 
for  all  time.' 

In  1812  Jacob  Barkman  opened  up  a river 
trade  between  Arkadelphia  and  New  Oxleans,  car- 
rying his  first  freights  in  a pirogue.  It  took  six 
months  to  make  a round  trip.  He  conveyed  to  New 
Orleans  bear  skins  and  oil,  pelts,  and  tallow  se- 
cured from  wild  cattle,  of  which  there  were  a great 
many;  these  animals  had  originally  been  brought 
to  the  country  by  the  Spaniards  and  French,  and 
had  strayed  away,  and  increased  into  great  herds, 
being  as  wild  and  nearly  as  fleet  as  the  deer.  He 
brought  back  sugar,  coffee,  powder,  lead,  flints, 
copperas,  camphor,  cotton  and  wool  cards,  etc. , 
and  soon  after  embarking  was  able  to  own  his 
negro  crews.  He  purchased  the  steamboat 1 ‘ Dime  ’ ’ 
and  became  one  of  the  most  extensive  and  enter- 
prising men  in  the  State.  With  his  boat  he  ascended 
rivers,  and  purchased  the  cotton,  owning  his  cargo, 
for  a return  trip. 

In  1819,  James  Miller,  the  first  governor  of  the 
Territory,  and  a military  suite  of  twenty  persons, 
embarked  at  Pittsburg  in  the  United  States  keel- 
boat,  “ Arkansas,  ” for  Arkansas  Post.  The  trip 
occupied  seventy  days,  reaching  the  point  of  desti- 
nation January  1,  1S20.  It  was  difficult  to  tell 
which  excited  the  greatest  curiosity  among  the 
natives — the  new  governor  or  the  keel-boat. 

The  flood-tide  of  western  river  navigation 
reached  its  highest  wave  soon  after  the  close  of  the 
late  war.  The  Mississippi  River  and  tributaries 
were  crowded  with  craft,  and  the  wharves  of  cities 
and  towns  along  the  banks  were  lined  with  some 
of  the  finest  boats  ever  built,  all  freighted  to  the 
water’s  edge  and  crowded  with  passengers.  Build- 
ers vied  with  each  other  in  turning  out  the  most 
magnificent  floaters,  fitted  with  every  elegance  and 
luxury  money  could  procure.  The  main  point  after 
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elegance,  in  which  they  rivaled  most,  was  the  speed 
of  their  respective  craft.  From  the  close  of  the 
war  to  1S70,  steamboating  was  the  overshadowing 
business  on  western  waters.  Of  the  boats  of  this 
era,  some  will  go  into  history,  noted  for  their 
flectness,  but  unlike  the  fleet  horses  of  history ,- 
they  could  not  leave  their  strain  in  immortal  de- 
scendants, rivaling  their  celebrated  feats.  Racing 
between  boats  that  happened  to  come  together  on 
the  river  was  common,  and  sometimes  reckless 
and  dangerous,  as  well  as  exciting.  Occasionally 
a couple  of  “tubs,”  as  the  boys  called  a slow 
boat,  engaged  in  a race  and  away  they  would  go, 
running  for  hours  side  by  side,  the  stokers  all 
the  time  piling  in  the  most  inflammable  material 
they  could  lay  hands  on,  especially  pine  knots  and 
fat  bacon,  until  the  eager  flames  poured  out 
of  the  long  chimney  tops;  and  it  was  often  told 
that  the  captain,  rather  than  fall  behind  in  the 
race,  would  seat  a darkey  on  the  end  of  the  lever 
of  the  safety  valve,  and  at  the  same  time  scream 
at  the  stokers  to  pile  on  the  bacon,  pine  knots,  oil, 
anything  to  make  steam.  Roustabouts,  officers, 
crew  and  passengers  were  all  as  wildly  excited  as 
the  captain,  and  as  utterly  regardless  of  dangers. 
From  such  recklessness  accidents  of  course  did  hap- 
pen, but  it  is  wonderful  there  were  so  few. 

Not  infrequently  commanders  would  regularly 
engage  beforehand  for  a race  of  their  boats;  fixing 
the  day  ami  time  and  as  regularly  preparing  their 
vessels  as  a jockey  trains  and  grooms  his  race-horse. 
The  two  most  noted  contests  of  this  kind  on  the 
Mississippi  River  were,  first,  in  the  early  times, 
between  the  ‘ ‘ Shotwell  ’ ’ and  ‘ ‘ Eclipse,  ’ ’ from 
Louisville  to  New  Orleans.  The  next  and  greatest 
of  all  was  just  at  the  time  of  the  commencement  of 
the  decline  in  steamboating,  between  the  steamers 
“Robert  E.  Lee”  and  “Natchez,”  from  New  Or- 
leans to  St.  Louis.  The  speed,  the  handling  of 
these  boats,  the  record  they  made,  have  never  been 
equaled  and  probably  never  will  be,  unless  steam- 
boating  is  revived  by  some  new  invention.  The 
race  last  mentioned  took  place  in  1868. 

Fearful  steamboat  calamities,  from  explosions 
and  from  fires,  like  the  awful  railroad  accident^ 
have  marked  the  era  of  steam  navigation. 


The  most  disastrous  in  history  occurred  in  1805, 
in  the  loss  of  the  “ Sultana,”  on  the  Mississippi,  a 
fewT  miles  above  Memphis,  a part  of  the  navigable 
waters  of  Arkansas.  The  boat  was  on  her  way  up 
stream  from  New  Orleans  laden  principally  with 
soldiers,  some  of  them  with  their  families,  and 
several  citizens  as  passengers.  There  were  2,350 
passengers  and  crew  on  the  vessel.  A little  after 
midnight  the  sudden  and  awful  explosion  of  the 
boilers  came,  literally  tearing  the  boat  to  pieces, 
after  which  the  wreck  took  fire.  O'er  2,000  peo- 
ple perished. 

The  early  decline  of  the  steamboat  industry 
! kept  even  pace  with  the  building  of  railroads  over 
I the  country.  Main  lines  of  railroads  were  soon 
I built,  the  streams  being  used  as  natural  road  beds 
through  the  rock  hills  and  mountains.  In  passing 
over  the  country  in  trains  one  will  now  often  see 
the  flowing  river  close  to  the  railroad  track  on  one 
| hand,  when  from  the  opposite  window  the  high 
rock  mountain  wall  may  almost  be  touched.  Then, 
too,  the  large  towns  were  along  the  navigable  riv- 
j ers,  lakes  and  ocean.  The  sage  conclusion  of  the 
; philosopher  when  he  went  out  to  look  at  the  world, 
j and  was  impressed  with  the  curious  coincidence 
that  the  rivers  ran  so  close  by  the  big  towns,  is  a 
trite  one:  A great  convenience  to  those  wyho  used 
water. 

The  first  railroad  built  in  Arkansas  was  the 
Memphis  & Little  Rock  Railroad.  Work  was  com- 
menced w'ith  the  intention  of  first  constructing  it 
from  Little  Rock  to  Devall's  Bluff,  on  White 
River,  whence  passengers  might  proceed  by  boat 
i to  Memphis.  It  was  started  at  both  ends  of  tire 
! line  and  finished  in  1S59,  the  next  year  being 
extended  to  St.  Francis  River,  and  then  in  I860 
completed  to  the  river  opposite  Memphis.  When 
the  Federal  army  took  possession  of  the  Mississippi 
River,  and  their  forces  began  to  possess  the  north- 
eastern portion  of  the  State,  the  Confederates  as 
they  retired  toward  Little  Rock  destroyed  the  road 
and  burned  the  bridges.  Indeed,  when  the  war 
ended  in  1865,  Arkansas  was  without  a mile  of 
railroad.  Soon  after  the  war  closed  the  road  was 
rebuilt  and  put  in  operation,  and  for  some  time 
was  the  only  one  in  the  State. 
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Tlie  next  was  the  old  Cairo  & Fulton  Railroad, 
now  the  St.  Louis,  Iron  Mountain  & Southern 
Road.  It  was  organized  in  .1853,  and  in  1854—55 
obtained  a large  Congressional  land  grant  in  aid 
of  the  enterprise,  and  built  lirst  from  Fulton  to 
Beebe,  in  1872;  it  was  completed  to  Texarkana 
in  1S73,  and  soon  came  to  bo  the  most  important 
line  in  the  State.  The  Camden  branch,  from  Gor- 
don to  Camden,  was  completed  in  1 882.  The  Mem- 
phis branch,  from  Bald  Knob  to  Memphis,  ninety- 
three  miles,  was  finished  and  the  first  passenger 
train  passed  over  the  line  May  10,  1888.  The 
branch  from  Newport  to  Cushman,  a distance  of 
forty-six  miles,  was  built  in  1882.  The  Helena 
branch,  from  Noble  to  Helena,  140  miles,  was  com- 
pleted in  1S82. 

The  main  line  of  the  St,  Louis  & Iron  Moun- 
tain Railroad  enters  the  State  on  the  north,  at 
Moark  (combination  for  Missouri  and  Arkansas), 
and  passes  out  at  Texarkana  (combination  for 
Arkansas  and  Texas).  The  distance  between  these 
two  points  is  305  miles. 

The  first  section  of  the  St.  Louis,  Arkansas  & 
Texas  Railroad,  from  Clarendon  to  Jonesboro,  was 
built  in  18S2,  and  the  next  year  completed  to  Tex- 
arkana. It  was  built  as  a narrow  gauge  and  made 
a standard  gauge  in  18S6.  Its  northern  terminus 
for  some  time  was  Cairo,  where  it  made  its  St. 
Louis  connection  over  the  St.  Louis  & Cairo  Nar- 
row Gauge  Road,  now  a standard,  and  a part  of  the 
Mobile  & Ohio  system.  The  Magnolia  branch  of 
this  road  runs  from  McNeal  to  Magnolia,  about 
twenty  miles,  and  was  built  in  1SS5.  The  Althei- 
mer  branch,  from  Altheimer  to  Little  Rock,  was 
constructed  aud  commenced  operation  in  1SS8. 
The  main  line  of  this  road  enters  the  State  from 
the  north  in  Clay  County,  on  the  St.  Francis  River, 
penetrating  into  Texas  at  Texarkana. 

The  Little  Rock,  Mississippi  River  & Texas 
Railroad,  now  in  course  of  construction,  is  a much 
needed  road  from  Little  Rock  to  Bine  Bluff,  on  to 
'Warren  and  Mississippi,  and  will  form  an  important 
outlet  for  Arkansas  toward  the  Gulf.  This  was 
built  from  Arkansas  City  to  Bine  Bluff,  and  then 
completed  to  Little  Rock  in  1880.  „ 

The  Bine  Bluff  & Swan  Lake  Railroad  was 
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built  in  1885.  It  is  twenty-six  miles  long,  and 
runs  between  the  points  indicated  by  its  name. 

The  Arkansas  Midland  Railroad,  from  Helena 
to  Clarendon,  was  built  as  a narrow  gauge  and 
changed  to  a standard  road  in  1S86. 

The  Batesville  & Brinkley  Railroad  is  laid  as 

far  as  Jacksonport.  It  was  changed  in  1888  to  a 

standard  gauge,  and  is  now  in  course  of  construe- 
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tion  on  to  Batesville. 

The  Kansas  City,  Fort  Scott  & Memphis  Rail- 
road enters  the  State  at  Mammoth  Spring,  and 
runs  to  West  Memphis.  Its  original  name  was 
Kansas  City,  Springfield  & Memphis  Railroad.  It 
now  is  a main  line  from  Kansas  City  to  Birming- 
ham, Ala. 

Work*  was  commenced  on  the  Little  Rock  & 
Fort  Smith  Railroad  in  1871  at  Little  Rock,  and 
built  to  Ozark;  later  it  was  finished  to  Yan  Buren, 
there  using  a transfer,  and  was  completed  to  Fort 
Smith. 

The  Hot  Springs  Railroad,  from  Malvern,  on  the 
main  line  of  the  Iron  Mountain  Railroad,  to  Hot 
Springs,  was  built  and  is  owned  by  “Diamond 
Joe”  Reynolds.  Operations  were  commenced  in 
1874. 

The  line  of  the  St.  Louis  & San  Francisco  Rail- 
road passes  near  the  west  line  of  Arkansas  adjacent 
to  Fort  Smith.  There  is  a branch  road  of  this 
line  from  Jensen  to  Mansfield,  sixteen  miles  long. 

O 

It  looks  a little  as  though  the  sponsor  for  the 
name  of  the  Ultima  Thule,  Arkadelphia  & Missis- 
sippi Railroad  intended  to  use  the  name  for  a main 
track  through  the  State.  It  was  built  in  1SS7  for 
the  use  of  the  Arkadelphia  Lumber  Company. 
Eureka  Springs  branch  runs  from  Seligman  to  Eu- 
reka Springs.  Another  branch  goes  from  Rogers 
to  Bentonville.  Still  another,  extending  from  Fay- 
etteville to  St.  Paul,  is  thirty-five  miles  in  length. 
The  branch  from  Fayetteville  is  now  in  course  of 
building. 

The  Russellville  & Dardanelle  Railroad  is  four 
miles  long,  extending  from  the  south  bank  of  the 
Arkansas  River  to  Russellville. 

The  Southwestern,  Arkansas  <fe  Indian  Terri- 
tory Railroad  indicates  that  there  is  nothing  in  a 
name,  as  this  road  is  but  twentv-seven  miles  lonrr. 
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running  from  Southland  to  Okolona  on  the  west, 
and  also  extending  east  from  the  main  line. 

A line  is  being  surveyed  and  steps  actively 
taken  to  build  a road  from  Kansas  City  to  Little 
Hock,  which  is  to  cross  the  Boston  Mountains  near 
the  head  waters  of  White  River. 

Several  other  important  lines  are  at  this  time 


making  preparations  to  build  in  the  near  future. 
Charters  for  nearly  100  routes  in  the  State  have 
been  secured  since  1885.  There  is  not  only  plenty 
of  room,  but  a great  necessity  for  yet  hundreds  of 
miles  of  new  roads  here.  They  will  greatly  facili- 
tate the  development  of  the  immense  resources  of 
this  favored  locality. 


dllfffll  II. 


The  Counties  of  the  State— Their  Formation  and  Changes  of  Boundary  Lines,  etc.— Their 
County  Seats  and  other  Items  of  Interest  Concerning  Them— Defunct  Counties— New 
Counties — Population  of  all  the  Counties  of  the  State  at  every  General  Census. 
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Not  chaos-like,  together  crush’d  and  bruised; 

But  as  the  world,  harmoniously  confused; 

Where  order  in  variety  we  see, 

And  where,  though  all  things  differ,  they  agree. — Pope. 


many,  no  more 
subject  in  the 
history  of  the  State  can  be 
presented  than  that  refer- 
ring to  the  name,  organiza- 
tion, etc.,  of  each  county 
within  its  limits.  Careful 
research  has  brought  forth  the  fol- 
lowing facts  presented  in  a concise, 
but  accurate  manner: 

Arkansas  County  was  formed 
December  13,  1813.  As  the  hrst. 
municipal  formation  within  the 
boundary  of  the  State,  in  Lower  Mis- 
souri Territory,  it  was  hrst  a parish 
under  Spanish  rule  and  then  under 
French.  October  23,  1821,  a paid 
of  Phillips  County  was  added  to  it;  the  line  be- 
tween Pulaski  and  Arkansas  was  changed  October 
•il>,  1823;  Quapaw  Purchase  divided  between  Ar- 


kansas and  Pulaski  October  13,  1827;  line  between 
Arkansas  and  Phillips  denned  November  21,  1829; 
boundaries  defined  November  7,  1836.  County 
seat,  De  Witt;  first  county  seat,  Arkansas — oppo- 
site Arkansas  Post. 

Ashley,  formed  November  30,  184S,  named  for 
Hon.  Chester  Ashley,  who  died  a United  States 
Senator;  line  between  Chicot  changed  January  19, 
1801.  County  seat,  Hamburg. 

Baxter,  March  24,  1873;  1 ine  between  Izard  and 
Fulton  defined  October  16,  1875 ; liue  between 
Marion  changed  March  9.  1881.  County  seat, 
Mountain  Home. 

Benton,  September  30,  1836,  named  in  honor 
of  Hon.  Thomas  H.  Benton.  County  seat,  .Ben- 
tonville. 

Boone,  April  9,  1S69  ; named  for  Daniel 

Boone;  line  between  Marion  defined  December  9. 
1875.  Ha  rrison,  county  seat. 

Bradley,  December  IS,  1840;  part  of  Calhoun 
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attached  October  19,  1802;  part  restored  to  Ashley 
County  January  1,  1859.  Warren,  county  seat. 

Calhoun,  December  0,  1850;  named  for  John 
C.  Calhoun;  part  added  to  Union  and  Bradley 
November  19,  1862.  County  seat,  Hampton. 

Carroll,  November  1,  1833;  named  in  honor  of 
the  signer  of  the  declaration;  boundary  defined 
December  14,  1838;  line  between  Madison  defined 
January,  11,  1843,  and  again  January  20,  1843; 
line  between  Marion  defined  December  18,  1840; 
line  between  Madison  defined  December  29,  1854, 
and  again  January  10,  1857;  part  of  Madison 
attached  April  8,  1809.  Berryville,  county  seat. 

Chicot,  October  25,  1823;  boundary  defined 
November  2,  1835;  part  attached'to  Drew  Decem- 
ber 21,  1846;  line  between  Ashley  changed 

January  19,  1861 ; line  between  Drew  changed 
November  30,  1S75;  line  changed  between  Desha 
February  10,  1879.  Lake  Tillage,  county  seat. 

Clark,  December  15.  1818,  while  Lower  Mis- 
souri Territory;  named  in  honor  of  Gov.  Clark, 
of  Missouri;  the  line  between  Pulaski  and  Clark, 
changed  October  30,  1823;  divided  November  2, 
1829;  line  between  Hot  Springs  and  Dallas  changed 
April  3,  1S68;  line  between  Pike  defined  April 
22,  1S73;  line  between  Montgomery  changed  April  ; 
24,  1873;  line  between  Pike  changed  March  8,  j 
1S87.  Arkadelphia,  county  seat. 

Clay,  March  24,  1873;  named  for  Henry  Clay. 
This  county,  formed  as  Clayton  County,  was  changed 
to  Clay  on  December  0,  1875.  The  act  of  March 
24,  1873.  changed  the  boundaries  of  a large  num- 
ber of  counties.  Boydsville  and  Corning,  county 
seats. 

Cleburne,  formed  February  20,  1883;  named  ■ 
in  honor  of  Gen.  Patrick  A.  Cleburne.  Heber  is 
I the  county  seat. 

Cleveland,  formed  in  1S85;  named  for  President 
Cleveland;  was  formed  as  Dorsey  County.  Toledo,  i 
, county  seat. 

Columbia,  December  17,  1852;  part  of  Union  ' 
County  added  December  21,  1858;  line  between  | 
Nevada  defined  April  19,  1873.  Magnolia,  county  ! 
seat. 

Conway,  December  7,  1825;  named  after,  the 
noted  Conways;  the  northeast  boundary  defined 


j October  27,  1827;  line  between  Pulaski  and  Con- 
| way  defined  October  20,  1828;  part  of  Indian  pur- 
, chase  added  October  22,  1S28;  line  between  Gon- 
I way,  Pulaski  and  Independence  defined  November 
| 5,  1831;  part  added  to  Pope  January  0,  1853; 

! part  added  to  White  January  11,  1853;  act  of 
March,  1S73;  line  between  Pope  defined  May  28, 
1874.  County  seat,  Morrillton. 

Craighead,  formed  February  19,  1850.  Jones- 
boro, county  seat. 

Crawford,  October  18,  1820;  boundary  was 
changed  October  30,  1823;  divided  and  county 
of  Lovely  established  October  13,  1827;  part  of 
the  Cherokee  Country  attached  to,  October  22, 
1828;  boundary  defined  December  IS,  1837;  line 
between  Scott  defined;  line  between  Washington 
defined  November  24,  1840;  line  between  Frank- 
lin defined  March  4,  1875;  line  changed  between 
Washington  March  9,  1881.  Tan  Buren,  county 
seat. 

Crittenden,  October  22,  1825;  named  for  Rob- 
ert Crittenden;  St.  Francis  River  declared  to  be 
the  line  between  St.  Francis  and  Crittenden  Coun- 
ties November,  1831;  portion  attached  to  Missis- 
sippi County  January,  1861;  act,  March,  1873. 
Marion,  county  seat. 

Cross,  November  15,  1802,  1866,  1873.  Witts- 
burg,  the  county  seat. 

Dallas,  January  1,  1845;  line  between  Hot 
Springs  and  Clark  changed  April  3.  1809.  Prince- 
ton the  county  seat. 

Desha,  December  12,  1838;  named  for  Hon. 
Ben  Desha;  portion  attached  to  Drew  January  21. 
18(51;  part  of  Chicot  attached  February  10,  1879; 
also  of  Lincoln,  March  10,  1879.  Arkansas  City, 
county  seat. 

Drew,  November  20,  1846;  part  Chicot  attached 
December  21,  1840;  part  of  Desha  attached  Jan- 
uary 21.  1861:  March,  1873;  line  between  Chicot 
changed  November  30,  1S75.  Montieello,  county 
seat. 

Faulkner,  April  12.  1873:  line  defined  Deeem- 
7,  1875.  Conway,  county  seat. 

Franklin,  December  19,  1837;  line  between 
Johnson  defined  December  14,  1833;  line  between 
Crawford  defined  March  4, 1875.  Ozark, county  seat. 
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Fulton,  December  21,  1842:  part  attached  to 
Marion  County  January  IS.  1855;  part  of  Law- 
rence attached  January  18,  1855,  March,  IS <3; 
lino  between  Baxter  and  Izard  defined  February 
10,  1875.  County  seat,  Salem. 

Garland,  April  5,  1873;  named  after  Got. 

A.  H.  Garland.  Hot  Springs,  county  seat. 

Grant,  February  4,  1809.  Sheridan,  county 
seat. 

Greene,  November  5,  1S33;  act  March.  1873. 
Pnragould,  county  seat. 

Hempstead,  December  15,  1818,  when  this 
was  Lower  Missouri  Territory;  Lafayette  County 
carved  out  of  this  territory  October  15,  1827;  line 
between  Pike  defined  December  14,  1S3S.  Wash- 
ington, county  seat. 

Hot  Spring,  November  2,  1829;  certain  lands 
attached  to  March  2,  1838;  Montgomery  taken  out 
of  December  9,  1842;  line  between  Saline  defined 
December  23,  1840;  line  between  Montgomery 
changed  December  27,  1848;  line  between  Saline  ! 
changed  February  19,  1859,  and  changed  again  j 
January  10,  1861 ; line  between  Clark  and  Dallas 
changed  April  3,  1869;  March,  1S73.  Malvern, 
county  seat. 

Howard,  April  17,  1873.  County  seat,  Centre 
Point. 

Independence,  October  20,  1820;  part  of  east- 
ern boundary  defined  October  30,  1823;  Izard 
County  formed  of  October  27,  1825;  part  of  Inde- 
pendence added  October  22,  1828:  line  between  j 
Independence  and  Izard  defined  November  5,  1831; 
line  between  Independence  and  Conway.  November 
5,  1831;  between  Independence  and  Jackson.  No- 
a ember  8,  1S3G;  between  Izard  February  21,  1S3S; 
December  14,  1S40;  Lawrence  changed  December  I 
26,  1840;  March,  1873;  Sharp  County  defined  Feb- 
ruary 11,  1875.  Batesville,  county  seat. 

Izard,  October  27,  1825;  western  boundary  i 
bni>  extended  October  13,  1S27:  part  of  the  Indian  j 
purchase  added  October  22,  1828;  between  Inde- 
pendence and  Izard  defined  November  5.  1831: 
between  Conway  and  Izard,  November  5,  1831; 
southern  boundary  established  November  11,  1833; 
hue  between  Independence  defined  February  21, 

ls48,  and  December  14,  1838,  and  December  21, 
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1840;  western  boundary  line  defined  December  24, 
1840,  March,  1873;  between  Baxter  and  Fulton 
defined  February  16,  1875;  between  Sharp  changed 
March  9,  1877.  Melbourne,  county  seat. 

Jackson,  November  5,  1829;  line  between  In- 
dependence defined  November  8,  1836;  part  of 
St.  Francis  attached  January  10,  1851.  Jackson - 
port,  county  seat. 

Jefferson,  November  2,  1829;  boundaries  de- 
fined November -3,  1831,  and  again  October  29, 
1S36;  line  changed  between  Lincoln  and  Desha 
March  20,  1879.  Pine  Bluff,  county  seat. 

Johnson,  November  16,  1833;  southern  line 
defined  November  3,  1835;  east  line  defined  Octo- 
ber 5,  1836:  line  between  Franklin  defined  Decem- 
j ber  14,  1838,  1848;  between  Pope  February  19, 

'•  1859,  again  March  27,  1871;  line  between  Pope 
| re-established  on  March  6,  1875;  between  Pope 
| changed  March  9,  1877.  Clarksville,  county  seat. 

Lafayette,  October  15,  1827;  the  line  between 
Union  defined  November  26,  1846.  Lewisville, 
county  seat. 

Lawrence,  on  January  15,  1815,  while  Lower 
Missouri  Territory;  east  line  defined  October  30, 
1823;  between  Independence  changed  December 
20,  1840;  part  attached  to  Fulton  January  18, 
1S55;  part  attached  to  Randolph  January  18, 
1861;  nearly  half  the  county  cut  off  the  west  side 
to  form  Sharp  County,  1868.  Powhatan,  county 
seat. 

Lee,  April  17,  1873.  Marianna,  county  seat. 

Lincoln,  March,  28,  1871;  part  transferred  to 
Desha  County,  March  10,  1879.  Star  City,  county 
seat. 

Little  River,  March  5,  1867.  Richmond  is  the 
county  seat. 

Logan,  originally  Sarber  County,  March  22, 
1871;  amended,  February  27,  1873;  changed  to 
Logan,  December  14,  1875;  line  between  Scott 
changed,  March  21,  1881.  Paris,  county  seat. 

Lonoke,  April  16,  1S73;  named  for  the  lone 
oak  tree,  by  simply  spelling  phonetically — the 
suggestion  of  the  chief  engineer  of  the  Cairo  & 
Fulton  Railroad.  Line  between  Prairie  defined 
November  30,  1875,  and  again,  December  7,  1875. 

| Lonoke,  county  seat. 
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Lovely,  October  13,  1S27;  abolished  October  ! 
17,  1828. 

Madison,  September  30,  1836;  west  boundary 
changed  on  November  26,  1838;  between  Carroll 
defined  January  11,  1843,  and  again  January  20, 
1843,  1846;  between  Newton,  December  21,  ISIS; 
between  Carroll,  April  8,  1869.  Huntsville,  county 
seat. 

Marion,  September  25,  1836;  originally  Searcy 
County;  changed  to  Marion,  September  29,  1836 
(Searcy  County  created  out  of  December  13,  1838); 
west  boundary  defined  November  IS,  1837 ; between  j 
Carroll  defined  December  18,  1846;  part  of  Fulton  j 
attached  January  18,  1S55;  between  Van  Buren 
and  Searcy  defined  January  20,  1855,  and  March, 
1873;  line  between  Boone  defined  December  9, 
1875;  line  between  Baxter  changed  March  9,  1881. 
Yellville,  county  seat. 

Miller,  April  1,  1820;  the  greater  portions  fell 
within  the  limits  of  Texas;  county  abolished  there- 
fore, 1836;  re-established,  December  22,  1874,  and 
eastern  boundary  extended.  Texarkana,  county  seat. 

Mississippi,  November  1,  1833,  1859;  portion 
of  Crittenden  attached,  January  18,  1861.  Osceola, 
county  seat. 

Monroe,  November  2,  1829;  boundaries  defined 
December  25,  1840;  line  between  Prairie  changed 
December  7,  1850;  line  changed  April  12,  1869, 
March,  1873,  April,  1873,  and  May  27,  1874. 
Clarendon,  county  seat. 

Montgomery,  December  9,  1842;  line  between 
Yell  defined  January  2,  1S45;  between  Perry, 
December  23,  1S46;  between  Perry  re-established 
December  21,  1848;  between  Hot  Spring  changed 
December  27,  1848;  between  Polk  changed  Feb- 
ruary 7,1859,  March,  1873;  between  Clark  changed 
April  24,  1873:  line  between  Pike  defined  Decem- 
ber 16,  1874.  Mount  Ida,  county  seat. 

Nevada,  March  20.  1871;  line  between  Colum-  j 
bia  defined  April  10,  1873.  Prescott,  county  seat. 

Newton,  December  14,  1S42;  line  between 
Madison  defined  December  21,1848;  between  Pope 
January  10,  1853.  Jasper,  county  seat. 

Ouachita,  November  29,  1842;  line  between  j 
, Union  changed  January  6,  1S53.  Camden,  county 

j seat. 
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Perry,  December  18,  1840;  line  between  Pul- 
aski, Saline  and  Montgomery  defined  December 
23,  1846;  old  line  between  Montgomery  re-estab- 
lished December  21,1848.  Perryville,  county  seat. 

Phillips,  May  1,  1820;  part  attached  to  Arkan- 
sas County  October  23,  1881;  west  boundary 
defined  October  30,  1823;  act  to  divide  and  create 
Crittenden  County  October  22,  1825;  divided  and 
St.  Francis  County  created  October  13,  1827;  line 
between  Arkansas  County  defined  November  21, 
1828,  1840,  March,  1873.  Helena,  county  seat. 

Pike,  November  1,  1833;  line  between  Sevier 
defined  November  15,1833;  between  Hempstead, 
December  14,  1838;  between  Clark,  April  22, 
1873;  between  Montgomery.  December  16,  1874; 
between  Clark  defined  March  8,  1877.  Murfrees- 
boro, county  seat. 

Poinsett,  February  28,  1S33,  1859.  Harris- 
burg, county  seat. 

Polk,  November  30,  1844;  line  between  Mont- 
gomery changed  February  7,  1859;  part  of  Sebas- 
tian County  added  by  ordinance  of  convention, 
June  1,  1861.  Dallas,  county  seat. 

Pope,  November  2,  1829;  part  added  to  Yell 
January  5,  1853;  part  of  Conway  attached  Janu- 
ary 6,  1853;  line  between  Newton,  January  10, 
1853;  part  of  Van  Buren  attached  January  12, 
1853;  between  Van  Buren  defined  February  17, 
1859;  between  Johnson,  October  19,  1859.  March. 
27,  1871;  between  Conway,  Hay  28,  1374;  between 
Johnson  re-established  March  6,  1875;  between 
Johnson  changed  March  9,  1877.  Dover,  county 
seat. 

Prairie,  October  25,  1846;  between  Pulaski 
changed  December  30,  1848;  between  Monroe 
changed  December  7,  1850;  line  changed  April  12, 
1869;  between  White  defined  April  17,  1873:  line 
changed  April  26,  1873,  May  27.  1874;  between 
Lonoke  changed  November  30,  1875;  separated 
into  two  districts,  1885.  Devall’s  Bluff,  county 
seat. 

Pulaski,  December  15,  ISIS,  while  a part  of 
Lower  Missouri  Territory;  line  between  Arkansas 
and  Pulaski  October  30,  1823;  between  Clark 
changed  October  30,  1823;  divided  October  20, 
1825;  Quapaw  Purchase  divided — Arkansas  and 
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Pulaski,  October  13,  1827;  northwest  boundary  j 
defined  October  23.  1827;  between  Pulaski  and  j 
Conway,  October  20,  1828;  line  between  Saline  | 
defined  February  25,  1838,  December  14,  1838;  | 
between  White  changed  February  3,1843;  between  j 
Sal  ine  defined  December  21,  1840;  between  Perry  J 
defined  December  23,  1840;  between  Prairie 
changed  December  30,  1848;  between  Saline  de- 
fined April  12,  1873;  again,  December  7,  1875. 
Little  llock.  county  seat. 

Randolph,  October  29,  1835;  part  of  Lawrence 
attached  January  18,  1S64,  March,  1873.  Poca- 
hontas, county  seat. 

Saline,  November  2,  1835;  boundaries  defined 
November  5,  1836;  between  Pulaski,  February  25, 
1S3S,  December  14,  1S38,  December  21,  1S40;  be- 
tween Hot  Spring,  December  23,  1846,  February' 
19,  1859,  January  19,1861;  between  Pulaski,  April 
12,  1873,  December  17,  1875.  Benton,  county 
seat. 

Scott,  November  5,  1833;  boundaries  defined 
October  24,  1835;  between  Crawford,  December 
10,  183S;  part  of  Sebastian  attached  by  conven- 
tion June  1,  1 SO  1 ; line  between  Logan  changed 

o o 

March  21,  1S73.  Waldron,  county  seat. 

Searcy,  November  5.  1835;  boundaries  defined 
September  26,  1836;  name  changed  to  Marion 
September  29,  1S36;  county  created  out  of  Marion 
December  13,  1838;  between  Yan  Buren  defined 
October  2.  1853;  between  Yan  Buren  and  Marion 
defined  October  20,  1855,  March,  1873.  Marshall, 
county  seat. 

Sebastian,  January  6,  1851;  part  attached  to 
Scott  and  Polk  by  the  convention  J une  1.  1861. 
Fort  Smith  and  Greenwood,  county  seats. 

Se  vier,  October  17,  1S2S;  boundaries  defined 
November  8,  1S33;  between  Pike,  November  15, 
1833;  southeast  boundary  defined  October  29, 
1836.  Lockesburg,  county  seat. 

Sharp,  July  IS,  ISOS ; act  March  3,  1873;  be- 
tween Independence  defined  February  11,  1875; 


line  between  Izard  changed  March  9,  1877,  1883. 
Evening  Shade,  county  seat. 

St.  Francis,  October  13,  1827;  St.  Francis 
River  declared  boundary  line  between  Crittenden 
November  3,  1831;  part  attached  to  Jackson  Jan- 
uary 1,  1851,  March,  1873.  Forrest  City,  county 
seat, 

Stone,  April  21,  1873.  Mountain  Yiew,  county 
seat. 

Union,  November  2,  1S29;  boundaries  defined 
November  5,  1836;  line  between  Lafayette, 

November  26, 1S46;  line  between  Ouachita  changed 
January  6,  1853;  part  added  to  Columbia,  Decem- 
ber 21,  1851;  part  of  Calhoun  attached  October 
19,  1862.  El  Dorado,  county  seat. 

Van  Buren,  November  11,  1833;  boundaries 
defined  November  4.  1838;  part  attached  to  Pope 
January  12,  1853;  between  Searcy  and  Marion 
defined  January  20,  1855;  between  Pope  defined 
February  17,  1859.  Clinton,  county  seat. 

Washington,  October  17,.  1828;  certain  lands 
declared  to  bo  in  Washington  County  October  26, 
1831;  line  between  Crawford  defined  November 
24,  1846;  line  changed  between  Crawford  March 
8,  1883.  Fayetteville,  county  seat. 

White,  October  23,  1S35;  line  between  Pulaski 
changed  February  3,  1843;  part  of  Conway  at- 
tached January  11,  1853;  line  between  Prairie 
defined  April  17,  1873.  Searcy,  county  seat. 

Woodruff,  November  26,  1802;  but  vote,  in 
pursuance  to  ordinance  of  conventions  1861,  1866, 
1869;  line  changed  April  26,  1873.  Augusta, 
county  seat. 

Yell,  December  5,  1840;  northern  boundary, 
December  21,  1840;  line  between  Montgomery, 
January  2,  1845;  part  Pope  attached  January  6, 
1853.  Danville  and  Dardanelle,  county  seats. 

The  following  table  will  prove  valuable  for 
comparison  in  noting  the  growth  in  population 
of  the  counties  throughout  the  State  in  the  various 
decades  from  their  organization: 
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AGGREGATE  POPULATION  BY  COUNTIES. 


Counties  in 
the  State. 

1S80 

1S70 

1800 

1S50 

1840 

1830  : 1820  1610 

802,525 

484,471 

435,450.  209,897 

97,574 

1.0,388  14,255  1,062 

Arkansas 

8, OSS 

8,238 

8, SSI 

3,245 

1,340 

1.426  1,260  1,062 

8,042 

8,500 

2,058 

0,004 

13,831 

9,300 

3,710 

2,228 

1 .140 

7 < >32 

6 °s,5 

8 388 

3,S29 

4 H>3 

Carrol) 

13,837 

5,780 

9,383 

4,017 

2,814 

Chicot 

10,117 

7,214 

9.^4 

5,1 15 

3, Soil 

1,105  

11,053 

9,735 

4,070 

2,300 

i 369  i run 

Clay 

7/213 

14  000 

11  397 

12  459 

Conway 

1 2,7")  5 

8,112 

6/97 

3,583 

2,892 

982  ! .... 

7 ."37 

4.577 

3,066 

1 1 740 

s or, 7 

7,85  ) 

7 960 

2,440  j... 

9,415 

3,831 

4,920 

2,GaS 

1,561 

1,272  | 

5,050 

5 7"7 

S 283 

j 

8,873 

0,125 

0,459 

2,911 

1,59S 

12.2  ;i 

9,960 

3,270 

]*>'78G 



Franklin 

14,951 

9,627 

7,298 

3,912 

2.665 

Fulton 

6,720 

4,843 

4,024 

1,819 





9,023 

Grant 

C,185 

3,043 





Greene 

7,480 

7,57  3 

5.813 

2.593 

i,5S0 



Hempstead 

19,015 

13,763 

13,989 

7,672 

4,92! 

2,512  ; 2.246  

5 877 

5,635 

3,609 

1,907 

4.-5 s ! 

9 91 7 

Independence... 

18,086 

14,500 

1 4,307 

7,767 

3,669 

2,o3i : 

10,857 

6,S"6 

7,215 

3 212 

2,240 

1.2C6  

10,377 

7,268 

10  493 

1 540 

15  733 

14  971 

2 566 

7 7 ■?  : 

Johnson 

1 1 ,505 

9,152 

7,612 

5,227 

3,433 



Lafayette 

5,730 

9.139 

8,404 

5.220 

2,280 

74S  1 

Lawrence 

8,782 

5,981 

5,274 

2,835 

2,806  | 5,592  

Counties  in 
the  State. 

18S0  , 1S70 

1860 

1S50  ; 1840 

1S30  ' 1820  ' 1810 

802,525  484,471 

435,150 

209,897  97,574 

30,388.14,255  1,062 

13,288  

9,255  

0,405  3,246 

14,885  



i 

12,140  

! ! 

11,455  8,231 

7,740 

-1  823  | 2,775 

1 Marion 

V,m  ; 3/»79 

G,192 

2,30S  1,325 

Miller 

-9,919  

Mississippi 

7/42  : 3,033 

3,895 

2, SOS  1,410 

5,729  2/(81 

3,633 

R958  1 

0,120  ' 4,374 

11'7o8  12  175 

12  936 

9 591  L... 

; Perrv 

3,872.1  2,685 

2,465 

978  1 

Phillips 

21,202  I 15,372 

14,877 

6,93,5  , 3.547 

1,152  1,197  

1 Pike 

6,345  | 3,788 

4 025 

1 SGI  9C9 

2 1921  1 720 

3 691 

2 308  ! 1 3°0 

i Polk 

1,263  j 

i Pope 

14,322  8,366 

7.S83 

4/.’10  j 2, 8r50 

1,483  

8 435  5,604 

8,854 

2,097  1 

32,616  32,066 

11,099 

2,395  ! 1,921  

Randolph 

11,721  T/lOO 

6,261 

3.275  j 2,196 

St.  Francis 

8.389  6 714 

8,672 

4,457  | 2.499 

1,505  

8,953  j 3,911 

6,540 

3 903  2 001 

9,174  7‘48o 

5.142 

3 0S3  I 1,694 

I 

7,278  ! 5.613 

6,271 

1,979  | 256 

19,560  i 12,940 

Sevier 

6,192  4,492 

10,516 

4.240  I 2.S10 

631  L. 

9,047  5,400 

Union 

13,419  10,571 

12.288 

10,298  | 2.SS9 

640  

2,8(71  | 1 518 

Washington 

23,S84  ; 17,266 

14,673 

9/70  ! 7,148 

5,182  

W hire 

17,794  10.517 

8,310 

2,619  1 920 

Wood  raff. 

8,646  6,981 

| 

! 

Yell 

13,852  i 8,048 

I 

6,333 

3,341  
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Education’—' The  Mental  Type  Considered— Territorial  Schools,  Laws  and  Funds— Constitutional 
Provisions  for  Education— Legislative  Provisions— Progress  since  tiie  War— The  State 
Superintendents— Statistics— Arkansas  Literature— Tiie  Arkansas*  Traveler. 


Delightful  task!  to  rear  the  tender  thought. 

To  teach  the  young  idea  how  to  shoot; 

To  pour  the  fresh  instructions  o’er  the  mind, 

To  breathe  th’  enlivening  spirit,  and  to  fix 

The  generous  purpose  in  the  glowing  breast.—  Thomson. 
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,ci  EKE  is  one  subj ect 
at  least  in  the  economic 
institutions  of  our  country 
where  men  do  not  divide 
on  political  lines.  To  the 
historian  it  is  a restful 
and  refreshing  oasis  in 
the  arid  desert.  From 
the  Canadas  to  the  Gulf  commun- 
ities and  States  earnestly  vie  with 
each  other  in  the  establishment  of 
the  best  public  schools.  The  jires- 
ent  generation  has  nearly  supplant- 
ed the  former  great  universities 
with  the  free  public  high  schools 
A generation  ago  the  South  sent  its 
boys  to  the  North  to  school;  the 
North  sent  its  boys  to  the  old  universities  of  Europe. 
Oxford  and  Heidelburg  received  the  sons  of  ambi- 
tious, wealthy  Americans  of  the  North,  while  Yale, 
Harvard  and  Jefferson  Colleges  were  each  the  alma 
mater  of  many  of  the  youths  of  the  South.  The 
rivalry  iu  the  schools  between  the  two  sections  at 
that  time  was  not  intense,  but  the  educated  young 
!ueu  of  the  South  met  in  sharpest  rivalry  in  the 
halls  of  Congress  the  typical  Northern  man.  As 
the  highest  types  of  the  North  and  the  South  in 


active  political  life  may  be  placed  Thomas  Jeffer- 
son and  Daniel  Webster.  In  peace  or  in  war  the 
differences  in  the  intellectual  advancement  of  the 
two  sections  were  more  imaginary  than  real.  The 
disadvantage  the  South  met  was  the  natural  ten- 
dency to  produce  an  aristocratic  class  in  the  com- 
munity. Cotton  and  the  negro  were  impediments 
in  the  Southern  States  that  clogged  the  way  to  the 
advancement  of  the  masses.  They  retarded  the 
building  of  great  institutions  of  learning  as  well  as 
the  erection  of  large  manufactories.  This  applied 
far  more  to  collegiate  education  than  to  the  com- 
mon or  public  school  system.  The  Southern  man 
who  W'as  able  to  send  his  children  away  from  his 
State  to  school  realized  that  he  gave  them  two  ad- 
vantages over  keeping  them  at  home;  lie  aided 
them  in  avoiding  negro  contact  and  association, 
and  provided  the  advantage  of  a better  knowledge 
of  different  peoples  in  different  sections. 

Arkansas  may  have  lagged  somewhat  in  the 
cause  of  education  in  the  past,  but  to-day,  though 
young  as  a State,  it  is  far  in  advance  of  many  older 
communities  who  are  disposed  to  boast  greatly  of 
their  achievements  in  this  direction. 

When  still  a Territory  the  subject  of  education 
received  wise  and  considerate  attention.  March 
2,  1827,  Congress  gave  the  State  seventy-two 
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sections  of  land  for  the  purpose  of  establishing 
“a  seminary  of  learning.”  A supplemental  act 
was  passed  by  Congress,  June  23,  1S3G.  one  week 
after  it  became  a State,  offering  certain  propo- 
sitions for  acceptance  or  rejection:  1.  The  six- 

teenth section  of  every  township  for  school  pur- 
poses. 2.  The  seventy-two  sections  known  as  the 
saline  lands.  By  article  9.  section  4,  State  con- 
stitution of  1869,  these  lands  were  given  to  the  free 
schools.  3.  The  seventy-two  sections,  known  as 
the  seminary  lands,  given  to  the  Territory  in  1827, 
were  vested  and  confirmed  in  the  State  of  Arkansas 
for  the  use  of  said  seminary.  October  18,  1830, 
the  State  accepted  the  propositions  entire;  and  the 
legislature  passed  the  act  known  as  “ the  ordinance 
of  acceptance  and  compact.”  December  IS,  1844, 
the  general  assembly  asked  Congress  for  a modi- 
fication of  the  seminary  grant,  so  as  to  authorize 
the  legislature  to  appropriate  these  seventy-two 
sections  of  land  for  common  school  purposes. 
Congress  assented  to  this  on  July  29,  1846,  and 
the  lands  were  added  to  the  free  school  fund. 
These  congressional  land  grants  formed  the  basis  of 
the  State’s  free  school  system. 

The  first  State  constitution  of  1836  recognized 
the  importance  of  popular  education,  and  made  it 
the  duty  of  the  general  assembly  to  provide  by 
law  for  the  improvement  of  such  lands  as  are,  or 
may  be,  granted  by  the  United  States  for  the  use 
of  schools,  and  to  pass  such  laws  as  “ shall  be  cal- 
culated to  encourage  intellectual,  scientific  and 
agricult ural  improvement. 

The  general  assembly  of  1842  established  a sys- 
tem of  common  schools  in  the  State,  which  vras  ap- 
proved and  became  a law  February  3,  1853,  pro- 
vidincr  for  the  sale  of  the  sixteenth  section,  and 
election  of  school  trustees  in  each  township,  to  ex- 
pend the  money  from  the  sale  of  laud  in  the  cause 
of  education.  The  act  required  schools  to  be  main- 
tained in  each  township  •‘for  at  least  four  months 
in  each  year,  and  orthography,  reading,  writing, 
English  grammar,  arithmetic  and  good  morals 
should  be  taught,”  The  trustees  were  required 
to  visit  the  schools  once  in  each  month,  and  the 
school  age  was  fixed  at  from  live  to  twenty-one 
years.  The  act  also  provided  for  the  establishment 


of  manual  labor  schools.  It  went  to  the  extent  of 
appropriating  a sum  of  money  for  the  purchase  of  j 
text-books.  This  was  a long  step  in  advance  of 
any  other  portion  of  the  country  at  that  time.  To 
the  fund  arising  from  lands  the  act  added  “all 
lines  for  false  imprisonment,  assault  and  battery,  ; 
breach  of  the  peace,  etc.”  This  act  of  the  assem- 
bly placed  the  young  State  in  the  vanguard  of 
States  in  the  cause  of  free  schools.  It  is  an 
enduring  monument  to  the  men  of  that  legis-  J 
lature.  Under  this  law  the  reports  of  the  county 
commissioners  of  education  were  ordered  to  be 
made  to  the  State  auditor,  but  if  so  made  none  can 
be  found  in  the  State  archives. 

A State  board  of  education  was  provided  for 
by  the  act  of  1843,  and  the  board  was  required  to 
make  a complete  report  of  educational  matters, 
and  also  to  recommend  the  passage  of  such  laws 
as  were  deemed  advisable  feu-  the  advancement  of 
the  cause  of  education.  By  an  act  of  January  11, 
1853,  the  secretary  of  State  was  made  ex-officio  j 
State  commissioner  of  common  schools,  and  re- 
quired to  report  to  the  governor  the  true  condition 
of  the  schools  in  each  county;  which  report  the 
governor  presented  to  the  general  assembly  at 
each  regular  session.  The  provisions  of  an  act  of 
January,  1855,  relate  to  the  sale  of  the  sixteenth 
section,  and  defined  the  duties  of  the  school  trus- 
tees and  commissioners.  Article  8.  in  the  consti- 
tution of  1867.  is  substantially  the  same  as  the  pro- 
visions of  the  law  of  1836. 

From  1836  to  1867,  as  is  shown  by  the  above, 
the  provisions  of  the  law  were  most  excellent  and 
liberal  toward  the  public  schools;  legislative  enact- 
ments occur  at  frequent  intervals,  indicating  that 
the  State  was  well  abreast  of  the  most  liberal  school 
ideas  of  the  time,  and  large  funds  were  raised 
sacred  to  the  cause. 

Investigation  shows  that  from  the  date  of  the 
State's  admission  into  the  Union,  until  1S67,  there 
were  many  and  admirable  stipulations  and  statutes, 
by  which  large  l’evenues  were  collected  from  the 
sale  of  lands,  but  the  records  of  the  State  depart- 
ment give  no  account  of  the  progress  of  free 
schools  during  this  period,  leaving  the  inference 
that  but  little  practical  benefit  accrued  to  the 


I 

I 


HISTORY  OF  ARKANSAS. 


95 


cause  from  these  wise  and  liberal  measures  put 
i forth  by  Congress  and  the  State. 

By  act  approved  May  IS,  1807,  the.  legislature 
made  a marked  forward  movement  in  the  cause  of 
education.  Considering  the  chaotic  conditions  of 
society,  and  the  universal  public  and  private  bank- 
ruptcy, the  movement  is  only  the  more  surprising. 
The  act  stipulated  that  a tax  of  20  cents  on  every 
$100  worth  of  taxable  property  should  be  levied 
for  the  purpose  of  establishing  and  maintaining 
a system  of  public  schools.  The  second  section 
made  this  fund  sacred — to  be  used  for  no  other 
purpose  whatever.  The  fourth  section  provided 
for  a superintendent  of  public  instruction  and 
defined  his  duties.  The  eighth  section  provided 
for  a school  commissioner,  to  be  chosen  by  the 
electors  of  each  county,  who  should  examine  any 
one  applying  for  a position  as  school  teacher; 
granting  to  those  qualified  to  teach  a certificate, 
without  which  do  one  could  be  legally  em- 
ployed to  teach.  Prior  to  this  a license  as  teacher 
was  not  considered  essential,  and  there  was  no  one 
authorized  to  examine  applicants  or  grant  certifi- 
cates. The  Congressional  township  was  made  the 
unit  of  the  school  district,  the  act  also  setting 
forth  that  in  the  event  of  the  trustees  failing  to 
have  a school  taught  in  the  district  at  least  three 
months  in  the  year,  the  same  thereby  forfeited 
its  portion  of  the  school  revenue.  These  wise  and 
liberal  arrangements  were  made,  it  must  be  remem-  ! 
bered,  by  a peoplo  bankrupt  by  war  and  suffering 
the  hard  trials  of  reconstruction. 

No  regular  reports  were  made — at  least  none 
can  be  found — prior  to  1S67,  the  date  of  the  ap- 
pointment of  a superintendent.  Though  reports 
were  regularly  received  from  the  year  mentioned, 
the  most  of  them  were  unsatisfactory  and  not 
reliable. 

The  constitution  of  1868  created  some  wise 
amendments  to  the  previous  laws.  It  caused  the 
schools  to  become  free  to  every  child  in  the  State; 
school  revenues  were  increased,  districts  could  have 
no  part  of  the  school  fund  unless  a free  school  had 
been  taught  for  at  least  three  months.  The  leg- 
i nature  following  this  convention.  July  23.  1S0‘SI_ 
amended  the  school  laws  to  conform  to  this  con- 


stitutional provision.  In  addition  to  State  super- 
intendent, the  office  of  circuit  superintendent  was 
created,  and  also  the  State  board  of  education. 

The  constitutional  convention  of  1871  made 
changes  in  the  school  law  and  provided  for  the  | 
school  system  now  in  force  in  the  State.  The  act 
of  the  legislature,  December  7,  1876,  was  passed 
in  conformity  with  the  last  preceding  State  con- 
vention. This  law  with  amendments  is  the  present 
school  law  of  Arkansas. 

Hon.  Thomas  Smith  was  the  first  State  super- 
intendent, in  office  from  1868  to  1S73.  The 
present  incumbent  of  that  position,  Hon.  AYood- 
ville  E.  Thompson,  estimates  that  the  commence- 
ment of  public  free  schools  in  Arkansas  may  prop- 
erly date  from  the  time  Mr.  Smith  took  possession 
of  the  office — schools  free  to  all ; every  child  entitled 
to  the  same  rights  and  privileges,  none  excluded;  j 
separate  schools  provided  for  white  and  black; 
a great  number  of  schools  organized,  school  houses 
built,  and  efficient  teachers  secured.  Previous  to 
this  time  people  looked  upon  free  schools  as  largely 
pauper  schools,  and  the  wealthier  classes  regarded 
them  unfavorably. 

Hon.  J.  C.  Corbin,  the  successor  of  Mr.  Smith, 
continued  in  office  until  December  13,  1875. 

Hon.  B.  AY.  Hill  was  appointed  December  IS, 
1875,  and  remained  in  office  until  1878.  It  was 
during  his  term  that  there  came  the  most  marked 
change  in  public  sentiment  in  favor  of  public 
schools.  He  was  a zealous  and  able  worker  in  the 
cause,  and  from  his  report  for  1876  is  learned  the 
following;  State  apportionment.  $213,000;  dis- 
trict tax,  $88,000;  school  population,  1S9.000. 
Through  the  directors'  failure  to  report  the  enroll- 
ment only  shows  16,000.  The  total  revenue  of  | 
1877  was  $270,000;  of  1878,  $276,000. 

Mr.  Hill  was  succeeded  in  1878  by  Hon.  J.  L. 
Denton,  whose  integrity,  earnestness  and  oreat 
ability  resulted  in  completing  the  valuable  work  so 
well  commenced  by  his  predecessor — removing  the 
Southern  prejudices  against  public  schools.  He 
deserves  a lasting  place  in  the  history  of  Arkansas 
as  the  advocate  and  champion  of  free  schools. 

The  present  able  and  efficient  State  superin-  | 
tendent  of  public  instruction,  as  previously  men- 
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tioned,  is  Hon.  Woodville  E.  Thompson.  To  his  ' 
eminent  qualifications  and  tireless  energy  the  ; 
schools  of  Arkansas  are  largely  indebted  for  the  j 
rapid  advance  now  going  on,  and  which  has 
marked  his  past  term  of  office.  From  his  bien- 
nial report  are  gleaned  most  of  the  facts  and  sta- 
tistics given  below. 

The  growth  of  the  institution  as  a whole  may  , 
bo  defined  by  the  following  statistics:  In  1879  j 

the  revenue  raised  by  the  State  and  county  tax  was  | 
$271,000;  in  1880,  $285,000;  in  1881,  $710,000;  j 
in  18S2,  $722,000;  in  1883,  8740,000;  in  1884,  ! 
$931,000;  in  1SS5,  $1,199,000;  in  1880.  81,327,- 
000.  The  district  tax  in  1884  was  $340,521;  in 
1885,  $343,850,  and  in  1880,  $445,503.  The  dis- 
trict tax  is  that  voted  by  the  people. 

Arkansas  to-day  gives  the  most  liberal  sup 
port  to  her  free  schools,  all  else  considered,  of  any 
State  in  the  Union.  It  provides  a two  mill  tax,  a 
poll  tax,  and  authorizes  the  districts  to  vote  a five 
mill  tax.  This  is  the  rule  or  rate  voted  in  nearly 
all  the  districts,  thus  making  a total  on  all  taxable 
property  of  seven  mills,  besides  the  poll  tax. 

The  persistent  neglect  of  school  officers  to  re- 
port accurate  returns  of  their  school  attendance  is 
to  be  regretted.  The  number  of  pupils  of  school 
age  (six  to  twenty-one  years)  is  given,  but  no  ac- 
count of  attendance  or  enrollment.  This  leaves 
counties  in  the  unfavorable  light  of  a large  school 
population,  with  apparently  the  most  meager  at- 
tendance. The  following  summaries  exhibit  the 
progress  of  the  public,  schools:  Number  of  school 
children,  1809,  176,910;  1870,  180,274;  1871, 
190,237;  1872, 194,314;  1873,  148  128;  1874.  108.-  j 
929;  1875, 168,929;  1870,  189.130;  1877,  203,567; 
1878.  210,475;  1879,  230.000;  1880,  247,547;  1881, 
272,841;  1882,  289,617;  1883,  white,  227,538;  | 
black,  76,429;  total.  304,962;  1884.  white,  247.-  j 
173;  black,  76,770;  total,  323,943;  1885,  white, 
252,290;  black,  86,213;  total,  338,500;  1880, 
white,  200,188;  black,  91.818;  total,  358,006; 
1887,  white,  279,224;  black,  98,512;  total.  377,  - 
736;  1888,  white,  288,381;  black,  99,747;  total,  ! 
3S8, 129.  The  number  of  pupils  enrolled  in  1809 
was  67,4.12;  18S8,  202,754,  divided  as  follows:  | 
"White,  152,184;  black,  50,570.  Number  of  teach- 


ers employed  1809,  1.335;  number  employed  1888. 
males,  3.431,  females,  1,233.  Total  number  of 
school  houses,  1884.  1,453;  erected  that  year.  263. 
Total  number  school  houses,  1SS8,  2,452;  erected 
in  that  year,  209.  Total  value  of  school  houses, 
1884,  83S4.S27.73.  Total  value,  1S88,  $705,- 
276.92.  Total  amount  of  revenues  received,  1868, 
$300,669.63.  For  the  year,  1888:  Amount  on 
hand  June  30,  18S7,  $370,942.25;  received  com- 
mon school  fund,  $315,403.28;  district  tax,  $505,- 
069.92;  poll  tax.  8146,604.22;  other  sources, 
$45,890.32;  total,  $1,683,909.32. 

While  there  were  in  early  Territorial  days  great 
intellectual  giants  in  Arkansas,  the  tendency  was 
not  toward  the  tamer  and  more  gentle  walks  of  lit- 
erature, but  rather  in  the  direction  of  the  fiercer  bat- 
tles of  the  political  arena  and  the  rostrum.  Oratory 
was  cultivated  to  the  extreme,  and  often  to  the 
neglect  apparently  of  all  else  of  intellectual  pur- 
suits. The  ambitious  youths  had  listened  to  the 
splendid  eloquence  of  their  elders— heard  their 
praises  on  every  lip,  and  were  fired  to  struggle  for 
such  triumphs.  Where  there  are  great  orators  one 
expects  to  find  poets  and  artists.  The  great  states- 
man is  mentally  cast  in  molds  of  stalwart  pro- 
portions. The  poet,  orator,  painter,  and  eminent 
literary  character  are  of  a finer  texture,  but  usually 
not  so  virile. 

Gen.  Albert  Pike  gave  a literary  immortality  to 
Arkansas  when  it  was  yet  a Territorial  wilderness. 
The  most  interesting  incident  in  the  history  of 
literature  would  be  a true  picture  of  that  Nestor  of 
the  press,  Kit  North,  when  he  opened  the  mail 
package  from  that  dim  and  unknown  savage 
world  of  Arkansas,  and  turned  his  eyes  on  the 
pages  of  Pike’s  manuscript,  which  had  been  offered 
the  great  editor  for  publication,  in  his  poem  en- 
titled “Hymn  to  the  Gods.”  This  great  but  mer- 
ciless critic  had  written  Byron  to  death,  and  one 
can  readily  believe  that  he  must  have  turned  pale 
when  his  eye  ran  over  the  lines — lines  from  an  un- 
known world  of  untamed  aborigines,  penned  in  the 
wilderness  by  this  unknown  boy.  North  read  the 
products  of  new  poets  to  find,  not  merit,  but  weak 
points,  where  he  could  impale  on  his  sharp  and 
pitiless  pen  the  daring  singer.  What  a play  must 
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have  swept  over  liis  features  as  bis  eye  followed 
lino  after  line,  eager  and  more  eager  from  the  first 
word  to  the  last.  To  him  could  this  be  possible — 
real — and  not  the  day  dream  of  a disturbed  im- 
agination. This  historical  incident  in  the  litera- 
ture  of  the  wild  west — the  pioneer  boy  not  only  on 
the  outer  confines  of  civilization,  but  to  the  aver- 
age Englishman,  in  the  impenetrable  depths  of  a 
dark  continent,  where  dwelt  only  cannibals,  select- 
ing the  great  and  severe  arbiter  of  English  litera- 
ture to  whom  he  would  transmit  direct  his  fate  as 
a poet;  the  youth’s  unexpected  triumph  in  not 
only  securing  a place  in  the  columns  of  the  leading 
review  of  the  world,  but  extorting  in  the  editorial 
columns  the  highest  meed  of  praise,  is  unparalleled 
in  the  feats  of  tyros  in  literature.  The  supremacy 
of  Pike’s  genius  was  dulled  in  its  brilliancy  be- 
cause of  the  versatility  of  his  mental  occupations. 
A poet,  master  of  belles  lettres,  a lawyer  and  a poli- 
tician, as  well  as  a soldier,  and  eminent  in  all  the 
varied  walks  he  trod,  yet  he  was  never  a book- 
maker— had  no  ambition,  it  seems,  to  be  an  author. 
The  books  that  he  will  leave,  those  especially  by 
which  he  will  be  remembered,  will  bo  his  gathered 
and  bound  writings  thrown  off  at  odd  intervals  and 
cast  aside.  His  literary  culture  could  produce  only 
the  very  highest  type  of  effort.  Hence,  it  is  prob- 
able that  Lord  North  was  the  only  editor  living  to 
whom  Pike  might  have  submitted  his  “ Hymn  to 
the  Gods”  with  other  than  a chance  whim  to  de- 
cide its  fate. 

There  was  no  Boswell  among  the  early  great 
men  of  Arkansas,  otherwise  there  would  exist  biog- 
raphies laden  with  instruction  and  full  of  interest. 
There  were  men  and  women  whose  genius  com- 
pelled them  to  talk  and  write,  but  they  wrote  dis- 
connected, uncertain  sketches,  and  doubtless  often 
published  them  in  the  columns  of  some  local  news- 
paper, where  they  sank  into  oblivion. 

The  erratic  preacher-lawyer,  A.  AY.  Arrington, 
wrote  many  and  widely  published  sketches  of  the 
bench  and  bar  of  Arkansas,  but  his  imagination 


so  out-ran  the  facts  that  they  became  mere  fictions 
— very  interesting  and  entertaining,  it  is  said, 
but  entirely  useless  to  the  historian.  Arrington 
was  a man  of  superior  natural  genius,  but  was  so 
near  a moral  wreck  as  to  cloud  his  memory. 

Years  ago  was  published  Natali’s  History  of 
Arkansas,  but  the  most  diligent  inquiry  among 
the  oldest  inhabitants  fails  to  find  one  who  ever 
heard  of  the  book,  much  less  the  author. 

Recently  John  Hallum  published  his  History 
! of  Arkansas.  v The  design  of  the  author  was  to 
I make  three  volumes,  the  first  to  treat  of  the 
1 bench  and  bar,  but  the  work  was  dropped  after 
this  volume  was  published.  It  contains  a great 
amount  of  valuable  matter,  and  the  author  has 
done  the  State  an  important  service  in  making  his 
collections  and  putting  them  in  durable  form. 

A people  with  so  many  men  and  women  com- 
petent to  write,  and  who  have  written  so  little  of 
Arkansas,  its  people  or  its  great  historical  events, 
presents  a curious  phase  of  society. 

A wide  and  inviting  field  has  been  neglected 
and  opportunities  have  been  lost;  facts  have  now 
gone  out  of  men’s  memories,  and  important  histor- 
ical incidents  passed  into  oblivion  beyond  recall. 

Opie  P.  Read,  now  of  Chicago,  will  be  known 
in  the  future  as  the  young  and  ambitious  literary 
worker  of  Arkansas.  He  came  to  Little  Rock 
from  his  native  State,  Tennessee,  and  engaged  in 
work  on  the  papers  at  that  city.  He  soon  had 
a wide  local  reputation  and  again  this  soon  grew 
to  a national  one.  His  fugitive  pieces  in  the  news- 
papers gained  extensive  circulation,  and  in  quiet 
humor  and  unaffected  pathos  were  of  a high  order. 
He  has  written  several  works  of  fiction  and  is  now 
running  through  his  paper,  The  Arkansaw  Traveler, 
Chicago,  a novel  entitled  “The  Kentucky  Colonel,” 
already  pronounced  by  able  critics  one  among 
the  best  of  American  works  of  fiction.  AIr.  Read 
is  still  a comparatively  young  man,  and  his  pen 
gives  most  brilliant  promise  for  the  future.  His 
success  as  an  editor  is  wrell  remembered. 
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No  silver  saints  by  dying  misers  giv’n 
Here  bribed  the  rage  of  ill-requited  Heav’n; 
But  such  plain  roofs  as  piety  could  raise, 

And  only  vocal  with  the  Maker’s  praise.— Pope. 


all  histories  of  the  early 
settlers  the  pioneer  preach- 
er ^ ers  and  missionaries  of  the 
Church  are  of  hist  inter- 
est. True  missionaries,  re- 
gardless of  all  creeds,  are 
a most  interesting  study, 
and,  in  the  broad  principles  of  Chris- 
tianity, they  may  well  be  considered 
as  a class,  with  only  incidental  refer- 
ences to  their  different  creeds.  The 
essence  of  their  remarkable  lives  is 
the  heroic  work  and  suffering  they  so 
cheerfully  undertook  and  carried  on 
so  patiently  and  bravely.  Among  the 
first  of  pioneers  to  the  homes  of  the 
red  savages  were  these  earnest  church- 
men, carrying  the  news  of  Mount  Calvary  to  the 
benighted  peoples.  It  is  difficult  for  us  of  this 
age  to  understand  the  sacrifices  they  made,  the 
privations  they  endured,  the  moral  and  physical 
courage  required  to  sustain  them  in  their  work. 
The  churches,  through  their  missionaries,  carried 
the  cross  of  Christ,  extending  the  spiritual  empire 
in  advance,  nearly  always,  of  the  temporal  empire. 
They  bravely  led  the  way  for  the  hardy  explorers, 
and  ever  and  anon  a martvr’s  body  was  given  to 


| the  flames,  or  left  in  the  trackless  forests,'  food  for 
| ravenous  wild  beasts. 

The  first-  white  men  to  make  a lodgment  in 
, what  is  now  Arkansas  having  been  Marquette  and 
1 Joliet,  France  and  the  Church  thus  came  here 
hand  in  hand.  The  Spanish  and  French  settlers 
at  Arkansas  Post  were  the  representatives  of  Catli- 
- olic  nations,  as  were  the  French-Canadians  who 
i came  down  from  the  lakes  and  settled  along  the 
banks  of  the  lower  Mississippi  River. 

After  1803  there  was  another  class  of  pion- 
eers that  came  in — Protestant  English  by  descent 
if  not  direct,  and  these  soon  dominated  in  the 
Arkansas  country.  The  Methodists,  Baptists  and 
Cumberland  Presbyterians,  after  the  building  of 
the  latter  by  Rev.  Finis  Ewing,  were  the  pre- 
vailing pioneer  preachers.  Beneath  God’s  first 
temples  these  missionaries  held  meetings,  traveled 
over  the  Territory,  going  wherever  the  little  col- 
umn of  blue  smoke  from  the  cabin  directed  them, 
as  well  as  visiting  the  Indian  tribes,  proclaiming 
Christ  and  His  cause.  Disregarding  the  elements, 
swollen  streams,  the  dim  trails,  and  often  no  other 
guide  on  their  dreary  travels  than  the  projecting 
ridges,  hills  and  streams,  the  sun  or  the  polar  star; 
facing  hunger,  heat  and  cold,  the  wild  beast  and  the 
far  fiercer  savage,  without  hope  of  money  compen- 
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nation,  regardless  of  sickness  and  even  death,  these  i 
men  took  their  lives  in  their  hands  and  went  forth. 
Could  anything  be  more  graphic  or  pathetic  of  the 
conditions  of  these  men  than  the  extract  from  a 
letter  of  one  of  them  who  had  thus  served  his  God  i 
and  fellow-man  more  than  fifty  years:  “In  my  long  j 
ministry  I often  suffered  for  food  and  I spent 
no  money  for  clothing.  * * The  largest  ! 

yearly  salary  I received  was  SI 00.  ” Were  ever 
men  inspired  with  more  zeal  in  the  cause  of  their  | 
Master?  They  had  small  polish  and  were  as  rugged  j 
as  the  gnarled  old  oaks  beneath  whose  branches 
they  so  often  bivouacked.  They  never  tasted  the  i 
refinements  of  polite  life,  no  doubt  despising  them  | 
as  heartily  as  they  did  sin  itself.  Rude  of  speech,  j 
: what  eloquence  they  possessed  (and  many  in  this  j 

respect  were  of  no  mean  order)  could  only  come  j 

i 

of  their  deep  sincerity. 

These  Protestant  missionaries  trod  closely  upon 
the  footsteps  of  the  pure  and  gentle  Marquette  in 
the  descent  of  the  Mississippi,  and  the  visits  to 
the  Indians  amid  the  cane-brakes  of  the  South. 
Marquette’s  followers  had  been  the  first  to  ascend 
the  Arkansas  River  to  its  source  in  the  far  distant 
land  of  the  Dakotas  in  the  Northwest.  Holding 
aloft  the  cross,  they  boldly  entered  the  camps  of  the 
tribes,  and  patiently  won  upon  them  until  they  laid 
down  their  drawn  tomahawks  and  brought  forth  j 
the  calumet  of  peace.  These  wild  children  gath-  j 
tired  around  these  strange  beings — visitors,  as  they 

DO  4.  j 

supposed,  from  another  world,  and  wherever  a j 
cross  was  erected  they  regarded  it  with  fear  and 
awe,  believing  it  had  supreme  power  over  them 
and  their  tribes. 

He  who  would  detract  from  the  deserved  im- 
mortality of  any  of  these  missionaries  on  account  of 
their  respective  creeds,  could  be  little  else  than  a 
cynic  whose  blood  is  acid. 

Marquette  first  explored  the  Mississippi  River 
as  the  representative  of  the  Catholic  Church. 

The  old  church  baptismal  records  of  the  mis-  : 
siou  of  Arkansas  Post  extend  back  to  17(3-1,  and  the  j 
ministrations  of  Father  Louis  Meuriu,  who  signed  j 
tins  record  as  “missionary  priest.”  This  is  the  ! 
enlist  record  to  be  found  of  the  church’s  recog-  j 
1 ff'e-u  of  Arkansas  now  extant.  That  Marquette 
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held  church  service  and  erected  the  cross  of  Christ 
nearly  one  hundred  years  anterior  to  the  record 
date  in  Arkansas  is  given  in  the  standard  histories 
of  the  United  States.  Rev.  Girard  succeeded 
Meurin.  It  may  be  gleaned  from  these  records 
that  in  .1788  De  La  Va'lliere  was  in  command  of 
Arkansas  Post.  In  1786  the  attending  priest  was 
Rev.  Louis  Guigues.  The  record  is  next  signed  by 
Rev.  Gibault  in  1792,  and  next  by  Rev.  Jannin  in 
1796.  In  1820  is  found  the  name  of  Rev.  Chau- 
dorat.  In  1834  Rev.  Dupuv,  and  in  1838  Father 
Donnelly  was  the  priest  in  charge.  These  remained 
in  custody  of  the  first  mission  at  Arkansas  Post. 
The  second  mission  established  wTas  St.  Mary’s, 
now  Pine  Bluff.  The  first  priest  at  that  point  was 
Rev.  Saulmier.  Soon  after,  another  mission,  St. 
Peter’s,  was  established  in  Jefferson  County,  and 
the  third  mission,  also  in  Jefferson  County,  was 
next  established  at  Plum  Bayou.  In  order,  the 
next  mission  was  at  Little  Rock,  Rev.  Emil  Saul- 
mier in  charge;  then  at  Fort  Smith;  then  Helena, 
and  next  Napoleon  and  New  Gascony,  respectively. 

The  Catholic  population  of  the  State  is  esti- 
mated at  10,000,  with  a total  number  of  churches 
and  missions  of  forty.  There  are  twenty-two 
church  schools,  convents  and  academies,  the  school 
attendance  being  1,600.  The  first  bishop  in  the 
Arkansas  diocese  was  Andrew  Byrne,  1844.  He 
died  at  Helena  in  1862,  his  successor  being  the 
present  incumbent,  Bishop  Edward  FitzGerald, 
who  came  in  1867. 

From  a series  of  articles  published  in  the  Ar- 
kansas Methodist,  of  the  current  year,  by  the  emi- 
nent and  venerable  Rev.  Andrew  Hunter,  D.  D., 
are  gleaued  the  following  important  facts  of  this 
Church’s  history  in  Arkansas:  Methodism  came  to 
Arkansas  by  way  of  Missouri  about  1814,  a com- 
pany of  emigrants  entering  from  Southeast  Mis- 
souri overland,  and  who  much  of  the  way  had  to 
cut  out  a road  for  their  wagons.  They  had  heard 
of  the  rich  lands  in  Mound  Prairie,  Hempstead 
County.  In  this  company  were  John  Henrey,  a 
local  preacher.  Alexander  and  Jacob  Shook,  broth- 
ers, and  Daniel  Props.  In  their  long  slow  travels 
they  reached  the  Arkansas  River  at  Little  Rock, 
and  waited  on  the  opposite  bank  for  the  compie- 
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tion  of  a ferry  boat  then  building.  When  these  [ 
people  reached  their  destination  they  soon  set  up 
a church,  and  erected  the  first  Methodist  “meet- 
ing-house” in  Arkansas,  called  Henrey's  Chapel. 
“Father  Heurey, ” as  he  was  soon  known  far  and 
wide,  reared  sons,  all  preachers.  This  little  col-  j 
ony  were  all  sincere  Methodists,  and  nearly  all  ! 

their  first  generation  of  sons  became  preachers,  i 

s 1 

some  of  them  eminent.  Jacob  Shook  and  three  t 
of  his  sons  entered  the  ministry;  Gilbert  Alex-  ! 
ander,  his  sons  and  grandsons,  became  ministers  ; 
of  God’s  word,  as  did  two  of  Daniel  Props’  sons.  \ 
The  small  colony  was  truly  the  seed  of  the  church 
in  Arkansas. 

In  1838  two  young  ministers  were  sent  from  j 
Tennessee  to  the  Arkansas  work,  and  came  all 
the  way  to  Mound  Prairie  on  horseback. 

The  church  records  of  Missouri  show  that  the  ; 
conference  of  1817  sent  two  preachers  to  Arkan-  i 
sas — William  Stevenson  and  John  Harris.  They  : 
were  directed  to  locate  at  Hot  Springs.  It  is  i 
conceded  that  these  two  missionaries  “planted  > 
Methodism  in  Arkansas.” 

In  1818  the  Missouri  Conference  sent  four 
laborers  to  Arkansas,  with  William  Stevenson  as 
the  presiding  elder  of  the  Territory.  The  circuits  ! 
then  had:  John  Shader,  on  Spring  River;  Thomas 
Tennant,  Arkansas  circuit;  W.  Orr,  Hot  Springs; 
William  Stevenson  and  James  Lowrey,  Mound  I 
Prairie.  What  was  called  the  Arkansas  circuit  in-  j 
eluded  the  Arkansas  River,  from  Pine  Bluff  to  the  ! 
mouth.  After  years  of  service  as  presiding  elder, 
Stevenson  was  succeeded  by  John  Scripps;  the  ap- 
pointments then  were:  Arkansas  circuit,  Dennis 
Willey;  Hot  Springs,  Isaac  Brookfield;  Mound 
Prairie,  John  Harris;  Pecan  Point,  William  Town-  j 
send.  The  Missouri  Conference,  1823,  again  made  j 
William  Stevenson  presiding  elder,  with  three  itin-  j 
erants  for  Arkansas.  In  1825  Jesse  Hale  became  j 
presiding  elder.  He  was  in  charge  until  1829.  He  I 
was  an  original  and  outspoken  abolitionist,  and  ! 
taught  and  preached  his  faith  unreservedly;  so  j 
much  so  that  large  numbers  of  the  leading  fam-  ! 
ilies  left  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  and 
joined  the  Cumberland  Presbyterians.  This  w;as  i 
the  sudden  building  up  of  the  Cumberland  Pres-  i 


byterian  Church,  and  nearly  fatally  weakened  the 
Methodist  Church.  Some  irreverent  laymen  desig- 
nated Elder  Jesse  Hale’s  ministrations  as  the 
“Hail  storm”  in  Arkansas.  Fortunately  Hale 
was  succeeded  by  Rev.  Jesse  Green,  and  he  poured 
oil  on  the  troubled  waters,  and  saved  Methodism 
in  Arkansas.  “ Green  was  our  Yloses.  ” 

The  Tennessee  Conference,  1831,  sent  eight 
preachers  to  Arkansas,  namely:  Andrew  D.  Smytli, 
John  Harrell,  Henry  G.  Joplin,  William  A.  Boyce. 
William  G.  Duke,  John  N.  Hammill,  Alvin  Baird 
and  Allen  M.  Scott. 

A custom  of  those  , old  time  preachers  now 
passed  away  is  worth  preserving.  When  possi- 
ble to  do  so  they  went  over  the  circuit  together, 
two  and  two.  One  might  preach  the  regular  ser- 
mon, when  the  other  would  “ exhort.  ” Tinder  these 
conditions  young  Rev.  Smyth  was  accompanying 
the  regular  circuit  rider.  He  was  at  first  diffi- 
dent, and  “exhorted”  simply  by  giving  his  hearers 
“Daniel  in  the  lion's  den.”  As  the  two  started 
around  the  circuit  the  second  time,  on  reaching  a j 
night  appointment,  before  entering  the  house,  and 
as  they  were  returning  from  secret  prayer  in  the 
brush,  the  preacher  said:  “Say,  Andy,  I’m  going 
to  preach,  and  when  I’m  done  you  give  ’em 
Daniel  and  the  lions  again.”  Evidently  Andy  and 
his  lions  were  a terror  to  the  natives.  But  the  j 
young  exhorter  soon  went  up  head,  and  became  a 
noted  divine. 

The  Missouri  Conference,  1S32,  made  two  dis- 
tricts of  Arkansas.  Rev.  A.  D.  Smyth  had  charge 
of  Little  Rock  district,  which  extended  over  all  the 
country  west,  including  the  Cherokee  and  Creek 
Nations. 

The  formation  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  South,  occurred  in  18-14.  This  is  a well 
known  part  of  the  history  of  our  country.  In  Ar- 
kansas the  church  amid,  all  its  trials  and  vicissi- 
tudes has  grown  and  flourished.  The  State  now 
has  fifteen  districts,  with  200  pastoral  charges,  and, 
it  is  estimated,  nearly  1,000  congregations. 

The  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  has  a com 
fortable  church  in  Little  Rock,  and  several  vrood 
sized  congregations  in  different  portions  of  the 
State.  This  church  and  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
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Church,  South,  are  separate  and  wholly  distinct  j 
in  their  organization. 

The  Baptists  are  naturally  a pioneer  and  fron- 
tier church  people.  They  are  earnest  and  sincere  | 
proselyters  to  the  faith,  and  reach  very  effectively 
people  in  general.  The  Baptist  Church  in  Ben- 
ton celebrated,  July  4,  1889,  its  fifty-third  anni- 
versary. Originally  called  Spring  Church,  it  was 
built  about  two  miles  from  the  town.  The  organi-  j 
zation  took  place  under  the  sheltering  branches  of 
an  old  oak  tree.  One  of  the  first  churches  of  this  j 
order  was  the  Mount  Bethel  Church,  about  six  j 
miles  west  of  Arkadelphia,  in  Clark  County.  This  i 
was  one  of  the  oldest  settled  points  by  English  i 
speaking  people  in  the  State.  The  church  has 
grown  with  the  increase  of  population. 

Rev.  James  M.  Moore  organized  in  Little  Rock, 
in  182S,  the  first  Presbyterian  Church  in  Arkan- 
sas. He  was  from  Pennsylvania,  eminent  for  his  J 
ability,  zeal  and  piety.  For  some  time  he  was  j 
the  representative  of  his  church  in  a wide  portion  > 
of  the  country  south  and  west.  He  was  succeeded  j 
by  Rev.  A.  R.  Banks,  from  the  theological  sem- 
inary of  Columbia,  S.  C.,  who  settled  in  Hempstead  1 
County  in  1835-36  and  organized  and  built  Spring  I 
Hill  Church,  besides  another  at  Washington.  The  i 
next  minister  in  order  of  arrival  was  Rev.  John  ; 
M.  Erwin.  He  located  at  Jackson,  near  the  old 
town  of  Elizabeth,  but  his  life  was  not  spared  long  j 
after  coming.  He  assisted  Revs  Moore  and  Banks  j 
in  organizing  the  first  presbytery  in  Arkansas. 

In  1S39  Rev.  J.  M.  Moore,  mentioned  above,  i 
removed  to  what  is  now  Lonoke  County,  and  or- 
ganized a congregation  and  built  Sylvania  Church. 
His  successor  at  Little  Rock  was  Rev.  Henderson, 
in  1840.  The  death  of  Rev.  Henderson  left  no  j 
quorum,  and  the  Arkansas  presbytery  became  func-  \ 
fits  officio. 

Rev  Aaron  Williams,  from  Bethel  presbytery,  ; 
South  Carolina,  came  to  Arkansas  in  1842,  and 
settled  in  Hempstead  County,  taking  charge  of  a 
largo  new  academy  at  that  place,  which  had  been  | 
built  by  the  wealthy  people  of  the  locality.  He  at  i 
once  re-organized  the  church  at  Washington,  which  j 
had  been  some  time  vacant.  Arkansas  then  Be  > 
longed  to  the  synod  of  Mississippi.  In  1842,  in  ; 


company  with  Rev.  A.  R.  Banks,  he  traveled 
over  the  swamps  and  through  the  forests  400  miles 
to  attend  the  Mississippi  synod  at  Port  Royal. 
Their  mission  was  to  ask  the  synod  to  allow  Revs. 
’Williams,  Moore,  Banks  and  Shaw  to  organize  the 
Arkansas  presbytery.  They  obtained  the  permis- 
sion, and  meeting  in  Little  Rock  the  first  Sunday 
in  January,  1843,  organized  the  Arkansas  presby- 
tery. The  Rev.  Raich  had  settled  in  Dardanelle, 
and  he  joined  the  new  presbytery.  In  the  next 
few  years  Revs.  Byington  and  Kingsbury,  Con- 
gregational ministers,  who  had  been  missionaries  to 
the  Indians  since  1818,  also  joined  the  Arkansas 
presbytery.  The  synod  of  Memphis  was  subse- 
quently formed,  of  which  Arkansas  wms  a part. 
There  were  now  three  presbyteries  west  of  Mem- 
phis:  Arkansas,  Ouachita  and  Indian.  In  1836 
Arkansas  was  composed  of  four  presbyteries — two 
Arkansas  and  two  Ouachita. 

Rev.  Aaron  Williams  assumed  charge  at  Little 
Rock  in  1843,  where  he  remained  until  January, 
1845.  There  was  then  a vacancy  for  some  years 
in  that  church,  when  the  Rev.  Joshua  F.  Green 
ministered  to  the  flock.  He  was  succeeded  by 
Rev.  Thomas  Fraser,  who  continued  until  1859. 
All  these  had  been  supplies,  and  in  1859  Little 
Rock  was  made  a pastorate,  and  Rev.  Thomas  R. 
Welch  was  installed  as  first  pastor.  He  filled  the 
position  the  next  twenty-five  years,  and  in  1885 
resigned  on  account  of  ill  health,  and  was  sent 
as  counsel  to  Canada,  where  he  died.  About  the 
close  of  his  pastorate,  the  Second  Presbyterian 
Church  of  Little  Rock  was  organized,  and  their 
house  built,  the  Rev.  A.  R.  Kennedy,  pastor.  He 
resigned  in  September,  1SS8,  being  succeeded  bv 
James  R.  Howerton.  After  the  resignation  of  Dr. 
Welch  of  the  First  Church,  Dr.  J.  C.  Barrett  was 
given  charge. 

Rev.  Aaron  Williams,  after  leaving  the  synod, 
became  a synodical  evangelist,  and  traveled  over 
the  State,  preaching  wherever  he  found  small  col- 
lections of  people,  and  organizing  churches.  He 
formed  the  church  at  Fort  Smith  and  the  one  in 
Jackson  County. 

A synodical  college  is  at  Batesville,  and  is 
highly  prosperous. 
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Names  Illustrious  in  Arkansas  History— Prominent  Mention  of  Noted  Individuals— Ambrose 
II.  Sevier— William  E.  Woodruff — J ohn  Wilson— John  Hemphill— Jacob  Bakkman— Dr. 
Bowie— Sandy  Faulkner— Samuel  II.  Hempstead— Trent,  Williams,  Shinn  Families, 
and  Others — The  Conways— Robert  Crittenden— Archibald  Yell — Judge 
David  Walker— Gen.  G.  D.  Royston— Judge  James  W.  Bates. 


The  gen’ral  voice 

Sounds  him.  for  courtesy,  behaviour,  language 
And  ev'ry  fair  demeanor,  an  example;^ 

Titles  of  honour  add  not  to  his  worth. 

Who  is  himself  an  honour  to  his  title. — Ford. 
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' :Aty-  ( ) history  of  Arkansas,  worthy 


of  the  name,  could  fail  to 
refer  to  the  lives  of  a num- 
ber of  its  distinguished 
citizens,  whose  relation  to 


t'k  VA.-V'-  ■ 

■ AAV  >7  mb 


SSfL, 

" J’  ’-eg  great  public  events  has 


$-3  made  them  a part  of  the 
true  history  of  their  State. 
The  following  sketches  of  repre- 
sentative men  will  be  of  no  little 
interest  to  each  and  every  reader 
of  the  present  volume. 

Ambrose  H.  Sevier,  was  one  of 
the  foremost  of  the  prominent  men 
of  his  day,  and  deserves  especial 
mention.  The  recent  removal  of 
the  remains  of  Gen.  John  Sevier  from 
Alabama  to  Knoxville,  Tenn.  (June  19, 
1889),  has  a wakened  a wide-spread  inter- 
est in  this  historic  family  name.  The  re-interment 
of  the  illustrious  ashes  of  the  first  governor,  found- 
er and  Congressman  of  Tennessee,  by  the  State  he 
had  made,  was  but  an  act  of  long  deferred  justice 
to  one  of  the  most  illustrious  and  picturesque  char- 
acters in  American  history.  He  founded  two  States 


and  was  the  first  governor  of  each  of  them;  one  of 
these  States,  Tennessee,  he  had,  in  the  spirit  of  dis- 
interested patriotism,  erected  on  the  romantic  ruins 
of  the  other — the  mountain  State  of  “Franklin.” 
A distinguished  Revolutionary  soldier,  he  was  the 
hero  of  King’s  Mountain,  where  he  and  four  broth- 
ers fought.  He  was  first  governor  of  the  State 
of  “Franklin,”  six  times  governor  of  Tennessee, 
three  times  a member  of  Congress,  and  in  no  in- 
stance did  he  ever  have  an  opponent  to  contest 
for  an  office.  He  was  in  thirty -five  hard  fought 
battles;  had  faced  in  bitter  contest  the  State  of 
North  Carolina,  which  secretly  arrested  and  ab- 
ducted him  from  the  new  State  he  had  carved  out 
of  North  Carolina  territory;  was  rescued  in  open 
court  by  two  friends,  and  on  his  return  to  his  ad- 
herents as  easily  defeated  the  schemes  of  North 
Carolina  as  he  had  defeated,  in  many  battles,  the 
Cherokee  Indians.  No  man  ever  voted  against 
“ Nolichucky  Jack,”  as  he  was  familiarly  called — 
no  enemy  ever  successfully  stood  before  him  in 
battle.  A great  general,  statesman,  and  patriot, 
he  was  the  creator  and  builder  of  commonwealths 
west  of  the  Alieghanies,  and  he  guided  as  greatly 
and  wisely  as  did  Washington  and  Jefferson  the 
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t.(  \v  States  and  Territories  he  formed  in  the  paths  ' 
,,f  democratic  freedom;  and  now,  after  lie  has  slept 
in  an  obscure  grave  for  three-quarters  of  a century,  i 
the  fact  is  beginning  to  dawn  upon  the  nation  that 
(iov.  John  Sevier  made  Washington,  and  all  that  j 
great  name  implies,  a possibility. 

The  name,  illustrious  as  it  is  ancient,  numer-  j 
ous  and  wide  spread,  is  from  the  French  Pyrenees,  I 
Xavier,  where  it  may  be  traced  to  remote  times.  ! 
St.  F rancis  Xavier  was  of  this  family,  and  yet  the  { 
American  branch  were  exiles  from  the  old  world  j 
because  of  their  revolt  against  papal  tyranny.  ! 
Sturdy  and  heroic  as  they  were  in  the  faith,  their  j 
Wood  was  far  more  virile,  indeed  stalwart,  in  de-  j 
fonse  of  human  rights  and  liberty,  wherever  or  by 
whomsoever  assailed. 

In  France,  England  and  in  nearly  every  West-  j 
cm  and  Southern  State  of  the  Fuion  are  branches  j 
of  the  Xaviers,  always  prominent  and  often  emi- 
nent in  their  day  and  time.  Rut  it  was  reserved 
to  the  founder  of  the  American  branch  of  the 
Soviers  to  be  the  supreme  head  of  the  illustrious 
line.  He  builded  two  commonwealths  and  was  im- 
pelled to  this  great  work  in  defense  of  the  people, 
and  in  resistance  to  the  encroachments  of  the  cen- 
tral powers  of  the  paternal  government. 

jin  Arkansas  the  Seviers,  Conways  and  Rectors  ; 
were  united  by  ties  of  blood  as  well  as  by  the  ever  \ 
stronger  ties  of  the  sons  of  liberty,  independence  ] 
and  patriotism.  Here  were  three  of  the  most  j 
powerful  families  the  State  has  ever  had,  and  in 
public  affairs  they  were  as  one.  The  political  j 
friend  and  worthy  model  of  Gov.  John  Sevier  was 
J horn  as  Jefferson.  Indeed,  Gen.  Sevier  was  the  } 
fitting  and  immortal  companion-piece  to  Jefferson  ! 
m those  days  of  the  young  and  struggling  repub- 
lic. The  Seviers  of  Arkansas  and  Missouri  were  , 
naturally  the  admirers  of  Andrew  Jackson  cham- 
pions of  the  people’s  rights,  watchdogs  of  liberty. 

Ambrose  H.  Sevier,  was  the  son  of  John,  who  1 
was  the  son  of  Valentine  and  Ana  Conway  Sevier,  | 
oi  Greene  County,  Tenu.  Ann  Conway  was  the  : 
daughter  of  Thomas  and  Ann  Rector  Conway,  j 
1 nm.  this  family  furnished  six  of  the  governors  of 

Arkansas.  ■ " : 

In  1821,  soon  after  Mr.  Sevier’s  coming  to  Ar- 


kansas, he  was  elected  clerk  of  the  Territorial 
house  of  representatives.  In  1S23  he  was  elected 
from  Pulaski  County  to  the  legislature,  and  con-  ; 
tinned  a member  and  was  elected  speaker  in  IS2  i. 

He  was  elected  to  Congress  in  August,  1S2S,  to 
succeed  his  uncle,  Henry  W.  Conway,  who  had 
been  killed  in  a duel  with  Crittenden.  He  was  j 
three  times  elected  to  Congress.  When  the  State 
came  into  the  Union,  Sevier  and  William  S.  Fulton 
were  elected  first  senators  in  Congress.  Sevier 
resigned  his  seat  in  the  Senate  in  1848,  to  accept 
the  mission  of  minister  plenipotentiary  to  Mexico,  i 
and.  in  connection  with  Judge  Clifford,  negotiated 
the  treaty  of  Guadaloupe  Hidalgo.  This  was  the 
last  as  well  as  crowning  act  of  his  life.  He  died 
shortly  after  returning  from  his  mission.  The 
State  has  erected  a suitable  monument  to  bis  mem- 
ory in  Mount  Holly  Cemetery,  Little  Rock,  where  j 
sleeps  his  immortal  dust. 

How  curiously  fitting  it  was  that  the  Sevier 
of  Arkansas  should  follow  so  closely  in  the  foot- 
steps of  the  great  governor  of  Tennessee,  his  lineal  j 
ancestor,  and  be  the  instrument  of  adding  so  im- 
mensely to  the  territory  out  of  which  have  grown 
such  vast  and  rich  commonwealths.  As  builders 
of  commonwealths  there  is  no  name  in  American 
history  which  approaches  that  of  Sevier.  A 
part  of  the  neglect- — the  ingratitude,  possibly — of 
republics,  is  shown  iu  the  fact  that  none  of  the 
States  of  which  they  gave  the  Union  so  many  bear 
their  family  name. 

William  E.  Woodruff  was  in  more  than  one 
sense  a pioneer  to  Arkansas.  He  was  among 
the  distinguished  men  who  first  hastened  here 
when  the  Territory  was  formed,  and  brought  with 
him  the  pioneer  newspaper  press,  and  established 
the  Arkansas  Gazette.  This  is  now  a flourishing 
daily  and  weekly  newspaper  at  the  State  capital, 
and  one  of  the  oldest  papers  iu  the  country.  Of 
himself  alone  there  was  that  in  the  character  and 
life  of  Mr.  Woodruff  which  would  have  made  him 
one  of  the  historical  pioneers  to  cross  the  Missis- 
sippi River,  and  cast  his  fortune  and  future  in  this 
new  world.  But  he  was  a worthy  disciple  and 
follower  of  Pen.  Franklin,  who  combined  with  the 
art  preservative  of  arts,  the  genius  that  lavs  found- 
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ations  for  empires  in  government,  and  the  yet  far 
greater  empires  in  the  holds  of  intellectual  life. 

He  was  a native  of  Long  Island,  Suffolk  Coun- 
ty, N.  Y.  Leaving  his  home  in  1818,  upon  the 
completion  of  his  apprenticeship  as  printer,  with 
the  sparse  proceeds  cf  his  earnings  as  apprentice 
he  turned  his  face  west, ward.  Reaching  AY  heel- 

ing, Ya.,  he  embarked  in  a canoe  for  the  falls  of 
the  Ohio,  now  Louisville,  where  he  stopped  and 
worked  at  bis  trade.  Ending  no  sufficient  open- 
ing  to  permanently  locate  in  this  place,  he  started 
on  foot,  by  way  of  Russellville,  to  Nashville,  Tenn., 
and  for  a time  worked  at  his  trade  in  that  place 
and  at  Franklin.  Still  looking  for  a possible 
future  home  further  west,  he  heard  of  the  Act  of 
Congress  creating  the  Territory  of  Arkansas,  to 
take  effect  July  4,  1819.  He  at  once  purchased 
a small  outfit  for  a newspaper  office  and  started  to 
the  newly  formed  Territory,  determined  if  possible 
to  be  first  on  the  ground.  He  shipped  by  keel-boat, 
down  the  Cumberland  river,  the  Ohio  and  the 
Mississippi  Rivers  to  Montgomery’s  Point,  at  the 
mouth  of  White  River:  thence  overland  to  Arkansas 
Post,  the  first  Territorial  capital.  Montgomery 
Point  was  then,  and  for  some  years  after,  the  main 
shipping  point  for  the  interior  points  of  the 
Arkansas  Territory.  From  this  place  to  the  capi- 
tal, he  found  nothing  but  a bridle-path.  He 
therefore  secured  a pirogue,  and  with  the  services 
of  two  boatmen,  passed  through  the  cut-off  to 
Arkansas  River  and  then  up  this  to  Arkansas  Post, 
reaching  his  point  of  destination  October  81,  1819. 
So  insignificant  was  the  Post  that  the  only  way  he 
could  get  a house  was  to  build  one,  which  he  did, 
and  November  20,  1S19,  issued  the  first  paper — 
the  Arkansas  Gazette.  He  was  the  entire  force  of 
the  office — mechanical,  clerical  and  editorial.  To- 
day his  own  work  is  his  fitting  anil  perpetual 
monument — linking  his  ’name  indissolubly  with 
that  of  Arkansas  and  immortality. 

His  gen i vis  was  in  the  direct  energy  and  the 
impelling  forces  which  drove  it  with  the  sure  cer- 
tainty of  fate  over  every  opposing  obstacle.  Broad, 
strong  and  great  in  till  those  qualities  which 
characterize  men  pre-eminent  in  the  varied  walks 
of  life;  a true  nation  founder  and  builder,  his 


; useful  life  was  long  spared  to  the  State,  which  will 
shed  luster  to  itself  and  its  name  by  honoring  the 
memory  of  one  of  its  first  and  most  illustrious 
pioneers — William  E.  Woodruff. 

Reference  having  been  made  to  John  WiJ son 
in  a previous  chapter,  in  connection  with  his  un- 
j fortunate  encounter  with  J.  J.  Anthony,  on  the 
I floor  of  the  hall  of  the  legislature,  it  is  but  an  act 
| of  justice  that  the  circumstances  be  properly  ex- 
' plained,  together  with  some  account  of  the  man- 
ner of  man  he  really  was. 

John  Wilson  came  from  Kentucky  to  Arkansas 
in  the  early  Territorial  times,  1820.  His  wife  was 
a Hardin,  of  the  noted  family  of  that  State — a sis- 
ter of  Joseph  Hardin,  of  Lawrence  County,  Ark., 
j who  was  speaker  of  the  first  house  of  represonta- 
I tives  of  the  Territorial  legislature.  The  AYilsons 
! and  Ilardins  were  prominent  and  highly  respecta- 
ble people. 

AVhen  a very  young  man,  John  AYilson  was 
elected  to  the  Territorial  legislature,  where  he  was 
i made  speaker  and  for  a number  of  terms  filled  that 
! office.  lie  was  a member  of  the  first  State  legis- 
I lature  and  again  was  elected  speaker.  He  was  the 
j first  president  of  tho  Real  Estate  Bank  of  Arkan- 
sas. Physically  ho  was  about  an  average -sized 
; man,  very  quiet  in  his  manner  and  retiring,  of  dark 
complexion,  eyes  and  hair,  lithe  and  sinewy  in 
form,  and  in  his  daily  walk  as  gentle  as  a woman. 
He  was  devoted  to  his  friends,  and  except  for 
politics,  all  who  knew  him  loved  him  well.  There 
' was  not  the  shadow  of  a shade  of  the  bully  or  des- 
perado about  him.  He  was  a man  of  the  highest 
J sense  of  personal  honor,  with  an  iron  will,  and  even 
: when  aroused  or  stung  by  injustice  or  an  attack 
upon  his  integrity  his  whole  nature  inclined  to 
1 peace  and  good  will.  He  svas  a great-  admirer  of 
' General  Jackson — there  was  everything  in  the 
natures  of  the  two  men  where  the  “fellow  feeling 
! makes  ns  wondrous  kind.” 

The  difficulty  spoken  of  occurred  iu  1830.  AVil- 
1 son  was  a leader -in  the  Jackson  party.  Anthony 
aspired  to  the  lead  in  the  AYhig  party.  At  that 
time  politics  among  the  active  of  each  faction  meant 
personality.  It  was  but  little  else  than  open  war, 
and  the  frontier  men  of  those  days  generally  went 
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armed,  the  favorite  weapon  being  the  bowie 
knife —a  necessary  part  of  a hunter’s  equipment. 
Unfriendly  feelings  existed  between  ’Wilson  and 
Anthony. 

Upon  the  morning  of  the  homicide  (in  words 
the  substance  of  the  account  given  by  the  late 
Gen.  G.  D.  Royston,  who  was  an  eye  witness) 
Mr.  Wilson  came  into  the  hall  a little  late,  evi- 
dently disturbed  in  mind,  and  undoubtedly  ruf- 
fled by  reason  of  something  he  had  been  told  that 
Mr.  Anthony  had  previously  said  about  him  in  dis- 
cussing a bill  concerning  wolf-scalps.  A serio- 
comic amendment  had  been  offered  to  the  bill  to 
make  scalps  a legal  tender,  and  asking  the  presi- 
dent of:  the  Real  Estate  Bank  to  certify  to  the 
genuineness  of  the  same.  Anthony  had  the  floor. 
When  Wilson  took  the  speaker's  chair  he  com- 
manded Anthony  to  take  his  seat.  The  latter 
brusque!)  declined  to  do  so.  "Wilson  left  the  chair 
and  approached  his  opponent,  who  stood  in  the 
aisle.  The  manner  of  the  parties  indicated  a per- 
sonal encounter.  As  AYilson  walked  down  the  aisle 
he  was  seen  to  put  his  hand  in  the  bosom  of  his 
vest.  Anthony  drew  his  knife.  Gen.  Royston  said 
that  when  he  saw  this,  hoping  to  check  the  two 
men  he  raised  his  chair  and  held  it  between  them, 
and  the  men  fought  across  or  over  the  chair.  They 
struck  at  each  other  inflicting  great  wounds,  which 
were  hacking  blows.  Wilson’s  left  hand  was  nearly 
cut  off  in  warding  a blow  from  Anthony’s  knife. 
Wilsor  i was  physically  a smaller  man  than  Anthony. 
Rovstou  held  the  chair  with  all  his  strength  be- 

* O 

tween  the  two  now  desperate  individuals.  So  far 
Anthony’s  longer  arm  had  enabled  him  to  give  the 
greatest  wounds,  when  AYilson  with  his  shoulder 
raised  the  chair  and  plunged  his  knife  into  Isis 
antagonist,  who  sank  to  the  floor  and  died  immedi- 
ately. It.  was  a duel  with  bowie-knives,  without 
any  of  the  preliminaries  of  such  encounters. 

A\  ilson  was  carried  to  his  bed,  where  for  a loner 
tune  he  was  confined.  The  house  expelled  him 
the  next  day.  The  civilized  world  of  course  was 
shocked,  so  bloody  and  ferocious  had  been  the 
engagement. 

W ilson  removed  to  Texas  about  1842,  locating 
at  Cedar  Grove,  near  Dallas,  where  he  died  soon 


| after  the  close  of  the  late  war.  Airs.  A.  J.  Gentry, 

! his  daughter,  now  resides  in  Clark  County,  Ark. 
i The  Hard  ins,  living  in  Clark  County,  are  of  the  1 
I same  family  as  was  Airs.  AYilson. 
i ' John  Hemphill,  a South  Carolinian,  was  born 
a short  distance  above  Augusta,  Ga.  He  immi- 
| grated  west  and  reached  (now)  Clark  County,  Ark.. 

| in  1811,  bringing  with  him  a large  family  and  a 
; number  of  slaves,  proceeding  overland  to  Bayou 
| Sara,  La:,  and  from  that  point  by  barges  to  near 
| where  is  Arkadelphia,  then  a settlement  at  a place 
called  Blakeleytown,  which  was  a year  old  at  the 
time  of  Air.  Hemphill’s  location.  He  found  living 
there  on  his  arrival  Adam  Blakeley,  Zack  Davis, 
Samuel  Parker,  Abner  Highnight  and  a few  others.  J 
Air.  Hemphill  was  attracted  bv  the  salt  waters  | 

I ...  . # 1 

j of  the  vicinity,  and  after  giving  the  subject  intel- 
i iigent  investigation,  in  1814  built  his  salt  works.  j 
j Going  to  New  Orleans,  he  procured  a barge  and 
I purchased  a lot  of  sugar  kettles,  and  with  these 
j completed  his  preparations  for  making  salt.  His  | 
j experiment  was  a .success  from  the  start  and  he  j 
| carried  on  his  extensive  manufactory  until  his 
| death,  about  1825.  The  works  were  continued  by 
his  descendants,  with  few  intermissions,  until  1851. 
Jonathan  O.  Callaway,  his  son-in-law,  was,  until 
that  year,  manager  and  proprietor. 

There  is  a coincidence  in  the  lives  of  the  two 
! men  who  were  the  founders  of  commerce  and  man- 
j ufacturing  in  Arkansas,  Hemphill  and  Barkman, 

| in  that  by  chance  they  became  traveling  compan- 
1 ions  on  their  way  to  the  new  country. 

Two  brothers,  Jacob  and  John  Barkman,  came 
| to  Arkansas  in  1811.  They  worked  their  passage 
in  the  barge  of  John  Hemphill,  from  Bayou  Sara, 
La.,  to  Blakeleytown,  near  Arkadelphia.  They 
‘ were  a couple  of  young  Kentuckians,  full  of  cour- 
1 age,  hope,  and  strong  sense,  seeking  homes  in  the 
wilderness.  Their  coming  antedated  that  of  the 
; first  steamboat  on  western  waters,  and  the  history 
of  the  river  commerce  of  this  State  with  New  Or- 
leans will  properly  credit  Jacob  Barkman  with 
being  its  founder.  Considering  the  times  and  real- 
izing what  such  men  as  Jacob  Barkman  did,  one 
is  constrained  to  the  belief  that  among  the  first 
settlers  of  Arkansas  were  men  of  enterprise,  fore- 


' 


100 


HISTORY  OF  ARKANSAS. 


sight  and  daring  in  commerce  that  have  certainly 
not  been  surpassed  by  their  successors. 

On  a previous  page  the  methods  of  this  pioneer 
merchant  in  the  conduct  of  his  business  have  been 
noted.  His  miscellaneous  cargo  of  bear  oil,  skins, 
pelts,  tallow,  etc.,  found  a ready  market  in  New 
Orleans,  which  place  he  reached  by  river,  return- 
ing some  six  months  later  well  laden  with  commod- 
ities best  suited  to  the  needs  of  the  people.  In- 
deed his  “store  ” grew  to  be  an  important  institu- 
tion. He  really  carried  on  trade  from  New  Orleans 
to  Arkadelphia.  In  1820  ho  purchased  of  the  gov- 
ernment about  1,200  acres  of  land  on  the  Caddo, 
four  miles  from  Arkadelphia,  and  farmed  exten- 
j sivel}r  and  had  many  cattle  and  horses,  constantly 
adding  to  the  number  of  his  slaves.  Having 
tilled  the  field  where  he  was  he  sought  wider  op- 
portunities, and  in  1840,  in  company  with  J.  G. 
Pratt,  opened  an  extensive  cotton  commission  busi- 
ness in  New  Orleans,  building  large  warehouses 
and  stores.  Mr.  Barkman  next  purchased  the 
steamboat  “Dime,”  a side-wheeler,  finely  built 
and  carrying  400  bales  of  cotton.  He  ran  this  in 
the  interest  of  the  New  Orleans  commission  house; 
owned  his  crews,  and  loaded  the  boat  with  cot- 
ton from  his  own  plantation.  In  1844  his  boat 
proudly  brought  up  at -New  Orleans,  well  laden  with 
cotton.  The  owner  was  on  board  and  full  of  hope 
and  anticipated  joy  at  his  trip,  and  also  to  meet 
his  newly  married  wife  (the  second),  when  these 
hopes  were  rudely  dashed  by  the  appearance  of  an 
officer  who  seized  the  boat,  cargo  and  slaves,  every- 
thing— and  arrested  Mr.  Barkman  and  placed  him 
in  jail  under  an  attachment  for  debts  incurred  by 
the  commission  house.  His  partner  in  his  absence 
had  wrecked  the  house. 

To  so  arrange  matters  that  he  might  get  out  of 
jail  and  return  to  his  old  home  on  the  Caddo,  with 
little  left  of  this  world’s  goods,  was  the  best  the  poor 
man  could  do.  He  finally  saved  from  the  wreck 
acre  his  fine  farm  and  a few  negroes,  and.  nothing 
daunted,  again  went  to  work  to  rebuild  his  fortune. 
He  erected  a cotton  factory  on  the  Caddo  River, 
and  expended  some  §40,000  on  the  plant,  having 
it  about  ready  to  commence  operating  wheli  the 
( water  came  dashing  down  the  mountain  streams  in 


a sudden  and  unusual  rise,  and  swept  it  all  away. 
This  brave  pioneer  spent  no  hour  of  his  life  in  idle 
griefs  at  his  extraordinary  losses.  Though  unscru- 
pulous aids  of  business  sharks  and  dire  visitations 
of  the  elements  combined  to  make  worthless  his 
superb  foresight  and  business  energy,  he  overcame 
all  obstacles,  and  died  about  1852,  a wealthy  man 
for  that  time. 

When  Arkansas  was  yet  a Territory,  among  its 
early  pioneers  was  Dr.  William  Bowie,  whose  name 
has  become  familiar  to  the  civilized  world,  though 
not  in  the  way  that  most  men  are  emulous  of  im- 
mortality. Dr.  Bowie  had  located,  or  was  a frequent 
visitor,  in  Helena,  Ark. , and  was  a typical  man  of 
his  times — jolly,  careless  and  social,  and  very  fond 
of  hunting  and  fishing. 

Among  the  first  settlers  in  Little  Rock  was  a 
blacksmith,  named  Black.  He  possessed  skill  in 
working  in  iron  and  steel,  and  soon  gained  a wide 
reputation  for  the  superior  hunting  knives  he 
made.  When  nearly  every  man  hunted  more  or 
less,  and  as  a good  knife  was  a necessity,  it  will 
be  seen  that  Black  wras  filling  a general  want. 
The  material  he  worked  into  knives  consisted  of 
old  files. 

One  day  while  he  was  just  finishing  a superior 
and  somewhat  new  style  of  hunting  knife.  Dr. 
Bowie  happened  to  enter  tire  shop.  The  moment 
he  saw  the  article  he  determined  to  possess  it 
at  any  price.  Black  had  not  really  made  it  to 
sell — simply  to  gratify  a desire  to  see  how  fine  a 
blade  he  could  make,  and  keep  it.  But  a bargain 
was  finally  arranged,  the  blacksmith  to  complete  it 
and  put  Bowie’s  name  on  the  handle.  The  inscrip- 
tion being  neatly  done  read:  “Bowie’s  Knife.”  Its 
beauty  and  finish  attracted  wide  attention,  and  all 
who  could  afford  it  ordered  a similar  one.  the  name 
of  which  was  soon  shortened  into  “ Bowie  Knife.  ” 
Bowie  died  a patriot’s  death,  fighting  for  the  in- 
dependence of  Texas,  by  the  side  of  David  Crockett. 

The  one  pre-eminent  thing  which  entitles  the 
Arkansas  pioneer,  Sandy  Faulkner,  to  immortality 
is  the  fact  that  he  is  the  real,  original  “Arkansaw 
Traveler. ' ’ He  was  an  early  settler,  a hunter,  a wild, 
jolly,  reckless  spendthrift,  and  a splendid  tiddler. 
He  was  of  a wealthy  Kentucky  familv.  and  settled 
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iir-.t  ia  Chicot  County  and  then  on  the  river  only  a ' 
f..\v  miles  below  Little  Rock.  By  inheritance  he  I 
received  two  or  three  moderate  fortunes,  and  spent  j 
them  royally.  Of  a roving  nature,  a witty  and  rol-  | 
licking  companion,  he  would  roam  through  the 
woods,  hunting  for  days  and  weeks,  and  then  en- 
liven the  village  resorts  for  a while.  He  was  born  : 
to  encounter  just  such  a character  as  he  did  chance  j 
to  lind,  playing  on  a three-stringed  fiddle  the  first 
part  of  a particular  tune.  Now  there  was  but  one  ; 
thing  in  this  world  that  could  touch  his  heart  with 
h desire  to  possess,  and  that  was  to  hear  the  re-  { 
maindcr  of  the  tune. 

After  meeting  this  rare  character  in  the  woods 
what  a world  of  enjoyment  Sandy  did  carry  to  the  j 
village  on  his  next  return!  “AA'ith  just  enough  ; 
and  not  too  much,”  with  fiddle  in  his  hand,  the  j 
villagers  gathered  about  him  while  he  repeated  the  j 
comedy.  His  zest  in  the  ludicrous,  his  keen  wit 
and  his  inimitable  acting,  especially  his  power  of 
mimicry  and  his  mastery  of  the  violin,  enabled  him  ! 
to  offer  his  associates  an  entertainment  never 
surpassed,  either  on  or  off  the  mimic  stage. 

After  the  war  Faulkner  lived  in  Little  Rock 
until  his  death  in  1S75,  in  straitened  circumstan- 
ces, residing  with  a widowed  daughter  and  one  son. 
Another  son  was  killed  in  the  war;  the  tw7o  dau oh- 
tors  married  and  are  both  dead,  and  the  son  and  j 
only  remaining  child  left  this  portion  of  the  coun-  \ 
try  some  years  ago. 

When  Faulkner  died — over  eighty  years  of  acre 
—he  held  a subordinate  office  in  the  legislature  i 
then  in  session,  which  body  adjourned  and  respect-  | 
fully  buried  all  that  was  mortal  of  the  “Arkansaw  j 
Traveler,”  while  the  little  morceau  from  his  j 
harmless  and  genial  soul  will  continue  to  travel 
around  the  world  and  never  stop,  the  thrice  wel-  ! 
come  guest  about  every  fireside. 

What  a comment  is  here  in  this  careless,  aim-  1 
less  life  and  that  vaulting  ambition  that  struggles, 
and  wars  and  suffers  and  sows  the  world  with  : 
'v_oe  that  men’s  names  may  live  after  death.  Poor 
Sandy  had  no  thought  of  distinction;  his  life  was  a 
laugh,  so  unmixed  with  care  for  the  morrow  and  ! 

merry  that  it  has  filled  a world  with  its  cease-- 
echoes. 


Though  there  may  be  in  this  country  no  titled 
aristocracy,  there  are  nobles,  whose  remotest  de- 
scendants may  claim  that  distinction  of  race  and 
blood  which  follows  the  memory  of  the  great  deeds 
of  illustrious  sires.  It  is  the  nobles  whose  lives 
and  life's  great  work  were  given  to  the  cause  of  their 
fellowmen  in  that  noblest  of  all  human  efforts — 
liberty  to  mankind.  There  is  something  forever 
sacred  lingering  about  the  graves,  nay,  the  very 
ground,  where  these  men  exposed  their  lives  and 
struggled  for  each  and  all  of  us.  All  good  men 
(and  no  man  can  really  be  called  good  who  does  not 
love  liberty  and  independence  above  everything  in 
the  world)  cannot  but  feel  a profound  interest  in 
the  lineal  descendants  of  Revolutionary  fathers. 
“My  ancestor  was  a soldier  in  the  war  for  inde- 
pendence!” is  a far  nobler  claim  to  greatness  than 
is  that  of  the  most  royal  blue  blood  in  all  heraldry. 

W.  P.  Huddleston,  of  Sharp’s  Cross  Roads, 
Independence  County,  has  the  following  family 
tree;  Israel  McBee  was  for  seven  years  a soldier 
in  a North  Carolina  regiment  in  the  Revolutionary 
War.  He  died  in  Grainger  County,  Tenn. , aged 
110  years.  He  was  the  father  of  Samuel  McBee, 
who  was  the  father  of  Rachel  McBee,  who  married 
John  Huddleston,  the  grand  father  of  AY.  P.  Hud- 
dleston, Jr.  The  McBees  were  originally  from 
Scotland. 

Samuel  S.  AYelborn,  of  Fort  Douglas,  Johnson 
County,  was  the  youngest  son  of  Elias.  Samuel 
was  born  December  30,  1842.  His  grandfather, 
Isaac  AYelborn,  was  seven  years  a soldier  in  a 
Georgia  regiment,  and  died  at  Hazel  Green,  Ala., 
in  1833,  aged  eighty -four  years. 

Samuel  H.  Hempstead  is  a name  illustrious  iu 
Arkansas  outside  of  the  fact  that  it  is  descended 
directly  from  a soldier  in  the  war  for  independ- 
ence. The  above-named  was  born  in  New  London, 
Conn.,  in  1814.  and  died  in  Little  Rock  in  3802. 
He  was  a son  of  Joseph  Hempstead,  born  in  New 
London  in  1778,  and  died  in  St.  Louis  in  1831. 
Joseph  was  a son  of  Stephen  Hempstead,  born  in 
New  London  in  1742,  and  died  in  St.  Louis  in 
1832.  Stephen  was  a soldier  in  the  American 
Revolution,  serving  under  Col.  Ledyard  at  -the 
battle  of  Fort  Griswold,  near  New  London,  when 
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these  towns  were  captured  by  the  British  under 
Benedict  Arnold,  September  G,  1781.  Hempstead 
was  wounded  twice  during  the  engagement — a 
severe  gunshot  wound  in  the  left  elbow  disabling 
him  in  the  arm  for  life.  He  wrote  and  published 
in  the  Missouri  Republican  in  1826,  a detailed  ac- 
count of  the  battle. 

Stephen  Hempstead's  father  was  also  Stephen 
Hempstead,  born  in  1705  and  died  in  1771.  The 
records  of  Connecticut,  Yol.  YII,  show  that  he 
was  made  an  ensign  in  a train  band  company, 
by  the  colonial  council,  in  October.  1737,  where  he 
served  with  distinction  through  this  war.  known  as 
King  George’s  War.  In  May,  1740,  he  was  made 
surveyor  by  the  council.  He  was  the  son  of 
Joshua  Hempstead,  born  in  1678,  and  died  in 
1758.  He  was  a representative  in  the  Connecticut 
council  in  October,  1709;  a member  of  the  Royal 
council  in  October,  1712;  ensign  in  train  band  com- 
pany in  1721;  lieutenant  in  same  company  in  May, 
1724;  auditor  of  accounts  in  May,  1725.  He  was 
the  son  of  Joshua  Hempstead,  Sr.,  born  in  1649. 
and  died  in  1709;  Joshua  Hempstead.  Sr.,  was  a 
son  of  Robert  Hempstead,  born  in  1600  and  died 
in  1665.  The  last-named  was  the  immigrant  to 
America,  one  of  the  original  nine  settlers  of  New 
London,  Conn.,  the  founder  of  the  town  first  called 
Hempstead,  on  Long  Island.  In  1646  Robert 
Hempstead  built  a house  at  New  London  for  a res- 
idence, which  is  still  standing,  au  ancient  relic  of 
great  interest.  It  is  occupied  by  descendants  of 
the  builder,  named  Gaits,  from  the  female  branches. 
Though  much  modernized  the  old  house  still  shows 
the  port-holes  used  for  defense  against  the  Indians. 
A daughter  of  Robert  Hempstead,  Mary,  was  the 
first  white  child  born  in  New  London,  March  26, 
1647. 

Fay  and  Roy  Hempstead,  Little  Rock,  are  de- 
scendants of  this  family.  Other  descendants  live 
in  St.  Louis,  Mo. 

Jesse  Williams,  of  Prince  William  County,  Ya., 
enlisted  under  Dinwiddie’s  call  iu  the  French- 
j Indian  War  on  the  English  settlers  in  1754. 
under  then  Lieut. -Col.  Washington,  of  the  First 
Virginia  Regiment  of  150  men.  The  command  at- 
tempted to  reach  where  is  now  Pittsburg  to  relieve 


Trent’s  command  at  that  place.  Two  descendants 
: of  the  'brents  now  live  in  Washington  County.  In 
this  hard  march  to  Fort  Duquesne  the  men  dragged 
| their  cannon,  were  without  tents  and  scant  of  pro- 
! visions,  and  deprived  of  material  or  means  for 
I bridging  rivers.  They  fought  at  Fort  Necessity. 

1 Washington  cut  a road  twenty  miles  toward  Du- 
quesne. On  July  3 the  fight  took  place,  and  July 
4 Washington  capitulated  on  honorable  terms. 

In  1755  Jesse  Williams  again  entered  the  ser- 
vice under  Washington  and.  joined  Braddock  at 
Fort  Cumberland.  In  1758  he  was  once  more  with 
Washington  when  F orbes  moved  on  Fort  Duquesne, 
being  present  at  the  capture,  and  helped  raise  the 
; flag  and  name  the  place  Pittsburg. 

In  the  Revolutionary  War  he  was  one  of  the 
1 first  to  enlist  from  Virginia,  and  was  commissioned 
I captain,  and  was  present  in  nearly  all  the  battles 
of  that  long  war. 

The  maternal  ancestor  of  the  Williams  family 
I was  Thomas  Rowe,  of  Virginia,  a colonel  in  the  war 
! for  independence,  who  was  at  the  surrender  of 
j Yorktown. 

David  Williams,  a son  of  Jesse,  married  Betsy 
Rowe.  He  was  a soldier  in  the  War  of  1812,  and 
served  with  distinction,  and  also  in  the  Seminole 
War.  He  settled  in  Kentucky,  Franklin  County. 
His  children  were  Jacob,  Urban  V.,  Betty.  Mil- 
lie, Hattie  and  Susan;  the  children  of  Urban  Y. 

; Williams  being  John,  Pattie  and  Minnie.  Bettie 
| married  Jeptha  Robinson,  and  had  children,  David, 
i Owren,  Austin,  May,  Hettie,  Ruth,  Sue,  Jacob, 

| Frank  and  Sallie.  Hettie  married  Dr.  Andrew 
Neat,  and  had  children,  Thomas,  Estelle  (Brink- 
ley),  Ella  (Ford).  Addis  and  Ben.  Sue  married 
George  Poor,  and  had  children,  George.  Lizzie, 
Sue  and  Minnie.  Jacob  Williams,  the  father  of 
Mrs.  Minnie  C.  Shinn  (wife  of  Prof.  J.  H.  Shinn, 
of  Little  Rock),  Oris  Williams  and  Mattie  Wil- 
| liams,  Little  Rock;  Joseph  Desha  Williams  and 
1 Maggie  Wells,  Russellville;  Lucian  and  Virgil, 
Memphis,  are  all  of  this  family.  Jacob  Williams 
; was  a private  in  the  Fifth  Kentucky,  iu  the  late 
war,  under  Humphrey  Marshall. 

Among  the  pioneers  of  what  is  now  tire  State 
of  Arkansas,  there  was  perhaps  no  one  family  that 
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furnished  so  many  noted  characters  and  citizens 
•is  tho  Conway  family.  Their  genealogy  is  traced 
hack  to  the  reign  of  Edward  I,  of  England,  in  the 
latter  part  of  the  thirteenth  century,  to  the  cele- 
brated Castle  of  Conway,  on  Conway  River,  in 
the  north  of  Wales,  where  the  lords  of  Conway, 
in  feudal  times  presided  in  royal  style.”  Thomas 
Conway  came  to  America  about  the  year  1740, 
and  settled  in  the  Virginia  colony.  Henry  Conway 
was  his  only  son.  The  latter  was  first  a colonel 
and  afterward  a general  in  the  Revolutionary  War. 
His  daughter,  Nellie,  after  marriage,  became  the 
mother  of  President  Madison,  and  his  son,  Mon- 
curo  D.,  was  brother-in-law  to  Gen.  Washington. 

Thomas  Conway,  another  son  of  Gen.  Henry 
Conway,  settled,  during  the  Revolutionary  period, 
near  the  present  site  of  Greenville,  Tenn.  He 
married  Ann  Rector,  a native  of  Virginia,  and 
member  of  the  celebrated  Rector  family.  To  this 
union  seven  sons  and  three  daughters  were  born, 
and  all  were  well  reared  and  well  educated. 

In  1818,  Gen.  Thomas  Conway  moved  with 
his  family  from  Tennessee  to  St.  Louis,  in  the 
Territory  of  Missouri,  and  soon  after  to  Boone 
County,  where  he  remained  until  his  death,  in 
1835.  Henry  "Wharton  Conway,  the  eldest  son, 
was  born  March  18,  1793,  in  Greene  County, 
Term.,  and  served  as  a lieutenant  in  the  War  of 
1812-15;  subsequently,  in  1817,  he  served  in  the 
treasury  department  at  Washington,  immigrated 
to  Missouri  with  his  father  in  1818,  and  early  in 
1820,  after  being  appointed  receiver  of  public 
moneys,  he  immigrated  in  company  with  his  next 
younger  brother,  James  Sevier  Conway,  who  was 
born  in  1798,  to  the  county  of  Arkansas,  in  the 
then  Territory  of  Missouri.  These  two  brothers 
took  and  executed  large  contracts  to  survey  the 
public  lands,  and  later  on  James  S.  became 
surveyor-general  of  the  Territory.  During  the 
twenties  Henry  W.  Conway  served  two  terms  as  a 
delegate  in  Congress,  and  received  the  election 
in  1827  for  the  third  term,  but  on  the  29th  of 
' >ctober  of  that  year,  he  was  mortally  wounded  in 
a duel  with  Robert  Crittenden,  from  the  effects  of 
>'liich  he  died  on  the  9th  of  November,  following. 

! See  account  of  the  duel  elsewhere  in  this  work.  ] 
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A marble  shaft  with  an  elaborate  inscription, 

| erected  by  his  brother,  James  S.  Conway,  stands 
! over  his  grave  in  the  cemetery  at  Arkansas  Post. 

James  S.  Conway  became  the  first  governor 
of  the  State  of  Arkansas,  upon  its  admission  into 
the  Enion,  serving  as  such  from  1830  to  1S40, 
after  which  he  settled  on  his  princely  possessions 
on  Red  River  in  the  southern  part  of  the  State. 
He  was  a large  slave  holder  and  cotton  planter. 
He  died  on  the  3d  of  March,  1855,  at  Walnut 
Hill,  his  country  seat,  in  Lafayette  County. 

Frederick  Rector  Conway,  the  third  son  of 
Gen.  Thomas  Conway,  was  a noted  character  in 
Missouri  and  Illinois.  John  Rector  Conway,  the 
fourth  son,  was  an  eminent  physician,  who  died  in 
San  Francisco  in  1868.  William  B.  Conway  was 
born  at  the  old  homestead  in  Tennessee,  about  1806. 

[ He  was  thoroughly  educated,  read  law  under 
j John  J.  Crittenden,  of  Kentucky,  and  commenced 
! the  practice  at  Elizabethtown  in  that  State.  He 
moved  to  Arkansas  in  1840,  and  in  1844  was 
elected  judge  of  the  Third  circuit.  In  December, 
1846,  he  was  elected  associate  justice  of  the 
supreme  court.  He  died  December  29,  1852,  and 
is  buried  by  the  side  of  his  noble  mother,  in 
Mount  Holly  Cemetery,  Little  Rock.  The  sixth 
son,  Thomas  A. , died  in  his  twenty-second  year  in 
; Missouri. 

The  seventh  and  youngest  son,  Gov.  Elias  N. 
Conway,  was  born  May  17,  1812,  at  the  old  home- 
stead in  Tennessee,  and  in  November,  1833,  he 
left  his  parents’  home  in  Missouri,  and  came  to 
Little  Rock,  and  entered  into  a contract  to  survey 
large  tracts  of  the  public  lands  in  the  northwest- 
ern part  of  the  State.  Having  executed  this  con- 
tract, he  vvas,  in  1S36,  appointed  auditor  of  State, 
a position  which  he  held  for  thirteen  years.  In 
1852  and  again  in  1856,  he  was  elected  on  the 
Democratic  ticket  as  governor  of  the  State,  and 
served  his  full  two  terms,  eight  years,  a longer 
period  than  any  other  governor  has  ever  served. 

I Much  could  be  said,  did  space  permit,  of  the  emi- 
nent services  this  man  has  rendered  to  Arkansas. 
Of  the  seven  brothers  named  he  is  the  only  one 
now  living.  Ho  leads  a retired  and  secluded  life 
in  Little  Rock,  in  a small  cottage  in  which  he  has 
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resided  for  over  forty  years.  He  lias  no  family, 
having  never  been  married. 

Robert  Crittenden,  youngest  son  of  John  Crit- 
tenden, a major  in  the  Revolutionary  War,  was  born 
near  Versailles,  Woodford  County,  Ky. , January 
1,  1797.  He  was  educated  by  and  read  law  with 
his  brother,  John  J.  Crittenden,  in  Russellville, 
that  State.  Being  appointed  first  secretary  of 
Arkansas  Territory,  be  removed  to  Arkansas  Post, 
the  temporary  seat  of  government,  where  on  the 
3d  day  of  March,  1819,  he  was  inaugurated  and 
assumed  the  duties  of  his  office.  On  the  same 
dav  James  Miller  was  inaugurated  first  governor 
of  the  Territory.  It  seems,  however,  that  Clov. 
Miller,  though  he  held  his  office  until  succeeded  by 
Gov.  George  Izard,  in  March,  1825,  was  seldom 
present  and  only  occasionally  performed  official 
duties.  This  left  Crittenden  to  assume  charge  of 
the  position  as  governor  a great  portion  of  the 
time  while  Miller  held  the  office.  Crittenden  con- 
tinued as  secretary  of  the  Territory  until  succeeded 
by  William  Fulton,  in  April,  1829,  having  served 
in  that  capacity  a little  over  ten  years.  In  1827 
he  fought  a duel  with  Henry  W.  Conway,  the  ac- 
count of  which  is  given  elsewhere.  According  to 
Gen.  Albert  Pike  with  whom  he  was  intimately 
associated,  '“he  was  a man  of  fine  presence  and 
handsome  face,  with  clear  bright  eyes,  and  unmis- 
takable. intellect  and  genius,  frank,  genial,  one  to 
attach  men  warmly  to  himself,  impulsive,  generous, 
warmhearted.”  He  was  the  first  great  leader  of 
the  Whig  party  in  the  Territory,  and  continued  as 
such  until  his  death,  which  occurred  December  IS, 
1834,  at  Vicksburg,  Miss.,  whither  he  had  gone 
on  business.  He  died  thus  young,  and  before  the 
Territory,  which  he  had  long  and  faithfully  served, 
became  a State. 

Archibald  Y7ell,  not  unfamiliar  to  Arkansans, 
was  born  in  North  Carolina,  in  August,  1797,  and 
while  very  young  immigrated  to  Tennessee,  and 
settled  in  Bedford  County.  He  served  in  the  Creek 
Wa r as  the  boy  captain  of  the  Jackson  Guards, 
under  Gen.  Jackson,  also  under  the  same  general 
in  the  War  of  1812-13.  participating  in  the  battle  , 
of  New  Orleans,  and  also  in  the  Seminole  War. 
He  was  a man  of  moderate  education,  and  when  j 


the  War  of  1812  closed,  he  read  law  and  was  ad- 
mitted to  the  bar  in  Tennessee.  After  the  close  of 
the  Seminole  War,  he  located  at  Fayetteville,  Lin- 
coln County,  Tenn.,  and  there  practiced  law  until 
1832,  when  President  Jackson  gave  him  the  choice 
to  fill  one  of  two  vacancies,  governor  of  Florida 
or  Territorial  judge  in  the  Territory  of  Arkansas. 
He  chose  the  latter  and  in  due  time  located  at. 
: Fayetteville,  in  Washington  County.  He  was  a 
man  of  fine  personal  appearance,  pleasant  and 
humorous,  and  possessed  the  faculty  of  making 
friends  wherever  he  went.  He  was  elected  and 
served  as  grand  master  of  the  Masonic  fraternity 
in  the  jurisdiction  of  Arkansas;  was  a Democrat 
in  politics,  and  the  first  member  of  Congress  from 
the  State  of  Arkansas;  was  governor  of  the  State 
from  1840  to  1844;  was  elected  again  as  a member 
of  Congress  in  1844,  and  served  until  1846,  when 
be  resigned  to  accept  the  colonelcy  of  an  Arkansas 
regiment  of  volunteers  for  the  Mexican  War.  He 
was  killed  in  the  battle  of  Buena  Vista,  February 
22,  1S47. 

In  his  race  for  Congress  in  1844,  he  was  op- 
posed by  the  Hon.  David  Walker,  the  leader  of  the 
AVhig  party,  and  they  made  a joint  canvass  of  the 
State.  Yell  could  adapt  himself  to  circumstances 
— to  the  different  crowds  of  people  more  freely  than 
could  his  antagonist.  In  1847  the  Masonic  fra- 
ternity erected  a monument  to  his  memory  in  the 
cemetery  at  Fayetteville.  Gov.  Yell  was  a man  of 
great  ability,  and  one  of  the  great  pioneer  states- 
men of  Arkansas. 

The  eminent  jurist,  Judge  David  Walker,  de- 
scended from  a line  of  English  Quakers,  of  whom 
the  last  trans- Atlantic  ancestor  in  the  male  line 
was  Jacob  Walker,  whose  son  George  emigrated  to 
J America  prior  to  the  war  of  the  Revolution,  and 
| settled  in  Brunswick  County,  Va.  Here  he  mar- 
ried a lady,  native  to  the  manor  born,  and  be- 
came the  first  American  ancestor  of  a lanre  and 
distinguished  family.  One  of  his  sons,  Jacob 
Wythe  Walker,  born  in  the  decade  that  ushered 
in  the  Revolution,  early  in  life  removed  to  and 
settled  in  what  is  now  Todd  County,  Ky.  Here, 
on  the  19th  day  of  February,  1S00,  was  born  un- 
to him  and  his  wife,  Nancy  (Hawkins  i Walker, 
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the  subject  of  this  sketch — David  Walker.  Young 
Walker’s  opportunities  for  obtaining  a school  edu- 
cation in  that  then  frontier  country  were  limited, 
but,  being  the  son  of  a good  lawyer,  he  inherited 
his  father’s  energetic  nature,  became  self-educated, 
read  law  and  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  Scotts-  I 
ville,  Ivy.,  early  in  1829,  and  there  practiced 
until  the  fall  of  1830,  when  he  moved  to  Little 
Rock,  Ark.,  arriving  on  the  10th  of  October. 
Soon  after  this  he  located  at  Fayetteville,  Wash- 
ington County,  and  remained  there,  except  when 
temporarily  absent,  until  his  death.  From  1S33 
to  1835  he  was  prosecuting  attorney  in  the  Third 
circuit.  He  was  one  of  the  many  able  members  of 
the  constitutional  convention  of  1836.  In  1840  he 
rode  “the  tidal  wave  of  whigge-ry  ’’  into  the  State 
senate,  in  which  he  served  four  years.  In  1844  he 
led  the  forlorn  hope  of  his  party  in  the  ever  memor- 
able contest  with  Gov.  Yell  for  Congress.  In 
1848,  while  on  a visit  to  Kentucky,  and  without 
his  knowledge,  a legislature,  largely  Democratic, 
elected  him  associate  justice  of  the  supreme  court 
over  strong  Democratic  opposition,  embracing  such 
men  as  Judges  English  and  William  Conway,  both 
of  whom  afterwards  succeeded  to  the  office. 

He  had  always  been  a lover  cf  the  Union,  but 
when  the  Civil  War  came  on,  having  been  born 
and  reared  in  the  South,  and  having  become 
attached  to  its  institutions,  he  finally  chose  rather 
to  cast  his  fortunes  with  the  proposed  Confederacy 
than  with  the  Federal  Union.  In  February  1861, 
he  was  elected  a delegate  to  the  State  convention 
which  convened  on  the  4th  of  March,  and  finally, 
at  its  adjourned  session,  passed  the,  ordinance  of 
secession.  He  and  Judge  B.  C.  Totten  were  can- 
didates for  the  chairmanship  of  this  convention, 
the  former  representing  the  Union  strength,  and 
tho  latter  the  disunion  element  as  it.  was  then 
developed.  Walker  received  forty  out  of  the  sev- 
enty-live votes  cast,  and  thereupon  took  the  chair; 
but  owing  to  the  rapid  change  of  sentiment  all  of 
the  majority,  save  one,  finally  voted  with  the 
minority,  and  Arkansas  formally  withdrew  from  the 
Union,  with  Judge  Walker  as  a leader.  In  1866 
lie  was  elected  chief  justice  of  the  State,  but  -in 
less  than  two  years  was  removed  from  the  office  by 


military  power.  At  the  close  of  the  reconstruction 
period  he  was  again  elected  to  the  supreme  bench 
j and  served  thereon  until  September,  1878,  when 
. he  resigned  at  the  age  of  seventy-two,  and  retired 
to  private  life.  He  died  September  30,  1879.  He 
was  a pious  and  conscientious  man,  an  able  jurist, 
a pioneer  of  Arkansas,  highly  respected  by  its  citi- 
zens. 

Gen.  Grandison  D.  Royston,  a son  of  Joshua 
Royston  and  Elizabeth  S.  (Watson)  Royston,  na- 
tives, respectively,  of  Maryland  and  Virginia,  and 
both  of  pure  English  descent,  was  born  on  the 
9th  of  December,  1809,  in  Carter  County,  Term. 
His  father  was  an  agriculturist  and  Indian  trader 
of  great  energy  and  character,  and  his  mother 
was  a daughter  of  that  eminent  Methodist  divine, 
Rev.  Samuel  Watson,  one  of  the  pioneers  of 
the  Holstein  conference  in  East  Tennessee.  He 
was  educated  in  the  common  neighborhood  schools 
and  in  a Presbyterian  academy  in  Washington 
County,  Tenn.  In  1829  he  entered  the  law  office 
of  Judge  Emerson,  at  Jonesboro,  in  that  State, 
and  two  years  after  was  admitted  to  the  bar.  Sub- 
sequently he  emigrated  to  Arkansas  Territory,  and 
I in  April,  1832,  located  in  Fayetteville,  Washing- 
ton County,  where  he  remained  only  eight  months, 

| teaching  school  five  days  in  the  week  and  practic- 
' ing  law  in  justices’  courts  on  Saturdays.  He  then 
j moved  to  Washington,  in  Hempstead  County, 

! where  he  continued  to  reside  until  his  death.  In 
the  performance  of  his  professional  duties  he  trav- 
1 eled  the  circuits  of  the  Territory  and  State  in  that 
i cavalcade  of  legal  lights  composed  of  such  men  as 
Hempstead,  Fowler,  Trapnall,  Cummins,  Pike, 
Walker,  Yell,  Ashley,  Bates,  Searcy  and  others. 

In  1S33  he  was  elected  prosecuting  attorney 
for  the  Third  circuit,  and  performed  the  duties  of 
that  office  for  two  years.  In  January,  1836,  Le 
served  as  a delegate  from  Hempstead  County  in 
the  convention  at  Little  Rock,  which  framed  the 
first  constitution  of  the  State;  and  in  the  fall  of 
the  same  year  he  was  elected  to  represent  his 
county  in  the  first  legislature  of  the  State.  After 
the  expulsion  of  John  Wilson,  speaker  of  the  house, 
who  killed  Representative  John  J.  Anthony,  Roy- 
ston was  on  joint  ballot  elected  to  fill  the  vacant 


-v 


' 


112 


HISTORY  OF  ARKANSAS. 


speakership  but  declined  the  office.  In  184-1 
President  Tyler  appointed  him  United  States  dis- 
trict attorney  for  the  district  of  Arkansas,  which 
office  he  held  a short  time  and  then  resigned  it. 
In  1S5S  he  represented  the  counties  of  Hempstead, 
.Pike  and  Lafayette  in  the  State  legislature,  and 
became  the  author  of  the  levee  system  of  the  State. 
In  1SG1  he  was  elected  to  the  Confederate  Con- 
gress, serving  two  years.  In  1874  he  was  a dele- 
gate from  Hempstead  County  to  the  constitutional 
convention,  and  was  elected  president  of  that 
body.  In  1870  he  represented  the  State  at  large 
in  the  National  Democratic  convention  at  St.  Louis, 
and  voted  for  Tilden  and  Hendricks.  He  was  al- 
ways a Democrat,  a man  of  culture,  refinement  and 
winning  manners,  and  enjoyed  in  a large  degree 
the  confidence  of  the  people.  He  obtained  his 
title  as  general  by  serving  on  the  staff  of  Gov. 
Drew  with  the  rank  of  brigadier-general.  He 
died  August  14,  1889,  in  his  eightieth  year.  He, 
too,  was  one  of  the  last  prominent  pioneers  of  Ar- 
kansas, and  it  is  said  he  was  the  last  surviving 
member  of  the  constitutional  convention  of  1836. 

Judge  James  Woodson  Bates  was  born  in 
Goochland  County,  Ya.,  about  the  year  1788.  He 
was  educated  in  the  Yale  and  Princeton  Col- 
leges, graduating  from  the  latter  about  1810. 
When  quite  young  he  attended  the  trial  of  Aaron 
Burr,  for  treason,  at  Richmond.  Soon  after  grad- 
uating he  read  law.  In  the  meantime  his  brother, 
Frederick  Bates,  was  appointed  first  secretary  of 
Missouri  Territory,  and  was  acting  governor  in 
the  absence  of  Gov.  Clark.  About  1810  ho  fol- 
lowed his  brother  to  the  West,  and  settled  in  St. 
Louis.  In  1820  he  removed  to  the  Post  of  Arkan- 
sas and  there  began  the  practice  of  his  profession, 
but  had  scarcely  opened  his  office  when  he  was 
elected  first  delegate  to  Congress  from  Arkansas 
Territory.  In  1823  he  was  a candidate  for  re- 


election,  but  was  defeated  by  the  celebrated  Henry 
W.  Conway,  an  able  man,  who  commanded  not 
only  the  influence  of  his  own  powerful  family,  but 
that  of  the  Rectors,  the  Johnsons,  Roanes  and 
Ambrose  H.  Sevier,  and  all  the  political  adherents 
of  Gen.  Jackson,  then  so  popular  in  the  South 
and  West.  The  influence  and 'strength  of  this 
combined  opposition  could  not  be  overcome. 

After  his  short  Congressional  career  closed,  he 
moved  to  the  newly  settled  town  of  Batesville,  and 
resumed  the  practice  of  his  profession.  Batesville 
was  named  after  him.  In  November,  1825,  Presi- 
dent Adams  appointed  him  one  of  the  Territorial 
judges,  in  virtue  of  which  he  was  one  of  the 
judges  of  the  superior  or  appellate  court  organized 
on  the  plan  of  the  old  English  court  in  banc.  On 
the  accession  of  Gen.  Jackson  to  the  presidency, 
his  commission  expired  without  renewal,  and  he 
soon  after  removed  to  Crawford  County,  married 
a wealthy  widow,  and  became  stationary  on  a rich 
farm  near  Van  Buren.  In  the  fall  of  1835  he 
was  elected  to  the  constitutional  convention,  and 
contributed  his  ability  and  learning  in  the  forma- 
tion of  our  first  organic  law  as  a State  Soon 
after  the  accession  of  John  Tyler  to  the  presidency, 
he  appointed  Judge  Bates  register  of  the  land 
office  at  Clarksville,  in  recognition  of  an  old 
friend.  He  discharged  every  public  trust,  and 
all  the  duties  devolved  on  him  as  a private  citizen, 
with  the  utmost  fidelity.  Strange  to  say,  whilst 
he  possessed  the  most  fascinating  conversational 
powers,  he  was  a failure  as  a public  speaker.  He 
was  also  a brother  to  Edward  Bates,  the  attorney- 
general  in  President  Lincoln's  cabinet.  He  was 
well  versed  in  the  classics,  and  familiar  with  the 
best  authors  of  English  and  American  literature, 
lie  died  at  his  home  in  Crawford  County  in  1840, 
universally  esteemed. 
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“ We  have  no  title  deeds  to  house  or  lands; 

Owners  and  occupants  of  earlier  dales 
From  graves  forgotten  stretch  their  dusty  hands, 
And  hold  in  mortmain  still  their  old  estates.” 


county  of  Clark  lies  in 
the  southwestern  part  of 
Arkansas,  and  is  bounded 
north  by  Montgomery  and 
Hot  Springs  Counties,  east 
by  Dallas,  south  by  Oua- 
chita and  Nevada,  and  west 
by  Pike  Count}'.  Accord- 
ing to  the  Government  sur- 
vey of  the  public  lands,  it  com- 
prises portions  of  Townships  5 to 
11,  inclusive,  south  of  the  base 
line,  in  Ranges  18  to  23,  in- 
clusive, west  of  the  fifth  prin- 
cipal meridian.  The  line  of  the 
thirty- fourth  degree  of  north 
latitude  passes  through  the  coun- 
ty a little  south  of  its  center,  and 
the  line  of  the  ninety-third  degree 
of  west  longitude  passes  through 
the  county  a little  east  of  its  cen- 
ter. The  total  area  of  the  county  is  about  031 
'<1  n are  miles,  or  500.0(10  acres,  and  it  has  a general 
’rend  toward  the  southeast,  as  shown  by  its  water- 
courses. 

the  Onacliita  River,  which  is  navigable  up  to 
trkadelphia,  the  county  seat,  passes  through  a por- 

n 


tion  of  the  eastern  part  of  the  county,  and  also 
forms  about  one-half  of  the  eastern  boundary  line 
thereof.  This  is  a beautiful  river  of  clear  As'ater. 
having  its  source  in  the  mountains  of  Western  Ar- 
kansas, and  being  fed  by  the  clear- water  streams 
of  that  region.  The  Little  Missouri  River  strikes 
the  western  boundary  of  the  county  about  a mile 
Avest  of  the  center  of  Township  9 south,  Range  22 
west,  and  from  thence  it  flows  in  a southeasterly 
and  easterly  direction,  forming  the  southern  bound- 
ary of  the  county,  to  its  junction  with  the  Oua- 
chita River,  at  the  southeast  corner  of  the  countv. 
It  is  also  a beautiful  stream  of  Clearwater,  flowing 
from  the  highlands  and  mountains  of  Southwestern 
Arkansas.  The  Antoine  River  strikes  the  county 
on  the  line  dividing  Ranges  23  and  2d  west,  near 
the  middle  of  Township  0 south,  and  flows  thence 
in  a general  direction  a little  east  of  south,  form- 
ing the  western  boundary  of  the  county,  to  its 
junction  with  the  Little  Missouri  River  at  the 
point  above  described,  -where  the  latter  river  first 
touches  the  county.  Caddo  Creek  enters  the 
county  from  the  west  near  the  middle  of  Township 
5 south,  and  flows  thence  in  an  easterly  and  south- 
easterly direction  through  the  countv  to  its  junc- 
tion with  the  Ouachita  River,  at  a point  about  four 
miles  north  of  Arlcadelphia. 
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Terre  Noir  Creek  rises  in  the  northwestern 
part  of  the  county  and  flows  thence  in  a general 
southeasterly  direction  to  ils  junction  with  the  Lit- 
tle Missouri  River  about  two  miles  above  the  mouth 
of  the  latter.  The  streams  mentioned,  together 
with  their  tributaries,  complete  the  natural  drain- 
age of  the  county. 

The  surface  of  the  county,  with  the  exception 
of  that  portion  known  as  the  Chalybeate  Mount- 
ains, is  generally  level  or  gently  rolling.  The 
Chalybeate  Mountains,  so  called,  is  simply  a range 
of  hills,  not  over  ISO  feet  high,  which  extends 
' across  the  county,  beginning  at  a point  about 
ten  miles  northwest  of  Arkadelphia.  and  running 
thence  in  a direction  bearing  a little  south  of  west. 
On  the  top  of  this  range  is  a noted  chalybeate 
spring,  and  on  its  southern  slope  and  toward  the 
center  of  the  county  are  seven  or  more  springs  emit- 
ting.the  same  kind  of  water.  One  of  these  springs 
is  located  at  the  camp  meeting  grounds  live  miles 
north  of  Okoloua.  During  the  hot  season  of  the 
year  these  springs  are  visited  by  families  from  Ark- 
adelphia and  other  towns  in  the  vicinity,  who 
spend  weeks  encamping  there  and  enjoying  the 
health-renewing  waters  and  the  cool  breezes  of  the 
shady  groves.  In  the  locality  surrounding  a point 
twelve  miles  west  of  Arkadelphia  there  are  sev- 
eral white  sulphur  springs,  which  are  frequently 
visited  by  those  seeking  health  and  recreation. 
From  a point  one  mile  east  of  Arkadelphia,  extend- 
ing up  the  Saline  Bayou  about  six  miles,  is  a salt 
springs  basin.  Works  have  been  established  one 
mile  east  of  Arkadelphia  and  at  other  points  in 
the  basin  where  much  salt  has  been  manufactured. 
Salt  was  made  here  soon  after  the  settlement  com- 
menced, and  from  time  to  time  thereafter,  and 
| during  the  Civil  War  much  was  manufactured 
there  for  the  Confederate  army.  No  works  are 
now  in  operation,  but  investigation  has  proven 
that  by  boring  the  proper  depth,  salt  could  be 
found  in  quantities  to  warrant  the  erection  of  ex- 
tensive works  for  its  manufacture.  In  addition  to 
the  foregoing,  there  are  many  excellent  fresh  water 
springs  throughout  the  county,  and  good  well- 
water  is  generally  found  at  from  fifteen  to  thirty- 
free  feet  iu  depth,  with  the  exception  of  the  imme- 
diate vicinity  of  Guidon,  where  it  is  necessary  to 
i bore  ISO  feet  for  water.  When  water  is  struck 
in  these  deep  wells,  it  rises  to  the  surface  and 
flows  out  into  a constant  stream.  Wherever  good 
spring  and  well-water  can  not  be  easily  obtained 
throughout  the  count)  , cistern  water  is  used,  and 
by  many  it  is  preferred,  even  where  well-water  is 
easily  secured.  Judge  M.  \\  . Benjamin,  of  Little 
Rock,  in  his  early  history  of  Arkansas,  con- 


cludes from  his  investigations  that  the  great  ex- 
j plorer,  De  Soto,  stopped  with  his  men,  when  he 
; visited  the  territory  west  of  the  Mississippi,  at  the 
j salt  springs  near  the  present  site  of  Arkadelphia, 
j and  manufactured  a supply  of  salt. 

A tract  extending  from  the  Ouachita  River 
j through  the  central  portion  of  the  county,  to  its 
I western  boundary,  and  embracing  about  one-fourth 
\ of  its  area,  consists  of  black  lime  or  cretaceous  lands, 
j the  body  being  the  extreme  eastern  limit  of  that 
j formation  which,  beginning  iu  Western  Texas  and 
j the  Indian  Territory,  is  terminated  in  this  State  by 
the  Ouachita  River.  Another  proportion  of  the 
whole  1 IS,  500  acres  comprises  alluvial  river  and 
j creek  lands,  and  a remainder  of  271,171  acres  con- 
sists of  red  and  yellow  loam  uplands. 

The  number  of  acres  in  cultivation  is  170,000; 

! area  in  woodland,  3S7,671  acres;  area  of  water  sur- 
1 face,  21,320  acres,  or  in  all,  590,000  acres — the 
i total  area  of  the  county. 

Of  the  whole  area,  exclusive  of  water  surface, 
the  title  of  481,070  acres  is  lodged  in  other  than 
! the  State  and  national  governments;  and  of  the  re- 
mainder, also  exclusive  of  water  surface,  45,000 
I acres  are  United  States  lands,  and  21,329  acres  the 
I ownership  of  which  is  vested  iu  the  State  of  Ark- 


j ansas. 

The  price  of  land  is  as  follows,  the  price  of 
j course,  when  cleared,  being  largely  governed  by 
j the  character  of  improvement,  or  by  other  appar- 
ent advantages:  Improved  black  and  alluvial 

lands,  $10  to  825  per  acre;  unimproved,  85  to 
, 810  per  acre:  red  and  yellow  loam,  upland  black 
! lands,  gravelly  and  sandy  land,  average  price  im- 
J proved,  $10;  timber  land,  from  81.25  to  $10  per 
j acre. 

The  average  production  of  the  best  land  is: 
For  cotton.  1,200  pounds;  corn,  35  bushels,  and 
j oats  40  bushels  to  the  acre.  The  average  on  the 
j balance  is:  Cotton,  SOO  pounds;  corn  25,  and 

j oats.  30  bushels  to  the  acre. 

The  rental  price  of  the  best  land  is  85  to  86 
1 per  acre;  of  the  second  grade,  82  to  $3  per  acre. 

On  the  tract  of  land  above  described,  embrac- 
ing the  black  lime  or  cretaceous  soil,  there  Is  but 
: little  pine  timber,  it  being  covered  mostly  with  the 
i several  kinds  of  oak,  with  some  black  walnut  and 
! other  varieties.  In  the  balance  of  the  county,  both 
! north  and  south  of  this  tract,  there  is  a seeming.lv 
inexhaustible  supply  of  good  pine  timber — many 
j of  the  trees  being  from  one  to  two  feet  in  diameter 
j at  the  stump.  Iron  has  been  discovered  in  the 
j southern  and  coal  iu  the  southeastern  part  of  the 
| county,  but  no  mines  have  been  opened,  and  it  is 
j not  believed  that  either  of  these  ‘'hidden  treas- 
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lives  of  earth”  exist  here  in  quantities  sufficient  to 
warrant  their  mining. 

From  the  best  available  authority  it  appears 
that  the  settlement  of  Clark  County,  as  it  is  now 
limited,  began  in  the  year  1S11.  The  first  settle- 
ments were  made  at  what  is  now  Arkadelphia. 
along  the  Caddo,  and  south  of  the  Caddo  and  west 
of  Arkadelphia  to  the  vicinity  of  Okolona.  Jacob 
and  Abram  Wells  settled  in  the  Stroud  neighbor- 
hood in  1811  or  1S12,  and  soon  thereafter  William 
Stroud  settled  on  Section  28,  Township  7 south, 
Range  21  west,  and  at  his  house  the  county  seat 
was  afterward  hold  for  some  year's.  Other  early 
settlers  in  this  neighborhood  were  Thomas  Fish, 
John  Wilson,  A.  H.  and  Samuel  M.  Rutherford, 
and  Abner  Hignight.  The  latter  was  a great 
hunter,  and  probably  killed  more  buffalo  than  any 
other  settler.  Near  Mr.  Hignighfs  place  was  a 
“buffalo  lick,”  which  these  animals  frequently 
visited,  and  there  fell  a prey  to  Hignight,  the 
Wells  and  other  early  settlers.  Zach.  Davis  and 
Jacob  Barkman  were  among  the  first  settlers  on 
the  Caddo.  The  Calloways  settled  near  Arkadel- 
phia. and  the  Logans  near  Okolona.  In  1818 
A' alter  Crow  settled  four  miles  wTest  of  the  site  of 
Arkadelphia.  The  McLaughlins  were  also  among 
the  first  settlers. 

M ary  Dixon,  a widow,  settled  about  six  miles 
west  of  the  present  site  of  Arkadelphia,  and  in 
1821,  when  the  first  land  entries  were  made,  she 
entered  240  acres  there.  Jacob  and  William  II. 
Stroope  settled  in  the  same  neighborhood.  David 
Fish,  A.  E.  Thornton  and  brother.  A.  J.  Thornton, 
and  William  Gentry,  were  among  the  first  to  locate 
in  the  Okolona  settlement.  In  connection  with 
the  organization  of  the  county  and  in  the  list  of 
county  officers,  which  will  follow,  will  appear  the 
names  of  many  other  early  settlers,  but  the  reader 
must  bear  in  mind  that  not  all  of  them  were  set- 
llers  of  the  county  as  it  is  now  composed,  many  of 
them  being  located  in  counties  since  formed  out 
of  the  original  Clark.  County. 

The  county  of  Clark,  named  after  Gov.  William 
Clark,  was  organized  under  an  act  of  the  Leeds- 
lature  of  Missouri  Territory,  which  was  approved 
December  15,  1818.  Prior  to  this  date,  the  terri- 
tory now  embraced  in  the  State  of  Arkansas  was 
divided  into  two  counties — Lawrence  and  Arkansas. 
Lawrence  County  embraced  the  northeast  portion 
of  what  is  now  the  State  of  Arkansas,  and  a part 
of  what  is  now  Southeast  Missouri;  and  Arkansas 
County  covered  all  the  balance  of  what  is  now  the 
•"date  of  Arkansas.  The  act  that  created  Clark 
County  also  established  the  counties  of, Pulaski  and 
Hempstead.  These  three  counties  were  all  formed 


out  of  Arkansas  County.  Clark  was  made  to  ex- 
tend to  the  Saline  River  on  the  east,  to  the  Louis- 
iana line  on  the  south,  to  the  Little  Missouri  on 
the  west  and  some  distance  north  of  its  present 
limits.  Thus  it  included  a large  portion  of  coun- 
try which  has  since  been  cut  off  from  time  to  time 
and  organized  into  other  counties.  The  following 
is  a description  of  the  boundary  lines  of  t lie  county 
as  it  now  exists: 

Commencing  on  the  line  dividing  Townships  5 
and  (')  south,  in  Range  19  west,  at  the  point  where 
Bayou  vde  Roche  crosses  said  line:  thence  down 
stream  to  the  junction  of  Bayou  de  Roche  with  the  * 
Ouachita  River;  thence  down  the  river  to  the  line 
dividing  Townships  0 and  7 south;  then  east  on 
the  township  line  to  the  line  dividing  Ranges  17 
and  18;  thence  south  on  the  range  line  to  the  line 
dividing  Townships  8 and  9 south;  thence  west  on 
the  township  line  to  the  Ouachita  River;  thence 
down  the  river  to  the  southeast  corner  of  the  coun- 
ty, at  the  mouth  of  the  Little  Missouri  River; 
thence  up  the  Little  Missouri  River,  in  a westerly 
and  northwesterly  direction,  to  the  moulh  of  the 
Antoine  River;  thence  up  the  latter  river  to  the 
line  between  Ranges  23  and  24  west,  in  Township 
6 south;  theuce  north  on  the  range  line  to  the  line 
dividing  Townships  5 and  0 south;  thence  east  on 
the  township  line  to  the  corner  between  Sections 
32  and  33.  in  Township  5 south,  Range  23  west; 
thence  north  to  the  line  dividing  Townships  4 and 
5 south;  thence  east  on  the  township  line  to  the 
middle  of  Range  22  west;  thence  south  on  section 
lines  to  the  corner  of  Sections  21,  22,  27  and  28, 
in  Township  5 south;  thence  east  on  section  lines 
to  the  line  dividing  Ranges  20  and  21  west;  thence 
south  to  the  line  dividing  Townships  5 and  6 south; 
thence  east  on  the  township  line  to  the  place  of  be- 
ginning, containing  in  all  an  area  of  about  931 
square  miles. 

The  act  creating  the  county  having  been  passed 
so  near  the  close  of  the  year  ISIS,  it  follows  that 
the  actual  organization  of  the  county  could  not  be 
effected  until  the  year  .1819,  when  it  was  com- 
pleted. The  organization  was  effected  by  the 
common  pleas  court,  which  then  existed  under  the 
Territorial  laws.  No  county  court  then  existed. 
Following  is  a copy  of  the  caption  of  the  first 
term  of  court  held  in  Clark  County.  “ At  a court 
of  common  pleas  for  the  county  of  Clark,  holden 
at  the  house  of  Jacob  Barkman  on  the  second 
Monday  of  June,  being  the  14th  day  of  said 
month.  A.  I).  1 "•19,  whereupon  James  Cummins 
and  Stephen  Clanton.  Esqrs. , produced  their  com- 
missions from  the  acting  governor  of  the  Territory 
of  Missouri,  appointing  them  judges  of  said  court. 
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with  the  oath  of  office  endorsed  thereon,  where- 
upon they  took  their  seats  as  such.”  After  the 
admission  of  James  AY.  Rates  and  Samuel  C. 
Roane  as  practicing  attorneys  at  the  liar,  and  an 
order  of  the  court  to  enter  of  record  the  commis- 
sion of  the  latter  as  prosecuting  attorney  of  the 
counties  of  Arkansas,  Pulaski,  Clark  and  Hemp- 
stead. the  following  named  persons  were  presented 
to  the  court  by  the  coroner,  each  one  of  whom 
tool:  the  oath  and  qualified  as  grand  jurors:  AYalter 
Crow,  foreman,  James  Stephenson,  Jesse  Smith. 
AATlliam  McDaniel,  AYilliam  Blakely,  Edward 
Goode,  Thomas  Montgomery,  David  Trammel, 
Micajah  McDaniel,  George  Stroope,  Jacob  Str'oope, 
AA  illiam  Hemphill.  Charles  Sinclear,  Thomas  Mc- 
Glaughlin,  John  Brewer,  AATnthrop  Coleberth, 
AYilliam  Jacobs,  John  McDaniel,  Abner  Hignight 
and  Jesse  Dean. 

The  first  action  brought  was  by  James  Gal- 
breath  on  petition  for  a divorce  from  his  wife, 
Mary  Galbreath.  The  first  and  only  action  of  the 
grand  jury  at  this  term  was  the  finding  of  an 
indictment  against  Henry  Carter  for  assault  and 
battery.  On  the  second  day  of  the  term  the 
county  was  subdivided  into  civil  townships  as  fol-  ! 
lows:  “All  that  portion  of  the  county  compassing  , 
the  water  of  the  Ouachita  as  low  down  as  the 
mouth  of  Island  Bayou  ’ ’ was  made  to  constitute 
the  township  of  AY  arm  Springs;  and  “all  that 
paid  of  said  county  lying  between  said  township 
and  the  main  branch  of  the  Turnwaugh  Bayou”* 
was  made  to  constitute  the  township  of  Caddo. 
“All  that  portion  of  said  county  lying  between 
tlie  Bayou  Turnwaugh  and  Bayou  Antoine,”  ; 
was  named  Antoine  Township,  and  “ all  that  por- 
tion of  said  county  lying  between  the  said  Bayou 
Antoine  and  the  Little  Missouri  ” was  made  to 
constitute  the  township  of  Missouri.  These  de- 
scriptions were  very  indefinite,  but  they  seem  to 
have  answered  the  purpose  at  that  time.  After  , 
continuing  in  session  throe  days,  transacting  the 
necessary  business  for  the  county,  fhe  appointment 
of  minor  officers,  the  laying  out  of  roads,  etc.,  the  i 
court  adjourned  "to  court  in  course.” 

On  Tuesday.  April  IS.  1820,  the  first  term  of 
the  circuit  court  convened  at  the  house  of  Jacob 
Barkman  (which  was  about  six  miles  northwest,  of 
the  present  site  of  Arkadelphia),  with  Judge  Neal 
McLane  presiding.  The  common  {leas  and  circuit 
courts  continued  to  lie  held  alternately  at  the 
house  of  Jacob  Barkmau  until  the  close  of  S SR  1 . 
and  in  March,  1 822.  the  circuit  court  convened  at 
the  house  of  Adam  Stroud,  which  stood  tm  the 
southeast  quarter  of  Section  US,  ’Town  7 south, 
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Range  21  west.  The  courts  continued  to  be  held 
at  or  near  this  place  until  the  spring  of  1831,  when 
the  seat  of  justice  was  moved  to  the  town  of 
Greenville  on  Section  5,  Town  8 south.  Range  21 
west.  This  town  continued  to  be  the  county  seat 
until  18-12,  when  the  seat  of  justice  was  moved  to 
Arkadelphia,  where  it  has  ever  since  and  stili 
remains.  Temporary  county  buildings  were  erected 
at  Greenville.  The  present  «court-house  at  Arka- 
delphia was  completed  in  1844.  and  the  first  term 
of  the  circuit  court  was  held  therein  in  April  of 
that  Year.  It  is  an  old-fashioned  and  substantial 
brick  edifice,  with,  the  county  offices  on  the  first 
floor  and  the  court- room  on  the  second.  It  has 
well  served  its  time,  and  is  now  entirely  too  small, 
and  should  be  replaced  with  a new  house.  A sub- 
stantial brick  jail,  which  was  erected  about  the 
year  1800,  stands  near  the  court-house.  It  has 
one  iron-bound  cell,  and  a burglar  proof  dungeon 
in  the  second  story. 

The  following  is  a list  of  the  names  of  county 
officers  of  Clark  County,  with  date  of  terms  of 
service  annexed,  from  the  organization  of  the 
county  to  the  present  writing: 

Judges — Moses  Moore,  1830-33;  A.  H.  Ruther- 
ford, 1833-30;  Moses  Moore,  January  to  Septem- 
ber, 1836;  AYilliam  Jaines,  1836-38;  John  Wilson, 
1838-40:  J.  D.  Stewart.  1840-42;  J.  L.  McLaugh- 
lin. 1842—44;  J.  H.  Crow,  1844—48;  Jesse  Over- 
ton,  1848-50;  L.  G.  Evans,  1850-52:  N.  Dyer, 
J So 2 -64 ; J.  H.  O' Baugh,  1804—00;  G.  Deaton, 
1 Sob-68:  N.  H.  Locke.  1808— <0;  H.  A.  Timmous, 
1870-72;  abolished  in  1873;  I.  AY.  Smith.  1874- 
84;  J.  AY.  AYilson,  188-1-86;  AY.  A.  Calloway, 
1886-88;  D.  Flanagin,  1SSS-1S90. 

Clerks— AY.  P.  L.  Blair.  1818-19;  H.  S.  Biscc. 
1819-21;  Colbert  Baker,  1821-23;  Thomas  S. 
Drew,  1823-25:  Daniel  Ringo,  1825-30;  Isaac 
AYard.  1830-35;  J.  S.  Ward.  1835-36:  A.  H. 
Rutherford,  1836-38;  J.  S.  AYard,  1836-46.  I. 
A\ . Smith,  1846-56;  Newton  Love.  1S56-62;  I. 
AY.  Smith,  after  March,  1862:  F.  M.  Greene, 
1862-68:  P.  M.  Carmichael,  1868-72;  L.  B.  Clark, 
1872  to  May,  1874;  T.  A.  Heard,  from  May,  JS74. 
to  end  of  the  term;  Jesse  A.  Boss.  1874-80; 
AY.  AY.  Heard,  18SO-8S;  A.  AY.  AYilson.  1888-90.' 

Circuit  clerks— J.  A.  Ross,  1SS0-S2;  R.  R. 
Ross.  1882-88;  T.  N Ewing,  1858—90. 

Sheriffs — Moses  Graham,  ISIS  to  September 
i,  1819,  when  he  died;  S.  M.  Rutherford.  1M9— 
21:  James  Miles,  1821-30;  Joe  Butler,  1830—32; 
A.  L Thornton.  1832—33;  James  Williams.  1833— 
3o;  A.  E.  Thornton,  1885-36;  AY.  S.  Smith.  1836 
-44;  B.  L.  Duucati.  1844-46;  G.  \Y.  Wells.  1846 
-48;  J.  S.  T.  Calloway,  1848-1850;  J.  H.  Crow. 
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|sr>0-51 ; J.  S.  T.  Calloway.  1851—52;  W.  C.  Run 
tilt',  1852-54:  S.  Spence,  Jr.,  1854-60;  T.  F. 
Spence,  1860-02;  Joshua  Elder,  1862-64;  5V.  T. 
Crawley,  1864-65:  B.  L.  Watkins.  1865—66;  T.  B. 
Sloan,  1866-08;  William  AJarbury,  1868-70;  W. 
1'.  Coolidgo,  1870-72;  G.  W.  Grayson,  1872  to 
June,  1874;  A.  J.  Stewart,  from  June,  1874.  to 
end  of  term;  T.  B.  Sloan,  1874-82;  J.  P.  Hulsey, 
1SS2-88;  James  H.  Abraham.  1888-00. 

Treasurers  — Jacob  Wells,  1836-40;  James 
Sloan,  1840—50;  J.  M.  Chandler,  1850-56;  B.  S. 
Duncan.  1856-58:  A.  S.  Wells,  1858-64;  A A " illis 
Wilson,  1864-65;  N.  H.  Locke,  1865-66;  J.  L. 
Stroope,  1860-08:  James  O' Baugh,  1 SOS— 70;  J. 
A.  Lightgoot.  1870-74:  J.  L.  Stroope.-  1874-80; 
F.  J.  Carpenter,  1880-86:  D.  1’.  Dale.  1886-90. 

Coroners — Matthew  Logan,  1818-21;  David 
Fish,  1821-23;  A.  Stroud.  1823-27;  Isaac  Ward. 
1827-30;  Benjamin  Lewis.  1830-33;  D.  Halsey, 
1833-36;  J.  H.  Crow,  1836  (January  to  Septem- 
ber): J.  J.  Bailey,  1836-38:  T.  H.  Proctor,  JS38- 
10;  E.  L.  Hughes,  1840-42:  F.  G.  Moseley,  1842 
-I  t;  W.  E.  Elkins.  1814-46:  William  Eason,  1846 
-o0;  \\  . A.  Calloway,  1850-52;  \Y.  H.  Stroope, 
1852-54;  Thomas  Cook,  1854-56;  John  Jarman, 
1856-58;  E.  S.  Haynes,  1858-60;  J.  M.  Ruffin, 
1860-02;  J.  L.  Calloway,  1862-64;  J.  L.  Folk 
ner.  1864-65;  R.  Welder.  1805-06;  AAA  S.  Stroope, 
1866-68;  Hugh  Halim.  1S6S-72;  W.  Fort.  1872- 
71;  J-.  AY.  McKoy,  1874-76;  James  Rainey,  1S76 
-80;  W.  H.  Calloway.  1880 4)0. 

Surveyors — Thomas  Hubbane,  1827—30;  Moses 
Collins,  1830-36:  T.  H.  Proctor,  1830  (January 
to  September);  J.  H.  Peak.  1S36-46;  AY.  F. 
Browning,  1846-50;  J.  H.  Peak,  1850-52;  AY. 
!'•  Browning,  1852-54:  J.  H.  Peak,  Jr.,  1854-56; 
■1.  C.  Singleton.  1850-58;  A.  J.  Marsh.  1858-60; 
George  Haddock.  1S00-71:  M.  O.  Campbell,  1871- 
7 L E.  G.  Fairbairn.  18i4-i6:  S.  D.  Calloway. 
1876-78;  AY.  AY.  Hall,  1878-80;  T.  Ah  Ewing. 
1880-84;  B.  C.  Montgomery,  1884-88;  E.  G. 
Fai  r bai  r n , 1 888-90. 

Assessors — A.  E.  Habieht.  1868-72;  A.  H. 
Olish,  18(2—74:  Ezra  Cates.  1S74-S0;  S.  D.  Cal- 
loway, 1.SS0-82;  Stan  C.  Harley,  1882— SS;  James 
Strong,  1888—90. 

Representatives  in  Constitutional  Conventions 
John  Wilson,  1839:  H.  Flanagin,  1861;  M.  L. 
Langley,  J.  M.  Stapp.  C.  T.  Jordan  and  J.  Btu- 
Oui,  1891;  S.  Exon  and  Ah  L.  Langley,  1868; 
Harris  Flanagin*  and  J.  A.  Ross,  1874. 

Representatives  in  Territorial  Legislatures — 
("illicit,  1820,  Jacob  Barkman;  House,  1820, 
tliomas  Fish:  Council,  1821,  Sam  C.  Roane; 


! House,  1821,  — ; Council,  1823,  Sam  C. 

j Roane;  House,  1823,  H.  L.  Biscoe;. Council.  1825, 

| Jacob  Barkman;  House,  1825,  John  Calloway; 
Council,  1827  and  1828,  I.  Pennington;  House, 
1827  and  1828,  Joseph  Hardin:  Council,  1829, 
David  Fish;  House,  1829,  John  Speer  and  Joseph 
Hardin;  Council.  1831,  Al.  Collins;  House,  1831, 
j John  AYilson;  Council,  1833,  Asa  Thompson: 

I House,  1833,  John  Wilson. 

State  Legislatures- — Senators:  A.  E.  Thorn- 
ton, 1836-4(7;  T.  C.  Hudson,  1842-45;  B.  AY. 

| Pearce,  •1849);  H.  Flanagin,  1848-49;  J.  II.  Crow, 
1851;  Al.  Bozeman.  1853;  AAA  T.  S.  Barkman. 
1855-57;  A.  A.  Pennington,  1859—61;  I.  AY. 
Smith,  1862;  L.  D.  Cantrell,  1864—65;  A.  A.  Pen- 
nington, 1866-67;  J.  C.  Ray,  1898-99:  J.  How- 
ard. 1871-73;  J.  D.  McCabe,  1874;  O.  D.  East, 
1875-77;  C.  A.  Gantt,  1 879— S 1 ; Jesse  A.  Ross, 
1883-85;  J.  P.  Copeland.  1887. 

Representatives — John  AYilson,  1836-38;  A. 
H.  Rutherford,  1838;  S.  Buckner  and  A.  H. 
Rutherford,  1840:  H.  Flanagin  and  J.  D.  Stewart, 
1842—43;  Joseph  Gray  and  AAhlliam  Owens;  1S44- 
45;  E.  D.  Kirby  and  YA  illiarn  Gentry,  1S46:  J. 
H.  Crow,  1,848-49;  B.  Al.  Hart,  1850-51:  A.  B. 

| Clingmau  and  J.  L.  AYitberspoon.  1852-53;  J.  E. 
Al.  Barkman  and  A.  B.  Beale,  1S54-55;  A.  B. 
Beale  and  AAA  C.  Gentry,  1856-57 ; H.  B.  Stewart 
| and  A.  \Yeir,  1858-59;  Charles  Cargile.  1861-62; 

S.  AL  Scott.  1862;  G.  N.  Greene,  1864-65;  John 
! F.  Riggs,  1866-67;  Clark,  Pike  and  Sevier  Coun- 
; ties,  AY.  A.  Britton.  Sol  Exon,  AAA  P.  Coolidge 

and  J.  R.  Bush,  1868-69;  same  counties.  G.  Had- 
dock. Charles  AY.  Tankersley,  John  A\  agner  and 

T.  G.  T.  Steele.  1871;  same  counties,  C.  AY. 
Tankersley  and  G.  A.  Kingston,  1873;  same  coun- 
ties, H.  II.  Arnold,  D.  D.  Brock  and  A.  J.  Marsh, 
1S74;  A.  N.  Weir  and  J.  O.  Browning.  18 (4  - i5; 
H.  H.  Coleman  and  A.  J.  Hearn,  18 17;  J.  YA . 
Al'iller  and  AY.  H.  AYeir,  1879:  J.  F.  Biggs  and 
T.  J.  Clingan,  1881;  T.  J.  Clingan  and  Gordon 
Deaton,  18S3:  H.  AAA  AIcAIillan  and  J.  F.  Biggs, 
1885;  R.  P.  Phillips  and  I.  AAA  Smith.  lSSi. 

Of  the  resources  of  Clark  County,  the  agricult- 
ural has  always  and  probably  will  always  take  the 
j lead.  The  principal  productions  are  cotton  and 
| corn.  In  18S0  there  were  in  the  county  1.912 
| farms,  of  an  average  size  of  126  acres,  and  the 
farm  productions  for  the  previous  year,  including 
| the  articles  sold  and  consumed,  amounted  in  value 
to  81 ,070,692.  Taking  into  consideration  the  in- 
creased population,  the  additional  facilities  for 
; transportation,  and  the  better  modes  of  farming,  it 
is  safe  to  estimate  the  value  of  the  farm  proJuc- 
| tions  now  at  double  the  amount  given  by  the  een- 


. 


118 


HISTORY  OF  ARKANSAS. 


sus  of  IS  SO.  In  1870  the  county  produced  470,- 
352  bushels  of  corn,  25,009  bushels  of  oats; 
11,953  bushels  of  wheat;  30,901  gallons  of  sor- 
ghum molasses;  139  tons  of  hay;  3,792  pounds  of 
tobacco;  4,065  /bushels  of  Irish  potatoes;  25,566 
bushels  of  sweet  potatoes;  13,924  bales  of  cotton. 
The  orchard  products  amounted  to  826,989,  and 
the  forest  products  to  823,360.  This  shows  that 
corn,  cotton,  oats  and  sweet  potatoes  were  the 
products  then  mostly  raised  by  the  farmers.  Corn 
and  cotton  are  still  the  leading  products  and  prob- 
ably always  will  be,  and  of  these  cotton  is  by  far 
the  most  profitable.  More  diversified  farming 
would  pay  better.  As  far  as  possible  the  farmer 
should  raise  everything  that  his  family  and  animals 
consume,  and  thus  enable  him  to  buy  less. 

The  number  of  animals  in  the  county  in  1880, 
as  shown  by  the  census  reports,  was  as  follows: 
Horses,  2,854;  mules  and  asses,  1,493;  cattle, 
14,673;  sheep,  2,638;  hogs,  34,889.  The  number 
assessed  for  taxation  in  1889  was:  Horses,  3,230; 

mules  and  asses,  2,054;  cattle,  9,518;  sheep.  3,990; 
hogs,  22,838.  This  shows  a large  increase  in  all 
except  cattle  and  hogs,  and  the  apparent  decrease 
in  these  is  accounted  for  by  the  fact  that  the  cen- 
sus of  1880  included  the  number  of  animals  sold 
and  slaughtered  in  the  year,  while  the  assessor's 
report  for  1889  included  only  the  number  on  hand 
subject  to  taxation.  In  1889  the  real  estate  of  the 
county  was  assessed  for  taxation  at  81,116.930, 
and  the  personal  property,  including  railroad 
property,  at  81,078.775,  making  a total  of  the  tax- 
able property  of  the  county  of  82,795,705. 

As  property  in  this  State  is  generally  assessed  at 
about  one-third  of  its  real  value,  it  is  safe  to  esti- 
mate the  real  value  of  all  the  property  of  the  county 
at  about  88,000,000.  The  total  amount  of  taxes 
charged  in  the  county  in  1SS9  for  all  purposes  was 
$56,512.07.  Certainly  this  is  a small  amount  of 
taxes  to  be  charged  on  so  large  an  amount  of 
property.  The  assessment  of  the  railroad  prop- 
erty, all  combined,  amounts  to  8579,451,  and  it  is 
estimated  that  the  railroad  corporations,  on  the 
value  of  their  roads  and  the  lands  owned  by  them, 
pay  nearly  one-third  of  all  the  taxes  in  the  county. 

The  Iron  Mountain  Railroad  was  completed 
through  the  county  in  1 S 1 3.  The  first  train  arrived 
at  Arkadelphia  June  30  of  that  year.  This  road 
enters  the  county  about  five  miles  northeast  of 
Arkadelphia,  and  passes  through  it  in  a southwest- 
erly direction  by  way  of  Arkadelphia.  Curtis, 
Sniithton,  Gurdon  and  Beiruo,  a distance  of  29  p*( ,;5I| 
miles.  The  Camden  Branch  of  the  Iron  Mountain 
Railroad  runs  from  Guidon,  in  the  south  central 
part  of  the  county,  by  way  of  Whelon  Spring'  to 


the  southern  boundary,  a distance  of  IOp0*0-  miles, 
thus  making  4 0 T307u  11J9es  of  the  Iron  Mountain 
railway  within  the  county,  all  of  which  was 
assessed  in  1889  for  taxation  at  8468,230. 

The  "Ultima  Thule,  Arkadelphia  & Mississippi 
Railroad. which  was  completed  in  1886, extends  from 
Daleville,  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  river  from  Ark- 
adelphia. in  a southeasterly  direction  to  Dalark  in 
Dallas  County.  The  length  of  its  line  in  Clark 
County  is  10r\50-  miles,  and  in  .1889  it  was  assessed 
for  taxation  at  $26,747.  The  Southwest  Arkansas 
& Indian  Territory  (narrow  gauge)  Railway  extends 
from  Hebron,  in  the' southeast  part  of  the  county, 
by  w7ay  of  Smithton  to  Okolona.  in  the  western  part 
of  the  county,  a distance  of  23y\j50-  miles,  and  in 
1889  it  was  valued  for  taxation  at  884,475.  In 
addition  to  the  foregoing  the  Gurdon  Lumber 
Company  has  a narrow  gauge  railway,  which  ex- 
tends from  Gurdon  in  a southerly  direction  about 
ten  miles  into  the  country.  The  latter  is  used 
mostly  for  shipping  timber  to  Gurdon.  This 
makes  84  miles,  in  round  numbers,  of  railroad 
within  the  county.  Not  many  communities  in  the 
State  can  boast  of  more  miles  of  railway  line. 

In  January,  1 .889.  statistics  pertaining  to  the 
lumber  business  of  Clark  County  for  the  year  1SS8 
were  very  carefully  compiled,  and  published  in 
the  Arkansas  Gazette,  from  which  the  following 
information  is  taken: 

The  total  train-loads  of  yellow  pine  lumber 
shipped  from  the  county  during  1888  was  370, 
which,  at  twenty-two  cars  to  the  train,  aggregates 
7,406  carloads. 

The  amount  of  yellow  pine  lumber,  in  feet, 
shipped  during  1888,  was  88.872,000,  and  the 
stock  on  hand  January  1.  1889,  25,000,000  feet: 
or,  say  a total  of  113,872,000  feet,  which,  as  the 
cut  of  the  year,  is  seen  by  comparison  to  have  been 
equal  to  more  than  one-iifth  the  published  total 
yellow  pine  cut  of  the  Atlantic  coast  during  1888. 

The  total  amount  of  yellow  pine  lumber  brought 
over  to  1888  from  the  active  demand  of  1887  was 
less  than  12,000,000  feet.  This  amount  is  fully 
accounted  for  in  the  fact  that  in  the  above  only 
12.000  is  estimated  to  the  carload,  when  in  reality 
the  average  should  have  been  14.000  feet  to  the 
carload;  and  therefore  the  total  shipments  still  en- 
titled to  a credit  of  14,812,000  feet,  which  more 
than  covers  the  total  amount  brought  over  from 
1887. 

Notwithstanding  an  uninterrupted  drain  which 
lias  continued  through  ten  years,  the  remaining 
timber  distribution  of  the  county  is  estimated  at 
2, 500.0(H), 000  feet,  of  which  it  is  claimed  1.  700,- 
000,000  is  pine,  and  800.000,000  hardwood. 
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The  following  is  the  carload  shipments  of  yel- 
low pine  lumber  from  the  county  by  stations  dur- 
ing 1888: 


Guidon,  number  of  carloads 4,000 

Arkadolpliia.  number  of  carloads 885 

Nmitbton,  number  of  carloads , 1,019 

Piernc.  number  of  carloads 509 

Whelm,  number  of  carloads 514 

Curtis,  number  of  carloads 299 

Total  carloads  in  1888 7,406 


The  following  is  a list  of  the  lumber  mills  in 
operation  in  the  county  that  year,  together  with 
the  number  of  hands  employed,  the  cut  in  feet, 
and  the  carloads  shipped  during  the  year: 

The  Smithton  Lumber  Company,  at  Smitliton, 
employed  150  hands,  cut  8,400,000  feet,  and 
shipped  1.0(9  carloads. 

The  Arlcadelphia  Lumber  Company,  at  Arkadel- 
phia,  employed  175  hands,  cut  S. 950, 000  feet,  and 
shipped  885  carloads. 

The  Guidon  Lumber  Company,  at  Gordon,  em- 
ployed 120  hands,  cut  8,370,(529  feet,  and  shipped 
1,0-15  carloads. 

The  Whelen  Lumber  Company,  at  Whelen,  em- 
ployed seventy -live  hands,  cut  8,000,000  feet,  and 
shipped  514  carloads. 

The  Empire  Lumber  Company,  on  the  Gordon 
A Camden  Branch  Railroad,  cut  7,000,000  feet, 
and  shipped  550  carloads. 

The  Barnes  Lumber  Company,  at  Bierne  Sta- 
tion, cut  and  shipped  216  carloads. 

L.  L.  Reeder,  near  Curtis,  cut  2,660,000  feet. 
T.  H.  McNeill,  also  near  Curtis,  cut  1.220,000 
feet.  T.  J.  Freeman  A Son,  also  near  Curtis,  cut 

1.500.000  feet.  Bourland  Bros.  & Co.,  in  the 
vicinity  of  Curtis,  cut  and  shipped  242  car  loads. 
Stuart.  Clice  A Co.,  on  the  Ultima  Thule,  Arka- 
delphia  & Mississippi  River  Railway,  cut  1,800,000 
feet.  Joe  Scott,  on  the  same  railway,  cut  800,000 
feet.  Joe  Neal,  also  on  the  same  railway  line,  cut 

500.000  feet.  T.  J.  Stewart,  at  Bierne  Station, 
cut  1,643.450  feet.  Stewart  A Hardage,  at  Hard- 
age.  cut  2. 142.000  feet.  Thomas  Donnell,  at  the 
mouth  of  the  De  Roche,  cut  1.500,000  feet.  R.  B. 
F.  Key,  near  Gurdon,  cut  2,500,000  feet.  J.  A. 
Barrenger,  on  the  Gurdon  A Camden  Branch  Rail- 
way, cut  2,000,000  feet.  John  4 lace,  on  the  same 
railway  line,  cut  2.S80.000  feet.  J.  F.  Miles  A 
Cn.,  near  Ashton,  cut  3,000,000  feet.  The  Bierne 
Lumber  Company,  Chambers  A Gordon,  lessees, 
near  Bierne,  cut  600,000  feet.  J.  W.  Clark,  at 
Bierne,  cut  1,000,000  feet.  A.  W.  Cagle,  also 
m-ar  Bierne,  cut  1,200,000  feet.  The  Gonpau 
Lumber  Company,  near  Bierne.  cut."  800,000  feet. 
Oscar  Rowley,  near  Bierne,  cut  500,000  feet.  Dal 


las  A Morrison,  near  Smithton,  cut  3,000,000  feet. 

A.  T.  Benedict  A Son,  also  near  Smithton,  cut 

4,200,000  feet.  J.  M.  Derritt,  near  Smithton,  j 
cut  4,000,000  feet.  J.  E.  AVoolridge  A Co.,  with 
shipping  point  at  Smithton,  cut  3,000,000  feet. 

The  common  pleas  court,  which  existed  under 
the  old  laws  of  Missouri  Territory,  and  in  which 
the  county  of  Clark  was  organized,  was  abolished 
by  action  of  law  when  the  Territory  of  Arkansas 
was  organized,  and  from  that  time  until  the  county 
court  was  organized,  in  1829,  the  county  business 
was  transacted  in  the  circuit  court.  The  courts 
now  consist  of  the  county,  probate  and  circuit. 
Many  prominent  men,  or  those  who  became  promi- 
nent in  the  State,  were  early  settlers  of  Clark 
County,  and  were  connected  with  its  organization. 
Among  these  was  Thomas  S.  Drew,  the  third  clerk 
of  the  county,  and  afterward  governor  of  the  State. 
The  members  of  the  legal  bar  of  the  county  at  this 
writing  are  H.  W.  McMillen,  I.  W.  Smith,  J.  VvT. 
Miller,  J.  P.  Hart,  Duncan  Flanagin,  E.  C.  Mc- 
Donald, J.  H.  Crawford,  J.  S.  Townsend.  T.  D. 
Crawford,  C.  Y.  Murry,  E.  B.  Ivinsworth  and  J. 

E.  Bradley. 

As  Clark  is  an  old  county,  it  has  the  record  of 
many  crimes  committed  in  what  is  now  the  territory 
of  several  other  counties,  but  since  being  reduced 
to  its  present  size  it  has  not  been  afflicted  with  any 
more  crime  than  is  usual  in  any  county  of  like  ; 
extent.  A number  of  murders  have  been  commit- 
ted, and  a few  murderers  have  paid  the  penalty 
by  legal  execution  on  the  gallows.  In  sobriety  and 
good  behavior  the  people  of  Clark  County  are  fully 
up  with  their  neighbors  everywhere. 

Upon  the  approach' the  Civil  War  of  1861-65. 
a large  majority  of  the  citizens  of  Clark  County 
were  in  favor  of  secession  from  the  Union,  and 
accordingly  cast  their  lot  with  the  so-called  South- 
ern Confederacy.  Several  hundred  soldiers  were 
raised  within  the  county  for  the  Confederate  army, 
many  of  whom  were,  under  the  force  of  cir- 
cumstances, compelled  to  enter  the  service  against 
their  wills.  There  were  some  stanch  Union  men 
in  the  county,  but  after  the  excitement  grew  hot 
they  had  to  keep  silent  or  leave  their  homes.  But 
few  organized  bodies  visited  or  passed  through  the 
county  until  September,  1863.  when  the  Confeder- 
ate Gen.  Price  fell  back  from  Little  Rock  (giving 
that  place  up  to  tbe  Union  Army  under  Gen.  Steele), 
and  stationed  his  army  on  the  Ouachita,  and  at 
different  points  in  Clark  County,  and  remained 
during  a portion  of  the  winter  of  1863— (54.  Early 
in  the  spring  of  1864  Gen.  Steele's  army  passed 
through  the  county,  iu  pursuit  of  Gen.  Price,  who 
had  moved  back  toward  Red  River.  Afterward, 
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when  Steele’s  array  was  compelled  to  fall  back  to 
Little  Rock,  it  went  by  wav  of  Camden,  and  did 
not  return  through  Clark  County.  After  this  the 
county  was  never  again  visited  by  the  F ederal  array. 
It  escaped  the  ravages  of  war  much  better  than 
many  other  counties  in  the  State.  There  was  but 
little  or  no  bushwhacking  in  the  county,  and  only 
a few  slight  skirmishes  between  scouting  parties 
took  place  within  its  limits,  and  but  very  little 
property  was  destroyed.  Toward  the  close  of  the 
war  a number  of  Union  citizens  and  some  colored 
| men  left  their  homes  and  entered  the  Federal 
array. 

Arkadelphia,  situated  on  the  west  bank  of  the 
Ouachita,  at  the  crossing  of  the  Iron  Mountain 
Railroad,  had  its  origin  away  back  in  the  Territo- 
rial days,  and  from  that  time  until  the  above- 
; named  railroad  was  completed,  in  1ST H , the  growth 
of  the  town  was  slow  and  gradual.  Meanwhile  its 
transportation  outlet  was  by  river  navigation. 
Since  the  construction  of  the  railroad  the  growth 
’ of  the  town  has  been  more  rapid,  and  the  popula- 
tion is  now  estimated  at  about  3.000.  Arka- 
delphia  has  been  incorporated  as  a city  of  the  sec- 
ond class,  and  its  present  officers  are  G.  W.  Carter, 
mayor;  James  M.  Kawkins,  marshal;  A.  S.  13. 

! Greene,  recorder;  James  M.  Hardage,  treasurer. 
The  city  is  divided  into  three  wards,  each  of  which 
has  two  aldermen.  It  contains  in  the  way  of  busi- 
ness 2 banks,  13  general  stores,  1 dry  goods  and 
gents’  furnishing  store.  1 millinery.  3 drug  and  7 
grocery  stores,  4 grocery  and  feed  stores,  1 hard- 
ware, 4 furniture  and  2 book  stores,  a saddlery  and 
harness  store,  2 jewelry  stores,  several  meat  mar- 
kets, a bakery  and  confect  ionery  store,  a photograph 
| gallery,  a tinsmith,  gunsmith,  tailor,  boot  and  shoe 
i and  other  shops,  also  a carriage  and  wagon  shop,  a 
blacksmith  and  wood  shop,  and  several  other  me- 
chanics’ shops,  2 livery  stables,  4 hotels,  several 
; boarding-houses,  and  various  enterprises  not  here 
enumerated.  The  attorneys  have  been  mentioned 
j elsewhere.  The  city  is  supplied  with  five  physi- 
cians and  a dentist.  The  postmistress  is  .Mrs.  E. 
J.  Cook,  who  has  held  the  office  ever  since  her 
first  appointment  by  President  Hayes.  In  addition 
to  the  foregoing  the  city  contains  a Methodist  Epis- 
copal Church,  South,  a Missionary  baptist,  a Pres- 
byterian and  a Christian  Church,  and  the  colored 
people  an  African  Method ist  Episcopal  and  a Bap- 
tist Church.  There  is  a public  school  for  the 
white  and  another  for  the  colored  people.  Arka 
delphia  is  the  site.  also,  of  the  Baptist,  and  Method- 
ist Colleges,  mentioned  elsewhere  m this  work.  .. 

In  connection  with  the  business  of  the  city, 
should  have  been  mentioned  the  A rkatlelphia  Cot- 


ton Mills,  a very  large  manufactory,  which  does 
an  extensive  business  in  the  manufacture  of  cotton 
cloth.  This  factory  furnishes  a home  market  for 
cotton,  and  brings  in  a large  revenue  from  the  sale 
of  its  products.  There  is  also  a steam  cotton-gin 
and  grist-mill  in  the  city,  and  the  planing-mills  of 
the  Arkadelphia  Lumber  Company  are  also  here, 
while  their  saw -mills  are  located  in  the  village 
of  Daleville  (a  suburb  of  Arkadelphia),  on  the  east 
side  of  the  river.  The  depot  buildings  of  the  Iron 
Mountain  Railroad  are  also  in  the  city.  The  site 
of  Arkadelphia  is  a very  pleasant  and  healthy  one. 
well  elevated  above  the  river.  The  city  sustains 
two  weekly  newspapers — the  Southern  Standard 
and  the  Arkadelphia  Herald.  The  former  was 
established  January  1.  1808,  by  Adam  Clark,  its 
present  editor  and  proprietor.  It  is  an  eight- 
column  folio.  The  latter  is  a seven-column  folio, 
and  is  published  by  George  \V.  Beck,  its  editor 
and  proprietor,  It  is  now  in  its  fourth  volume. 
Both  of  these  papers  are  neatly  printed  and  well 
edited,  and  are  Democratic  in  principal.  The 
secret  societies  are  represented  here  in  lodges  as 
they  usually  are  in  cities  of  this  size.  An  agricult- 
ural and  fair  society  was  organized  in  1S89,  and 
a “fair  ground”  was  fitted  up  at  Arkadelphia, 
where  the  first  exhibition  was  held  in  the  fall  of 
the  same  year. 

Daleville  lies  on  the  Iron  Mountain  Railroad, 
on  the  opposite  side  of  the  Ouachita  from  Arka- 
delphia. It  contains  the  saw- mills  of  the  Arka- 
delphia Lumber  Company  and  tenant  houses  for 
their  workmen,  the  depot  and  machine  shops  of 
the  Ultima  Thule.  Arkadelphia  & Mississippi  Rail- 
road, a boarding-house  and  some  other  buildings. 

Guidon  is  situated  on  the  Iron  Mountain  Rail- 
road at  the  junction  of  its  Camden  branch,  which 
is  about  seventeen  and  a half  miles,  in  a direction 
a little  west  of  south,  from  Arkadelphia.  It  is  a 
lumber  center,  although  it  is  surrounded  with  good 
agricultural  lands  as  yet  only  lightly  developed, 
The  population  is  about  1.000,  the  greater  num- 
ber being  engaged  in  milling.  Its  carload  ship- 
ments in  ISSN  reached  4,210,  of  which  4,1/8  were 
lumber  and  the  balance  miscellaneous.  If  the 
business  ha*  increased  since  that  date,  its  car-load 
shipments  have  also  increased.  It  contains  the 
saw-mills  of  the  Guidon  Lumber  Company,  five  or 
six  general  stores,  a millinery  store,  two  drug 
stores,  a jewelry,  an  undertaker's  and  a furniture 
store,  three  groceries,  a livery  stable,  meat  mar- 
kets, baiber  shops,  several  mechanics'  shops,  two 
holds,  a weekly  newspaper,  post  office,  railroad 
buildings,  three  churches,  school-house,  etc.  There 
are  also  four  physicians.  The  churches  are  Met.h- 


■ 

. 


CLARK  COUNTY. 


121 


odist  Episcopal,  South,  Presbyterian  and  Mission- 
ary Baptist.  The  G union  Advocate,  of  which  Mr. 
I lh a Nash  is  editor  and  proprietor,  was  established 
about  1885.  It  has  a good  circulation  and  is  well 
sustained.  Guidon  is  the  most  important  busi- 
ness center  of  the  southern  portion  of  the  county. 

Okolona  is  situated  in  the  western  part  of  the 
county  on  the  Southwestern  Arkansas  & Indian 
Territory  Railroad,  fourteen  miles  in  a direction  a 
little  north  of  west  from  Smitliton,  on  the  Iron 
Mountain  Railroad.  The  population  is  about  500. 
It  is  surrounded  with  the  best  agricultural  lands 
of  the  county,  and  has  the  trade  of  a large  scope 
of  country.  It  is  a neat  and  pretty  town,  and 
its  principal  business  is  the  cotton  trade.  Several 
thousand  bales  of  cotton  are  annually  shipped 
away.  The  place  contains  tive  general  stores,  two 
drug  stores,  a millinery  store,  a furniture  and 
undertaking  store,  several  steam  cotton-gins  and 
corn-mills,  a livery  stable,  a number  of  mechanics’ 
shops,  three  hotels,  live  physicians,  a weekly  news- 
paper, a post-office,  three  churches — Methodist 
Episcopal,  South,  Missionary  Baptist  and  Christian 
— a public  school,  and  a lodge  each  of  Masons  and 
Knights  of  Honor.  The  Okolona  Messenger,  a 
seven-column  newspaper,  is  owned  by  Ross  & 
Hays,  and  is  edited  and  published  weekly  by  S.  P. 
Meador,  editor  and  publisher.  It  is  Democratic 
in  politics. 

Curtis  is  a small  village  on  the  Iron  Mountain 
Railroad  eleven  miles  south  of  Arkadelphia.  It 
contains  a post-office,  railroad  depot,  two  general 
stores,  a drug  store,  a planing-mill.  a large  lum- 
ber yard  and  about  100  inhabitants;  also  a 
Baptist  Church  and  a public  school -house.  From 

this  place  to  Reeder’s  saw-mill  there  is  a wooden 
tramway,  on  which  the  lumber  is  hauled  in  by 
horses. 

Smithton  is  also  a village  on  the  Iron  Mountain 
Railroad,  where  the  same  is  crossed  by  the  South- 
western Arkansas  A Indian  Territory  Railway, 
and  is  about  fifteen  and  a half  miles  distant  from 
Arkadelphia.  It  contains  the  saw-mill  and  lumber 
yards  of  the  Smithton  Lumber  Company,  a gen- 
eral store,  post-office,  hotel,  boarding  house, 
school-house  and  about  150  people.  From  this 
point  out  to  the  Blakely  saw-mills,  about  two  miles 
distant,  there  is  a wooden  tramway  for  hauling  in 
the  lumber.  An  immense  amount  of  lumber  is 
annually  shipped  from  both  Curtis  and  Smithton. 

Bierne,  on  the  Iron  Mountain  Railroad,  four 
miles  southwest  of  Gordon,  contains  a post-office, 
railroad  depot,  a saw-mill  and  planing-mill,  three 
general  stores,  a church  and  school  house  combim  d, 
a hotel  and  some  other  buildings.  From  this 


point  to  a saw-mill  about  four  miles  in  a north- 
west direction  there  is  a wooden  tramway. 

Hollywood  is  a village  about  twelve  miles  west 
of  Arkadelphia,  and  a little  south  thereof.  It 
contains  a post-office,  two  general  stores,  a drug 
store,  steam  cotton-gin,  school-house,  two  churches 
— Methodist  Episcopal  South  and  Baptist — and 
about  100  inhabitants. 

Clearspiing,  six  miles  west  of  Hollywood,  con- 
tains a general  store,  post-office,  steam  cotton-gin 
and  grist-mill,  a school-house,  a Baptist  Church, 

! and  about  fifty  inhabitants. 

Dobeyville,  eighteen  miles  southwest  of  Arka- 
delphia, contains  a post-office,  two  general  stores, 
a school-house,  Presbyterian  Church,  a blacksmith- 
shop,  and  about  fifty  people. 

Whelen  is  the  location  of  a saw-mill  and  plan- 
ing mill  in  the  southern  part  of  the  county,  on  the 
Camden  Branch  of  the  Iron  Mountain  Railroad, 
where  there  is  a general  store,  railroad  depot, 
post-office,  lumber  yard,  a union  church  and  a 
school-house. 

Hebron  is  at  the  eastern  terminus  of  the  South- 
western Arkansas  & Indian  Territory  Railroad,  and 
contains  a saw-mill,  post-office  and  a general 
store. 

Alpine,  twenty-five  miles  northwest  from  Arka- 
delphia, contains  a post-office,  general  store,  hotel, 
a church  and  school-house  combined,  a blacksmith 
and  wood  shop,  and  about  fifty  inhabitants. 

Amity,  five  miles  northwest  of  Alpine,  con- 
tains six  general  stores,  a steam  saw,  grist-mill  and 
cotton-gin  combined,  a blacksmith  and  wood  shop, 
three  churches— Methodist  Episcopal,  Methodist 
Episcopal,  South,  and  Baptist — a drug  store,  school- 
house,  and  about  150  inhabitants. 

These  places  include  all  the  leading  cities, 
v towns  and  villages  within  the  county. 

During  the  existence  of  slavery,  and  for  some 
years  after  that  institution  was  abolished,  there 
were  no  free  schools  in  Arkansas.  Here  and  there 
in  the  more  densely  populated  communities,  private 
schools  and- academies  were  taught  for  the  benefit 
of  the  white  children.  In  these  schools  the  teachers 
were  paid  directly  by  the  patrons,  who  subscribed 
the  tuition  for  their  children:  consequently  the 
children  of  the  poor,  those  not  able  to  pay  the  tu- 
ition, were  deprived  of  educational  facilities,  and 
of  course  the  colored  people,  the  slaves,  were  not 
granted  any  opportunities  for  acquiring  education. 

The  freo-scliool  system  was  inaugurated  soon 
after  the  close  of  the  Civil  Mar,  and  now  the  chil- 
dren of  the  rich  and  poor  alike,  without  regard  to 
race  or  color,  have  the  advantages  of  free  schools. 
To  show  the  progress  made  in  educational  facilities 
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in  this  county  since  the  system  was  inaugurated, 
the  following  statistics  are  taken  from  the  last  pub- 
lished report  of  the  State  superintendent  of  public 
instruction,  for  the  year  1NS8. 

Scholastic  population — white,  males  2,44b.  fe- 
males 2,205,  total  4.051 ; colored,  males  1,190,  fe- 
males 1,105,  total  2,325;  total  white  and  colored 
6,970.  Number  of  pupils  taught  in  the  public 
schools — white,  males  1 ,(J(  >0,  females  930, total  1 . 930 ; 
colored,  males  oS8,  females  002,  total  1190;  aggre- 
gate 3,120.  Number  of  school  districts  59. 

Number  of  teachers  employed — males  04,  fe- 
males 21,  total  85.  Average  monthly  salaries  paid 
teachers — first  grade,  males  855.25,  females  832.- 
50;  second  grade,  males  833. 2S,  females  830.27; 
third  grade,  males  825.08,  females  822.55. 

Statement  of  school  revenues  for  the  year  end- 
ing -June  30,  1SSS: 

AMOUNT  DECEIVED. 


Balance  on  hand  .Tune  30,  1SS7 $ 2,874  84 

From  common  school  fund  (State) 6,014  58 

District  tax 10,037  38 

Poll  tax 3,750  62 

Other  sources 3,816  OS 


Total .826,023  48 

AMOUNT  EXPENDED. 

For  teachers'  salaries 8 14,273  33 

Building  and  repairing 400  00 

Purchasing  apparatus,  etc 200  00 

Treasurer’s  commissions 462  62 


Total S 15.336  25 

BALANCE  IN  COUNTY  TKEASUliY  UNEXPENDED. 

Of  common  school  fund 8 3,562  41 

District  fund 7,124  82 


Total §10,6S7  23 

The  figures  presented  prove  that  of  the  white 


scholastic  population  only  41  per  cent  and  a frac- 
tion over,  and  of  the  colored  scholastic  population 
only  51  per  cent  and  a fraction  over,  attended  the 
public  schools.  Accordingly,  the  free  schools  are 
not  as  well  patronized  as  they  should  be,  there 
having  been  less  than  one-half  of  the  white  and 
only  a little  over  one  half  of  the  colored  children 
of  the  county  in  attendance  at  the  schools.  The 
following  letter,  dated  Arkadelphia,  Ark.,  Septem- 
ber 14.  1888,  and  addressed  to  the  State  superin- 
tendent of  public  instruction,  is  useful  in  this  con- 
nection : 

Hon.  W.  E.  Thompson. 

Dear  Sir:  Enclosed  you  will  find  mv  report 
for  the  last  school  year.  '1  he  financial  part  is  in- 
complete and  is,  therefore,  not  added  up  ass  it 
should  be.  A great  many  of  the  directors  failed 
to  make  a financial  report,  and  many  who  did  re- 


port did  not  have  the  same  correct.  I have  made 
the  report  as  the  directors  reported  to  me. 

There  is  more  interest  taken  in  the  public 
schools  of  the  county  than  this  report  would  indi- 
cate. Most  of  our  public  schools  are  now  taught 
in  the  winter,  which  T think  is  a decided  improve- 
ment on  the  summer  plan  heretofore  almost  uni- 
versally adopted.  Forty-one  of  the  fifty-eight 
districts  in  the  county  voted  a special  school  tax 
for  last  year. 

Onr  immediate  vicinity  has  quite  an  educational 
boom  at  present.  We  have  at  present  in  Arka- 
delphia, in  process  of  construction,  a public 
school  building  that  will  cost  85,000  or  $6,000,  and 
the  Baptist  College  that  will  cost  825,000  or  820,- 
000,  and  our  citizens  have  subscribed  liberally  to 
secure  the  location  of  the  Methodist  district  school 
at  this  place.  We  also  have  other  private  schools 
that  are  well  attended  and  are  doing  good  work. 
The  colored  people  of  this  county  have  good 
schools,  and  some  of  them  are  making  some  prog- 
ress. Yours,  A.  W . Wilson, 

County  Examiner. 

The  public  school  and  Baptist  College  above  re- 
ferred to  has  since  been  completed,  and  the  Method- 
ist College  is  now  (July,  1890)  in  process  of  con- 
struction. In  regard  to  the  origin  and  location  of 
the  Baptist  College,  the  catalogue  for  1889  and 
1890  gives  the  following  sketch: 

" This  institution  is  not.  inaugurated  as  a finan- 
cial speculation,  but  solely  upon  an  educational 
basis.  It  is  the  outgrowth  of  a recognized  ne- 
cessity for  such  an  institution,  under  the  fostering 
care  of  the  Baptist  denomination  in  Arkansas. 
At  the  State  Baptist  Convention  at  Fayetteville, 
in  1883.  it  received  the  first  impulse.  It  was  theu 
decided  that  such  a college  was  a necessity,  and  a 
commission  was  appointed  to  take  charge  of  and 
to  agitate  the  question,  and  to  report  at  the 
next  annual  meeting  of  that  body.  They  reported 
at  the  convention  in  1884,  at  Pine  Bluff,  stat- 
ing that  the  suggestion  met  with  almost  uuiver- 
sal  favor,  but  they  did  not  think  the  time  had 
arrived  to  begin  to  build,  and  recommended 
that  the  commission  continue  its  work  another 
year.  There  was  a strenuous  effort  made  to  pre- 
vent further  delay  in  more  permanently  organiz- 
ing the  work,  but  the  report  was  ratified.  At  the 
convention  of  this  body  at  Hope,  in  1885.  the 
commission  reported  that,  after  another  year's 
agitation,  many  associations  in  the  State  had 
passed  resolutions  requesting  the  convention  to 
build  the  college,  pledging  their  support  to  it.  and 
that,  there  was  every  encouragement,  given.  They 
suggested  the  selection  of  a board  of  trustees. 
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with  instructions  to  begin  (be  work  of  locating  and 
building  the  college.  The  board  was  selected. 
After  making  a thorough  canvass  of  the  field,  the 
picturesque,  historic  and  classic  grounds  of  the 
‘Old  Blind  Institute,’  crowning  the  eminence  on 
the  banks  of  the  beautiful  Ouachita  River,  at  Arka- 
delphia,  Ark.,  was  chosen  for  this  seat  of  learn- 
ing. Nature  seems  to  have  fitted  the  place  for 
the  purpose  for  which  it  is  dedicated." 

The  building  is  large  and  commodious,  and  will 
easily  accommodate  400  pupils.  The  first  floor 
contains  chapel  hall  (45x65).  primary  room,  recep- 
tion-rooms, office,  etc.  The  second  floor  is  for 
study  halls,  class-rooms  and  library.  The  third 
floor  is  for  music-rooms,  art-rooms  and  society  halls. 
The  laboratory,  chemical -room  and  room  for  fur- 
nace are  in  the  basement.  The  building  is  of 
modern  architecture,  well  ventilated  and  lighted. 

The  campus  is  large  and  beautiful,  and  is  situ- 
ated convenient  to  the  business  part  of  the  town 
and  the  churches.  For  the  school  year  ending 
June  5,  1890.  there  were  309  pupils  enrolled  in 
tlie  several  departments.  The  officers  of  the  in- 
stitution are:  President.  J.  AT.  Hart.  D.  D.,  Mor- 
rilton,  Ark.;  vice-president.  A.  B.  Miller,  D.  D., 
Little  Rock,  Ark.  ; secretary.  Elder  AY.  A.  Forbes, 
Texarkana,  Ark. ; treasurer,  Hon.  A.  W.  Files,  Little 
Rock,  Ark. ; agent,  Elder  J.  B.  Perminter,  Lonoke, 
Ark.  The  faculty  consists  of  John  W.  Conger. 
A.  M. , president,  and  seventeen  able  assistants. 
Catalogues  are  sent  free  upon  application.  Both 
sexes  are  admitted  in  the  college. 

The  Announcement,  published  in  the  summer  of 
1890,  for  the  Arkadelphia  Methodist  College,  male 
and  female,  at  Arkadelphia,  Ark.,  says: 

“ Through  the  great  liberality  of  the  citizens  of 
Arkadelphia,  the  magnificent  building  of  brick  is 
being  erected.  This  is  to  be  furnished  with  the 
most  approved  styles  of  furniture  and  apparatus. 
The  picture  of  the  building  speaks  for  itself. 

“The  east  wing  is  to  contain  the  president’s 
family  apartments,  dining-hall  and  twenty  board- 
ing rooms. 

“The  main  building  contains  business  offices, 
parlors,  library,  reading-room,  cloak  and  hat  rooms, 
recitation-rooms,  society-rooms  and  music-rooms. 

“The  west  wing  provides  the  large  chapel,  with 
recitation-rooms  above  it. 

"The  east  wing  will  be  ready  by  September  1. 
and  school  will  be  opened  and  carried  on  in  it  the 
first  session.  Work  will  continue  on  the  remainder 
of  the  building  till  finished. 

“Arkadelphia  is  noted  for  being  one  of  the 
healthiest  places  in  the  State.  Its  death  rate  is 
• he  smallest  of  any  city  of  its  size  in  the  State. 


' By  Legislative  enactment  prohibition  prevails 
within  a range  of  ten  miles.  No  place  stands 
higher  in  morality  and  religious  influence. 

“ It  has  been  for  years  an  educational  center, 
and  the  community  is  one  of  the  most  enlightened 
and  refined.  Free  from  saloons,  it  presents  the 
fewest  possible  temptations  to  youth.  Hence,  no 
! better  location  could  be  found  for  the  young  to 
j pass  through  the  most  dangerous  period  of  life.’’ 
The  officers  of  this  college  are  Rev.  John  Mc- 
! Laughlin.  president;  R.  H.  Featherstone, treasurer; 
E.  H.  McDaniel,  secretary.  The  faculty  consists 
of  Rev.  Gr.  C.  Jones,. M.  A.,  president,  and  a large 
and  able  corps  of  assistants. 

In  1859  a blind  asylum  was  established  on 
what  is  now  the  campus  of  the  Ouachita  Baptist 
; College,  by  the  aid  of  the  citizens  of  Arkadelphia, 
and  by  them  was  sustained,  until  about  the  year 
1807,  when  the  State  obtained  charge  of  it.  and 
: moved  the  asylum  to  Little  Rock.  The  old  asylum 
building  was  used  by  the  college  during  the  first, 
year  of  its  existence  as  a school  building,  and  after- 
ward as  a boarding-house.  It  burned  down  in  the 
! spring  of  R890,  and  is  now  being  replaced  with  a 
I new  building. 

Ministers  of  the  Methodist  and  Baptist  Churches 
! accompanied  the  early  settlers  of  the  territory 
now  embraced  in  Clark  County,  and  the  holding  of 
religious  services  began  with  the  settlement.  As 
j soon  as  a sufficient  number  of  settlers  located  iu  a 
community,  a church  was  organized  by  one  or  the 
| other  of  these  denominations.  Afterward  came 
| the  Presbyterians  and  Christians.  Camp  meetings 
^ have  been  held,  and  still  continue  to  be  held  at  the 
! camp  - m eetin  g'groun  ds  a few  miles  north  of  Oko- 
j Iona.  Nearly  all  the  towns  and  villages  have 
church  organizations  and  edifices,  and  have  been 
mentioned  in  connection  with  their  respective 
: places.  The  Methodists  and  Baptists  have  organ- 
i ized  churches  and  erected  edifices  in  all  the  thickly 
settled  portions  of  the  county,  many  of  them  being 
in  the  country.  The  other  denominations  named 
have  confined  their  labors  mostly  to  the  towns  and 
villages.  The  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  South, 

, and  the  Baptists  are  much  the  strongest  in  the 
county.  There  is  only  one  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church  organization  here,  and  that  is  located  at 
i Amity.  This  denomination  is  often  erroneously 
called  the  “Methodist  Episcopal  Church  North," 
or  the  “Northern  Methodist  Church.’’ 

The  colored  people  of  the  county  have  their 
church  organizations  under  the  heads  of  African 
Methodist,  Methodist  Episcopal  and  Baptist,  and 
are  well  organized  throughout  the  couuty.  With 
the  denominations  above  named  the  cause  of 
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Christianity  has  prospered  in  this  locality.  The 
people  as  a rale  are  opposed  to  all  kinds  of  in- 
temperance, and  are  of  a general  conservative 
character.  There  is  not  a licensed  drinking  saloon 
in  the  county.  The  citizens,  are  also  hospitable  and 
kind,  live  as  easily  as  possible,  and  yet  with  a re- 
gard to  modern  improvement,  caring  not  a little  for 
the  necessaries  and  real  comforts  of  life,  and  enter- 
taining- good  will  toward  their  fellow  men. 

Politically  Clark  is  a Democratic  comity.  At 
the  September  election  in  1SSS,  James  1J.  Eagle, 
Democratic  candidate  for  governor,  received  1,879 
votes;  his  opponent,  C.  M.  Norwood,  the  candi- 
date of  the  combined  opposition,  having  1.239 
votes.  Gov.  Eagle’s  majority  was  040.  The 
vote  for  the  several  candidates  for  the  presidency, 
at  the  November  election  in  1888,  stood  as  follows: 
Cleveland,  1,787;  Harrison,  1,212;  Streeter,  04; 
Fisk,  21. 

The.  population  of  Clark  County,  as  shown'  by 
tbe  United  States  census  reports,  has  been  as  fol- 
lows: 1820,  1.040;  1830.  1.309;  18-10,  2.300; 
1850.  4,070;  I860,  9,735;  1870,  11,953:  lsSO. 
15,771.  Of  the  population  of  1800,  7.510  were 
white  and  2,129  were  colored;  of  18/0,  8,401 
were  white  and  3,492  colored;  of  1880,  10,567 
were  white  and  5,203  colored.  According  to 

these  figures  the  white  population  increased  (in 
round  numbers)  40  per  cent  from  I860  to  1SS0, 
while  the  colored  population  increased  143  per 
cent  for  the  same  time.  The  population  for  1890 
has  been  enumerated,  and  shows  a marked  increase 
of  each  race  since  3880.  Of  the  population  of 
1880,  15,038  were  native-born  Americans,  and  133 
were  foreigners. 

There  are  now  at  least  4.000  persons  in  the 
county  subject  to  the  payment  of  poll  tax.  and  it  is 
generally  estimated  that  each  poll  represents  five 
individuals. 


James  PL  Abraham  is  the  well-known  and  pop- 
ular sheriff  and  collector  of  Clark  County.  Ark.,  and 
was  born  in  La  Fayette  County,  tin.--  State  in  1851, 
beiiur  a son  of  James  and  Judith  (Naso)  Abraham, 
the  former  a Kentuckian  and  the  latter  a \ir- 
o-iuian.  In  183-1  the\  removed  to  Arkansas,  the 
State  at  that  time  being  a Territory,  and  located 
in  La  Fayette  County  (now  Hiller  County),  being 
among  the  first  settlers  of  that  region.  I be  lather 
was  a successful  merchant,  prior  to  the  war.  but  af- 
terward became  a tiller  of  the  soil,  and  dud  in 
1809.  He  had.  been  captain  of  a company  of-.Ar 
kansas  troops  during  the  Rebellion,  -lames  11. 
Abraham  assisted  his  father  on  the  iarm,  but  in 


ISOS  bade  adieu  to  his  friends  and  came  to  Clark  j 
County,  and  began  following  the  plow  on  his  own 
account,  which  occupation  continued  to  receive  his 
attention  for  some  time.  He  made  an  efficient 
constable  for  Caddo  Township  for  four  years,  and 
for  sixteen  years  served  the  county  in  the  capacity 
of  deputy  sheriff,  but  in  January,  1888,  was 
elected  to  his  present  office,  and  re-elected  in  1889. 

He  has  discharged  his  duties  in  a very  able  man- 
ner, and  no  officer  of  the  county  has  given  more 
universal  satisfaction  or  commands  more  respect 
than  does  Mr.  Abraham.  In  connection  with  his 
office  he  is  engaged  -in  conducting  his  farm  in  Clark 
County,  but  is  ajso  the  owner  of  1.400  acres  of  fine 
land  in  the  “ Lone  Star  State.”  He  is  a member 
of  the  Farmers’  Alliance,  the  K.  of  IT,  and  is  a 
man  of  very  genial  and  social  disposition,  esteemed 
and  liked  by  all.  In  October,  1882,  be  was  united 
in  marriage  to  Miss  Lucy  Golden,  by  whom  he  has 
three  children:  Howard.  George  and  Phebe.  His 
father  was  sheriff  of  La  Fayette  County,  Ark.,  for 
twelve  years. 

Dr.  Hendrick  H.  Arnold,  planter,  Arkadelphia, 
Ark.  Dr.  Arnold,  well  known  to  almost  all  res- 
idents of  this  portion  of  the  county,  was  born  in 
South  Carolina  on  the  1st  of  January,  1822,  and 
is  a son  of  Ira  and  Mary  (Saxon)  Arnold.  Ira  Ar- 
nold was  also  a. native  of  South  Carolina,  born  in 
1791,  and  was  reared  on  a farm.  He  spent  the 
principal  part  of  his  life  engaged  in  tilling  the  soil, 
but.  also  spent  sometime  occupied  in  the  mercantile 
business.  He  was  justice  of  tbe  peace  in  the  State 
of  South  Carolina  for  a number  of  years,  and  filled 
that,  position  with  credit  to  himself  and  satisfaction 
to  the  people.  He  died  in  1858,  in  full  communion 
with  the  Baptist,  Church.  He  was  a member  of  the 
Masonic  fraternity.  The  mother  was  a native  of 
Lawrence  County,  S.  C.,  born  in  1 /98,  and  died 
in  her  native  State  in  1872.  She  was  also  a 
member  of  the  Baptist  Church.  They  were  mar- 
ried about  1814,  and  the  result  of  this  union  was 
eight  children,  four  of  whom  are  now  living:  Dr. 
Hendrick  11..  David  S.  (now  residing  at  Prescott. 
Ark.  ) Sallie  (wife  of  Jackson  Eoalen.  now  resid- 
ing in  South  Carolina),  and  Mary  (wife  of  Isaac 
Hening,  residing  in  South  Carolina).  Dr.  Hendrick 
11.  Arnold  was  married  on  the  19th  of  July,  1849, 
to  Miss  Ann  H.  Ross,  a native  of  Dallas  County. 
Ala.,  horn  August  5,  1834,  and  the  daughter  of 
Peter  and  Temperance  (Arnold)  Ross.  Air.  and 
Mrs.  Ross  emigrated  from  Alabama  to  Arkansas  in 
18  12.  settled  in  Clark  County,  and  there  Air.  Ross 
died  in  1840.  Alts.  Ross  was  a native  of  Kentucky, 
born  November  25,  i /SO,  and  died  September  2/ 

Is  J).  Roth  she  and  her  husband  were  members  of 
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I ho  Methodist  Church.  They  were  the  parents  of 
nine  children,  Mrs.  Arnold  the  only  one  now  living. 
To  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Arnold  were  born  two  children: 
Ldgar  R.  and  "William  B.  Dr.  Arnold  graduated 
in  medicine  in  the  Lexington  (Ivy.)  Transylvania 
Medical  College,  in  1S41,  and  first  began  practicing 
in  Dallas  County,  Ala.,  in  1841  and  1842.  He 
practiced  about  sixteen  years  in  Clark  County  of 
this  .State,  but  since  the  war  he  has  turned  his  at- 
tention principally  to  farming.  In  180-1  he  enlisted 
in  the  Confederate  army  under  Capt.  R.  E.  Reeds, 
and  after  serving  twelve  months  was  discharged. 
He  participated  in  the  battles  of  Marks  Mill  and 
Poison  Springs.  Dr.  Arnold  is  the  owner  of  TOO 
acres  of  land,  has  good  substantial  buildings,  and 
is  engaged  in  raising  a good  grade  of  stock.  He 
is  a member  of  the  Masonic  fraternity,  and  Mrs. 
Arnold  is  a member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church. 

William  P.  Barton  is  well  and  favorably  known 
to  the  majority  of  the  residents  of  this  section,  for 
he  was  born  here,  his  birth  occurring  in  IS  15,  one 
year  after  the  location  of  his  parents,  John  W.  and 
Susan  Barton.  The  father  was  born  in  Wilson  Coun- 
ty, Tenn.,  and  the  mother  in  Dallas  County,  Ala., 
their  marriage  taking  place  in  the  latter  State 
i:i  1848.  Soon  after  this  event  they  started  for 
Texas,  but  in  1844  stopped  in  the  neighborhood  of 
Clear  Springs,  Ark.,  and  were  so  much  pleased 
with  the  country  that  they  decided  to  make  this 
their  future  abiding  place,  the  father  dying  here  in 
1877  and  the  mother  in  1SS0.  They  were  mem- 
bers of  the  Missionary  Baptist  Church,  and  the 
father  was  a prosperous  husbandman,  and  filled  a 
number  of  local  offices  in  this  section,  and  socially 
was  a member  of  the  A.  F.  & A.  At.,  and  the  I. 
O.  O.  F.  Jesse  Ross,  the  maternal  grandfather, 
came  from  his  native  State  of  Alabama  to  Clark 
County,  Ark.,  during  the  early  history  of  this  State, 
and  prior  to  the  war  passed  from  life  at  Clear 
Springs.  William  P.  Barton  was  the  eldest  of 
three  children  and  is  the  only  one  living.  His  at- 
tention was  given  to  farming  until  the  opening  of 
tlie  war,  when  he  joined  Company  B,  Twelfth  Ar- 
kansas Infantry,  and  during  his  ten  months5  service 
he  was  iu  the  engagements  at  New  Madrid  and 
Island  No.  10.  Although  captured  in  the  last 
named  engagement  he  made  his  escape  and  rejoined 
his  command  at  Memphis,  being  soon  after  dis- 
charged at  Tupelo,  .Miss.  He  then  came  home  and 
before  long  joined  Col.  Newton's  cavalry,  and  was 
soon  after  placed  in  charge  of  the  courier  Hue  from 
A ashington  to  Old  Rockport  until  the  close  of  __the 
war.  Since  then  he  has  devoted  his  attention  to 
farming  and  is  now  the  owner  of  about  5,000  acres 


of  valuable  timber  land,  about  400  under  cul- 
tivation, this  land  lying  in  Clark  and  Pike  Counties. 
In  1874  he  was  married  to  Miss  Roxie,  a daughter 
of  William  and  Brady  Johnson,  who  came  from 
Alabama  to  Hempstead  County,  Ark.,  where  the 
mother  died  in  1882,  her  husband  still  sur- 
viving her.  Mrs.  Barton  was  born  in  Hemp- 
stead County,  Ark.,  and  she  and  Air.  Barton  are 
now  the  parents  of  four  children — three  sons  and 
one  daughter.  Although  Air.  Barton  was  reared 
a "Whig,  he  is  now'  a Democrat  in  his  polit- 
ical views,  and  filled  the  office  of  justice  of  the 
peace  for  years  after  the  war.  He  is  now  the  post- 
master of  Clear  Springs  and  sells  general  merchan- 
dise. He  is  a member  of  the  A.  F.  & A.  AI. , and 
he  and  Airs.  Barton  belong  to  the  Alissionarv 
Baptist  Church. 

George  AI.  Beck  is  the  publisher  of  the  Arka- 
delphia  Herald,  a progressive  newspaper  which  is 
now  in  its  fourth  year.  Though  only  in  his  thirty- 
fifth  year,  Air.  Beck  commands  the  good  opinions  of 
those  around  him,  and  since  personal  respect  is  the 
key  to  success  in  every  department  of  life,  journalis- 
tic no  less  than  legal  or  official,  he  lias  that  assur- 
ance of  success  beyond  peradventure.  His  birth  oc- 
curred in  Warren  County.  G a. . on  the  9th  of  October. 
1855,  he  being  a son  of  Robert.  R.  and  Lucy  A.  Beck, 
natives  respectively  of  North  Carolina  and  Georgia. 
He  received  his  first  and  only  school  training  at  the 
Academy  at  W arrenton,  near  the  place  of  his  birth, 
and  in  the  early  part  of  1870  he  began  an  appren- 
ticeship at  the  printing  trade  on  the  Warrenton 
Clipper,  a weekly  newspaper  then  edited  and  pub- 
lished byAlaj.  Charles  E.  AlcGregor,  but  he  served 
there  only  a few  months,  owing  to  the  removal  of 
his  parents  from  Warren  to  Richmond  County, 
sixteen  miles  south  of  Augusta,  where  the  father, 
who  was  a well-to-do  cotton  planter,  engaged  in 
farming.  Alisfortuue  and  financial  disaster  over- 
took him  about  1872-73,  and  from  these  reverses 
he  never  recovered.  In  1873  George  AI.  removed 
from  Richmond  County  to  Adairsville.  in  Bartow 
County,  thence  to  Calhoun,  in  Gordon  County,  iu 
1874  or  IS 7 5 , where  he  again  assumed  the  labors 
of  a printer’s  apprentice.  His  first  newspaper  ex- 
perience as  editor  and  publisher  was  had  at  Fllijay. 
in  Gilmer  County,  Ga. , but  in  this  lie  soon  came  to 
grief.  He  assumed  control  of  the  Courier,  a week- 
ly newspaper  which  had  previously,  owing  to  po- 
litical surroundings,  been  conducted  on  a non-par- 
tisan or  independent  plan,  and  in  his  eagerness  to 
do  party  service,  and  moved  by  a natural  aversion 
to  political  neutrality.  Air.  Beck  nailed  the  Dem- 
ocratic colors  to  the  mast-head  iu  his  first  issue. 
The  result  was  that  on  the  morning  following  the 
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second  edition  of  the  paper  under  his  management, 
he  found  the  ol'lice  doors  locked  and  barred  against 
him,  by  authority  of  the  stock  company  owning  the 
Courier  plant,  a majority  of  whom  were  Repub- 
licans. Mr.  Beck  then  took  to  the  “case’’  again 
as  a journeyman  printer,  working  in  Rome.  Ga. , 
Selma  and  Montgomery,  Ala.,  and  Vicksburg,  Miss. 
In  1879,  in  connection  with  J.  Crutch  Smith  as 
partner,  he  bought  the  Post  newspaper,  and  founded 
in  its  stead  the  Journal,  at  Arkansas  City,  Ark. 
After  publishing  this  weekly  for  less  than  two 
years,  the  plant  was  purchased  by  J.  W.  Dickinson, 
Sr.  Mr.  Beck  then  spent  short  periods  in  Mem- 
phis, Helena  and  Little  Rock,  and  in  January.  1881, 
lie  came  to  Arkadelphia  and  engaged  with  Clark  & 
Sanders  as  a journeyman  in  tho  office  of  their  pub- 
lication, the  Southern  Standard.  In  the  following 
December  lie  purchased  the  interest  of  J.  R.  Sanders, 
and  was  thereafter  associated  with  Adam  Clark  as 
editor  and  publisher  of  that  paper,  until  about  April, 
1888.  In  April,  1889,  lie  and  John  B.  Browne  pur- 
chased the  plant  anil  business  of  the  Arkadelphia 
News,  which  was  soon  changed  to  the  Arkadelphia 
Herald,  in  the  publication  of  which  he  is  now  en- 
gaged alone.  He  is  one  of  the  ablest  young  editors  of 
the  State,  and  is  fearless  in  espousing  the  cause  of 
justice  and  right  and  the  principles  of  the  Democrat 
party,  of  which  he  lias  been  a member  since  he  at- 
tained his  majority.  February  19,  lNSo,  he  was 
married  to  Aliss  Jennie  Browne,  the  youngest 
daughter  of  Mrs.  Josephine  II.  Browne,  of  Arka- 
delphia, and  by  her  is  the  father  of  two  interesting 
children— a girl  and  boy. 

W.  J.  Bell  is  one  of  the  leading  general  mer- 
chants of  Okolona,  Ark.,  and  was  born  near  Cor- 
inth, Miss.,  in. IS 44.  His  parents,  Dr.  J.  L.  and 
Ruth  A.  (Young)  Bell,  were  married  in  that  State, 
and  in  1858  came  to  Clark  County,  Ark.,  where 
Dr.  Bell  still  lives,  at  the  age  of  sixty-six  years, 
his  time  being  occupied  in  following  his  profession 
and  tilling  the  soil.  He  is  now  living  with  his  sec- 
ond wife,  as  his  first  wife  died  in  1853.  AY.  J. 
Bell,  the  eldest  child,  was  brought  up  on  a farm, 
and  in  his  early  boyhood  was  given  a common- 
school  education.  He  came  with  bis  father  to 
Clark  County,  Ark.,  and  from  this  State  enlisted  in 
the  Confederate  army  in  1N61.  being  first  a mem- 
ber of  Company  B,  Twelfth  Arkausas  Infantry, 
and  for  twelve  months  be  operated  on  the  Missis- 
sippi River,  participating  in  the  engagements  at 
Belmont,  New  Madrid  and  Island  No.  10.  After 
bein«r  honorable  discharged,  he  returne  1 to  his 
home,  but  could  not  remain  contented  there,  and 
soon  after  joined  Company  H,  Thirty-third  Arkan- 
sas Infantry,  and  was  in  numerous  engagements  in 


Arkansas,  Louisiana  and  Texas,  among  which  may 
be  mentioned  Prairie  Grove.  Little  Rock  and  Mans- 
field. He  surrendered  with  his  command  at  Mar- 
shall, Tex.,  returned  home,  and  again  began  farm- 
ing. In  March,  1868,  he  wedded  Alice,  daughter 
of  \Y.  H.  and  Martha  E.  Shackleford,  who  came 
from  Okolona,  Aliss..  to  Clark  County,  Ark.,  in 
1856,  the  father  following  farming  until  his  death 
in  1873  or  1874.  His  wife  survives  him.  Airs. 
Bell  was  born  in  Mississippi,  and  has  borne  her 
husband  seven  children,  two  sons  and  two  d align- 
ters  now  living.  Air.  Bell  continued  to  farm  un- 
til 1886,  then  came  to  Okolona  and  opened  a gen- 
eral merchandise  store,  under  the  firm  name  of 
Shackleford  & Bell,  but  since  1889  Mr.  Bell  has 
been  in  business  alone,  and  is  doing  well,  his  an- 
nual sales  amounting  to  about  §40,000.  He  owns 
some  excellent  farming  land,  consisting  of  420 
acres,  and  a good  home  in  the  town,  all  of  which  he 
lias  accumulated  by  his  own  endeavors.  He  and 
wife  are  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  and  he  is  a Democrat  politically,  and  is  an 
active  worker  for  schools,  churches,  etc.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  A.  F.  &,  A.  Al..  Robert  Morris 
Lodge  No.  106,  at  Okolona,  and  Barbara  Chapter 
No.  29,  at  Gurdon,  and  also  the  Iv.  of  H. , at  Oko- 
lona. 

Dr.  J.  P.  Bourland,  physician  and  druggist  of 
Curtis,  Ark.,  was  born  in  Ozark,  Franklin  County, 
Ark.,  in  1839,  and  is  a son  of  Ebenezer  J.  and 
Polly  (Hester)  Bourland,  who  were  born  in  Illinois 
and  South  Carolina  in  1813  and  1812,  respect- 
ively. Both  were  taken  in  their  youth  to  Frank- 
lin County,  Ala.,  where  they  were  reared  to  ma- 
turity and  married,  afterward  moving  to  Franklin 
County,  Ark.,  taking  up  their  abode  in  the  latter 
State  in  1833.  In  1844  they  came  to  Clark  Coun- 
ty, and  after  remaining  here  until  after  they  had 
improved  a farm,  they  moved  near  to  Okolona, 
and  afterward  to  Arkadelphia,  where  Mr.  Bour- 
land was  engaged  in  merchandising  for  some  time. 
During  the  war  he  refngeed  to  Texas,  and  in  the 
“•  Lone  Star  State  ” both  he  and  his  wife  died  in 
1864,  having  been  earnest,  members  of  the  Alis- 
sionary  Baptist  Church  for  many  years.  Air. 
Bourland  was  a farmer,  and  was  interna!  improve- 
ment commissioner  of  Clark  County,  Ark.,  while 
that  office  was  in  existence.  He  tilled  the  position 
of  justice  of  the  peace  some  years,  and  was  a 
member  of  the  A.  F.  &•  A.  M.  His  father,  Dew- 
hart  Bourland.  was  probably  born  in  Ireland,  and 
when  a young  man  came  to  the  United  States  and 
settled  in  South  Carolina,  and  later  moved  to  Illi 
unis,  thence  to  Kentucky,  then  to  Alabama,  and 
became  one  of  the  early  settlers  of  Franklin  Conn 
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tv,  Ark.,  where  he  tilled  the  soil  and  spent  the 
ri'st  of  Ids  days.  He  was  a soldier  in  the  War 
of  1S12,  and  for  some  time  was  judge  of  Franklin 
Countv.  The  maternal  grandfather,  Roland  Hes- 
ter, died  at  Tuseumbia,  Ala.  Dr.  J.  P.  Bourland 
was  the  fifth  of  five  sons  and  six  daughters,  four 
sons  and  two  daughters  now  living,  and  until  he 
reached  the  age  of  fifteen  years  he  resided  on  a 
farm,  but  received  the  principal  part  of  his  edu- 
cation in  Arkadelphia  and  Camden.  At  the  above- 
mentioned  age  lie  began  the  study  of  pharmacy  at 
Arkadelphia,  and  soon  after  engaged  in  the  drug 
business  in  that  place,  continuing  until  the  open- 
ing of  the  war,  when  he  joined  Company  B.  First 
Arkansas  Infantry,  and  served  one  year  in  the 
Army  of  Virginia,  participating  in  the  fight  at 
Manassas.  He  was  afterward  transferred  to  the 
Army  of  Tennessee,  and  was  wounded  at  the 
bloody  combat  at  Shiloh.  After  spending  some 
time  in.  the  quartermaster's  department  he  was 
transferred  to  the  ordnance  department,  in  which 
he  served  until  the  close  of  hostilities.  Some  of 
the  other  important  engagements  in  which  he  par- 
ticipated are  Corinth,  Perryville,  Ky.  : Mnrfrees- 
vi lie,  Chickamauga,  and  the  engagements  of  the 
Atlanta  campaign.  He  then  returned  with  Hood 
into  Tennessee,  and  took  part  in  the  engagements 
at  Franklin  and  Nashville.  He  surrendered  in 
South  Carolina  in  the  month  of  April,  1865,  and 
at  once  went  to  Mississippi,  where  he  was  married 
to  Miss  Melverta,  a daughter  of  Wesley  and  Eliza 
Rates.  They  were  born  in  South  Carolina  and 
Kentucky,  respectively,  were  married  in  Alabama, 
but,  afterward  moved  to  Mississippi,  and  still  later 
to  Texas,  Mr.  Bates  dying  in  this  State  in  1809, 
two  years  after  locating  there.  His  widow  now 
lives  in  Mississippi,  in  which  State  Mrs.  Bourland 
was  born.  She  has  borne  the  Doctor  one  son  and 
five  daughters,  and  since  1800  their  home  has  been 
in  Clark  County,  Ark. . where  they  own  and  live  on 
a line  farm  of  020  acres.  The  Doctor  also  owns  a 
good  planing  mill,  which  has  a capacity  of  “25,000 
feet  per  day;  this  has  been  in  operation  four  or 
five  years.  The  drug  business  has  received  his 
attention  for  many  years,  and  he  is  considered  one 
of  the  leading  pharmacists  in  this  section  of  the 
State.  Soon  after  the  war  he  took  up  the  study 
of  medicine,  and  in  1808  commenced  the  practice, 
mid  this  calling  has  since  followed  with  succcess. 
Re  and  wife  are  members  of  the  Baptist  Church, 
mid  he  belongs  to  the  A.  F.  A:  A.  M. 

Jonathan  L.  Bozeman,  planter,  Arkadelphia. 
Ark.  Mr.  Bozeman  is  very  properly  classed 
among  the  substantial,  representative  citizens  "of 
Caddo  Township.  Now  just  in  the  prime  of  life 


he  has  become  possessed  of  a desirable  compe- 
tency, the  result  almost  entirely  of  his  own  deter- 
mination and  will.  He  was  born  in  Lee  County, 
Ga. , in  1851,  and  is  the  son  of  William  E.  and 
Tamzey  (Harris)  Bozeman,  and  the  grandson  of 
Luke  and  Phoeba  (Earless)  Bozeman.  Their  an- 
cestors emigrated  to  this  country  from  Germany, 
before  the  Revolutionary  War.  William  E.  Boze- 
man was  born  in  Georgia  on  April  1.  1829,  and 
was  a successful  tiller  of  the  soil  all  his  life.  He 
enlisted  in  the  Confederate  army  in  1863,  and  was 
a brave  and  fearless  soldier.  He  was  married  in 
Webster  County,  Ga. , in  1850,  to  Miss  Harris,  a 
daughter  of  Levi  and  Dorothy  Harris.  The  fruits 
of  the  marriage  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bozeman  were 
eleven  children,  nine  now  living — rive  sons  and 
four  daughters:  Jonathan  L.,  James  W.,  Dorothy 
C.  (wife  of  Wesley  McCill),  Martin  W.,  Lucius 
L..  Emma  P. , Ida  C.,  Taylor  L.  and  Eula  C. 
The  father  is  still  alive,  and  makes  his  home  in 
Georgia.  Jonathan  L.  Bozeman  emigrated  from 
Georgia  to  Arkansas  in  1 873,  settled  in  this  coun- 
ty. and  was  married  to  Miss  Cordelia  H.  Bozeman, 
in  1874.  She  was  the  daughter  of  M.  and  Lucy 
A.  (Browning)  Bozeman,  natives  of  Georgia,  born 
in  1808  and  1813,  respectively.  Mr.  M.  Bozeman 
emigrated  from  Georgia  to  Alabama  in  1819,  and 
in  1835  emigrated  from  Alabama  to  Arkansas,  set- 
tling in  Clark  County. where  he  passed  his  last  days. 
He  was  married  in  1827,  and  became  the  father  of 
nine  children,  four  now  living:  Mary  H.  (wife  of 
E.  D.  Randle,  now  residing  in  Clark  County,  Ark.), 
Diademia  E.  (wife  of  C.  E.  Gary,  a farmer  in 
Texas),  Emily  L.  (wife  of  J.  W.  Callaway)  and 
Cordelia  H.  The  father  of  these  children  died  in 
1883.  He  was  a member  of  the  Baptist  Church, 
a Mason  and  a very  prominent  man.  He  was 
elected  to  the  Senate  from  this  district  in  1853, 
aud  held  many  other  positions  of  trust  and  honor. 
The  mother  died  in  1885.  To  our  subject  and 
wife  were  born  seven  children — two  sons  and  five 
daughters — five  children  now  living:  William  M. , 
Lucy  V. , T.  D. , Mary  F.  and  Emma  C.  Mr. 
Bozeman  owns  700  acres  of  fine  farming  land  with 
300  acres  under  cultivation,  and  is  living  on  tire 
home  place  where  his  wife’s  father  settled  when 
first  coming  to  this  State.  The  house  was  built 
in  1817.  is  a very  large  one,  and  has  ten  commodi- 
ous rooms.  Mr.  Bozeman  is  active  in  his  support 
of  all  enterprises  for  the  good  of  society  at.  large, 
and  is  one  of  the  substantial  men  of  the  county. 
Mrs.  Bozeman  is  a member  of  the  Baptist  Church. 

Francis  D.  Brown  deserves  much  more  than 
passing  mention  in  the  present  volume,  as  one  who 
has  been  intimately  and  worthily  identified  with 
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the  county’s  progress  and  advancement,  from  an 
early  period.  He  was  born  in  Lauderdale  County. 
Ala.,  March  27.  1 SOT.  a son  of  I’ rank  and  Cynthia 
(Butler)  Brown,  the  former  of  whom  died  in  1372, 

| and  the  latter  when  our  subject  was  a child.  The 
father  was  a successful  farmer,  and  moved  from 
Alabama  to  Illinois,  thence  to  Clark  County,  Ark., 
in  1842,  where  both  he  and  wife  died.  He  was  a 
Democrat  politically  They  were  the  parents  of  a 
; large  family  of  children,  the  subject  of  this  sketch 
being  among  the  younger,  live  of  whom  are  still 
living’.  The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  reared  in 
this  county,  remaining  at  home  until  his  father’s 
death,  and  then  started  out  in  life  for  himself,  as 
a farmer.  He  continued  to  farm  for  some  time, 
then  entered  the  mercantile  business  in  the  employ 
of  J.  A.  Smith,  at  Guidon,  with  whom  he  was  con- 
nected in  business  until  Mr.  Smith’s  death,  and  on 
the  organization  of  the  Smithton  Lumber  Company 
was  elected  vice-president  of  that  concern.  In 
1859  he  was  elected  justice  of  the  peace,  serving 
in  that  capacitv  until  the  outbreak  of  the  war. 
Ml  ien  Smithton  post-office  was  established,  he 
was  appointed  postmaster,  and  served  for  about 
oiie  year.  AVhen  he  started  out  in  life  he  was 
without  means,  but  by  attending  strictly  to  bus- 
iness. he  soon  gained  a competency;  the  close  of 
the  war  found  him  again  without  means,  but  by 
energy,  industry  and  good  management  he  is  now 
the  owner  of  a tine  farm,  well  improved,  bordering 
on  the  town  of  Gurdon.  and  is  still  stockholder  in 
the  Smithton  Lumber  Company.  In  1801  lie  en- 
listed in  Company  E.  Thirty  third  Arkansas  (Con- 
federate) Infantry,  serving  as  lieutenant  until  the 
close  of  the  war,  and  participating  in  the  following 
battles:  Prairie  Grove.  Jenkins’  Ferry,  Pleasant 
Hill,  and  in  battles  of  lesser  note.  In  1853  he 
married  Miss  Lourena  Neel,  daughter  of  Robert 
and  Mary  B.  Neel,  born  May  22,  1888,  by  whom 
he  has  live  children  living,  viz.  : Martha  C.  (wife 
of  M.  A.  Culp,  a farmer  of  this  county).  Fannie  E. 
(married  J.  F.  Harris,  a farmer  of  this  county, 
now  deceased;  she  is  living  with  her  father),  Louisa 
T.  (married  B.  Culp,  a farmer  of  this  comity), 
Thomas  C.  and  John  (are  living  at  homo).  Three 
are  dead,  namely.  Mary,  Amanda  F.  and  Melissa. 
Mrs.  Brown  is  a member  of  the1  .Missionary  Bap- 
tist Church.  Mr.  Brown  is  a Mason,  and  is  one 
of  the  prominent  and  substantial  men  of  the 
county. 

Aaron  D.  Burton,  planter.  Hollywood,  Aik. 
Nowhere  in  Clark  County  is  to  bo  found  a gentle- 
man of  more  energy,  determined  will  or  fi-u'ce  of 
character  than  Mr.  Bruton  possesses,  and  no  agri- 
culturist is  deserving  of  greater  success  in  the 


conduct  and  management  of  a farm  than  he.  Born 
in  Newberry  County,  S.  C. , on  the  16th  of  May, 
1814,  lie  is  the  son  of  Robert  and  Permelia 
(Boozen)  Burton,  natives  of  South  Carolina,  born 
in  1810  and  1818.  respectively.  The  father  fol- 
lowed agricultural  pursuits  until  his  death  in  i860. 
Ho  was  a member  of  the  Presbyterian  Church. 
1 heir  family  consisted  of  eleven  children,  six  of 
whom  are  now  living:  Kay,  Aaron  D. , Robert  H., 
Elizabeth  P.  (wife  of  John  Wilson,  living  in  Pike 
County,  Ark.).  Sarah  C.  (wife  of  James  Rowland, 
a planter  living  in  Georgia)  and  Amelia.  The 
mother  emigrated  from  South  Carolina  to  Arkansas 
in  1807  and  settled  in  this  county-.  She  is  a mem- 
ber of  the  Presbyterian  Clmrcli.  Aaron  D.  Bur- 
ton was  married  in  Clark  County.  Ark.,  in  187<k 
to  Miss  Martha  Malcom,  a native  of  Georgia,  born 
in  1850,  and  the  daughter  of  Greene  and  Susan 
(Street)  Malcom.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Burton  were 
born  tive  children,  four  now  living:  Robert,  Mal- 
com, Nora  and  Thomas.  Air.  Burton  emigrated 
from  South  Carolina  to  Arkansas  in  1800,  settled 
in  Clark  County,  and  here  he  has  since  remained. 
In  180  L he  enlisted  under  Capt.  J.  R.  Spearman, 
of  Holcomb  Legion,  serving  some  six  months,  and 
then  enlisting  in  Company  E,  Seventh  South  Car- 
olina Cavalry  Regiment  under  Capt.  J.  AN’.  AVill- 
iams;  he  was  in  the  battle  of  AVilliamsburg,  AVhite 
Oak  Swamp,  and  a great  many  others,  and  re- 
ceived a gunshot  wound  at  the  battle  of  Cold  Har- 
bor, aho  receiving  flesh  wounds  through  both  hips. 
He  was  with  Gen  Lee  at  the  time  of  the  surrender. 
After  the  war  Mr.  Burton  engaged  in  farming  again, 
and  is  now  the  owner  of  420  acres  of  good  land,  with 
200  acres  under  cultivation.  In  politics  he  is 
Democratic,  and  socially  is  a member  of  the  A.  F. 
<fc  A.  AI.  He  and  wife  are  members  of  the  Meth- 
odist Episcopal  Church. 

Benjamin  Bussell  was  born  in  McNairy  County. 
Tenn. . September  27,  1880.  a son  of  Richard  and 
Susan  (Brown)  Bussell,  natives  of  Tennessee. 
They  were  married  in  their  native  State,  and 
resided  in  McNairy  County  until  1888,  when  thev 
moved  to  Tippah  County.  Aliss. . moving  from 
there  to  Tishomingo  County,  Aliss.,  and  in  1S56 
came  to  Drew  County,  Ark.,  where  the  wife  died 
in  1802.  In  18 10  Mr.  Bussell  came  to  this 
county,  whore  ho  resided  until  his  death  in  1878. 
in  his  eighty -second  year.  AN  hen  a young  man  he 
learned  the  blacksmith  and  wood- worker  s trade, 
at  which  he  worked,  in  connection  with  fanning, 
all  his  life.  Politically  he  was  a Democrat.  After 
bis  wife  s death  in  1802  he  married  Airs.  Martha 
ANallaco.  widow  of  John  Wallace,  who  died  prior 
to  Mr.  Bussell.  To  his  first  marriage  were  born 
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twelve  children,  the  subject,  of  this  sketch  being 
the  sixth  in  order  of  birth  fonr  of  whom  are  now 
livin<V  viz.  : Rriscilla  (now  the  wife  of  Samuel 
Hathaway,  a merchant  of  Drew  County,  Ark.). 
Thomas  E.  (a  farmer  of  Jefferson  County,  Ark.), 
Sarah  (living  in  Drew  County).  The  subject  of 
this  sketch  was  reared  and  educated  in  Mississippi. 
In  1859  he  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits,  con- 
tinuing until  the  breaking  out  of  the  war.  May 
2.  1462,  he  joined  Company  B,  Second  Confederate 
Cavalry, Col.  Simmons’  regiment,  in  which  he  served 
until  May,  18(55,  during  which  time  he  engaged 
in  many  battles,  among  the  principal  ones  being 
the  last  battle  of  Corinth,  Denmark,  Middleton: 
he  was  then  transferred  to  west  of  the  Mississippi 
Hirer,  and  afterward  participated  in  the  battle  of 
Poison  Spring  and  others.  At  the  close  of  the  war 
he  returned  home,  and  resumed  his  farming  opera- 
tions, and  engaged  in  the  stock  business  quite 
extensively.  In  January,  1872.  he  came  to  Clark 
County,  and  located  on  the  Ouachita  River,  and 
has  ever  since  been  engaged  in  farming.  He 
owns  a good  farm  in  this  county,  with  a large  por- 
tion'of  it  under  cultivation.  May  27,  1859,  he 
was  united  in  marriage  with-  Miss  Narcissa  Cook, 
daughter  of  Joshua  Cook,  of  Drew  County,  born 
in  1839,  who  died  November  20,  1887.  in  her 
fortv-eighth  year,  leaving  three  children,  viz.  : 
William  G.  (a  merchant  of  Prescott),  Martha 
\ . (wife  of  A.  AY  Newton,  a merchant  of  Gurdon) 
and  Ben  T.  (of  Gurdon).  October  15,  1889,  Mr. 
Bussell  took  a second  wife,  wedding  Miss  Flora  J. 
Collett,  of  this  county.  Mrs.  Bussell  is  a member 
of  the  Baptist  Church;  the  tirst  Mrs.  Bussell  be- 
longed to  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  South. 
Socially,  Mr.  Bussell  is  a Mason,  and  politically  a 
Democrat.  He  is  one  of  the  enterprising  and  sub- 
stantial citizens  of  (he  county. 

Alexander  \Y  Cagle,  senior  member  of  the  firm 
of  Cagle  & White,  was  born  in  Alabama.  January 
31.  1845.  His  father,  John  F.  Cagle,  was  born  in 
North  Carolina,  and  while  still  a boy  moved  to 
Alabama,  where  he  was  reared  to  maturity,  and 
"as  married  to  Aliss  Elizabeth  Rowe,  a native  of 
Alabama.  In  I860  he  moved  his  family  to  Clark 
County,  Ark.,  where  he  engaged  in  tilling  the  soil 
until  his  death,  in  188S.  in  his  seventy-eighth  year; 
ins  wife  is  still  living,  a resident  of  this  county. 
During  his  life  he  was  a very  successful  farmer, 
and  at  one  time  owned  considerable  property,  but 
heavily  during  the  war.  Both  he  and  wife 
" • re  consistent  members  of  the  Baptist  Church,  he 
L-uig  a licensed  minister  of  that  church.  In  poli- 
tics he  was  a stanch  Democrat.  There  were  born 

Ids  marriage  nine  children,  the  subject  of  this 
a 


sketch  being  the  eldest,  of  whom  seven  are  still  liv- 
ing. Alexander  W.  Cagle  was  fifteen  years  of 
age  when  he  came  with  his  parents  to  Arkansas, 
and  at  the  age  of  nineteen  he  enlisted  in  Pagan’s 
Battalion,  in  the  Confederate  service,  under  Gen. 
Price,  participating  in  many  of  the  battles  fought 
on  that  celebrated  raid,  and  was  not  wounded  nor 
taken  prisoner  once  during  bis  service.  At  lire 
close  of  the  war  he  returned  home,  and  fouud  his 
father  a cripple  and  the  family  in  almost  destitute 
circumstances.  He  then  turned  his  attention  to 
farming,  which  he  1ms  since  continued  to  a certain 
extent,  owning  about  500  acres  of  valuable  land. 
In  1867  lie  engaged  in  the  mill  business  (saw  and 
grist),  in  which  he  has  successfully  continued  ever 
since.  In  August,  1889.  he  formed  a partnership 
with  F.  M.  White  in  the  mercantile  trade,  and 
they  are  now  doing  a mill  and  merchandise  busi- 
ness at  Beirne.  and  have  done  more  toward  the  up- 
building of  the  community  of  Beirne  than  almost 
all  the  rest  of  the  citizens.  Among  other  enter- 
prises, they  have  built  several  miles  of  plank  road 
to  the  town.  In  connection  with  their  other 
interests,  they  own  about  1,000  acres  of  valuable 
timber  land.  In  1868  Air.  Cagle  was  married  to 
Aliss  Josephine,  daughter  of  Alilton  O.  Hills,  born 
at  Rome,  this  county,  in  1852,  and  by  this  union 
has  four  children  living,  viz.:  Ben.  J.,  Alollie, 

Charles  and  Daisy.  Mr.  Cagle  is  a deacon  in  the 
Missionary  Baptist  Church,  of  which  both  he 
and  wife  are  members.  He  is  also  a Royal  Arch 
Alason.  Politically  he  affiliates  with  the  Demo- 
cratic party,  and  is  one  of  the  most  prominent  and 
enterprising  citizens  of  Beirne. 

G.  W.  Carder  is  one  of  the  prosperous  general 
merchants  of  Arkadelphia,  Ark.,  and  by  his  su- 
perior management  and  excellent  business  ability, 
he  has  become  a well-to-do  citizen.  His  birth  oc- 
curred in  Randolph  County,  Va. . in  April,  1831, 
and  he  is  a son  of  James  and  Lucinda  (Earle)  Car- 
der', who  were  born,  reared  and  married  in  Clark 
County,  ATa.  From  there  they  moved  to  Randolph 
County,  Va. . where  they  remained  for  several  years, 
thence  moved  to  Clarksburg,  Harrison  County,  Va., 
and  there  spent  their  lives.  G.  AY  Carder  is  one 
of  four  surviving  members  of  a large  family  of 
children,  and  was  reared  in  the  hotel  business,  in 
which  his  father  was  successfully  engaged,  but  in 
bis  eighteenth  year  he  went  to  Baltimore,  Aid., 
and  was  there  employed  in  a wholesale  hardware 
store  until  1858,  when  he  came  to  Arkansas,  and 
located  at  Red  Fork,  Desha  County,  where  he  was 
occupied  in  the  mercantile  business  until  1861.  At 
this  date  he  moved  to  Arkadelphia,  bat  in  1S03  he 
went  to  Marshall,  Tex.,  and  was  in  the  quarter- 
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master’s  department  until  the  final  surrender  in 
1S65.  From  that  time  up  to  the  present  he  has 
' been  interested  in  merchandising  in  Arkadelphia, 
and  has  done  exceptionally  well.  He  has  served 
as  a member  of  the  board  of  alderman  several 
terms.  From  1885  to  18SS  he  was  mayor  of  the 
city  of  Arkadelphia.  and  is  the  present  mayor,  hav- 
ing been  elected  in  April,  1S90.  In  18(33  he  was 
married  to  Miss  Ellen  M.  McDaniel,  a daughter  of 
J.  B.  McDaniel,  a highly  respectable  and  prosper- 
ous citizen  of  this  county.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  G.  \Y . 
Carder  have  two  living  children,  Archie  E.  and 
Mary,  and  are  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church.  He  is  a Mason,  a member  of  the  I.  O.  O. 
F.  and  the  K.  of  H. 

Col.  Charles  Cargile  is  a prominent  citizen  of 
Okolona,  Ark.,  whose  birth  occurred  in  Jasper 
County,  Ga.,  in  1822,  he  being  a son  of  John  R. 
and  Mary  (Marks)  Cargile,  who  were  also  Georgi- 
ans, his  father  spending  his  life  there  and  dying 
in  1833.  His  widow  afterward  removed  to  Louis- 
iana, but  died  at  the  home  of  her  son  Charles  while 
on  a visit  in  1857.  The  father  was  a farmer  and 
merchant,  was  a member  of  the  Georgia  Legislature 
for  many  years,  and  was  a son  of  Charles  Cargile, 
of  North  Carolina,  who  died  in  Jasper  County,  Ga. , 
in  1843.  He  began  life  as  a tiller  of  the  soil,  but 
afterward  engaged  in  other  pursuits  in  connection 
with  his  farming  operations,  and  accumulated  a 
large  estate.  He  was  of  Scotch-Irish  descent. 
The  maternal  grandfather,  John  Marks,  of  Scotch 
descent,  died  in  Alabama  when  the  subject  of  this 
| sketch  was  quite  young.  The  latter,  the  fourth 
of  a family  of  four  sons  and  five  daughters,  spent 
I his  youth  on  a farm,  attending  none  but  the  com- 
; mon  schools  of  his  neighborhood  except  two  years 
spent  at  Mercer  University.  He  was  married  in 
j Jasper  County,  Ga.,  in  1850,  to  Catharine  G. , 
daughter  of  Wyatt  R.  and  Rockie  A.  Smith.  She 
was  born  in  Jasper  County,  Ga.,  and  died  in  Au- 
gust, 1865.  at  Okolona,  Ark.,  having  borne  live 
children:  Wyatt  R.,  Dr.  Charles  1L.  John  S., 
j Henry  A.  and  Jefferson.  Mr.  Cargile’s  second 
! marriage  was  consummated  in  1867,  his  wife  being 
Mrs.  Anna  E.  McLure,  nee  Jones,  who  was  born  in 
the  Old  North  State.  Mr.  Cargile  came  to  Oko- 
lona, Ark.,  in  1854.  and  this  place  has  since  been 
j his  home  with  the  exception  of  two  years  which  he 
spent  in  Texas  during  the  war.  He  engaged  ex- 
! clusively  in  farming  until  18/6,  at  which  time  he 
j engaged  in  a general  mercantile  business  as  an 
I auxiliary  to  his  farming  operations,  which  he  con 
tinned  for  nine  years  with  good  success. ^ His 
health  becoming  impaired,  ho  sold 'out  bis  merc-an- 
| tile  interest  except  the  furniture  and  undertaker's 


department,  and  is  now  giving  his  attention  prin- 
cipally to  his  farm.  He  also  owns  some  valuable 
town  property.  He  never  seemed  to  have  any 
political  aspirations,  but  reluctantly  consented  to 
become  a candidate  for  the  Legislature  in  I860; 
was  elected,  and  served  two  years.  He  is  a Dem- 
ocrat, his  first  presidential  vote  being  cast  for 
James  K.  Folk.  The  most  of  Mr.  Cargile3 s busi- 
ness is  in  the  hands  of  a deputy,  and  this  gives 
| him  ample  time  for  writing  for  some  of  the  leading 
j newspapers  of  the  country  and  occasionally  con- 
| tributing  a poem  of  considerable  merit.  He  is  a 
man  of  exemplary  habits,  has  been  strictly  tem- 
I perate  all  bis  life,  and  has  reared  his  children  (four 
| of  whom  are  still  living)  to  follow  in  his  footsteps 
I in  this  particular. 

George  AY.  Carter,  merchant  and  farmer, 
Hearn,  Ark.  Mr.  Carter  occupies  au  advanced 
position  among  the  representative  farmers  and 
merchants  of  Clark  County.  He  was  born  in 
Tennessee  on  March  11.  1812,  but  has  been  a resi- 
dent of  Arkansas  since  1854,  at  which  time  he 
j came  here  with  his  parents.  He  was  married  to 
Miss  M.  E.  Hart  (a  native  of  Georgia,  born 
April  11,  1842)  in  1865,  and  to  them  have  been 
born  nine  children,  seven  now  living:  Emma  J. 
(wife  of  Dr.  Palmer,  now  living  in  Pike  County, 
Ark.),  John  H. , Ella  E.  (aged  eighteen,  deceased'), 
'Willie  AV. , Douglas,  Eula,  ■ Georgia  and  Lolo. 
During  the  late  unpleasantness  between  the  North 
and  South  Mr.  Carter  enlisted  in  Company  H, 
Twenty-third  Arkansas  Infantry,  under  Capt.  A. 
A.  Pennington,  and  was  in  the  battles  of  Corinth. 
Port  Hudson  and  was  in  all  the  principle  engage- 
ments during  his  service.  He  was  capture  d at 
Port  Hudson  and  was  first  taken  to  Johnson’s 
Island,  later  to  Ohio,  where  he  was  retained  for 
about  nine  months,  and  then  taken  to  Point  Look- 
out, where  he  remained  three  months.  He  was 
then  removed  to  Morris  Island,  S.  C. , where  he 
j remained  forty  two  days,  after  which  he  was  taken 
on  board  a ship  on  the  ocean,  and  after  remaining 
on  that  for  three  weeks  was  carried  to  Port  Pu- 
laski. Five  months  later  he  was  taken  back  to 
Fort  Delaware,  where  he  remained  for  three 
months,  and  where,  in  the  meantime,  he  took  the 
oath  of  allegiance.  Returning  to  his  home  in 
Arkansas  in  1865,  he  engaged  in  fanning,  and  this 
has  continued  up  to  the  present.  He  is  the  owner 
of  800  acres  of  good  land,  and  has  about  250  acres 
under  cultivation.  He  has  the  finest  fruit  farm  in 
the  county,  and  has  1,200  Lec'ont  pear  trees,  1.600 
peach ‘trees,  1,200  of  which  are  bearing,  150 
plum  trees  and  1,200  grapevines.  In  1885  lie  was 
appointed  postmaster  of  Hearn  post-office  and  one 


. 


■ 


CLARK  COUNTY. 


131 


year  later  commenced  merchandising.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  Methodist  Protestant  and  his  wife 
is  a member  of  the  Presbyterian  Church.  His 
parents,  John  B.  and  Nancy  (Cilaman)  Carter, 
wore  natives  of  Tennessee,  born  January  2.  18.12, 
and  1815,  respectively.  They  were  married  in 
Tennessee,  in  1835,  and  became  the  parents  of 
nine  children,  four  of  whom  are  now  living:  La- 
vinia  (wife  of  John  L.  Atwood),  Lizzie  (wife  of 
W illiam  Hart),  A.  N.  and  G.  W.  The  father  emi- 
grated from  Tennessee  to  Arkansas  in  1851  and 
settled  in  Clark  County.  Socially  he  was  a mem- 
ber of  the  Masonic  fraternity.  The  mother  died 
in  1861  and  the  father  took  for  his  second  wife 
Mrs.  Jane  Hart  in  i860.  She  was  a member  of 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  and  died  in  1SS2. 
Mr.  Carter  died  in  1S76.  Both  he  and  his  first 
wife  were  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church  also. 

John  L.  Cheatham,  farmer  of  Clark  County,  was 
born  in  Jefferson  County,  Ga.,  in  1S23,  being  a 
son  of  Anthony  R.  and  Mary  W.  (Collins)  Cheat- 
ham, who  were  born  in  Virginia  and  Augusta.  Ga.. 
in  1795  and  1797  respectively,  their  marriage  tak- 
ing place  in  Richmond  County  of  the  latter  State. 
In  this  State  they  spent  the  rest  of  their  lives,  the 
father  dying  in  1832  and  the  mother  in  1840,  hav- 
ing been  worthy  and  fairly  successful  tillers  of  the 
soil  throughout  their  lives,  and  the  mother  a mem- 
ber of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  The  pa- 
ternal grandfather,  James  Cheatham,  was  of  Irish 
descent,  born  in  Virginia,  and  died  in  Jefferson 
County,  Ga.  Moses  Collins,  the  maternal  grand- 
father, died  in  Richmond  County,  Ga.  John 
L.  Cheatham  was  the  sixth  of  eight  children, 
and  was  reared  principally  in  Athens,  Ga. . be- 
ing also  educated  there,  a student  in  the  high 
school  and  an  attendant  for  one  term  in  the 
State  University  of  Athens  during  1840.  His 
marriage,  which  took  place  in  1843.  was  to 
M iss  Asenath  A.,  daughter  of  John  and  Harriet 
Patterson,  who  were  born  in  Burke  County,  Ga. , 
and  died  in  1843  and  1851,  respectively,  members 
<4  Die  Associate  Reformed  Presbyterian  Church. 
To  Mr.  Cheatham  and  his  wife  a family  of  four- 
teen children  have  been  born,  seven  sons  and  five 
•laughters  now  living.  In  1S5G  Mr.  Cheatham  re- 
moved to  Dallas  County,  Ark.,  but  since  1875  has 
been  one  of  the  enterprising  residents  of  Clark 
County.  He  owns  440  acres  in  this  county  and  the 
-ame  amount  in  Dallas  County.  During  the  year 
1S02  he  was  elected  to  the  position  of  circuit  and 
probate  clerk  of  Dallas  County,  serving  in  all  ten- 
years,  and  has  been  an  incumbent  of  the  office  of 
j'lNtieo  of  the  peace  in  Dallas  and  Clark  Counties, 


and  aside  from  this  he  has  boen  engaged  in  farm- 
mg.  He  was  formerly  a Whig  in  politics,  his  first 
presidential  vole  being  cast  for  Henry  Clay  in  1844, 
but  he  has  for  many  years  past  affiliated  with  the 
Democratic  party.  He  is  a member  of  the  A.  F. 
and  A.  M. , and  he  and  Mrs.  Cheatham  have  been 
members  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  nearly  all 
their  lives. 

Maj.  Thomas  J.  Clark  is  a native  of  Pendleton 
District,  S.  C. , bom  in  1828,  and  is  a son  of 
Thomas -B.  and  Jane  A.  (McClure)  Clark,  Virgin- 
ians, who  removed  with  their  parents  to  South 
Carolina,  and  were  married  in  Pendleton  District. 
They  went  to  Benton  County,  Ala. , in  1832,  to 
Winston  County,  Miss.,  in  1842,  and  in  that  State 
the  father  departed  this  life  in  1847.  the  mother’s 
death  occurring  in  Louisiana  in  1868,  both  having 
been  worthy  members  of  the  Methodist  Church 
from  youth  up.  They  were  tillers  of  the  soil. 
The  grandfather,  Matthew  Clark,  was  of  English 
descent,  a Virginian  by  birth,  and  died  in  South 
Carolina.  The  mother’s  father,  Josiah  McClure, 
was  also  born  in  the  “ Old  Dominion,”  and,  after 
his  marriage,  went  to  South  Carolina,  and  from 
there  to  Alabama,  dying  on  his  farm  in  that  State. 
Maj.  Thomas  J.  Clark  was  the  seventh  in  a family 
of  ten  sons  and  four  daughters,  and  in  his  boy- 
hood days  acquired  a good  practical  education  i n 
the  schools  of  Mississippi,  and  was  married  in  Win- 
ston County,  of  that  State,  in  1851,  to  Miss  Nancy 
C..  daughter  of  Charles  and  Elizabeth  Peters,  a 
sketch  of  whom  appears  in  another  part  of  this 
work.  Mrs.  Clark,  was  born  in  Bledsoe  County, 
Tenn. , in  1833,  and  a family  of  thirteen  children 
have  been  bom  to  her  union  with  Mr.  Clark — 
eight  sons  and  three  daughters  now  living,  all  but 
three  being  married  and  living  in  Clark  County. 
In  1802  Mr.  Clark  enlisted  in  the  Confederate 
army,  in  Company  C,  Second  Atississippi  Infantry, 
as  lieutenant,  but,  after  serving  sixty  days  in  Ken- 
tucky, he  returned  home,  soon  after  becoming  a 
member  of  Company  D,  Thirty  seventh  Missis- 
sippi Infantry,  and  was  detailed  to  purchase  beef 
cattle  for  the  army.  Some  time  after  he  joined 
Gen.  Wirt  Adams’  cavalry  command,  and  was  made 
forage- master  of  the  regiment,  which  position  he 
held  until  the  close  of  the  war.  He  then  returned 
to  his  home,  and  in  1806  removed  to  Ouachita  Par- 
ish, La.,  and  in  1807  to  Clark  County,  Ark.,  and 
has  since  resided  on  his  present  farm  of  440  acres, 
which  is  situated  about  two  and  one  half  miles 
southeast  of  Dobyville.  4Ie  has  150  acres,  nicely 
improved,  and  besides  a good  residence,  barns,  etc., 
he  has  a line  steam  cotton-gin  and  grist-mill  on  his 
place.  Although  formerly  a Whig  in  politics,  cast- 
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ing  bis  first,  presidential  vote  lor  Scott,  in  1852,  be 
bas  long  been  a Democrat,  and  by  Ibis  party  was 
cbosen  justice  of  the  peace  of  South  Fork  Town- 
ship, a position  be  held  for  eight  years.  He  bas 
been  a member  of  tbe  A.  F.  A A.  M.  since  be  was 
twenty-three  years  of  age,  and  now  belongs  to 
South  Fork  Lodge,  at.  Gurdoii,  of  which  be  bus 
been  secretary,  having  been  master  of  a lodge  in 
Mississippi.  He  and  Mrs.  Clark  have  been  mem- 
bers of  tbe  Methodist  Church  since  their  youth. 

Adam  Clark  is  the  aide  editor  and  proprietor  of 

I The  Standard,  of  Arkadelpliia,  Ark,  which  is  one 
of  the  leading  journals  in  this  portion  of  the  State. 
He  was  born  in  South  Carolina,  but  his  parents, 
Andrew  and  Frances  (Thomas)  Clark,  were  born  in 
Connecticut  and  North  Carolina,  respectively,  the 
former  being  an  exceptionally  shrewd  and  success- 
ful merchant  and  tailor.  He  came  to  Arkansas  in 
1845,  and  in  1853  became  postmaster  at  Camden. 

I Adam  Clark  came  to  this  State  with  his  parents, 
and  was  first  a resident  of  Hempstead,  but  in  1853 
moved  to  Camden  and  entered  the  Herald  office  as 
an  apprentice,  serving  in  this  capacity  for  about 
three  years.  He  then  purchased  the  paper  and 
conducted,  the  same  until  1801,  when  he  came  to 
the  conclusion  that  in  this  case  the  sword  was 
mightier  than  the  pen,  and  accordingly  shouldered 
his  musket  and  started  for  the  front,  becoming  a 
member  of  the  Confederate  army.  During  his 
service  he  received  two  wounds,  first  at  Hatchie 
Ridge,  having  the  two  front  fingers  of  his  right 
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hand  shot  off,  and  again  at  the  siege  of  Vicksburg. 
In  January,  1808,  in  company  with  Col.  I.  4Y. 
Gaulding,  he  established  The  Standard,  and  they 
showed  that  they  were  admirable  newspaper  men. 
and  thoroughly  understood  their  business.  Mr. 
Clark  is  now  the  sole  proprietor,  and  has  always 
exercised  judgment  and  sense  in  the  management  of 
its  editorial  columns.  The  journal  is  now  in  its 
twenty -second  volume,  and  has  the  largest  circula- 
tion of  any  paper  in  Southern  Arkansas.  Mr. 
Clark  is  very  progressive  in  his  views,  and  his  ideas 
are  reflected  in  every  corner  of  his  paper  and  its 
management.  He  has  been  twice  elected  presi- 
dent of  the  Arkansas  Press  Association,  and  is  the 
oldest  newspaper  man  in  t ho  State  of  Arkansas, 
having  been  proprietor  of  a paper  for  the  past 
thirty-four  years.  Ho  is  past  grand  master  of  the 
I.  O.  O.  F.  lodge  of  Arkansas,  and  in  the 
XLYIIIth  and  XI.  I Nth  Congress  he  served  two 
years  as  messenger  in  V ashingfon,  D.  C.  He 
was  married  in  January,  IStjS.  to  Miss  Mollie 
Singleton,  by  whom  he  has  three  children:  Frank 
Adam  and  Charles. 

Capt.  John  R.  Cloud  from  his  earliest  youth 


has  applied  himself  with  industry,  perseverance 
and  energy  to  the  calling  of  a farmer,  and  is  now 
one  of  the  leading  stock  men  and  agriculturists  of 
, the  county.  He  is  a native  of  the  “Blue  Grass 
State.”  born  in  Logan  County  in  November,  1830, 
bis  parents,  John  I>.  and  Elizabeth  (Rutherford) 
Cloud,  being  also  born  there,  the  former  in  1807 
and  the  latter  in  1800.  John  B.  Cloud  was  a filler 
of  the  soil  and  tilled  the  positions  of  sheriff  and 
deputy  sheriff  for  some  years.  He  and  his  wife 
were  members  of  the  Missionary  Baptist  Church, 
and  'their  respective  deaths  occurred  in  August, 
1840,  arid  May  JO,  1889.  Daniel  Cloud,  the  grand- 
father, was  a Scotchman,  who  came  to  the  United 
States  when  a young  man,  married  and  spent  the 
rest  of  his  life  in  Logan  County,  Ivy.,  and 
1 here  followed  the  occupation  of  farming.  He 
served  in  one  of  the  early  Indian  wars.  He  was 
accompanied  to  this  country  by  two  brothers  who 
settled  in  Virginia  and  North  Carolina,  respectively. 
Stephen  Rutherford,  the  mother’s  father,  was 
i born,  reared  and  married  in  Rutherford  County, 
Tenn. . and  from  there  went  to  Logan  County, 

; Ky.,  where  he  spent  the  rest  of  his  life,  becom- 
ing a prominent  and  wealthy  stock  man.  Mrs. 
Elizabeth  (Rutherford)  Cloud  became  the  mother 
of  five  sons  and  three  daughters  by  Mr.  Cloud,  of 
whom  the  subject  of  this  sketch  is  the  sixth,  but 
! after  the  death  of  her  husband  she  married  again, 
her  second  union  resulting  in  the  birth  of  two 
children.  The  early  life  of  Capt.  John  B.  Cloud 
was  marked  by  hard  labor  upon  a farm,  but  he  was 
so  fortunate  as  to  acquire  a good  common-school 
education.  In  1S54  he  came  with  a brother  to 
Pike  County,  Ark.,  and  here,  on  the  28th  of 
August,  two  years  later,  his  marriage  to  Amanda, 
a daughter  of  Rev.  Elijah  and  Elizabeth  Kelly, 
took  place.  The  father  was  born  in  Alabama,  and 
when  a boy  was  taken  by  his  parents  to  Illinois, 
and  in  1815.  when  fifteen  years  of  age,  came  with 
them  to  what  is  now  Pike  County,  and  in  the 
1 southwest  part  of  this  State  his  marriage  occurred. 
From  that  time  until  his  death  in  1884  he  made 
his  home  in  Pike  County,  becoming  a prominent 
and  well-known  citizen.  He  was  a member  of  the 
first  constitutional  convention  of  Arkansas,  in 
1850-58,  represented  Pike  County  in  the  General 
Assembly  of  Arkansas,  and  afterward  tilled  the 
honorable  and  responsible  position  of  county 
judge.  He  was  a minister  of  the  Christian  Church 
for  over  sixty  years,  and  throughout  life  endeavored 
to  practice  what  he  preached,  and  was  an  earnest 
follower  of  the  Golden  Rule.  His  wife’s  demise 
occurred  in  1837.  Their  daughter,  Mrs.  Cloud. 

; was  born  in  Pike  County,  and  her  union  with  Mr. 
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('loud  resulted  in  the  birth  of  seven  children,  two 
suns  and  four  daughters  of  whom  are  living.  Mr. 
Cloud  joined  Company  H.  Sixteenth  Arkansas  In- 
fantry, C.  S.  A.,  in  1861,  and  in  the  month  of 
April,  1802,  was  made  captain  of  his  company,  a 
position  he  held  until  the  close  of  the  war.  and 
took  part  in  the  engagements  at  Pea  Itidge, 
Corinth,  Farmington.  Iulca,  and  Port  Hudson,  be- 
sides numerous  skirmishes.  He  was  captured  at 
Port  Hudson  and  was  imprisoned  at  Johnson’s  ; 
Island,  Ohio,  for  nine  months,  but  was  exchanged 
in  March,  1864.  and  returned  home.  He  soon 
after  joined  the  Trans-Mississippi  Department, 
after  which  his  operations  were  confined  to 
the  State  of  Arkansas.  In  the  fall  of  .1865  he 
came  to  Clark  County,  and  has  since  been  engaged 
in  farming  in  the  vicinity  of  Okolona.  He  has 
given  much  attention  to  raising  line  stock,  and  is 
especially  interested  in  the  purchase  and  sale  of 
mules.  Mr.  Cloud  started  in  life  a poor  boy,  but 
through  his  own  exertions  has  placed  himself  in 
his  present  position.  He  is  a Democrat  in  politics, 
his  first  Presidential  vote  being  cast  for  Brecken- 
ridge  in  i860,  and  socially  he  has  been  a member 
of  the  A.  F.  & A.  M.  since  1859,  but  now  belongs 
to  llobert  Morris  Lodge  No.  106.  of  Okolona.  In 
this  order  he  has  attained  to  the  Chapter  and 
Council  degrees  at  Gurdon.  He  and  five  of  his 
children  are  members  of  the  Christian  Church,  his 
wife  having  also  been  a member  for  a number  of 
vears  prior  to  her  death,  which  took  place  May 
10,  1885. 

Prof.  J.  \V.  Conger,  the  present  efficient  and  ! 
popular  president  of  the  Ouachita  Baptist  College 
of  Arkadelphia,  Ark.,  is  a native  of  Jackson,  Term.,  ! 
his  birth  occurring  on  the  20tli  of  February,  1857.  ; 
His  parents,  P.  D.  \\  . aud  F.  -J.  (Chambers)  Con- 
ger, were  born  in  Middle  Tennessee  and  North  Caro- 
lina, respectively,  and  the  latter  was  taken  by  her 
parents  to  Tennessee  when  she  was  a child.  The 
Congers  are  of  Scotch-English  descent,  the  great-  . 
grandfather  having  been  born  in  England.  Nearly 
all  of  the  family  have  been  of  an  inventive  turn  of 
mind,  and  some  have  proven  first-class  mechanics, 
ike  paternal  grandfather,  James  B.,  was  a con 
stant  contributor  to  the  Scientific  American  from 
hs  first  issue,  and  he  was  the  inventor  of  the  Tur- 
bin water-wheel.  He  died  in  Tennessee.  B.  D. 

W . Conger  has  been  a general  contractor  the  most 
of  his  life,  and  as  an  architect  and  master  builder 
lias  not  his  superior.  He  has  now  in  his  charge 
tin-  specifications  of  the  Pythian  Hall  at  Jackson, 
•unn.,  and  has  been  mayor  of  that  city  for  several 
tm-iiis.  Of  a family  of  ten  children  born  to  him, 
Ih'of.  J.  W.  Conger  is  the  seventh.  He  was  started 


to  school  when  quite  young  and  gradually  advanced 
in  the  paths  of  knowledge  ” until,  in  1878,  he 
graduated  from  the  Southwest  Baptist  University 
at  Jackson.  Tenn. , receiving  the  degree  of  A.  B. 

He  then  for  three  years  served  as  president  of  the 
Odd  Fellows  College  at  Humboldt,  Tenn.,  and  in 
September,  1888,  he,  in  company  with  Prof.  \\  . 

H.  Tharp,  organized  and  opened  Searcy  College 
under  the  name  of  Conger  A Tharp,  which  is  now 
one  of  the  leading  institutions  of  learning  in  the  I 
State.  Prof.  Conger  left  Searcy  in  the  winter  of 
1885  and  took  charge  of  the  Prescott  High  School, 
but  in  June,  1886.  he  was  elected  president  of  the 
Ouachita  College,  which  he  organized,  also  select- 
ing all  the  teachers.  The  building  was  completed 
in  June,  1889,  at  a cost  of  about  840,000.  It  is  a 
fine  brick  structure,  and  the  grounds  surrounding 
it  are  beautifully  laid  out.  Prof.  Conger,  although 
but  thirty-three  years  of  age,  is  one  of  the  most 
successful  educators  in  the  State  of  Arkansas,  and 
he  is  now  very  successfully  filling  an  important  and 
responsible  position.  He  is  a man  of  fine  executive 
ability,  and  is  one  who  abounds  in  fertile  expedients, 
enterprise  and  energy.  As  an  evidence  of  this  we 
have  only  to  look  at  the  rapid  growth  of  Ouachita 
College,  which  will  be  a lasting  monument  to  his 
zeal  and  efforts  in  behalf  of  Christian  education. 
The  outlook  for  this  institution  and  its  most  worthy- 
president  is  very  promising,  and  is  second  to  none 
in  the  State,  or  indeed  in  the  entire  South.  In 
1885  he  had  the  degree  of  A.  51.  conferred  upon 
him  by  his  alma  mater , the  Southwest  Baptist 
University.  In  the  month  of  October.  1882.  Miss 
Carrie  McKinney,  a daughter  of  Judge  McKinney, 
of  Purdy,  Tenn.,  became  his  wife,  but  he  was 
called  upon  to  mourn  her  death  the  following  year. 

In  1884  Miss  Teny  C.  Hamilton,  of  Memphis, 
Tenn.,  became  his  second  wife,  and  their  union 
has  resulted  in  the  birth  of  three  bright  little  chil- 
dren: Lucile,  Elsie  and  Hamilton.  Prof  Conger 
has  shown  his  brotherly  spirit  by  becoming  a mem- 
ber of  the  I.  O.  O.  F.  and  the  K.  of  P. , and  personally 
he  is  pleasant,  sympathetic  aud  genial,  respected 
and  esteemed  by  all  who  know  him. 

Sylvanus  O.  Conway,  planter,  Hollywood. 
Ark.  Mr.  Conway  was  born  in  Morgan  County, 
Ala.,  on  -July  6,  3835,  aud  is  tlie  sou  of  James  H. 
Conway,  a native  of  South  Carolina,  born  in  1800. 
and  a farmer  by  occupation.  The  elder  Conway 
was  justice  of  the  peace  of  Alabama  for  a number 
of  years,  and  in  1820  was  married  to  Miss  Ange- 
line  Jackson,  a native  of  South  Carolina,  born  in 
1805.  To  this  union  were  born  twelve  children — 
seven  sons  and  five  daughters — of  whom  but  five 
are  now  living:  Wilson  A .,  Joseph  D..  Sarah  L. 
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(widow  of  0.  Aldridge),  Emily  S.  (widow  of  Mr. 
Richardson)  and  Sylvanus  G.  The  father  emi- 
grated to  Alabama  about  1820,  and  died  in  ISSN. 
He  and  wife  were  members  of  the  Baptist  Church, 
and  he  was  a member  of  the  Masonic  fraternity. 
Sylvanus  G.  Conway  was  reared  in  Alabama  and 
was  married  in  Clark  County.  Ark.,  in  1861,  to 
Miss  Sarah  J.  Thomas,  who  bore  him  eight  chil- 
dren— six  sons  and  two  daughters,  four  of  whom 
are  now  living:  William  T.,  Joseph  G. , Lawrence 
C.  and  Virginia  A.  Mrs.  Conway  died  in  1887. 
She  was  a worthy  and  consistent  member  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  Mr.  Conway  took 
for  his  second  wife  Miss  Anna  Thomas,  a native  of 
South  Carolina,  bora  in  1836,  and  was  united  in 
marriage  to  her  in  Clark  County,  Aik.,  in  1888. 
In  1862  Mr.  Conway  enlisted  in  the  infantry. 
Company  H,  under  Capt.  Greene  and  served  until 
the  close  of  the  war.  He  is  a wide-awake,  indus- 
trious farmer,  is  the  owner  of  240  acres  of  larjd, 
and  has  100  acres  under  cultivation.  He  is  a mem- 
ber of  the  A.  F.  & A.  M.,  and  in  his  political  views 
is  strictly  Democratic.  He  emigrated  from  Ala- 
bama to  Arkansas  in  1850,  settled  in  this  county, 
and  now  has  one  of  the  best  farms  to  be  found. 
He  is  in  favor  of  all  public  improvements  and  has 
always  been  a liberal  donator  to  all  laudable  enter- 
prises. He  and  Mrs.  Conway  are  members  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 

William  T.  Crawley,  planter,  Arkadelphia, 
Ark.,  was  originally  from  Morgan  County,  Ga. , 
where  his  birth  occurred  December  25,  1821. 
His  parents,  Robert  and  Elizabeth  Philips,  born  in 
Wilkes  County  and  Morgan  County,  Ga..  respective- 
ly, were  married  in  1817.  Robert  Crawley  was  born 
in  1795,  and  Elizabeth  Philips  Crawley  in  1799. 
To  them  were  given  ten  children,  seven  of  whom 
lived  to  maturity.  The  father  was  a successful 
planter,  and  was  county  surveyor  of  Morgan  County, 
Ga.,  for  several  years.  They  were  members  of  the 
Missionary  Baptist  Church.  Elizabeth  Crawley 
died  in  1867,  and  Robert  Crawley  died  in  1871. 
W.  T.  Crawley  was  married  to  .Miss  T.  S.  Hart, 
in  Walton  County.  Ga. , February  1.  1813.  She 
was  born  March  (5,  1823,  and  the  fruits  of  this 
i union  were  nine  children,  six  now  living:  Cornelia 
(married  J.  B.  Rogers,  and  both  died  during  the 
late  war.  leaving  two  sons.  E.  O.  and  J.  T.), 
Leonora  E.  ( wife  of  L.  O.  Boss),  M.  J.  (wife  of 
M.  G.  Mailing).  Julia  A.  (wife  of  R.  C.  ltoss), 
Temperance  A.  (wife  of  J.  C.  Denson),  and  two 
sons,  Thomas  Y.  and  George.  T.  \ . was  married 
to  Miss  Ella  Brown  in  188],  G.  B.  was  married  to 
Miss  G.  McNeil;  she  died  in  two  years,  after 
which  he  married  Miss  T.  Ross,  now  living.  \Y. 


T.  Crawley  and  wife  were  both  members  of  the 
Missionary  Baptist  Church. 

A.  M.  Crow  is  engaged  in  the  real  estate  and 
loan  business  at  Arkadelphia,  Ark.,  and  is  a native 
of  Clark  County,  having  been  born  on  December 
6,  1833.  to  James  H.  and  Emily  (A  ells)  Crow,  the 
former  a native  of  Missouri,  and  the  latter  of 
Clark  County,  Ark.,  born,  in  181-5.  The  maternal 
grandfather,  Jacob  AY  ells,  settled  here  about  1.811, 
locating  on  a farm  about  sixteen  miles  southwest 
of  Arkadelphia,  being  one  of  the  first  settlers  of 
this  county.  The  region  was  very  wild  and  un- 
settled at  that  time,  but  Air.  'Wells’  farm  was  of 
line  black  soil,  and  as  he  was  a thrifty  and  energetic 
farmer  and  stock-raiser  he  became  wealthy.  He 
died  in  this  State.  The  paternal  grandfather. 
AA7 alter  Crow,  moved  from  Missouri  to  Arkansas  in 
ISIS,  and  also  engaged  in  tilling  the  soil  near 
Arkadelphia.  He  was  also  successful  in  his  oper- 
ations and  resided  in  Clark  County  until  has  death 
in  the  seventy -fifth  year  of  his  age.  James  H. 
Crow  was  a small  boy  when  brought  to  this  State, 
and  in  his  youth  he  received  the  education  and 
rearing  of  the  average  farmer’s  boy.  During  the 
late  Civil  War  he  was  mayor  of  Arkadelphia,  and 
also  held  the  positions  of  justice  of  the  peace, 
county  judge,  sheriff,  a member  of  the  House  of 
Representatives  in  1848,  and  of  the  State  Senate  in 
1850.  He  was  a very  prominent  politician,  a man 
well  known  and  esteemed  by  all  who  knew  him, 
and  as  a farmer  he  was  very  successful.  He  died 
in  the  month  of  October,  iS65,  his  wife  passing 
from  life  in  1878.  Out  of  a large  family  of  chil- 
dren born  to  them  six  are  now  living.  John  AY. 
died  at  Bowling  Green,  Ky. . while  serving  in  the 
Confederate  army,  and  another  son,  Jacob,  was 
also  in  that  army.  A.  Al.  Crow,  the  immediate 
subject  of  this  sketch,  was  reared  on  his  father' s 
farm,  and  received  Iris  education  in  the  common 
schools.  Upon  reaching  the  age  of  twenty-four 
years  Ire  came  to  Arkadelphia,  Ark.,  atrd  after  at- 
tending the  schools  of  this  place  for  some  time  he 
engaged  in  saw- milling,  being  thus  employed  for 
about  six  years.  In  1870  he  embarked  in  his 
present  calling,  and  was  the  first  man  to  engage 
exclusivelv  in  this  business  in  Southwest  Arkansas. 
He  controls  about  10,000  acres  of  private  lands, 
and  is  agent  for  the  St.  Louis  <fc  Iron  Alouutain 
Railroad,  having  about  200,000  acres  in  his  charge. 
He  is  doing  air  enormous  business,  and  represents 
Shat  tuck  A Hoffman  of  New  Orleans,  Jarvis  Conk- 
lin Alortgage  Company  of  Kansas  City,  Little 
Rock  Trust  Company,  and  the  Southern  Trust 
Company,  of  Memphis,  Tenn.  His  marriage  to 
Ali.-s  Abbie  AI.  Mendenhall  took  place  iu  1862, 
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ami  bv  her  he  became  the  father  of  eight  children: 
[da  B. , Fannie,  Albert,  Lena,  Mamie,  Jim  T., 
Charles  and  J.  Stanley.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Crow  are 
members  of  the  Methodist.  Episcopal  Church,  and 
he  also  belongs  to  the  Masonic  fraternity.  He  is 
one.  of  the  progressive  citizens  of  Clark  County, 
and  for  over  half  a century  has  witnessed  her 
development.  He  has  always  been  careful,  pru- 
dent sind  economical,  but  not  in  the  least  penurious, 
and  those  who  know  him  best  recognize  in  him  a 
good  friend  and  an  honorable  upright  man  of  busi- 
ness. 

D.  T.  Dale,  one  of  the  county’s  popular  offi- 
cials, has  tilled  the  position  of  county  treasurer  by 
re-election  since  18S6.  He  was  born  in  Lee 
County,  Miss.,  on  September  20,  1840,  and  is  a 
son  of  Robert  and  Jane  Dale,  a short  history  of 
whom  is  given  in  the  sketch  of  Dr.  J.  E.  Dale, 
who  is  a brother  of  the  subject  of  this  sketch. 
D.  T.  Dale  was  reared  and  educated  in  the  State 
of  Mississippi,  but  at  the  early  death  of  his 
parents  he  was  left  to  fight  the  battle  of  life  alone, 
and  being  unacquainted  with  the  ways  of  the 
world  he  found  it  most  difficult  to  secure  a liveli- 
hood for  a number  of  years.  He  first  made  his 
home  with  his  grandmother,  Mrs.  Susan  Rowland, 
remaining  with  her  until  he  attained  his  twentieth 
year,  being  reared  to  the  duties  of  a farm  life. 
During  the  last  fifteen  months  of  the  late  Civil 
War  he  served  in  Gen.  Forrest’s  brigade,  and  was 
captured  at  Selma  and  taken  to  Montgomery,  Ala., 
where  he  was  paroled.  After  the  final  surrender 
he  returned  to  his  former  home  with  his  grand- 
mother, and  in  1867  came  to  Arkadelphia,  Ark., 
shortly  after  settling  on  a farm  about  four  miles 
from  that  place.  He  has  been  very  successful  and 
is  now  the  owner  of  285  acres  of  land,  nearly  all 
of  which  is  under  cultivation  and  well  improved 
with  all  necessary  buildings.  Upon  being  elected 
to  his  present  position,  in  1 886,  he  moved  to  Arka- 
delphia, and,  while  lie  discharges  his  duties  in  a 
very  efficient  manner  and  to  the  satisfaction  of  all 
concerned,  he  still  continues  to  conduct  his  farm 
as  heretofore.  He  is  well  known  for  his  indus- 
trious habits  and  perseverance  as  well  as  for  his 
enterprise,  progress  and  intelligence,  and  these 
attributes  have  contributed  to  place  around  him  a 
host  of  friends  and  acquaintances.  Flis  marriage 
to  Miss  Mary  A.  Marbury  was  consummated  in 
•he  month  of  January,  1869,  and  their  union  lias 
been  J Jessed  by  a family  of  six  children:  Cay  E.. 
•h'hn  E.,  Joseph  S. , Mattie,  Bessie  and  David. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Dale  are  members  of  the  Baptist 
bhurch,  and  are  living  a worthy  and  consequently 
happy  life. 


Dr.  J.  R.  Dale.  The  profession  of  the  physi- 
cian, when  properly  conducted,  is  one  of  the 
noblest  to  which  a man  can  devote  his  life,  and  it 
is  one  which  operates  effectively  in  time  of  need  in 
arresting  and  alleviating  the  most  acute  pains  and 
ailments  to  which  the  human  body  is  heir.  To 
say  that  Dr.  Dale  has  made  a proper  use  of  the 
powers  given  him  would  be  a very  mild  statement 
of  the  case,  for  to  his  skill  and  talent  the  gratitude 
of  hundreds  is  due.  Fie  was  born  in  Pontotoc 
County,  Miss. , August  20,  1849,  to  Robert  and 
Jane  (Boyd)  Dale,  natives  of  Chester,  S.  C.,  who 
emigrated  to.  Mississippi  in  1849,  in  which  State 
they  both  passed  from  life.  They  were  the  parents 
of  five  children,  and  of  this  family  the  subject  of 
this  sketch  was  the  fourth  and  youngest  boy,  Mrs., 
Alice  Jane  Stewart  being  the  youngest  and  only- 
sister.  He  was  left  an  orphan  in  his  infancy,  but 
was  taken  to  rear  byr  his  grandmother,  and  until 
fifteen  years  of  age  was  a resident  of  Mississippi. 
During  the  late  internecine  war  the  grandmother 
died,  leaving  the  Doctor  without  friends  or  money, 
and  owing  to  this  and  the  fact  that  his  early  edu- 
cational advantages  were  very  meager,  he  found 
himself  very  poorly  equipped  to  fight  the  battle  of 
life  alone.  He  wms,  however,  very  ambitions  and 
independent,  and  in  1866  started  for  Arkansas,  but 
on  reaching  Pine  Bluff  his  money  gave  out  and  as 
his  destination  was  Arkadelphia,  he  went  the  rest 
of  his  way'  on  foot,  a distance  of  eighty  miles, 
making  the  journey  in  two  days  and  a half.  He 
reached  this  place  footsore,  hungry  and  penniless, 
but  immediately  set  about  to  find  employment,  and 
became  an  apprentice  in  the  drug  establishment  of 
Rowland  & McDaniel,  and  remained  with  these 
parties  for  about  six  years.  After  obtaining  some 
means  he  employed  a private  teacher,  and  for  some 
time  pursued  bis  studies  after  night,  and,  in  the 
meantime,  entered  upon  the  study  of  medicine 
with  a view  to  making  it  a profession.  In  1870  he 
was  enabled  to  enter  the  Medical  University  of 
Louisville,  Ky. , and  later  graduated  from  the  Jef- 
ferson Medical  College,  of  Philadelphia,  in  1872, 
soon  after  locating  at  Arkadelphia.  Ark.,  being 
then  considered  only  a young  physician  of  ordi- 
nary merit.  This,  however,  did  not  long  remain 
the  case,  for  be  was  very  successful  in  the  man- 
agement of  the  cases  which  came  under  his  care, 
and  he  soon  became  well  known  as  a physician  of 
talent  and  ability,  and  is  now  one  of  the  eminent 
practitioners  of  the  State,  enjoying  one  of  the 
largest,  if  not  the  largest,  practices  in  Arkansas. 
He  has  effected  some  wonderful  cures,  and  his  skill 
is  consulted  by  people  hundreds  of  miles  distant. 
He  has  ever  been  very  liberal  with  the  poor,  is 
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always  found  ready  to  relieve  the  afflicted,  and  he 
is  a man  who  commands  the  love  and  confidence 
of  all  who  know  him.  His  present  position  has 
not  been  attained  without  severe  and  continued 
labor,  and  from  a poor,  struggling  boy,  without 
money  or  friends,  he  now  has  a beautiful  home, 
family,  friends,  money  and  position,  and  is  now 
vice-president  of  the  Citizens  Rank  of  Arkadel- 
pliia,  of  which  he  was  also  one  of  the  organizers. 
He  assisted  in  organizing  the  Arkadelphia  Lumber 
Company,  and  is  a stockholder  in  the  Arkadelphia, 
Ultima  Thule  & Mississippi  Railroad,  and,  in  fact, 
is  identified  with  almost  every  enterprise  of  worth  in 
the  town,  and  bis  money  is  freely  spent  in  building 
up  and  improving  the  city.  In  1SS1  he  was  united  in 
marriage  to  Miss  Maj  Beauchamp,  of  Arkadelphia, 
and  they  have  an  interesting  family  of  four  chil- 
dren: Christine,  Rodney,  Richard  and  Lois.  The 
Doctor  and  his  wife  are  members  of  the  Presbyte- 
rian Church,  and  socially  he  belongs  to  the  Masonic 
and  Iv.  of  P.  fraternities.  In  1873,  during  the 
cholera  epidemic  in  Little  Rock,  he  went  to  that 
j city  and  during  his  stay  there  lie  laid  the  founda- 
tion for  his  present  enviable  reputation,  and  re- 
ceived from  the  Government  a printed  certificate  of 
commendation.  He  was  at  this  time  physician  for 
the  county  poor  of  Pulaski  County.  During  the 
yellow  fever  epidemic  at  Memphis,  Term. , in  1S7S, 
he  volunteered  his  services  to  the  plague-stricken 
j city  and  was  awarded  a gold  medal  by  the  Howard 
Association  (of  which  he  was  a member),  for  the 
valuable  services  rendered.  At  this  time  he  was 
also  secretary  of  the  Howard  Medical  Society.  He 
now  belongs  to  the  Arkansas  State  Medical  Soci- 
ety, the  Southern  Surgical  and  Gynecological  So- 
ciety and  the  American  Medical  Association.  Dur- 
ing the  Brooks-Baxter  trouble,  the  Doctor  became 
surgeon  of  the  Hallie  Rifles,  a company  composed 
of  the  young  men  of  Little  Rock,  and  received  a 
llesh  wound  by  a gun-shot  in  the  fight,  at  Palarm. 
He  espoused  the  Baxter  cause.  The  above  sketch 
shows  what  can  lie  accomplished  by  a poor  boy 
when  he  possesses  that  mysterious  article  called 
pluck,  and  we  are  free  to  say  that  the  Doctor  is 
not  yet  through  making  a history  for  himself,  but 
will  one  day  stand  pre-eminent  among  his  medical 
brethren. 

Hon.  Goodin  Deaton.  The  estate  which  Mr. 
Deaton  now  cultivates  embraces  520  acres  of  land, 
a considerable  portion  of  which  is  under  cultiva- 
tion and  well  adapted  to  the  purposes  of  general 
farming.  In  the  management  of  his  farm  he  dis- 
plays excellent  judgment,  and  he  is  acknowledged 
by  all  to  bo  one  of  the  leading  agriculturists  of 
this  region.  He  was  born  in  Montgomery  County, 


N.  C.,  June  3,  1814,  and  is  a son  of  Basil  and 
Barbara  (Stuart)  Deaton,  natives,  also,  of  North 
Carolina,  and  early  emigrants  to  Tennessee,  in 
which  State  the  father  died.  The  mother  passed 
from  life  in  Arkansas.  Of  a family  of  four  chil- 
dren born  to  them  two  are  now  living.  Goodin  be- 
ing the  eldest.  At  the  age  of  sixteen  years  he  was 
taken  to  Tennessee  by  his  parents,  and  in  that 
State  he  obtained  a good  education.  In  1849  he 
located  in  Clark  County.  Ark.,  near  Amity,  and 
here  he  entered  the  first  tract  of  land  which  was 
entered  in  that  community,  and  there  made  his 
home  until  the  fall  of  1886,  at  which  time  he 
moved  to  the  place  where  he  now  resides.  In  1882 
he  was  elected  to  the  State  Legislature,  serving  one 
term,  and  he  has  also  filled  the  positions  of  justice 
of  the  peace  and  county  judge,  holding  the  last- 
named  position  two  years,  when  he  was  recon- 
structed. He  is  one  of  the  old  settlers  of  the 
county,  and  has  witnessed  its  development  from  a 
wilderness  to  its  present  admirable  state  of  culti- 
vation. He  was  first  married  to  Miss  Lucinda 
Jackson,  by  whom  he  had  a family  of  sixteen  chil- 
dren, eight  now  living,  and  his  present  wife  was 
formerly  a Airs.  Amanda  E.  (Alalcomb)  AV  illiams. 
by  whom  he  has  six  children,  four  of  whom  sur- 
vive. Air.  and  Airs.  Deaton  are  members  of  the 
Baptist  Church,  and  socially  he  is  a Aiason. 

William  T.  Dickson,  farmer,  Arkadelphia.  Ark. 
In  the  history  of  Clark  County,  in  its  development, 
growth  and  continued  advance  to  a community  of 
wealth  and  influence,  Air.  Dickson  has  borne  a 
prominent  part.  He  owes  his  nativity  to  Pike 
County,  of  this  State,  his  birth  occurring  Decem- 
ber 6,  1849,  and  is  the  son  of  Leroy  and  Alary 
A.  (White)  Dickson.  The  father  was  born  in 
Jackson  County,  Tenn. . about  1815,  and  was  a 
farmer  by  occupation.  He  came  to  Arkansas  with 
his  parents  when  about  twelve  years  of  age.  and 
settled  with  them  in  Pike  County,  where  he  was 
reared  to  farm  life.  This  has  been  his  chief  pur- 
suit since.  By  his  marriage  to  Aliss  A\  bite  he 
became  the  father  of  eleven  children — six  sons  and 
five  daughters — all  living:  Alwilda  (wife  of  J.  B.  H. 
Walls),  James  W.,  William  T.,  Pleasant  W..  Nancy 
A.  (wife  of  H.  Davenport).  Alartha  (wife  of  J.  H. 
Stell),  Thomas  J..  John  F.,  Alary  E.  (wifeof  Frank 
AVinglield),  Leroy  Allen,  and  Emily  (wife  of  Add 
Tlirelkeld).  The  father  was  a member  of  the 
Christian  Church,  and  died  June  2,  18S6.  The 
mother  now  resides  in  Pike  County.  Ark.  She  is  a 
member  of  the  Christian  Church.  A\  illiam  T. 
Dickson  was  reared  principally  in  Pike  County, 
Ark.,  and.  on  August  3,  18  d),  was  married  to 
Aliss  Alary  S.  Parsons,  daughter  of  John  and 


■ 


* 


CLARK  COUNTY. 


137 


Eletha  (Sowell)  Parsons.  This  union  resulted  in  \ 
the  birth  of  four  children:  Walter  (deceased),  j 

Eletha  A. , Cornelia  13.  and  Maud.  Mrs.  Dickson 
was  born  in  Cherokee  County,  Ala..  April  3.  1S-17. 
Her  father  was  a native  of  Tennessee,  born  about 
1804,  and  died  about  184-2.  He  was  a planter  all  ! 
his  life,  and  was  a member  of  the  Methodist  Epis- 
copal Church.  The  mother  was  born  in  1805,  and 
died  in  18S3.  She  was  a member  of  the  Baptist  ; 
Church.  Mr.  Dickson  is  the  owner  of  132  acres  j 
of  good  fanning  land,  three  miles  west  of  Arka- 
delphia,  but  lie  left  this  in  1880  and  moved  to 
Arkadelphia  to  educate  his  children.  He  and  wife 
are  members  of  the  Baptist  Church,  and  iu  poli- 
tics he  is  a Democrat. 

Joseph  Doby  has  an  extended  acquaintance  in 
Clark  County  for  he  has  made  his  home  here  since 
1800,  and  has  prominently  identified  himself  with 
the  farming  interests  hereabouts.  His  birth  oc- 
curred in  Roane  County,  N.  C.,  in  1825,  and  he  is 
a son  of  John  M.  and  Elizabeth  (Crawford)  Doby, 
who  were  born  in  Camden,  S.  C..  in  1801,  and  Cabar- 
rus County,  N.  C.,  respectively.  They  were  married 
in  Lancaster  District,  S.  Ck,  but  after  a few  years 
they  removed  to  Roane  County,  N.  C.  After  again 
residing  successively  in  South  Carolina  and  North 
Carolina  they  removed  to  Dallas  County,  Ark.,  in 
1S56,  and  to  Clark  County  in  1860,  where  the  father 
passed  from  life  in  1S78.  He  was  married  twice, 
his  first  wife  being  the  mother  of  the  subject  of 
this  sketch,  her  death  occurring  in  South  Carolina 
in  1833,  she,  as  well  as  her  husband,  being  a mem- 
ber of  the  Presbyterian  Church.  Joseph  Doby, 
the  paternal  grandfather,  was  of  Scotch  descent, 
and  died  in  his  native  State  of  South  Carolina. 
"William  Crawford,  the  maternal  grandfather,  died 
in  Lancaster  District,  S.  C.  Joseph  Doby,  the 
subject  of  this  biography,  was  the  eldest  of 
four  sons  and  one  daughter,  and  besides  attend- 
ing to  farm  labor  during  his  youth,  he  attended  the 
district  schools,  and  was  so  fortunate  as  to  finish 
bis  education  in  Davidson  College,  Mecklenburg 
County,  X.  C.,  taking  a regular  course  in  the  lan- 
guages. After  leaving  college  his  time  was  oc- 
cupied in  mercantile  pursuits  for  a few  years,  after 
which  he  came  with  his  father  to  Arkansas.  In 
1 8 1 5 ho  was  married  to  Margaret  AT.,  daughter  of 
Hugh  and  Elizabeth  Harris.  She  was  born  in 
Mecklenburg  County,  N.  C. , and  died  in  Clark 
County,  Ark.,  in  1860,  having  borne  two  children: 
Elizabeth  C.  (wife  of  C.  K.  Boswell)  and  Margaret 
I'vdY  of  Ct.  \V.  Davies).  Mr.  Doby's  second  mar- 
riage took  place  in  1801.  his  wife,  Ann  Eliza,  being 
a daughter  of  Rev.  Samuel  and  Jane  William- 
son-  natives  of  York  District,  where  they  were 


reared  and  married,  moving  to  North  Carolina 
after  the  last-named  event,  and  to  Hempstead 
Count v,  Ark.,  in  1856.  The  father’s  death  oc- 
curred here  in  1881  and  the.  mother’s  in  1880. 
Mr.  Williamson  was  a Presbyterian  minister  for 
about-  fifty  years,  and  was  president  of  Davidson 
College,  N.  C.,  for  about  fifteen  years,  but  him- 
self graduated  from  a college  in  Columbia,  S. 
C.  His  daughter,  Airs.  Doby,  was  born  in  Meck- 
lenburg County,  N.  C.  Air.  Doby  has  an  excel- 
lent lot  of  land,  comprising  000  acres,  and  by 
his  own  efforts  has  400  acres  of  the  same  in  an  ad- 
vanced state  of  cultivation.  He  served  for  about 
twelve  months  in  the  State  troops  in  1863,  and 
with  his  company  participated  in  the  engagements 
at  Poison  Springs,  Alark’s  Alill  and  Jenkins’  Ferry. 
He  has  been  a Democrat  all  his  life,  and  his  first 
vote  was  cast  for  Lewis  Cass,  of  Alichigan,  for  the 
presidency  in  1848.  He  and  Airs.  Doby  have  been 
members  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  for  about 
forty  years.  Air.  Doby  commenced  running  a mer- 
cantile establishment  in  1867,  and  continued  some 
nine  years,  the  place  where  he  held  forth  bearing 
the  name  of  Dobyville.  Since  then  he  has  been 
engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits. 

Capt.  T.  AI.  East,  farmer  and  member  of  the 
Okolona  Alerchandise  Co.,  resides  two  miles  west 
of  that  town,  but  was  born  in  Newberry  District. 
S.  C.,  in  1830.  being  a son  of  Joel  and  Rebecca 
(Williams)  East,  whose  native  State  was  South 
Carolina,  where  they  made  their  home  until  1841, 
at  which  time  they  moved  to  Alississippi,  and  a 
few  years  later  to  Memphis,  Term.  In  the  latter 
State  Air.  East  died  iu  1847.  after  which  event  his 
family  soon  returned  to  South  Carolina,  where 
Airs.  East  passed  to  her  long  home  in  1855,  both 
having  been  members  of  the  Alothodist.  Episcopal 
Church,  South,  for  many  years.  Air.  East  was  a 
farmer  and  wagon-maker,  and  a son  of  W Ilham 
East,  of  Virginia,  who  was  a mechanic  by  tr  ade, 
and  died  in  Newberry  District,  S.  C.  The  sub- 
ject of  this  sketch  was  one  of  a large  family  of 
children,  of  whom  himself  and  two  daughters  only 
are  living.  Only  four  of  the  children  arrived  at 
mature  years,  and  one  son  and  brother,  tbe  oldest, 
was  drowned  December  25,  1847,  in  a lake  formed 
out  of  Wolf  River,  just  above  Alemphis,  Term. 
With  but  meager  advantages  for  acquiring  an  edu- 
cation, T.  AI.  East  passed  his  boyhood  in  farm 
labor,  and  after  following  overseeing  for  fome 
years  he,  in  1856,  went  to  Kansas  and  took  part 
iu  the  troubles  there,  but  in  1857  came  to  Clark 
County  and  was  here  married  in  1859,  his  wife 
being  a Aliss  Susan,  daughter  of  Dr.  Enoch  S.  and 
Jane  Haynes,  native  Tennesseeans,  who  removed  to 
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Arkansas  in  an  early  day,  where  they  made  their 
home  for  a number  of  years,  afterward  removing 
to  Texas.  In  the  “ Lone  Star  State  ” Airs.  Haynes 
passed  to  her  long  home.  The  Doctor  is  still 
living  and  is  a practicing  physician  of  many  years’ 
standing.  Mrs.  Last  was  born  in  Yell  County. 
Arkansas,  and  died  in  1800.  leaving  one  child  — 
William  13.  Mr.  East’s  second  marriage  took 
place  in  January,  1803,  his  wife  being  Telitba  E., 
daughter  of  Abraham  L.  and  Amanda  Weir,  who 
were  born  in  Kentucky  and  Missouri,  respectively, 
but  who  removed  to  Arkansas  when  young,  in  which 
State  they  were  reared  and  married  and  spent  the 
rest  of  their  lives.  Mr.  Weir  died  on  the  14th  of 
March.  1879,  having  been  a minister  of  the  Method- 
ist Church,  South,  and  in  1858-59  he  represented 
Clark  County  in  the  State  Legislature,  and  was  at 
one  time  a member  of  Arkansas  State  Militia.  He 
was  also  a member  of  the  A.  F.  A A.  M.  His 
wife  died  November  23,  1887.  Airs.  East  was  born 
in  Clark  County,  Ark.,  and  her  union  with  Air. 
East  has  resulted  in  the  birth  of  four  children — 
two  sons  and  two  daughters.  Air.  East  was  a resi- 
dent of  Pike  County  until  after  the  death  of  his 
first  wife,  but  has  since  made  his  home  in  this 
county,  being  the  owner  of  an  excellent  farm  of 
300  acres,  of  which  150  are  under  cultivation.  He 
was  in  the  mercantile  business  in  Okolona  during 
1867-08-09,  and  since  1889  has  again  given  this 
calling  his  attention,  and  is  connected  with  the 
Okolona  Alercantile  Company.  He  has  been  a 
Democrat  all  his  life,  and  is  a member  of  the  A. 
F.  A A.  M.,  Robert  Morris  Lodge  No.  100,  of 
Okolona.  He  has  been  a worthy  member  of  the 
Methodist  Church  since  1800,  and  his  wife  is 
also  a member.  In  Juue,  1861.  he  joined  Com- 
pany B,  Twelfth  Arkansas  Infantry,  and  was 
in  the  engagements  at  New  Madrid,  Tiptonville 
and  Island  No.  10,  and  served  as  tirst  lieutenant. 
From  Island  No.  10  he  was  sent  home  for  recruits, 
and  was  not  allowed  to  return  to  his  command,  but 
was  put  into  Company  I,  Thirty-third  Arkansas 
Infantry,  and  was  made  its  captain,  which  position 
he  held  until  the  close  of  the  war,  in  Arkansas 
I and  Louisiana.  He  also  took  part  in  the  battles 
I of  Prairie  Grove.  Pleasant  Hill  and  Alaustield.  In 
the  winter  of  1803-04  he  was  sent,  with  eighteen 
meu  into  the  mountains  of  Pike  and  Aiontgomery 
Counties,  Ark.,  to  look  for  deserters,  and  at  Caddo 
Gap  came  upon  a battalion  of  Arkansas  Fedora  Is. 
One  man  was  killed,  and  the  others  supposed  to  be. 
i as  the  Captain  states  he  never  afterward  heard  of 
j them.  He  surrendered  at  Marshall,  Tex.,  in  May, 
1805,  and  returned  to  his  long-neglected  farm  in 
Clark  County. 


John  Edwards,  a prominent  merchant  of  Clark 
County,  is  a native  of  Scotland,  born  in  Kincardine- 
shire in  1842,  where  l.i is  family  is  well  connected. 
His  father,  Alexander  Edwards,  a weaver  and 
farmer  by  occupation,  married  Aliss  Ann  Thomp- 
son, and  in  1800  he  with  his  family  emigrated  to 
America.  He  died  at  sea  on  the  banks  of  New- 
foundland at  the  age  of  forty  years.  His  wife 
died  iti  Huron  County,  Mich.,  in  1SS2,  in  her 
sixty  -tilth  year.  Both  he  and  wife  were  members 
of  the  Presbyterian  Church  (then  Free  Church  l. 
The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  the  oldest  of  six 
children,  viz.  : John  (the  subject  of  this  sketch). 
James  (a  carpenter  residing  in  Galt,  Canada  I, 
Alexander  (a  farmer  of  Huron  County,  Aiicli. ). 
William  (a  farmer  living  near  Harrisville,  Alcona 
County,  Alich.),  Alargavet  (a  graduate  of  a normal 
school,  is  now  teaching  in  Canada)  and  Jennie 
(keeping  house  for  her  brother  in  Huron  County, 
Alich.).  The  subject  of  this  brief  biography  spent 
his  school  days  in  Scotland  and  in  Wentworth 
County,  Beverly  Township,  Canada,  coming  with 
his  parents  to  America  in  I860,  and  at  his  father's 
death,  he  being  the  oldest  child,  it  devolved  upon 
him  to  care  and  provide  for  the  balance  of  the 
family.  He  farmed  in  summer  and  got  out  staves 
iu  winter  in  Canada  for  ten  years.  In  187  i he 
came  to  the  United  States,  locating  in  Lapeer 
County,  Alich. , where  he  remained  for  six  years, 
and  then  went  to  Arkansas,  locating  in  Pulaski 
County,  soon  after  coming  to  Beirne,  Clark  County. 
He  was  then  in  the  employ  of  the  Little  Rock 
Cooperage  Company,  and  is  at  present  identified 
with  that  concern  as  general  superintendent  and 
paymaster.  The  company  does  a large  business, 
getting  out  from  2.0  )0,000  to  3,000,000  staves  per 
annum.  He  opened  np  his  present  business  at 
Bierne  in  1SS7,  and  his  success  has  since  been 
wonderful,  far  exceeding  his  most  sanguine  ex- 
pectations. He  was  married,  March  10,  180 1.  to 
Aliss  Hannah  White,  a native  of  Middlesex  County, 
Canada,  of  Scotch  descent,  by  whom  he  had  five 
children,  three  of  whom  are  still  living.  They  are 
John,  Rosa,  and  Alinnie,  at.  home,  arid  Hattie 
Alary  Ann  and  Ella  are  deceased.  Mrs.  Edwards 
died  near  Little  Rock,  Ark.,  in  1SS3.  July  21. 
1880,  Mr.  Edwards  was  again  married,  this  time 
to  Aliss  Hattie  Beirne,  a daughter  of  Capt.  Beirne 
of  this  place,  and  by  this  union  has  had  two  ehil 
dren,  but  one  of  whom,  a son,  Henry  C.,  is  liv- 
ing. Both  Atr.  and  Airs.  Edwards  are  members  of 
the  Methodist,  Episcopal  Church.  South.  In  his 
political  views  Air.  Edwards  is  a Republican. 

Thomas  AI.  Ewing,  circuit  court  clerk  of  Clark 
County,  Ark.,  was  born  in  Huntsville,  Ala.,  Novem- 
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Ikt  13,  1S34,  u son  of  Stephen  S.and  Mary  H.  (Car- 
ter)  Ewing,  who  were  Yirginiaus  and  emigrated  to 
Alabama,  in  which  State  the  mother  died.  The 
father’s  demise  occurred  in  Mississippi.  He  was  a 
farmer  by  calling,  and  was  a man  of  considerable 
influence  in  the  different  communities  in  which  he 
resided,  and  for  several  years  was  president  of  the 
Huntsville  (Ala.)  Bank.  Seven  of  the  eleven  chil- 
dren born  to  himself  and  wife  are  now  living,  of 
whom  the  subject  of  this  sketch  is  the  youngest 
son.  lie  was  reared  in  his  native  State  and 
finished  his  education  in  the  University  of  Virginia, 
at  which  institution  he  took  a four  years’  course. 
Ho  came  to  Clark  County,  Ark.,  in  ISAS,  and  lo- 
cated on  a farm  ten  miles  south  of  Arkadelphia,  his 
estate  there  embracing  320  acres  of  land,  of  which 
200  acres  are  under  cultivation.  In  1 SO  1 be  en- 
listed in  Company  B,  First  Arkansas  Regiment,  and 
for  some  time  was  a clerk  in  the  quartermaster's 
department  at  Arkadelphia.  From  1874  to  1876 
lie  filled  the  position  of  justice  of  the  peace,  and 
was  then  elected  county  surveyor,  which  office  he 
held  four  years.  He  was  first  elected  to  his  pres- 
ent position  in  1880  and  in  1888  was  re-elected 
and  still  holds  the  position.  In  1862  he  was 
united  in  marriage  to  Miss  M.  L.  Cook,  by  whom 
he  has  four  children:  W.  B.,  T.  M. . W.  T.  and 

G.  B.  Mr.  Ewing  is  a member  of  the  Masonic 
fraternity  and  the  K,  of  P.,  and  is  one  of  the  pro- 
gressive and  enterprising  men  of  Claik  County. 
His  farm  is  an  exceptionally  tine  one,  located  on 
the  black  land  strip,  which  is  said  to  be  the  finest 
piece  of  land  in  the  State.  In  addition  to  attend- 
ing to  the  duties  of  his  office  he  successfully  man- 
ages his  farm,  and  in  his  official  as  well  as  social 
life  he  commands  the  good-will  and  respect  of  all. 
His  wife  is  an  earnest  member  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church. 

Harris  Flanagin  was  bora  in  the  village  of 
Roadstown,  near  Bridgeton,  the  county  seat  of 
Cumberland  County,  X.  J. , November  3,  1817. 
At  a very  early  age  lie  manifested  a decided  liking 
for  books,  and  frequently  was  found  collecting  old 
newspapers,  cast-away  books,  etc.,  and  placing 
them  on  tile  for  further  use.  While  quite  young, 
as  was  the  custom  at  that  time  he  was  sent  to  a 
common  school.  His  father  was  an  undertaker 
and  furniture  dealer  by  calling,  and  as  his  son 
grew  older  moved  on  a farm  near  Greenwich,  a 
village  some  few  miles  distant  from  his  former 
home.  This  change  was  not  satisfactory  to  the 
feelings  of  Harris,  either  mentally  or  bodily,  as 
the  labors  to  which  he  devoted  his  attentions  about 
the  farm  afforded  only  a school  attendance  of  t wo 
or  throe  months  in  the  winter.  Fortunately,  how- 


ever, he  was  favored  with  the  assistance  of  supe- 
rior instructors,  who  taught  in  the  excellent  schools 
of  the  sect,  known  as  Friends  or  Quakers,  and  these 
took  quite  an  interest. in  young  Flanagin.  At  the 
age  of  about  eighteen  years  he  was  employed  as  an 
assistant  teacher  in  a seminary  in  Clermont,  Frank- 
fort, Penn.,  where  his  ability  and  learning  soon  led 
to  bis  promotion  as  professor  in  tbe  English  lan- 
guage and  mathematics.  In  this  capacity  he  did 
not  remain  long  before  removing  to  Illinois,  where 
he  assumed  charge  of  a school  of  his  own,  and 
while  thus  connected  also  applied  himself  to  the 
study  of  law.  After  a thorough  preparation,  he 
graduated  in  this  profession  and  obtained  license 
to  practice  at  Paoli,  111.,  in  1833.  Early  in  the 
following  year  he  removed  to  Arkansas,  and  located 
at  what  was  then  the  county  seat  of  Clark  County, 
where,  shortly  after,  he  also  was  commissioned  to 
practice.  That  his  connection  with  the  early  bar 
of  this  State  was  an  honorable  one  is  shown  by  the 
frequent  mention  made  of  him  in  both  public  and 
private  records.  Besides,  he  taught  school  to  some 
extent.  During  the  Mexican  \\  ar  he  raised  a com- 
panv  for  service,  but  before  its  arrival  at  tbe  seat 
of  hostilities  tbe  war  was  over.  His  genius  and 
litness  for  tbe  position  having  become  recognized, 
Mr.  Flanagin  was  elected  to  the  State  Legislature 
prior  to  the  Civil  War.  During  that  struggle, 
though  opposed  to  secession,  when  Arkansas  seced- 
ed he  espoused  the  cause  of  the  Confederacy,  or- 
ganized a company,  entered  the  service  as  captain 
and  was  later  promoted  to  colonel.  In  1862  he 
was  elected  governor  of  Arkansas,  with  the  occu- 
pation of  Little  Rock  by  the  Federal  forces,  and 
while  thus  serving  removed  the  seat  of  government 
to  Washington.  Hempstead  County.  Though  sub- 
sequently disfranchised,  in  December,  1865.  he 
obtained  a pardon  from  the  President  of  the  L nited 
States,  and  as  soon  as  permitted  resumed  the  prac- 
tice of  law,  in  which  he  was  very  successful.  Be- 
ing a tine  counselor,  all  persons  had  great  confi- 
dence in  his  ability  and  integrity.  Not  until  I8i3 
was  he  permitted  to  vote.  In  18/  4 he  was  elected 
a member  of  the  convention  to  frame  a new  consti- 
tution for  the  State,  and  by  reason  of  efficiency 
and  capability  was  chosen  chairman  of  the  judi- 
ciary committee.  This  convention  was  held  dur- 
ing the  summer,  and  owing  to  the  heat  and  over- 
work attendant  upon  his  labors  at  that  time.  Col. 
Flanagin  died  on  October  23  following.  He  was 
a man  above  the  ordinary,  having  but  few  equals 
as  a legal  practitioner.  His  public  record  is  one 
that  lias  left  no  stain  to  his  honorable  posterity. 
It  is  said  that  his  nomination  as  governor  of  the 
State  was  unknown,  to  him  until  the  day  before  his 
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election,  ■when  a telegram  announced  to  him  the 
news  in  Knoxville,  Term.,  where  he  was  at  that 
time.  In  July,  1851,  Miss  Martha  E.  Nash,  of 
Hempstead  County,  became  his  wife,  and  still  sur- 
vives. Three  children  blessed  this  union:  Dun- 
can, Nash  and  Laura. 

L.  E.  Gibney  is  a member  of  the  general  mer- 
cantile firm  of  Gibney  & Patterson,  of  Arkadelphia, 
Ark.,  and  is  a representative  business  man  of  this 
portion  of  the  county.  Mr.  Gibney  was  born  in 
Dublin,  Ireland,  in  1818,  and  there  grew  to  man- 
hood, receiving  fair  educational  advantages  in  his 
youth.  Becoming  impressed  with  the  idea  that 
America  offered  better  advantages  for  a young  man 
of  pluck  and  energy  than  his  own  country,  Mr. 
Gibney,  in  the  month  of  March,  18(58,  embarked 
on  board  a vessel  at  Cork,  and  landed  at  Castle 
Garden,  New  York  City,  after  about  a three  weeks' 
ocean  voyage.  After  traveling  over  a considera- 
ble portion  of  the  United  States,  he  finally  located 
at  Arkadelphia,  Ark.,  in  1872,  and,  as  his  funds 
were  at  a verv  low  ebb.  he  began  looking  around 
for  employment,  and  .for  some  time  was  in  the  serv- 
ice of  the  Fort  Smith  Railroad.  He  finally 
secured  a position  as  book-keeper  for  S.  R.  McNutt, 
with  whom  he  remained  for  nearly  five  years,  and 
in  1885  he  embarked  in  the  mercantile  business 
with  J.  W.  Patterson,  their  capital  amounting  to 
about  $3,000.  By  their  close  attention  to  business, 
their  honesty,  and  the  reasonable  rates  at  which 
they  are  disposing  of  their  goods,  they  have  suc- 
ceeded in  establishing  a safe  and  remunerative 
trade,  and  their  outlook  for  the  future  is  very  prom- 
ising. They  now  carry  a stock  of  goods  valued  at 
about  $35,000,  and  is  connection  with  a very  large 
dry  goods  and  notion  department,  they  carry  an 
immense  stock  of  groceries.  They  own  the  build- 
ings in  which  they  do  business,  and  have  two  of 
the  finest  residences  in  the  city.  Their  business 
is  now  established  on  a strictly  cash  basis,  and  as 
they  are  both  courteous  and  agreeable  gentlemen, 
a customer  once  secured  is  a sure  patron  thereaf- 
ter. Mr.  Gibney  was  married  in  1882  to  Miss 
Cozie  Husbands,  by  whom  he  has  one  son — W ill 
iam  E.  Mr.  Gibney  is  a member  of  the  Masonic 
fraternity,  and  in  188(1  was  elected  to  the  position 
of  county  collector,  serving  four  years. 

William  W.  Hall,  one  of  the  best,  citizens  of 
Gurdon,  Ark.,  was  born  in  York  District,  S.  C.. 
July  11,  ISIS.  His  father,  John  Li.  Hall,  also  of 
York  District,  was  a large  planter  and  merchant  in 
South  Carolina  before  the  war.  After  the  war  ho 
came  to  Arkansas,  where  he  engaged  in  farming, 
and  he  is  now  retire  ! and  residing  in  Monticello, 
Drew  County,  Ark.,  aged  seventy-nine  years.  He 


was  twice  married.  His  first  wife  was  Miss  Per- 
melia  Gillespie,  of  Roane,  N.  C.,  by  whom  he  had 
three  children.  She  died,  arid  Mr.  Hall  thou  mar- 
ried Miss  Ann  Watson,  by  whom  be  had  nine  chil- 
dren, the  subject  of  this  sketch  being  the  oldest. 
Mrs.  Hall  died  in  1882  in  Drew  County.  Ark.,  at 
the  age  of  sixty  years.  Both  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hall 
were  members  of  the  old  School  Presbyterian 
Church,  as  were  their  ancestors  for  several  genera- 
tions. Mr  Hall  has  always  been  a Democrat. 
The  family  are  of  English  and  Scotch-Irish  de- 
scent. -The  subject  of  this  sketch  spent  his  boy- 
hood days  in  South  Carolina,  and  left  his  books 
and  home  to  go  into  the  army  in  1864,  joining  the 
i Fourth  South  Carolina  Militia,  and  was  at  the 
I evacuation  of  Charleston,  and  in  the  battles  along 
the  coast.  At  the  close  of  the  war  he  returned 
home  and  for  a time  attended  the  Ebenezer 
! Academy.  After  leaving  school  he  went  to  Char- 
: lotte,  N.  C.,  and  was  there  for  some  time  attending 
to  business  for  his  father.  In  18(59.  together  with 
! his  father,  he  came  to  Arkansas,  visiting  the 
j greater  portion  of  the  southern  part  of  the  State 
with  a view  to  locating.  After  a few  months  they 
selected  Monticello,  and  here  they  made  their 
j home.  For  the  next  six  years  he  was  in  the 
employ  of  C.  L.  Burks  as  book-keeper  and  sales- 
| man.  He  then  came  to  Clark  County  and  turned 
his  attention  to  farming  near  Dobyville.  Iu  1883 
he  and  brother  started  a grocery  and  supply  busi- 
ness at  Gurdon,  continuing  this  business  until 
1880.  Since  coming  to  Clark  County  Mr.  llali 
! has  been  identified  with  every  enterprise  tending 
| to  the  advancement  of  the  interests  of  the  county. 

: He  was  county  surveyor  for  two  years,  and  has  also 
done  some  work  on  the  Camden  branch  of  the 
; Iron  Mountain  Railroad.  March  10,  1881,  he  was 
married  to  Mr.-,.  Mollie  P.  (Paisley)  Scott,  of  this 
county,  and  to  this  union  have  been  born  two  chil 
dren,  viz. : John  Watson  and  \Y.  Brown.  In 
' secret  societies  Mr.  Hall  is  a member  of  the  I.  O. 
O.  F.,  twice  representing  his  lodge  in  the  grand 
lodge  of  the  State,  and  is  a K.  of  II.  In  politics 
he  sides  with  the  Democratic  party. 

J.  M.  Hardage  is  a successful  grocer  of  Arka- 
delphia, Ark.,  and  his  present  thriving  business 
j was  established  in  1885,  it  being  characterized  by 
a substantial  growth.  Mr.  ITardage  was  born  in 
i Clark  County,  on  the  20th  of  November,  1853.  and 
is  a son  of  Joseph  A.  and  Mary  A.  (Lovelace) 
Hardage,  the  father  a native  of  Tennessee,  and 
the  mother  of  Virginia.  They  removed  to 
Arkansas  iu  December,  1851,  and  located  in  Hot 
i Spring  County,  but  t lie  following  year  removed 
I to  Clark  County  and  took  up  their  abode  near 
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Arkadelphia,  where  they  have  since  resided.  The 
father  has  always  been  a farmer  by  occupation;  he 
served  for  a short  time  as  county  judge  under  the 
reconstruction  law,  but  could  not  hold  the  posi- 
tion. J.  M.  Hardage  is  the  eldest  of  seven  sur- 
viving members  of  a family  of  eleven  children,  and 
spent  his  youth  much  as  other  farmers’  boys  do, 
in  attending  the  district  school,  and  assisting  his 
father  in  tilling  the  soil.  He  followed  the  occu- 
pation to  which  he  had  been  reared  until  1883, 
and  in  1884  began  clerking  in  the  town  of  Arka- 
delphia.  embarking  in  business  for  himself  the 
following  year.  He  deals  exclusively  in  groceries, 
and  by  his  fair  dealing  he  has  won  the  confidence 
of  the  community  and  fully  deserves  the  success 
which  has  attended  his  efforts.  In  1875  his  mar- 
riage to  Miss  F.  E.  Browning  was  consummated, 
and  by  her  he  has  a family  of  three  children: 
Luna,  Henry  and  Zenia.  Mr.  Hardage  and  his 
worthy  wife  are  earnest  members  of  the  Baptist 
Church,  and  he  is  a prominent  member  of  the 
Masonic  fraternity. 

James  Hardin.  The  entire  life  of  this  gentle- 
man has  been  unmarked  by  any  unusual  occurrence, 
for  he  has  always  applied  himself  to  the  occupa- 
tion of  farming,  and  is  now  prepared  to  enjoy 
the  fruits  of  his  labor.  He  was  bom  in  Hemp- 
stead County,  Ark.,  in  1830,  and  is  a son  of  Abra- 
ham K.  and  Elizabeth  (Wilson)  Hardin,  who  were 
horn  in  Hardin  County,  Tenn.,  and  Cape  Girardeau 
County,  Mo.,  respectively.  They  removed  with 
their  pareuts  to  Hempstead  County,  Ark. , where 
they  were  afterward  married.  In  1528  and  in  1830 
they  came  to  Clark  County,  where  they  passed  the 
rest  of  their  lives  with  the  exception  of  a few  years 
spent  in  Pike  County.  The  former  died  on  the  1 1th 
of  September,  1844.  and  his  wife  on  the  4th  of 
June,  1862.  The  paternal  grandfather,  Joseph 
Hardin,  was  born  in  Yiiginia.  from  which  State  lie 
moved  to  Tennessee,  and  prior  to  1824  he  settled 
in  Hempstead  County,  Ark. , and  still  later  in  Clark 
County,  where  he  died  in  1850,  at  the  age  of  eighty- 
seven.  He  tilled  the  position  of  Representative  in  the 
State  Legislature  of  Arkansas,  being  sent  from  Clark 
County.  The  great-grandfather,  who  also  bore  the 
mime  of  Joseph,  was  a Virginian  by  birth  and  remov- 
ed from  his  native  soil  to  what  is  now  Hardin  Coun- 
ty. Tenn. , the  county  being  named  for  him,  and  here 
he  iti  all  probability  died.  The  maternal  grand- 
father, Hon.  John  Wilson,  first  saw  the  light  of 
day  in  the  Old  Dominion."  and  during  the  early 
history  of  the  State  was  taken  by  his  parents  to 
Kentucky,  but  when  a young  man  he  went  to  Mis- 
'"Uri,  and  was  married  in  Cape  Girardeau  County, 
to  Miss  Sallie  Bird,  moving  some  time  after  to  the 


Red  River  country,  in  Arkansas,  and  making  his 
home  in  different  counties.  He  represented  Hemp- 
stead, Clark  and  Pike  Counties  in  the  Legislature, 
and  while  a candidate  from  Clark  County  lie  was 
made  speaker  of  the  House.  He  was  a man  of 
broad  views,  great  ability  and  noble  character,  and 
his  death,  which  occurred  at  the  advanced  age  of 
seventy-seven  years,  was  deeply  lamented,  not  only 
by  his  immediate  and  sorrowing  family  but  by  ail 
who  knew  him.  James  Hardin,  the  immediate  sub- 
ject of  this  biography,  was  the  second  of  eleven 
children*,  eight  sons  and  three  daughters,  and  spent 
his  early  life  on  a farm  in  the  wikis  of  Arkansas, 
receiving  very  little  schooling.  In  the  mouth  of 
July,  1861,  ho  joined  Company  B,  Twelfth  Ar- 
kansas Infantry,  of  which  he  was  soon  after  made 
lieutenant,  and  was  in  the  battles  of  Island  No. 
10,  New  Madrid.  Corinth,  and  was  with.  Bra^ce  on 
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his  raid,  into  Kentucky.  Later  he  was  in  the  battle 
of  Port  Hudson,  but  was  captured  there  and  taken 
to  New  Orleans,  thence  to  Governor’s  Island,  N. 
Y.,  and  from  there  to  Johnson’s  Island,  Ohio, 
where  he  remained  until  the  30th  of  March,  1865. 
He  was  then  conveyed  to  Baltimore,  thence  to 
Point  Lookout,  and  from  there  to  Fort  Delaware, 
at  which  place  he  was  held  until  June  13,  1865. 
He  was  married,  in  1866,  to  Lizzie,  daughter  of 
James  and  Jane  Moore,  her  birth  having  occurred 
in  Monroe  County,  Tenn.,  and  to  them  a family  of 
live  children  have  been  born,  three  of  whom  are 
now  living:  James  M. , George  and  Augustus.  Mr. 
Hardin  has  a fertile  farm  of  2S0  acres,  on  which  he 
has  resided  for  about  sixteen  years,  and  SO  acres 
are  under  cultivation.  Mr.  Hardin  is  a Democrat, 
his  first  presidential  vote  being  cast  for  Pierce,  in 
1852,  and  since  that  year  he  has  been  a member  of 
the  A.  F.  & A.  M. , Robert  Morris  Lodge  No. 
106,  of  Okolona,  and  in  this  lodge  he  has  been  sen- 
ior and  junior  warden.  His  wife  is  a member  of 
the  Old  School  Presbyterian  Church  and  he  be- 
longs to  the  Christian  Church.  He  belongs  to  one 
of  the  oldest  and  best  known  families  of  the  county, 
and  has  spent  nearly  all  his  life  here  and  has  every 
interest  of  the  county  at  heart.  Airs.  Hardin’s 
parents  were  born,  reared  and  married  in  South 
Carolina,  afterward  moved  to  Alabama,  thence  to 
Tennessee,  both  dying  in  Hamilton  County,  the 
father  having  been  a tanner  and  farmer  by  occupa- 
tion. 

John  Hardin  was  born  in  Pike  County,  Ark.,  iu 
1836,  to  Abraham  K.  and  Elizabeth  (Wilson!  Har- 
din, the  former  a native  Tennesseean  and  the  lat- 
ter born  in  Missouri.  They  were  both  brought,  to 
Arkansas  by  their  parents  in  an  early  day,  and 
spent  the  remainder  of  their  lives  in  the  south- 
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western  portion  of  the  State.  When  the  subject 
of  this  sketch  was  a small  boy,  they  removed  from 
Pike  to  Clark  County,  and  here  the  father  was 
called  from  life  in  1814,  his  w ife  dying  in  1803, 
both  being  members  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  at 
the  time  of  'their  death.  Mr.  Hardin  was  a suc- 
cessful farmer,  and  was  a son  of  Hon.  Joseph  Har- 
din, one  of  the  early  and  prominent  settlers  of 
Southwestern  Arkansas,  and  for  some  years  a mem- 
ber of  the  Arkansas  Legislature  from  Clark  County, 
where  he  died  prior  to  the  war,  aged  about  eighty - 
| eight.  The  maternal  grandfather  of  the  subject  of 
this  sketch  was  Hon.  John  Wilson,  who  came  from 
the  State  of  Missouri  thither  at  a very  early  day. 
He  was  a man  of  considerable  prominence,  and  for 
j a number  of  years  was  a member  of  the  Legisla- 
tive Assembly  from  Pike  County.  It  was  he  who 
j killed  Mr.  Anthony  on  the  Legislative  floor,  an  act 
he  always  afterward  deplored,  although  it  was 
done  in  self-defense,  as  the  latter  had  threatened 
his  life.  At  that  time  Mr.  Wilson  was  speaker  of 
the  House.  He  made  a trip  to  California,  after 
which  he  removed  to  Texas,  where  he  died  in  1864, 
having  lived  a long  life  of  usefulness.  John  Har- 
din,  whose  name  heads  this  sketch,  was  the  sixth 
of  eight  sons  and  three  daughters,  and  after  spend- 
ing his  youthful  days  on  a pioneer  farm  and  in  at- 
tending the  common  schools,  he  started  out  for 
himself.  He  served  for  about  two  years  in  a cav- 
alry company  of  Arkansas  State  troops  during  the 
Civil  War,  after  which  his  company  was  disbanded 
at  Washington,  Ark.,  and  lie  returned  to  his  farm. 
Miss  Etta,  a daughter  of  F.  C.  Moore,  became  his 
wife  in  1870,  and  they  now  have  a family  of  live 
sons  and  live  daughters.  Since  the  month  of  March 
Mr.  Hardin  has  lived  on  his  present  farm  of  400 
acres,  which  is  situated  about  two  miles  southwest 
of  Okolona.  Two  hundred  acres  are  under  culti- 
vation, and  in  addition  to  tilling  this  land,  he  is 
quite  extensively  engaged  in  stock-raising,  and  is 
one  of  the  leading  agriculturists  of  his  section. 
His  wife  is  a member  of  the  Presbyterian  Church, 
and  he  is  a Democrat  politically,  and  socially  is  a 
member  of  the  A.  F.  A A.  M. , Robert  Morris 
Lodge  No.  100,  of  Okolona.  Mrs.  Hardin’s  father 
removed  from  Tennessee  to  this  State,  and  is  now 
living  in  Faulkner  County,  a farmer  and  merchant 
by  occupation.  He  at  one  time  served  as  clerk  of 
the  county.  His  wife  died  in  Tennessee,  when 
Mrs.  Hardin  was  born 

Stan  C.  Harley.  He  whose  name  heads  this 
this  sketch  is  one  of  the  prominent  and  influential 
citizens  of  Clark  County,  his  home  being  in  G ui- 
don He  was  ushered  into  the  world  in  Marshall 
County,  Miss.,  on  December  i,  1843,  being  a son 


of  Maj.  William  R.  Harley  and  wife,  nee  Louisa 
J.  Thompson,  both  of  whom  were  Virginians  by 
birth.  The  father  is  still  living,  and  is  now  a resi- 
dent of  Princeton,  Dallas  County.  Reference  is 
made  to  his  life  on  other  pages  of  this  volume. 
The  boyhood  and  early  youth  of  Stan  C.  Harley 
were  passed  in  the  State  of  his  nativity.  In  1858 
he  came  with  his  father  to  Arkansas,  and  here 
attended  school  until  the  outbreak  of  the  war, 
when  he  left. his  books  to  enlist  as  private  in  Com- 
pany C,  of  the  Sixth  Arkansas  Confederate  In- 
fantry, in  which  he  served  until  the  surrender  at 
Greensboro  N.  C. , in  April,  1865.  In  December, 
1864.  he  was  detailed  as  a sharpshooter,  br-ingone 
of  fifteen  out  of  Gen.  Pat  Cleburne’s  division. 
Among  the  many  battles  in  which  he  participated 
may  be  mentioned  Shiloh.  Perryville  and  Mur- 
freesboro, and  all  the  battles  in  which  his  division 
took  part  in  the  Georgia  campaign — Franklin,  Nash- 
ville and  Bentonville,  N.  O.  At  Shiloh  he  was 
wounded,  but  did  not  leave  the  field,  and  had  many 
narrow  escapes  on  both  days  of  that  hard-fought 
battle.  At  Franklin  lie  was  hit  three  times,  ami 
had  it  not  been  for  his  blanket  would  have  un- 
doubtedly been  killed.  At  the  close  of  the  war  he 
returned  to  his  home  in  Dallas  County,  and  turned 
his  attention  to  farming,  his  means  consisting  of  a 
good  constitution  solely.  He  continued  agricultural 
pursuits  in  Dallas  County  until  1871,  alter  which 
lie  farmed  and  taught  school  until  1879  in  this 
county.  In  1874  he  was  elected  justice  of  the 
peace,  and  served  for  four  years,  and  then,  in  1SS2, 
was  elected  assessor  of  this  county,  and  tilled  this 
office  for  three  consecutive  terms.  He  is  now  a 
salesman  in  a general  store  in  this  place.  January 
3,  1807,  witnessed  his  marriage  to  Miss  Hattie  J . 
Cheatham,  daughter  of  John  L.  Cheatham,  circuit 
and  county  clerk  of  Dallas  County.  She  was  born 
in  Clark  County,  Ga. , on  May  27,  1844.  To  their 
married  life  have  been  born  ten  children:  Walter  C., 
Lewis  R.  (who  are  dead),  and  Edward  Lee,  John 
T. , Addie  Lou,  Ethel  M.,  Margaret  E. , Cornelia 
IL,  Charles  S.  and  Erskine  Liuzee,  now  living.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Harley  are  much  esteemed  members  of 
the  Old  School  Presbyterian  Church,  and  in  polities 
the  former  is  a strict  Democrat.  He  is  one  of  the 
enterprising  citizens  of  the  county,  as  well  as  an 
honorable  and  upright  gentleman. 

Virgil  S.  Harwell  has  devoted  his  life  to  the 
calling  of  a farmer,  and  to  say  that  he  has  been 
successful  is  but  very  mildly  stating  the  case 
indeed.  A Georgian,  born  in  Floyd  County  in 
1838,  he  is  the  fourth  of  nine  children  born  to  the 
marriage  of  Harbert  Harwell  and  Polly  Ann  Fane, 
who  were  bora  in  North  Carolina.  They  moved 
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to  Georgia  after  tlieir  marriage,  and  when  the  sub- 
ject of  this  sketch  was  a small  lad  they  settled 
in  Cherokee  County,  Ala.,  later  in  Itawamba 
County,  Miss.,  where  the  father  died  in  1873, 
aged  about  seventy-seven  years,  and  the  mother  in 
1 S 7 7.  Mr.  Harbert.  Harwell  was  a general  trader 
in  early  life,  but  was  also  engaged  in  the  mining 
business  in  Georgia  for  some  years,  he  having  dis- 
covered one  of  the  first  mines  in  the  State.  He 
was  of  Irish  descent,  and  in  his  early  manhood  was 
captain  of  a company  of  militia.  The  subject  of 
this  sketch  made  his  home  with  his  parents  until 
he  was  about  twenty  years  of  age,  then  came  to 
Clark  County,  Ark.,  and  in  July,  1801,  joined 
Company”  B,  Twelfth  Arkansas  Infantry  as  drum 
major,  but  was  injured  at  Columbus,  Ky. , and 
was  then  made  sutler  and  postmaster  for  the 
company  at  Port  Hudson.  He  was  then  paroled 
and  returned  to  his  father’s  home  in  Mississippi, 
where  he  organized  a company  of  volunteers,  of 
which  he  was  made  first  lieutenant,  and  served  in 
this  capacity”  until  the  close  of  the  war.  Shortly 
before  the  close  of  hostilities  he  was  married  to 
Mrs.  Mary”  Jackson,  a daughter  of  William  Carroll, 
and  after  the  war  he  settled  down  in  Mississippi 
until  1809,  at  which  time  he  came  to  Clark  County. 
Here  he  lost  his  estimable  wife  by  death  May  25, 
IS  70,  and  two  years  later  Emma,  a daughter  of 
Joel  and  Rebecca  East,  a sketch  of  whom  appears 
in  another  part  of  this  work,  became  his  wife.  She 
was  bom  in  Lawrence  District.  S.  C.,  and  by  her 
Mr.  Harwell  is  the  father  of  live  children,  two 
sorts  and  one  daughter  now  living.  Mr.  Harwell 
fanned  until  1871  at  which  time  he  opened  a mer- 
cantile establishment  in  Okolona,  which  was  in  exist- 
ence for  two  years.  He  has  farmed  ever  since  that 
time  with  the  exception  of  1877,  when  he  con- 
ducted a saw  and  grist-mill.  Sixtv  acres  of  his 
210-  acre  farm  are  under  cultivation,  and  in  his 
political  views  he  is  a Democrat.  He  and  wife 
are.  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
dm  latter  having  been  a member  from  childhood, 
and  Mr.  Harwell  has  been  class  leader  and  Sunday- 
school  superintendent. 

John  H ays  is  one  of  the  substantial  men  of 
< lark  County.  He  was  born  in  Lancaster  District, 
8.  C.,  January  11,  1843,  a son  of  Henry  and 
-Nancy  (Beaver)  Hays,  natives  of  Virginia  and 
North  Carolina,  respectively.  His  father  was  a 
•-on  of  Jesse  Hays,  a successful  farmer  and  a soldier 
in  the  V ar  of  1812.  He  died  in  Charleston,  S.  C., 
• • i ri 1 1 tr  that  war.  Henry  Hay  s was  born  April  17. 
1 ' ' 1 . and  while  still  a child  his  mother  moved  ty 
8outh  Carolina,  where  Henry  spent  his  boyhood 
'*hvs-  In  1855  he  moved  to  Tallapoosa  County, 


Ala.,  remaining  there  until  1858,  then  moving  to 
Calhoun  County,  Ark.,  where  he  remained  until 
1801.  when  he  moved  to  Ouachita  County”,  residing 
there  until  1882,  when  lie  made  his  home  with  his 
son,  our  subject,  and  died  in  1884.  During  his 
life  he  was  successfully  engaged  in  farming.  He 
was  a life-long  Democrat.  His  wife  died  January 
IS,  1800,  a worthy”  member  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  South,  as  was  her  husband,  both 
taking  an  active  interest  in  church  affairs.  Mr. 
Hays  afterward  married  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Baker, 
a widow  lady”.  There  were  born  to  his  first  mar- 
riage seven  children  (the  subject  of  this  sketch  be- 
ing the  sixth  in  order  of  birth),  three  of  whom  are 
now  living,  viz. : Daniel  (a  farmer  of  Bureau  County. 
Tex. ),  John  (the  subject  of  this  sketch)  and  Mary 
(now  the  wife  of  Rufus  C um mines,  a farmer  of 
Wichita  County,  Tex.).  Those  dead  are  Jesse 
(who  died  in  South  Carolina  in  his  nineteenth  year). 
Henry  (a  soldier  in  the  Confederate  army,  died 
during  the  late  war  at  Little  Rock),  William  (also 
a Confederate  soldier,  belonging  to  Col.  Gant's 
regiment,  died  in  New  Madrid)  and  Sarah  (died  in 
South  Carolina).  The  subject  of  this  sketch  spent 
his  school  days  in  Alabama  and  Calhoun  County, 
Ark.  In  June,  1861,  he  left  his  home,  friends  and 
: school,  and  cast  his  lot  with  the  Confederacy,  join- 
ing the  State  service.  In  1862  he  was  transferred 
to  Col.  Pleasant’s  regiment,  and  served  in  that 
regiment  until  1863,  when  he  was  transferred  to 
Trans-Mississippi  Corps  of  Engineers,  in  which  he 
| served  until  the  close  of  the  war.  While  in  the 
I ranks  he  was  engaged  in  the  battles  of  Prairie 
Grove,  Helena,  Poison.  Springs,  Marks  Mill,  and 
was  never  wounded,  although  he  had  his  clothes 
pierced  by  bullets  several  times.  At  the  close  of 
; the  war  he  returned  home  and  took  charge  of  his 
I father’s  affairs,  and  then  engaged  in  farmino-,  at 
! which  he  has  successfully  continued  ever  since. 

! He.  remained  in  Nevada  County,  that  part  cut  off 
from  Ouachita  County”,  until  December,  1879, 
when  he  moved  to  his  present  residence  in  Clark 
I County”.  His  farm,  which  is  one  of  the  best  in  the 
j county”,  consists  of  300  acres  of  land  in  Little  Mis- 
| souri  River  bottom,  and  liis  residence  is  on  an  ele- 
! vation  of  150  feet  above  the  farm.  In  1885  he 
formed  a partnership  with  W.  R.  Ross,  under  the 
linn  name  of  Ross  Hays,  and  they  continued  in 
business  until  the  first  of  the  year,  when  they” 
formed  a stock  company,  and  now  do  business  at 
Okolona,  and  sell  over  850,000  worth  of  goods  an- 
nually. In  February” . 1866.  he  was  married  to 
(Miss  Rebecca  Knight,  daughter  of  Thomas  Knight, 
born  in  'Tallapoosa  County,  Ala.,  in  1842.  This 
union  has  resulted  in  the  birth  of  nine  children. 
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eight  of  whom  arestill  living,  viz.:  Nancy  R.  (wife 
of  l)r.  T.  H.  Baird,  located  at  Washington,  Ark.  ). 
Thomas  H.  (in  store)  and  Jesse  L.,  William  O.. 
Robert  E..  John  R..  Mary  S.  and  Simeon  C.  (at 
home).  Adolphus  E.  died  in  infancy.  Mr.  Hays 
is  a member  of  .the  Protestant  Methodist  Church, 
is  a Mason  and  a K.  of  P.  In  his  political  views 
he  affiliates  with  the  Democratic  party,  and  is  one 
of  the  prominent  men  of  his  county.  His  success 
in  life  is  due  entirely  to  his  own  efforts — the  result 
of  industry  and  ability. 

Judge  Rufus  D.  Hearn  is  the  circuit  judge  of 
the  Eighth  Judicial  Circuit,  and  was  elected  to  this 
position  in  18S0.  He  was  born  in  Sumner  County, 
Tenn.,  March  20,  1842,  and  is  a son  of  William  E. 
and  Ellen  (Johnston)  Hearn,  who  were  born,  reared 
and  spent  their  lives  in  Tennessee.  To  them  a 
family  of  four  children  were  born,  of  whom  the  sub- 
ject of  this  sketch  is  the  only  survivor.  He  was  ed- 
ucated in  the  common  schools  of  his  native  State, 
and  at  an  early  day  began  the  study  of  law,  and  in 
1873  was  admitted  to  the  Arkadelphia  bar.  He  had 
come  .to  this  county  in  1859,  when  in  his  youth,  but 
after  his  admission  to  the  bar  he  taught  school  for 
several  terms,  using  the  means  thus  secured  to 
further  his  legal  studies.  Upon  the  bursting  of  the 
war  cloud,  which  had  been  hovering  over  the  country 
for  so  long,  Mr.  Hearn,  in  1861,  enlisted  in  the  Clark 
County  Light  Artillery,  and  served  until  the  final 
surrender,  being  with  Jefferson  Davis  at  W ashing- 
ton,  Ga.  He  was  wounded  at  Pigeon  River,  Tenn. 
by  a pistol  shot,  in  Longstreet's  campaign  against 
Knoxville.  He  was  taken  prisoner,  but  made  his 
escape  at  Knoxville,  and  once  before  made  his  es- 
cape when  taken  prisoner  at  Shelbyville,  Tenn. 
Upon  his  return  home,  after  the  close  of  the  war,  he 
was  utterly  destitute  of  means,  and  immediately  be- 
gan looking  about  to  find  something  to  do,  and 
soon  after  secured  employment.  He  continued 
bis  practice  of  law  at  Arkadelphia,  and  in  1878 
was  elected  prosecuting  attorney  for  the  Eighth 
Judicial  District,  a position  he  . filled  with  ability 
for  six  years.  From  1886  up  to  the  present  time 
he  has  tilled  his  present  position  by  re-election, 
and  has  made  one  of  the  most  faithful  and  efficient 
officers  the  county  has  ever  had.  To  his  excellent 
natural  abilities  have  been  added  the  wisdom  and 
experience  of  a useful  and  well  spent  life,  and  his 
career  may  well  be  emulated  by  the  rising  genera- 
tion. He  and  wife,  whom  he  married  in  1875.  and 
whose  maiden  name  was  Bettie  E.  Hearn,  are  worthy 
and  consistent  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  South.  Their  union  has  been  blyssed 
in  the  birth  of  two  interesting  children:  Wilfred 
and  Sallie. 


E.  H.  Hill,  farmer  and  stock-raiser,  Amity,  Avk. 
Among  the  many  estimable  citizens  of  Clark  County 
, who  have  been  unusually  successful  in  their  differ- 
ent callings  stands  the  name  of  E.  II.  Hill,  who  is 
i one  of  the  progressive  and  substantial  farmers  of 
his  community.  He  was  born  in  Georgia  in  1831. 

: and  his  father.  E.  S.  Hill,  who  was  of  Irish  de- 
; scent,  was  also  a native  of  that  State.  The  mother 
was  of  Scotch  and  English  extraction.  E.  H. 
Hill  was  reared  in  his  native  State,  received  a mod- 
! erate  education,  and  at  the  age  of  seventeen  Years 
came  to  Arkansas,  where  he  started  out  for  him- 
self in  1858  by  farming.  This  he  has  followed 
successfully  ever  since,  and  is  now  the  owner  of 
315  acres  of  land,  which  produces  about  one  half 
bale  of  cotton  to  the  acre.  He  raises  small  fruit 
and  vegetables,  and  is  very  comfortably  fixed  in- 
deed. In  1861  lie  enlisted  in  McCullough's  bri- 
gade, Company  E.  and  his  first  engagement  was  at 
Eikhorn.  Soon  after  this  he  was  taken  sick,  and 
! after  recovering  was  sent  to  the  Trans-Mississippi 
Department,  and  was  in  Gen.  Price’s  raid  through 
Missouri.  He  participated  in  many  battles  and 
, skirmishes,  but  was  never  wounded  nor  captured. 

1 He  surrendered  at  Washington.  Hempstead  County. 
After  the  war  Mr.  Hill  resumed  farming,  which  he 
followed  for  nine  years,  and  then  went  to  the  Lone 
Star  State  (Johnston  County),  near  the  present  site 
of  Cleburne,  whero  he  remained  four  years.  He 
then  removed  to  Arkansas,  and  settled  on  his  pres- 
ent property.  He  is  a single  gentleman,  and  his 
: sister  “ keeps  house”  for  him.  Mr.  Hill  is  one  of 
1 the  leading  Democrats  of  that  locality,  and  contrib- 
utes freely  to  all  public  enterprises. 

R.  W.  Huie  is  the  president  of  the  Citizens' 
Bank  of  Arkadelphia,  Ark.,  which  was  organized 
in  August,  1889,  with  a capital  stock  of  $50,900.  R. 

: W.  Huie  being  chosen  president,  Dr.  J.  R.  Dale, 
vice-president.  C.  E.  Neeley,  secretary  and  cashier, 
they  being  also  the  directors  of  the  bank.  It  is 
| now  established  on  a paying  basis,  making  loans  at 
ten  per  cent  interest.  Mr.  Huie  was  born  in  Scott 
; County,  Ark.,  in  1845,  being  a son  of  B.  I),  and  T. 

J.  (Eastes)  Huie,  natives  of  Tennessee  and  Arkan- 
; sas,  respectively.  The  father  first  moved  from  his 
native  State  to  Illinois,  thence  to  Arkansas  about 
1842  and  located  in  Sebastian  County,  near  Fort 
Smith,  but  after  a time  moved  to  Scott  County. 
In  1862  Ire  took  up  his  abode  iu  Clark  County  and 
here  has  since  resided,  with  the  exception  of  a short 
time  spent  at  his  old  home.  He  is  a tanner  bv 
trade,  but  since  the  war  he  has  been  in  the  mill  and 
ginning  business.  R.  W.  Huie  is  the  eldest  of 
i seven  children,  five  now  living,  and  he  was  reared 
i in  Scott  County,  Ark.,  and  there  obtained  a fair 
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education  in  the  common  schools.  He  Avas  brought 
up  in  his  father's  tannery,  but  also  had  charge  of 
and  ran  the  farm  and  became  thoroughly  versed  in 
the  details  of  both  enterprises.  In  1863  he  en- 
listed in  Company  A.  Tenth  Arkansas  Cavalry,  and 
served  until  the  final  surrender,  being  bugler  of 
his  regiment  the  greater  portion  of  the  time.  Af- 
ter the  war  Avas  over  he  returned  to  Clark  County 
and  for  three  months  was  engaged  in  teaching  a 
little  country  school,  and  with  the  money  thus 
earned  he  invested  in  cotton  cards  as  a traffic,  and 
thus  securing  means,  assisted  in  removing  his 
father  back  to  his  former  home  in  Scott  County, 
eoing  in  advance,  repairing  the  place  and  putting 
in  a crop  of  wheat.  In  the  spring  of  the  same  year 
he  returned  to  Arkadelpliia  and  secured  employ- 
ment, in  the  mercantile  establishment  belonging  to 
George  W.  Reed,  with  whom  he  remained  for  about 
two  years,  after  which  he  purchased  a small  inter- 
est in  the  establishment,  and  continued  thus  as- 
sociated from  1S66  to  1871.  The  mercantile  es- 
tablishment of  Locke,  Huie  & Moles  was  then 
established  and  continued  for  two  years,  after  which 
the  other  two  partners  purchased  Mr.  Moles'  inter- 
est aud  the  firm  became  Huie  A Locke.  Shortly 
after  Mr.  Huie  sold  out  to  Weber  Brothers  and  ac- 
cepted a position  with  Air.  Cohn  as  book-keeper, 
but  in  two  years'  time  the  mercantile  firm  of  Huie 
A Locke  Bros,  was  formed,  and  for  three  years  did 
an  excellent  business.  Mr.  Huie  at  this  time  pur- 
chased the  entire  establishment  and  successfully 
conducted  affairs  alone  until  1885.  when  he  took  in 
R.  H.  F cat  her  son  as  a partner,  the  style  of  the  firm 
being  R.  W.  Huie  A Co.  until  January  1,  1890, 
at  which  time  Mr.  Huie  sold  out  to  his  partner, 
having  accepted  his  present  position  the  previous 
August.  In  1880  he  organized  the  Arkadelpliia 
Lumber  Co.,  and  assisted  in  the  organization  of  the 
1 Hiiua  Thule  Railroad,  and  was  made  president  of 
both  these  enterprises,  continuing  until  November 
8,  1888,  when  it  was  sold  out  to  St.  Louis  Refrig- 
erator A Wooden  Gutter  Co.,  Mr.  Huie  retaining 
the  same  stock  and  interest  as  on  its  organization, 
lie  has  a large  mercantile  establishment  at  Hot 
•Springs,  the  firm  name  being  R.  W,  Huie  A Co., 
and  it  may  be  truly  said  that  be  has  identified  liim- 
self  with  almost  every  worthy  enterprise  of  Clark 
County,  and  at  present  is  the  owner  of  a large 
amount  of  real  estate.  He  has  been  in  every  re- 
spect a self-made  man,  for  he  started  in  life  a poor 
boy,  but  is  now  enjoying  the  fruits  of  bis  early  in- 
dustry and  self  denial.  Socially  be  is  a member 
"f  the  Masonic  fraternity  aud  the  K.  of  H. , and  for 
two  years  has  served  as  mayor  of  Arkadelpliia* 
lb>  was  married  in  1869  to  .Miss  Ella  V.  Locke,  by 
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whom  he  has  six  children:  Dona.  Sntah,  Robert 

H. , William  L..  Sadie  V.  and  Anna  M.  One  child 
is  deceased.  The  family  attend  the  Methodist, 
Episcopal  Church,  South,  of  which  Mr.  and  Airs. 
Huie  are  members. 

John  G.  Jordon,  postmaster,  Hollywood,  Ark. 
Air.  Jordon  owes  his  nativity  to  Alabama,  his  birth 
occurring  in  Chambers  County  on  the  13th  of  May. 
1848.  aud  is  the  son  of  Uriah  and  Catherine  (Alay- 
nerd)  Jordon,  the  father  a native  of  South  Caro- 
lina, born  in  1802,  and  a farmer  by  occupation. 
The  elder  Jordon  was  married  to  Afiss  Alayuerd  in 
Alabama,  in  1826,  and  of  the  eight  children  born 
to  this  union  three  are  now  living.  The  father 
Avas  a member  of  the  Alasonic  fraternity,  and  a 
much  esteemed  citizen  wherever  his  lot  was  cast. 
He  emigrated  from  Alabama  to  Arkansas  in  IS 55, 
settled  in  Clark  County,  and  there  received  his 
final  summons  on  the  11th  of  May.  1876.  The 
mother  died  in  August,  1864.  Both  Avere  mem- 
bers of  the  Baptist  Church.  On  the  2d  of  De 
cember,  1888,  John  G.  Jordon  was  united  in  mar- 
riage to  Aliss  Addie  Ellis,  who  was  born  in  Wilson 
County,  Tenn..  in  1857.  She  came  Avith  her  par- 
ents to  Clark  County.  Ark.,  a number  of  years 
later,  and  this  State  has  since  been  her  home.  Air. 
Jordon  is  a member  of  the  Afasonic  fraternity,  and 
is  secretary  of  his  lodge.  He  avbs  appointed  post- 
master of  Hollywood  in  May,  1874,  and  so  well 
did  he  till  this  position,  and  so  evident  was  the 
satisfaction,  that  he  Avas  re-elected  in  1SSS.  In 
his  political  views  he  affiliates  with  t lie  Democratic 
party,  and  is  a man  who  takes  a decided  interest 
in  all  public  enterprises.  He  is  a thorough  farmer, 
and  is  the  owner  of  160  acres  of  good  land.  Airs. 
Jordon  is  a-  member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church. 

Abraham  A.  Key  is  another  of  Clark  County's 
old  and  respected  citizens.  He  was  born  in  either 
Jasper  or  Butts  County,  Ga, , in  1825,  the  son  of 
Thomas  and  Sarah  (Jones')  Key,  both  natives  of 
Georgia.  His  father,  Thomas  Key,  was  born  in 
1793;  ho  Avas  married  in  Georgia  to  Aliss  Sarah 
Jones,  born  in  1791,  and  continued  to  reside  in 
this  State  until  1849,  when  they  removed  to 
Arkansas,  locating  in  Dallas  County,  Avhere  they 
both  died,  he  in  1857,  and  she  in  1868.  While  a 
young  man  ho  learned  the  millwright’s  trade,  at 
which  he  worked  until  he  came  to  Arkansas,  when 
he  turned  his  attention  to  farming,  and  accumu- 
lated a great  deal  of  property  before  his  death. 
He  Avas  a brother  of  Caleb  Key.  the  father  of 
Bishop  Key.  aud  Avas  of  English  descent.  He 
was  a soldier  in  the  War  of  1812,  aud  (he  exposure 
which  he  underwent  avus  so  severe  as  to  incapaci- 
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tate  him  for  farming,  hence  he  turned  his  atten- 
tion to  the  millwright's  trade.  Both  he  and  wife 
were  members  of  the  Methodist  Church,  in  which 
they  took  an  active  part,  lie  serving  in  an  official 
capacity.  Socially  he  was  a Mason,  and  politically 
a Whig.  There  were  born  to  their  marriage  ton 
children,  the  subject  of  this  sketch  being  the 
seventh  child.  When  a young  man  he  learned  the 
millwright’s  trade  from  his  father,  and  worked  at 
this  trade  until  1855,  when  he  commenced  the 
study  of  medicine.  In  1855—50  and  1850-57  he 
attended  medical  college  at  Memphis,  Term.,  from 
which  he  was  graduated.  In  1850  he  commenced 
the  practice  of  medicine  at  Rome,  Clark  County, 
Ark.,  and  two  years  later  moved  to  Columbia 
County,  where  he  remained  for  two  years,  when  he 
returned  to  Clark  County  and  operated  a mill 
during  the  war,  taking  up  the  practice  of  medicine 
again  in  1800.  Then  he  again  engaged  in  the  mill 
business  until  1872,  next  engaged  in  farming  until 
1870,  and  then  resumed  the  practice  of  his  profes- 
sion in  Prescott,  Nevada  County,  for  two  years, 
when  he  again  entered  into  the  mill  business  at 
South  Fork,  Clark  County,  continuing  for  one 
year,  and  then  again  resuming  the  practice  of 
medicine  at  Prescott.  In  1882  he  came  to  Gurdon 
and  embarked  in  the  mercantile  business  until  1SS9, 
when  he  retired  from  active  business  life.  Dur- 
ing his  years  of  active  life  he  has  accumulated 
considerable  valuable  property  in  Gurdon  and 
farming  property  near  Okolona.  February  13, 
1845,  he  married  Miss  Margaret  Smith,  daughter 
of  Samuel  and  Mary  Smith,  of  Jasper  County, 
Ga. , who  bore  him  two  children,  and  died  in  1849. 
The  children  are  R.  B.  F. , now  engaged  in  the 
mill  business  in  this  county,  and  Mary  A.  E.,  who 
married  J.  I.  Applegate,  a teacher  of  this  county, 
and  has  since  died.  Mr.  Key  took  a second  wife 
June  27,  1850,  wedding  Miss  Martha  G.  Huff, 
daughter  of  Daniel  and  MollieHuff,  born  July  18, 
1831.  by  whom  ho  had  nine  children,  five  of  whom 
are  now  living,  viz.:  Thomas  D.  II..  a farmer  of 
this  county:  Julia  I’.,  the  wife  of  J.  C.  Barnard, 
a miller  and  merchant  now  retired;  Martha  G., 
wife  of  J.  T.  Barnard,  a farmer  of  this  county, 
Demaris  Louisa  Adams,  wife  of  C.  E.  Miller, 
a miller  of  this  county;  and  A.  F. , a merchant  of 
Gurdon.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Key  are  both  members  of 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  South,  of  which 
Mr.  Key  is  steward.  He  has  been  a Mason  for 
forty-three  years,  and  has  taken  the  order  of 
priesthood,  and  has  represented  Ins  lodge  in  the 
grand  lodge  of  the  State  many  times  from  1850  up 
to  the  present.  In  politics  he  is  Independent. 
Tie  was  a \\  hig  formerly,  as  long  as  that  party 


1 lasted,  then  a Democrat  until  that  party  deserted 
its  principles;  and  he  now  votes  for  the  best  man 
; irrespective  of  party.  During  the  war  he  was 
elected,  without  his  consent,  justice  of  the  peace, 
and  served  two  terms. 

Samuel  T.  Ivirkham  for  many  years  has  de- 
voted his  attention  to  farming  and  blacksmithing. 
and  of  both  these  callings  he  is  a thorough  master. 

; Born  in  Pike  County,  Ark.,  in  1847,  he  is  a son  of 
Hon.  James  II.  and  Elizabeth  (Kelly)  Kirkham, 
the  former  born  in  Madison  County,  Yt. , in  1780, 
and  the  latter  in  I’ ike  County,  Ark.  "When  the 
| father  was  about  six  years  of  age  his  parents  were 
drowned  while  sleigh  riding  on  Lake  Champlain, 
on  the  ice,  and  from  that  time  until  he  was  fifteen 
years  of  age  he  made  his  home  with  his  uncle, 
Oron  Field,  at  which  time  he  became  a sailor,  a 
calling  he  followed  for  some  fifteen  years  in  dif- 
ferent capacities,  visiting  in  the  meantime  nearly 
every  civilized  country  on  the  globe.  He  met  with 
many  thrilling  experiences,  and.  like  all  sailors  who 
begin  at  the  foot  of  the  ladder,  experienced  many 
: hardships.  At  one  time  a storm  drove  his  vessel 
out  of  the  direct  track  of  ships,  and  for  nino  months 
he  was  lost  on  an  open  sea.  After  abandoning 
this  calling,  he  traveled  in  different  parts  of  the 
United  States,  and  for  quite  a number  of  years  he 
taught  school.  When  Arkansas  was  yet  a Territorv. 
he  came  thither,  and  at  about  the  age  of  fortv 
years  he  was  married  here,  and  settled  in  what  is 
now  Pike  County,  where  he  spent  the  rest  of  his 
life,  his  death  occurring  on  March  10,  1870.  He 
was  the  ffrst  sheriff  of  Pike  County,  and  performed 
the  first  and  only  civil  execution  in  that  county. 
In  1 800-0 1 he  was  a member  of  the  General  As- 
sembly of  the  State  from  Pike  County,  held  the 
office  of  justice  of  the  peace  a number  of  years,  and 
was  a prominent,  active  and  well  esteemed  citizen. 
He  was  first  a Whig  in  politics,  later  a Republican, 
and  was  an  active  worker  for  his  party.  He  was  a 
member  of  many  years’  standing  of  the  Christian 
Church,  and  inherited  Scotch  blood  from  his 
father,  although  the  latter  was  born  in  Vermont, 
his  name  being  Kirkum,  which  was  changed  by 
James  H.  to  Kirkham.  The  maternal  grandfather. 
Rev.  William  Kelly,  was  born  in  Illinois,  but  at  an 
early  day  came  to  what  is  now  Pike  Countv,  Ark., 
and  here  died  in  1874.  He  was  an  M.  D.  of  ihe 
Botanic  School,  of  high  standing  with  tire  profes- 
sion, a member  of  the  Christian  Church  for  raauv 
years,  and  at  one  time  during  the  early  historv  of 
the  State  he  filled  the  office  of  county  and  probate 
judge.  He  was  of  Irish  descent,  and  in  this  countv 
his  wife  passed  from  life  in  1850.  The  mother  of 
the  subject  of  this  sketch  was  a pious  and  refined 
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jadv,  a worthy  member  of  the  Christian  Church, 
who  died  in  1874,  having  borne  a family  of  eleven  J 
children,  Samuel  T.  being  the  only  one  now  living  , 
in  Clark  County.  He  became  familiar  with  farm  ' 
life  in  his  boyhood,  but  the  most  of  his  education 
he  received  was  obtained  at  homo.  He  served  for 
about  three  weeks  in  Capt.  Preston’s  company  of 
cavalry,  after  which  he  returned  home  and  here  re- 
mained. In  i860  he  settled  on  his  present  farm, 
which  was  then  heavily  covered  with  timber,  and 
now  has  90  acres  of  his  1‘22-acre  farm  under  cul- 
tivation. He  is  a conservative  Republican  in  his 
political  views,  and  is  an  elder  in  the  Christian 
Church,  of  which  his  wife  and  family  are  also  mem- 
bers. He  was  married  October  1 2,1 805, to  Miss  Eliza, 
daughter  of  J.  Q.  and  Lucy  Trout,  who  were  born 
in  South  Carolina  and  Alabama,  respectively, 
their  marriage  taking  place  in  the  latter  State. 
They  came  to  Clark  County.  Ark.,  in  i860,  and  are 
here  still  living,  both  being  members  of  the  Mis- 
sionary Baptist  Church.  Airs.  Kirkham  was  born 
in  Alabama,  and  has  borne  Mr.  Kirkham  live  chil- 
dren, one  son  and  three  daughters  now  living. 

A.  C.  AIcAdams,  druggist,  opened  his  present 
establishment  in  March,  1889',  in  Arkadelphia, 
Ark.,  and  his  name  has  already  given  strength  and 
importance  to  the  town  as  a trade  center.  He  was 
horn  near  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  January  1,  1800,  and 
is  a son  of  O.  P.  and  Mary  E.  (Boulware)  AIc- 
Adams, who  were  also  natives  of  the  “Buckeye 
State,”  the  former  a successful  mechanic  by  trade, 
j Both  parents  are  now  deceased.  The  maternal 

j grandmother  lived  near  Bethel,  Ohio,  where  Gen. 

j Grant  established  his  first  tannery.  A.  C.  AIc- 

j Adams  was  educated  in  the  common  schools  of 

| Williamsburg,  Ohio,  and  had  quite  a hard  time  to 

| secure  even  these  advantages.  By  hard  work  he 

• managed  to  save  enough  to  enable  him  to  obtain  a 

good  education,  and  after  becoming  sufficiently 
fitted,  he  taught  school  in  the  same  building  he 
attended  school,  this  calling  receiving  his  attention 
for  two  years.  He  spent  the  following  year  at  work 
in  Cincinnati,  but  in  the  winter  of  1888  he  came  to 
Arkadelphia,  Ark.,  and  clerked  in  a drug  store  for 
five  years,  after  which  he  opened  his  present  estab- 
j hshment,  and  has  since  been  in  business  on  his 
own  account.  He  carries  an  excellent  stock  of 
| drugs,  in  fact,  everything  that  is  generally  kept  in 

a good  drugstore,  and  may  be  relied  upon  in  put- 
! bug  up  prescriptions  with  the  greatest  accuracy. 

He  is  progressive  in  his  views,  and  has  taken  a 
de.-p  interest  in  the  welfare  of  his  adopted  county,  i 
doing  nil  in  his  power  to  further  worthy  enter - 
i-nsos.  After  moving  here  lie  returned  to  hjs  former 
konu)  in  Ohio,  and  was  there  married  to  AJiss  Olive 


AT.  Gould,  a native  of  the  “Blue  Grass  State.” 
He  and  wife  are  earnest  church  members,  and  he 
is  a member  of  the  K.  of  P.  lodge. 

William  J.  AIcAlpin.  AI.  D. , a prominent  mem- 
ber of  the  medical  fraternity  of  Clark  County,  was 
born  in  AIcNairy  County,  Tenn.,  Alarcli  19,  1830, 
a son  of  John  A.  and  Lucinda  (Raines)  AIcAlpin, 
natives  of  Tennessee,  the  former  dying  in  AIcNairy 
County  in  1862,  at  the  age  of  fifty-eight  years,  and 
the  latter  in  AIcNairy  County,  Tenn.,  in  1869,  at 
the  age  of  fifty-four.  They  were  married,  lived 
and  died  in.  Tennessee.  The  father  was  a farmer 
in  that  State,  and  as  such  was  very  successful. 
Both  were  members  of  the  Cumberland  Presbyterian 
Church,  in  which  Air.  AIcAlpin  was  a deacon  for 
! many  years.  Politically  he  was  a Whig,  and 
served  as  justice  of  the  peace  for  many  years.  The 
family  are  of  Scotck-Ivisk  descent.  The  Raines 
family  is  an  old  family  of  Tennessee.  There 
were  born  to  the  marriage  of  John  A.  AIcAlpin  and 
Lucinda  Raines,  a family  of  ten  children,  three 
i now  living,  the  subject  of  this  sketch  being  the 
fourth  child.  Our  subject  was  reared  and  schooled 
; in  his  native  county,  attending  the  common-schools 
' of  his  neighborhood.  At  the  age  of  twenty  years 
| he  started  in  life  for  himself  as  a farmer,  and  one 
i year  later  commenced  the  study  of  medicine  with 
i Dr.  Ephraim  Thompson,  of  AIcNairy  County,  as  his 
preceptor,  and  after  three  years  entered  upon  the 
practice  of  his  chosen  profession.  At  the  breaking 
out  of  the  war  he  joined  Company  G,  of  a mixed 
regiment,  made  up  in  Tennessee,  Alississippi  and 
Alabama,  under  the  command  of  Col.  Baker,  going 
out  as  hrst  lieutenant.  This  regiment  was  after- 
ward reorganized,  and  he  was  then  transferred  to 
Col.  AY.  A.  Quarles'  regiment  as  captain  of  Com- 
pany A.  Daring  his  service  in  the  mixed  regi- 
ment he  was  offered  the  appointment  of  assistant 
surgeon,  but  refused  all  such  offers.  In  the  fall 
of  1862  he  received  the  appointment  of  conscript 
officer,  stationed  at  Port  Hudson,  in  which  capac- 
ity he  served  until  the  close  of  the  war.  A V bile  in 
rank  he  was  at  the  bombardment  of  Island  No.  10, 
where  he  was  taken  prisoner  and  retained  as  such 
about  six  months,  first  at  Camp  Chase.  Ohio,  and 
then  at  Johnson’s  Island.  Immediately  after  his 
release  he  returned  to  AIcNairy  County,  Term.,  and 
resumed  the  practice  of  his  profession  until  1871. 
and  then  came  to  Clark  County,  and  in  1876  located 
at  Gurdon,  where  he  has  since  built  up  an  exten- 
sive practice.  In  1882  he  engaged  in  the  drug 
business  with  J.  H.  Cooper,  and  Dr.  AY.  B.  Banter 
as  partners,  and  continued  one  year,  when  Dr.  A. 
B.  Aioore  bought  out  the  partners  and  he  and  Dr. 
AIcAlpin  have  since  been  in  partnership  in  this 
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business,  as  well  as  in  the  practice  of  medicine. 
Dr.  McAlpin  Owns  a good  farm  near  Gordon,  and 
has  always  had  farming  done;  he  owns  other  land 
also,  about  800  acres  in  all.  Since  he  has  been  in 
partnership  with  Dr.  Moore  they  have  been  burnt 
out  twice;  they  have  recently  erected  a handsome 
brick  building,  24x00,  and  will  soon  put  in  a new 
stock  of  drugs,  paints,  etc.,  and  everything  sold  in 
a first-class  drug  store.  In  1850  Dr.  McAlpin  was 
married  to  Miss  Martha  Jane  Reynolds,  daughter 
of  William  Reynolds,  of  McNair)  County,  Tenn., 
and  by  this  union  had  a family  of  eight  children, 
six  of  whom  are  still  living,  viz:  Mary  E.  (wife  of 
John  13.  Randle,  a merchant  of  this  place),  Lu- 
cinda Susan  (wife  of  Miles  Daniels,  a farmer  of 
this  county),  Donie  Victoria  (wife  of  E.  A.  Whit- 
more (mei'chant  of  Gurdon,  in  partnership  with  A. 
W.  Newton),  John  T.  (is  a farmer  of  this  county) 
and  W.  A.  and  Maud  Magdaline  at  home.  Both 
Dr.  and  Mrs.  McAlpin  are  members  of  the  Mis- 
sionary Baptist  Church.  lu  secret  societies  Dr. 
McAlpin  belongs  to  the  K.  of  H.  and  the  Masonic 
order.  Politically  he  is  a thorough  Democrat, 
never  having  voted  a mixed  ticket  in  his  life.  Ho 
is  one  of  Gordon’s  best  citizens. 

J.  A.  MeCallum,  M.  D.,  has  been  an  active 
medical  practitioner  of  Clark  County,  Ark. , since 
1865,  and  is  well  known  to  the  people  of  this 
vicinity  as  a physician  of  merit  and  ability.  He 
was  born  in  Robeson  County,  N.  C. . December  9. 
1835,  being  a son  of  Edward  and  Effie  (McLean) 
MeCallum,  who  were  also  born  in  the  •'Old  North 
State”  and  emigrated  to  Arkansas  in  ISO],  lo- 
cating in  Clark  County,  near  Okolona,  but  both 
died  in  Arkadelphia.  the  former  having  been  a 
farmer  throughout  life.  Dr.  MeCallum  was  reared 
in  his  native  State  and  in  his  youth  received  the 
advantages  of  both  the  common  and  classic  schools 
near  his  home.  At  an  early  age  he  formed  the 
resolution  to  make  the  study  of  medicine  a pro- 
fession, and  after  becoming  sufficiently  prepared 
at  the  medical  department  of  the  University  of 
Pennsylvania,  he  entered  upon  his  practice,  con- 
tinuing until  1873,  when  he  entered  Bellevue  Hos- 
pital Medical  College  of  New  York  City,  and  gradu- 
ated. He  has  built  up  an  exceptionally  tine 
practice  and  is  one  of  the  leading  physicians  and 
surgeons  of  this  section  of  the  country,  his  practice 
being  among  the  very  best  class  of  people.  In 
186.1 . at  the  opening  of  the  Rebellion,  he  joined  the 
Second  Arkansas  Mounted  Rifles,  and  served  the 
cause  he  espoused  very  faithfully  until  the  close 
of  the  war,  holding,  at  the  time  of  his  discharge, 
a commission  as  first  lieutenant.  He  also  served 
a part  of  tins  time  as  assistant  surgeon.  He  was 


! at  one  time  captured  near  Richmond,  Ky.  He 
was  married  in  the  month  of  May,  1870,  to  Miss 
' Anna  H.  Humphries,  a most  estimable  and  ac- 
complished lady,  by  whom  lie  has  a family  of  six 
i children:  Joan,  Effie,  Anna,  Lizzie  M. , Lillie 

and  John  E. 

E.  G.  McDonald.  Connected  with  the  history 
of  the  collections  in  this  county  since  1883  no 
name  is  better  known  than  that  of  Mr.  McDonald, 
for  he  has  filled  the  position  of  deputy  in  all  the 
county  offices,  and  is  the  present  efficient  deputy 
collector.  He  was  born  in  Marion  County.  S.  C.. 
in  May.  .1852.  and  is  a son  of  D.  J.  and  Caroline 
(Crawford)  McDonald,  who  were  also  born  in  the 
"Palmetto  State.”  emigrating  in  1859  to  the 
State  of  Arkansas  and  locating  in  Clark  County, 
where  the  father  is  still  residing.  The  mother 
passed  to  her  long  home  in  1884.  The  subject  of 
this  sketch  was  about  eight  years  of  age  when 
brought  to  this  State,  and  here  he  was  reared  to 
manhood  and  received  his  educational  advantages. 
He  first  attended  the  common  country  schools  near 
his  father’s  home,  and  completed  his  education  in 
the  Washington  Lee  University  of  Virginia,  re- 
ceiving the  degree  of  E.  L.  upon  graduating. 
Being  imbued  with  a desire  to  make  law  a pro- 
fession he  began  bis  legal  studies,  and  after  a 
thorough  preparation  was  admitted  to  the  Arka- 
delphia bar  in  1873,  and  in  connection  with  his 
practice  tilled  the  soil  for  some  time.  In  1883  he 
was  appointed  deputy  county  collector,  and  is  one 
of  the  most  capable,  efficient  and  faithful  officials 
the  county  has  ever  had.  He  is  a member  of  the 
K.  of  I3.,  is  the  eldest  of  his  father’s  family,  and 
is  a bachelor. 

Smiley  McGill  was  born  in  Marlboro  District, 
S.  C..  December  22,  1829,  and  was  a son  of  Archi- 
bald C.  and  Catherine  (MeCallum)  McGill,  who 
were  born  in  Scotland  July  4,  1800,  and  Robeson 
County,  N.  C.,  respectively.  Mr.  McGill,  the 
father  of  S.  McGill,  came  with  his  widowed  moth- 
er to  the  United  States  and  settled  in  Richmond 
County,  N.  C. , but  after  his  mother’s  death,  which 
occurred  in  that  State,  he  spent,  the  rest  of  his  life 
in  South  Carolina,  where  he  died  in  1852,  having 
been  a farmer  by  occupation,  and  an  elder  in  the 
Presbyterian  Church.  The  grandfather,  Archi- 
bald MeCallum,  was  in  all  probability  born  in 
North  Carolina,  and  all  his  life  was  spent  in  Rob- 
eson County  of  that  State.  Smiley  McGill,  the 
third  of  eight  children,  was  reared  on  a farm,  re- 
ceived a good  classical  education  in  the  East,  and 
after  leaving  school  followed  the  occupation  of 
teaching  for  twelve  or  fifteen  years.  His  next  pur- 
suit was  in  the  mercantile  line,  and  for  two  or 
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throe  years,  or  until  1861,  when  he  came  to  Clark 
County,  Ark.,  this  continued  to  receive  his  atten- 
tion. Soon  after  his  arrival  in  this  State  he  joined 
the  First  Battalion  of  Arkansas  Infantry,  but  in 
1S03  was  discharged  on  account  of  disability  and 
came  home.  After  recovering  his  wonted  health 
lie,  in  1 SOT,  joined  Steele's  Company,  Grimstead's 
Regiment,  and  served  until  the  close  of  the  war  in 
Arkansas  and  Louisiana,  and  received  his  discharge 
in  Minder)  of  the  latter  State.  In  I860  he  began 
fanning,  and  the  following  year  he  settled  on  the 
farm  on  which  he  is  now  residing,  but  it  was  then 
in  a very  wild  and  unimproved  condition.  He 
now  has  250  of  liis  300  acres  under  cultivation, 
which  desirable  condition  of  affairs  has  come  to 
pass  through  the  energy  and  enterprise  which  have 
ever  characterized  Mr.  McGill’s  efforts.  He  is  a 
Democrat,  politically,  is  a member  of  the  Masonic 
fraternity,  and  he  and  wife  are  members  of  the 
Presbyterian  Church,  and  have  been  so  for  many 
years.  Mrs.  McGill  was  born  in  North  Carolina, 
her  marriage  taking  place  in  1871,  and  her  maiden 
name  was  Maggie  S.  Williamson,  a daughter  of 
Rev.  Samuel  and  Jane  C.  Williamson.  The  for- 
mer was  born  in  York  District,  S.  C.,  but  in  1856 
came  to  Hempstead  County.  Ark.,  from  North 
Carolina,  and  died  here  in  1SS1,  his  wife  having 
died  the  previous  year.  He  was  an  able  di- 
vine, and  followed  the  calling  of  a Presbyterian 
minister  for  fifty  years.  He  graduated  from  the 
South  Carolina  University  at  Columbia,  and  was 
afterward  president  of  Davidson  College  for  a 
period  of  fifteen  years.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  McGill  are 
the  parents  of  a son,  Samuel  A.,  their  only  child. 

S.  R.  McNutt  is  a prominent  cotton-dealer  of 
Southern  Arkansas,  and  is  well  known  throughout 
Clark  County  as  one  of  her  enterprising  and  lead- 
ing citizens.  He  was  born  in  Carroll  County, 
Miss..  January  IS,  1853,  and  is  a son  of  William 
and  Nancy  J.  (Peery)  McNutt,  he  being  a Tennes- 
seean and  she  being  a Mississippian.  He  removed 
to  Mississippi  at  an  early  day,  and  there  made  his 
home  until  1865,  when  he  came  to  Arkansas  and 
located  twelve  miles  west  of  Arkadelphia,  in  Clark 
County.  Here  the  father  died  in  July.  1SS8,  but 
the  mother  still  survives  him.  Four  of  their  seven 
children  are  now  living:  S.  R..  J.  L. , Robert  and 
Pinie.  S.  R.  McNutt,  who  was  twelve  years  of  age 
at  the  time  of  his  arrival  in  Arkansas,  grew  to 
manhood  in  this  locality,  but  received  quite  poor 
educational  advantages,  owing  to  the  fact  that  he 
was  the  eldest  of  the  family  and  their  living  de- 
pended mainly  upon  him,  as  his  father  was  an  in- 
valid. He  remained  faithfully  by  his  mother  until 
November,  1873,  when  he  came  to  Arkadelphia, 


and  after  clerking  for  a short  period,  began  pur- 
chasing hides,  at  which  he  made  a little  money. 
February  28,  187J,  he  opened  a grocery  establish- 
ment, with  a capital  stock  of  $650,  and  continued 
this  calling  for  a year  or  two,  being  successful  far 
beyond  his  expectations.  He  was  soon  able  to  in- 
crease his  stock  and  add  a line  of  general  merchan- 
dise, and  this  calling  is  receiving  his  attention  at 
the  present  time.  He  is  also  engaged  in  speculat- 
ing and  buying  cotton,  and  is  said  to  lie  the  best 
judge  and  most  successful  cotton  merchant  in 
Southern  Arkansas,  as  lie  is  one  of  its  very 
wealthiest  citizens.  He  is  liberal  in  his  dona- 
tions to  public  enterprises,  and  spends  his  money 
freely  in  aiding  the  poor  and  oppressed.  He  is 
president  of  the  Elkhorn  Bank,  and  the  principal 
stockholder,  and  is  one  of  the  founders  of  the  Arka- 
delpliia Cotton  Factory,  of  which  he  is  also  presi- 
dent. He  is  the  owner  of  a large  cattle  ranch  in 
Nebraska,  with  about  1.000  head  of  cattle  and  from 
thirty  to  forty  head  of  horses  on  the  same,  and  is 
an  extensive  real  estate  holder  in  Arkadelphia  and 
the  surrounding  country.  The  lessons  of  industry, 
frimal  habits  and  economy  which  lie  learned  while 
growing  up  he  has  never  forgotten,  and  they  have 
aided  him  in  accumulating  the  handsome  fortune 
which  he  now  enjoys,  and  which  he  has  so  honestly 
earned.  His  career  is  well  worthy  the  imitation  of 
the  young  men  of  to-day,  for  his  means  have  been 
secured  by  his  own  exertions,  and  the  reputation 
he  enjoys  as  a man  and  citizen  is  fully  deserved. 
He  was  married  in  September,  1877,  to  Miss  Naomi 
Othello  Young,  by  whom  he  has  two  children:  Liz- 
zie A.  and  William  Y.  His  wife  died  in  July,  1888. 
having  been  a devoted  member  of  the  Missionary 
Baptist  Church,  and  a faithful  and  affectionate 
wife  and  mother. 

Seaborn  B.  May,  planter,  Hollywood.  Ark.  Mr. 
May,  an  honored  aud  respected  resident  of  this 
county,  was  originally  from  Butts  County,  Ga., 
where  his  birth  occurred  on  the  lSthof  September. 
1822,  and  is  the  son  of  Nathaniel  and  Polly  (Grim- 
met)  May.  The  father  was  born  in  South  Carolina 
in  1800,  and  followed  agricultural  pursuits  all 
his  life.  He  emigrated  from  South  Carolina  to 
Georgia,  thence  to  Alabama,  and  from  that  State 
to  Arkansas  in  1854,  settling  in  Clark  County.  To 
his  marriage  were  born  nine  children — six  sons  and 
three  daughters — six  now  living:  Seaborn,  John, 

Thomas  L.,  Eliza  A.  (wife  of  John  Lee),  Mary  A. 
(wife  of  T.  Q.  McFadden)  and  Martha  A.  (wife  of 
William  Browning,  now  residing  in  California). 
The  father  of  these  children  was  a member  of  the 
Baptist  Church.  He  died  in  1883,  aud  the  mother 
in  1867.  She  was  a member  of  the  Methodist  Epis- 
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copal  Clmreh.  Seaborn  B.  May  was  married  to  Miss 
Susan  Dorman  on  December  17,  1844,  and  they 
became  the  parents  of  nine  children,  seven  now 
living:  James  M. , Martha  A.  (wife  of  William 

Skinner),  'Wiley  N. , William  L.,  Jonathan  L. , Sea- 
born B.  (deceased),  George  E.  and  Robert.  The 
mother  of  these  children  died  in  1869.  She  was 
an  excellent  woman,  and  a worthy  and  esteemed 
member  of  the  Baptist  Church.  Mr.  May  was  mar- 
ried to  his  second  wife,  Mrs.  Nancy  Moore,  on  the 
30th  of  September,  1869,  and  died  in  1887.  She 
was  a member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 
Mr.  May  was  married  to  his  present  wife,  Mrs. 
Lamanda  R.  McLendon,  on  the  27th  of  December, 
1888.  She  was  born  in  Putnam  County,  Ga.,  on 
the  4th  of  September,  1S27,  and  her  father,  Jacob 
McLendon,  and  her  mother,  whose  maiden  name 
was  Mary  A.  Riley,  were  both  natives  of  Georgia. 
Of  the  six  children  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  McLen- 
don, Mrs.  May  was  the  second  daughter,  and  three 
are  now  living:  Jacob  D. , Frances  S.  (wife  of 

James  Perry,  a farmer  living  in  this  county)  and 
Mrs.  May.  Her  father  emigrated  to  Mississippi 
from  Georgia  in  1844,  and  there  resided  until  his 
death,  in  1866.  The  mother  died  in  1859.  She 
was  a member  of  the  Baptist  Church.  Mr.  May 
participated  in  the  late  war,  enlisted  in  the  cavalry, 
under  Capt.  Reed,  and  was  in  the  battle  of  Poison 
Springs,  Marks  Mill,  and  received  a gunshot  wound 
in  a skirmish  at  Ouachita  River.  He  served  until 
the  close  of  the  war,  and  surrendered  in  1865.  Mr. 
May  is  the  owner  of  575  acres  of  land,  with  300 
acres  under  cultivation,  and  his  principal  crop  is 
corn  and  cotton.  He  is  a member  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal,  and  his  wife  of  the  Baptist  Church. 

James  M.  May,  farmer  and  ginner.  Hollywood. 
Ark.  Air.  May  was  born  in  Chambers  County, 
Ala.,  October  12,  1845,  and  is  the  son  of  Sea- 
born and  Susan  (Dorman)  May  [see  sketch  pre- 
ceding]. He  came  to  this  State  with  his  parents  in 
1855,  and  was  married  in  Clark  County,  Ark. . on  the 
20th  of  September,  1866,  to  Miss  Jane  C.  Moore,  a 
native  of  Tishomingo  Countv.  Miss.,  and  the  daugh- 
ter  of  William  and  Nancy  E.  (Coffman ) Moore.  She 
was  born  November  22,  1848.  William  Moore 
was  born  in  Mississippi  on  the  25th  of  January, 
1823.  and  was  a farmer  by  occupation.  He  was  mar- 
ried to  Miss  Coffman  about  1845,  and  to  them  were 
born  eight  children,  seven  now  living:  Jane  C. , 

James  A.,  Daniel  M. , Joe  C.,  Jefferson  D..  Martha  A. 
(wife  of  Paul  Davidson)  and  Samuel  S.  Mr.  Moore 
emigrated  from  Mississippi  to  Arkansas  in  1854  and 
settled  in  Clark  County,  where  he  bought  and-,  en- 
tered land.  He  was  in  the  late  war,  enlisting  in 
the  cavalry  under  Capt.  Smith  in  1863,  and  was 
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killed  at  the  Kansas  fight.  He  was  a member  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  Airs.  Aloore  was  a 
native  of  Tennessee,  born  on  the  11th  of  Septem- 
ber. 1827,  and  died  in  1887.  She  was  also  a 
member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  To 
the  union  of  Air.  and  Airs.  Alay  were  born  nine 
children,  six  of  whom  are  now  living:  Susie  E. 

(wife  of  Dr.  A.  J.  Widner,  of  this  county),  Wiley 
S.,  Cora  E. , Garland  A.,  Claude  E.  and  Grover 
C.  Air.  Alay  owns  31.0  acres  of  land  and  has  150 
acres  under  cultivation.  He  is  one  of  the  enter- 
prising', wide-awake  tillers  of  the  soil  and  is  now 
very  comfortably  fixed.  During  the  late  war,  1862, 
he  enlisted  in  Company  H,  Twenty-third  Arkansas 
Regiment  Infantry,  under  Capt.  A.  A.  Penington, 
and  was  in  the  battles  of  Corinth,  and  Port  Hudson 
and  in  several  skirmishes.  He  was  captured  at 
Port  Hudson,  but  was  held  a prisoner  only  three 
days  when  he  was  paroled.  He  served  until  1865 
and  surrendered  at  Marshall,  Tex.  He  afterward  re- 
turned home,  engaged  in  farming,  and  this  he  has 
followed  ever  since.  He  built  a steam  cotton-gin 
in  1880,  and  this,  in  connection  with  farming,  he 
has  since  conducted.  He  and  Airs.  Alay  are 
members  of  the  Alethodist  Episcopal  Church,  and 
he  is  a stewai'd  in  the  same.  Politically  he  is  a 
Democrat,  and  is  in  favor  of  all  movements  for  the 
good  of  the  county. 

William  I.  Aleeks  has  been  engaged  in  tilling 
the  soil  and  following  the  occupation  of  a lumber- 
man for  many  years,  and  in  both  these  occupations 
he  has  done  well.  He  settled  on  his  present  farm 
shortly  after  his  marriage,  which  occurred  in  1851, 
but  the  most  of  it  was  then  heavily  covered  with 
timber,  only  a small  portion  being  improved.  He 
now  has  about  2,000  acres,  of  which  300  are  cleared 
and  under  cultivation.  For  several  years  he  has 
operated  a good  steam  saw-mill,  and  the  property 
which  he  now  has  has  been  acquired  by  hard  labor 
and  judicious  management.  W hen  the  county 
seat  of  Clark  County  was  changed  from  Greenville 
to  Arkadelphia,  Air.  Aleeks  hauled  the  records  to  the 
latter  place  with  an  ox  team,  and  also  brought  the 
county  clerk  and  his  family  thither.  For  quite  a 
number  of  years  he  had  the  contracts  for  and  oper 
ated  several  mail  routes  in  Southern  Arkansas,  and 
as  he  expected  to  make  his  home  here  he,  during 
this  period,  did  much  to  build  up  and  improve  the 
country.  He  served  for  about,  two  years  in  the 
State  Troops  during  the  Civil  War,  and  although 
formerly  a Whig  in  politics  is  now  a stanch  Demo- 
crat. He  has  been  a member  of  the  A.  F.  A A.  AI. 
since  he  was  twenty-two  years  of  age,  being  first  a 
member  of  Arkadelphia  Lodge  anti  now  of  Robert 
Alorris. Lodge  No.  106,  of  Okolona.  He  was  born 


~v 


CLARK  COUNTY. 


f 


I 


153 


in  Independence  County.  Ark. , in  1829.  and  was 
married,  in  1851.  to  Margaret  E.,  a daughter  of 
i Alex.  T.  W.  and  Mary  M.  Long,  the  former 
a native  of  Fairfield  District.  S.  C.,  and  the  latter 
of  Alabama.  They  removed  to  Tennessee,  in  which 
State  Mrs.  Meeks  was  born,  but  in  1830.  when  she 
was  three  years  old,  they  came  to  Pike  County, 
Ark.,  and  a year  later  to  Clark  County,  where  both 
| parents  died,  the  father  in  1879.  and  the  mother  in 

I IS75.  Mr.  Meeks  and  his  wife  have  had  a family 

| 0f  seven  children  born  to  them  but  only  two  sons 

and  two  daughters  are  now  living.  His  parents, 
j Thomas  and  Mary  (Dodd)  Meeks,  were  born  in 
; Tennessee,  the  former's  birth  occurring  in  1804,  and 
| when  three  or  four  years  old  he  was  taken  by  his 
parents  to  Illinois  and  soon  after  to  Ste.  Genevieve 
County.  Mo.,  and  still  later  to  Independence  County, 

| Ark.,  where  he  married  and  lived  until  1840.  He 

| theu  came  to  Clark  County  and  settled  about 

j twenty-two  miles  west  of  Arkadelphia  on  the  old 

j military  road,  which  place  has  continued  to  be  his 

) home  up  to  the  present  time.  In  early  days  he 

j did  considerable  teaming  between  Little  Rock  and 

i Washington,  and  became  a man  of  considerable 

: means,  and  owned  a large  number  of  slaves.  He 

j is  a man  of  intelligence  and  ability,  has  led  a life 

| of  activity,  but  for  the  past  ten  years  he  has  been 

totally  blind.  He  is  now  living  wTith  his  fourth 
wife.  His  father,  John  Alecks,  came  to  Clark 
County  some  years  after  his  son  Thomas  did.  and 
died  prior  to  the  war.  Mrs.  Alary  (Dodd)  Aleeks, 
the  mother  of  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  died  in 
1833,  having  borne  a family  of  two  sons  and  one 
; daughter. 

E.  L.  Alinyard  was  born  in  Rockport,  Ark.,  in 
1837,  being  a son  of  James  and  Polly  (Aleek) 

| Minyard,  who  were  born  in  Tennessee  and  Illinois, 

; respectively,  but  were  married  in  Northeast  Arkan- 
| -as,  and  about  1837  settled  at  old  Rockport,  the 
following  year  coming  to  Clark  County  and  set- 
tling on  a farm  on  the  old  military  road  near  Clear 
Springs.  They  cleared  a good  farm  and  here  spent 
nearly  all  the  rest  of  their  lives,  the  father  dying 
; on  the  farm  on  which  the  subject  of  this  sketch 
now  resides,  in  1885.  at  the  age  of  seventy  dive 
years.  He  was  married  twice,  his  first  wife,  the 
! mother  of  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  dying  in  1865. 
Mr.  Alinyard  was  a very  succeesful  farmer,  a sol- 
dier in  one  of  the  Indian  wars,  and  was  a great 
hunter,  many  bear,  deer,  etc.,  falling  a victim  to 
ids  -kilt.  E.  L.  Alinyard  was  the  fifth  of  four  sons 
a,,d  hve  daughters,  and  is  the  only  son  now  living, 
ih-  was  compelled  to  labor  very  assiduously  in 
j h"lping  to  clear  bis  father's  woodland  farm,  and 
therefore  his  advantages  for  acquiring  an  educa- 


tion were  quite  limited.  In  1860  he  was  married 
j to  Aliss  Alilbra,  daughter  of  James  and  Anna  AIc- 
i Craw,  who  came  from  Mississippi  to  Arkansas 
| a few  years  prior  to  the  Civil  War.  Airs.  McCravr 
died  in  Alississippi  and  Air.  McCraw  in  Clark 
County,  Ark.,  about  1884,  having  been  a farmer  i 
throughout  life.  Airs.  Alinvard  was  born  in  Alis- 
sissippi,  and  her  union  with  Air.  Alinyard  has  re- 
sulted in  the  birth  of  seven  children,  one  son  and 
| four  daughters  now  living.  Air.  Alinyard  has  re- 
sided on  the  farm  of  240  acres  where  lie  now  lives 
since  1859,  and  has  120  acres  under  cultivation. 

In  connection  with  his  farming  operations  he  is 
also  engaged  in  stock-raising,  and  has-  the  reputa- 
| tion  of  being  a thoroughgoing  and  enterprising 
farmer  and  stock-raiser.  He  served  all  through 
! the  late  war  in  the  Confederate  army,  a member 
! of  Company  H,  Grinstead's  regiment  of  Arkansas 
| Infantry,  then  at  the  end  of  three  years  joined 
j Bryant’s  battalion  and  operated  in  Arkansas.  Alis- 
souri,  Louisiana,  etc.,  taking  part  in  the  battles  of 
Prairie  Grove.  Pilot  Knob,  Milliken’s  Bend,  etc.,  j 
and  besides  participated  in  many  skirmishes,  being  j 
lieutenant  of  cavalry.  His  first  presidential  vote 
was  cast  for  Breekenridge  in  i860,  and  he  is  now 
a Democrat  and  is  serving  his  tenth  year  as  jus- 
tice of  the  peace.  He  and  wife  have  long  been 
} members  of  the  Alissionary  Baptist  Church. 

Atchiloas  B.  Aloore,  AI.  D..  one  of  the  promi- 
nent physicians  of  Clark  County,  practicing  his 
| profession  at  Gordon,  was  born  in  Sumner  County, 
Tenn.,  November  27,  1853.  His  father,  Greenville 
Aloore,  was  born  in  1804,  and  when  eight  years  of 
age  helped  to  provide  for  the  family,  his  father 
having  been  crippled  in  the  War  of  IS  12,  in  which 
he  was  a soldier.  Greenville  Aloore  married  Alary 
E.  Aloore,  also  a native  of  Tennessee,  a Christian 
woman  and  a member  of  the  Alethodist  Episcopal 
Church,  as  was  her  father  before  her.  This  union 
! resulted  in  the  birth  of  ten  children,  six  of  whom 
I are  now  living,  viz.:  Atchiloas  (the  subject  of  this 
i sketch),  Alollie  (now  Airs.  Robert  Joyner,  and  re- 
i siding  on  a farm  in  Sumner  County.  Tenn. ).  George 
! B.  (a  farmer  of  Sumner  County,  Tenn. ).  Anna  (now 
; in  Alontana),  Sallie  P.  (wife  of  Ed.  Logan,  book- 
keeper in  the  employ  of  the  Arkadelphia  Lumber 
Co.,  at  Dalark,  Ark.),  Granville  T.  (a  farmer  of 
| Sumner  County,  Tenn.).  The  father  of  the- subject 
| of  this  sketch  was  a very  successful  farmer,  com- 
mencing life  without  means,  and  at  his  death,  as 
the  result  of  his  energy,  thrift  and  economy,  was 
' in  good  financial  circumstances.  He  was  a Union 
i man.  although  he  had  no  hard  feelings  against  his 
neighbors  who  joined  the  Confederacy,  and  was  a 
| very  heavy  loser  by  the  war.  He  died  in  Sumner 
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County, Tenu., in  1875.  in  bin  seventy-first  year.  His 
widow  is  still  living  on  the  old  homestead  in  Sum- 
ner County,  at  the' age  of  til’ty-five  years.  His  fath- 
er, Frank  Moore,  was  one  of  the  pioneers  of  Sum 
ner  County,  and  was  in  Nashville  when  there  was 
but  one  log  house  in  that  now  large  eitv.  He  died 
in  Tennessee.  Young  Atcliiloas  received  his  edu- 
cation in  the  schools  of  Sumner  County,  finishing 
at  Cumberland  University,  Lebanon.  Tenn.  A hen 
he  was  twenty-one  years  of  age  he  commenced  the 
study  of  medicine  under  Dr.  J,  H.  Joyner,  of  Sum- 
ner County.  In  1876-77  and  187  7-78  he  attended 
lectures  at  Vanderbilt  University,  from  which  he 
was  graduated  in  March.  1878.  The  same  year  he 
was  in  the  city  hospital  at  Nashville.  In  1879  he 
commenced  regular  practice  in  Sumner  County, 
where  he  remained  until  November,  1880,  and  then 
came  to  Curtis,  Clark  County,  Ark.  In  October, 
1884,  he  came  to  Gurdon  and  formed  a partnership 
with  AV.  J.  McAlpin,  in  the  practice  of  medicine 
and  the  drug  business,  and  has  since  been  very 
successful.  He  has  also  met  with  reverses,  his 
store  having  been  burned  out  twice.  He  and  his 
partner  have  now  finished  a handsome  brick  busi- 
ness building,  which  they  will  soon  move  into,  and 
will  handle  ail  things  kept  in  a first-class  drug 
store.  They  have  an  extensive  and  lucrative  prac- 
tice and  are  good  physicians.  On  September  IS. 
18(9,  Dr.  Moore  was  married  to  Miss  Jessie  E. 
Shaw,  daughter  of  William  and  Mollie  E.  Shaw, 
of  Sumner  County,  Tenn.,  also  pioneers  of  Ten- 
nessee. The  fruits  of  this  union  have  been  three 
children,  viz.:  Agnes  Bertha,  Clyde  B.  and  Ethel 
May.  The  Doctor  and  wife  are  both  members  of 

the  Presbyterian  Church,  in  which  he  is  a ruling 

* . 

elder.  In  secret  societies  the  Doctor  is  a member 
of  the  K.  of  H.  being  a representative  of  Gurdon 
Lodge  No.  3142.  He  was  a charter  member  of 
Goodlettsviile  Lodge  No.  366.  In  his  political 
views  he  is  a strong  Democrat,  and  is  one  of  the 
public-spirited  citizens  of  Gurdon. 

Ithey  Nash,  editor  and  proprietor  of  the  Gudon 
Advocate,  a Democratic  paper,  was  born  in  Anson 
County,  N.  C.,  in  1846,  the  second  of  five  children, 
four  of  whom  are  still  living,  born  to  the  union  of 
Jesse  J.  and  Dorothy  (Duncan)  Nash,  natives  of 
North  Carolina.  The  family  moved  from  North 
Carolina  to  Mississippi  in  1856,  locating  in  Mon- 
roe County,  where  the  mother  died  in  1856.  The 
father  is  st.ill  living  in  Monroe  Countv  at  the  age 
of  seventy-two  years.  He  has  been  a very  success- 
ful planter,  and  a member  of  the  Methodist  Epis- 
copal Church,  South,  for  a good  many  years.  Polit- 
ically he  is  a stanch  Democrat.  The  family  is  of 
English  descent.  Anthony  and  John  Nash  were 


mentioned  in  the  will  of  Shakespeare  as  legatees. 
Anthony  and  J ohn  are  favorite  names  in  this  branch 
of  Nashes,  and  it  is  probable  that  they  are  de- 
scendants of  the  gentlemen  the  great  poet  named 
in  his  will.  The  Nashes  came  to  the  United 
States  before  the  Revolutionary  AAar.  and  located 
on  the  James  River  in  ATrginia,  and  all  the  male 
members  of  the  family  that  were  able  served  in  tho 
ranks  of  the  American  army,  some  of  them  becom- 
ing distinguished  for  their  bravery  and  skill. 
Jesse  J.  Nash  was  the  grandson  of  Michael  Nash 
and 'son  of  William  Nash,  a farmer  by  occupa- 
tion, who  died  in  North  Carolina.  The  Duncan 
family  are  of  Scotch  descent,  and  trace  their  an- 
cestry back  to  the  Scottish  wars.  The  subject  of 
this  sketch  was  reared  and  schooled  in  Mississippi, 
receiving  his  education  in  the  common  schools  of 
Monroe  County.  In  April,  1861,  he  left  his  books 
and  joined  the  Fourteenth  Mississippi  Regiment, 
Confederate  Infantry,  Company  E,  in  which  he 
served  until  the  fall  of  Fort  Donelson,  when  he 
received  a very  severe  wound  in  the  left  shoulder, 
which  was  one  reason  why  he  was  not  taken  pris- 
oner, and  went  to  Columbia.  TeUn. , for  a short 
time,  and  then  went  home  to  Mississippi.  In 
October,  1862,  he  re-enlisted  in  the  Fourth  Con- 
federate Cavalry,  made  up  of  .Mississippi  and  Ala- 
bama soldiers,  and  remained  with  this  regiment  un- 
til it  surrendered  in  the  latter  part  of  April.  1865, 
at  the  close  of  the  war.  During  Ids  term  of  serv- 
ice he  was  in  many  battles,  some  of  them  being 
Fort  Donelson.  Lafayette,  Ga. , and  skirmishes  too 
numerous  to  mention,  around  Atlanta,  Rome,  and 
a great  many  others.  At  Pensacola  lie  was  again 
wounded,  and  again  was  slightly  wounded  by  a 
sabre  or  bayonet.  At  Spanish  Fort  he  received  a 
complimentary  notice  from  the  commanding  officer, 
in  a personal  letter,  for  bravery  on  field  of  battle. 
At  Okolona.  Miss.,  he  was  taken  prisoner  while 
carrying  a message  to  Gen.  Chalmers,  but  soon  es- 
caped. At  the  close  of  the  war  he  returned  home 
and  engaged  in  school-teaching  in  Monroe  County, 
until  1873.  then  came  to  Arkansas,  locating  in  Pike 
County,  and  in  lSi  i came  to  Clark  County,  con- 
tinuing to  teach  all  the  time.  In  1S85  lie  pur- 
chased the  Gurdon  Advocate  (a  paper  which  had 
only  been  established  a short  time),  which  he  has 
greatly  improved,  making  it  a seven-column  paper, 
and  under  his  able  management  the  journal  has 
greatlv  increased  in  value  and  has  now  a very  wide 
circulation.  He  at  ail  times  advocates  Democracy 
and  States’  rights,  and  lets  all  side  issues  alone. 
In  1868  he  married  Aliss  Annie  E.  Grissom,  a 
daughter  of  John  AL  Grissom,  of  Itawamba  Comi- 
ty, Aliss.,  and  by  this  union  is  the  father  of  live 
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children,  viz. : Ithey  Yerger,  Leins  McCaulas,  Zela 
Yerger,  ami  Lee  Duncan  Hubbard  and  Ledonia 
Grissom  Yerger,  twins.  McCaulas  aud  Hubbard 
are  ancestral  names.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Nash  are 
members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  South. 
The  former  belongs  to  the  1.  O.  0.  F.  and  A.  F. 
A A.  M.  Mrs.  Nash.  also,  has  taken  several  of  the 
ladies'  degrees  in  Ma~onry,  and  is  an  enthusiastic 
member  of  the  "Daughters  of  Rebekali.”  The 
Confederate  veteran  referring  to  her  says:  u Mrs. 
Anna  E.  Nash,  of  G union.  Ark.,  a pleasing  writer 
of  prose  and  verse,  is  a regular  contributor  whose 
articles  are  looked  for  with  much  interest.  Mrs. 
Nash  has  contributed  to  various  periodicals  in  St. 
Louis  aud  other  Western  and  Southern  cities. 
Her  nom  de  plume  in  the  Veteran  is  ‘Lorena.’  In 
a short  time  we  will  give  our  readers  the  introduc- 
tory chapters  of  a story  by  this  favorite  writer.” 
Abraham  W.  Newton,  senior  member  of  the 
firm  of  Newton  & Co.,  and  a prominent  citizen  of 
Gordon,  was  born  in  this  county  February  4,  1854, 
the  oldest  of  ten  children,  seven  of  whom  are  still 
living,  born  to  the  uuion  of  George  W.  and  Mary 
E.  (Wells)  Newton,  natives  of  Shelby  County, 
Tenn.,  and  Clark  County,  Ark.,  respectively,  and 
both  now  residents  of  Gurdon.  His  father.  George 
W.  Newton,  was  a son  of  John  Newton,  a native 
of  Tennessee,  who  was  born  December  25,  1810, 
and  is  now  living  at  Gurdon,  as  hale  and  hearty  as 
a great  many  men  of  half  his  age.  He  has  been 
a great  rover  all  his  life.  In  1840  he  in  company 
with  his  son  (the  father  of  our  subject)  moved 
from  Shelby  County,  Tenn.,  to  Independence 
County,  Ark.,  and  from  thence,  in  1852,  to  Clark 
County,  which  John  Newton  made  his  home  until 
1850.  He  then  moved  to  Williamson  County, 
Tex.,  and  in  1865  went  to  Los  Angeles.  Cal.,  re- 
maining there  ten  years  and  then  moving  to  Ari- 
zona. In  1S77  he  moved  to  Texas,  and  soon  after 
to  New  Mexico,  then  to  Chickasaw  Nation,  which  he 
has  since  considered  home.  When  a young  man, 
he  learned  the  harness  and  saddle- maker's  trade, 
at  which  he  worked  for  some  time,  then  engaged 
in  stock-raising  and  dealing,  in  which  he  has  con- 
tinned,  with  the  exception  of  a few  years  spent  in 
the  mercantile  business  at  Brooklyn,  Tex.,  all  his 
life.  As  a farmer  he  has  been  very  successful,  and 
his  jiul  gment  in  the  cattle  business  is  considered 
excellent.  He  has  been  a member  of  the  Baptist 
Church  from  his  boyhood,  and  in  his  politics  has 
always  been  a Democrat.  The  family  are  of  Irish- 
A elsh  descent.  George  W.  Newton  was  the  third 
son  of  seveu  children,  live  of  whom  are  now  living, 
and  was  born  in  1833.  His  youthful  days  were 
'pent  in  the  country.  At  the  age  of  nineteen 


he  married  Miss  Mary  E.  Wells,  daughter  of 
Abraham  Wells,  one  of  the  pioneers  of  Clark 
County.  He  was  a farmer  by  occupation,  and 
came  to  Arkansas  before  it  was  admitted  into  the 
Union;  he  died  here  in  1862.  Mrs.  Newton  was 
born  in  1835,  and  by  her  union  with  Mr.  Newton 
was  the  mother  of  ten  children,  seven  of  whom  are 
now  living,  the  subject  of  this  sketch  being  the  old- 
est. While  a youth  at  home  Mr.  Newton  learned 
the  boot  and  shoemaker's  trade,  but  after  his  mar- 
riage he  turned  his  attention  to  agricultural  pur- 
suits. and  has  continued  farming  ever  since  until 
1888,  when  he  engaged  in  mercantile  pursuits  here. 
He  served  in  the  late  war,  being  detached  by  the 
Confederate  government  to  make  boots  and  shoes 
for  soldiers.  He  served  for  six  months  in  Gen. 
Hardman’s  Brigade,  Gen.  Churchill's  Division,  and 
participated  in  several  battles.  At  the  close  of  the 
war  he  was  in  a precarious  financial  condition,  but 
by  bis  ability  and  close  application  to  business  has 
been  quite  successful,  and  in  1888  commenced  a 
grocery  business  in  Gurdon,  which  he  has  since 
successfully  continued.  Both  he  and  wife  are 
members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
South.  He  is  a Mason  and  a Democrat,  and  has 
served  a good  many  years  in  an  official  capacity . 
The  subject  of  this  sketch  remained  with  his  par- 
ents, working  on  his  father's  farm  xtntil  he  was 
twenty-two  years  of  age.  when  he  went  to  Prescott 
and  entered  the  employ  of  Cantlev  & Davenport, 
general  merchants.  After  seven  months  in  their 
employ,  he,  with  a capital  of  about  8150.  opened 
an  establishment  of  his  own  at  Rome,  which  he 
continued  for  two  and  one-half  years,  when  he  sold 
his  mercantile  interest  and  purchased  a farm  in 
this  county.  March  28.  1878,  li9  married  Miss 
Mattie  Bussell,  daughter  of  Benjamin  Bussell,  a 
native  of  Mississippi.  This  union  has  resulted  in  the 
birth  of  four  children,  three  still  living,  viz. : Luther. 
Fred  and  Robert,  and  Emmett,  who  died  at  the  age 
of  thirteen  months.  He  farmed  for  two  years,  then 
came  to  Gurdon  and  opened  a small  grocery  busi- 
ness. Since  then  he  has  been  burnt  out  twice, 
losing  bv  lire  over  810.000:  but.  by  energy,  indus- 
try, economy  and  business  ability,  he  has  devel- 
oped into  one  of  the  leading  merchants  of  Clark 
County,  and  now  carries  a stock  of  general  mer- 
chandise valued  at  810,000,  selling  838.000  worth 
of  goods  annually.  His  tirst  venture  in  business 
was  alone:  he  then  engaged  in  business  for  eight- 
een months  with  A . J.  Seaborn,  at  the  end  uf 
which  time  he  bought  Mr.  Seaborn’s  interest.  In 
1888  he  took  in  Mr.  Whitmon  as  a partner,  who 
still  hits  an  interest  in  the  business.  Mr.  Newton 
is  a member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 
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South.  Socially  ho  is  a member  of  the  Tv.  of  II., 
and  politically  is  a Democrat,  and  is  one  of  the  en- 
terprising citizens  of  Gurdon. 

William  P.  Norman  was  one  of  Clark  County’s 
most  prominent  and  well-known  citizens.  He  was 
born  in  Mississippi,  January  31,  1824,  and  when 
a child  of  two  years,  his  parents  removed  to  Fay- 
ette County,  Tenn. , where  he  grew  to  maturity, 
and  there  engaged  in  farming  until  1859,  when  he 
and  family  moved  to  what  is  now  Southern  Arkan- 
sas, and  here  he  continued  to  farm  until  the  time 
of  his  death,  January  11,  1881.  As  a result  of  his 
ability  and  industry,  he  was  very  successful  in  life. 
During  the  late  war  he  enlisted  in  the  Confederate 
army,  serving  on  detached  duty  most  of  the  time, 
and  was  first  stationed  at  Arkadelphia,  and  later 
at  Tyler.  Tex.  He  was  a man  of  strong  convic- 
tions, and  believed  that  nothing  could  be  good  that 
was  secret,  hence  he  never  belonged  to  any  secret 
societies.  In  politics  he  was  always  a Democrat. 
In  his  religious  belief  he  was  a Primitive  Baptist, 
although  not  a member  of  any  church.  July  16, 
1848,  he  was  married  to  one  of  Tennessee’s  fairest 
daughters,  Miss  Esther  S.  Culp,  daughter  of  Elder 
Peter  Culp,  a Primitive  Baptist  minister,  who  lived 
to  a ripe  old  age.  and  died  in  Tennessee,  in  his 
ninetieth  year.  Mrs.  Norman  was  born  in  Ches- 
terville,  S.  C.,  in  1825,  and  is  still  living,  making 
her  home  with  her  daughter,  Mrs.  Mary  A.  Smith. 
In  her  religious  belief  she  is  in  sympathy  with  the 
Presbyterian  Church,  and  is  indeed  a Christian 
lady.  To  her  marriage  there  were  born  five  sons 
and  four  daughters,  three  of  whom  survive,  viz.: 
Mrs.  Mary  A.  Smith  (widow  of  James  A.  Smith, 
deceased,  now  the  president  of  the  Smithton  Lum- 
ber Company,  and  of  the  Southwestern  Arkansas 
& Indian  Territory  Railroad,  residing  at  Smithton, 
Clark  County),  Lou  E.  (wife  of  William  Young, 
vice-president  of  the  Smithton  Lumber  Com- 
pany, and  a resident  of  Smithton),  and  William  C. 
(the  youngest  now  living,  is  postmaster  of  Smith- 
ton,  and  manager  of  the  Smithton  Lumber  Com- 
pany’s store  at  Smithton  ).  f See  biography  of  IV.  C. 
Norman.]  Those  dead  are  Alva  C.  (died  Decem- 
ber 28,  1864.  while  a child).  Cecil  F.  (was  the  first 
postmaster  at  Gurdon,  was  a prominent  citizen 
and  business  man  of  that  place,  a member  of  the 
I.  O.  O.  F.,  and  died  April  15,  1882.  in  his  thirty- 
first  vear),  Thomas  G.  (died  in  Gurdon,  Ark., 
April  2,  1881,  aged  twenty-six  years  and  two 
months:  he  was  also  a prominent  business  man, 
and  a Master  Mason).  Robert  F.  (was  born  Octo- 
ber 7,  1S60,  and  died  August  1 t.  1x68),  Ada  (born 
April  14,  1868,  died  May  1,  188  1)  and  one  died  in 
infancy. 


William  C.  Norman  is  a native  of  Clark  County, 
born  near  his  present  place  of  residence  on  June 
1,  1866.  He  was  reared  and  received  his  literary 
instruction  in  his  native  county,  attending  the  com- 
mon home  schools,  and  when  fourteen  years  of  age 
commenced  in  life  for  himself,  and  has  ever  since 
been  working  on  his  own  account.  He  has  been 
engaged  in  the  mercantile  business  at.  Ivingsland 
and  Smithton.  and  is  now  postmaster  at  Smithton. 
and  the  manager  of  the  Smithton  Lumber  Com- 
pany’s store  at  Smithton.  which  concern  does  an 
annual  business  of  over  850,000.  In  1885  he  was 
united  in  marriage  to  Aliss  Viola  Arnold,  daughter 
of  Thomas  Arnold,  of  Camden,  and'  the  fruit  of 
this  union  has  been  one  child,  Thomas  Cecil.  Airs. 
Norman  is  a member  of  the  Baptist  Church.  Air. 
Norman  is  a Royal  Arch  Alason.  As  a proof  of 
his  good  health  it  may  be  said  that  Air.  Norman’s 
weight  is  220  pounds.  AVhile  in  Ivingsland,  in 
1887-88.  lie  edited  the  Cleveland  County  Democrat 
for  one  year,  and  also  served  as  mayor  of  that  lit- 
tle city. 

Preston  H.  Norton,  another  of  the  prominent 
citizens  of  iAnderson  Township,  owes  his  nativity 
to  North  Carolina,  born  in  Pendleton  District  June 
5,  1835.  His  father.  Richard  Norton,  moved  to 
Alabama  when  the  subject  of  this  sketch  was  a 
babe,  and  resided  there  until  1858.  when  he  came 
to  Clark  County.  Ark.,  and  died  here  in  1862.  He 
was  a farmer  all  his  life.  He  was  a AVhig.  and 
took  an  active  interest  in  politics,  and  while  in 
Alabama  served  as  justice  of  the  peace  and  bailiff. 
He  was  a member  of  the  Alethodist  Episcopal 
Church,  and  belonged  to  the  Alasonic  fraternity. 
The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  the  oldest  son  and 
second  child  of  a family  of  live  children,  and 
spent  his  school  days  in  Alabama.  After  leaving 
school  he  learned  the  tanner's  trade,  and  worked  at 
this  trade  in  Alabama  until  1860.  when  he  came  to 
Clark  County,  Ark.  In  Alay.  1862.  he  joined  a 
Texas  battery,  in  which  he  served  until  the  latter 
part  of  1863,  when  he  was  detailed  as  a tanner  in 
the  Confederate  army,  and  served  as  such  until  the 
close  of  the  war.  The  end  of  the  war  found  him 
without  means.  He  then  commenced  work  for 
himself  until  1870.  when  he  engaged  in  farming, 
which  he  has  successfully  continued  ever  since, 
and  now  owns  a well-improved  farm.  In  October. 
1859,  he  married  Aliss  Eliza  Pickle,  a native  of 
Alabama.  She  died  December  25,  1880.  the 

mother  of  six  children,  four  of  whom  are  now  liv- 
ing, viz.  : Jeff.  Anna,  Eugene  and  Alary.  Those 
dead  are  Alice  and  an  infant.  In  Alay.  ISM.  'he 
was  again  married,  to  Aliss  S.  J.  Rushing,  by 
whom  lie  has  one  child,  Arthur.  Airs.  Norton  is  a 
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member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  South, 
and  is  an  earnest  Christian  woman.  Mr.  Norton 
is  a member  of  the  Masonic  fraternity  and  the 
Alliance.  In  politics  he  sides  with  the  Demo- 
cratic party,  and  is  an  enterprising  citizen. 

George  C.  Orsburn.  Among  the  tillers  of  the 
soil  of  this  region  none  hold  a more  prominent 
place  in  the  estimation  of  the  peox>lo  than  he  whose 
name  heads  this  sketch,  for  he  is  honest,  industri- 
ous, enterprising  and  consequently  successful.  He 
was  born  in  Dallas  County,  Ala.,  in  1845.  to  Jabez 
J.  and  Elizabeth  (Eaves)  Orsburn,  who  were  born 
in  North  Carolina  and  Mississippi,  the  former's 
birth  occurring  in  1812.  At  the  age  of  seven  years 
he  was  taken  by  his  parents  to  Alabama,  and  there 
he  was  married  and  made  his  home  until  1848, 
when  he  emigrated  westward  to  Clark  County,  Ark. , 
and  settled  on  a small  improved  farm  west  of  Ark- 
adelpbia,  where  he  and  his  wife  spent  the  rest  of 
their  days.  The  former  died  in  1883,  but  is  still 
survived  by  his  widow,  she  being  a member  of  the 
Missionary  Baptist  Church,  of  which  he  was  also 
a member.  Mr.  Orsburn  was  very  fond  of  hunt- 
ing, but  was  never  known  to  neglect  domestic  affairs 
to  gratify  his  tastes  in  this  direction.  George  C. 
Orsburn  was  the  third  of  six  sons  and  five  daugh- 
ters, all  of  whom  are  living,  the  youngest  being 
now  twenty-one  years  of  age.  Before  a death  had 
occurred,  the  family  had  increased  to  thirty-six 
members,  including  grandchildren.  The  subject 
of  this  sketch  assisted  his  father  on  the  home  farm 
and  attended  the  common-schools,  but  in  1863  put 
aside  his  farming  implements  to  swell  the  ranks  of 
the  Confederate  army,  and  was  first  a member  of 
Capt.  Reed's  State  Troops,  participating  in  the  en- 
gagements at  Marks  Mill  and  Poison  Springs.  At 
the  end  of  this  year  he  joined  the  regular  army, 
Gen.  Cabbel’ s Cavalry  Company,  but  returned  to 
his  1 tome  at  the  end  of  hostilities  and  has  since  de- 
voted his  attention  to  farming.  The  daughter  of 
Col.  John  and  Frances  McNeill  became  his  wife  in 
1 868,  her  name  being  Mary,  and  to  them  six  chil- 
dren were  born  of  whom  three  sons  and  one  daugh- 
ter are  living.  She  was  born  in  Clark  County, 
Ark.,  and  her  father  and  mother  were  born  in 
North  Carolina  and  Alabama,  respectively,  but 
came  to  Clark  County.  Ark.,  when  young,  and  here 
afterward  made  their  home,  the  mother  dying  in 
1867.  The  father  is  now  living  in  Dallas  County, 
having  followed  the  occupation  of  a miller  all  his 
life.  He  served  for  some  time  in  the  late  war, 
being  a member  of  a cavalry  company,  acting  in 
the  capacity  of  colonel.  Mr.  Orsburn  has  resided 
on  the  farm  on  which  he  is  now  making  his  home 
s'nce  1873.  It  consists  of  1 60  acres,  eighty  of 


which  are  under  cultivation,  and  is  situated  about 
three  and  one-half  miles  southeast  of  Okolona.  Mr. 
Orsburn  is  a Democrat,  and  his  wife  is  a member 
of  the  Presbyterian  Church. 

Dr.  F.  M.  Park  is  a well-known  practicing 
physician  and  surgeon  of  Okolona,  Ark.,  but  his 
birth  occurred  in  Floyd  County,  Ga.,  in  1833. 
George  and  Margaret  (Townsend)  Park,  his  par- 
ents, were  born,  reared  and  married  in  A alton 
County,  Ga..  and  after  the  latter  event  moved  to  near 
Rome,  where  Mr.  Park  died  in  1832.  His  widow 
afterward  married  a Mr.  Henry  Long,  and  with  him 
removed  to  Texas,  in  which  State  she  died  in  1881. 
having  been  a member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church.  Mr.  Park  was  a farmer,  and  was  a soldier 
in  one  of  the  Indian  wars.  The  maternal  grand- 
father, Hon.  John  Townsend,  was  a Virginian, 
who  died  near  Rome,  Ga. , about  1848,  having  been 
a member  of  the  Georgia  Legislature  from  Floyd 
County  some  years.  Dr.  F.  M.  Park  is  the  third 
of  three  sons  and  one  daughter,  and  is  now  the 
only  one  living  of  his  father’s  family.  His  youth 
was  spent  on  a farm  in  his  native  State,  where  he 
received  the  advantages  of  the  common  schools, 
and  here,  in  1S53,  he  began  the  study  of  medicine, 
graduating,  in  1857,  from  the  medical  department 
of  the  Louisiana  University  of  New  Orleans.  He 
immediately  came  to  Okolona,  Ark.,  where  he 
entered  upon  the  practice  of  his  profession,  and  is 
now  one  of  the  oldest,  best  known  and  most  efficient 
physicians  in  the  county.  He  has  always  practiced 
among  the  best  and  wealthiest  people  of  the  com- 
munity in  which  he  resides,  but  ever  prompt- 
ly answers  also  to  the  calls  of  the  poor  and  dis- 
tressed. He  was  married,  in  1859,  to  Martha, 
daughter  of  Reese  and  Martha  Howell,  of  Missis- 
sippi, who  removed  to  Clark  County,  Ark.,  in  1S52. 
where  Mr.  Howell  died  in  I860,  his  wife  dying  in 
Mississippi.  Mrs.  Park  was  born  in  Tishomingo 
County,  Miss.,  and  died  in  1881.  leaving  a family 
of  two  sons  and  five  daughters:  Frank.  Charles, 
Ella  (wife  of  Fletcher  Surratt).  Leila  (wife  of  W . 
B.  East),  Josie.  Johnny  and  Maggie.  During  the 
war  Dr.  Park  was  detailed  by  the  governor  of 
Arkansas  to  practice  his  profession  at  home,  and 
here  his  life  has  been  one  of  flattering  success,  as 
above  stated.  By  his  efforts  he  has  acquired  a 
handsome  competency,  and  besides  owning  a tine 
home  in  Okolona,  he  has  a farm  comprising  2 40 
acres.  He  has  always  been  a Democrat,  his  first 
presidential  vote  being  cast  for  James  Buchanan, 
and  socially  he  is  a member  of  the  A.  F.  & A.  M.. 
Robert  Morris  Lodge  No.  106.  of  Okolona.  He  is 
a consistent  member  of  the  Methodist  Church,  as 
was  his  wife. 


.... 
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Capt.  William  Paisley,  one  of  Clark  County's  \ 
leading  citizens  and  a prominent,  merchant,  was  born  j 
in  Caswell  County,  N.  C.,  at  a noted  place  known 
as  the  Red  House  (noted  for  the  reason  that  it  ! 
was  built  in  colonial  times),  April  28.  1842.  the  ] 
son  of  Rev.  John  and  Eliza  D.  (Bradshaw)  Pais- 
ley, natives  of  Guilford.  N.  C. , and  Greene  County, 
Tenn.,  respectively.  Rev.  John  Paisley  was  a ; 
graduate  of  the  University  of  North  Carolina,  tin- 
isliing  his  education  at  the  theological  seminary  ! 
at  Princeton,  N.  J.  His  ministerial  duties  were  in  j 
North  Carolina.  He  died  near  Hillsboro,  N.  C..  j 
in  August,  1845,  in  his  thirty-eighth  year.  He  was  ■ 
the  son  of  J obn  Paisley,  a well-to-do  farmer  of  North 
Carolina.  His  old  homestead  still  belongs  to  the 
Paisley  family,  having  been  handed  down  from  gen-  j 
eration  to  generation.  The  Paisley  family  are  of 
Scotch  descent,  their  ancestors  having  come  to 
America  about  1 745,  first  locating  in  Pennsylvania, 
and  afterward  in  North  Carolina.  John  Paisley,  the 
great-grandfather  of  our  subject,  served  as  colonel 
of  an  American  regiment  in  the  Revolutionary  War, 
and  died  in  North  Carolina.  The  family  as  far 
back  as  can  bo  traced  have  been  Presbyterians,  j 
The  Bradshaw  family  are  .of  English  descent.  Airs,  i 
Paisley  was  the  daughter  of  Rev.  C.  C.  Bradshaw, 
also  a Presbyterian  minister.  She  died  in  Doby- 
vi lie.  Ark.,  in  1880,  at  the  age  of  fifty-nine  years.  j 
After  her  husband’s  death,  she  was  married  in 
Leesburg,  N.  C.,  in  1847,  to  Capt.  L.  D.  Lipscomb, 
a tailor  by  occupation,  and  the  same  year  came  to 
Dallas  County,  Ark.,  and  settled  at  what  was  then 
known  as  Brownsville,  afterward  known  as  Tulip. 
Capt.  Lipscomb  is  now  living  in  Pine  Bluff,  but 
will  soon  make  his  home  with  his  son.  the  subject 
of  this  sketch.  To  Eliza  Bradshaw’s  union  with 
Rev.  John  Paisley  were  born  three  children,  the 
oldest  of  whom,  John  C..  died  when  he  was  five 
years  old.  soon  after  the  death  of  his  father,  leav- 
ing William,  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  and  a sis- 
ter, now  Airs.  Alary  A.  H.  Hall,  wife  of  AY.  W. 
Hall,  as  the  only  surviving  children.  The  subject 
of  this  sketch  spent  his  school  days  at  Tulip,  Dal- 
las County,  and  when  but  fourteen  years  of  age 
commenced  to  help  support  the  family,  entering 
the  employ  of  Maj.  Alexander  Butler  as  salesman, 
at  Tulip,  in  whose  employ  he  remained  until  June 
25,  1861,  when  he  cast  his  lot  with  the  Confederate 
cause  and  joined  the  Tulip  Riiles,  which  afterward 
became  Company  I.  Third  Arkansas  Infantry,  or- 
ganized at  Lvnchburg,  Ya.  He  remained  with  this 
regiment  until  he  was  wounded  at  Sharpsburg. 
Aid.,  and  was  discharged  from  active  duty  in  Alay. 
1802,  and  after  that  was  given  employment  at  Char- 
lotte, N.  C.,  in  the  medical  purveying  department, 


under  Dr.  T.  J.  Johnson,  where  lie  remained  until 
the  close  of  the  war.  While  lie  was  in  rank  he  was 
in  the  battles  of  Greenbriar  River,  then  at  Copin 
Creek,  on  (he  Baltimore  A Ohio  Railroad;  was  on 
the  reserve  at  the  Seven  Pines,  and  on  the  reserve  at 
the  seven  days  around  Richmond,  and  at  Sharps- 
burg, where  he  was  wounded.  At  the  close  of  the 
war  he  purchased  a horse  on  credit,  at  Charlotte, 
N.  C. , and  rode  home  to  Arkansas,  and  commenced 
to  farm  in  Dallas  County.  In  the  September  fol- 
lowing he  received  some  money  from  his  old  em- 
ployer, to  use  in  trading,  for  half  the  profit.  He 
purchased  cotton  and  sold  it  in  St.  Louis  and  made 
some  money  on  it,  and  with  a limited  capital  com- 
menced the  mercantile  business  at  Tulip,  remaining 
in  the  general  merchandise  business  until  the  fol- 
lowing year.  He  continued  here  until  1867  when 
he  moved  toDobyville,  Clark  County,  and  resumed 
mercantile  business  with  Air.  Joseph  Doby.  In 
1886  he  came  to  Gurdon,  and  engaged  in  the  mer- 
cantile business  at  this  place,  carrying  a stock  of 
goods  valued  at  from  §10,000  to  §12.000,  and  has 
since  done  a very  large  business.  October  18,  1866, 
he  was  married  to  Aliss  Emma  E.  Butler,  daughter 
of  his  former  employer,  Aiaj.  Alexander  Butler. 
She  was  born  in  Henderson  County,  N.  C.,  Octo 
bev  30,  1844,  and  died  in  Gurdon,  January  16, 
1887.  She  was  the  mother  of  nine  children,  viz. : 
John  A.  (now  at  Arkansas  College,  at  Batesville). 
William  B.  (in  the  store),  Emma  E.  (at  home), 
Henrv  L.,  Alary  E.,  Alartha  W.,  Lula  G.,  James 
I.  Annie  O.  died  when  not  quite  a year  old.  No- 
vember 15,  1888,  Air.  Paisley  was  married  a second 
time,  this  time  wedding  Aliss  Alartha  O.  Bland,  of 
Nottoway  County,  Ya.,  born  June  30,  lS5o.  Air. 
and  Airs.  Paisley  are  worthy  members  of  the  Old 
School  Presbyterian  Church,  of  which  the  former 
is  an  elder.  Politically  he  sides  with  the  Demo- 
cratic party.  Capt.  Paisley  is  one  of  the  promi- 
nent citizens  of  Gurdon.  a,nd  takes  an  active  interest 
in  educational  and  religious  matters,  his  liberality 
in  all  public  enterprises  being  unsurpassed. 

Capt.  Joshua  L.  Peters.  The  name  that  heads 
this  sketch  is  one  that  has  been  worthily  connected 
with  the  affairs  of  Clark  County  since  1873,  and  no 
history  of  this  immediate  vicinity  would  be  com- 
plete which  failed  to  make  mention  of  Air.  Peters 
and  the  excellent  farm  which  he  is  engaged  in 
tilling.  He  was  born  in  Lowndes  County,  Aliss.. 
in  1836,  but  his  parents,  Charles  and  Elizabeth. 
(Yauglm)  Peters,  were  born,  reared  and  married  in 
Bledsoe  County,  Tenn.,  the  former’s  birth  occur- 
ring in  1808  and  the  latter's  in  1810.  After  the 
celebrat  ion  of  their  nuptials  they  went  to  Alississippi, 
where  they  spent  the  rest  of  their  lives,  dying  in 
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1884  ami  1864,  respectively.  They  were  members 
[ of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  South,  and  the 
father  was  a farmer,  tilled  the  office  of  justice  of  the 
peace  for  some  years,  and  was  a member  of  the  A. 
F.  & A.  M.  George  Vaughn,  the  maternal  grand- 
father, was  born  in  Virginia,  but  died  in  Texas. 
Capt,  Joshua  L.  Peters  was  the  third  of  eleven 
children,  and  was  reared  on  a farm,  receiving  a 
common-school  education.  In  1861  he  joined  the 
infantry  service  in  John  Weir’s  company,  known 
as  Choctaw  Agency  Pities,  in  tire  Fourteenth.  Mis- 
sissippi Regiment,  and,  although  his  company  was 
in  the  battle  of  Fort  Donelson  he  escaped  capture. 
He  had  been  wounded  and  sent  to  the  hospital  be- 
fore the  time  of  surrender.  He  afterward  ran  the 
blockade  and  went  home,  but  soon  after  became  a 
member  of  the  Thirty- seventh  Mississippi  Infantry. 
Company  D,  with  which  he  served  until  the  close 
of  the  war.  taking  part  in  the  battles  of  Iuka,  Cor- 
inth, Oxford,  siege  of  Vicksburg,  llesaca.  Kenesaw 
Mount,  Peach  Tree  Creek.  4'oor  House,  Franklin 
and  Nashville.  After  his  defeat  at  the  latter  en- 
gagement Hood  was  relieved  and  succeeded  in 
command  by  Gen.  Joseph  E.  Johnston,  and  with 
him  Capt.  Peters  surrendered  at  Greensboro,  N.  C. 
He  was  in  sixty-eight  different  engagements  and 
was  wounded  five  times.  While  he  was  a member 
of  the  Fourteenth  Mississippi  he  served  as  pri- 
vate, but  soon  after  joining  the  Thirty-seventh 
Mississippi  Regiment  he  was  elected  lieutenant, 
and  later  promoted  to  the  rank  of  captain,  a posi- 
tion he  held  until  the  surrender.  Being  senior 
company  officer  he  had  often  to  take  command  of 
the  regiment  in  cases  of  emergenev.  He  was  mar- 
1 ried  in  1805  to  Mary  A.,  a daughter  of  Rev.  John  L. 
and  Charlotte  Ames,  the  former  of  whom  is  a brother 
of  the  late  distinguished  divine.  Bishop  Ames.  For 
many  years  Mr.  Ames  has  been  an  able  minister  of 
the  Methodist  Church,  and  is  still  residing  in  Newton 
County,  Mo.,  where  he  has  lived  since  1868.  In 
his  early  life  he  was  a well-known  tanner  of  Win 
ston  County,  Miss.  Mrs.  Peters  was  born  in 
Winston  County,  of  this  State,  and  died  in  that 
State,  after  she  and  her  husband  Lad  started  for  the 
State  of  Missouri  with  her  father.  Mr.  Amos.  Mr. 
Peters  continued  on  his  journey  with  his  son,  and 
made  his  home  in  Missouri  and  Kansas  until  1873, 
a portion  of  this  time  being  spent  in  teaching 
school.  His  daughter  had  died  before  his  arrival 
in  Missouri,  but  his  sou,  William  L. , still  lives  and 
was  one  of  the  enumerators  in  the  last  census. 
After  leaving  the  last  mentioned  State  he  came  to 
Clark  County,  Kas..  and  here  was  married,  in  1879, 
to  Mrs.  Harriet  (Smith ) Duke. a native  of  Mississippi, 
whose  parents  died  in  that  State  when  she  was  a 


small  girl.  She  came  to  Arkansas  in  her  youth,, 
and  since  her  second  marriage  she  and  Mr.  Peters 
have  lived  on  their  present  farm  of  440  acres.  Mr. 
Peters  has  always  been  a Democrat,  and  his  first 
vote  was  cast  for  Breckinridge  for  the  presidency. 
He  is  a member  of  the  A.  F.  A A.  M. , Rob  Morris 
Lodge  No.  106,  of  Okolona.  Ho  and  Mrs.  Peters 
have  been  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  South,  for  many  years,  and  are  highly  es- 
teemed residents  of  the  community  in  which  they 
reside.  The  paternal  grandfather,  Joseph  Peters, 
was  of  Irish  descent,  and  died  in  Tennessee. 

Joseph  C.  Pettus  is  one  of  the  successful  hus- 
bandmen of  Clark  County,  and  like  many  of  his 
neighbors  and  acquaintances  is  a Virginian,  his 
birth  having  occurred  in  Lunenburg  County  in 
1820.  His  parents,  David  and  Elizabeth  (Boswell) 
Pettus.  as  well  as  his  grandfather,  David  Pettus, 
were  Virginians,  the  father’s  birth  occurring  on  the 
2d  of  December  1780,  and  the  mother’s  on  the 
28th  of  November,  1784.  They  were  married  in 
1802,  and  in  1824  removed  to  Madison  County, 
Ala.,  where  they  spent  the  rest  of  their  days,  dying 
in  1852  and  1835,  respectively.  They  were  mem- 
bers of  the  Baptist  Church  while  in  Virginia,  but 
Mrs.  Pettus  afterward  became  a Presbyterian. 
The  Pettus  family  are  of  English  descent,  and  the 
majority  of  the  male  members  of  the  family  have 
been  tillers  of  the  soil.  John  Boswell,  the  mother’s 
father,  was  also  a farmer  of  the  "Old  Dominion,” 
in  which  State  ho  was  born  and  lived  and  died. 
Joseph  C.  Pettus  is  the  only  one  of  his  father’s 
family  who  has  ever  resided  in  the  State  of  Arkan- 
sas. When  four  years  of  age,  he  was  taken  by  his 
parents  to  Madison  County.  Ala. , and  here  he  was 
reared  to  maturity,  his  marriage  taking  place  on 
the  8th  of  January,  1846,  his  wife  being  Miss  Per- 
rnelia  C. . daughter  of  Ransom  and  Cynthia  Fowlkes, 
who  removed  from  their  native  State  of  Virginia, 
where  they  were  also  married,  to  Madison  County. 
Ala.,  in  which  county  Mrs.  Pettus  was  born  on  the 
12th  of  April,  1828.  Her  death  occurred  in  Clark 
County.  February  20.  1886.  her  union  with  Mr. 
Pettus  having  resulted  in  the  birth  of  sixteen  chil- 
dren, two  sons  and  three  daughters  now  living: 
John  I.,  William  E. . Alabama.  Euella  and  Charlie 
A.  The  rest  of  the  family  died  in  early  childhood, 
with  the  exception  of  William  C.,  who  died  Febru- 
ary 29,  1864,  at  the  age  of  seventeen  years,  while  at 
home  ou  furlough,  being  a member  of  the  Arkansas 
State  troops.  Mr.  Pettus  made  his  home  in  Madi- 
son County,  Ala.,  until  1858,  but  has  since  been  a 
tiller  of  the  soil  in  Clark  County,  his  farm  of  020 
acres  being  situated  a short  distance  from  Okolona. 
He  has  been  a Democrat  all  his  life,  his  first  pres- 
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» ideutial  vote  being  cast  for  Polk  in  1844,  and  lias 
voted  for  every  Democrat  candidate  since,  with  the 
exception  of  during  the  war,  at  that  time  being  a 
Douglas  man  and  strongly  opposed  to  secession. 
He  is  a member  of  the  A.  F.  & A.  M. , and  his 
wife  was  a member  of  the  Cumberland  Presbyterian 
Church. 

\Y.  P.  Phillips  lias  been  connected  with  the 
mercantile  interests  of  Clark  County,  Ark.,  since 
1SS4,  and  ever  since  coming  to  this  county  he  has 
had  her  welfare  at  heart.  He  was  born  in  Georgia 
in  IS 60,  and  nine  years  later  was  brought  to 
Arkansas  by  his  parents,  and  with  them  located  in 
Searcy  County,  after  which  they  moved  to  the 
northern  part  of  the  State,  where  they  made  their 
home  for  live  years.  After  a short  residence  in  the 
eastern  portion  of  the  State  they  came  to  Clark 
County  in  1879,  but  after  making  one  crop  at 
Amity  they  moved  to  Curtis,  a station  on  the  Iron 
Mountain  Railroad,  where  the  parents  still  reside. 
The  greater  portion  of  W.  P.  Phillips’  education 
has  been  received  in  Arkansas,  and  his  earliest 
recollections  are  of  attending  the  district  school 
and  assisting  his  father  in  his  labors  on  the  farm. 
He  remained  with  his  parents  until  he  was  twenty- 
two  years  of  age,  after  which  he  entered  a store  as 
clerk,  but  after  a short  time  embarked  in  business 
for  himself.  His  stock  of  general  merchandise  is 
well  chosen;  and  as  he  is  very  reasonable  in  his 
prices,  honest  in  his  dealing,  and  agreeable  and 
accommodating  with  his  customers,  he  has  built 
up  a lucrative  trade,  which  is  constantly  increasing, 
and  a bright  future  is  predicted  for  him.  He  was 
married,  on  the  1 2th  of  February,  1887,  to  Miss 
Julia  E.  Hulsey,  by  whom  he  has  one  child, 
Annie  Estelle.  Mr.  Phillips  and  his  wife  are 
members  of  the  Baptist  Church,  and  he  belongs  to 
the  Masonic  fraternity,  and  is  a young  man  of 
intelligence  and  enterprise. 

IVilliam  H.  Pullen  has  been  a resident  of 
Clear  Spring,  Clark  County,  Ark.,  for  the  past 
sixteen  years,  and  his  example  of  industry  and 
sincere  endeavor  to  make  a success  of  life  is  well 
worthy  the  imitation  of  the  rising  generation.  He 
was  born  in  Anderson  District,  S.  C.,  in  1829, 
being  a son  of  Leroy  and  Teresa  (Lowery)  Pullen, 
who  were  born  in  Buncombe  County,  N.  C.,  June 
3,  1799,  and  Anderson  District,  S.  C. , November 
1,  1S06,  respectively.  When  a small  boy  Leroy 
Pullen  was  taken  to  South  Carolina  by  his  parents, 
and  was  married  there  on  the  25th  of  March.  1825. 
and  there  made  his  home  until  1844,  when  he 
moved  to  Cherokee  County,  Ga.  Here  Mrs.  Pul- 
len's death  occurred  on  the  6th  of  December", 
1864,  and  three  years  after  this  event  Mr.  Pullen 


removed  to  Yell  County,  Ark.,  and  about  1874  to 
Clark  County,  Ark.,  where  he  died  January  31. 
1888,  at  the  age  of  eighty-eight  years  seven  months 
and  twenty-nine  days.  He  followed  the  occupa- 
tion of  wagon  and  carriage-making  nearly  all  his 
life,  but  for  a number  of  years  before  his  death  he 
retired  from  the  active  duties  of  life.  William 
Pullen,  the  paternal  grandfather,  was  a Virginian, 
but  was  married  in  North  Carolina,  and  from  this 
State  removed  to  South  Carolina,  where  he  died. 
The  grandfather,  Henry  Lowery,  was  also  a Vir- 
ginian, and  at  a very  early  day  went  with  his  par- 
ents to  South  Carolina,  where  he  was  married  to 
Sallie  McRea,  of  Virginia  descent,  and  spent  the 
rest  of  his  life.  William  H.  Pullen  was  the  second 
of  nine  children — four  sons  and  live  daughters — 
and  although  he  removed  to  Georgia  with  his  par- 
ents in  his  youth,  he  was  a resident  of  his  native 
county  from  1847  to  1S60,  during  which  time  he 
clerked  and  was  in  the  mercantile  business  on  his 
own  responsibility.  In  1861  be  returned  to  Geor- 
gia, and  there  joined  Company  B,  Forty-third 
Georgia  Infantry,  and  served  in  Kentucky  and 
Tennessee,  and  participated  in  the  engagements 
around  Vicksburg.  Here  he  received  a wound 
which  disabled  him  from  further  service  in  the 
field,  but  he  was  on  detail  service  in  the  commis- 
sary department  until  the  close  of  the  war.  He 
surrendered  at  Grenada,  Miss.,  and  almost  imme- 
diately came  west  with  his  father,  one  sister  and  a 
niece,  and  settled  in  Clark  County,  where  he  was 
married  the  following  year  to  Lauretta  C.,  daugli- 
ter  of  Henry  and  Martha  Randolph,  who  came 
from  Tennessee  to  Clark  County  in  an  early  day, 
and  here  died  when  Mrs.  Pullen  was  a small  child. 
She  and  Mr.  Pullen  have  five  children — three  sons 
and  two  daughters.  They  are  now  living  on  a 
fine  farm  of  280  acres,  and  have  100  acres  under 
cultivation.  Mr.  Pullen  has  also  followed  a mer- 
cantile life  during  this  time  until  within  a few 
years.  Pie  is  a Democrat,  and  his  wife  belongs  to 
the  Missionary  Baptist  Church. 

John  B.  Randle.  In  giving  the  history  of 
Clark  County  and  the  names  of  its  prominent  men. 
that  of  John  B.  Randle  should  not  be  omitted. 
He  was  born  four  miles  west  of  Arkadelphia,  Clark 
County.  Ark.,  January  22,  1853,  and  is  the  sou  of 
Edward  and  Mary  H.  (Bozeman)  Randle,  natives 
of  Georgia  and  Alabama,  respectively,  both  of 
whom  are  still  living,  residing  in  Okolona.  this 
county,  the  former  over  sixty  years  of  age.  Mr. 
Randle  came  to  Arkansas  from  Georgia  in  1839, 
locating  in  Arkadelphia  when  that  town  was  a ham- 
let consisting  of  three  shanties.  He  was  an' edu- 
cated man.  a lawyer  by  profession,  and  had  prac- 
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ticed  law  in  Georgia  previous  to  his  removal  to 
Arkansas.  On  arriving  in  Arkadelphia  he  imme- 
diately resumed  the  practice  of  his  profession, 
being  the  first  lawyer  in  this  county,  and  continued 
to  practice  law  for  several  years,  when  he  turned 
his  attention  to  farming,  at  which  he  has  since 
continued,  lie  still  practices  law  successfully  in 
connection  with  farming.  In  18S2  he  went  to 
Florida,  and  was  in  the  orange  growing  business 
i there  for  three  years,  but  is  now  a resident  of 
Okolona.  He  participated  in  the  late  war,  serving 
two  years  east  of  the  Mississippi  River,  and  the 
balance  of  the  time  west  of  the  river,  and  took  part 
in  many  battles,  Corinth  and  others.  He  and  wife 
have  been  members  of  the  Missionary  Baptist 
i Church  for  many  years,  and  are  zealous  workers 
in  the  same.  Mr.  Randle  is  a Mason.  Politically 
he  is  a thoroughbred  Democrat.  The  family  are 
of  Irish  descent.  Mrs.  Randle  is  the  daughter  of 
Col.  M.  Bozeman,  one  of  the  first  settlers  of  the 
county,  who  came  to  Arkansas  from  Alabama  when 
his  daughter  was  a child  of  two  years,  and  when 
this  part  of  Arkansas  was  a "howling  wilderness.” 

| He  was  a prominent  citizen  and  was  highly  re- 
spected by  all  who  knew  him.  He  died  in  this 
county.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Randle  had  a family  of 
fourteen  children,  seven  of  whom  are  still  living, 
j the  subject  of  this  sketch  being  the  third  child. 

| He  was  reared  and  educated  in  this  county,  work- 
ing on  his  father’s  farm  until  he  had  reached 
his  twentieth  year,  when  he  commenced  farm- 
ing for  himself,  and  continued  farming  for  five 
years.  In  1S79  he  entered  the  employ  of  E. 
A.  "Whitmore,  remaining  with  him  for  two  years, 
then  worked  one  year  for  S.  Ehrlich;  next  he  was 
in  the  employ  of  "Whitmore  & Norman  for  two 
years,  then  the  Gurdon  Lumber  Company  for  three 
years.  He  next  entered  the  employ  of  AVhitmore 
and  then  Ehrlich  Mr.  Ehrlich  failed,  and  he  wTas 
appointed  custodian  by  the  sheriff  of  Clark  County, 
to  close  out  the  stock  of  goods.  In  1SS7  he  was 
appointed  postmaster  at  Gurdon,  and  served  in 
this  capacity,  also  carrying  a stock  of  stationery, 
etc.,  until  August,  1SS9,  when  the  office  wras  given 
to  a Republican.  He  has  recently  built  a hand- 
some brick  building,  and  in  February  of  this  year 
opened  up  a general  store,  and  his  prospects  for 
the  future  are  very  bright.  February  7,  1877,  he 
was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Mary  E. , daughter 
of  Dr.  W.  J.  McAlpin,  a native  of  Tennessee,  and 
the  fruits  of  this  union  have  been  two  children, 
viz.:  Dixie  Snow  (who  is  still . living)  aud  Flora 
Daisy  (who  died  when  six  years  of  age).  Mrs.  Randle 
is  a member  of  the  Missionary  Baptist  Church,  hnd 
is  an  earnest  Christian  woman.  In  secret  societies 


Mr.  Randle  is  a K.  of  II. , being  the  financial  re- 
porter of  his  lodge,  and  belongs  to  the  I.  O.  O.  F. 
Politically  he  is  a stanch  Democrat,  and  is  one  of 
the  prominent  men  of  this  place,  taking  an  active 
interest  in  all  enterprises  for  the  good  of  the  corn- 
m unity. 

Maj.  J.  A.  Ross,  ex-Senator.  was  born  in  Dal- 
las County,  Ala.,  October  2(3,  1838,  being  a son  of 
Drury  H.  and  Mary  (Hood)  Ross,  natives  of  the 
•‘Blue  Grass”  and  the  "Old  North  State.”  re- 
spectively. They  became  residents  of  Alabama  in 
an  early  day,  and  in  that  State  were  married  and 
made  their  home  until  1840,  when  they  came  to 
Clark  County,  Ark.,  the  journey  being  made  in 
wagons.  They  located  in  alrout  the  center  of  Clark 
County  on  a farm,  and  from  here  the  father  en- 
listed in  the  Confederate  army  in  18*31,  and  was 
killed  in  a skirmish  in  Pike  County,  holding  the 
rank  of  lieutenant  at  the  time  of  his  death.  His 
widow  and  three  children  survive  him,  one  child 
having  died  in  childhood.  The  subject  of  this 
sketch  was  the  eldest  of  the  family,  and  his  early 
education  was  received  in  the  common  schools  of 
Clark  County,  and  iu  an  academy  at  Washington, 
Ark.  From  his  earliest  childhood  he  was  familiar 
with  the  duties  of  farm  life,  but  when  only  a youth 
he  determined  to  make  the  law  a profession,  and 
as  a means  to  this  end  earnestly  studied  such  books 
as  came  in  his  way.  In  1860  he  was  admitted  to 
the  bar,  but  owing  to  the  opening  of  the  Rebel- 
lion he  gave  up  his  practice  to  enlist  in  the  Hemp- 
stead Rifles  as  a private,  and  being  promoted  on 
several  different  occasions,  he  held  the  commission 
of  major  at  the  close  of  the  war.  He  received 
several  slight  wounds,  and  one  severe  wound  on 
July  20,  1804,  by  a gun  shot  at  Peach  Tree  Creek, 
and  for  several  weeks  was  an  inmate  of  a hospital. 
Ho  was  captured  in  front  of  Nashville,  December 
15,  1861.  and  was  kept  in  the  famous  prison  at 
Johnston’s  Island  for  about  six  months,  when  he 
got  a special  release.  At  the  close  of  the  war  he 
returned  to  Clark  County,  turned  his  sword  into  a 
plowshare,  aud  the  occupation  of  agriculture  has 
received  his  attention  up  to  the  present  time.  He 
was  a member  of  the  constitutional  convention 
of  1874,  and  was  circuit  clerk  of  Clark  County 
for  a period  of  eight  years,  and  also  served  one 
term  as  State  Senator  from  the  Thirty-first  District, 
in  all  of  which  he  discharged  his  duties  iu  a very 
able  and  efficient  manner,  and  to  the  entire  satis- 
faction of  all  his  constitutents.  He  has  always 
been  one  of  the  very  first  to  identify  himself  with 
worthy  enterprises,  and  is  now  ranked,  and  de- 
servedly so,  as  one  of  the  eminent  men  of  South- 
ern Arkansas.  He  is  president  of  the  District 
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Fair  Association,  is  a director  in  the  Clark  County 
Co-operative  Association,  and  belongs  to  the  Ma- 
sonic fraternity  and  the  Farmers’  Alliance.  Al- 
though he  is  a very  large  real  estate  holder,  his  land 
is  mostly  in  a wild  state,  but  for  some  time  he  has 
been  engaged  in  tire  manufacture  of  drain  tile,  and 
deserves  a great  deal  of  credit  for  his  system  and  en- 
terprise in  this  matter.  His  product  is  of  a tine 
quality,  and  is  now  well  distributed  throughout  the 
county.  On  July  21,  1805,  he  was  married  to 
Miss  Mattie  K.  Iloss.  by  whom  he  became  the 
father  of  seven  children:  Drury  H.,  Thomas  A., 
Levin,  D.  Carroll,  Robert  R.,  Josie  and  Mary. 
His  second  and  present  wife  was  Mrs.  M.  T. 
Crouch. 

William  P.  Ross  is  the  president  of  the  Okolona 
Mercantile  Company,  which  was  established  on  the 
1st  of  January,  1890,  being  incorporated  with  a paid- 
up  capital  of  §15,000.  It  is  one  of  the  leading  mer- 
cantile establishments  of  the  county,  and  is  amply 
equipped  with  everything  which  the  heart  of  man 
can  desire.  Mr.  Ross  was  born  in  Clark  County, 
Ark.,  on  the  1st  of  February,  1847,  and  is  a son 
of  William  R.  and  Nancy  (Peeples)  Ross,  who  were 
born  in  Alabama,  but  were  married  in  Clark 
County,  Ark.,  whither  they  had  come  when  quite 
young,  and  here  spent  the  rest  of  their  lives.  The 
mother  died  when  the  subject  of  this  sketch  was 
an  infant,  and  the  father  afterward  wedded  Eliza 
Sloan,  by  whom  he  became  the  father  of  eight  chil- 
dren. He  was  one  of  the  lirst  settlers  of  the  county, 
became  a substantial  citizen,  and  until  his  death, 
which  occurred  in  1.871,  he  was  a worthy  tiller  of 
the  soil.  He  was  a member  of  the  A.  F.  & A.  M., 
and  was  a son  of  Peter  Ross,  who  came  from  Ala- 
bama to  Clark  County  at  an  early  day,  and  died 
nine  miles  from  the  town  of  Arkadelphia,  on  a farm 
on  which  he  had  settled  and  cleared.  The  maternal 
grandfather,  Michael  Bozeman,  also  came  from 
Alabama  to  Clark  County.  Ark.,  and  on  his  farm, 
which  was  situated  six  miles  from  Arkadelphia.  he 
made  his  home  the  rest  of  his  life.  He  was  quite 
a prominent  man  in  the  early  history  of  the  State, 
and  besides  being  a member  of  the  first  State  Con- 
stitutional Convention,  he  served  in  the  General 
Assembly  of  the  State  for  some  years,  and  was  in 
one  of  the  early  Indian  wars.  He  passed  to  his 
long  home  in  1883.  The  subject  of  this -sketch  was 
the  only  child  born  to  his  father's  first  union,  and 
after  his  mother’s  death  he  was  taken  to  rear  by 
his  grandfather  Bozeman,  who  brought,  him  up  to 
a farm  life,  and  gave  him  the  benefit  of  a common- 
school  education.  In  1861  he  left  the  shelter  of 
his  father's  roof  to  take  up  arms  in  defense  ol  the 
Southern  cause,  and  became  a member  of  the  Fourth 


Arkansas  Battalion,  commanded  by  Col.  Terry,  and 
was  in  the  engagements  at  Belmont,  Ky.,  Shiloh, 
Term.,  Richmond,  Ky. , Slielbyville  and  Murfrees- 
boro, Tenn.  After  the  last  named  engagement  he 
was  discharged,  on  account  of  ill  health,  and  came 
home,  but  soon  after  joined  Fagan’s  command  of 
cavalry,  and  operated  in  Arkansas  and  Missouri. 
He  was  at  Poison  Springs,  Mark's  Mill  and  Jen- 
kins' Ferry,  and  was  with  Price  on  his  raid  through 
Arkansas,  Missouri,  Kansas  and  the  Indian  Terri- 
tory. After  the  final  surrender  he  farmed  until 
1868,  .then  opened  a mercantile  establishment,  in 
Okolona,  and  during  1870-71  was  in  the  warehouse 
business  at  Camden.  After  some  time  he 'returned 
to  Okolona,  and  shortly  after  again  opened  a mer- 
cantile house  here,  which  he  has  ever  since  suc- 
cessfully managed.  The  firm  was  first  Ross  A 
Weaver,  then  became  Ross  & Son,  then  Ross  A 
Weir,  next  W.  P.  Ross  A Ilro. , the  next  change 
being  to  W.  P.  Ross  A Co.,  and  in  January.  1885. 
the  firm  of  Ross  A Hayes  was  established,  and  for 
five  years  did  an  exceedingly  prosperous  business, 
the  sales  during  1889  amounting  to  about.  §65,000. 
Besides  this  he  is  the  owner  of  about  1,200  acres 
of  land,  with  some  600  under  cultivation,  and  a 
fine  home  and  business  property  in  Okolona,  the 
most  of  which  has  been  obtained  by  his  own  per- 
sonal efforts.  In  January,  1890,  he  purchased  the 
Arkansas  Messenger,  a paper  which  was  published 
at  Okolona.  and  changed  the- name  to  the  Okolona 
Messenger,  and  has  since  owned  and  operated  it 
in  the  interest  of  the  Democratic  party,  of  which 
he  is  a stanch  member.  He  is  past  dictator  in  the 
K.  of  II.,  Okolona  Lodge  No.  3356,  and  he  and 
wife,  whose  maiden  name  was  Alice  Sloan,  and 
whom  he  married  September  25,  1873,  are  mem- 
bers of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  South. 
Mrs.  Ross  is  a daughter  of  Thomas  B.  and  Mis- 
souri Sloan,  who  were  very  early  settlers  of  Clark 
County,  Ark.,  where  Mrs.  Sloan  still  lives.  Mr. 
Sloan  was  sheriff  of  Clark  County  for  eight  or  ten 
years,  and  was  filling  this  position  at  the  time  of 
his  death,  which  occurred  August  13,  1882.  Mrs. 
Ross  was  born  in  this  county,  and  she  has  borne 
Mr.  Ross  seven  children,  three  sons  and  two  daugh- 
ters living. 

William  J.  Rowe,  farmer.  Greenville  Township. 
Clark  County.  Upon  reaching  the  age  when  it 
became  necessary  for  him  to  choose  some  calling 
in  life  to  which  he  would  afterward  adhere  as  his 
chosen  occupation,  Mr.  Rowe  at  once  wisely  adopt- 
ed agricultural  pursuits,  and  this  has  continued  to 
receive  his  attention.  As  well  known  as  he  is  it  is 
unnecessary  for  us  to  add  what  the  results  of  these 
years  of  labor  have  been.  He  was  born  in  Law- 
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rence  County,  Ala.,  on  the  5th  of  September.  1830,  | 
and  is  the  son  of  John  and  Elizabeth  (Rhodes)  j 
Rowe.  John  Rowe  was  a native  of  South  Caro- 
lina, was  a farmer  by  occupation,  and  followed  j 
this  all  his  life.  He  was  married  in  his  native 
State  about  1810,  and  became  the  father  of  eleven 
children,  four  of  whom  are  now  living:  Pearson  1 
(a  farmer  residing  in  this  county),  John  W.  (also  a 
farmer  in  this  county),  Elizabeth  (widow  of  Na-  ; 
thaniel  Betchler)  and  William  J.  The  father  of 
| these  children  emigrated  to  Tennessee,  thence  to  i 
Alabama,  and  there  resided  until  his  death  in 
18-18.  The  mother  died  in  1853.  The  paternal 
grandfather,  Benjamin  Rowe,  was  in  the  Revolu- 
tionary War,  and  drew  a pension  up  to  the  time  of 
his  death,  which  occurred  when  he  was  nearly  a 
hundred  years  old.  William  J.  Rowe  was  married 
to  Miss  Mary  J-  Conway,  of  Lawrence  county, 
Ala.,  in  1853,  and  they  became  the  parents  of  two 
children,  one  now  living — Martha  Y.  (wife  of  VT. 
M.  Lee.  a farmer  living  in  this  county).  Mrs. 
Rowe  died  in  1856  in  full  communion  with  the  , 
Baptist  Church.  Mr.  Rowe’s  second  marriage  oc- 
curred in  Clark  County,  Ark.,  in  1864,  to  Miss 
Melissa  C.  Rodgers,  and  to  them  has  been  born  one 
child,  Melissa  E.,  wife  of  T.  N.  Gill,  a planter  liv- 
ing in  this  county.  The  second  Mrs.  Rowe  died 
in  1869,  and  she  was  also  a member  of  the  Baptist  : 
Church.  Mr.  Rowe  was  married  to  his  third  wife. 
Miss  Priscilla  Malcom,  in  1870,  and  they  became 
the  parents  of  eight  children — five  sons  and  three 
daughters,  three  only  now  living:  Alice  C. , James 
C.  and  Susan  E.  Mr.  Rowe  emigrated  from  Ala- 
bama to  Arkansas  in  185G,  settled  in  Clark  County, 
and  bought  eighty  acres  of  land.  He  settled  in 
the  woods,  began  improving  and  adding  to  his 
land,  until  he  now  owns  G50  acres  of  good  farming- 
land,  with  350  acres  under  cultivation.  He  built 
a good  steam  cotton-gin  in  1870,  and  this  has  run 
each  season  since.  His  wife  is  a native  of  Georgia, 
born  in  Walton  County  in  1852,  and  her  father  is 
a planter,  residing  in  Clark  County,  Ark.  She 
came  to  Arkansas  with  her  parents  when  but  two 
years  of  age,  and  here  she  has  since  remained. 
Mr.  Rowe  was  in  the  late  war.  He  enlisted  in 
Company  F (cavalry),  in  1861,  under  Capt.  Harri- 
son Flanagin;  was  in  the  battles  of  Oak  Hill. 
Prairie  Grove,  Pea  Ridge,  and  served  in  the  Con- 
federate service  until  1865.  He  surrendered  at 
Washington,  Hempstead  County,  Ark.  Returning 
home  he  engaged  in  farming  again,  and  in  1870 
was  elected  justice  of  the  peace  of  Greenville 
Township,  which  position  he  held  until  1876.  He 
j is  a member  of  the  Masonic  order,  and' he  and  wife 
are  members  of  the  Baptist  Church,  of  which  he  is 
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a deacon.  Politically  he  is  a Democrat,  dyed  in 
the  wool. 

Isaac  N.  Runyan,  merchant,  Amity,  Ark.  As 
a mag  of  business  Mr.  Runyan’s  name  and  fame 
is  co-extensivo  with  Clark  County  and  the  sur- 
rounding country,  and  he  is  much  esteemed  and 
respected  by  all  acquainted  with  him.  He  was 
born  in  Alabama,  and  his  father,  Isaac  Runyan, 
was  a participant  in  the  Creek  and  Seminole  war. 
By  occupation  the  latter  was  a farmer  and  black- 
smith. His  death  occurred  in  August,  1873.  I. 
N.  Runyan  started  out  in  life  for  himself  as  a 
farmer  in  1857,  and  later  engaged  in  mercantile 
pursuits  in  this  State.  In  1876  he  began  with  a 
stock  of  goods  valued  at  about  82,000,  and  now 
does  an  annual  mercantile  business  of  from  86,000 
to  815,000.  Mr.  Runyan  still  owns  his  farm,  which 
he  rents  to  tenants,  and  this  land  will  produce 
about  one-half  bale  of  cotton  to  the  acre  when 
properly  cultivated.  He  was  elected  to  the  office 
of  justice  of  the  peace  in  1874,  and  discharged  the 
duties  incumbent  upon  this  office  for  six  years, 
after  which  he  declined  re-election.  During  the 
late  war  he  enlisted  in  the  First  Arkansas  Cavalry, 
Company  K,  in  1862,  and  was  assigned  to  the 
Trans  Mississippi  Department.  He  was  in  Gen. 
Price’s  raid  through  Missouri,  and  was  one  of  the 
sharpshooters.  After  this  he  was  at  Camden  for 
six  or  seven  weeks  when  he  received  a furlough 
home.  He  came  to  this  section  in  1874,  and  set- 
tled on  his  present  property.  He  was  married  in 
December,  1858,  to  Miss  R.  E.  Roberson,  daugh- 
ter of  N.  Roberson,  of  Mississippi,  who  was  a 
farmer,  and  who  died  in  1804.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Runyan  were  born  nine  children;  five  are  still  liv- 
ing— two  sons  and  three  daughters:  Henry  J. 
(married  Miss  E.  S.  P.  Crossley),  Mary  A.  (wife 
of  Dr.  J.  H.  King,  of  Clark  County),  William  T. 
(who  married  Miss  Ann  Holiingshead,  of  Clark 
County),  Zodie  (now  the  wife  of  D.  J.  Kennedy,  a 
merchant  of  Hot  Springs)  and  Mattie.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Runyan  are  members  of  the  Methodist  Epis- 
copal Church,  South,  and  the  children  are  members 
of  the  same.  Mr.  Runyan  is  a member  of  the 
Masonic  fraternity,  and  in  his  political  views  affil- 
iates with  the  Democratic  party.  He  contributes 
liberally  to  all  enterprises  of  importance. 

Dr.  Richard  H.  L.  Rutherford,  physician, 
Hollywood,  Ark.  Archibald  Hamilton  Ruther- 
ford, the  father  of  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  was 
born  in  Smith  County,  Tenn. , on  the  14th  of  No- 
vember, 1811,  and  died  in  Grant  County.  Ark.,  on 
the  9th  of  December,  1888,  at  the  age  of  seventy- 
seven  years  and  twenty-five  days.  He  came  of 
sturd v Scotch  ancestry,  whose  emigration  to  this 
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country  was  prior  to  the  Revolutionary  War.  The 
family  settled  in  Goochland  County,  Ya. , in  1747, 
and  a number  of  its  members  still  reside  around 
the  ancestral  home  in  the  Old  Dominion.  In 
1805  his  father,  William  B.  Rutherford,  moved 
with  his  family  to  Smith  County,  Tenn. , and  there 
he  received  his  final  summons.  He  died  in  1825. 
His  wife,  whose  maiden  name  was  Margaret  51. 
Parrish,  survived  him  a number  of  years  and  died 
in  1854,  at  the  advanced  age  of  eighty-four  years. 
Archibald  H.  Rutherford  was  reared  to  the  arduous 
duties  of  the  farm,  and  received  such  educational 
advantages  as  the  schools  of  that  day  afforded. 
In  1831  he  came  to  Arkansas,  whither  his  brother 
Samuel  had  preceded  him  in  the  year  1817,  re- 
sided a year  in  Little  Rock,  and  then  moved  to 
Clark  County,  where  he  lived  for  seven  years. 
While  there  he  engaged  in  merchandising,  and  at 
the  same  time  studied  law.  In  1833  he  was 
elected  county  judge  of  Clark  County,  and  in  1835 
he  was  elected  clerk  of  the  circuit  court,  and  re- 
elected to  the  same  office  in  1836.  One  year  later 
he  was  elected  a member  of  the  Legislature  of  the 
State,  to  till  an  unexpired  term,  and  was  re  elected 
in  1838  and  again  in  1840.  He  was  admitted  to 
the  bar  in  1S38  and  in  1841  was  appointed  deputy 
clerk  of  the  United  States  court  at  Little  Rock, 
which  position  he  held  until  1845.  Mr.  Ruther- 
ford was  one  of  the  Democratic  leaders,  and  the 
Democratic  organ  for  the  State  was  the  Arkansas 
Banner.  He  was  selected  by  his  party  to  con 
trol  it,  and  he  edited  it  with  marked  ability  and 
force  during  1845  and  1846.  In  1847  he  went 
with  his  brother,  S.  M.  Rutherford,  superintend- 
ent of  Indian  affairs,  Southwestern  Territory,  to 
the  Territory,  and  remained  there  until  the  fall  of 
1840,  when  lie  returned  to  Fort  Smith.  Ark., 
where  he  engaged  in  the  practice  of  law  with  Ben. 
T.  Duval  until  1855.  In  December  of  the  previous 
year  he  was  elected  treasurer  of  the  State  of  Ar- 
kansas, which  position  he  held  until  1857.  In 
1856  he  was  appointed  by  Gov.  Conway,  superin- 
tendent and  instructor  of  the  State  penitentiary; 
also  private  secretary  to  the  governor,  and  during 
a portion  of  the  latter's  term  he  was  also  acting 
secretary  of  the  State.  In  1850  he  was  appointed 
clerk  of  the  district  and  circuit  courts  of  the  United 
States  for  the  Eastern  District  of  Arkansas,  which 
office  he  resigned  in  1860.  He  was  a State’s  Dem- 
ocrat of  the  Calhoun  school,  and  warmly  and  ably 
advocated  the  election  of  Breckinridge  to  the  presi- 
dency in  the  memorable  contest  preceding  the  war. 
At  this  time  he  was  engaged  in  writing  for- the 
Arkansas  True  Democrat,  a paper  in  which  he 
had  an  interest,  and  at  that  time  the  ablest  and 


[ most  influential  journal  in  the  Southwest,  outside 
| of  New  Orleans,  and  which  had  an  immense  circu- 
| lation.  He  took  a firm  and  decided  stand  for 
I Southern  rights  and  State  sovereignty,  and  was  an 
i inveterate  foe  of  Northern  aggression.  In  1861 
he  was  appointed  Confederate  States  receiver  for 
; the  Eastern  District  of  Arkansas,  an  office  of  great 
responsibility  and  trust,  which  he  held  until  the 
death  of  the  Confederacy.  During  the  war  he  re- 
moved his  family  to  Texas,  but  remained  himself 
! the  greater  portion  of  the  time  in  Arkansas  in  dis- 
: charge  of  his  duties  as  a public  functionary.  He 
has  two  sons  in  the  Confederate  army,  one  a sur- 
] geon  and  the  other  a member  of  the  celebrated 
i ‘‘Woodruff’s  Battery.”  After  the  war  he  had  lit- 
! tie  to  do  with  politics  in  an  active  way,  but  gave 
his  attention  principally  to  farming.  He  was  twice 
married;  his  first  wife  died  in  1888,  leaving  two 
I children,  both  of  whom  are  now  living;  Dr.  R. 

H.  L.  Rutherford  (subject  of  this  sketch)  and  Mrs. 
j M.  E,  Rowland,  of  Alexander,  Ark.  His  second 
| marriage  was  to  Miss  Mary  Lewis,  who  died  in  No- 
vember, 1854,  leaving  four  children,  two  of  whom 
are  living:  E.  P.  Rutherford,  of  Clarksville,  Tex. , 

| and  C.  L. , who  was  residing  with  his  father  at  the 
| time  of  the  letter’s  death.  The  character  of  Mr. 

! Rutherford  was  above  reproach,  and  he  was  a man 
| who  would  “feel  a stain  upon  his  personal  honor 
! like  a wound.”  His  whole  life  was  an  exempliti- 
j cation  of  the  purest  and  most  exalted  principles, 
j He  was  faithful  to  every  trust,  and  devotion  to 
duty  was  his  watchword.  He  lived  and  died  a 
i sincere  and  active  member  of  the  Christian  Church, 
with  which  he  had  been  connected  for  fifty-four 
j years.  He  was  a good  man,  in  the  fullest  sense 
of  the  word,  a kind  father,  a loving  husband  and 
a true  friend.  Dr.  R.  H.  L.  Rutherford,  the  sub- 
ject of  this  sketch  was  reared  and  trained  by  that 
good  man.  his  father,  and  it  is  but  natural  that  he 
should  inherit  some  of  the  predominant  characteris- 
j tics  of  that  gentleman.  He  was  born  in  Clark 
County.  Ark.,  on  the  30th  of  April,  1838,  and  in 
j 1874  was  married  to  Miss  Mary  E.  Stell,  a native 
j of  Pike  County.  Ark.,  born  on  the  30th  of  April, 

I 1858,  and  the  daughter  of  Armstrong  A.  and  Em- 
ily Wingfield  Stell.  To  the  Doctor  and  wife  were 
born  live  children,  four  now  living:  Charles  II., 

William  C . Verna  L.  and  Stell.  Dr.  Rutherford 
received  his  scholastic  training  during  a three 
: years’  course  at  that  well-known  and  justly  famous 
site  of  learning,  “The  Cumberland  University 
• of  Lebanon,  Tennessee,”  "The  St.  Andrews.” 

: a superior  Catholic  college  located  where  he  then 
lived  at  Fort  Smith.  Ark.  ( which  city,  although  on 
I the  Indian  Nation’s  border  line,  was  then  one  of 
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the  most  prosperous  and  promising,  as  it  is  now  J 
one  of  the  greater  of  the  principal  cities  in  Arkan- 
sas), and  he  concluded  the  laying  of  his  general  | 
literary  foundation,  upon  which  was  to  be  buikled  j 
Ids  future  achievements,  in  the  collegiate  depart- 
ment of  “‘The  Arkansas  College,”  of  Fayetteville,  i 
Ark.,  under  the  splendid  tutelage  of  Prof.  Robert  j 
Graham,  its  then  president  (who  was  pronounc- 
edly one  amongst  the  most  erudite,  progressive  j 
and  successful  educators,  whose  labors  ever  shed  1 
luster  upon  and  gave  caste  to  any  Southern  acad-  : 
emy  of  learning),  graduating  at  that  college  in  i 
1856.  Thus  grounded,  and  thus  superbly  equipped 
as  a scholar,  the  natural  bent  of  mind  and  the  j 
studious  habits  of  our  subject  impelled  him,  when  j 
in  the  eighteenth  year  of  his  age,  to  select  as  a field 
for  his  future  achievements  the  profession  of  med-  ; 
icine.and  after  four  years  of  unremitting  application  j 
in  the  effort  to  explore  in  all  of  their  ramifications  1 
the  occult  minutiae  of  “ the  healing  art,”  when  he  \ 
had  attended  in  1859  and  1860  the  lectures  and  ! 
courses  at  the  Medical  College  of  Nashville,  Tenn..  j 
he  then  obtained,  with  distinction,  his  deserved  di 
ploma  from  that  unsurpassed  temple  of  Galenic 
wisdom.  Thence  returning  to  his  “ native  heath,” 
his  abilities  as  a physician  and  surgeon,  as  well  as  j 
his  energies  as  a man,  were  at  once  called  into  j 
play,  and  a large  well-paying  practice  for  one  of  | 
his  age  and  experience  forthwith  followed,  as  ! 
surely  and  as  naturally  as  effect  follows  the  j 
cause,  for  he  was  a born  doctor,  and  the  true  phy- 
sician, like  the  real  poet,  can  not  be  made  unless 
there  be  underlying  native  aptitude.  As  indicative  of 
the  proficiency  in  his  profession  which  Dr.  Ruther- 
ford had  attained  at  the  time  of  the  commencement 
of  the  late  war,  which  immediately  followed  the 
early  manipulation  by  him  of  the  “scalpel.”  it 
might  be  mentioned  here,  that  when  in  1862  from  j 
headquarters  of  the  National  Southern  Govern- 
ment, an  order  emanated  for  the  establishment  of 
“medical  boards”  in  all  the  Southern  States,  to 
be  composed  of  the  ablest,  most  eminent  doctors 
in  all  that  profession,  whose  duty  it  should  be. 
thoroughly  and  rigidly  to  examine  (and  license 
such  as  were  found  qualified  only)  all  surgeons 
throughout  the  Southern  States,  whilst  hundreds 
compelled  to  undergo  such  examinations,  which 
were  as  rigid  exhaustive  and  merciless  as  medical 
knowledge  and  professional  pride  and  duty  could 
formulate — while  hundreds  at  the  hands  of  that 
“State  Board  of  Examining  Physicians,”  of  which 
in  Arkansas  the  eminent  Dr.  P.  O.  Hooper,  at 
Eittlo  Rock,  was  the  capable  president,  utterly 
failed  to  meet  its  approval,  and  very  many  supposed 
capable  practitioners  were  peremptorily  denied  the 


right  to  ply  their  vocation,  Dr.  Rutherford  then, 
not  only  easily  withstood  this  crucial  ordeal,  but 
with  honors,  was  assigned  to  an  exalted  and  a most 
responsible  position  in  the  hospital  department  of 
the  Confederate  army,  which  position  throughout 
the  entire  war  he  maintained  uninterruptedly,  with 
great  advantage  to  the  country,  and  indeed,  with 
such  unqualified  approval  by  the  Government, 
that  there  can  be  no  doubt,  he  could,  without 
effort  on  his  part  to  do  so,  have  retained  the  posi- 
tion permanently  in  the  regular  army,  had  South- 
ern arms  triumphed  in  that  struggle.  At  the  dis- 
integration of  the  Confederate  forces,  the  Doctor 
returned  to  his  native  State;  and.  continuing  as  he 
has  since  done  in  the  active  practice  of  his  learned 
profession,  is  now  known  to  be,  and  is  confessedly 
one  of  the  most  eminent  and  successful  physicians 
in  this  section  of  country.  In  connection  with  bis 
practice,  the  Doctor  is  also  engaged  in  farming, 
owning  as  he  does,  some  200  acres  of  good  land, 
of  which  about  forty  acres  are  under  cultivation, 
Nor  should  we  fail  to  mention,  before  concluding 
this  sketch,  that  the  Doctor  inherited  from  his  tal- 
lented  father  the  happy  faculty  of  expressing  his 
thoughts  with  ease  and  elegance  in  written  compo- 
sition; and  he  has  frequently  contributed  to  numer- 
ous journals  in  bis  locality  entertaining  and  in- 
structive articles  on  the  various  subjects  which 
from  time  to  time  have  claimed  his  attention  and 
engaged  his  thought.  Although  seemingly  uncon- 
scious of  the  fact,  it  is  nevertheless  true,  that  he 
is  a most  agreeable  writer,  and  upon  occasion  can 
wield  a trenchant  and  caustic  pen,  his  command 
of  language  being  especially  ample  and  noticeable, 
and  his  style  forceful.  Mrs.  Rutherford  is  a mem- 
ber of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  South.  In 
politics  the  Doctor  is  “ a chip  off  of  the  old  block  ” 
also,  and  while  not  a member  of  any  church,  his 
stanch  and  rigid  ideas  of  strict  morality,  anil  bis  1 
natural  amiableness  of  disposition,  as  common  re- 
pute has  it  of  him,  justifies  us  in  concluding  this 
article  with  the  assertion  that  he  is  at  heart,  a 
good  man. 

J.  C.  Saunders  is  one  of  the  oldest  and  most 
successful  of  the  merchants  of  Arkadelphia,  Ark., 
and  ever  since  his  residence  in  Clark  County  he  has 
been  deeply  interested  in  her  welfare.  He  was 
born  in  Alabama,  in  the  month  of  August,  1839, 
and  is  a son  of  John  D.  and  Cordelia  (Heard) 
Saunders,  the  former  a Virginian  and  the  latter  a 
native  of  Georgia.  In  March.  1810,  the  family 
emigrated  to  Arkansas  and  came  to  Arkadelphia 
on  the  first  steam  boat  that  ever  landed  here,  called 
the  “Dinn,  ” a very  small  boat.  The  negroes  that 
they  owned  all  came  through  on  horseback.  The 
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town  of  Arkadclphia  then  consisted  of  about  three 
houses,  and  John  D.  Saunders  taught  the  first 
school  ever  taught  in  the  place.  He  was  a finely 
educated  gentleman,  and  while  a resident  of  Ala- 
bama followed  the  occupation  of  merchandising. 
During  the  Indian  AYar  of  1838,  he  was  captain  of 
a company,  at  which  time  all  the  women  and  chil- 
dren were  put  in  the  court-house  and  guarded  for 
several  days.  He  passed  to  his  long  home  in  1812, 
and  his  widow  in  1SSS,  in  her  seventy-fourth  year. 
She  was  the  mother  of  five  children,  three  of  whom 
are  living.  J.  C.  Saunders  was  only  six  months  old 
when  he  was  brought  to  Arkansas,  and  here  he  has 
spent  the  greater  portion  of  his  days,  and  after  ac- 
quiring a fair  education  in  the  common  schools  of 
[ Clark  County,  he  entered  Bethel  College,  Ivy.,  but 
| only  attended  one  year,  owing  to  the  opening  of  the 
I Rebellion.  Mr.  Saunders  enlisted  in  Capt.  Stark’s 
Company  (B),  First  Arkansas  Infantry,  the,  first 
J company  that  left  Clark  County,  'and  he  surren- 
dered at  the  close  of  the  war  as  adjutant  of  the 
Seventh  Arkansas  Cavalry.  He  was  in  the  first 
battle  at  Manasses,  but  upon  his  return  home  at 
the  close  of  the  war,  he  opened  a mercantile  estab- 
lishment, and  has  been  a very  successful  business 
I man  of  the  place  ever  since,  a period  of  about 
twenty-five  years.  The  firm  is  now  J.  C.  Saun- 
ders A Son,  and  they  are  doing,  as  they  have  ever 
done,  a thriving  trade.  In  18G3  Mr.  Saunders 
was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Theodocia  AI.  An- 
j derson,  a native  of  Alabama,  by  whom  he  lias  four 
| living  children:  John  B.  (associated  in  business 
with  his  father),  Charley,  Alary  and  Frank.  Air. 
Saunders  wedded  his  present  wife,  who  was  for- 
merly Aliss  Bessie  Earl,  in  February.  1SS2,  she 
being  a native  of  South  Carolina.  They  are  mem- 
bers of  the  Baptist  Church,  in  which  he  has  been 
a deacon  for  the  past  fifteen  years,  and  he  belongs 
to  the  K.  of  P.  He  has  been  a member  of  the 
town  council  for  eight  years,  a member  of  the 
school  board  for  ten  years,  and  is  always  found 
ready  arid  willing  to  advance  the  interests  of  his 
county. 

Jason  AI.  Shackelford  has  been  considered  one 
of  the  substantial  and  progressive  farmers  of  Clark 
County,  Ark.,  ever  since  locating  here,  and  is  con- 
ceded bv  all  to  be  intelligent  and  thoronghlv 
posted  on  all  public  matters.  He  was  born  in  Law- 
rence County,  Tenn..  in  1835,  and  is  a son  of  Will- 
iam H.  and  Martha  E.  ( Westmorland)  Shackelford, 
their  native  States  being,  in  all  probability,  South 
Carolina  and  Tennessee,  respectively.  After  their 
marriage  they  lived  in  (files  and  Lawrence  Coun- 
ties, Term.,  but  in  the  winter  of  1841-45  they 
removed  to  Mississippi,  and  in  1855  took  up  their 


abiding  place  in  Clark  County,  Ark.,  moving  af- 
terward to  Nevada  County,  where  Mr.  Shackelford 
died  in  1873,  still  survived  by  bis  widow.  In  ad- 
dition to  following  the  life  of  a.  merchant  while  in 
Tennessee,  Air.  Shackelford  also  tilled  the  soil, 
which  occupation  received  his  entire  attention  after 
he  came  to  Arkansas.  Jason  AI.  Shackelford  was 
one  of  a very  large  family  of  children,  and  in  his 
early  days  received  a fair  education  in  the  common 
schools  of  his  native  State.  In  185G  he  was  mar- 
ried, ip  Tennessee,  to  Eliza,  daughter  of  G.  Y\'.  and 
Nancy  Richards.  She  was  born  in  Lawrence  Coun- 
ty, Tenn.,  and  died  on  the  25th  of  November,  iSGS, 
leaving,  besides  her  sorrowing  husband,  two  sons 
and  two  daughters  to  mourn  her  loss.  Air.  Shack- 
elford’s second  marriage  took  place  in  1869,  tire 
maiden  name  of  his  wife  being  Sarah  E.  Elsberry, 
a daughter  of  Joseph  and  Caroline  Elsberry. 
She  was  born  in  Georgia,  and  died  on  the  1 ith  of 
July.  1882,  leaving  one  son.  In  1882  Air.  Shack- 
elford took  for  his  third  wife  Airs.  Emma  Steward, 
nee  Dickerson,  a native  of  Louisiana,  and  four 
daughters  have  blessed  their  union.  Since  the  date 
of  his  first  marriage  Air.  Shackelford  has  resided  in 
the  neighborhood  in  which  he  now  lives,  and  since 
1879  has  occupied  his  present  farm,  which  com- 
prises 240  acres  of  fine  land,  about  1G0  of  which  are 
under  cultivation.  He  also  owns  a good  steam  cot- 
ton gin  and  grist-mill,  and  the  manner  in  which  he 
has  acquired  his  present  property  denotes  him  to  be 
a good  financier  and  thoroughly  posted  on  matters 
pertaining  to  agricultural  life.  From  1871  to  De- 
cember. 1889.  he  was  in  the  mercantile  business  at 
Okolona,  but  has  since  devoted  his  attention  to  his 
farm.  He  is  a Democrat,  has  been  a member  of  the 
A.  F.  A A.  AI.  since  1869,  Rob  AI orris  Lodge 
No.  106,  of  Okolona,  and  he  and  wife  are  members 
of  the  Christian  Church.  In  January,  1802,  he 
joined  Co.  A,  Twelfth  Arkansas  Infantry,  and  after 
the  fall  of  Island  No.  10,  he  was  transferred  to  the 
Sixth  Arkansas  Infantry,  hut  in  December.  1862. 
returned  to  his  original  command,  with  which  he 
served  until  it  was  disbanded  at  Alarshall,  Tex. 

James  Sloan  is  the  owner  of  a fine  farm  of  481 
acres  in  Clark  County,  Ark.,  and.  as  he  has  spent 
all  Ins  life  in  tilling  the  soil  and  has  been  depend- 
ent upon  his  own  exertions  for  a livelihood  since  he 
obtained  bis  majority,  he  has  become  well  and 
favorably  known  throughout  this  section  as  a lead- 
ing agriculturist.  He  was  born  on  the  farm  on 
which  he  is  now  living,  in  1842.  but  his  parents, 
James  and  Ann  (Tvnee)  Sloan,  were  born  in  the 
East,  the  former’s  birth  occurring  in  North  Caro- 
lina and  the  latter’s  in  Tennessee.  Upon  leaving 
his  native  State  Air.  Sloan  first  went  to  Aims.  uri. 
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then  came  to  Clark  County.  Ark.,  anti  was  a resi- 
dent of  that  county  at  the  time  of  his  second  mar-  ; 
riage,'  the  ceremony  taking  place  in  the  former 
county.  He  finally  settled  on  a woodland  farm  in 
Clark  County,  where  he  spent  the  remainder  of  his  , 
days,  his  death  occurring  in  1862.  his  last  wife 
dying  in  April,  1889.  They  were  Methodists  iu 
religion.  James  Sloan,  the  immediate  subject  of 
this  sketch,  was  the  second  of  four  children,  and  on 
the  farm  on  which  he  is  now  residing  he  was  reared, 
receiving  the  advantages  of  the  common  schools. 
He  served  for  a short  time  in  Reed’s  company  of 
State  troops  during  the  war,  and  was  in  the  engage- 
ment at  Poison  Springs.  In  1809  he  was  married 
to  Miss  Mary  F.,  a daughter  of  David  Steward, 
who  now  lives  in  Nevada  County.  Mrs.  Sloan  was 
born  in  Mississippi,  and  died  about  1881,  leaving 
one  son  aud  three  daughters  to  mourn  her  loss.  ! 
In  1888  Mr.  Sloan  married  his  present  wife,  whose 
maiden  name  was  Louisa  Woods,  a native  of  Titus 
County,  Tex.  Her  parents,  B.  F.  and  IT.  E. 
Woods,  were  born  in  Tennessee  and  Georgia,  re- 
spectively, their  marriage  taking  place  in  Titus  . 
County,  where  they  still  live.  Mr.  Woods  is  a 
farmer,  but  for  eight  or  ten  years  tilled  the  position 
of  clerk  of  Titus  County.  Mr.  Sloan  has  no 
knowledge  of  the  date  of  his  father’s  settlement  in 
Clark  County,  but  it  is  known  that  he  was  one  of 
the  very  first  settlers,  and  was  well  known  and 
highly  respected. 

Willis  S.  Smith,  M.  D , one  of  the  most  prom- 
inent old  settlers  of  Arkansas,  was  born  in  Todd 
County,  Kv.,  near  Elktou  {then  Logan  County), 
August  10,  1810,  the  fifth  of  twelve  children — nine 
sons  and  three  daughters — born  to  Millington  and 
Barbara  (Barton)  Smith,  natives  of  Edgecombe 
County,  N.  C.  They  were  married  in  Stewart 
County,  Tenn.,  and  in  1808  moved  from  Tennessee 
to  Western  Kentucky,  the  father  being  the  first 
man  to  begin  improvements  in  Russellville,  Ivy. 
In  1810,  the  same  year  the  subject  of  this  sketch 
was  born,  his  parents  moved  back  to  Stewart 
County  (where  Fort  Donelson  now  is),  and  in  1817 
removed  to  Johnson  County,  111.,  where  he  and 
wife  both  died,  the  former  in  1886  in  his  seventy- 
sixth  year,  and  the  latter  in  1832  at  the  age  of 
fifty-two  years.  They  were  both  members  of  the 
Baptist  Church  for  many  years,  and  were  zealous 
workers  iu  the  same.  In  politics  his  father  was 
opposed  to  Gen.  Jackson,  as  he  thought  he  (Jack- 
son)  was  too  much  of  a fighting  man  and  would 
ruin  the  country,  but  after  the  election  he  was  con- 
vinced that  Jackson  was  the  right  man  in  the  right 
place.  His  father,  Willis  Smith,  was  a Revolu- 
tionary soldier,  and  was  killed  at  Bunker  Hill.  He 


was  a son  of  George  Smith,  a native  of  Ireland, 
who  came  to  America  and  located  in  Edgecombe 
Count v,  N.  C. , where  he  died.  The  maternal  an- 
cestors of  our  subject  were  also  natives  of  Ireland. 
At  the  age  of  twenty  years  the  subject  of  this 
sketch  was  not  able  to  write,  and  could  barely  read 
and  spoil,  but  beginning  to  see  the  value  of  an  ed- 
ucation he,  iu  company  with  three  neighbor  boys, 
left  home  without  means  to  work  their  way  through 
college.  They  worked  their  way  to  Rockspring 
Theological  Seminary,  and  afterward  to  Shurtlitr 
College,  at  Upper  Alton,  built  their  own  house  and 
kept  bachelors’  hall,  taking  turns  at  cooking  and 
doing  the  work,  and  in  this  way  completed  the 
course.  Our  subject  commenced  a classical  course, 
but  soon  after  be  had  taken  up  this  the  college 
was  moved  to  Alton,  and  he  then  embarked  in 
teaching  school  at  Rockspring,  where  he  had  also 
attended  school,  but  learning  through  some  of  his 
pupils  who  lived  in  Clark  County,  Ark.,  of  the  de- 
sirability of  Arkansas  as  a place  of  residence,  he 
decided  to  come  to  this  State.  Accordingly  in 
Julv,  1832.  lie  went  to  Cape  Girardeau,  Mo.,  and 
taught,  school  for  one  term;  then  he  took  another 
school  six  miles  north  of  Jackson,  the  county  seat 
of  Cape  Girardeau  County,  and  then  April  2.  1833. 
started  for  Clark  County,  Ark.,  on  horseback,  in 
company  with  an  older  brother,  arriving  April  14. 
1833,  and  for  the  next  three  months  taught  school 
on  Okoloua's  present  site,  and  after  that  taught  a 
term  of  twelve  months  at  Rome  (or  where  that 
place  now  is).  He  then  turned  his  attention  to 
agricultural  pursuits.  In  1S35  he  wa§  elected 
sheriff  of  Clark  County,  and  served  in  this  eapac- 
itv  until  July  3.  1844,  when  he  resigned  the  office. 
While  serving  as  sheriff  he  had  taken  up  the  study 
of  medicine  under  A.  J.  Smith,  a younger  brother, 
who  had  graduated  at  Louisville  Medical  College. 
In  1858  and  1859  he  attended  college  at  Mem- 
phis, where  he  graduated  in  March,  1859.  He 
commenced  to  practice  his  profession  in  1845,  in 
Clark  County,  near  where  Rome  now  is.  In  1849 
he  moved  to  near  Whelen,  where  he  has  since  re- 
sided  with  the  exception  of  the  years  1855  to  185  i 
inclusive,  when  he  resided  at  Mount  Ida,  Mont- 
gomerv  Countv.  M hile  a resident  of  this  locality 
he  was  appointed  probate  judge  of  that  county  by 
Gov.  Conway.  He  was  engaged  in  the  active 
practice  of  Ids  profession  until  1876,  when  ho  re- 
tired. It  had  been  His  intention  to  retire  from  the 
practice  of  medicine  years  before  this,  but  having 
so  man v friends  and  acquaintances  it  was  entirely 
out  of  the  question,  and  although  practically  re- 
tired now,  still  some  of  his  old  friends  in  this  and 
surrounding  counties  call  on  him  and  ask  for  his 
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professional  aid.  Dr.  Smith  is  the  owner  of  the 

man,  casting  his  first  vote  for  Gen.  Jackson.  Af- 

home  plantation,  consisting  of  1,280  acres,  known 

tor  that  he  was  a Whig,  opposed  to  secession,  and 

as  Bawl's  Hills  Plantation,  and  ever  since  his  ar- 

since  the  organization  he  lias  been  a stanch  Repub- 

rival  in  this  comity  has  had  farming  done.  Dur- 

lican,  voting  that  ticket,  in  all  national  affairs,  but 

ing  the  late  war  he  was  a Union  man  first,  last  and 

in  county  politics  he  votes  to  the  best  interests  of 

always,  but  submitted  to  the  laws  of  his  country. 

his  county. 

August  211,  1.833,  he  was  married  to  Miss  Margaret 

Judge  Isaac  W.  Smith,  Whelen  Springs,  Ark. 

Janes,  daughter  of  .William  Janes,  Sr.,  born  in 

No  name  is  justly  entitled  to  a more  enviable  place 

Lawrence  Countv,  Ark.,  October  10.  1815.  She 

in  the  history  of  Clark  County  than  the  one  that 

died  in  this  county  February  19,  1855.  To  this 

heads  this  sketch,  for  it.  is  borne  by  a man  who  has 

marriage  there  were  born  eight  children,  two  of 

been  usefully  and  honorably  identified  with  the 

whom  are  still  living,  viz.  : William  J.  M.  D.  (is 

interests  of  this  county,  and  with  its  advancement 

practicing  medicine  at  Gum  Springs,  this  county) 

in  every  worthy  particular.  He  was  born  in  John- 

and  Willis  (a  very  successful  farmer  living  in 

son  County.  111.,  January  13,  ISIS,  a son  of  Mil- 

Rocky  Comfort,  Little  River  Countv,  this  State), 

lington  and  Barbara  (Barton)  Smith,  natives  of 

James  B.  (died  at  Neosho  after  the  battle  of  Oak 

Edgecombe  County,  N.  C. , both  dying  in  Illinois. 

Hill;  he  was  a soldier  under  Capt.  Flanagin  in 

the  former  in  1835,  in  his  sixty-fifth  year,  and  the 

McIntosh’s  Volunteer  Regiment;  he  was  born 

latter  in  1833,  in  her  fifty-fourth  year.  Millington 

February  3,  1S43,  and  died  September  3l,  1801), 

Smith,  a successful  farmer,  was  a son  of  Willis 

Isaac  I.  (was  born  February  16.  1855.  and  was 

Smith,  also  a farmer  by  occupation,  and  a soldier 

killed  in  this  countv  June  29,  1873),  Mary  Ann 

in  the  Revolutionary  War,  Avho  was  killed  in  a j 

(was  born  in  July,  1845,  married  William  Stone  of 

battle  with  the  Tories  in  North  Carolina.  He  was 

this  county,  and  died  January  24,  1880),  John 

the  son  of  George  Smith,  a native  of  Ireland. 

Peck  (was  born  January  25,  1S50,  was  a teacher 

Millington  Smith  came  to  Stewart  County,  Tenu., 

by  occupation,  and  died  in  this  county  in  1887  in 

when  a boy  with  his  mother,  there  grew  to  man- 

his  thirty-seventh  year).  Margaret  C.  (was  born 

hood  and  was  married,  and  in  1817  moved  to  lili- 

September  24,  1847,  was  married  to  E.  A.  Jenkins 

nois,  floating  down  the  Cumberland  River,  being 

of  Clark  County,  and  died  November  2.  1888). 

one  of  the  first  settlers  in  that  State.  Both  he 

July  1,  1855,.  the  Doctor  was  again  married,  this 

and  wife  were  members  of  the  Baptist  Church.  In 

time  to  Mrs.  Martha  Harris,  daughter  of  Thomas 

his  political  views  he  was  a Democrat.  To  his 

Atkins,  of  Tuscaloosa.  Ala. , and  widow  of  Dr. 

marriage  there  were  born  thirteen  children— ten 

William  Harris,  who  died  on  Red  River.  She  was 

sons  and  three  daughters —the  subject  of  this 

born  in  Lawrence  District,  S.  C.,  December  15, 

sketch  being  the  tenth  in  order  of  birth,  five  of 

1829.  By  her  first  marriage  she  was  the  mother 

whom  are  now  living,  viz.  : Cardwell  B.  (is  a farmer 

of  two  children,  one  being  Alphonso  Harris,  M.  D., 

of  Polk  County,  Ark.),  Dr.  Willis  S.  (long  since 

of  Prescott,  Ark.  By  her  last  marriage  she  is  the 

retired  from  the  practice  of  medicine;  was  gradu- 

mother  of  seven  children,  all  living,  viz.  : Milling- 

ated  from  the  Memphis  Medical  Institute;  was  one 

ton  Smith  (M.  D.,  located  at  Black  Jack  Grove, 

of  the  pioneers  of  Arkansas,  coming  io  the  State 

Tex.),  Martha  E.  (wife  of  E.  A.  Sullivan,  a 

after  its  organization  in  1833.  and  was  the  first 

farmer  of  this  countv),  Laura  (wife  of  William 

sheriff  of  Clark  County).  Isaac  W.  (the  subject  of 

Edmond,  in  the  employ  of  the  Whelen  Lumber 

this  sketch),  Andrew  J.  (a  graduate  of  Louisville 

Company,  and  also  a farmer),  Henry  C.,  a daughter 

Medical  College,  is  now  a book-keeper  in  the 

(wife  of  Frederick  H.  S.  McBride,  a farmer,  also  in 

employ  of  Fletcher  k Holts,  cotton  merchants  of 

the  employ  of  the  Gurdon  Lumber  Company)  and 

Little  Rock),  Thomas  G.  (is  a graduate  of  law)  and 

Daniel  W.,  Adonis  and  Fannie  (all  attending  Ona- 

Shurtliff  (who  was  graduated  at  Alton.  111.,  is  now 

chita  College).  Both  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Smith  are 

teaching  in  Hunt.  County,  Tex.).  Not  one  of  the 

members  of  the  Baptist  Church,  as  was  the  first 

ten  sons  were  less  than  six  feet  tall.  The  subject. 

Mrs.  Smith.  The  Doctor  has  been  a member 

of  this  sketch  grew  to  maturity  in  Illinois,  his  edn- 

since  1830,  and  organized  the  first  Sunday-school. 

cation  being  confined  to  eight  months’  schooling, 

He  was  the  first  man  to  advocate  temperance  in 

but  he  has  been  a great  student  all  his  life.  In 

the  county,  and  has  always  taken  an  active  interest 

November,  1837.  he  left  his  home  horseback  for 

in  church  affairs.  He  was  the  first  president  of 

Clark  Countv,  Ark.,  riding  that  distance  through 

the  hoard  of  medical  directors  of  Clark  County. 

a dense  wilderness,  and  arrived  in  Greenville,  then 

1 

He  is  a Council  Mason.  Politically  he  is  a consti- 

the  county  seat  of  Clark  County,  in  December, 

l 

.1 

| tutional  aud  old  line  Whig.  He  was  a Jackson 

1837,  since  which  time  he  has  boon  a resident,  and 
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has  lipid  every  office  in  the  county  except  school 
director  and  justice  of  the  peace.  He  was  first 
elected  constable,  then  deputy  sheriff  under  his 
brother,  W.  S.  Smith,  serving  until  1844;  in  1846 
he  was  elected  clerk  of  the  circuit  and  county 
court.,  recorder,  etc.,  remaining  in  that  office  until 
1856,  when  he  engaged  in  mercantile  pursuits  in 
Arkadelphia,  continuing  until  1802,  doing  a gen- 
eral mercantile  business  under  the  firm  name  of 
llarkman,  Kingsbury  & Co.  In  1862  he  was 
appointed  clerk,  and  in  October,  1862,  was  elected 
to  the  Senate  from  Clark,  Pike  and  Polk  Counties, 
and  served  in  that  capacity  until  the  close  of  the 
war.  In  1858  he  was  granted  a license  to  practice 
law.  and  immediately  engaged  in  the  practice  of 
his  profession  and  farming,  • continuing  until  1S74, 
when  he  was  elected  county  and  probate  judge,  and 
during  his  term  of  office,  by  his  superior  states- 
manship brought  Clark  County  out  of  debt,  and 
saved  it  from  paying  enormous  debts  made  by 
unscrupulous  adventurers  during  reconstruction 
days,  and  undoubtedly  saved  the  people  of  Clark 
County  from  bankruptcy.  He  served  the  people 
so  well  that  they  kept  him  in  that  office  until  1884. 
j In  1886  lie  was  elected  to  represent  his  county  in 
the  State  Legislature.  He  was  married,  August  1. 
1839,  to  Miss  Angelina  Jeans,  daughter  of  'William 
Jeans,  born  in  Lawrence  County,  in  1820.  She 
was  the  mother  of  eleven  children,  but  two  of 
whom  survive,  viz.  : Missouri  A.  (wife  of  \V.  T. 
Golden,  a farmer  of  this  county)  and  Thomas  M. 

(a  teacher  in  Blooming  Grove).  The  rest  of  the 
children  died  while  quite  young.  Mrs.  Smith  died 
in  Arkadelphia  January  26,  1863.  October  26,  i 
1865,  Mary  F.  Dickens  became  Mrs.  Smith.  She  ] 
was  born  in  Alabama  July  8,  1841,  a daughter  of 
Dr.  Edwin  Jenkins,  and  by  her  union  with  Mr.  I 
Smith  was  the  mother  of  three  children,  but  one 
of  whom,  Willis,  now  attending  Ouachita  Baptist 
College,  survives.  She  died,  January  4.  1883,  in 
Arkadelphia.  Judge  Smith  has  been  a member  of 
the  Missionary  Baptist  Church  for  many  years.  ! 
In  secret  societies  he  is  a Knight  Templar,  and  at 
times  has  represented  his  Blue  Lodge  in  the  Grand 
Lodge  of  the  State.  He  has  been  a member  of  the 
I.  O.  O.  F.  at  Gordon  since  1856,  being  a charter 
member  of  Caddo  Lodge,  to  which  he  now  belongs. 
He  also  belongs  to  the  Farmers’  Alliance,  and  was 
formerly  a Granger.  He  was  a Whig  while  that 
party  lasted,  but  since  the  war  has  been  a Democrat. 
His  first  vote  was  cast  in  1836  for  Gen.  Harrison 
when  he  was  eighteen  tears  of  age.  He  has  been 
a Ma  son  since  1849.  being  the  first  to  be  installed 
in  Arkadelphia  Lodge  No.  19.  Ho  is  now  living 
on  his  farm,  consisting  of  460  acres,  with  about 


1 20  under  cultivation,  located  in  Beech  Creek 
Township. 

James  A.  Smith.  On  the  evening  of  January 
1 1,  1889,  death  clipped  the  cord  and  released  from 
its  tenement  of  clay  the  soul  of  one  of  Arkansas’ 
most  enterprising  and  useful  citizens.  James  Allen 
Smith,  whose  name  appears  above,  was  a native  of 
Ireland,  born  January  12,  1847.  His  father  was  a 
prominent  resident  of  that  country,  having  charge 
of  the  freight  department  of  the  Port  of  Belfast. 
The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  the  eldest  of  seven 
children.  - His  early  education  was  intended  to 
prepare  him  for  the  priesthood,  but  this  idea  not 
beino-  congenial  to  his  restless  and  ambitious  nat- 
ure,  at  the  age  of  fourteen  (as  near  as  can  be  as- 
certained) be  severed  the  ties  that  bound  him  to 
family,  friends,  home  and  his  native  land,  to  seek 
in  other  climes  a home  and  a vocation  more  in  ac- 
cord with  his  inclination.  For  several  years  after 
leaving  home  he  traveled  through  England,  Scot- 
land and  France,  working  at  whatever  he  could 
find  to  do.  These  countries  proving  too  restricted 
for  his  expanding  ideas,  his  ambition  inspired  with- 
in him  a desire  to  go  to  America.  He  landed  at 
Castle  Garden  about  1867,  a stranger  in  a strange 
land,  without  money,  station,  or  even  a friend  to 
aid  or  advise  him.  He  entered  upon  the  battle  of 
life  with  only  the  weapons  with  which  nature  had 
endowed  him.  For  several  years  after  landing  in 
America  but  little  is  known  of  his  history,  and  his 
battles  in  life  were  without  material  results.  He 
worked  at  various  occupations  and  places,  but 
mainly  on  railroads  in  different  parts  oi  the  J nited 
States.  In  the  summer  of  1873  he  came  to  Clark 
Countv,  Ark.,  as  a laborer,  aiding  in  the  construc- 
tion of  the  Iron  Mountain  Railroad.  Here  he  met 
and  formed  the  acquaintance  of  Miss  Mary  A. 
Norman  [see  sketch  of  \Y.  P.  and  F.  S.  Norman]; 
their  acquaintance  soon  ripened  into  love,  and  on 
the  23d  of  November,  1873,  they  were  married  at 
her  father’s  residence,  at  or  near  where  is  now  lo- 
cated the  town  of  Smithton  a thriving  little  village 
named  in  honor  of  Mr.  Smith.  This  union  proved 
to  be  the  tidal  wave  that  drifted  him  ashore  and 
placed  him  securely  on  terra  firma . beyoud  the 
surging  billows  of  adversity,  by  which  he  had  been 
I so  rudely  tossed  during  bis  past  life. 

' There  is  a time,  we  know  not  when,  a point  we  know  not 
where, 

That  marks  the  destiny  of  man,  to  glory  or  despair. 

A brighter  prospect  now  dawned  upon  his  brill  - 
! iant  intellect,  and  he  awoke  as  from  a dream 
I to  a fuller  sense  of  the  designs  and  responsibilities 
i of  life.-  Findiug  himself  the  head  of  a family,  with 
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no  moans  of  support  save  his  own  strong  arms  and 
indomitable  will,  with  twenty  years  of  his  life  be. 
hind  him,  without  beneficial  results  (so  far  as  is 
known),  save  the  dearly  bought  lesson  of  experi- 
ence, he  began  to  cast  about  him  for  something  to 
do.  We  are  left  to  imagination  as  regards  his 
thoughts  and  feelings  as  he  stood  beneath  the 
lofty  pines,  contemplating  with  amazement  the 
enormous  wealth  that  lay  hid  in  the  immense  oak 
and  pine  forests  that  surrounded  him.  His  quick 
and  penetrating  mind  soon  conceived  the  idea  of 
turning  the  valuable  timber  into  money.  Having- 
no  means  with  which  to  gratify  his  ambition  to 
begin  business  on  a larger  scale,  his  first  enterprise 
in  that  direction  was  getting  staves  on  the  Little 
Missouri  River.  In  this  he  was  successful,  and  it 
was  at  this  (so  far  as  is  known)  that  he  made  his  ; 
iirst  clear  earnings.  Possessed  of  an  indomitable 
will  and  determination,  supplemented  by  good 
sound  business  judgment,  difficulties  succumbed 
before  him  like  the  trees  of  the  forest  to  the  ax  of 
the  woodsman.  Stimulated  by  his  success  in  the 
stave  business,  he  redoubled  his  energdes,  and  be-  i 
gan  operations  on  a larger  scale,  taking  contracts 
for  getting  cross  ties,  cord  wood  and  other  railroad  , 
timber.  The  beginning  of  1879  found  him  pos-  j 
sessed  of  sufficient  means  to  embark  in  the  mercan- 
tile business,  which  he  did  in  a small  way  at  Gui  - 
don, continuing  his  contracts  with  the  railroads  for 
cross  ties,  cord  wood,  etc.  In  1883  he  went  into  j 
the  mill  and  lumber  business  at  Smithton,  in  part-  ; 
nership  with  B.  F.  Yan  Dorn,  an  experienced  mill- 
man,  and  in  1884  transferred  his  mercantile  busi-  1 
ness  to  Smithton,  where  it  was  continued  until  his 
death,  and  is  now  being  continued  by  the  Smithton 
Lumber  Company.  As  the  timber  adjacent  to  his  ' 
mill  diminished,  he  began  the  construction  of  a 
railroad  for  the  purpose  of  keeping  up  the  supply 
of  saw  logs.  A few  years  found  the  railroad  so 
extended  that  a stock  company  was  organized  and 
a charter  obtained,  in  which  Mr.  Smith  owned  a 
controlling  interest,  and  the  road,  under  his  per-  1 
sonal  supervision,  was  extended  to  Okolona,  a small 
business  town  iifteen  miles  distant.  By  the  time 
the  timber  was  exhausted  on  this  part  of  the  road, 
he  had  extended  it  in  another  direction  eight  or  ten 
miles,  to  an  extensive  pine  forest,  which  promises 
an  abundant  supply  of  saw  logs  for  many  years. 
This  road  had  just  been  completed  when  he  was 
stricken  down  with  congestion  of  the  lungs,  brought 
on.  as  is  supposed,  by  excessive  labor  and  expos- 
ure, only  surviving  one  week  from  the  time  he  was 
taken  ill.  In  1880  he  bought  out  his  partner  in  the 
mill  and  lumber  business,  and  ran  it  alone  until 
March,  1888,  when  the  Smithton  Lumber  Company 


was  organized,  in  which  he  also  owned  a controll- 
ing interest.  He  was,  in  the  true  sense  of  the  term, 
a business  man.  conducting  his  interests  on  strictly 
business  principles.  By  nature  he  was  kind  and 
obliging,  but  never  let  favoritism  interfere  with  his 
duty  and  obligations  to  others.  So  prompt  was  he 
in  all  his  engagements,  and  so  reliable  in  all  his 
business  transactions,  that  he  had  the  entire  con- 
fidence of  the  business  men  within  the  limits  of  his 
acquaintance,  and  his  credit  was  almost  without 
limit.  So  successful  and  so  universal  was  the  con- 
fidence in  his  judgment  and  business  qualifications, 
that  no  one  who  knew  him  doubted  his  ability  to 
accomplish  whatever  he  undertook  to  do.  He  kept 
his  own  councils,  did  his  own  thinking,  and  acted 
on  his  own  judgment,  often  surprising  those  with 
whom  he  was  most  intimately  connected  in  busi- 
ness with  his  bold  and  daring  ventures.  His  heart 
and  hand  were  full  of  charity  for  the  needy,  and 
it  was  liberally,  though  quietly,  bestowed  on  those 
he  considered  worthy.  He  had  acquired  a large 
fortune  for  one  of  his  age  and  opportunities,  and 
had,  at  his  death,  prospects  of  a very  bright  future. 
It  was  often  said  that  he  was  a man  of  luck,  but 
his  friends  were  of  the  opinion  that  his  success  can 
more  truthfully  be  attributed  to  a sound,  farseeing 
business  judgment,  backed  by  an  indomitable  will. 
His  life  is  too  full  of  incidents  to  go  into  details; 
it  would  till  a volume.  Me  must  be  content  to  say 
that  in  the  death  of  James  A.  Smith,  Arkansas  lost 
one  of  her  most  enterprising  and  usefpl  citizens, 
Clark  County  her  greatest  hope  for  future  develop- 
ment, this  community  its  brightest  luminary,  the 
afflicted  and  needy  a kind  and  obliging  friend,  and 
the  family  sustained  an  irreparable  loss.  Relig- 
iously he  was  a Catholic,  and  during  his  life  many 
times  expressed  the  desire  that  his  children  should 
become  Catholics,  and  Mrs.  Smith  is  following  out 
his  desire  in  that  respect.  He  was  a member  of 
the  I.  O.  O.  F.  and  K.  of  H. , and  politically  was 
a Democrat.  During  the  strike  on  the  railroad  he 
received  the  appointment  of  deputy  marshal,  which 
commission  he  held  at  his  death.  His  children  are 
Margaret  At  wood,  Rose  Agnes.  Ada  May  and  James 
N.  Edna  B.  and  Edward  died  in  infancy.  Airs. 
Smith  is  now  the  president  of  the  Smithton  Lum- 
ber Company  and  the  Southwestern  Arkansas  Y 
Indian  Territory  Railroad,  and  is  a practical,  busi- 
ness like  woman. 

John  Smoker  is  one  of  the  leading  business 
men  in  this  section  of  the  country,  and  since  ISbS 
has  been  engaged  in  merchandising  at  Arkadelphia, 
Ark.  He  was  born  in  Lancaster  County.  lVnn., 
November  17,  1817.  to  John  and  Christina  (Eby) 
Smoker,  both  of  whom  were  of  German  descent  and 
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natives  of  Pennsylvania.  They  both  died  in  their 
native  State,  the  father  having  been  a farmer  and 
drover  by  occupation.  John  Smoker  resided  in 
his  native  county  until  he  was  fifteen  years  of  age,  j 
there  also  receiving  his  education,  but  at  the  above 
mentioned  age  he  went  to  Galena,  111.,  and  clerked 
in  a store  for  some  three  years.  He  then  went  to 
New  Orleans,  and  in  1838  purchased  the  steamboat 
“ Dubuque,”  and,  as  he  had  plenty  of  money  and 
but  little  knowledge  of  steamboating,  he  launched 
her  and  went  aboard  as  her  skipper,  being  then 
j only  twenty-one  years  of  age.  A short  time  later 
this  vessel  blew  up,  but  he  had  her  repaired,  and, 
after  making  one  more  trip,  sunk  her.  He,  how- 
I ever,  still  continued  this  business,  and  soon  after  1 
purchased  another  steamer  called  “ Red  River,”  j 
which  he  ran  for  thirty-one  years,  meeting  with  ; 
many  thrilling  adventures  during  this  time.  After 
the  war  he  made  a run  to  Vicksburg,  and  was  on 
the  celebrated  boat  " Robert  Lee  ” in  her  race 
against  the  “ Natchez.”  In  all  he  built  seven 
steamboats  and  ran  several  more,  but,  as  above  ; 
stated,  he  gave  up  this  business  in  1808,  and  has 
since  followed  the  occupation  of  merchandising. 
He  carries  a large  and  varied  stock  of  goods,  and,  ! 
being  public  spirited,  liberal  minded  and  generous 
in  disposition,  his  career  has  been  an  honorable 
one,  and  in  every  enterprise  in  which  he  has  been 
engaged  he  has  been  liberally  patronized.  His  ; 
marriage  occurred  to  Miss  Sarah  Russ,  by  whom  i 
he  has  had  a family  of  six  children,  two  of  whom 
are  living:  Lucy  and  William.  Mr.  Smoker’s  1 
career  has  been  a varied  and  romantic  one,  but  he  ' 
is  content  to  spend  the  remainder  of  his  days  in  j 
Arbadelphia,  where  he  has  an  extended  acquaint- 
ance and  numerous  warm  personal  friends. 

Dudley  Spence,  planter  and  ginner,  Arkadel- 
phia,  Ark.  There  are  a number  of  men  prominent  j 
ly  identified  with  the  agricultural  affairs  of  the 
county,  but  none  among  them  are  more  deserving1 
of  mention  than  Dudley  Spence,  who  owes  his  na- 
tivity to  Alabama,  his  birth  occurring  in  Madison 
County,  on  the  0th  of  August.  1810.  His  parents, 
Solomon  and  Frances  (Carutliers)  Spence,  were  na- 
tives of  Virginia  and  North  Carolina,  born  in  1794 
and  1800, -respectively.  The  father  followed  farm- 
ing all  his  life,  was  a soldier  in  the  War  of  1SI2.  and 
was  elected  sheriff  of  Talladega  Countv,  Ala.,  in 
1841,  serving  three  years.  His  marriage  to  Miss  l 
Caruthers  occurred  about  1819.  She  was  the 
daughter  of  Hugh  and  Nancy  Caruthers.  To  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Spence  were  born  ten  children,  only 
three  are  now  living:  Dudley,  Sallie  (wife  of  A. 

G.  Hearn,  a farmer  of  this  county),  and  Mary  A. 
(widow  of  John  W.  Hoad,  now  living  in  Texas),  j 


The  father  of  these  children  emigrated  to  Arkansas 
in  1 849.  settled  in  Clark  County,  and  engaged  in  the 
hotel  business  in  connection  with  farming.  This 
he  continued  for  a number  of  years  in  Arkadel- 
phia.  He  and  wife  were  members  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  and  died  in  1872  and  1878.  re- 
spectively. Dudley  Spence  was  married  in  1841 
to  Miss  Sarah  A.  Arm br ester,  a native  of  Alabama, 
born  in  1824,  and  the  daughter  of  Michael  and 
Sarah  (Simmons)  Armbrester.  In  1803  Mr.  Spence 
enlisted  in  the  cavalry,  Company  B,  under  Capt. 
Reuben  C.  Reed,  and  was  in  the  battle  of  Poison 
Springs  and  Marks’  Mill.  He  served  until  1864, 
and  was  then  discharged  on  account  of  ill  health. 
He  emigrated  from  Alabama  to  Arkansas,  in  1846, 
settled  in  Clark  County,  and  bought  eighty  acres 
of  land.  He  is  now  the  owner  of  5S0  acres  of 
land,  and  has  175  acres  under  cultivation.  He 
built  a steam  gin  and  grist-mill  in  1859,  and  this 
he  has  operated  ever  since.  He  and  wife  are  mem- 
bers of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and  his 
wife  has  been  a member  of  the  same  for  fifty  years, 
while  he  has  been  a member  for  thirty  years.  They 
are  much  respected  and  esteemed  by  all  acquainted 
with  them.  Mr.  Spence  is  in  favor  of  all  public 
enterprises  for  the  good  of  the  county,  and  is  a lib- 
eral donator  to  the  same.  In  politics  he  affiliates 
with  the  Democrat  party. 

Henry  Strong,  a representative  farmer  and  stock- 
raiser  of  Manchester  Township,  Clark  County,  was 
born  in  Lawrence  County,  Ala.,  in  1820.  His 
father,  Nathan  Strong,  was  a soldier  in  the  Creek 
and  Seminole  War.  The  subject  of  this  sketch  was 
reared  and  schooled  in  his  native  State,  receiving 
a moderate  education,  until  1837.  when  his  parents 
came  to  Arkansas,  our  subject  coming  with  them. 
He  started  in  life  on  his  own  account  in  1851,  at 
the  age  of  twenty-six  years,  first  engaging  in  mer- 
cantile pursuits  in  Clark  County,  which  occupation 
he  followed  for  four  years.  In  1857  he  resumed 
farming,  and  after  four  vears  removed  to  the  west- 
ern  part  of  Clark  County,  where  he  remained  one 
war,  and  then  came  to  Richwoods,  south  of  Arka- 
delphia  In  1808  he  purchased  his  present  farm, 
consisting  of  290  acres,  fifty-five  of  which  he  has 

O * > m 

under  an  excellent  state  of  cultivation,  and  devoted 
chiefiv  to  the  cultivation  of  cotton  and  corn,  rais- 
ing one-half  bale  of  the  former  and  eighteen  bush- 
els of  the  latter  to  the  acre.  He  also  has  a fine 
orchard  and  raises  everything  in  the  fruit  line.  In 
1856  he  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Pauline 
Malone,  daughter  of  T.  B.  Malone,  a resident  of 
Clark  County,  where  he  was  engaged  in  teaching 
school..  Mrs.  Strong  died  October  16,  1.871,  leav- 
ing three  children:  Nat,  Lura  and  Louis.  January 
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1,  1873,  Mr.  Strong  was  married  the  second  time, 
to  Miss  Sue  A.  Harris,  daughter  of  J.  R.  Harris,  a 
very  handsome  woman,  fair  compiexioucd.  with 
blue  eyes.  She  died  December  28.  1 87b,  leaving 
two  daughters,  Jessie  and  Nannie,  both  of  whom  i 
are  at  home  with  their  father.  Mr.  Strong  takes  j 
an  active  interest  in  politics,  and  votes  with  the  ; 
Democratic  party.  He  has  been  justice  of  the 
peace  at  different  intervals  for  ten  years.  He  takes 
a deep  interest  in  educational  and  religious  work, 
and  is  a liberal  contributor  to  all  laudable  public 
enterprises. 

James  Strong,  an  extensive  farmer  and  stock- 
raiser  of  Manchester  Township,  Clark  County,  was 
born  in  Arkansas,  in  1841,  of  English  descent. 
His  father,  Nathan  Strong,  participated  in  the 
Creek  and  Seminole  AVar.  He  was  a farmer  by 
occupation,  and  came  to  Arkansas  in  1837  among 
the  first  settlers  of  this  section,  bought  land  in 
Clark  County  for  83  per  acre,  made  his  home 
| in  this  county,  and  resided  here  until  his  death  j 
in  1803.  The  mother  died  in  June,  1889,  aged  j 
I eighty-eight  years.  The  subject  of  this  sketch  j 

j was  reared  in  Arkansas,  and  received  a liberal  ; 

education.  In  the  spring  of  1802  lie  entered  ' 
the  army,  enlisting  in  Company  C,  First  Trans-  j 
Mississippi,  under  Col.  Pleasant.  He  was  first  era-  j 
ployed  in  the  adjutant’s  office,  but  afterward  at-  j 
tamed  a lieutenancy  in  Company  C.  The  first  en-  1 
gagement  in  which  he  took  part  was  that  of  Prairie  | 
Grove.  After  this  he  was  in  many  skirmishes,  but  j 
in  no  pitched  battles.  His  regiment  disbanded  at  j 
Red  River.  In  the  spring  of  1800  he  entered  the 
Mississippi  University,  remaining  thereuntil  June, 
1808,  then  left  college  and  engaged  in  agricultural 
pursuits,  in  which  he  has  continued  ever  since.  He 
is  the  owner  of  3,500  acres  of  land,  150  acres  of 
which  he  rents,  and  100  acres  he  cultivates  himself, 
devoting  his  attention  principally  to  the  cultivation  j 
of  cotton  and  corn;  of  the  former  he  averages  one- 
half  bale  and  the  latter  fifteen  bushels  to  the  acre,  j 
Iu  connection  with  his  farming  interests,  he  is  the  | 
proprietor  of  a saw-mill,  and  also  runs  a public  ! 
gin.  In  his  political  views  Mr.  Strong  affiliates  j 
with  the  Democratic  party.  In  1888  he  was 
elected  tax  assessor,  and  is  at  present  serving  in 
that  capacity.  He  was  married,  in  1881,  to  Mrs. 
"Whittaker,  widow  of  J.  A.  "Whittaker,  and  daugh- 
ter of  Samuel  W.  Smith;  both  of  her  parents  are 
dead.  \ The  fruits  of  this  union  were  two  children, 

I Susie  S.  and  Samuel  S.  (Mrs.  Strong  has  one 
child  by  her  previous  marriage,  Jodie  A.  Whittaker, 

I who  is  also  a member  of  Air.  Strong's  houselipld.) 

Airs.  Strong  is  a worthy  member  of  the  Methodist 
; Church.  February  20,  1880,  Air.  Strong  lost  a 


fine  house  on  the  site  of  his  present  home.  He 
has  always  taken  an  active  interest  in  all  public  en- 
terprises, is  a successful  farmer  and  a good  citizen. 

R.  A.  Stuart  has  been  engaged  in  the  mercan- 
tile business  iu  Arkadelpliia,  Ark.,  since  1878.  but 
his  first  stock  of  goods  was  quite  small.  He  now 
carries  the  largest  stock  of  groceries  in  the  city,  and 
is  doing  an  extensive  business,  his  trade  having 
been  developed  solely  on  the  basis  of  merit.  He 
is  an  energetic  man  of  business,  and  is  abundantly 
worthy  of  the  large  measure  of  success  achieved. 
He  was  born  in  Arkadelpliia,  November  15,  1852, 
and  is  a son  of  H.  B.  and  Julia  (Hart)  Stuart,  and 
with  the  exception  of  three  years- spent  on  a farm 
he  has  always  resided  in  town.  At  an  early  age 
he  entered  a store  as  clerk,  but  at  the  end  of  two 
years  began  the  battle  of  life  for  himself,  with  the 
above  mentioned  results.  He  was  first  married,  in 
1878,  to  Aliss  Emma  Williams,  but  he  was  left  a 
widower  iu  1881,  with  two  children  to  care  for; 
Burnie  and  Henry.  His  second  marriage  was  con- 
summated in  1885,  his  wife's  maiden  name  being 
Florence  Brown,  a native  of  Arkadelpliia,  by  whom 
he  has  one  child,  an  infant.  Air.  and  Airs.  Stuart 
are  members  of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  and  he 
belongs  to  the  K.  of  H.,  and  is  an  enterprising  and 
public-spirited  citizen. 

John  N.  Stuart,  cashier  of  the  Elkhorn  Bank 
of  Arkadelpliia,  Ark.,  is  a native  of  this  city,  born 
on  the  21st  of  December,  1854.  and  is  a son  of 
Henry  B.  and  Julia  A.  (Hart)  Stuart,  who  were 
natives  of  Georgia  and  emigrated  to  Arkansas 
about  1848,  and  located  in  Clark  County.  Henry 
B.  Stuart  was  a lawyer  by  profession,  and  was  in 
active  practice  until  a short  time  before  his  death, 
which  occurred  March  1 9, 1890,  he  being  some  sixty  - 
four  years  of  age.  He  was  judge  of  the  Eighth 
Judicial  District  for  eight  years,  and  was  a mem- 
ber of  the  State  Legislature,  for  two  years  before 
the  war.  He  was  a very  prominent  man  and  a line 
lawyer,  and  at  one  time  was  a candidate  for  Con- 
gress, but  was  defeated.  His  wife  is  still  living, 
as  arc  also  their  three  sons  and  two  daughters; 
Robert  A.,  Hubbart.  John  N..  Laura  (wife  of  J.  S. 
Barkman,  a railroad  conductor  on  the  St.  Louis, 
Iron  Alountain  A Southern  Railroad),  and  -Hortense 
(wife  of  II.  B. Young,  now  with  Rice.  Stix  A Co., 
of  St.  Louis,  AIo. ).  The  subject  of  this  sketch  was 
educated  in  the  common  schools  of  Arkadelpliia, 
Ark.,  and  in  Leddon’s  College  of  Alempkis.  Tenu.. 
graduating  from  the  latter  institution  on  the  30th 
of  July.  1878.  Soon  after  leaving  college  he 
became  a book-keeper  at  Hot  Springs,  Ark.,  and 
while  there  was  stricken  with  yellow  fever  and  for 
some  time  lay  between  life  and  death.  After  con- 
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valeseing  he  obtained  another  position  as  book- 
keeper,  and  for  twelve  consecutivo  years  followed 
this  calling  at  different  points.  In  188 1 he 
entered  the  Bank  of  Arkadelpliia.  Ark.,  as  cashier, 
and  has  since  held  this  position,  and  although  he 
at  one  time  owned  a half  interest  in  the  Elkhorn 
Bank,  he  subsequently  sold  out.  to  Mr.  YouDg.  lie 
has  always  been  identilied  with  every  worthy  in- 
terest of  this  section,  and  being  a native  resident 
of  the  county  has  taken  a more  than  ordinary 
interest  in  her  welfare.  On  the  22d  of  June, 
1882,  he  was  married  at  Corsicana.  Tex.,  to  Miss 
Bettie,  a daughter  of  the  late  Rev.  A.  Templeton, 
a noted  Cumberland  Presbyterian  divine  of  Texas. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Stuart  are  the  parents  of  two  sons: 
Rupert  A.  (born  in  August,  1884).  and  Ralph  (born 
in  June,  1885).  Mrs.  Stuart  is  a member  of  the 
Cumberland  Presbyterian  Church.  Her  parents 
were  Tennesseeans,  and  she  has  one  brother,  W. 
G , who  is  a minister  of  the  Presbyterian  Church. 
Another  brother.  Jerome,  is  an  attorney-at-law  of 
Knoxville,  Tenn.,  and  M.  B.  is  an  attorney  at 
Waxahatchie,  Tex. 

John  Thompson,  farmer.  Amity,  Ark.  If  in- 
dustry,' hard  work  and  ceaseless  activity,  united 
with  a strong  and  determined  perseverance,  can 
accomplish  anything  in  this  world,  then  Mr. 
Thompson  is  bound  to  succeed,  for  in  him  are  to 
be  found  all  the  characteristics  mentioned,  and. 
indeed,  he  is  deserving  of  more  than  ordinary- 
credit  for  his  career  in  life.  He  was  originally 
| from  South  Carolina,  where  his  birth  occurred  in 

j 1825,  and  is  the  son  of  William  Thompson,  who 

was  a native  of  South  Carolina,  a farmer,  and  who 
died  about  1808.  John  Thompson  was  reared  in 
Alabama,  but  came  to  Arkansas  in  1854,  and  entered 
land  in  Columbia  County,  where  he  remained  until 
j 1800.  He  then  moved  to  Clark  County  and  bought 
his  present  farm,  consisting  of  ninety  acres  of  up- 
land, on  which  he  raises  half  a bale  of  cotton  to 
the  acre,  and  sixty  acres  of  bottom  land,  on  which 
he  raises  sixty  bushels  of  corn  to  the  acre.  In 
1803  he  enlisted  in  Adair’s  company,  Monroe’s 
regiment,  and  his  first  engagement  was  at  Poison 
Springs.  He  was  afterward  in  the  battle  of  Fay- 
etteville and  a number  of  severe  engagements. 
He  surrendered  at  Marshall,  Tex.  He  was  mar- 
ried in  1847  to  Miss  Caroline  Runyan,  who  bore 
him  six  living  children:  Mary-,  William,  Sarah. 
Paulina.  Texahna  and  Jackson,  all  of  whom  are 
married  and  living  in  Arkansas  with  the  exception 
of  William,  who  resides  in  Texas.  They-  were 
born,  respectively,  in  the  years  ISIS,  1850,  1S52_ 
1859,  1802  and  1801.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  "Thompson 
have  three  children  deceased:  Martha  (who  was 


born  in  1855  and  died  in  1S70),  Jimmie  (who  was 
born  in  1857  and  died  in  18-'S).  and  Franklin  (who 
was  born  October  10.  1807,  and  was  killed  by 
lightning  August  3,  18  < 4).  About  half  past  12 
o'clock,  on  the  evening  of  August  3.  1874.  a small 
cloud  hung  over  head,  hardly  noticeable,  and  JMm 
Thompson  and  his  wife's  brother,  Franklin  Run- 
van,  were  grinding  an  ax  under  a tree  which  stood 
in  the  yard  John  Thompson’s  little  son,  Frankie, 
and  une  David  Massey,  were  standing  near  by. 
The  lightning  struck  the  tree  killing  little  F rankie 
and  his  uncle,  Franklin  Runyan,  instantly,  but 
onlv  shocking  John  Thompson  and  David  Massey. 
Mr.  Thompson  and  his  wife  and  family  are  mem- 
bers of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  South, 
and  are  highly  esteemed  citizens.  Mr.  Thompson 
is  a Democrat  in  his  political  views. 

A.  Tinberleik.  Manchester  Township,  Clark 
County-.  This  prominent  farmer  and  stock- raiser 
is  a native  of  North  Carolina,  born  July  14,  1819, 
son  of  Julius  Tinberleik,  a farmer,  also  a native  of 
North  Carolina,  of  English  descent,  who  died  in 
1828.  The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  reared  and 
schooled  in  bis  native  State,  receiving  a common- 
school  education.  He  started  in  life  for  himself  at 
the  age  of  twenty  years,  by  accepting  the  position 
of  conductor  on  the  Raleigh  Sc  Gastonia  Railroad. 
He  followed  railroading  for  fifteen  years.  In  1840 
he  was  united  in  marriage  to  Mics  Marguerite  W., 
daughter  of  4\  illiam  W alker,  of  South  Carolina. 
She  died  in  I860,  leaving  seven  children  (one  child 
being  dead),  viz.:  Eugene,  Emma.  Waley  J., 

James  A..  Charles  H..  Sarah  IT.  Louisa  T. . Ben 
B..  and  William  (deceased).  He  was  again  mar- 
ried in  1873  to  Annie  M. , daughter  of  Robert  77  ill- 
cox.  and  widow  of  Benjamin  Abbott,  of  Tennessee. 
At  the  outbreak  of  the  war,  Mr.  Tinberleik  enlisted, 
acting  as  purchasing  agent  of  the  quartermaster  s 
department.  He  was  sent  to  Memphis,  afterward 
to  Island  No.  10,  and  then  to  Arkansas  City  for 
ammunition;  next  to  Brownsville  and  Matamoras, 
on  the  Rio  Grande  River,  for  ammunition,  and  made 
two  subsequent  trips,  purchasing  supplies.  On 
first  coming  to  Arkansas  he  purchased  320  acres, 
100  of  which  he  cultivates,  devoting  it  chiefly  to 
the  raising  of  cotton  and  corn;  of  the  former  com- 
modity he  raises  one-half  bale,  and  of  the  latter 
from  eighteen  to  twenty-  bushels  to  the  acre.  He 
also  raises  potatoes  and  all  kinds  of  vegetables  and 
small  fruits.  In  his  political  views  Mr.  Tinberleik 
atliliates  with  the  Democratic  party.  Mrs.  Tinber- 
leik is  a church  member,  and  both  she  and  her 
husband  take  a deep  interest  in,  and  are  liberal 
contributors  to,  religious  and  educational  work. 

James  L.  Townsend,  in  connection  with  his 
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fanning  operations,  has  given  considerable  atten- 
tion to  the  manufacture  of  tile,  his  farm  and  man- 
ufactory being  situated  three  miles  northeast  of 
Okolona.  He  was  born  in  Dallas  County,  Ala., 
in  1S40,  being  the  sixth  of  eleven  children— four 
sons  and  seven  daughters— born  to  the  marriage  of 
Allen  Townsend  and  Susan  Ross,  both  of  whom 
were  born  in  Logan  County,  of  the  Blue  Grass 
State,  the  former  in  1807  and  the  latter  in  1809. 
They  were  married  in  Alabama,  where  they  made 
their  home  until  1841,  then  came  to  Clark  County, 
and  settled  on  a woodland  farm.  Mrs.  Townsend 
died  in  1854,  but  her  husband  still  survives  her. 
and  is  now  living  in  Hood  County,  Tex.  He  was 
a tanner  in  early  life,  but  later  became  a farmer. 
He  is  a Royal  Arch  Mason,  a member  of  the  Chris- 
tian Church,  and  has  filled  the  office  of  justice  of 
the  peace.  Jabez  Townsend,  the  paternal  grand- 
father, was  born  in  North  Carolina,  from  which 
State  he  moved  to  Kentucky,  where  he  spent  the 
rest  of  his  life.  He  was  of  Scotch  descent.  The  ma 
ternal  grandfather,  Peter  Ross,  was  one  of  the 
early  settlers  of  Clark  County.  James  L.  Town- 
send was  reared  on  a farm  in  the  wilds  of  Clark 
County,  Ark.,  and  besides  al tending  the  common 
schools  of  Arkansas  was  for  two  years  an  attendant 
in  an  excellent  educational  institution  in  Adairs- 
ville.  On  the  5th  of  March,  1862,  he  joined  Com- 
pany B,  First  Arkansas  Infantry,  and  after  being 
in  the  service  eleven  months  and  participating  in 
the  battles  of  Shiloh,  Perry ville,  C'hickamauga, 
and  with  Bragg  on  his  raid  in  Kentucky,  he  left  a 
substitute  and  returned  home.  He  soon  after 
joined  the  State  troops  and  was  at  Elkins’ 
Ferry,  Poison  Springs  and  Mark's  Mill.  Emma 
M. , a daughter  of  Samuel  and  Fannie  Graves,  be- 
came his  wife  in  1861,  her  birth  having  occurred 
in  Springfield,  Robertson  County,  Tenn. . where  she 
met  and  married  Mr.  Townsend.  After  the  war  Mr. 
Townsend  lived  for  three  years  in  Bowie  County, 
Tex. , after  which  he  again  came  to  Clark  County, 
and  from  1869  to  1876  he  worked  at  the  saddler’s 
trade  in  Okolona.  Since  then  he  has  given  the 
most  of  his  attention  to  farming,  his  land  amount- 
ing to  eighty  acres,  and  besides  being  interest- 
ed in  managing  a warehouse  in  Okolona  for  the 
last  three  years,  he  is  also  engaged  in  the  manu- 
facture of  under- drain  tile.  The  eight  years  fol- 
lowing 1874  he  filled  the  otlice  of  justice  of  the 
peace,  and  ever  since  he  has  reached  a proper  age 
for  voting  he  has  affiliated  with  the  Democrat 
party,  his  first  presidential  vote  being  cast  for  Bell 
in  1860.  Mrs.  Townsend's  father  and  mother 
were  born  in  Davidson  and  Robertson  Counties, 
Tenn.,  respectively,  and  both  died  near  Nashville 


prior  to  the  war.  In  1882  Mrs.  Townsend  died, 
and  in  1.886  Mr.  Townsend  was  married  to  Miss 

K.  K.  Brent,  she  being  a daughter  of  Michael  W. 
Brent  and  Sallie  Brent,  of  Holmesville,  Miss. 

G.  A.  Trigg,  general  merchant  of  Arkadelphia, 
Ark.  The  business  interests  of  this  portion  of  the 
county  are  well  represented  by  the  subject  of  this 
sketch,  who  has  been  located  at  this  place  long 
enough  to  become  firmly  established.  He  was 
reared  to  the  occupation  of  a farmer,  but  mercantile 
life  seemed  to  have  a peculiar  attraction  for  him,  and 
his  wisdom  in  embarking  in  it  has  been  proven  by 
bis  success  in  subsequent  years.  He  was  born  in  the 
county  where  he  now  lives,  September  28,  184.6, 
and  is  a son  of  William  A.  and  Sabrina  C.  Trigg, 
who  were  born  in  Tennessee,  and  emigrated  to  Ar- 
kansas about  1833,  locating  some  six  miles  north- 
west of  Arkadelphia,  in  Clark  County,  where  the 
father  entered  and  purchased  a large  tract  of  land, 
nearly  all  of  which  was  unimproved.  The  father 
continued  to  make  this  his  home,  making  improve- 
ments until  his  death,  which  occurred  in  November, 
18SS.  His  wife  still  survives  him,  having  borne  a 
family  of  twelve  children,  seven  of  whom  are  living. 
The  subject  of  this  sketch,  after  attending  the  com- 
mon schools  and  remaining  at  home  until  1864, 
enlisted  as  a soldier,  and  served  until  the  close 
of  the  war.  In  1866  he  returned  to  Arkadelphia, 
and  entered  a mercantile  establishment  as  clerk, 
which  position  he  retained  for  about  eight  years. 
In  1876  the  firm  of  Trigg  & Saunders  was  formed, 
and  continued  two  years,  after  which  Mr.  Trigg 
embarked  in  business  for  himself,  and  has  since 
continued  alone,  and  as  his  stock  of  goods  is  large 
and  well  selected  and  he  is  honest  and  upright  in 
all  his  dealings  with  the  public,  he  has  built  up 
a large  and  constantly  increasing  trade.  He  was 
married  in  1873  to  Miss  Carrie  Gresham,  of  Mis- 
sissippi, by  whom  he  has  one  child:  Willie  R. 

Mrs.  Trigg  is  a member  of  the  Baptist  Church. 
Air.  Trigg  owns  a good  farm  of  160  acres,  of  which 
eighty-five  are  under  cultivation,  and  he  has  been 
a member  of  the  city  council  several  times. 

L.  J.  Weber  is  engaged  in  merchandising  at 
-Arkadelphia.  Ark.,  and  is  the  present  efficient 
mayor  of  the  town.  He  was  born  in  Charleston, 
S.  C.,  June  17.  1846,  and  is  a son  of  George  and 
Charlotte  (Schlewitz)  Weber,  both  of  whom  were 
born  in  Germany,  and  became  early  emigrants  to 
America,  taking  up  their  abode  in  South  Carolina, 
where  both  resided  until  their  respective  deaths, 
the  father  having  been  a merchant  by  occupation. 

L.  J.  Weber  was  reared  and  educated  in  his  native 
town,  and,  as  his  parents  died  when  he  was  about 
thirteen  years  of  age,  he  was  apprenticed  to  a 
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druggist.  In  1802,  when  a mere  boy,  he  enlisted 
in  tho  Washington  Artillery,  and  served  until  the 
final  surrender,  but  the  most  of  the  time  was 
detailed  as  hospital  steward  on  account  of  his  eyes. 
After  the  surrender  he  went  to  Savannah.  Ga.,  in 
which  place  he  was  in  the  employ  of  the  leading 
druggists  until  1873,  when  he  was  compelled  to 
seek  a change  of  location  on  account  of  his  failing- 
health.  His  physicians  advised  him  to  go  to 
Florida,  but  he  came  to  the  conclusion  that  the 
climate  of  Arkansas  would  benefit  him  far  more,  and 
he  soon  after  settled  in  Arkadelphia.  Ho  formed 
a partnership  in  the  general  mercantile  business 
with  a brother,  the  firm  being  known  as  Weber 
Bros.,  and  thus  continued  until  the  death  of  the 
senior  member,  after  which  L.  J.  Weber  bought 
and  took  charge  of  the  establishment  and  has  since 
successfully  conducted  it.  He  carries  a full  line 
of  goods,  which  he  disposes  of  at  very  reasonable 
rates,  and  he  has  established  an  excellent  cash 
business.  His  health  has  been  much  benefited  by 
the  change  of  location,  and  as  he  is  very  favorably 
impressed  with  the  country,  he  has  made  it  his 
home.  He  has  served  as  a member  of  the  board 
of  aldermen  for  some  time,  and  in  1888  was  elected 
city  mayor.  Socially  he  is  a member  of  the  K.  of  H., 
and  he  is  also  a member  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  and 
holds  the  position  of  grand  trustee  and  was  grand 
representative.  He  was  first  dictator  of  Arkadel- 
phia Lodge.  In  1875  he  was  married  to  Miss 
Susan  Y.  Thomas,  a native  of  Arkansas,  by  whom 
lie  has  six  children : Laura,  Ida,  Charles  J. , Maude, 
Sue  and  Maggie.  Mr.  and  Airs.  Weber  are  mem- 
bers of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  and  he  is  an 
elder  in  the  same. 

Hon.  W.  H.  Weir  has  been  connected  with  the 
farming  and  stock-raising  interests  of  Clark  Conn- 
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tv,  Ark. . from  his  youth  up,  and  being  a native- 
born  resident  of  the  county  he  has  always  had  her 
every  interest  at  heart.  He  was  born  in  1S40,  to 
ltev.  Abraham  L.  and  Amanda  (Crow)  Weir,  the 
former  born  in  what  is  now  Union  County,  Ivy., 
February  8,  1810,  and  the  latter  near  St.  Louis, 
Mo.,  January  If,  1817.  Abraham  L.  Weir’s 
father  passed  from  life  in  the  “Blue  Grass  State” 
about  1830,  after  which  his  wife  moved  with  her 
family  to  Southeastern  Arkansas,  and  from  there 
to  Clark  County  a few  years  later.  Here  Abraham 
L.  was  married,  on  August  22,  1837,  and  here 
spent  the  rest  of  his  life  with  the  exception  of 
from  1842  to  1845,  when  he  was  in  Dallas  County. 
From  1850  until  his  death,  which  occurred  in 
1870,  he  was  a worthy  minister  of  the  Gospel, 
having  been  a member  of  the  church  from  the 
time  he  was  twenty-one  years  of  age,  and  in  con- 


nection with  this  calling  followed  the  occupation 
of  farming.  He  was  an  acknowledged  leader  in 
! whatever  he  undertook  to  do.  and  being  an  active 
! politician,  he  was  chosen  a member  of  the  State 
' Legislature  from  Clark  County,  serving  in  1 850— 
| 57.  He  served  for  some  years  as  private  in  the 
! Confederate  army  during  the  Civil  War,  and  was  a 
: member  of  Capt.  Reed's  company,  of  State 
i troops  and  fought  at  Mark’s  Mill,  Poison  Springs, 

' and  Jenkins’  Ferry.  He  was  a member  of  many 
years  standing  of  the  A.  F.  & A.  AI. , having  at- 
; tained  the  Royal  Arch  degree,  and  on  account  of 
| his  many  worthy  characteristics  he  had  many  warm 
i personal  friends.  His  father,  Turner  Weir,  was 
j of  Irish  descent,  was  born  in  A’irginia,  but  spent 
! the  most  of  his  life  in  Kentucky,  where  he  also 
died.  The  maternal  grandfather  of  the  subject  of 
this  sketch,  Walter  Crow,  was  born,  reared  and 
! married  in  East  Tennessee,  and  upon  deciding  to 
remove  to  Alissouri  he  floated  down  the  Tennessee 
River  on  a ilat  boat.  In  1810  became  to  Clark 
j County,  being  one  of  its  first  settlers,  and  took  up 
his  abode  a few  miles  west  of  Arkadelphia,  where 
! he  followed  the  occupation  of  cabinet-making  and 
! farming.  He  moved  from  there  to  near  Okolona, 

I where  his  death  occurred  in  1803,  his  wife  having 
i died  several  years  earlier.  AY.  H.  Weir  is  the 
| second  of  ten  children,  seycn  now  living,  and  al- 
though his  youth  was  spent  principally  on  a farm 
he  acquired  a good  education,  his  knowledge  of 
i books  being  obtained  in  the  Okolona  Academy.  In 
1861  he  joined  Roberts’  Battery,  which  operated 
throughout  the  majority  of  the  Southern  States, 
and  he  was  a participant  in  the  battles  of  Shiloh. 
Murfreesboro,  Chickamauga,  the  Atlanta  cam- 
paign, and  surrendered  at  Madison.  Ga.,  at  which 
place  he  had  been  one  of  Jeff  Davis’  body  guard. 
Fie  was  captured  at  Alurfreesboro,  Tenn. , but 
soon  after  succeeded  in  effecting  his  escape  at 
| Cairo,  111.,  while  en  route  to  a Northern  prison,  and 
! made  the  best  of  his  way  home  on  foot.  A few 
weeks  later  he  rejoined  his  command  near  where 
he  was  captured,  and  served  until  the  final  sur- 
render, when  he  returned  home  and  again  became 
1 a follower  of  the  plow.  Ophelia,  the  daughter  of 
Alartin  S.  and  Catherine  Carpenter,  became  his 
wife  in  1876,  her  birth  having  occurred  in  Georgia. 

! In  addition  to  farming  he  has  followed  merchan- 
dising iu  Okolona  for  seven  years,  at  two  different 
times,  but  now  gives  his  sole  attention  to  farming 
; and  stock-raising,  his  farm  comprising  about  262 
acres,  of  which  100  are  under  cultivation.  He  is 
a stanch  Democrat  in  his  views,  and  during  1874- 
; 75  ancL.1878-70,  he  was  a member  of  the  General 
j Assembly  of  Arkansas  from  Clark  County,  and 
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discharged  his  duties  very  satisfactorily,  being  a 
member  of  several  important  committees.  He  is 
a member  of  the  A.  F.  & A.  M.,  Rob  Morris 
Lodge  No.  JOG,  of  Okolona,  and  he  is  also  a mem- 
ber of  the  K.  of  H.,  and  he  and  wife  belong  to 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  Mrs.  "Weir’s 
father  and  mother  were  born,  reared  and  married 
in  Georgia,  and  in  1853  came  to  Clark  County, 
Mrs.  Carpenter  dying  the  same  year  of  their  ar- 
rival here.  Mr.  Carpenter  was  captain  of  a steam- 
boat on  the  Ouachita.  Arkansas  and  Mississippi 
Rivers  until  the  opening  of  the  war.  when  he  en- 
tered the  Confederate  Army  salt  works  in  Arkan- 
sas. After  the  war  he  worked  at  his  trade  of 
machinist  for  some  years,  then  returned  to  steam- 
boating until  failing  health  compelled  him  to  give 
up  this  calling.  He  went  to  Denver,  Colo.,  to 
recuperate  his  failing  energies,  but  nature  had 
been  too  long  overtaxed,  and  there  he  died  in  187-1. 
mourned  by  many  besides  his  immediate  and  sor- 
rowing household. 

Walter  Turner  Weir,  like  his  brother,  William 
H.  "Weir,  whose  sketch  immediately  precedes  this, 
was  born  in  Clark  County,  his  birth  occurring  on 
the  1st  of  May,  1849,  and  like  him.  he  is  also  a 
successful  tiller  of  the  soil  and  a stock- raiser.  After 
obtaining  a fair  knowledge  of  the  " world  of  books’’ 
in  the  common  schools,  he  completed  his  education 
in  Okolona  Academy,  an  institution  he  attended 
before  and  after  the  war.  In  1S77  he  united  his 
fortune  with  that  of  Lydia  Morrison,  who  was  born 
in  Roane  County,  Tenn. , and  by  her  is  the  father 
of  a family  which  consists  of  three  daughters.  Mr. 
Weir  has  always  been  noted  for  his  industry  and 
enterprise,  and  the  excellent  farm  of  180  acres 
which  he  is  now  engaged  in  tilling,  he  has  earned 
by  his  own  efforts.  He  has  seventy  acres  under 
cultivation,  and  his  farm  is  otherwise  improved, 
the  buildings  all  being  in  good  condition.  He  is 
a Democrat,  his  first  presidential  vote  being  cast 
for  Greeley  in  1872,  and  he  is  a member  of  the 
K.  of  H.,  and  he  and  wife  belong  to  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church.  Mrs.  Weir  is  a daughter  of 
"William  and  Deborah  (Holmes)  Morrison,  who  were 
born  in  Tennessee,  in  which  State  the  mother  died 
in  1807,  and  the  father  in  1887.  He  was  a farmer 
by  occupation,  and  during  the  late  war  served  in 
the  Confederate  ai my,  in  Capt.  Blythe’s  cavalry 
company.  Dps.  Weir  came  with  a brother  to 
Clark  County,  Ark.,  in  1N75,  and  here  met  her 
future  husband,  Mr.  Weir. 

Francis  All.  White,  junior  member  of  tbe  well- 
known  firm  of  Cagle  A White,  general  merchants 
doing  business  at  Beirne,  was  born  in  Hardin 
County.  Tenn.,  September  N.  1858.  the  eldest  child 


! of  William  M.  and  Emily  J.  (Cummings)  White, 

1 natives  of  Tennessee,  the  former  a farmer  and  over- 
i seer  by  occupation.  They  moved  to  Clark  County, 
j Ark.,  in  1800,  and  upon  the  breaking  out  of  the 
j late  war,  Mr.  White  enlisted  in  the  Confederate 
i service,  and  died  in  the  service,  or  rather  was  taken 
| sick,  and  came  home  to  die.  He  was  a Democrat 
[ in  politics.  His  wife  died  at  the  close  of  the  war, 
i a member  of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  leaving  two 
| children:  Francis  M.  (the  eldest)  and  a daughter, 
Martha  Ann  (who  died  when  about  eleven  years  of 
{ age).  * At  bis  parents’  death,  tbe  subject  of  this 
: sketch  was  taken  by  bis  uncle,  J.  M.  White,  a 
j farmer  of  this  county,  by  whom  he  was  reared,  at- 
! tending  school  in  this  county,  and  when  nineteen 
I years  of  age,  commenced  doing  for  himself,  choos- 
ing farming  as  his  occupation  in  life,  going  to 
| Johnson  County,  Tex.,  where  he  remained  for  one 
; year,  and  then  returned  to  liis  home  in  Clark 
i County.  In  1882  he  purchased  eighty  acres  of 
i land,  which  he  improved  and  sold,  and  then  bought 
! again.  In  November,  .1885,  he  came  to  Beirne, 

| and  commenced  a general  merchandise  business, 
j in  August,  1889,  forming  a partnership  with  A.  W. 

I Cagle,  and  now  does  a general  merchandise  and 
I mill  business.  The  firm  owns  some  very  fine  tim- 
| ber  land.  He  has  been  very  successful,  chiefly  the 
result  of  his  own  efforts.  January  1,  1880,  he  was 
i married  to  Miss  Irene  Daniel,  daughter  of  L.  B. 

| Daniel,  of  this  county,  and  the  fruits  of  this  union 
| have  been  three  children,  viz. : Oliver,  William 

! and  Fred.  Mrs.  White  is  a member  of  tbe  Alethod- 
i ist  Episcopal  Church,  South.  In  his  political  views, 
Mr.  White  affiliates  with  the  Democratic  party, 
aud  is  an  enterprising  and  prosperous  citizen. 

Andrew  J.  Widener  is  a prominent  member  of 
; the  medical  fraternity  of  Clark  County,  and. 

; although  still  a young  man,  he  has  already  estab- 
! lished  a reputation  of  which  many  an  older  phy- 
! siciau  might  justly  feel  proud.  His  father,  Will- 
I iam  B.  Widener,  a farmer  by  occupation,  was  born 
j in  Georgia  in  December,  1819.  and  was  married  to 
! Miss  Alary  Osborn,  also  of  Georgia,  by  whom  he 
| had  nine  children,  the  subject  of  this  sketch  being 
I the  sixth  in  order  of  birth.  In  1852  the  family 
emigrated  to  Clark  County,  Ark.,  and  here  the 
| father  died  in  1880.  During  the  late  war  his  experi- 
ences as  a soldier  were  somewhat  varied.  Although 
his  sympathies  were  with  the  Union,  he  served  in 
J the  Confederate  army  in  an  Arkansas  regiment  of 
j infantry  for  soino  time,  aud  participated  in  the 
battle  of  Brownsfight.  and  others.  In  his  political 
| views  he  sided  with  t he  Republican  party.  He 
was. a member  of  the  Church  of  Christ,  to  which 
! church  his  widow  also  belongs,  and  in  which  they 
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were  both  earnest  workers.  He  was  also  a mem- 
ber of  tlie  Union  League.  His  widow,  is  still  liv- 
ing at  the  ago  of  sixty -five,  and  resides  with  her 
son,  the  subject  of  this  sketch.  Andrew  J.  AYid- 
oner  is  eminently  a self-made  man.  His  education 
is  the  result  of  his  own  exertions,  as  he  went  to 
school  on  credit  and  afterward  worked  on  a farm 
to  pay  for  it;  his  medical  education  was  obtained 
I the  same  way.  He  received  his  literary  education 
at  the  Amity  Academy,  finishing  at  the  State  Uni- 
versity at  Fayetteville.  When  a boy  of  seventeen, 
against  his  father's  wishes  he  commenced  the 
study  of  medicine,  and  afterward  taught  school. 
In  18S4  he  resumed  the  study  of  medicine  under 
Dr.  F.  Riggs.  In  18S-I  and  1885  he  attended 
lectures  at  the  American  Medical  College;  then 
taught  school  for  live  months,  and  then  commenced 
the  practice  of  medicine  at  Dobyville,  which  he 
continued  for  eighteen  months.  In  1880  and  1887 
he  again  attended  lectures  at  the  American  Medi- 
cal College,  where  he  graduated,  since  which  time 
lie  has  been  engaged  in  the  practice  of  his  profes- 
sion at  Gurdou,  where  he  has  already  built  up  a 
large  practice.  In  connection  with  this  practice, 
Dr.  Widener  is  also  engaged  in  the  drug  business, 
keeping  his  own  dispensing  medicines,  etc.  May 
2,  1888,  he  was  married  to  Miss  Susie  E.  May, 
daughter  of  J.  Mi.  and  J.  C.  May,  of  this  county, 
and  this  union  has  resulted  in  the  birth  of  one 
child,  a daughter.  Both  Mr.  and  Airs.  AYidener 
are  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 
South,  the  former  being  recording  steward.  In 
1889  he  was  elected  corresponding  secretary  of  the 
Arkansas  Eclectic  Medical  Association,  and  in  1890 
he  was  re-elected  to  the  same  office. 

Dr.  E.  G.  Wilder,  secretary  and  manager  of 
the  Arkadelphia  Cotton  Mills,  was  born  in  Fayette 
; County,  Tenn.,  February  10,  1837,  being  the  third 
of  twelve  children  born  to  Nazareth  and  Sarah 
(Baker)  Wilder,  the  father  born  in  North  Carolina 
and  the  mother  in  Alabama.  They  both  removed 
to  Tennessee  at  an  early  day  and  then  to  Arkansas, 
where  the  mother  passed  from  this  life  in  the  year 
1870.  Nazareth  AVildor  is  still  living  and  is  a res- 
ident of  Texarkana,  Ark.  In  1844  Air.  Wilder  re- 
moved to  Arkansas  and  settled  near  what  is  now 
Camden,  there  being  at  that  time  only  a few  log 
cabins  in  the  place  and  a little  log  store  kept  by 
Ezra  Hill,  and  he  was  one  of  the  first  settlers  of 
this  region.  In  1859  he  moved  to  Miller  County, 
and  located  near  Texarkana,  where  he  is  spending 
his  declining  years.  He  has  reached  the  advanced 
ago  of  eighty  years,  but  he  is  remarkably  wMl 
preserved,  his  memory  especially  showing  no  indi- 
cations of  the  ravages  of  time.  He  has  taken  a 
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prominent  part  in  the  affairs  of  the  different  com- 
munities in  which  he  lias  resided,  and  at  one  time 
tilled  temporarily  the  position  of  county  and  pro  | 
bate  judge  of  Ouachita  County.  E.  C.  AVilder’s 
youth  was  spent  in  Arkansas,  to  which  State  he 
came  when  in  his  seventh  year,  and  here  the  most 
of  his  education  was  received,  it  being  only  such  as 
could  he  obtained  in  the  primitive  log  school-house 
of  early  times.  Iu  1802  he  enlisted  in  Company 
C,  Sixth  Arkansas  Regiment,  and  until  the  final 
surrender  served  as  lieutenant  and  assistant  sur- 
geon in  Hughey’s  battery,  having  been  an  attend-  i 
ant  of  the  Medical  University  of  Louisville,  Ivy., 
in  1855-50  and  the  University  of  Louisiana  at  New 
Orleans  in  1857-58.  He  was  an  applicant  for  the 
position  of  hospital  student,  but  as  there  were  only 
three  vacancies  and  thirteen  applicants  he  did  not 
receive  the  desired  position.  After  the  final  sur- 
render he  went  back  to  Miller  County  and  prac- 
ticed medicine  on  Red  River  until  1879,  and  there  j 
from  a cash  capital  of  82.50  in  gold  he  built  up  a 
lucrative  practice.  In  1879  he  came  to  Arka- 
delphia and  engaged  as  a book-keeper,  which  call-  i 
ing  lie  has  made  his  chief  business  ever  since.  j 
Soon  after  the  organization  of  the  Arkadelphia 
Cotton  Mills  and  upon  their  completion  he  was  made 
secretary  and  general  manager,  and  is  now  dis- 
charging the  duties  incumbent  upon  these  posi- 
tions to  the  satisfaction  of  all  concerned.  In  the 
summer  of  1880  business  became  very  slow  in  Ark- 
adelphia, and  the  Doctor  and  two  others  thinking 
it  about  time  to  wake  up  the  citizens,  he  procured 
an  old  auction  bell  and  went  through  the  town  ring- 
ing  it  in  a very  energetic  manner,  and  shouting: 

“ Wake  up  here,  the  town  is  dead  and  the  Hies  will 
soon  be  blowing  us,  and  let  ns  have  a railroad  or 
something  to  infuse  new  life  in  us,  else  we  are 
gone,”  That  evening  a meeting  was  held  in  the 
mayor's  office  and  the  preliminary  arrangements 
were  made  for  the  building  of  the  Ultima  Thule, 
Arkadelphia  & Mississippi  Railroad,  of  which 
the  Doctor  was  secretary  and  treasurer  for  two  ! 
years.  Thus  we  may  call  him  one  of  the  origi- 

* * o 

nators  of  this  road.  He  has  always  been  of  the 
pushing  aud  enterprising  sort,  and  almost  anything 
is  better  to  him  than  stagnation,  therefore  all 
worthy  enterprises  find  in  him  a liberal  supporter. 

He  was  married  in  1800  to  Eliza  J.  Stewart,  a na- 
tive of  Georgia,  by  whom  he  has  four  children: 
Stewart,  Tomerwin,  Sadie  and  E.  Gabbert.  Dr. 
and  Airs.  Wilder  are  members  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church,  and  he  has  been  Sabbath-school  superin- 
tendent for  over  ten  years,  as  well  as  an  elder  in 
the  church.  Socially  lie  is  a member  of  the  Ma- 
sonic fraternity  and  t lie  K.  of  H. 
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A.  W.  Wilson,  the  well-known  clerk  of  Clark 
County,  Ark.,  is  a native  of  the  county,  and  on 
account  of  his  long  acquaintance  in  the  vicinity,  is 
held  in  high  esteem  by  all  who  know  him.  His 
j birth  occurred  on  the  22d  of  April,  1.855,  and  he 
is  a son  of  Willis  and  Sarah  A.  ( Wells)  Wilson,  (he 
former  a native  of  Missouri,  and  the  latter  of  Clark 
County,  Ark.  The  former  was  taken  by  his  parents 
to  Arkansas  when  he  was  an  infant,  and  here  he 
was  reared  to  manhood,  being  one  of  the  first  set 
tiers  of  this  region.  His  father  was  a merchant, 
and  at  the  breaking  out  of  the  Rebellion  he  en- 
listed in  the  supply  department  of  the  Government 
service,  in  which  capacity  he  served  throughout 
the  war.  After  the  cessation  of  hostilities  he  re 
turned  home,  and  followed  different  enterprises 
until  his  death,  which  occurred  in  1875.  His  wife 
died  in  1878,  having  borne  him  ten  children,  six 
of  whom  are  living.  A.  W.  Wilson,  the  immediate 
subject  of  this  sketch,  is  the  eldest  of  three  broth- 
ers now  residing  in  Arkadelphia,  Ark.,  and  in  Clark 
County  he  was  reared  and  educated.  He  finished  his 
schooling  in  St.  John’s  College,  of  Little  Rock,  i 
Ark.,  in  1S74,  then  taught  in  the  public  schools  for 
about  four  years,  after  which  he  was  appointed  to 
the  position  of  deputy  circuit  clerk,  serving  faith- 
fully and  well  until  September,  1888,  when  he  was 
elected  to  his  present  office,  which  he  has  filled  in 
.a  highly  satisfactory  manner  to  all  concerned.  He 
was  married  in  1877  to  Miss  Isabel  Johnson,  of 
Arkadelphia,  by  whom  he  has  two  children:  Dora 
(born  on  the  28th  of  December,  1879)  and  "Willis 
(born  June  9,  1882).  Mr.  Wilson  is  one  of  the 
enterprising  men  of  Clark  County,  and  bears  an 
enviable  reputation  for  honesty  and  uprightness. 
The  maternal  grandparents  were  the  first-  couple 
that  were  married  between  Little  Rock  and  Arka- 
delphia. and  were  among  the  first  settlers  of  this 
county.  The  grandfather  was  a farmer  by  occu- 
pation, and  was  also  an  extensive  stock-raiser. 
The  grandparents  on  both  sides  were  among  the 
earliest  settlers  of  this  region. 

J.  II.  Wilson  is  an  enterprising  and  successful 
liveryman  of  Arkadelphia,  Ark.,  and  was  born  in 


Floyd  County,  Ga.,  on  the  23d  of  January,  .1802, 
being  one  of  three  surviving  members  of  a family 
of  six  children  born  to  John  and  Naucv  (Dukes) 
W ilson.  also  natives  of  Georgia,  in  which  State  the 
mother  passed  from  life.  About  the  year  1872 
Mr.  Wilson  came  to  Clark  County,  Ark.,  and  located 
on  a good  farm  near  Arkadelphia,  where  he  made 
his  home  nnti'J  his  death,  which  occurred  in  1878. 
J.  H.  Wilson  was  about  ten  years  of  age  when  he 
was  brought  to  this  county  by  his  father,  and  from 
his  earliest  recollections  he  had  been  familiar  with 
the  duties  of  farm  life,  the  occupation  of  agricult- 
ure receiving  his  attention  until  about  1888,  when 
he  left  the  plow  to  come  to  Arkadelphia  and  engage 
in  the  livery  business.  He  has  a first-class  estab- 
lishment, his  barn  being  well  stocked  with  all  neces- 
sary vehicles,  and  he  keeps,  on  an  average,  fourteen 
head  of  horses,  which  are  always  ready  for  use  at 
reasonable  rates.  He  also  deals  in  stock  to  a con 
siderable  extent,  and  may  be  said  to  be  one  of  the 
wide-awake  and  enterprising  business  men  of  the 
place,  in  November.  1881,  he  was  united  in  mar- 
riage to  Miss  Martha  Yin  field,  by  whom  be  has 
two  bright  and  interesting  little  children:  Edgar 
and  Effie. 

William  A.  Young,  an  engineer  on  the  South- 
western Arkansas  & Indian  Territory  Railroad 
since  1880,  was  born  in  Lawrence  County,  Ark., 
and  for  twelve  years  previous  to  that  year  was  in 
the  employ  of  the  St.  Louis,  Iron  Mountain  A. 
Southern  Railroad  Company.  He  was  married,  in 
1882,  in  Camden,  Ark.,  to  Miss  L.  E.  Norman, 
daughter  of  William  P.  Normau.  by  whom  he  has 
two  children:  Willie  B.  and  Charley  S.  Mr. 
Young  is  a stockholder  in  and  vice-president  of  the 
Smithton  Lumber  Company.  He  and  James  A. 
Smith,  now  deceased,  were  firm  aud  fast-  friends, 
both  in  adversity  and  affluence.  In  politics  he 
sides  with  the  Democratic  party.  He  belongs  to 
the  Brotherhood  of  Locomotive  Engineers,  and 
was  a charter  member  of  the  Order  of  Locomotive 
Firemen  of  Little  Rock.  Mr.  Young  is  a firm 
believer  in  Spiritualism.  He  is  well  known  in  this 
community. 
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ILLER  COUNTY  is  in 
the  southwest  corner 
of  Arkansas,  and  is 
hemmed  in  by  the 
serpentine  course  of  the 
Red  River  and  the  Texas 
and  Louisiana  State  lines, 
/A  r spreading  in  an  oblong 
shape  toward  the  north  and  south 
with  an  extensive  area.  McKin- 
ney Bayou  cuts  off  to  the  north 
and  east  a large  bottom  of  cres- 
cent-shape. embracing  probably 
over  one-fourth  of  the  county, 
leaving  the  rest  largely  sandy  and 
sandy-loam  uplands  of  a rolling 
character  and  heavily  wooded. 
The  Sulphur  Fork  of  Red  River 
cut  off  the  southern  one-third  of 
the  county  with  its  narrow  bottoms, 
averaging  a couple  of  miles  in  width.  The  up- 
links are  about  50  to  100  feet  above  the  bot- 
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height  above  sea  level  at  Texarkana 


is  about  000  feet.  This  makes  excellent  drainage, 
rich  bottoms  and  tine  uplands.  There  is  but  little 
rock,  scarcely  any  so  far  found  lit  for  building, 
except  some  rough  conglomerate.  There  are 
indications  of  iron  and  coal,  but  as  yet  none  has 
been  developed.  The  finest  kinds  of  pottery,  tire- 
brick  and  tile  clays  are  spread  over  the  county  in 


inexhaustible  quantities.  Her  great  wealth  is  her 
magnificent  pine  forests,  which  on  the  uplands  are 
heavily  mixed  with  the  various  oaks,  while  the 
bottoms  teem  with  cotton-woods,  ash.  walnut, 
gums,  holly,  cypress,  beech,  cedars  and  other  hard 
and  soft  woods.  These  are  cut  and  stripped  in 
large  quantities,  and  afford  excellent  revenues  to 
the  large  number  of  wealthy  lumber  companies 
whose  railways  and  mills  are  scattered  over  her 
surface.  But  in  the  distant  future,  when  the  for- 
ests are  cleared,  this  is  to  prove  a tine  stock  and 
fruit  country.  In  the  past  cotton  has  been  the 
great  crop,  with  some  corn  and  oats,  but  within 
the  past  year  mixed  farming  has  taken  a rapid  ad- 
vance and  stock  culture  has  made  long  strides  for 
so  short  a time.  New  breeds  of  horses,  boors  and 
cattle  are  brought  in  constantly,  and  with  the  cul- 
tivation of  new  grasses,  and  the  line  winter  climate 
for  stock,  this  promises  well  for  tire  future.  As 
for  fruits,  berries  of  all  kinds,  pears,  peaches, 
grapes,  water- melons,  garden  vegetables  and  the 
like  only  await  attention  to  become  one  of  the 
leading  industries.  Add  to  this  the  fact  that  na- 
ture has  placed  her  on  the  great  highway  to  Texas 
and  the  Southwest,  and  railways  have  made  her 
capital  a veritable  “Gate  City”  to  enter  that  re- 
gion, and  Miller’s  prospects  are  rare  and  happy  in 
the  extreme.  But  there  may  still  bo  recalled  the 
fact  that  Sulphur  Fork  and  Red  River  furnish 
navigation  along  their  entire  length  through  the 
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county,  while  good  water,  mineral  springs  and  ex- 
cellent wells  swell  the  list  of  attractions  that  are 
yearly  bringing  settlers  within  her  borders.  The 
surrounding  counties  are  Little  River.  Hempstead 
and  La  Fayette,  in  Arkansas,  and  Bowie  and  Cass, 
in  Texas,  with  a Louisiana  parish  on  the  south. 

It  is  not  known  who  was  the  first  white  man  to 
visit.  Miller  territory,  but  it  is  certain  that  some 
were  here  as  early  as  the  first  two  decades  of  the 
present  century.  There  are  really  three  periods  in 
the  settlement  of  this  region — the  squatter  period 
j which  may  be  said  to  reach  down  to  1840;  the  set- 
tler period,  reaching  to  I S 7 3 ; and  the  railway  ep- 
och since  that  date. 

When  news  of  this  county’s  wealth  in  bottoms, 
lumber  and  game  reached  Alabama,  Georgia  and 
other  States  east,  many  planters  sent  out  squads  of 
slaves  under  a son  or  overseer  to  just  “squat”  on 
any  land  unoccupied,  and  raise  cotton  and  corn, 
i Game,  deer,  bear,  fowls,  honey  and  the  like  were 
so  abundant  that  men  could  subsist  without  work  if 
they  chose.  Those  were  “careless,  happy  days,” 
as  the  old  settler  puts  it.  He  found  remnants  of 
j the  Chickasaw,  Choctaw,  Caado.  and  Quawpaw 
Indians  here,  and  one  of  their  chief  villages 
’ was  at  Spring  Bank,  or  Factory  Bluff,  as  it  was 
then  called,  and  where  remains  of  the  old  govern- 
ment fortifications  can  still  be  seen.  But  the  In- 
dians were  friendly,  and  would  pick  cotton,  hunt, 
trade  pelts  for  powder  and  lead,  and  lead  a no- 
madic life ‘generally.  One  of  their  main  trails  or 
j traces  was  the  old  military  road.  As  years  passed 
they  scattered  and  died  out. 

Many  of  the  squatters  became  permanent  set- 
tlers, however;  the  land  was  held  by  common  con- 
sent without  title  before  1S40.  There  were  no  in- 
dustries but  the  slave  labor  of  the  plantation,  and 
the  stopping  of  vessels  at  each  planter's  landing  : 
to  take  on  and  put  off  commodities.  The  houses 
were  all  log  with  puncheon  floors.  What  lumber 
there  was  was  made  by  the  old  whipsaw.  The  cat- 
I tie  were  on  the  ranges  the  year  around.  “ There 
were  no  hardships,”  say  the  old  gray-liaird  men, 
as  they  look  back  to  the  days  of  youthful  vigor. 
There  was  general  trustfulness  and  unity  of  feel- 
] ing;  neighbors,  who  were  fifteen  or  twenty  miles 
I away,  were  necessary  to  each  other. 

Speculators  in  land  appeared  early  in  the  forties, 
and  people  at  once  began  to  get  titles  to  their  land 
by  entry.  The  earliest  entry  on  record  is  that  of 
A.  J.  Armstrong,  in  1S40.  in  the  north  part  of  the 
county.  Many  of  these  entries  had  been  here  as 
I early  as  1.S36 — for  example  R.  Kelley,  the  father 
of  Col.  W.  R.  Kelley,  of  Texarkana.  In  1841 
no  entries  are  recorded.  In  1842  were  those  of 


Martin  G.  Cagle,  Rich.  H.  Binford,  Sheridan  W. 
Williams,  Collins  Johnson,  G.  Crenshaw,  Benja- 
min F.  Rayburn,  A/.ariah  Moss,  J.  B.  Glass.  John 
Parkmau.  C.  W.  Waddell,  Haynes  Crabtree,  J.  M. 
Daniel,  Amstead  Waddell,  G.  McDaniel,  J.  L. 
Howard,  J.  C.  Wilson  and  Mary  Crabtree. 

A larger  number  entered  in  1843:  Levi  Eder, 

Reddin  Bird,  IV.  W.  Andrews,  D.  I’.  Palmer,  Eliz- 
abeth Chappell,  A.  C.  Roberts,  W.  M.  Burton, 
George  Dooley.  R.  H.  Finn,  Harriet  Wynn,  Robert 
Cannington,  Pliiueas  Nash,  E.  L.  Pryor,  J.  W. 
Paup,  13.  Lloyd,  R.  F.  Loftus,  L.  A.  Kirk.  W.  H. 
Fore,  A.  G,  Owen,  J.  P.  Alford,  E.  C.  Stringer, 
•James  Dick,  Robert  Hamilton  (a  very  wealthy  man). 
Jarrett  James,  I.  N.  Jones,  S.  D.  Rainey,  James 
Trigg,  Henry  Crabtree.  John  Trigg,  H.  Trammell, 
D.  Sayers,  T.  J.  Edwards,  T.  P.  Day.  Josiah  Gar- 
land, W.  H.  Garland,  K.  Taylor,  A.  Hemphill,  M. 
Cryer,  J.  G.  Fuller,  James  Abraham,  J.  II.  Neely, 
J.  Dickson,  W.  Crabtree,  F.  Henderson,  J.  Crab- 
tree, John  Bradlev.  J.  B.  Diggs,  R.  Keller  and  R. 
Blanton,  nearly  all  of  whom  were  on  bottom  lands. 

From  this  time  to  1850  there  were  but  few:  W. 
F.  Morris  in  1849:  M.  Wright,  a very  wealthy  man. 
in  1849;  John  Kirby  in  1846;  L.  Earle,  and  J.  IV. 
Rogers,  in  1844.  were  all  that  appeared  on  the  rec- 
ords. The  greatest  influx  was  probably  from  1854 
to  1860.  Since  the  war  it  has  been  more  gradual, 
but  greater  probably  since  1873.  since  the  railways 
were  completed,  and  especially  great  since  1SS2. 

Richard  Blanton  was  one  of  the  earliest  jus- 
tices. Probably  the  first  mill  was  near  Bright 
Star  in  1855,  an  ox  mill  owned  by  J.  H.  Forbes, 
and  succeeded  later  by  a steam-mill.  The  great 
milling  interests  did  not  begin  until  1874.  after 
the  railways  opened  it,  when  it  soon  grew  into  the 
stalwart  proportions  of  such  firms  as  the  Gate  City 
Lumber  Company,  with  headquarters  on  the  Texas 
line;  E.  IV.  Frost  & Co.,  at  Genoa;  the  Big 
Woods  Lumber  Company,  at  Boggy;  The  J.  H. 
Sewell  Company,  at  Cameron  Mills;  Moore  A 
Wells,  at  Motz,  and  several  others.  The  first  post- 
office  was  probably  at  Spring  Bank  under  its  old 
name.  The  main  postal  routes  were  from  Lewis- 
ville to  Fulton,  and  to  Linden,  Tex. 

It.  was  scarcely  a year  after  March  2,  1819.  the 
date  of  Arkansas  Territory  formation,  that  a large 
county  was  carved  out  in  the  southwest  corner  (in- 
cluding a slice  of  Texas),  and  honored  with  the 
name  of  the  Territory's  chief,  Gov.  James  Miller. 
This  was  done  April  1.  1820,  when  the  big  county 
had  a population  of  999.  New  counties  were 
made,  and  by  1830  Miller  had  but  350;  while  six 
years  later  its  name  was  dropped.  The  judges 
from  1829  to  1836  were:  John  Morton,  G.  C.  Wet- 
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more.  G.  M.  Martin.  J.  D.  Harding  and  R.  Lynn. 
The  clerks  from  1821  to  the  end  were:  John  Clark, 
J.  H.  Fowler,  G.  F.  Lawton,  George  Wet  more, 
X.  G.  Crittenden.  D.  C.  Steele.  N.  G.  Crittenden. 
J.  W.  Green,  B.  C.  Fowler  and  1J.  L.  Cowan, 
The  sheriffs:  J.  F.  Colville,  in  1821,  B.  English, 
C.  Wright,  Charles  Burkem,  G.  F.  Lawton,  R. 
M Hopkins  and  E.  Frazier.  John  Morton  was 
treasurer.  The  coroners:  J.  Ewing,  C.  Wright, 
Thomas  Poll;.  L>.  Clark,  George  Collum.  R.  Nail 
and  J.  J.  Ward.  The  surveyors:  J.  G.  Pierson, 
in  1827 : Joseph  Mitchell-,  in  1833,  and  J.  Meachan. 
Little  is  known  of  the  old  county,  as  there  are  no 
records  accessible. 

In  the  county  changes  Miller  territory  became 
a part  of  Lafayette,  which  was  organized  on  Octo- 
ber 15,  1827,  so  that  many  of  the  above  names 
have  no  reference  to  Miller  territory  as  now 
named.  The  reader  is  here  referred  to  the  sketch 
of  Lafayette  County  in  this  volume. 

On  December  22,  1874.  after  the  appearance 
of  the  railway,  li  An  act  to  establish  the  County 
of  Miller,  and  for  other  purposes  ” was  approved. 
It  provided  that  all  that  portion  of  territory  now 
lying  and  being  in  the  county  of  Lafayette,  situate 
and  lying  south  and  west  of  the  main  channel  of 
Red  River,  be,  and  is  hereby  formed  into  a sepa- 
rate and  distinct  county  to  be  known  and  designated 
as  the  county  of  Miller.”  It  was  to  be  in  the 
Second  Congressional  and  Ninth  Judicial  Districts, 
with  election  precincts  at  Texarkana,  the  temporary 
county  seat,  Rondo,  McKenzie’s  Store,  Wynn’s 
School  and  Bright  Star;  while  the  townships  were 
to  be  Red  River  as  before;  Beech,  including  Beech 
aud  La  Grange,  and  Sulphur  Fork,  including  the 
old  and  Roane  Townships.  The  county  court  or- 
ganized at  Texarkana.  February  27,  1875,  under 
Judge  Edwin  Bancroft,  and  the  first  real  business 
was  a ferry  license  made  out  to  Elijah  Kirtley  and 
G.  W.  Jackson,  at  Cut  Off. 

From  time  to  time  changes  have  been  made  in 
; townships,  until  the  list  now  is:  Homan,  Garland, 
Lost  Prairie,  Red  River,  Cleveland,  Day’s  Creek, 
Beech,  Cut  Off  and  Sulphur. 

The  new  county  began  with  a pro  rata  debt  of 
about  84,000.  By  October,  1870,  there  was  a debt 
of  about  §54,000,  and  county  scrip  sold  as  low  as 
15  cents  on  the  dollar.  No  buildings  had  been  made 
yet;  a court-house  was  rented.  By  1880  scrip  had 
risen  to  50  cents,  and  as  the  Iron  Mountain  Rail- 
way donated  a site  and  alternate  lots  about  the 
square,  a court-house  was  built  at  a cost  of  about 
87,000.  It  is  a two-story  brick,  with  a jail  in  the 
first  story,  containing  four  cells.  The  building  is 
on  one  corner  of  the  lot,  to  leave  room  for  a large 


and  permanent  structure,  which  is  now  contem- 
plated, and  for  which  funds  are  being  raised.  A 
poor-farm,  costing  less  than  82,000,  was  established. 
By  1886  841,000  had  been  paid,  and  $2,500  was 
on  hand.  On  June  30,  1S90.  the  year’s  receipts 
had  been  $22,472.55,  and  the  expenditures  820,- 
163.54,  leaving  a credit  balance  of  $2,309.01,  and 
no  debt.  The  court-house  fund  on  hand  toward 
the  new  court  house  is  82,846.36,  and  a county 
general  school  fund  of  82,098.12,  while  there  was 
a special  school  fund  of  810.429.40,  of  which 
83,724  wa§  due  to  Texarkana  District,  with  next 
largest  amount  due  to  districts  Nos.  1,  8,  9 and  2, 
and  the  lowest  being  89.66  to  No.  16.-  No  bonds 
have  ever  been  issued;  about  seven  bridges  have 
been  erected,  chiefly  on  McKinney  Bayou;  county 
roads  have  been  kept  up,  which  lie  chiefly  in  two 
systems,  namely  those  centering  at  Texarkana,  to 
Fulton,  Dooley’s  Ferry,  Cut  Off,  Lynn  Ferry  and 
Line  Ferry,  and  those  centering  at  Bright  Star,  to 
Spring  Bank  and  a few  lesser  points. 

The  assessment  rolls  of  1889  show  336,778.44 
acres  assessed,  at  a total  valuation  of  81.667,600, 
of  which  $884,630  ivas  city  property.  There  were 
2,958  voters;  2.156  horses,  valued  at  877.275; 
1.303  mules  and  asses,  at  874,745:  18,227  neat 
cattle,  at  $76,335;  1.736  sheep,  at  81,965:  9,998 
hogs,  at  811,958;  1,108  carriages,  at  832.105;  411 
watches,  at  810.910;  105  pianos,  at  813,210;  gen- 
eral merchandise,  at  8200.210;  manufactured 
articles,  at  891.115;  moneys,  etc.,  at  8105,595; 
bonds,  etc.,  at  83,825;  banking  outfits,  at  81.500 
and  other  stuff  at  8634,802,  giving  a total  of  81,- 
335,550.  and  a grand  total  of  83,003,150. 

The  taxes  and  funds  for  that  year  were:  Poll 

tax  at  81;  State  tax  of  86,006.30;  State  debt  tax 
of  83,093.15;  State  school  tax,  86,006.30;  county 
general,  of  812,012.60;  new-  court-house  fund, 
83,003.15;  city  general,  86,725.45.  for  Texarkana: 
assessor’s  and  school  fund  penalties,  8791,  and 
school  tax  of  813.754. 08,  making  a total  of  854,- 
300.03,  of  which  851,519  was  collected. 

The  population  in  1.SS0  was  9.919,  of  which 
4,595  were  colored  and  5.324  w hite.  There  were 
only  388  foreign  born  in  this  number.  In  1890 
there  is  estimated  to  be  nearly  15,000  people  in 
Miller  County,  with  a less  proportion  of  the  col- 
ored. 

The  presidential  vote  has  been  as  follows:  In 

1876.  Democrats,  659;  Republicans,  634.  In  1889. 
Democrats.  854;  Republicans.  735:  Greenbackers, 
4.  In  1884,  Democrats,  1.054:  Republicans.  971 ; 
Prohibitionists.  16;  Greenbackers,  5.  Iu  1888. 
Democrats  1,164;  Republicans,  1,015:  Prohibition- 
ists, 21;  Union  Laborites,  65.  On  the  license 
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question  in  1888  there  were  2.021  for,  and  474 
against.  On  the  constitutional  convention  in  1888, 
for  172,  against  1,663. 

The  county  judges  have  been  E.  Bancroft,  from 
1875;  M.  T.  Embree,  from  1876;  M.  W.  Edwards, 
from  1878;  Thomas  Orr,  from  1S80;  W.  T.  Ham- 
ilton, from  1882;  C.  M.  Hervey,  from  1 SS4 ; Ira 
A.  Church,  from  1886,  and  J.  W.  Yates,  from 
188S. 

Clerks — W.  J.  Watson,  from  1875;  W.  R. 
Ivelley,  from  1876;  Martin  Forster,  from  1886, 
and  B.  W.  Adams,  from  1888. 

Sheriffs — J.  A.  Roberts,  from  1S75;  C.  E. 
Dixon,  from  1882;  W.  T.  Hamilton,  from  1884;  C. 
E.  Dixon,  from  1886.  and  A.  S.  Blythe,  from  1888. 

The  treasury  was  in  the  hands  of  T.  J.  Ed- 
wards from  1875,  J.  1.1.  Oats,  from  1876;  A.  B. 
McCollum,  from  1S7S:  T.  B.  Trigg,  from  1880:  R. 
R.  Attawav,  from  1886,  and  O.  Whittemore,  from 
1888. 

Coroners — IV.  F.  Sears,  from  18 75;  J.  A. 
Lynn,  from  1876;  H.  H.  King,  from  1880;  W.  H. 
Hawkins,  from  1882;  M.  Levy,  from  1884;  George 
Slierer,  from  1886,  and  T.  M.  Dean,  from  1888. 

Surveying  has  been  done  by  J.  T.  Hogane, 
from  1875;  M.  A.  Bryant,  from  1876:  J.  T.  Ho- 
gane. from  18S0:  R.  B.  Hazel,  from  1SS2;  A.  B. 
Matson,  from  1S84;  J.  T.  Hogane,  from  1886,  and 
P.  B.  Oats,  from  18SS. 

Assessors — IV.  IV.  Magee,  from  1875;  T.  J. 
Robertson,  from  1876;  J.  Y.  Scott,  from  1878; 
Joseph  Tisdale,  from  1880;  N.  IV.  Glover,  from 
1882;  A.  B.  Little,  from  1S84;  J.  G.  Meagher, 
from  1886;  Lucilius  Winham,  from  1888. 

The  citizens  who  have  been  State  Senators  are 
James  G.  Johnson  and  L.  A.  Byrne,  the  former  in 
1877  and  the  lattor  in  1887  and  1889.  Those 
serving  as  Representatives  are  Henry  F.  Best,  in 
1877;  J.  C.  Tyson,  in  1879  and  1SS3;  J.  A.  Rob- 
erts, in  1885;  C.  C.  Deprato,  in  1887,  and  R.  L. 
Trigg,  in  1889. 

About  1856  the  Cairo  & Fulton  Railway  was 
surveyed,  through  the  State  and  struck  the  Texas 
line  about  1856  and  they  received  their  grants.  The 
war,  however,  stopped  things  of  this  kind,  and  it 
was  not  until  the  fall  of  1873  that  it  was  completed, 
and  trains  began  running  in  December.  Up  to  this 
time  the  river  had  done  the  business,  and  freights 
on  cotton  bales  ranged  from  82  to  $25.  This  road 
gave  a great  impetus  to  the  county  and  has  done 
much  for  Texarkana.  It  has  since  become  a part  of 
the  St.  Louis,  Iron  Mountain  & Southern  Rail- 
way system,  and  has  18.76  miles  of  main  with 
8.56  miles  of  side  track  in  the  county,  the  mos£  of 
the  latter  being  at  Texarkana.  Its  assessment  in 


1S89  was  §278,680.  This  does  uot  include  their 
; magnificent  Union  Depot  at  Texarkana,  estimated 
• at  §75,000,  and  erected  in  the  past  winter. 

Iu  1S81  the  St.  Louis.  Arkansas  A Texas  Rail- 
way began  work  on  its  narrow-gauge  bed,  entering 
the  county  from  the  east  and  terminating  at  that 
great  railroad  center,  Texarkana.  It  is  also  known 
; as  the  "Cotton  Belt,”  and  after  completion  in  1882 
i ran  five  years  as  a narrow  gauge.  In  1887  it  was 
made  standard,  and  now  has  twenty-one  miles  of 
track  in  the  county,  assessed  in  1889  at  §147,465.81. 
They  also  have  a neat  depot  by  the  side  of  the 
Union  Depot. 

It  was  in  1887  that  the  Gate  City  Lumber  Com- 
pany began  a lumber  road  for  their  purposes  toward 
the  southeast  from  Texarkana.  The  company,  em- 
bracing G.  W.  Fouke,  president;  B.  Collins,  super- 
intendent and  vice;  C.  E.  Hay  don,  secretary;  B. 
T.  Estes,  treasurer;  and  W.  L.  Haydon,  began 
with  a capital  stock  of  §50,000.  The  road  has 
since  completed  twenty-four  miles  to  Lynn  Ferry 
on  Sulphur  Fork,  and  it  bears  the  name  Texar- 
kana & Shreveport  Railway.  Its  nine  miles  of 
| 1889  were  assessed  at  $25,SS5. 

Various  lumber  companies  have  lines  of  narrow- 
gauge  railroad  for  their  own  purposes:  The  East 
Texas  Lumber  Company  has  three  miles  of  track  in 
i the  southwest  corner  of  the  county:  The  Mathis 
| Lumber  Company  has  five  miles,  south  of  Texar- 
kana; the  B.  R.  Attawav  road  has  about  six  miles 
| in  Beech  Township;  The  E.  W.  Frost  Company  are 
to  put  in  eight  miles  to  the  east  of  Texarkana. 
These  are  all  narrow  gauge,  but  will  no  doubt  in 
time  develop,  as  the  Texarkana  & Shreveport  has 
done. 

The  physicians  and  lumberman  have  their  or- 
ganizations for  mutual  advancement,  but  are  asso- 
ciated with  Texas  District  societies.  The  Miller 
County  Farmers’  Alliance  was  organized  in  1887. 
It  has  thirteen  local  alliances  and  a membership  of 
j about  sixty  each.  The  teachers  also  have  their 
county  organizations. 

On  June  28,  1875,  the  first  circuit  court  was 
convened  at  Texarkana  by  Judge  James  K.  Young, 
and  with  D.  W.  Jones,  prosecuting  attorney, 
i Other  attorneys  enrolled  at  that  time  were:  J.  B. 
Burton,  James  G.  Johnson,  Oscar  D.  Scott,  Edwin 
Bancroft,  James  T.  Hogane,  Henry  S.  Johnson.  J. 
E.  Kirby.  G.  D.  Britt  and  A.  C.  Hill.  The  first 
grand  jury  were  M W.  Edwards,  foreman;  S.  G. 
Williams,  Morgan  Williams,  Robert  Coley,  C.  E. 
Bramble,  D.  W.  McKenzie,  W.  H.  Dillard.  J.  J. 

1 Towery,  N.  Wilder,  Jesse  Moore,  Joseph  Ferguson. 
E.  Bourquin,  N.  F.  Jackson,  J.  8V.  Goodson,  T. 
W.  Crow  and  E.  R.  Cullev.  Along  with  this  came 
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the  first  petit  jury,  whose  names  are:  J.  A.  Neal, 

| A.  Goodwin,  Frank  Spear.  W.  Clifford,  F.  Aldridge. 
John  Oates,  Charles  Brown,  S.  Jeter,  P.  Callahan. 
W.  Walraven,  O.  Hooker  D.  Ingram.  F.  Davis.  D. 
j Dozier.  F.  Goodson,  A.  Wilson.  I.  It.  Pitts,  B.  P. 
Pitts,  J.  Armstrong,  S.  Burgess,  J.  M.  Porter.  J. 
Milton.  J.  'Walraven  and  Charles  Rose.  David 
| Shipp's  case  was  the  first  taken  up.  and  the  first 
murder  case  was  that  of  Lee  Stewart — dismissed. 

Among  the  most  prominent  cases  which  have 
appeared  in  this  court-  may  be  mentioned  that  of  a 
man,  Dublin,  who  killed  John  McDonnel  in  a 
saloon  affray  about  1878;  that  of  the  murderer  of 
Eli  Moore  in  a similar  scrape  in  1881;  that  of 
Sheriff  C.  E.  Dixon  for  killing  a Mississippi  gam- 
bler in  the  court-room  in  1885.  and  in  which  he 
was  acquitted;  that  of  J.  D.  Hall  for  killing  Louie 
Carrara,  a case  of  acquittal  also;  and  that  of  Ed 
Spear  for  shooting  Dr.  H.  M.  Beidler,  also  an 
acquittal.  The  parties  involved  were  in  some  cases 
well-known  and  prominent  white  men.  The  col- 
ored population  has  furnished  its  share  of  crime. 

The  present  bar  of  the  county  are  located  at 
Texarkana — Scott  & Jones.  Byrne  & Jones,  Mont- 
gomery & Moore.  Cook  & Arnold,  Cook  & Cook, 
II.  L.  Grigsby,  T.  E.  Webber.  Cook  & Hays.  A. 
M.  Garrison,  E.  F.  Friedell,  John  Hallum,  Kirby 
& Sou,  H.  S.  Johnson.  John  Hamilton  and  possibly 
a few  lesser  lights.  Very  soon  Texarkana  will  be 
the  seat  of  a Federal  court. 

Miller  territory  furnished  a few  men  for  the 
Mexican  War  who  joined  Yell’s  regiment,  but  no 
company  was  formed.  A few  veterans  still  sur- 
vive. 

It  is  estimated  that  in  1860  Miller’s  population 
was  about  3,000.  of  which  2,000  were  slaves.  The 
number  of  voters  fell  below  3d0.  News  of  the 
Abolition  movement  so  roused  intense  feeling  that 
the  few  who  sympathized  with  them  found  it  safest 
to  not  say  much  about  it.  There  was  no  discussion; 
there  was  simply  hatred  of  Abolitionists,  and  the 
first  calls  for  troops  found  ready  response  to  tight 
them.  In  July,  1861,  the  first  company  was 
formed  at  Bright  Star  and  went  to  Washington, 

; Ark.,  under  its  captain,  J.  C.  Tyson.  They  joined 
the  Third  Arkansas  Infantry  under  McNair,  and 
operated  in  Missouri  and  east  of  the  Mississippi  in 
many  prominent  actions  and  suffered  fearfully; 
nearly  all  were  killed. 

In  February.  1862.  a second  company  was 
formed,  officered  as  follows:  Captain,  W.  R.  Kel- 
ley; first  lieutenant,  G.  W.  Mayfield;  and  second 
lieutenant,  C.  J.  W.  Mercer.  They  joined  t-lre 
Twentieth  Arkansas  Infantry,  and  at  the  reorgani- 
zation at  Corinth,  Capt.  Kelley  was  made  lieuten- 
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I ant-colonel  of  the  regiment,  and  Capt.  Mayfield 
1 took  his  place.  They  served  at  Arnold  Springs, 
Duvall’s  Bluff,  Fort  Pillow,  and  in  important- 
actions  east  of  the  Mississippi.  They,  too,  suf- 
fered greatly,  and  large  numbers  were  lost  through 
1 sickness. 

Others  joined  other  companies,  so  that  all 
; nearly,  but  old  men  and  boys  under  sixteen,  found 
i their  way  into  some  part  of  the  service  for  the 
Southern  cause. 

In  the  county  no  action  took  place,  and  but  one 
event  of  much  interest,  namely,  when  the  Little 
: Rock  government  had  to  move  before  the  Federal 
troops  they  went  to  Washington,  Ark.,  and  finally 
took  their  last  stand  at  Rondo,  where  they  were 
| located  several  months.  As  Rondo  has  long  been 
defunct,  even  the  buildings  occupied  by  them  are 
! gone. 

In  1863  news  of  emancipation  came,  and  the 
heads  of  the  plantations  called  their  negroes 
together  and  told  them.  There  was  no  movement 
! amono-  the  negroes,  however,  until  the  freedmen's 
| bureaus  were  organized,  and  the  troubles  of  the 
reconstruction  period  set  in.  Many  negroes  then 
| went  back  to  Alabama  and  Georgia  to  their  old 
| homes.  They  began  voting  in  the  county  about 
| 1868.  Since  then  the  population  has  changed 
: some.  There  have  been  times  of  temporary  exodus 
and  also  of  immigration,  the  latter  especially  in 
the  last  few  years. 

Probably  the  first  store  in  the  county  was  at 
(Spring  Bank)  Factory  Bluff,  kept  by  Ed  Stanton 
! before  the  forties.  A Mr.  Collins  succeeded  him, 

| and  later  moved  it  to  Bright  Star.  By  the  forties 
every  little  plantation  community  had  its  store,  and 
occasional  trips  were  made  to  Washington,  Ark., 
and  Shreveport,  La. , while  annual  trips  were  made 
; to  New  Orleans.  Boats  ran  from  January  to  June 
and  stopped  at  every  planter’s  landing,  except  for 
a time  when  a raft  blockade  Occurred  near  the 
i Louisiana  State  line,  wlieu  upper  river  boats  were 
i used  above  ir.  This  was  about  1842  or  1843,  before 
; the  great  overflow  of  1 849. 

Rondo  was  the  first  real  town,  and  began  about 
1853-54,  under  the  leadership  of  Dr.  Culley.  It 
was  at  its  highest  from  about  1868  to  1872.  when 
it  had  as  many  as  ten  stores.  Texarkana  killed  it. 
and  hardly  anything  remains  to  tell  the  tale. 

Bright  Star  arose  about  I85S  in  a movement 
of  Spring  Bank  people  over  there,  led  by  S.  W. 
Mays — a merchant.  It  now  has  two  stores  and  a 
few  inhabitants. 

About  1856  when  the  Cairo  & Fulton  Railway 
surveyors  reached  the  Texas  line,  they  were  in  camp 
! on  the  site  of  Texarkana,  talking  over  the  certainty  of 
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it  as  a terminal  point  becoming  an  important  point. 
Col.  Calvin  M.  Hervey  was  in  the  company;  and 
claims  to  have  suggested  the  combination  of  parts 
of  the  names  of  the  three  States  about  Miller 
County — Tex-as,  Ark-ansas  and  Louisi-ana.  The 
spot  from  that  time  on  was  known  as  Texarkana, 
although  there  was  no  town-plat  or  even  a house 
for  many  years.  A Red  River  boat  also  bore  this 
name  long  before  this  incident  occurred.  Among 
the  planters  near  by  were  the  Moores,  J.  B.  Nix 
and  Mr.  Garrett.  The  railway  owned  the  land, 
and  as  the  railway  approached  the  spot,  settlers 
came  ahead  and  camped  out  in  tents  in  the  fall  of 
1873. 

About  November,  1873,  the  railway  platted  a 
town  with  streets  parallel  to  their  track  near  the 
State  line,  chiefly  between  the  railway,  Liberty 
Street  and  State  Line  Avenue.  This  of  course 
caused  the  numerous  triangles  along  State  Line 
Avenue.  The  first  building  was  in  the  center  of 
Broad  Street.  The  first  brick  was  that  at  the 
junction  of  Pine  Street  and  State  Line  Avenue. 
At  first,  business  began  on  Front  Street,  but  very 
soon  it,  sprang  up  on  Broad  Street,  where  it  has 
since  remained  about  equally  divided  on  both  sides 
of  the  State  line. 

Here  it  may  be  well  to  state  that  the  State  line 
could  not  effect  settlement,  but  the  different  laws 
of  the  two  States  made  necessary  from  the  first  two 
totally  distinct  municipalities,  post  offices  and 
county  seats,  and  they  have  kept  on  together  very 
evenly,  one  side  or  the  other  increasing  in  certain 
lines  according  as  Texas  or  Arkansas  laws  were 
more  favorable  to  that  particular  line.  State  line 
Avenue  is  the  dividing  line,  and  for  all  practical 
business  purposes  the  Texarkanas  are  one — like 
the  Siamese  twins,  with  two  heads,  but  always  act- 
ing together  and  identical  in  interests.  A gener- 
ous rivalry  also  has  existed  from  the  first,  which 
has  at  times,  caused  dissatisfaction,  but  has  led  to 
growth,  and  that,  too,  an  even  growth,  for  the  two 
towns  are  each  estimated  at  about  5,000,  making 
a total  of  about  10,000  or  11,000,  on  a conservative 
estimate  for  the  entire  city.  This  sketch  endeav- 
ors to  show  the  condition  of  the  entire  city,  but  as 
a Miller  County  article,  must  devote  most  attention 
to  the  Arkansas  side. 

The  greatest  growth  was  during  the  period  be- 
tween 1882  and  1S8S,  when  the  railway  boom  was 
on.  During  that  period,  too.  it  had  some  heavy 
fires — notably  the  entire  destruction  of  Blocks  73 
and  75  (Ark.) — which  led  to  a fire-limit,  causing 
the  present  prevalence  of  brick  structures.  There 
has  been  a slight  tendency  for  business  to  lead 
up  State  Line  Avenue,  and  with  the  erection  of  the 


fine  Federal  building  on  this  thoroughfare,  this 
1 inclination  may  be  somewhat  increased. 

Manufactories  here  began- with  J.  H.  Draugh- 
on’s  saw-mill,  which  sawed  up  the  trees  as  they 
| were  cut  from  the  streets.  Among  other  factory 
I enterprises  on  the  Arkansas  side  are.  the  Allen 
Bros,  big  planing  and  grist-mills,  the  J.  C.  Weed 
pottery  (once  operated  by  “Jake"  Bacliley,  an 
| eccentric  and  historic  character),  Weed  A Miller  s 
Foundry  and  Machine  Works,  several  potteries, 
the  Star  Planing  Mills,  a soap  factory,  the  Be 
Marc©  Boiler  Works,  the  Texarkana  Fire  Brick  A 
j Tile  Company,  the  railway  shops,  the  Varner  Bros. 

Brick  Works,  and  gas,  water,  electric  and  ice  plants 
| on  both  sides,  with  street  railways  of  about  four 
j miles,  and  others  trying  to  get  franchises,  while 
j on  the  Texas  side  are  the  Texarkana  Car  A Foun- 
dry Company,  the  Motz  Wagon  Works,  the  Bender 
Wagon  Factory,  a grist-mill,  the  Kiser  Lumber 
S Company’s  Works,  the  Bowie  Lumber  Company’s 
large  works,  the  Gate  City  Lumber  Company’s 
i larue  plant,  the  woolen-mills,  etc. 

ox  . _ 

Wholesale  houses  do  a large  business  also.  In 
groceries  are  Turner  Bros..  J.  T.  Finley  A Co., 
T.'S.  Mullins,  J.  T.  Ferguson,  J.  F.  Smith  A Co. 
j and  O.  Wbittemore;  in  dry  goods,  Weinstein  A 
! Kosminsky,  and  in  liquors,  Levy  Bros. 

There  are  practically  nine  railway  lines  center- 
ing here:  The  Iron  Mountain  Railway,  the  two 

divisions  of  the  “Cotton  Belt’’  road  and  their 
Shreveport  branch  at  Lewisville,  the  Texarkana 
A Northern,  the  Texarkana  A Shreveport,  Texas 
Pacific,  the  International  A Great  Northern  and 
the  Trans-Continental  Railway — all  making  Tex- 
arkana, in  fact,  the  Gate  City  of  the  great  south- 
west. 

Banking  is  carried  on  by  four  institutions,  one 
of  which  (in  Arkansas)  is  just  formed:  The  Inter- 
State  National,  with  a capital  of  8125,000;  the 
First  National,  with  a capital  of  §100,000;  the 
Texarkana  National,  with  §100,000,  all  on  the 
Texas  side;  and  the  Gate  City  National,  with  *50,- 
000  capital  and  $25,000  surplus,  on  the  Arkansas 
side. 

Of  the  societies,  their  name  is  “legion."  On 
; the  Arkansas  side  are  four  Masonic  orders,  Knights 
of  Pythias,  Knights  of  Honor.  Knights  of  Mac- 
cabees, Knights  of  Labor,  Odd  Fellows,  a Grand 
Army  of  the  Republic  post,  and  Young  Men's 
Christian  and  Hebrew  Associations  for  both  sides: 
while  the  Texans  have  a Masonic  and  Knights  of 
Honor  lodges,  and  “ D.  V.  Y.  C.”  social  club.  The 
two  associations  are  on  the  Texas  side.  These  are  all 
white  societies;  the  colored  population  are  equally 
enterprising  in  this  line.  Churches  of  nearly  all 
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denominations  are  represented  here,  and  the  pop- 
ulation is  cosmopolitan  to  a marked  degree.  Proba- 
bly six  or  seven  languages  may  be  heard  on  the 
streets,  although  the  large  mass  are  Americans,  of 
a progressive  character. 

The  Texas  side  has  two  daily  papers,  the  Inter- 
State  News  and  the  Evening  Call,  both  Democratic, 
while  the  Arkansas  side  has  a daily,  the  Texarkana 
Democrat,  and  a rural  weekly,  the  Cottage  Home, 
which  have  survived  the  evil  that  has  befallen  some 
Republican  competitors  in  this  line.  The  Demo- 
crat was  started  about  1874,  by  Judge  Edwin  Ban- 
croft, as  a weekly.  J.  H.  and  F.  G.  Wootten  se- 
cured it  about  1875,  and  on  August  1,  1884,  it  was 
bought  by  E.  A.  Warren,  its  present  editor.  It 
was  “Independent”  for  about  two  years,  so  was 
its  name,  and  has  been  a daily  since  1884.  It  also 
issued  the  Sabbath  Outpost  for  a time.  The  Dem- 
ocratic Central  Committee  circulate  it  during  cam- 
paigns, to  the  number  of  nearly  ‘2.000  copies. 
The  Cottage  Home  begun  December  5,  1888,  with 
J.  F.  Shaw  as  editor.  Scott  A Duke  secured  it  in 
1889,  and  since  June.  1890,  Scott  & Batte  have 
owned  it,  and  have  bought  the  plant  of  the  defunct 
Southwestern  Republican.  It  is  an  agricultural 
Democratic  paper;  J.  N.  Scott  is  editor. 

The  Arkansas  side  was  incorporated  as  a town 
in  August,  1880,  and  as  a city  of  the  second  class 
on  February  15,  1887.  The  successive  mayors 
have  been:  H.  M.  Beidler,  W.  G.  Cook,  Martin  j 
Foster,  W.  G.  Cook,  C.  C.  Dorrian,  M.  Foster, 
E.  A.  Shicker,  the  first  city  mayor,  and  C.  C. 
Dorrian.  The  city  (Ark.)  is  divided  into  three 
wards.  Its  fire  department,  operated  by  a large 
volunteer  company,  own  a team,  1,000  feet  of  hose, 
hose-truck,  engine-house,  the  Gamewell  alarm 
system,  and  employ  one  man.  The  water- works, 
established  in  1886,  is  the  Holly  system,  and  is 
excellent,  with  water  from  a system  of  artesian 
cylinders;  thirty  public  hydrants  and  about  four 
miles  of  mains  are  used.  Electric  lights  using 
twenty-one  stand  poles  and  gas  are  used.  City 
property  embraces  a fine  hall  on  Broad  Street  and 
a calaboose,  all  valued  at  about  87,000.  Four 
policemen  are  employed,  and  although  the  sandy 
soil  makes  excellent  natural  drainage,  a sewage 
system  is  under  consideration.  The  Texas  side 
duplicates  this  so  that  all  must  be  doubled  to  see 
the  force  of  the  whole  city. 

To  sum  up  in  the  words  of  the  secretary  of  the 
board  of  trade,  G.  A.  Hays:  “It  has  eight  rail- 
roads, twenty-eight  passenger  trains  daily,  1,000 
resident  railroad  employes;  two  county  se;tts, 
one  on  Arkansas  and  one  on  Texas  side;  two  ex 
collent  systems  of  water  works  with  3,000,000  gal- 


lons capacity  per  day;  two  electric  light  plants, 
arc  and  incandescent:  gas  lights:  street  railways, 
four  miles  in  operation  and  four  additional  miles 
in  process  of  construction;  Federal  courts,  with 
a §100,000  government  building  on  the  wav:  a 
$/ 5,000  union  depot,  the  finest  west  of  the  Missis- 
sippi River;  lime,  potter’s  clay  and  gypsum  at 
hand,  and  coal,  iron,  lead  and  antimony  ores  near 
by,  which  will  be  virtually  at  our  doors  as  soon  as 
men  and  money  can  complete  the  railroad  now 
building,  to  the  mines:  public  graded  schools, 
with  fine  brick  school  buildings  and  two  excellent 
colleges;  churches  of  nearly  all  Christian  denom- 
inations, with  church  property  valued  at  880,000; 
three  large  first-class  hotels,  capacity  for  400 
guests  daily,  entertaining  35,000  persons  annually, 
besides  smaller  hotels  and  boarding  houses:  three 
large  National  banks,  with  operating  capital  of 
about  §600,000;  magnificent  climate,  where  the 
temperature  does  not  fall  to  zero  once  in  a dozen 
years,  and  rarely  ever  reaches  ninety-four  in  sum- 
mer. and  even  then  the  cool  breezes  from  the  gulf 
make  a blanket  necessary  at  night,  and  where 
snow  storms  are  never  seen  and  sunstrokes  un- 
known; rains  as  regular  as  any  part  of  Ohio. 
Indiana  or  Illinois;  water  as  pure  as  the  world 
affords;  all  kinds  of  hard  and  soft  timber  at  our 
door;  a railroad  owned  by  borne  people  running 
to  navigable  water,  giving  us  competing  rates  by 
water:  a vast  territory  west  and  south,  tributary 
to  this  place,  insuring  the  best  place  for  manufac- 
tures and  wholesale  business;  politics  about 
equally  divided;  city  officered  by  men  from  ail 
parties;  healthfulness  unsurpassed;  rapid,  steady 
and  substantial  growth;  liberality  and  enterprise, 
and  a hearty  welcome  for  good  people  from  every- 
where. ’ ’ 

Other  places  in  Miller  County  are  post-offices  or 
small  points.  They  are  Bright  Star,  with  two  or 
more  stores:  Eva,  with  a mill  and  gin;  Fairland; 
Frost,  a mill  and  station,  which  will  soon  be  called 
Boggy;  Garland,  with  two  or  three  stores  and  sta- 
tion; Genoa,  a mill  and  station;  Homan,  a store 
and  station;  Motz.  a mill  and  station,  and  Roberts, 
a store  and  station. 

Among  the  early  squatters  the  community  found 
a teacher,  and  a pine-pole  school-house  or  private- 
house  was  provided,  to  teach  the  planters'  boys 
“Readin’,  ’ritin’  and  cipherin'.”  Webster’s 
blue  speller  wras  used,  and  Weem’s  Lives  of  Gens. 
Washington  and  Marion  were  read,  together  with 
Hale’s  United  States  History  and  McGnffey’s 
Readers.  Bike’s,  Smiley’s  and  Davies’  Arithme- 
tics had  their  day.  and  a very  advanced  boy  got 
Olney  & Smith's  Geography  and  Smith's  Gram- 
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mar,  before  he  went  off  to  some  academy.  The 
Rondo  schools  arose  later  on.  Among  teachers  of 
the  forties  were  Messrs.  Edmundson,  Dunlap,  Y\  . H. 
Wilhite,  H.  J.  Hamel,  J.  J.  Reeves  and  C.  C. 
Byrne. 

The  public  schools  grew  slowly  on,  account  of 
the  feeling  against  the  education  of  the  negro;  but 
that  began  to  wear  off  during  the  early  part  of  the 
present  decade.  M.  W.  Edwards  was  the  first  ex- 
aminer, and  since  1878  the  office  has  been  well 
handled  by  W.  G.  Cook.  In  1878  there  were  six 
districts  and  no  buildings  nor  any  tax  voted.  The 
teacher  and  others  interested  in  the  question,  led 
by  Examiner  Cook,  made  an  aggressive  light  for 
the  tax  and  the  schools,  so  that  by  1881  all  the 
districts  were  voting  a tax.  In  1878  about  half  of 
the  county  did  not  even  make  an  enumeration. 
Now  these  twenty-three  districts,  of  which  three 
are  entirely  colored,  have  two  brick  buildings  and 
seventeen  frame  ones,  with  a total  valuation  of 
$20,862,  not  counting  other  property  estimated  at 
$3,759.  The  enumeration  is  2,528  white  and 
2,185  colored,  for  1889,  a total  of  4,713,  of  whom 
3, 274  were  enrolled.  There  are  seventy-two  teachers 
employed,  and  paid  an  aggregate  of  $15,820. 
White  arid  colored  institutes  are  held,  with  average 
attendance  at  each  of  forty-four. 

Texarkana  (Ark.)  is  the  only  independent  dis- 
trict in  the  county.  This  began  with  a frame 
structure  on  a site  west  of  the  present  one,  which 
burned  about  1885.  The  present  site  near  the 
court-house  was  given  by  the  Iron  Mountain  Rail- 
way, and  at  once  the  fine  two-story,  eight-room 
school-house  was  erected  at  a cost  of  about  $12,000. 
A superintendent  and  seven  teachers  are  employed. 
A colored  school  iu  the  north  part  of  the  city  is  in 
a frame  building  of  four  rooms,  and  employs  five 
teachers.  The  enumeration  is  971,  of  which  542 
are  white  and  429  colored. 

Southwest  Arkansas  College  was  established  at 
Texarkana  in  September.  1889,  by  a stock  com- 
pany, of  which  T.  E.  Webber  was  president.  They 
had  four  teachers  and  about  100  pupils.  Their 
brick  building  is  situated  on  College  Hill,  southeast 
of  the  city  proper,  and  contains  several  rooms.  It 
was  recently  sold  to  ihe  Baptist  Association  of  Ar- 
kansas for  a nominal  consideration,  on  condition 
that  a college  be  kept  up. 

The  Miller  County  Normal  is  a private  school 
recently  started  at  Bright  Star,  by  J.  W.  Maxwell. 

As  early  as  1836  Methodists  held  services  in 
Miller  territory,  near  Spring  Bank,  and  by  the  forties 
many  would  go  twenty  miles  to  hear  Revs.  Gotting- 
ham,  Andrew  Hunter  (the  tirst  presiding  elder), 
Scott  and  Moores.  In  the  fifties  there  arose  the 


Baptist  meetings  (“Hard-shells”)  and  mission- 
aries. Rev.  Nelson  Porterfield  used  to  preach  t o con- 
gregations at  Macedonia  Church,  near  Bright  Star. 
These  were  the  only  societies  that  had  organiza- 
tions before  the  war.  After  the  war  the  Cumber- 
land Presbyterians  appeared, . and  the  Christian 
Church  or  Disciples,  the  latter  especially  in  Beech 
Township.  In  1884  the  Seventh-Day  Baptists  be- 
gan an  organization.  The  Northern  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church  also  has  representatives. 

The  ^colored  people  are  largely  Baptists, 
although  they  also  have  large  representation  in  the 
Methodist,  African  Methodist  Episcopal,  and  Zion 
Methodist  Episcopal  bodies.  These  are  the  only 
organized  denominations.  In  Texarkana  (Tex. ) 
other  denominations  appear,  as  the  Presbyterian 
(Old  School)  and  others. 


B.  W.  Adams,  circuit  and  ex-officio  county 
clerk,  Miller  County,  is  a native  of  South  Carolina, 
and  opened  his  eyes  to  the  light  of  this  world  in 
Lawrence  County,  on  September  23,  1845.  He 
was  the  third  of  twelve  children  born  to  Herbert 
and  Martha  (Wallace)  Adams,  both  of  whom  were 
South  Carolinians  by  birth.  The  mother  died  in 
her  native  State,  and  after  her  death  the  father  im- 
mio-rated  to  Baker  County,  Ga. , and  there  lived 
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until  his  death.  The  subject  of  this  sketch  was 
reared  on  a farm  in  his  native  State,  receiving  his 
education  in  the  common  country  schools.  He  ac- 
companied his  father  to  Georgia,  but  later  went 
to  Caddo  Parish,  La.,  and  wielded  the  birch  there 
for  a period  of  six  years.  In  1863  he  enlisted  in 
an  independent  artillery  company  from  Georgia, 
and  served  his  cause  until  the  surrender.  He 
came  to  Arkansas  in  1871,  and  took  up  his  residence 
in  Aliller  Comity,  where  he  has  ever  since  made  his 
home.  He  was  elected  to  his  present  office  in  1888, 
and  the  trust  of  the  people  has  not  been  betrayed, 
for  he  has  made  a most  faithful  and  capable  official. 
He  is  a first-class  farmer,  and  cultivates  about  30 
acres  of  his  farm,  comprising  1,000  acres  of  good 
laud.  In  1874  he  was  united  in  marriage  to  -Miss 
Fannie  Westerlield,  and  tlieir  lives  have  been  bright- 
ened by  seven  children,  all  of  whom  are  living  at 
home:  Henry,  Mena.  Mattie,  Maude,  Bennett,  Guy, 
and  Emma.  Air.  Adams  is  a man  of  honesry  and 
integrity,  and  takes  a front  rank  among  the  promi- 
nent and  enterprising  citizens  of  Aliller  County. 

\V.  -L  Allen.  The  oldest  newspaper  in  the 
Texas  side  of  Texarkana  is  the  Inter-State  News, 
which  was  established  in  January,  1874,  a few 
months  after  the  location  of  the  town  site.  It  is- 
sues a daily  and  weekly  edition  and  has  been  owned 
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and  edited  by  Maj.  W.  J.  Allen  since  the  spring  of 
187b.  He  has  been  in  continuous  service  about 
three  times  as  long  as  any  of  the  other  newspaper 
men  here. 

John  D.  Armstrong,  another  of  the  prominent 
citizens  of  Miller  County,  was  born  in  Franklin 
County,  Miss.,  July  07,  IS  19,  the  oldest  of  a family 
of  seven  children  born  to  James  and  Martha  Ann 
(Terrell)  Armstrong,  both  of  whom  were  natives  of 
Franklin  County. .Miss.  Their  marriage  occurred 
; in  their  native  county,  and  there  they  made  their 
home  until  in  December,  1850,  then  moving  to  Clai 
borne  Parish,  La.,  where  the  mother  passed  from 
life,  in  .1 803,  in  her  thirty-third  year.  After  her 
death  the  father  married  Miss  Ann  Powell,  a native 
of  Claiborne  Parish,  La.,  and  in  1870  moved  to 
Miller  County  (then  La  Fayette  County),  where  he 
i died  in  1874,  leaving  a widow,  who  still  survives. 
He  was  very  successful  all  his  years,  but  being  very 
fond  of  the  comforts  of  life,  he  spent  his  money 
freely,  and  died  comparatively  poor.  Early  in  the 
late  war  he  enlisted  from  Louisiana,  in  the  Con- 
federate Infantry  service,  in  which  he  remained 
until  1803,  when,  on  account  of  his  wife’s  death, 
he  was  paroled,  and  returned  home.  Again  join- 
ing his  command,  he  was  detailed  as  a miller,  and 
continued  as  such  until  the  close  of  the  war.  He 
was  a farmer  all  his  life,  and  also  worked  at  his 
trade  as  a miller  and  tanner,  and  during  the  season, 
as  a thresher.  He  and  his  tirst  wife  were  both 
members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  South, 
in  which  body  be  acted  in  an  official  capacity  for  a 
number  of  years.  In  politics  he  always  voted  the 
Democratic  ticket.  Upon  the  mother’s  death  in 
1808,  our  subject,  then  a lad  of  fourteen  years, 
took  charge  of  the  household  affairs,  acting  as 
cook,  general  housekeeper  aud  mother  to  his 
younger  brothers  and  sisters  until  the  close  of  the 
war.  In  the  spring  of  1806  he  hired  out  to  do 
| farm  work,  in  which  occupation  he  continued  un- 
til 1809,  when  he  rented  land,  which  he  tilled  on 
his  own  responsibility,  and  the  next  year  moved  on 
the  place  where  he  now  lives.  He  first  entered 
eighty  acres  of  land  situated  in  a wilderness  of 
pine  timber,  and  since  then  has  added  the  balance 
of  800  acres,  after  having  recently  sold  0S0  acres: 
he  has  ‘200  acres  under  cultivation.  He  is  also  the 
owner  of  considerable  valuable  property  in  Texar- 
kana, located  in  the  best  business  parts  of  that  citv. 
consisting  of  oue  half  square,  on  which  is  a splen- 
did business  building,  arid  five  unimproved  lots 
scattered  over  the  place.  From  the  year  1883  t,o 
1880  Mr.  Armstrong  was  engaged  in  the  mill  and 
timber  business  at  Milton  Switch,  in  connection 
" it! i liis  farming  operations,  and  got  out  consider- 


able timber  on  contract  for  the  Cotton  Belt  11  ail - 
road,  but  was  obliged  to  give  up  Ibis  business  on 
account  of  ill  health,  resulting  from  overwork  and 
exposure.  During  this  time  he  also  carried  on  a 
general  merchandise  business.  His  wife,  to  whom 
he  was  married  December  15,  1807,  was  formerly 
Miss  Margaret  E.  Ward.  She  was  born  November 
15,  1851,  and  was  a daughter  of  David  C.  Ward, 
of  Claiborne  Parish,  La.  He  was  born  in  Arkan- 
sas. and  bis  wife  in  Mississippi,  and  both  are 
members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  South. 
To  the  marriage  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Armstrong  have 
been  born  six  children,  all  of  whom  are  living,  viz. : 
Laura  T.,  Lula  A.,  Jesse  AW , Mary  I.,  Ada  A . aud 
Alga  E.  They  take  a deep  interest  in  all  religious 
work,  both  being  members  of  tbe  Methodist  Epis- 
copal Church,  South,  in  which  body  Air.  Armstrong 
has  served  in  different  official  capacities.  He  is 
now  class  leader  and  steward  at  Liberty  camp- 
ground. He  is  a Alason.  and  in  politics  is  a stanch 
Democrat.  Since  coming  to  this  State  he  has  been 
very  successful,  and  has  accumulated  considerable 
property,  which  is  entirely  the  result  of  his  own 
efforts,  as  he  started  out  in  life  without  means,  his 
only  capital  being  pluck  and  energy,  backed  by  a 
determination  to  succeed. 

Jacob  G.  Bicklv.  Although  he  is  still  com- 
paratively young,  Mr.  Bickly  bears  a reputation 
in  agricultural  circles  that  might  well  be  envied  by 
many  an  older  man,  and  as  one  of  tire  prominent 
men  of  the  county,  a short  sketch  of  his  life  will 
be  read  with  interest.  He  was  born  in  Claiborne 
Parish.  La.,  on  December  8,  1800.  being  the  son 
of  Jacob  J.  and  Catherine  C.  B.  (Hooker)  Bickly. 
the  latter  a native  of  Tennessee.  The  father 
passed  from  life  in  Aliller  County,  Ark.,  on  August 
1 2.  1884.  at  the  age  of  fifty  five  years.  He  was  born 
in  Georgia,  but  was  taken  by  his  parents  to  Clai- 
borne Parish,  La.,  when  he  was  seven  years  of  age, 
and  he  made  that  place  his  home  until  i860,  when 
he  came  to  what  is  now  Aliller  County,  and  located 
six  miles  south  of  Texarkana,  and  there  he  made 
his  home  until  his  death.  He  was  a carpenter  and 
cotton-press  builder  by  occupation,  and  built 
presses  all  up  aud  down  Red  River.  He  made 
considerable  money,  but  lost  it  all  during  the  late 
war.  In  1807  he  built  a bridge  across  Day  Creek, 
and  took  the  proceeds  and  purchased  part  of  the 
farm  our  subject  now  owns.  In  1808  he  started  in 
the  gin  and  mill  business,  which  he  conducted  in 
connection  with  his  farming  operations,  and  at  the 
time  of  his  death  was  in  good  circumstances.  His 
farm  comprises  400  acres,  of  which  he  had  250 
acres  under  cultivation.  During  the  late  war  he 
was  detailed  by  the  Confederate  Government  as  a 
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wagon -maker  in  the  south  end  of  Miller  County, 
Ark. , and  Louisiana.  His  large  plantation  was 
splendidly  improved  with  a fine  residence,  etc. 
He  and  wife  were  both  members  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  and  were  greatly  respected  by 
all  in  the  community.  She  passed  from  life  in  this 
county  on  February  19,  1SS0,  at  the  age  of  forty - 
eight  years.  There  were  five  children  born  to  their 
marriage,  of  whom  only  two  are  living:  Jacob  G. 
and  an  older  sister.  Mittie  (wife  of  Judge  Thomas 
Orr,  a prominent  citizen  of  this  county).  Of  those 
dead,  Samuel  C.  died  in  Louisiana  at  the  age  of 
nine  years,  and  was  the  second  child;  Joseph  R. 
died  during  the  war  in  his  third  year,  and  Mat- 
thew died  at  the  age  of  eleven  years.  Jacob  G. 
"Richly  received  his  education  at  Texarkana  under 
Prof.  Cr.  A.  Hays.  He  remained  with  his  fa- 
ther until  his  death,  assisting  him  with  the  farm 
and  mills,  and  in  18S4  took  charge  of  the  farm  for 
| himself.  He  is  one  of  the  most  extensive  planters 
j in  the  county,  cultivating  250  acres  of  his  large 
i plantation.  On  April  12,  18SS,  he  was  united  in 
; matrimony  to  Miss  Remica  Kirby,  daughter  of 
John  C.  Kirby,  of  Bowie  County,  Tex.,  and  one 
! son,  Edgar,  has  been  born  to  them.  They  are 
both  worthy  members  of  the  Christian  Church, 
and  are  greatly  esteemed  by  their  neighbors  and 
friends,  Mr.  Bickly  is  Republican  in  his  political 
i views. 

James  D.  Blanton,  an  old  settler  and  a prorai- 
| rient  citizen  of  Miller  County,  was  born  in  Lown- 
I des  County,  Ala,,  on  October  28,  1832,  being  the 
third  of  eight  children,  five  of  whom  grew  to  ma- 
turity, born  to  Richard  and  Mary  (Young)  Blan- 
ton, natives  of  South  Carolina,  born  near  Camden. 
Both  died  in  what  is  now  Miller  County.  Ark.,  he 
j on  December  27,  1863,  in  his  sixty-fourth  year, 

| and  she  in  1861,  when  about  fifty  years  of  age. 
Soon  after  their  marriage,  which  took  place  in 
their  native  State,  they  moved  to  Alabama,  and 
made  their  home  there  until  183  i,  when  they 
came  to  Arkansas.  They  first  located  in  Lafay- 
ette County,  being  among  the  very  first  settlers  in 
that  section,  and  after  a two-years’  residence 
there  moved  west  of  the  Red  River,  into  what  is 
•now  Miller  County,  and  here  the  father  was  the 
first  to  break  the  soil  on  the  west  side  of  that 
river.  Prior  to  his  removal  to  this  county  he  was 
an  overseer,  but  he  afterward  turned  his  attention 
to  farming  for  himself,  which  lie  continued  until 
his  death.  He  was  appointed  lieutenant- colonel 
of  the  militia  by  President  Polk,  and  also  served 
as  justice  of  the  peace  for  a number  of  years. 
He  was  very  successful  as  a farmer.  He  came  to 
Arkansas  with  perhaps  83,000.  and  at  his  death 


his  estate  was  valued  at  $50,000.  He  was  a good 
manager  for  himself,  as  well  as  for  others,  and 
managed  Col.  J.  S.  Day’s  interests  in  this  part  of 
Arkansas  for  a number  of  years.  In  politics  he 
was  a Whig.  The  mother  united  with  the  Method- 
ist Episcopal  Church,  South,  early  in  life,  and  at  her 
death  was  a worthy  member  of  that  body.  The 
school  days  of  our  subject  were  spent  in  this  part  of 
Arkansas.  He  finished  his  education  at  Clarksville, 
Tex.,  under  Parson  McKinzie,  a Methodist  minis- 
ter, and  at  the  age  of  sixteen  commenced  life  on 
his  own  responsibility,  as  an  overseer  on  the  estate 
of  James  B.  Diggs,  of  this  county.  He  continued 
as  overseer  for  eight  years,  and  then,  in  1856, 
commenced  a mercantile  business  at  Spring  Bank, 
the  scene  of  his  present  operations,  which  he  con- 
ducted for  two  years,  then  sold  out  and  turned  his 
attention  to  farming,  which  he  has  since  continued. 
He  owns  a valuable  farm  of  600  acres,  part  of 
which  is  in  the  river  bottom  and  part  back  of 
the  river,  160  acres  of  which  lie  cultivates.  In 
1863  he  enlisted  in  Col.  Crawford’s  regiment 
of  Confederate,  Cavalry,  and  served  until  the  close 
of  the  war.  He  was  in  the  battle  at  Marks’  Mill, 
and  also  on  Price's  raid  through  Missouri.  The 
war  left  him  greatly  crippled,  financially,  but  pos- 
sessing a vast  amount  of  determination  and  en- 

O . . . 

ergy,  he  set  to  work  to  recover  his  losses,  in  which 
undertaking  he  has  admirably  succeeded.  His 
marriage  to  Miss  Rebecca  E.  Knox,  daughter  of 
Robert  and  Elvana  (Bland)  Knox,  which  occurred 
in  1857,  has  been  blessed  with  thirteen  children, 
only  seven  of  whom — six  daughters  and  a son — a re 
now  living.  Mrs.  Blanton  was  born  in  Shelby 
County,  Term.,  in  1839.  Politically  Mr.  Blanton 
is  a stanch  Democrat. 

A.  S.  Blythe,  sheriff  and  collector,  Miller 
County.  Mr.  Blythe  was  born  in  Bibb  County, 
Ala.,  March  23.  1836.  being  a son  of  James  and 
Elizabeth  (Weeden)  Blythe,  natives  of  Alabama 
and  Georgia, respectively.  The  father  passed  away 
in  Alabama,  and  after  his  death  his  widow  married 
J.  W.Hays  and  immigrated  to  Louisiana,  thence  in 
1883  to  Arkansas,  and  took  up  her  residence  in 
Miller  County.  Her  husband  has  since  died, 
but  she  still  makes  her  home  here.  He  was  a very 
prominent  man  and  held  several  offices  of  trust, 
both  in  Alabama.  Lousiana.  and  Arkansas.  He 
served  as  magistrate  of  Miller  County  for  a 
number  of  years,  and  during  the  late  war  com- 
manded a militia  regiment.  The  subject  of  this 
sketch  is  one  of  two  surviving  members  of  a family 
of  seven  children,  his  sister,  now  Mrs.  Sarah 
Taggart,  of  Texas, being  the  other  survivor.  Of  the 
four  children  born  to  the  mother’s  later  marriage. 
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only  one,  Alberta,  is  now  living.  A.  S.  Blythe 
after  having  left  his  home,  immigrated  to  Mis- 
sissippi and  there  kept  a hotel,  livery  stable,  etc., 
and  became  a great  horseman,  but  in  1857  dis- 
posed of  his  interests  here,  and  the  following  year 
opened  up  a livery  stable  at  Homer.  La.,  which  he 
conducted  very  successfully  until  at  the  breaking 
out  of  the  late  war  he  left  his  business  to  take  care 
of  itself,  and  enlisted  in  the  Second  Lousiana  Regi- 
ment, his  company  being  the  first  to  leave  Clai- 
borne Parish,  La.  He  served  his  cause  faithfully 
until  the  surrender.  The  second  year  of  his 
service  he  was  elected  commander  of  his  company, 
and  later  acted  in  all  the  official  positions  that 
could  be  given  him.  He  participated  in  the 
battles  of  Gettysburg,  Sharpsburg.  Malvern  Hill, 
and  the  Wilderness,  and  at  all  times  was  a fearless 
soldier  and  a brave  officer.  He  was  with  Gen. 
Jackson,  and  his  army  experience  was  rough.  At 
the  close  of  the  war  he  returned  to  Homer.  La., 
and  resumed  the  management  of  his  livery  business, 
in  connection  with  farming,  and  carried  on  these 
two  interests  at  that  place  until  1870,  at  which 
time  he  opened  up  a livery  and  transfer  business 
in  this  county,  in  which  he  is  still  interested.  He 
was  elected  sheriff  of  Miller  County  in  1888,  and 
has  ever  since  continued  in  this  office,  to  the  satis- 
faction of  all  law-abiding  citizens  and  the  terror 
of  the  evil  doer.  His  marriage  to  Miss  Mary 
Stuart  occurred  in  Louisiana  in  180)0,  and  she  died 
in  1883,  after  bearing  seven  children,  two  of 
whom  only.  Florence  and  Harry,  are  now  living. 
Sheriff  Blythe  makes  an  excellent  officer,  and  is 
fearless  and  daring  in  the  discharge  of  dutv. 

o O I 

Judge  L.  A.  Byrne,  attorney,  ex-Senator  and 
ex-judge  of  the  Ninth  Circuit,  Texarkana,  Ark. 
Among  the  names  which  have  acquired  prominence 
on  the  wings  of  Texarkana's  prosperity  is  that  of 
the  subject  of  this  sketch.  Judge  L.  A.  Byrne  is 
a native  of  this  State,  born  in  Lewisville,  Ark.,  on 
July  12,  1852,  and  is  a son  of  Alexander  and  Fran- 
ces (Price)  Byrne,  both  natives  of  Middle  Tennessee. 
The  parents  emigrated  to  Arkansas  in  1844,  and 
located  at  Lewisville.  The  father  was  county  clerk 
of  Lafayette  County  for  eight  years,  and  repre- 
sented the  county  in  the  Legislature  several  terms. 
He  always  held  some  local  office  and  his  latter  days 
were  spent  in  the  practice  of  law.  He  was  ever 
identified  with  all  public  enterprises,  and  was  a very 
prominent  man.  Lie  was  the  owner  of  a large 
farm.  His  death  occurred  August,  1888,  but  the 
mother  is  still  living.  Their  family  consisted  of 
nine  children,  only  one  besides  our  subject  sow 
living — Cassius  L.,  who  resides  in  Seattle,  Wash. 
Judge  L.  A.  Byrne  was  reared  in  Lewisville,  and 


at  an  early  age  became  well  acquainted  with  the 
details  of  agricultural  life.  His  primary  education 
was  received  at  Shreveport,  La.,  and  he  subse- 
quently attended  the  University  at  Lexington,  Ky. 
After  this  he  attended  private  school  under  Rev. 
AVillis,  at  Falcon,  Ark.,  and  at  the  ago  of  twenty 
years  he  began  the  study  of  law,  and  was  admitted 
to  the  bar  in  January,  18  <7.  He  began  practicing 
at  Texarkana,  Ark.,  a few  months  afterward,  and 
held  the  office  of  county  judge  of  Miller  County, 
under  appointment,  for  a short  time.  In  1884  lie 
was  eleeted  circuit  judge  of  the  Ninth  District; 
filled  an  unexpired  term  of  two  years,  and  then  re- 
tired from  the  bench  to  again  take  up  his  profession. 
This  did  not  satisfy  his  friends,  and  he  was  put 
on  the  ticket  for  State  Senator  of  the  Twelfth 
Senatorial  District,  being  elected  in  1S86,  and  his 
term  expiring  in  1890.  He  is  now  out  of  office,  and 
is  satisfied  to  remain  so,  spending  his  whole  time 
and  attention  on  his  large  practice.  He  has  one  of 
the  finest  libraries  in  the  city.  Socially  he  is  a 
member  ot  the  Masonic  fraternity  (Chapter)  and 
is  now  eminent  commander  of  Ccetir  de  Lion  Com- 
mandery.  He  is  a stockholder  in  the  Little 
Rock  Gazette,  and  several  other  institutions  of 
a public  character.  His  marriage  occurred  Octo- 
ber 9,  18SS,  to  Miss  Lulie  R.  Hamilton,  daughter 
of  Dr.  S.  W.  Hamilton,  of  Clinton.  Miss.  In  pol- 
itics the  Judge  was  born  a Democrat,  and  ever  since 
has  adhered  strictly  to  the  faith.  He  was  a mem- 
ber of  the  National  Democratic  Convention  which 
met  at  Chicago  in  1884,  and  cast  his  ballot  for 
Grover  Cleveland,  and  to-day  he  asserts  his  prefer- 
ence for  Cleveland  for  president  above  any  other 
man. 

Joseph  E.  Cook,  attorney,  Texarkana,  Ark. 
Mr.  Cook,  an  esteemed  member  of  the  legal  pro- 
fession of  Texarkana,  was  born  in  what  is  now 
Nevada  County,  Ark.,  on  May  30.  1801,  and 
is  the  son  of  John  and  Cornelia  (Christopher) 
Cook,  natives  respectively  of  Alabama  and  7 irginia. 
The  father  was  an  attorney  by  profession  and 
ranked  among  the  noted  men  of  his  calling. 
He  was  prosecuting  attorney  at  the  time  of  his 
death,  which  occurred  in  1S84.  He  came  to  this 
State  when  but  a boy,  and  was  admitted  to  the  bar 
at  Camden,  Ark.,  just  after  the  war.  He  served 
as  captain  during  the  late  unpleasantness,  b xwas 
known  as  Col.  Cook.  He  died  in  Texarkana  in 
1SS2,  but  the  mother  is  yet  living.  They  were  the 
parents  of  a large  family  of  children,  six  of  whom 
survive,  Joseph  E.  being  the  eldest  of  the  fam- 
ily. The  latter  was  reared  at  Lewisville  and  Tex- 
arkana, receiving  a good  education,  and  subse- 
quently attended  the  University  at  Fayetteville, 
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Ark.  He  graduated  at  Poughkeepsie,  N.  Ah,  in 
the  latter  part  of  1881.  and  later  attended  law 
school  at  Little  Rock,  being  admitted  to  the  bar  in 
1883.  He  then  began  practicing  at  Texarkana, 
where  he  has  built  up  a large,  lucrative  practice 
and- is  one  of  the  prominent  attorneys  of  the  place. 
He  has  a very  tine  library.  He  was  married  in  | 
1S86  to  Miss  May  Young,  and  they  have  two  inter- 
esting children:  Joe  E.,  Jr.,  and  Gilbert.  Ho  is 

a member  of  the  K.  of  P. 

C.  C.  Dorrian,  mayor,  Texarkana,  Ark.  This 
prominent  and  much  respected  citizen  owes  his  na- 
tivity to  North  Ireland,  where  his  birth  occurred  in 
May,  1853,  and  is  the  son  of  Charles  and  Catherine 
(Hagerty)  Dorrian.  both  natives  of  the  Emerald 
Isle.  The  father  is  deceased,  but  the  mother  is 
still  living  and  resides  in  her  native  country.  C. 
C.  Dorrian  was  educated  principally  in  the  United 
States,  whither  he  had  emigrated  in  1869,  when 
sixteen  years  of  age,  and  attended  school  at  Rock 
Hill  College,  Ellicott  City,  Md.,  graduating  in  1875. 
The  same  year  he  came  to  Texarkana,  embarked  in 
the  grocery  business  (which  was  the  first  start  made 
for  himself),  and  in  this  he  was  very  successful, 
continuing  it  until  September,  1889,  when  he 
retired  from  business.  He  started  on  a letter  of 
introduction  as  his  capital  in  Texarkana,  and  he 
now  ranks  among  the  wealthiest  men  of  Miller 
County,  Ark.  As  a merchant  he  was  successful 
beyond  his  most,  sanguine  expectations.  He  owns 
i a vast  amount  of  real  estate  in  the  city  of  Texar- 
kana, and  is  one  of  the  leading  citizens  of  the 
county.  He  is  identified  with  almost  every  public 
enterprise  in  the  city;  is  director  in  the  First 
National  Bank,  vice-president  of  the  Texarkana 
Car  & Foundry  Company,  and  is  interested  in 
several  other  enterprises.  Mr.  Dorrian  owns  one 
of  the  handsomest  residences  in  Texarkana,  which 
( has  just  been  completed  at  a considerable  outlay. 

He  has  been  mayor  of  the  town  for  one  term,  and 
: was  a candidate  for  re-election  in  1S90.  He  was 

! married  in  1877.  in  Texarkana,  Ark.,  to  Miss  Lizzie 
Morton,  a native  of  Richmond,  Ray  County,  AIo. 

William  T.  Ferguson,  a prominent  mill  man 
j and  a leading  citizen  of  Miller  County,  was  born 
j in  Bowie  County.  Tex.,  May  13,  1847,  being  a son 
of  Joseph  and  Margaret  (Johnson)  Ferguson,  na- 
i fives  of  Virginia  and  Tennessee,  respectively.  Jo- 
seph Ferguson  was  born  on  April  12,  1812,  and 
passed  his  boyhood  and  youth  in  his  native  State. 
In  1835  he  came  to  Arkansas,  and  for  six  months 
worked  in  Little  River  County,  to  pay  his  way 
here,  after  which  he  moved  to  what  is  now  Miller 
County  (then  Lafayette).  It  was  here  he  met 
and  subsequently  married  his  wife,  who  had  come 


to  Miller  County  when  a girl  with  her  parents,  from 
Tennessee.  Early  in  life  she  had  united  with  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church;  she  lived  a useful 
Christian  life,  and  died  a firm  believer  in  that 
faith,  in  1874,  in  her  forty-fifth  year.  The  father 
passed  from  life  in  Miller  County,  Ark.,  in  August, 
1889,  at  the  age  of  seventy-seven  years.  His  oc- 
cupation in  life  was  that  of  a farmer,  at  which  he 
was  very  successful,  and  at  the  time  of  his  death 
had  amassed  considerable  property,  his  operations 
being  confined  to  Miller  County,  Ark.  .where  he  spent 
the  last  twenty  years  of  his  life.  He  was  active 
; in  political  circles,  and  always  voted  the  Democratic 
; ticket,  and  socially  belonged  to  the  Masonic  fra- 
I teruity.  The  subject  of  this  sketch  is  the  second 
! of  twelve  children  born  to  their  marriage,  but  six 
| of  whom  are  now  living;  Martha  A.,  Joseph  G., 

\ Hannah  C.,  Peter  R. , Lewis  E.  and  William  T. 
Martha  A.  is  now  the  wife  of  J.  F.  Kirby,  a lead- 
ing attorney  of  Texarkana;  William  T.  is  the  sub- 
ject of  this  sketch:  Joseph.  G.  is  in  partnership 
with  his  brother  William  in  the  mill  business  in 
Lafayette  County,  Ark. ; Hannah  C.  is  the  wife 
of  William  Buchanon,  a capitalist  of  Texarkana: 
Peter  R.  is  also  in  the  timber  business  in  Lafay- 
ette County,  and  Lewis  E.  is  a resident  of  Texar- 
kana. The  school  days  of  William  T.  Ferguson 
were  spent  in  Rondo,  near  Texarkana.  A stripling 
J of  seventeen  years,  he  enlisted  in  Col.  Crawford's 
1 Regiment  of  Cavalrv,  Fagan’s  Division,  and  served 
! during  the  remaining  eighteen  months  of  the  war. 

; at  the  close  of  which  he  returned  to  bis  home  and 
i commenced  farming  operations  in  Miller  County, 
i about  eight  miles  south  of  Texarkana,  until  1879. 
when  he  formed  a partnership  with  E.  A.  Frost, 
and  they  started  the  milling  business,  which  has 
i since  grown  to  such  large  proportions.  They  com- 
: menced  with  a small  mill  with  a capacity  of  10,000 
: feet  per  day.  located  three  miles  south  of  Texarkana, 
j and  worked  on  contract,  getting  out  timbers  for  the 
Cotton  Belt  Railroad.  They  now  do  a business  of 
$150,000  annually,  employing  over  seventy-five 
men.  Their  mill  has  a capacity  of  40,000  feet  per 
day,  with  a planing-mill  capacity  of  75,000  feet. 

! They  contemplate  shortly  increasing  their  capacity 
i to  50,000  feet  per  day,  and  to  tap  their  magnifi- 
cent forests  south  of  the  mill,  on  McKinney  Bayou, 
they  will  build  eight  miles  of  tram-road.  This 
; they  find  is  necessary  in  order  to  supply  their  ever- 
increasing  trade  at  the  markets  northeast  and  west. 
In  connection  with  this  large  establishment  he  is 
also  interested  in  the  Bodcaw  Lumber  Company, 
located  at  Stamps,  on  the  Cotton  Belt  Railroad,  in 
Lafayette  County,  which  is  even  a larger  concern 
than  that  at  Genoa,  and  Mr.  Ferguson  is  financial 
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manager  of  Genoa  Mill  and  vice-president  of  Bod- 
caw  Mill,  in  Lafayette  County.  When  he  first 
started  in  business  with  Mr.  l’rost.  they  conducted 
t lie  business  under  the  hrm  name  of  Frost  & Fer- 
; guson,  but  the  style  has  since  been  changed  to  E. 
W.  Frost  Co.,  under  which  it  is  now  known. 
On  June  22,  1S06,  Mr.  Ferguson  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Miss  Eliza  Ingram,  daughter  of 
John  Ingram,  of  Ouachita  County,  Ark.,  who  died 
in  this  county  after  a happy  wedded  life  of  twelve 
rears,  leaving  five  children:  Margaret  Ida,  Susan 

M. , Mary  Eliza.  William  J.  and  John  D.  She  be- 
longed to  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  South, 
and  was  a much-esteemed  member  of  that  body. 
One  year  after  her  death  Mr.  Ferguson  wedded  her 
sister  Mary,  by  whom  he  became  the  father  of  one 
child,  who  died  in  infancy.  She  died  four  years 
after  her  marriage,  and  she.  too,  passed  away  in  the 
firm  belief  in  the  doctrines  of  the  Methodist  Episco- 
pal Church,  South.  Mr.  Ferguson  remained  a wid- 
ower until  December  10.  ISSJ.  when  Miss  Sarah  E. 
Bartlett,  daughter  of  Richard  A.  Bartlett,  of  Miller 
County  (formerly  of  Whitesville.  Ky. , where  she 
was  born),  became  his  wife,  and  this  venture  has 
siuce  proved  most  fortunate.  She  is  a member  of 
the  Christian  Church.  In  politics  Mr.  Ferguson 
always  supports  the  men  and  measures  of  the  Demo- 
cratic party. 

Ben  M.  Foreman,  of  Texarkana,  Miller  County, 
Ark.,  was  born  in  IS66  in  Washington,  Hempstead 
County,  Ark.  His  father.  George  ft.  Foreman, was 
a native  of  Texas;  his  mother  a native  of  Arkan- 
sas. The  latter  being  left  a widow,  she  moved  to 
Texarkana  in  1875,  where  her  son  Ben  received  a 
common -school  education.  In  1879  he  attended 
school  in  Little  Rock.  His  mother  being  in  lim- 
ited circumstances,  he  worked  for  his  board  after 
school  hours  and  ou  Saturdays.  He  came  back  to 
Texarkana,  and  was  engaged  for  a short  time  as 
clerk  in  a store.  In  1880  he  was  appointed  local 
agent  at  Texarkana  for  the  Narrow  Guage  Railway, 
now  the  Cotton  Belt,  under  >Supt.  J.  W.  Brown, 
and  remained  during  his  administration.  He  next 
opened  a small  grocery  store,  but  after  a few 
months  sold  out  this  business,  and  opened  a real 
estate  and  collecting  office,  which  he  carried  on 
until  the  latter  part  of  18^2.  At  the  age  of  six- 
teen he  became  active  in  politics.  Athough  not 
being  old  enough  to  vote,  he  became  a warm  sup- 
porter of  C.  E.  Dixon,  who  was  elected  as  an  Inde- 
pendent candidate  for  sheriff.  In  1885  the  major- 
ity of  the  Independents,  including  lumself,  joined 
the  Republican  party.  In  188(5,  having  been  se- 
lected chairman  of  the  campaign  committee,  he 
took  an  active  part,  in  electing  Hon.  C.  E.  Mitchel 


circuit  judge  over  Hon  A.  B.  Williams  by  1,500 
majority,  as  well  as  electing  the  entire  Republican 
county  ticket,  and  this  for  the  first  time  in  ten 
years.  Since  that  time  Mr.  Foreman  has  served 
several  times  as  a delegate  to  the  Republican  State 
Convention.  He  chartered  a special  car  from  Tex 
arlcana  with  friends  who  attended  the  Chicago  Na- 
tional Convention,  and  was  chairman  of  the  dele- 
gation. He  spent  a great  deal  of  his  time  in  the 
East  before  the  election,  remaining  for  some  time 
at  Republican  headquarters  in  Washington,  D,  C. 
He  returned,  homo  in  time  to  vote,  and  was  one  of 
the  few  who  believed  so  strong  that  Harrison  would 
be  elected,  bet  considerable  money'  on  his  election. 
Though  of  Southern  birth,  Mr.  Foreman  has 
always  been  in  opposition  to  Democracy.  In  the 
city  election  di  1890,  he  was  the  only  Republican 
elected.  In  1886  be  organized  and  founded  the 
Texarkana  Street  Railway  Company,  from  which 
time  he  has  been  a director  and  general  manager 
of  the  road.  In  1887  in  connection  with  Maj. 
Deutchman,  he  opened  a real  estate  and  loan  office, 
in  which  business  they  are  still  engaged.  In  Feb- 
ruary. 1889,  he  organized  the  Inter-State  Land  and 
Building  Company,  with  a capital  of  850,000,  of 
which  he  is  a large  stockholder  as  well  as  a director 
and  business  manager.  He  is  deputy  United  States 
marshal,  Texarkana  division  of  the  Eastern  dis 
trict  of  Arkansas.  In  January.  1890,  he  was 
elected  a director  in  the  First  National  Bank;  the 
oldest  and  largest  bank  in  the  city,  and  of  which 
he  is  a large  stockholder.  He  was  also  elected  a 
director  in  the  cotton  and  woolen-mills;  is  treas- 
urer of  the  Texarkana  Soap  Works;  director  in  the 
Texarkana  Board  of  Trade  and  Texarkana  Building 
& Loan  Association.  He  was  married  in  1SS9 
to  Miss  Nannie  Kelley,  daughter  of  Col.  William 
B.  Kelley,  who  for  many  years  has  been  the  leader 
of  the  Democratic  party  in  Miller  County.  Mr. 
Foreman  has  made  most  of  his  money  speculating 
in  real  estate.  His  success  is  due  to  his  integrity 
and  enterprise,  and  he  stands  to-day  one  of  the 
leaders  of  Miller  County.  Although  not  yet  twen- 
ty-four years  of  age,  he  has  thus  far  made  life  a 
complete  success. 

Martin  Forster,  well  and  favorably  known  in 
this  vicinity,  and,  indeed,  thonghout  this  portion 
of  the  State,  was  the  sixth  of  a large  family  of 
children  born  to  the  union  of  Henry  and  Gertrude 
Forster,  both  natives  of  ’Westphalia,  Prussia. 
Martin  Forster  was  born  in  Little  Rock,  Ark.,  cu 
February  3,  1855,  and  when  live  years  of  age  he 
was  left  fatherless.  His  mother  is  still  living  and 
is  a resident  of  Little  Rock,  Ark.  He  was  reared 
in  the  last-named  city  by  a devoted  mother,  wlio 
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gave  him  such  educational  advantages  as  her 
limited  means  would  allow,  and  he  may  be  called  a 
self-made  and  self-educated  man.  He  has  "hoed 
his  own  row”  well,  and,  besides  his  acquirement 
through  personal  industry  supported  by  honest  and 
manly  purpose  of  all  necessary  competency,  he 
stands  to-day  before  the  public  as  an  educated  and 
accomplished  gentleman.  He  is  a strong  Repub- 
lican m his  political  views,  and  works  hard  to  bring 
bis  party  to  the  front.  He  has  tilled  the  office 
of  mayor  t wo  terms,  and  was  a candidate  for  re- 
election  in  April,  1890.  He  has  filled  many  local 
positions  of  trust,  and  commands  the  respect  of  all 
parties.  He  was  married  on  November  1.  1ST  t, 
to  Miss  Jennie  C.  Niermann.  a native  of  Ash- 
land, Penn.,  and  a lady  of  pure  patrician  blood, 
from  the  Yon  Falken  Beck  family,  of 'Germany,  who 
figured  there  in  1806.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Forster  have 
three  children:  Robert  I.,  Carl  F.  and  Homer  \V. 
In  running  for  office  Mr.  Forster  ever  commands 
a liberal  support  from  the  people,  regardless  of 
party  lines,  and  this  goes  far  to  show  his  great 
personal  popularity  and  the  high  esteem  in  which 
he  is  justly  held.  In  his  official  capacity,  as  well 
as  in  the  private  walks  of  life,  he  is  always  the 
cordial,  accommodating  and  agreeable  citizen. 

James  B.  Frost  was  born  in  Jackson,  Miss., 
January  IS,  1844,  being  a son  of  Enoch  and  Susan 
E.  (Brown)  Frost,  natives  of  North  and  South 
Carolina,  respectively.  Their  marriage  occurred 
in  Virginia,  where  they  resided  but  a short  time, 
and  then  moved  to  Talladega  County,  Ala.,  thence 
to  Mississippi,  and  from  there  to  Union  County. 
Ark.,  in  1845.  They  made  their  home  in  Union 
and  Miller  Counties  until  1881,  when  they  came  to 
Calhoun  County,  and  here  the  father  passed  from 
life  (at  Hampton)  in  1883,  after  a long  and  useful 
career  of  seventy-seven  years;  his  widow,  who  was 
born  in  1 SOS,  is  still  living,  making  her  home  with 
her  son,  E.  W.  Frost,  at  College  Hill,  near  Texar- 
kana. She  has  been  a member  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  South,  for  many  years,  as  was 
also  her  husband,  who  served  as  class-leader  and 
steward  of  that  body  at  various  times  during  his 
life.  While  the  Know-nothing  party  was  in 
power,  he  affiliated  with  that  party,  but  subse- 
quently identified  himself  with  the  Whigs,  and 
after  the  late  war  with  the  Democratic  party.  But 
little  is  known  of  the  ancestry  of  this  family 
except  that  Grandfather  John  Frost  originally 
came  from  Ireland.  Of  the  nine  children  born  to 
their  marriage  but  five  survive,  and  they  are:  Re- 
becca (the  widow  of  George  W.  Prestridgev  who 
was  a prominent  resident  of  De  Soto  Parish,  La., 
but  is  now  deceased;  she  makes  her  home  in  this 


county),  Elizabeth  B.  (widow  of  William  R. 
Brown,  a deceased  farmer  of  Union  County), 
James  B.  (our  subject)  F.  W.  (a  prominent  mill 
man  of  Miller  County),  and  J.  S.  (a  leading  agri- 
culturist of  Union  County,  Ark. ).  Those  dead  are 
J.  AY.  (the  second  child,  was  accidentally  killed  in 
Hunt  County,  Tex.,  in  the  spring  of  1889),  Will- 
iam A.  (the  third  child,  was  a farmer  by  occupa- 
tion and  died  in  Mansfield,  La.).  Jane  F.  (wife  of 
AAA  B.  Graves,  died  in  this  county),  E.  A.  (was  a 
soldier  in  the  late  war,  belonging  to  the  Fourth 
Arkansas  Confederate  Infantry,  and  was  killed  at 
the  battle  of  Elkhorn  in  his  twenty-third  year) 
and  AVilliam  (also  a soldier  in  the  late  war  was 
killed  at  Mansfield,  La.).  James  B.  Frost  spent  his 
school  days  in  Union  and  Miller  Counties.  At  the 
outbreak  of  the  late  war  he  was  attending  school, 
but  he  left  his  books  to  enlist  in  Company  D. 
Fourth  Arkansas  Confederate  Infantry,  in  which 
he  served  until  (ifter  the  fall  of  Vicksburg,  when 
he  joined  a Louisiana  regiment  of  cavalry,  and 
served  with  this  command  until  the  close  of  the 
war.  During  this  time  he  took  part  in  the  battles 
of  Elkhorn,  Richmond,  Murfreesboro.,  Jackson, 
besides  many  skirmishes.  At  the  close  of  the  war 
he  returned  home  and  commenced  to  team,  but 
continued  in  this  occupation  only  a short  time,  and 
then  turned  his  attention  to  farming,  to  which  he 
has  devoted  himself  ever  since.  Within  the  last 
four  years  he  has  spent  considerable  time  in  the 
milling  business.  His  mill,  which  has  a capacity 
of  12,000  feet  per  day,  and  employs  twenty-two 
men.  saws  nothing  but  yellow  pine,  and  its  product 
is  sold  to  the  Gate  City  Lumber  Company.  March 
1,  1866,  his  marriage  to  Miss  Lizzie  J.  Lynn, 
daughter  of  J.  A.  Lynn,  of  this  county,  was  con- 
summated. and  her  death  occurred  in  this  county 
November  13,  1878,  after  bearing  five  children: 
James  E.  (at  home),  Alary  E.  (wife  of  A.  J. 
Alaxev,  a prominent  mill  man  and  farmer,  of  this 
county),  Agnes,  John  J.  and  AA'illiam  (all  at  home). 
Airs.  Frost  was  horn  in  October,  1844,  and  at  the 
time  of  her  death  was  a member  of  the  Missionary 
Baptist  Church.  In  1879  Air.  Frost  was  joined  in 
wedlock  to  Aliss  Alartka  AVilliams,  daughter  of  S. 
C.  Williams.  She  was  born  in  tbis  county  in 
185S.  The  fruits  of  this  union  were  six  children, 
five  of  whom  are  still  living:  AEargaret  G..  Alartlia 
Lizzie,  AVesley,  A'irginia  and  Nettie  Hazel.  Airs. 
Frost  belongs  to  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
South.  Air.  Frost  is  identified  with  the  Alasonic 
Order  and  the  Alliance,  and  in  politics  with  the 
Democratic  party.  He  has  held  several  .offices  of 
trust,  among  them  being  that  of  bailiff  of  Beech 
Township  (to  which  he  was  appointed  in  1806), 


school  director  and  justice  of  the  peace.  He  is 
now  very  ably  discharging  the  duties  of  this  latter 
office.  In  IS, Si)  there  was  a post-office  established 
at  his  mill  and  named  Frost,  in  his  honor,  and  he 
was  appointed  its  master,  in  which  capacity  he  is 
still  serving. 

James  Goodwin  lives  on  a farm  three  miles 
south  of  Texarkana,  which,  with  the  aid  of  a most 
practical  wife,  he  has  purchased  and  brought  to  its 
present  high  state  of  cultivation,  and  he  is  usually 
spoken  of'  as  one  of  the  prosperous  agricultur- 
ists of  this  section.  His  wife,  to  whom  he  was 
married  on  September  24,  1864,  was  formerly  Miss 
Louisa  Mays,  daughter  of  R.  F.  Mays  [see  sketch], 
and  was  born  near  Clarksville,  Tenn. , on  January 
7,  1847.  They  are  the  parents  of  one  child,  a son, 
Joseph  W.,  who  is  at  Lewisville.  Lafayette  County. 
Ark.  Both  are  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  South,  and  are  highly  spoken  of  by  their 
neighbors  and  friends.  During  the  year  1887,  Mr., 
Goodwin  was  engaged  in  the  milling  business  near 
Texarkana,  Bowie  County,  Tex. , with  C.  W.  Noland 
as  a partner,  but  he  now  devotes  his  attention  exclu- 
sively to  cultivating  his  excellent  farm.  He  iirst  saw 
the  light  of  day  in  Jefferson  County,  Ala.,  on  Jan- 
uary 20,  1842,  being  a son  of  Thomas  and  Elizabeth 
(Tate)  Goodwin,  natives  of  Alabama  and  Kentucky, 
respectively.  For  a number  of  years  after  their 
marriage  they  made  their  home  in  Alabama,  but 
while  our  subject  was  still  a boy  they  moved  to 
Tippah  County,  Miss.,  residing  here  but  a short 
time,  and  then  moved  to  Rusk  County,  Tex.  In 
1800  they  came  to  Miller  County,  Ark.,  aud  here 
made  their  home  until  their  death,  which  occurred 
in  1874  and  1887.  respectively.  The  father  was  in 
his  sixty-eighth  year  at  the  time  of  his  death,  and 
the  mother  died  at  the  age  of  sixty,  and  both  passed 
away  in  full  communion  with  the  Missionary  Bap- 
tist Church.  The  father  tilled  the  soil  all  his  life, 
and  was  always  well  rewarded  for  his  labors,  but 
he  enjoyed  good  living,  and  usually  spent  his  money 
for  that  purpose,  and  died  comparatively  poor  in 
this  world's  goods.  He  was  a Mason,  and  belonged 
to  the  Democratic  party.  James  R.  Goodwin  was 
the  third  of  ten  children  born  to  their  marriage, 
only  eight  of  whom  are  now  living.  His  school 
days  were  spent  in  Mississippi  and  Rusk  County, 
Tex.,  whither  he  had  gone  with  his  parents,  and 
in  1862  he  accompanied  them  to  Miller  County, 
Ark.  In  October,  1862,  he  joined  Col.  Grave- 
stone's regiment,  Gen.  Tappin’s  brigade,  Gen. 
Churchill’s  division,  in  which  he  served  until  the 
close  of  the  war,  surrendering  at  Marshall,  Tex., 
on  June  5,  1865.  During  this  time  he  participated 
m many  hard  battles,  among  them  being  Prairie 


Grove.  Jenkins’  Ferry,  and  the  battle  below  Shreve- 
port. At  Prairie  Grove  he  received  a slight  gun- 
shot wound  in  the  left  shoulder.  He  served  with 
credit,  part  of  the  time  as  sergeant,  and  at  the 
close  of  the  war  returned  to  his  home.  He  was 
possessed  of  a small  amount  of  stock,  and  turned 
his  attentions  to  farming  in  this  neighborhood,  first 
purchasing  seventy- eight  acres  of  land,  to  which 
he  has  since  added  the  balance  of  his  present  valu- 
able farm.  He  is  a stanch  Democrat  in  politics. 

Dr.  R.  L.  Grant,  physician  and  surgeon, 
Texarkana,  Ark.  This  clever  and  scientific  prac- 
titioner was  born  in  Boone  County,  Ivy  , on  Sep- 
tember 10.  1860.  and  his  parents,  William  H.  and 
Elizabeth  J.  (Willis)  Grant,  were  natives  also  of 
the  Blue  Grass  State.  The  father  has  cultivated 
the  soil  all  his  life,  has  been  unusually  successful, 
and  now  resides  on  the  old  homestead  in  Kentucky. 
He  was  a first  cousin  to  the  late  Gen,  Grant,  but 
is  a Southern  sympathizer,  and  is  still  active  and 
strong.  The  mother  is  deceased.  They  were  the 
parents  of  ten  children — seven  sons  and  three 
daughters — Dr.  _ R.  L.  Grant  being  next  to  the 
youngest  child  in  order  of  birth.  The  latter 
was  reared  to  manhood  in  Boone  Count}',  Ky. , 
received  his  education  at  Danville  Centre  College, 
Danville,  Ky. , and  graduated  in  the  literary  school 
at  Oxford.  Ohio,  in  1SS0,  being  the  valedictorian. 
He  attained  his  growth  on  the  farm  but  his  ambi- 
tions were  above  that  work,  and  with  a good  educa- 
tion he  started  out  to  fight  life’s  battles  when  but 
a boy.  He  began  the  study  of  medicine  and 
entered  college  at  Philadelphia  in  September,  1880, 
graduating  at  Jefferson  Medical  College  in  1882. 
After  this  he  located  in  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  and  was 
there  for  some  time  before  he  built  up  a practice. 
He  taught  clinical  medicine  in  the  Medical  College  of 
Ohio  from  September,  1883,  to  November,  1886, when 
he  resigned  on  account  of  a serious  throat  trouble, 
and  placed  himself  under  a specialist  at  Philadel- 
phia until  the  following  March.  After  that  he 
resumed  his  practice  in  Cincinnati,  and  continued 
there  until  October,  1887,  when  he  abandoned  his 
profession  and  traveled  for  a year  along  the  coast. 
He  visited  many  places  of  interest,  and  feeling 
very  much  recruited,  decided  to  enter  his  profes- 
sion again.  On  October  13,  1889,  he  opened 
up  an  office  over  J.  A.  Lightfoot  & Co.'s  drug 
store,  at  Texarkana,  Ark.,  where  he  has  built  up  a 
very  lucrative  practice.  He  is  classed  a No.  1 
physician  and  surgeon. and  has  obtained  a liberal 
share,  of  public  favor,  the  best  proof  of  his  skill 
and  care.  He  has  performed  several  very  difficult 
operations,  which  have  gained  him  considerable 
notoriety, 'and  is  examining  physician  for  the 
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lvnigbts  of  Alacabees.  Although  a resident  of 
Texarkana  but  for  a few  months,  he  already  has  a 
large  practice  and  numerous  friends. 

Edward  T.  Hemperley,  a prominent  physician 
of  Sulphur  Township.  Miller  County,  was  born  in 
Georgia  (Campbell  County),  on  March  20.  1841, 
being  the  son  of  Edward  P.  and  Malinda  (Foster) 
Hemperley,  natives  of  Spartanburg  District,  S.  C. 
They  were  married  in  South  Carolina,  and  shortly 
after  moved  to  Georgia,  where  they  resided  until 
their  death,  which  occurred  on  February  10,  1803, 
and  March  17,  IS 0,2,  respectively,  the  father  dy- 
ing at  the  ace  of  sixtv-five,  and  the  mother  at  the 
age  of  fifty-eight  years,  and  both  passing  away  in 
full  communion  with  the  Missionary  Baptist  Church. 
The  father  was  a very  successful  farmer  through 
life,  and  at  his  death  had  accumulated  considerable 
property.  He  was  a Democrat  in  his  political 
views.  Plis  parents,  Edward  M.  and  Rachel 
Hemperley,  were  natives  of  Germany,  and  on  .emi- 
grating to  the  United  States,  settled  in  Yirginia. 
but  later  moved  to  South  Carolina,  and  from 
thence  to  Georgia,  where  they  spent  the  remain- 
der  of  their  life,  lie  dying  of  pneumonia  in  1861, 
and  she  of  small  pox  two  years  later.  They  died 
at  the  age  of  ninety- eight  and  ninety- six  years,  re- 
spectively, and  before  they  were  stricken  by  their  last 
illness,  were  very  active  old  people.  Grandfather 
Hemperley  was  also  a farmer  by  occupation.  The 
subject  of  this  sketch  is  one  of  two  survivors  of  a 
family  of  nine  children  born  to  Edward  P.  and 
Malinda  Hemperley;  the  other,  a brother.  Michael 
C.,  born  December  20,  1829,  is  a farmer  of  Camp- 
bell County,  Ga.  Those  dead  are:  Adam  R. 
(who  died  in  Georgia  in  1841  in  his  twenty-fourth 
year),  August  (who  died  at  the  age  of  eighteen 
years),  John  M.  (who  died  on  July  7,  1841),  aged 
six  years),  Rachel  A.  (born  February  29,  1S2S, 
was  the  wife  of  AY.  H.  Dodd,  and  passed  from  life 
in  this  county),  Andrew  S.  (born  on  June  20. 
1832,  was  a lieutenant  in  the  Confederate  Army 
during  the  late  war,  and  was  killed  at  the  battle 
of  Baker’s  Creek).  Mary  J.  (was  the  wife  of  J.  T. 
Dodd,  of  Fayette  County,  Ga.,  and  died  on  Octo- 
ber 4,  1868,  at  the  age  of  twenty-eight  years), 
Joel  M.  (born  March  10,  1836,  enlisted  in  the 
Twenty-seventh  Georgia  Confederate  Infantry  dur- 
ing the  late  war.  and  was  killed  at  Sharpsburg, 
Aid.),  Nancy  M.  (born  March  13.  1838.  was  the  wife 
of  Thomas  Abercrombie,  of  Fulton  County,  Ga.  ). 
The  boyhood  of  Edward  T.  Hemperley  was  spent  in 
Georgia,  where  he  attended  the  common  schools. 
In  early  manhood  he  commenced  life  as  a farmer, 
blit  not  liking  this  occupation  greatly,  he  did  not 
continue  it  long,  and  took  up  the  study  of  medi- 


cine. In  I860  and  1861  he  attended  lectures  at 
Macon,  Ga.,  and  in  the  latter  year  commenced  the 
practice  of  medicine  in  Fayette  County,  Ga. , 
which  he  continued  until  1869,  at  which  time  ho 
came  to  Arkansas.  Selecting  what  is  now  Miller 
County  as  the  scene  of  his  labors,  he  established 
his  home  here,  and  has  ever  since  continued  to  be 
a resident  of  this  county.  He  has  met  with 
marked  success  here,  for  besides  a large  and 
lucrative  practice  which  be  has  established,  he  is 
the  owner  of  nearly  COO  acres  of  land,  100  acres 
of  which  he  hires  farmed.  His  practice  extends 
over  the  three  States  of  Arkansas,  Texas  and 
Louisiana.  At  the  outbreak  of  the  late  war  he 
enlisted  (in  1861)  in  the  Twenty-seventh  Georgia 
Infantry,  but  was  soon  discharged  on  account  of 
disability.  In  September, , 1863,  he  re-enlisted  in 
the  same  regiment,  was  detailed  as  assistant  sur- 
geon, and  served  until  the  close  of  the  war. 
During  the  time  of  his  service  he  was  in  the  bat- 
tle at  Lake  City,  Cla.,  and  also  in  the  last  battle 
fought,  that  of  Bentonville,  X.  C.  His  marriage 
to  ALiss  Lottie  A.  Dodd,  daughter  of  John  S. 
Dodd,  a native  of  South  Carolina,  took  place  on 
March  3,  1861,  and  the  fruits  of  this  union  have 
been  thirteen  children,  all  of  whom  are  living, 
viz.:  Lttella  L.  (wife  of  Seaborn  S.  Easau,  a promi- 
nent farmer  of  this  county),  Edward  Y.  (at  home), 
Henry  M.  (a  resident  of  this  county).  Cora  O. 
(wife  of  C.  C.  Sexton,  of  Atlanta,  Tex.),  and 
Osceola  G.,  John  D.  L. , Robert  T.,  Cbesley  M., 
Marcellus,  Minnie  Olah,  Paul  J.,  Jesse  M.  and 
Ethel  M.  Airs.  Hemperley  was  born  in  Georgia 
on  April  2,  1844.  She  and  her  husband  both  be- 
long to  the  Missionary  Baptist  Church,  and  are 
highly  esteemed  by  all  in  the  community.  He  is  a 
member  of  tlie  Alliance,  and  in  politics  votes  the 
Democratic  ticket. 

AVilliam  B.  Hicks,  commonly  known  as  ' ‘Judge 
Hicks,”  and  a leading  citizen  of  Aliller  County, 
was  born  in  McNairv  County,  Tenn..  on  January 
17.  1833,  being  the  son  of  Elijah  and  Ivesiali  (Kim- 
rnons)  Hicks,  the  former  born  in  North  Carolina  in 
1803,  and  the  latter  in  Bedford  County,  Term.,  in 
1801.  The  father  was  a child  when  his  parents 
moved  from  North  Carolina  to  AIcNairy  County, 
Tenn.,  and  there  he  grew  to  maturity.  Although 
he  was  a natural  mechanic  he  selected  farming  as 
his  calling,  and  followed  that  occupation  all  his 
life.  His  death  occurred  in  AIcNairy  County. 
Tenn.,  in  1836,  when  he  was  in  his  thirty- third 
year.  He  was  a Democrat.  After  his  death  the 
widow  married  Elijah  Simms  who  also  passed  from 
life  in  Tennessee.  During  the  late  war  she  went 
to  Illinois  to  live  with  her  daughter,  and  died  there 
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(in  Fayette  County)  in  1805,  at  the  age  of  sixty-four 
years.  Before  her  marriage  to  Elijah  Hides  she  was 
the  wife  of  Elias  Bradshaw  ( who  died  in  Tennessee), 
and  was  the  mother  of  four  sons:  Joseph  (now  a 

farmer  and  practicing  physician,  of  Kilgore.  Tex. ), 
Robert  K.  (now  a leading  merchant  at  J unction  City, 
Tex.),  and  Amzi  and  James  Iv.  (both  deceased). 
Amzi  was  a prominent  lawyer  of  Texas,  and  James 
j Iv.  was  a minister.  Her  union  with  Mr.  Hicks  re- 
; suited  in  the  birth  of  live  children,  three  still  liv- 
| ing:  Sarah  J.  (wife  of  J.  N.  .Hicks,  of  Montgom- 

| ery  County  111.),  D.  C.  (living  near  Hope,  Ark.), 
and  William  B. ; those  dead  are  Minerva  and 
Tegga.  The  school-days  of  our  subject  were 
spent  in  McNairv  County,  Tenn.  At  the  age  of 
twenty-four  he  started  in  life  on  his  own  respon- 
sibility by  farming  in  his  native  State,  but  in 
1859  he  went  to  Texas,  locating  in  Rusk  County 
(now  Gregg  County),  and  after  a nine  years’  resi- 
■ dence  there  came  to  this  community.  Since  then 
he  has  resided  for  short  periods  at  Queen  City  and 
Atlanta,  Tex.  His  principal  occupation  has  been 
that  of  a farmer.  While  in  Atlanta  he  served  as 
| assessor  and  collector  of  corporation  tax.  In  June, 
1802.  he  joined  the  Eighteenth  Texas  Confederate 
Infantry,  enlisting  in  Company  K,  in  which  he  re- 
i raained  for  three  years,  and  was  then  transferred 
to  hratt’s  Battery.  During  this  time  he  was  at 
i Jenkins’  Ferry  and  Young’s  Point,  on  the  Miss- 
issippi River.  He  was  taken  prisoner  near  Pine 
Bluff,  but  soon  escaped.  He  returned  to  his  home 
in  Rusk  County,  Tex.,  in  July,  1865,  and  the  fol- 
lowing year  had  the  misfortune  to  lose  his  wife, 
formerly  Miss  Mary  Wray,  of  Hardeman  County, 
Tenn..  to  whom  he  had  been  married  on  January 
1,  1857.  She  was  the  mother  of  three  children,  but 
two  of  whom  are  now  living:  J.  M.  (a  prominent 

farmer  and  educator  of  Dallas  County,  Tex.),  and 
Naomi  (wife  of  John  Crow,  an  agriculturist  of 
Cass  County,  Tex.).  The  other  child,  Joseph  C. . 
died  in  1861.  Mr.  Hicks  remained  a widower  un- 
til 1809,  and  in  March  of  that  year  was  married,  to 
(Mrs.  Leona  (Kelley)  Gilliam,  daughter  of  I.  N. 
Kelley,  and  the  widow  of  William  Gilliam.  She 
was  born  in  Marietta.  Ga. , on  October  18.  1848. 
She  was  the  mother  of  one  child  by  her  first  mar- 
riage: Sallie  B.  (now  the  wife  of  Samuel  MeCos- 

lin,  a farmer  of  Marion  County.  Tex.).  Her  union 
with  Mr.  Hicks  was  blessed  with  eight  children, 
seven  of  whom  survive:  Ida  (wife  of  Z.  T.  Thomas, 

a resident  of  Atlanta,  Tex. ),  and  Floyd  C..  Mattie, 
Katie,  Teta,  Leonora  and  Carroll,  all  at  home. 
Both  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hicks  are  members  of  the 
J Christian  Church.  The  former  also  belongs  to 
the  Alliance,  and  takes  quite  a deep  interest  in  that 
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organization.  He  is  now  serving  as  county  actuary. 
Although  he  is  a Democrat  in  his  political  views, 
he  votes  for  tbe  best  men,  no  matter  what  ticket. 

At  the  opening  of  the  Spring  Palace  at  Fort  j 
\\  orth,  Tex  . lie  delivered  an  address  of  consider- 
able merit,  for  which  he  was  highly  complimented. 

At  the  close  of  the  war  he  was  financially  in  poor  j 
circumstances,  but  since  that  time  by  his  energy, 
foresight  and  ability  he  has  amassed  considerable 
property.  He  owns  the  farm  on  which  he  is  now 
living,  which  comprises  some  valuable  pine  and 
oak  timber*  also  eighty  acres  of  choice  farming 
land,  and  besides  this  property  he  owns  a fine  farm  j 
near  Longview,  Gregg  County,  Tex.  He  is  num- 
bered among  the  substantial  and  well  to-do  citizens 
of  Miller  County. 

William  J.  Hooper  has  been  identified  with  the 
agricultural  affairs  of  Miller  County  since  his 
twenty-first  year,  and  during  this  time  he  has 
proved  himself  to  be  a thoroughly  reliable  and  sub- 
stantial citizen,  as  well  as  an  honest  and  upright 
man.  A brief  sketch  of  his  life  will  be  read  with 
interest.  He  first  opened  his  eyes  to  the  light,  of 
this  world  on  May  10.  1835,  in  Perry  County. 
Tenn.,  being  the  third  of  eight  children,  four  of  i 
whom  are  still  living  (three  in  Cass  County,  Tex., 
and  our  subject  in  Miller  County,  Ark.),  born  to 
the  union  of  Dempsey  and  Rosanna  (Roberts) 
Hooper,  natives  of  North  Carolina  and  Tennessee, 
respectively.  The  father  died  in  Cass  County,  j 
Tex.,  in  187S,  in  his  seventy-second  year.  Their 
marriage  was  consummated  in  Perry  County, 
Tenn.,  and  there  they  made  their  home  until  1849. 
when  they  moved  to  Rusk  County,  Tex.,  where  the 
wife  passed  away  the  same  year  at  the  age  of 
thirty-five,  and  after  her  death  the  father  moved 
to  Cass  County,  where  he  made  his  home  for 
the  balance  of  his  life.  He  was  a general  me- 
chanic. a fine  blacksmith  and  woodworker,  and  man- 
ufactured farm  implements,  wagons,  etc.,  in  con- 
nection with  which  he  also  carried  on  farming  opera- 
tions quite  extensively.  He  prospered  greatly, 
and  at  the  time  ot'  his  death  owned  considerable 
valuable  property,  mostly  located  about  two  miles 
northeast  of  where  Queen  City  now  stands.  After 
the  death  of  his  wife  he  went  back  to  Perry  Conn-  | 
tv.  Tenn..  and  there  married  Miss  Mary  Ann 
Pomeroy,  and  together  they  returned  to  their  home 
in  Cass  County,  Tex.,  where  she  passed  from  life  in 
1854.  He  remained  a widower  for  some  time  after 
his  wife's  death,  but  finally  succumbed  to  the 
charms  of  Mrs.  Jane  (Sams)  Mooney,  a widow  \ 
lady,  who  survives  him.  To  his  second  marriage 
one  daughter  was  born,  but  she  has  since  died. 
The  last  marriage  resulted  in  the  birth  of  seven 
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| children,  all  of  whom  are  still  living.  William 
J.  Hooper  passed  his  school  days  in  Perry  County, 
Tenn:,  and  Rusk  County,  Tex.  In  1857  he  came 
to  Miller  County,  Ark.,  and  located  on  the  farm 
where  he  now  lives,  which  was  then  an  unbroken 
forest  abounding  with  wolves,  bears,  panthers  and 
other  wild  animals.  He  courageously  set  to  work 
to  clear  this  place,  and  now  has  for  his  pains  a 
splendid  farm  of  320  acres  in  Arkansas  and  100 
acres  in  Texas,  just  across  the  river,  with  eighty 
acres  prepared  for  cultivation.  His  farm  is  well 
improved,  with  a handsome  residence,  good  barns, 
etc.  In  1882  he  was  elected  justice  of  the  peace, 
and  held  that  office  for  one  term.  In  January, 
1861,  he  joined  the  Nineteenth  Texas  Confederate 
Infantry,  and  served  until  June,  1865,  surrender  - 
! ing  at  Hempstead,  on  the  Brazos  River,  in  Texas. 
During  most  of  his  service  he  was  a teamster,  and 
participated  in  the  battles  of  Jenkins'  Ferry  and 
Mansfield.  At  the  close  of  the  war  he  had  noth- 
ing but  his  wife  and  children,  and  since  then  has 
been  very  successful.  His  wife,  to  whom  he  was 
married  on  October  19,  1856,  was  formerly  Miss 
Frances  Allen;  she  was  born  in  Cobb  County.  Ga., 
on  May  28,  1840.  They  are  the  parents  of  eight 
children,  the  oldest  of  whom,  Dempsey  J. , died  in 
his  eleventh  year.  Those  still  living  are:  William 
N.  (a  prominent  physician  of  Hughes  Spring,  Cass 
County,  Tex.),  James  H.  (a  prosperous  farmer  of 
Miller  County),  Belle  Zora  (wife  of  John  Y. 
Graves,  a farmer  of  Caddo  Parish.  La. ).  Samuel  , 
E.  (a  teacher  of  Cass  County,  Tex.),  and  Preston 
L. . Cora  E. , and  Podie  (at  home).  Mr.  Hooper  is 
j a Royal  Arch  Mason,  socially,  and  politically  a 
j stanch  Democrat,  and  both  he  and  wife  are  mem- 
bers of  the  Missionary  Baptist  Church. 

Napoleon  F.  A.  Hutt,  one  of  the  representative 
| citizens  of  Miller  County,  was  born  in  Alabama,  i 
August  22,  1832.  being  a son  of  Jacob  B.  and 
Thurza  (Pipkin)  Hutt,  natives  of ’Ontario,  Canada, 
and  Alabama,  respectively.  The  former  moved 
from  Canada  to  Alabama  in  early  manhood,  and 
made  his  home  in  the  latter  State  and  Florida  until 
his  death,  which  occurred  in  1852,  in  bis  fifty-sec- 
ond year;  his  death  was  preceded  by  that  of  his 
wife,  wdio  passed  from  earth  in  1849,  at  the  age  of 
! forty-two  years.  He  was  a school  teacher  all  his 
life,  except  for  three  years,  and  followed  that  calling 
i in  the  various  States  with  which  he  identified  him- 
self. At  the  age  of  sixteen  he  participated  in  the 
battle  of  Lundy's  Lane  as  a British  subject.  He 
; also  held  different  official  positions.  He  was  in  the 
Seminole  War,  and  at  its  close  went  to  Texas ^aud 
took  part  in  the  Revolution,  under  Gen.  Sam 
| Houston,  participating  in  different  battles  with  the 


Indians,  and  was  once  wounded  with  an  Indian 
arrow.  He  was  at  the  Alamo,  three  days  after  that 
massacre.  W bile  in  Alabama  he  was  engaged  in 
merchandising,  and  filled  several  local  offices,  serv- 
ing most  of  the  time  of  his  residence  as  magistrate 
and  bailiff.  During  his  early  life  he  was  a mem- 
ber of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  South,  as 
was  also  his  wife,  but  in  his  later  years  he  united 
with  the  Universalists,  in  which  belief  he  died. 
Politically  he  was  a Democrat.  There  were  nine 
children  born  to  his  marriage,  the  subject  of  this 
sketch  being  the  fourth  in  order  of  birth,  only 
three  of  ’whom  are  now  living:  Charles  A.  F.  ta 
prominent,  farmer  of  this  county),  Napoleon  F A., 
and  Oreanna  S.  Alexzona  (wife  of  S.  R.  Burgess, 
a farmer  of  Cherokee  County,  Tex.).  The  early 
life  of  our  subject  was  spent  in  Florida  and  Ala- 
bama. When  quite  a boy  he  received  the  appoint- 
ment of  assistant  inspector  of  lumber  and  timber 
in  the  navy  yard  at  Warrington,  Fla.,  and  served 
in  that  capacity  for  a number  of  years  (until  1SG0), 
when,  on  account  of  ill  health,  lie  was  obliged  to 
cpiit  the  Government  employ.  He  then  came  to 
Arkansas,  and  located  near  where  he  now  lives.  In 
1878  jre  settled  on  his  present  place,  which  com- 
prises 240  acres  of  land,  a good  portion  of  which 
is  under  cultivation.  He  served  in  the  late  war, 
joining  Col.  Grimstead’s  Regiment  of  Infantry,  in 
June,  1862,  in  which  he  served  until  the  close  of 
the  war, during  which  time  he  was  in  the  battles  of 
Cane  Hill,  Jenkins’  Ferry  and  others,  besides  sev- 
eral severe  skirmishes.  His  eldest  brother,  Charles 
A.  F.  ,was  slightly  wounded  at  Jenkins’  Ferry,  by 
a gun-shot  in  the  neck.  The  close  of  the  war  found 
our  subject  in  a bad  shape,  financially.  He  started 
anew  in  life,  and  since  then,  by  industry  and  good 
management,  has  been  very  successful,  and  is  now 
considered  among  the  prosperous  agriculturists  of 
Miller  County.  Upon  the  organization  of  this 
county,  he  was  elected  one  of  the  commissioners  to 
build  public  houses,  etc.,  but  never  served.  He 
was  also  elected  justice  of  the  peace,  but  did  not 
qualify.  On  October  27.  1859,  he  was  united  in 
matrimony  to  Miss  Elizabeth  Finklea.  daughter  of 
Hugh  Finklea.  and  to  their  married  life  have  been 
given  twelve  children,  eight  of  whom  survive.  Mrs. 
Hutt  was  born  in  Wilcox,  Ala.,  on  February  26. 
1842.  Mr.  Hutt  is  a deacon  in  the  Christian 
Church,  of  which  body  both  himself  and  wife  are 
members.  While  affiliating  with  this  church,  he 
is  a Uuiversalist  in  belief.  During  his  lifetime  he 
has  never  had  a case  in  court,  nor  has  he  ever  sued 
or  been  sued.  In  politics  he  affiliates  with  the 
Democratic  party.  He  is  a member  of  the  Alli- 
ance, and  is  active  in  all  worthv  enterprises. 
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Henry  H.  King  is  a native-born  resident  of 
Miller  County,  and  first  opened  his  eyes  to  this 
world  on  October  30,  1841.  His  father.  George 
W.  King,  was  born  in  Tennessee  in  1810,  and  at 
the  age  of  nineteen  came  to  Arkansas,  locating  in 
Miller  County  (but  which  was  then  considered  to 
bo  a part  of  Red  River  County,  Tex.),  and  was 
; one  of:  the  first  settlers  in  this  part  of  the  State. 
Here  he  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Lucy 
Amanda  Loyd,  a native  of  Ohio,  who  had  accom- 
panied her  parents  to  this  State  in  early  life.  Her 
i father  was  the  first  settler  on  what  is  now  known 
' as  Lost  Prairie,  and  died  in  this  State  in  1882,  in 
! his  seventieth  year.  Upon  first  coming  to  Arkan- 
sas, George  W.  King  was  engaged  in  keel-boating 
! on  the  Red  River,  and  continued  in  that  occupation 
; for  ten  years,  but  at  the  end  of  that  time  turned 
his  attention  to  agricultural  pursuits,  which  he  con- 
ducted until  his  death  on  February  16,  1859. 
When  Texas  rebelled,  he  volunteered  and  fought 
! for  that  State.  Prior  to  1S43  he  was  in  the  grocery 
| business  on  the  banks  of  the  Red  River,  but  a rise 
! of  that  stream  swept  away  all  his  possessions. 

| Politically  he  was  a Whig,  and  both  lie  and  wife 
j were  very  active  in  church  work,  both  being  mem- 
bers of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  South. 

I To  their  marriage  w7ere  born  thirteen  children,  the 
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subject  of  this  sketch  being  the  third  in  order  of 
birth,  seven  of  whom  survive.  The  school  days 
of  Henry  H.  King  were  spent  in  his  native  county 
•with  no  unusual  events,  until  he  had  attained  his 
twentieth  year.  It  was  then  the  late  war  broke  out, 
and  on  May  5,  1861.  he  volunteered  in  Capt. Dill’s 
company,  Sixth  Arkansas  Confederate  Infantry, 
going  out  as  private,  and  serving  until  the  close 
of  the  war,  or  until  October  22,  1805.  During  the 
latter  part  of  the  service,  he  was  appointed  to  a lieu- 
teuancy  on  post  duty  in  Macon.  Ga.,  a short  time. 
While  in  the  ranks  he  was  in  the  battles  of  Mur- 
freesboro, Shiloh, Corinth,  Perryville, Chiekamauga, 
Missionary  Ridge,  the  Georgia  campaign,  and 
Jonesboro,  N.  Cl,  also  Jonesboro.  Ga.  At  tin’s 
latter  battle,  he  was  wounded  by  a gun-shot  in  the 
left  thigh,  and  was  sent  to  the  hospital  at  Raleigh, 
N.  C.,  where  he  remained  until  September,  1865. 
During  his  service  he  was  struck  four  different 
tunes  with  bullets,  but  was  only  disabled  once.  In 
September,  1861.  he  was  detailed  to  serve  in  the 
secret  service,  where  he  did  duty  for  about  four 
months,  after  which  he  returned  to  his  home,  to 
find  his  mother  and  family  in  almost  destitute  cir- 
cumstances. He  himself  was  penniless  and  a crip- 
ple, but  he  set  to  work,  first  hiring  out  for  wages*. 
J in  which  capacity  he  continued  until  ”1869.  Ho 

i i then  rented  land  and  commenced  to  farm  for  him- 


self, and  by  ability  and  good  management  lie  made 
money  at  it,  and  in  1874  was  able  to  purchase  240 
acres  of  laud,  on  which  he  is  now  living.  A good 
portion  of  this  land  is  under  a high  state  of  culti- 
vation, and  is  profitably  tilled  by  its  owner.  In 
1876  he  was  elected  justice  of  the  peace,  and  after 
ably  filling  that  office  for  two  years  he  was  re- 
elected. He  was  also  elected  county  coroner  in 
1878.  His  marriage  to  Miss  Amanda  Clementine 
Eckles,  a native  of  Alabama,  born  in  1850,  the 
daughter  of  Clark  Eckles,  was  consummated  in 
1870,  and  five  of  the  eight  children  born  to  them 
are  still  living.  They  are:  Hester  A.  (wife  of  J. 
D.  Finley,  a farmer  of  this  county),  Henry  A., 
Benjamin  Franklin,  Minnie  and  Paul,  all  at  home. 
Those  dead  are:  Ardella  (who  died  at  the  age  of 
nine  years),  Mary  E.  (died  in  her  fourth  year), 
and  Joshua  (who  died  when  three  years  of  age). 
Mr.  King  is  a deacon  in  the  Missionary  Baptist 
Church,  of  which  both  he  and  wife  are  earnest 
members.  In  politics  he  always  votes  the  Demo- 
cratic ticket,  and  socially  is  a Mason  and  belongs 
to  the  Alliance.  He  is  an  enterprising  and  honor- 
able citizen,  and  deserves  the  success  which  has 
followed  him  through  life. 

W.  S.  McCright  deserves  mention  in  this  work 
as  a popular  official  of  Bowie  County,  Tex.,  as  well 
as  a man  of  recognized  worth,  and  substantial,  pro- 
gressive spirit.  He  was  ushered  into  the  world 
in  Texas,  May  27,  1847,  being  a son  of  Robert  and 
Fannie  Pleasant  (Shacklev)  McCright,  natives  of 
Mississippi  and  South  Carolina,  respectively.  They 
were  married  in  Alabama,  and  in  1846  came  to 
Texas,  and  here  the  mother  is  still  living,  but  the 
father  died  while  serving  in  the  Confederate  army 
during  the  late  war.  He  was  a mechanic,  and  as 
such  was  fairly  successful.  Grandfather  James 
McCright,  a native  of  South  Carolina,  was  a soldier 
in  the  War  of  1812.  The  subject  of  this  sketch  is 
the  first  of  seven  children  born  to  his  parents,  all 
of  whom  are  living,  and  was  reared  in  his  native 
State,  receiving  a good  education  in  the  common 
schools.  He  chose  Miss  Sarah  F.  Shipp  as  his  com- 
panion in  life,  and  their  marriage  was  celebrated 
in  1869.  She  was  born  in  Texas,  and  is  a daugh- 
ter of  Samuel  and  Huldah  Sliipp.  This  union  was 
blessed  in  the  birth  of  six  children — two  sons  and 
four  daughters — all  of  whom  survive.  By  the  death 
of  Mr.  Akin,  treasurer  of  Bowie  County,  in  1887. 
Air.  McCright  was  appointed  to  fill  the  vacancy  in 
April  of  that  year,  and  he  performed  the  duties 
incumbent  upon  this  office  so  capably,  and  gave 
such  entire  satisfaction  to  the  tax-payers  of  the 
county,  that  at  the  expiration  of  his  term,  he  was 
re-elected  to  the  office,  and  is  still  serving  in  that 
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capacity.  He  had  previously  served  as  county  J 
commissioner  for  two  years,  and  his  career  at  that  | 
time,  as  well  as  later,  has  proved  him  to  be  a very  : 
trustworthy  official.  Mr.  McCrigbt  owns  a valu- 
able farm  of  800  acres  of  land  in  Bowie  County,  j 
Tex.,  about  twenty-two  miles  west  of  Texarkana,  I 
and  about  100  acres  of  this  land  are  under  a high  j 
state  of  cultivation  and  well  improved.  He  is  a j 
Master  Mason,  and  cast  his  first,  presidential  vote  j 
for  Seymour.  Mrs.  McCright  is  a member  of  the  1 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  South. 

Richard  F.  Mays.  It  is  now  nearly  eighty  ; 
years  since  Mr.  Mays  first  opened  his  eyes  to  this  j 
world,  and  during  this  time  his  career,  although 
varied,  has  always  been  strictly  honorable  and  his  1 
character  above  reproach.  A brief  outline  of  his 
life  deserves  mention  here.  He  was  born  in 
Dinwiddie  County,  Ya. , (near  Petersburg)  on  June  j 
10,  1810.  a son  of  Abraham  and  Rhoda  (Lewis)  | 
Mays,  natives  of  New  York  and  Virginia,  respect- 
ively. Abraham  Mays  died  in  Petersburg.  Ya. , in 
about  1833,  in  his  sixtieth  year.  Although  born  ] 
in  New  York,  he  lived  there  very  little  of  his  life, 
as  his  father  brought  him  to  Virginia  when  he  was  j 
still  a boy,  and  there  he  grew  to  maturity,  in  early  j 
manhood  learning  the  brick  mason's  trade,  at  which 
he  worked  until  his  death.  He  owned  a splen- 
did farm  in  Virginia,  which  he  tilled,  in  connection  j 
with  this  trade.  The  mother  died  in  her  native  ! 
State  while  still  quite  young,  leaving  live  children, 
the  subject  of  this  sketch  being  the  third  in  order  ; 
of  birth,  and  one  of  the  two  surviving  members  of  1 
this  family,  his  brother  Stephen,  who  is  a stone  ; 
mason  of  Petersburg.  Va.,  being  the  other  survivor. 
The  father  remained  a widower  for  some  time,  and 
then  married  Nancy  Jackson,  since  deceased.  At  his 
mother' s death  our  subject  was  taken  by  his  maternal  1 
grandmother,  with  whom  he  remained  until  grown. 
AVI  tile  still  a hoy  he  commenced  to  learn  the  brick 
mason's  trade,  but  upon  attaining  his  twenty-first  | 
year  he  went  to  Nashville.  Tenn.,  and  there  learned  ; 
the  cooper’s  trade,  serving  a regular  apprentice-  1 
ship,  and  later  worked  at  this  trade  for  eight  years. 
He  then  engaged  as  salesman  in  a grocery  house,  : 
and  remained  in  this  employ  about  two  years.  In 
1841  lie  went  to  Clarksville,  Tenn.,  and  there  en- 
gaged in  the  pork  business  with  Harland  A Wright  \ 
as  manager  of  their  establishment,  and  remained 
with  this  firm  for  six  years.  He  then  left,  and  for 
the  next  four  years  worked  at  his  trade.  In  1851 
he  moved  to  Henderson  County,  Term.,  and  em- 
barked in  the  grocery  business  at  Shady  Grove, 
which  he  conducted  successfully  for  one  year,  and 
then  added  a line  of  dry  goods  to  his  stock,  and 
conducted  this  business  two  years.  He  then  sold  ! 


out  and  moved  to  Camden,  Ark.,  and  opened  a 
butcher  shop,  but  in  1853  sold  out  these  interests 
and  came  to  Mailer  County  (then  Lafayette)  and 
located  on  the  farm  he  still  owns,  since  which  time 
he  has  been  an  honored  resident  of  this  neighbor- 
hood. During  this  time  he  has  seen  the  county 
build  up,  and  Texarkana,  which  was  then  a wilder- 
ness. become  a city  of  considerable  note.  He  de- 
voted his  attention  to  stock-raising  until  1876,  when 
he  opened  a grocery  store  at  Texarkana,  remaining 
in  that  business  until  December  5,  1888,  when  he 
was  burnt  out  and  lost  everything,  and  since  then 
he  has  been  engaged  in  collecting,  etc.  While  in 
business  he  had  established  a large  trade,  and  by 
good  management  made  considerable  money.  He 
still  owns  some  valuable  property  in  Texarkana. 
He  is  now  occupied  in  raising  line  stock  three  miles 
southeast  of  the  city,  making  a specialty  of  Jersey 
and  Durham  cattle.  While  a resident  of  Clarks- 
ville, Tenn.,  he  was  united  in  matrimony  to  Miss 
Rebecca  Middleton,  of  Robertson  County,  that 
State,  born  in  Hickman  County,  Tenn..  in  1825, and 
on  June  3.  1890.  they  celebrated  their  golden  wed- 
ding. They  are  the  parents  of  eleven  children,  sev- 
en of  whom  are  still  living:  Mary  (wife  of  E.  M. 

Fawbush.  a carpenter,  residing  in  Texarkana).  Har- 
riet B.  (wife  of  Maj.  A.  L.  Johnson,  now  a land 
agent  of  Cass  County,  Tex.),  H.  Ij.  (is  a farmer  of 
Bowie  County,  Tex.,  as  is  also  Edward  P. ),  Louisa 
(is  the  wife  of  James  Goodwin,  a leading  agricult- 
urist of  this  county).  Jane  (wife  of  C.  V.  Noland, 
resides  in  this  county).  Those  deceased  are  Ellen, 
and  three  who  died  in  infancy.  Mrs.  Mays  has 
been  a member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church 
all  her  life,  and  is  still  active  in  that  body.  Mr. 
Mays  is  a Democrat  in  politics. 

Jason  Paulk.  He  whose  name  heads  this 
sketch  is  one  of  the  most  prominent  and  enterpris- 
ing citizens  of  Miller  County,  and  as  such  a brief 
outline  of  his  life  will  be  read  with  interest.  Orig- 
inally from  Tennessee,  he  was  born  on  February 
17,  1833,  being  a son  of  Jacob  and  Elizabeth 
(Rogers)  Paulk.  The  father  was  born  in  South 
Carolina,  but  the  mother’s  birthplace  is  unknown. 
Their  marriage  took  place  in  Tennessee,  where  they 
made  their  home  until  1S38.  then  moved  to  Mar- 
shall County,  Miss.,  and  in  1843  to  Tippah  County. 
Miss. ; thence  in  1856  to  Bolivar  County,  same 
State,  and  in  I860  came  to  Texas,  locating  on  a 
farm  in  Red  River  County,  and  came  to  La- 
fayette County.  Ark.,  a short  while  before  his 
death,  which  occurred  in  1863,  and  the  father 
passed  from  life  in  his  sixty-fourth  year.  His 
widow  died  in  this  county  when  about  seventy 
years  of  a^re.  The  father  was  a cabinet-maker  bv 
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trade,  but  during  bis  residence  in  Mississippi 
worked  as  a miller,  and  after  coining  to  Texas 
engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits.  He  was  very 
successful  in  all  these  occupations,  and  at  his  death 
owned  some  valuable  property  in  Mis-issippi. 
The  mother  was  a member  of  the  Baptist  Church 
for  many  years.  The  subject  of  this  sketch  is  the 
fourth  of  nine  children  born  to  their  marriage,  and 
of  this  family  only  four  are  living.  The  boyhood 
and  youth  of  Jason  Paulk  were  spent  in  Tippah 
County,  Miss.  When  he  was  twenty-one  years  of 
age  he  engaged  in  the  mill  business  with  bis  father, 
but  continued  with  him  but  a short  time  and  then 
came  to  Lafayette  County,  Ark.,  and  commenced 
the  same  business  for  himself,  conducting  it  with 
moderate  success  until  lS74.when  he  began  to  farm 
where  he  now  lives,  and  where  he  owns  320  acres 
of  good  land,  with  a good  portion  of  it  under  cul- 
tivation. In  March.  1802.  he  joined  a Tennessee 
battery,  which  was  afterward  attached  to  Polk's 
division  of  artillery,  with  which  he  remained  until 
the  close  of  war,  and  during  this  time  engaged 
j in  many  severe  battles,  among  them  being  Mur- 
! freesboro,  Chickamauga  (at  which  battle  he  was 
i slightly  wounded  (.Missionary  Ridge,  the  battles  on 
the  Georgia  campaign,  Franklin  and  Nashville, 
besides  many  others  of  lesser  importance.  He 
was  taken  prisoner  at  Holly  Springs.  Miss. . 

| but  retained  as  such  only  a short  time.  He  served 
with  credit  through  the  entire  war,  and  at  its  close 
returned  to  his  home  to  find  himself  in  a bad 
shape,  financially,  a great  deal  of  his  property 
having  been  swept  away  in  the  struggle,  but  by 
industry  and  good  management  he  has  succeeded 
in  regaining  and  adding  to  his  old  financial  repu- 
tation. He  is  now*  extensively  engaged  in  stock 
raising,  owning  some  good  grade  horses,  cattle 
and  sheep.  His  marriage  to  Miss  Diana  Pierce, 
who  was  born  in  Tennessee  in  1845,  being  a 
daughter,  of  J.  P,  Pierce  of  this  county,  was  con- 
summated in  1805,  and  they  became  the  parents 
of  eight  children,  of  whom  Della  and  Jacob  are 
deceased.  Those  living  are  J.  B.  (a  promising 
young  man,  recently  graduated  at  the  Jackson. 
Tenn.,  Baptist  School),  J.  S..  Jesse  W. , John 
A.,  Addie  and  Lewis  A.,  all  at  home.  Mr.  Paulk 
is  a deacon  in  the  Missionary  Baptist  Church,  of 
which  both  he  and  wife  and  oldest  son  are  mem- 
bers. He  is  a Mason,  and  belongs  to  the  Alliance, 
and  in  politics  always  casts  his  vote  with  thej  Demo- 
cratic party. 

Oliver  C.  Porter,  mayor  and  attorney  of  Texar- 
kana, Tex.,  was  born  in  Lafayette  County,  Ark.,, 
in  Decomber,  1858.  His  father.  James* M.  Porter, 
was  born  in  Georgia,  in  PS  18.  and  was  a son  of 


William  Porter,  a native  of  Ireland,  who  emigrated 
to  the  United  States,  and  served  his  adopted  coun- 
try in  the  War  of  1812.  James  M.  Porter  left  his 
native  State  in  early  life,  and  went  to  Mississippi, 
and  thence  to  Arkansas  in  1835.  locating  on  the 
Red  River,  where  he  was  among  the  very  first  set- 
tlers. He  was  a fanner  by  occupation.  Although 
he  was  a Union  man  he  went  with  his  State  when 
it  seceded,  but  did  not  serve  in  the  war  on  account 
of  physical  disability.  He  had  one  son  in  the 
Confederate  army,  Thomas’  C. , who  was  killed  at 
Elkhorn,  in  his  sixteenth  year.  The  father  passed 
from  life  in  1870,  his  death  being  preceded  by  that 
of  his  wife,  who  died  in  Arkansas  in  1874.  They 
were  the  parents  of  nine  children — five  sous  and  four 
daughters— but  our  subject  and  his  brother  are  the 
only  survivors  of  this  large  family.  Oliver  C.  Por- 
ter was  reared  to  manhood  in  his  native  State,  re- 
ceiving a good  education  in  the  common  country 
schools.  During  the  winters  of  1876-78- <0  he  at- 
tended law  lectures  at  Little  Rock.  In  1880  he 
was  admitted  to  the  Supreme  Court  of  Arkansas,  at 
Little  Rock,  and  ever  since  that  time,  with  the  ex- 
ception of  the  years  of  1S81  and  1S82  (when  he  was 
in  partnership  with  Capt.  C.  E Dixon,  editing  the 
Inter-State,  at  Texarkana,  Tex. ),  he  has  devoted  his 
attention  exclusively  to  the  practice  of  his  profes- 
sion. While  editing  this  paper,  he  was  elected  re- 
corder of  Texarkana,  Ark.,  and  served  two  terms, 
and  in  1883  was  elected  city  attorney  of  Texarkana, 
and  discharged  the  duties  of  that  office  very  effi- 
ciently for  two  years.  In  1888  he  was  elected 
mayor  of  this  city,  and  the  proof  of  his  popularity 
as  an  official  and  a citizen  lies  in  the  fact  that  he 
was  a candidate  for  re-election  to  this  office,  without 
opposition.  When  he  first  commenced  the  prac- 
tice of  law.  he  was  connected  with  the  well-known 
law  firm  of  Cook  & Scott,  the  former  of  whom  was 
at  that  time  prosecuting  attorney  of  the  Sixth  Judi- 
cial District  of  Arkansas;  the  latter  is  now  practic- 
ing his  profession  at  Texarkana.  Ark.  A bile  with 
this  firm  young  Porter,  then  but  twenty-one  years 
of  age,  was  appointed  by  the  governor  of  Arkansas 
to  the  office  of  county  and  probate  judge  of  Miller 
County,  and  he  discharged  the  duties  incumbent 
upon  this  office  with  entire  satisfaction.  He  is  a 
Royal  Arch  Mason,  affiliating  with  Chapter  No.  70,  | 

Texarkana,  and  in  1885— SO  represented  his  lodge  j 
in  the  Grand  Lodge  of  the  State.  He  also  belongs 
to  the  I.  O.  O.  F..  and  serves  as  secretary  of  his 
lodge,  and  has  filled  all  the  important  offices  in  the 
K.  of  F.  and  K.  of  H.  lodges,  of  which  orders  he 
is  a prominent  member,  lie  is  liberal  in  politics. 
December.  1881.  witnessed  his  marriage  with  Miss 
Anna  R.  Purcell,  of  New  Orleans,  La.,  and  one 
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little  daughter,  named  Fritzie,  has  blessed  this  j 
union.  They  are  both  prominent  and  much  es-  j 
teemed  members  of  the  Protestant  Episcopal  j 
Church. 

Capt.  William  T.  Roberts,  one  of  the  leading 
citizens  of  Miller  County,  was  born  in  Pendleton 
District,  S.  C..iu  lSlO.  the  third  of  a large  family 
of  children  born  to  Little  Berry  and  Susan  (Davis) 
Roberts,  natives  of  North  and  South  Carolina, 
respectively.  They  were  married  in  South  Caro- 
lina and  made  their  home  there  for  a number  of 
years,  but  subsequently  moved  to  Roane  County, 
Tenn.,  where  the  father  died  in  his  sixty-third 
year.  He  was  a farmer  by  occupation,  and 
successfully  pursued  that  calling  all  his  life, 
being  among  the  leading  and  prosperous  agri- 
culturists of  Roane  County  at  his  death.  In 
politics  he  was  a Whig,  and  while  in  South  Caro- 
lina was  honored  by  his  constituents  with  many 
offices  of  trust  and  responsibility,  which  he  lilied 
very  efficiently,  among  them  being  that  of  sheriff. 
He  served  in  the  Florida  M ar.  After  his  death  his 
widow  and  family  removed  to  Camden  County, 
Mo. , at  which  place  she  received  her  summons  in 
her  eighty-third  year.  She  was  a member  of  the 
Baptist  Church,  iD  which  denomination  she  took  a 
deep  interest  and  did  a great  deal  of  good.  The 
immediate  subject  of  this  sketch  spent  his  school 
days  in  Roane  County.  Tenn.,  remaining  at  home 
until  he  had  attained  his  twentieth  year,  at  which 
time  he  began  farming  for  himself.  He  tilled  the 
soil  in  his  native  State  for  a number  of  years,  then 
went  to  Camden  Countv,  Mo.,  and  there  engatred 
in  agricultural  pursuits.  He  was  a very  prominent 
resident  of  that  county,  and  took  an  active  interest 
in  its  affairs.  For  several  years  he  tilled  the 
important  office  of  county  judge,  besides  many 
other  offices  of  honor  and  emolument.  When  the 
great  struggle  between  the  North  and  South  began, 
iu  1861,  Mr.  Roberts  erdistecl  as  lieutenant  in 
Col.  Brown’s  regiment  of  cavalry,  and  served  his 
cause  with  distinction  until  the  close  of  the  war. 
During  this  time  his  superiors,  recognizing  his 
worth  and  ability,  promoted  him  to  a captaincy. 
He  participated  in  several  severe  battles,  besides 
many  skirmishes.  He  was  at  the  battle  of  Wilson 
Creek  and  others  in  Missouri  and  Arkansas.  At 
Linn  Creek  he  was  taken  prisoner  and  confined 
for  a few  weeks  at  St.  Louis  and  then  exchanged. 
In  1865,  at  the  close  of  the  war,  became  to  Miller 
County.  Ark.,  where  he  has  ever  since  resided. 
He  owns  an  extensive  tract  of  land,  both  timber 
and  agricultural  lands,  and  has  recently  gone  i-nto 
the  milling  business.  This  property  lias  nearly 
all  been  accumulated  since  the  war,  and  is  the 


result  of  energy,  industry  and  business  ability. 
Mr.  Roberts  has  been  too  busily  engaged  with  his 
own  affairs  to  take  a very  active  part  in  political 
matters,  but  he  always  takes  a deep  interest  in  all 
laudable  public  enterprises,  to  which  ho  is  a lib- 
eral contributor.  In  1836  and  1837  he  was  a cor- 
poral in  the  United  States  army,  and  helped  to 
move  the  Indians  from  Ocoee  Purchase  in  Tennes- 
see, Georgia  and  Alabama  to  their  reservation. 
His  marriage  to  Miss  Mary  Parmlev,  of  Roane 
County,  Tenn.,  was  consummated  in  1841,  and  her 
death  occurred  in  this  county  in  3S68.  She  was 
the  mother  of  nine  children,  only  four  of  whom 
are  now  living,  viz:  John  A.,  R.  A.  • and  Mary  C. 
John  A.  is  an  ex-Confedorate  soldier,  and  a prom- 
inent citizen  of  this  community,  having  very  ably 
tilled,  the  offices  of  sheriff  and  Representative  of 
this  county;  he  is  a farmer  and  mill  man.  R.  A. 
also  served  the  Confederate  cause  in  the  late  war, 
and  is  now  a prosperous  farmer.  Mary  C.  married 
John  Boslin,  who  is  a leading  agriculturist  of  this 
section.  Capt.  Roberts  remained  a widower  until 
1878,  when  he  succumbed  to  the  charms  of  YUiss 
Tennessee  Bowlin,  of  this  county,  and  one  son, 
Albert  L. , is  the  result  of  this  union.  Capt.  Rob- 
erts has  been  a member  of  the  Missionary  Baptist 
Church  for  many  years,  and  is  much  esteemed  by 
all  who  know  him.  Socially  he  is  a Mason,  and 
political!}’  a stanch  Democrat. 

E.  A.  Sollicker,  ex-mayor,  Texarkana.  Ark.  Mr. 

! Scbicker  is  a native  of  Illinois,  born  in  Rockford, 

! on  July  18,  1860,  and  is  a son  of  Ferdinand  and 
Bertha  (Fischer)  Schicker,  both  natives  of  Europe, 
the  father  of  Austria,  and  the  mother  a Hessian. 
The  parents  were  married  in  Chicago,  111.,  whither 
the  father  had  emigrated  when  a boy,  locating  in 
that  city  about  thirty-five  years  ago.  He  was  a 
silk-hat  maker  by  trade,  but  could  not  follow  it  on 
account  of  ill  health.  While  in  Chicago  he  ran  a 
dairy  and  truck  farm  and  owned  five  acres  on  Polk 
Street  where  there  is  now  a public  school  building, 
Babcock’s  Manufacturing  Company,  and  several 
other  large  buildings.  The  father  enlisted  in  the 
late  war  and  served  until  the  surrender.  During  this 
time  the  family  lived  in  Rockford,  111.,  after  which 
they  moved  to  Little  Rock,  and  thence  to  Hot 
Springs,  where  the  father  now  resides.  To  the  par- 
ents were  born  seven  children,  five  now  living.  Of 
these  E.  A.  Schicker  was  the  eldest  in  order  of 
birth.  He  received  a liberal  education  at  Little 
Rock,  learned  the  baker’s  trade  at  Hot  Springs, 
and  in  1880  established  himself  in  business  at  Tex- 
arkana, where  he  continued  until  1886.  In  1884 
he  was  elected  alderman  and  served  two  terms, 
lie  was  made  mayor  of  the  city  by  council  to  fill  a 
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vacancy,  and  was  elected  to  the  office  in  ISSS  for 
one  year  and  re-elected  in  1889  for  two  years,  mak- 
ing a very  hard  tight,  and  beating  ex -mayors  each 
election,  hie  has  made  an  efficient  officer  and  bids 
fair  to  hold  office  some  time  yet.  He  is  full  of  en- 
ergy and  enterprise,  and  conducts  his  affairs  to  the 
satisfaction  of  all.  He  has  been  married,  but  his 
wife  is  deceased.  He  has  one  son — Edward.  B. 
Mr.  Scliicker  is  a Knight  Templar  in  the  Masonic 
fraternity  and  belongs  to  the  K.  of  B. 

Barnett  T.  Sexton.  For  the  last  twenty  years 
Mr.  Sexton  has  been  engaged  in  agricultural  pur- 
suits in  this  county,  and  although  he  started  in 
life  for  himself  without  means  and  in  debt,  he  has, 
during  this  time, with  the  aid  of  his  excellent  wife, 
accumulated  a fine  property  and  gained  for  him- 
self a reputation  as  one  of  the  leading  citizens  of 
this  county.  His  wife,  who  was  formerly  Miss 
Sallie  Rodgers,  daughter  of  James  Rodgers,  was 
born  in  South  Carolina  in  1852,  and  married  De- 
cember 18,  1870.  He  was  born  in  Spartansburg 
District,  S.  C.,  June  '28,  1849,  and  was  the  tenth 
of  eleven  children  born  to  Morgan  and  Jane  (Dodd) 
Sexton,  natives  of  Virginia  and  South  Carolina, 
respectively.  The  former  died  in  South  Carolina 
in  1857,  at  the  age  of  fifty  years,  and  the  latter 
passed  from  life  in  Miller  County.  Ark.,  in  1870, 
at  the  age  of  fifty-nine  years.  The  father  moved 
from  his  native  State  to  South  Carolina  in  early 
life,  and  there  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits, 
which  he  continued  until  his  death.  He  and  wife 
were  both  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  South  (he  being  class-leader),  and  were 
very  strict  iu  church  duties.  Politically  he  was  a 
Democrat.  After  his  death  the  widow  remained  in 
South  Carolina  until  1SG9,  and  then  came  to  Miller 
County  (then  Lafayette),  and  here  made  her  home 
until  her  death.  Of  the  eleven  children  reared  by 
them,  only  two  are  now  living:  Barnett  T.  and 
Nancy.  The  latter  is  now  the  wife  of  C.  T.  Fields, 
a prominent  planter  of  this  county.  Of  ’those  de- 
ceased, three  died  during  the  war:  Cornelius,  had 
an  arm  shot  off  at  Old  Church,  Va. , and  died  from 
the  effects,  and  Chauncy  died  when  on  a furlough 
(the  latter  belonged  to  First  South  Carolina  Con- 
federate Infantry):  Mary  died  during  the  war  in  her 
sixteenth  year;  John  \\  . was  a farmer  and  died 
in  this  county  in  1881,  at  the  age  of  forty-live 
years;  Martha  was  the  wife  of  Alfred  Slay,  and 
passed  from  life  in  Miller  County;  Henry  T.  died 
in  South  Carolina  before  the  war,  at  the  age  of 
twenty-two  years;  Jennie  died  very  young;  Eliza- 
beth was  the  wife  of  Jesse  Cooper  and  died  in  Spar- 
tansburg  District,  S C.,  in  ISIS;  and ‘Stacey  died 
while  very  young.  Barnett  Sexton  spent  his  boy- 


hood and  youth  in  South  Carolina,  and  remained 
with  his  mother  until  her  death.  Iu  1870  he  com- 
menced to  farm  for  himself.  The  first  year  he 
tilled  the  soil  near  Bright  Star,  but  afterward 
bought  forty  acres  of  land,  and  homesteaded  1(>0, 
which  he  cultivated  with  good  success.  He  is  now’ 
the  owner  of.  and  controls  480  acres  of  good  land, 
with  125  acres  under  cultivation.  Since  1880  he 
has  operated  a steam  gin-mill,  and  he  is  conceded 
to  be  one  of  the  prosperous  and  enterprising  citi- 
zens of  the  county.  He  and  his  estimable  wife  are 
much  esteemed  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  South,  and  take  a deep  interest  in  religious 
matters.  He.  is  the  present  superintendent  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Sunday-school.  He  belongs 
to  the  Alliance,  and  in  politics  always  supports  the 
men  and  measures  of  the  Democratic  party. 

John  H.  Sheppard  was  born  in  Harris  County, 
Ga.,  on  July  215,  1834,  and  is  the  son  of  William 
and  Jane  (Oliver)  Sheppard,  both  of  whom  were 
natives  of  Georgia.  They  were  married  in  their 
native  State,  and  soon  after  the  birth  of  their  son, 
John  Id.,  they  moved  to  Barbour  County,  Ala.,  and 
there  made  their  home  until  their  death,  which  oc- 
curred in  1854  and  1868,  respectively,  the  father 
dying  at  the  age  of  sixty-live  years,  and  the  mother 
at  the  age  of  sixty  years.  She  was  a member  of 
the  Missionary  Baptist  Church.  The  father  was  a 
soldier  in  the  War  of  1812,  and  in  politics  was  a 
Whicr.  There  were  fourteen  children  born,  to  this 
marriage,  three  of  whom  are  still  living — the  sub- 
ject of  this  sketch  and  his  two  sisters.  John  H. 
Sheppard  spent  his  school  days  in  Barbour  County, 
Ala.,  remaining  at  home  until  his  father  s death, 
and  then  engaging  in  agricultural  pursuits  on  his 
own  responsibility,  in  which  he  has  ever  since  con- 
tinued. In  1861  he  joined  the  Fifth  North  Caro- 
lina Battalion,  afterward  transferred  to  the  Six- 
tieth Georgia  Confederate  Infantry,  in  which 
he  served  until  the  close  of  the  war  as  corporal, 
participating  in  many  battles,  the  most  important 
of  them  being  Bunker  Hill,  Gettysburg,  Darks- 
ville,  Rapidan  River,  the  A ilderness.  Hatches 
Run,  Mine  Run.  Petersburg  and  around  Rich- 
mond. He  was  with  the  army  at  the  surrender  at 
Appomattox.  At  the  battle  of  the  Wilderness  he 
received  a gunshot  through  the  left  thigh,  which 
disabled  him  for  duty:  at  Pittsburgh  he  was  knocked 
from  the  breastworks  by  the  bursting  of  a shell, 
and  at  Gettysburg  was  taken  prisoner,  but  escaped 
the  same  day.  After  the  war  he  returned  to 
Georgia  and  remained  there  until  18(57,  at  that 
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time  going  to  Barbour  County,  Ala. . where  he  made 
his  home  until  1870.  He  then  came  to  Arkansas 
and  located  on  his  present  farm,  which  comprises 
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315  acres  of  as  good  land  as  can  be  found  in  Mil- 
ler County,  with  100  acres  prepared  for  cultivation. 
He  was  a heavy  loser  by  the  late  war.  and  when  he 
came  to  Arkansas,  his  means  were  extremely  limited, 
but  by  his  industry  and  good  management  he  has 
accumulated  a tine  property,  and  as  the  result  of 
his  own  hard  labor,  has  one  of  the  best  improved 
farms  in  this  section.  He  was  united  in  matrimony 
on  January  8,  1801,  to  Miss  Louisiana  Phelps, 
daughter  of  William  and  Judy  Phelps,  and  their 
wedded  life  has  been  blessed  with  seven  children: 
John  H.  (a  farmer  of  this  county),  Thomas  F.  (a 
merchant  of  Atlanta,  Tex.),  Louvenia  (wife  of  A. 
B.  Ilempcrley,  a merchant  of  Collins  Bluff.  Ark.) 
and  Millie  T. , Elmira,  Josephine  and  William  H.. 
at  home.  Mrs.  Sheppard  was  born  in  Georgia  on 
March  3,  1837.  Her  husband  is  one  of  the  trus- 
tees of  the  Methodist  Episcojial  Church  building  at 
Bright  Star,  of  which  denomination  they  are  both 
members,  and  is  one  of  the  most  enterprising  citi- 
zens of  this  county,  at  all  times  supporting  the 
cause  of  education  and  religion,  as  well  as  all 
laudable  public  enterprises.  In  politics  be  is  a 
Democrat. 

Stephen.  Thomas  Slay.  Sulphur  Township  is 
indebted  to  Georgia  for  one  of  its  most  extensive 
planters,  Stephen  Slay,  who  was  born  in  De  Kalb 
County,  that  State,  on  December  19,  1342.  He  is 
the  fifth  of  nine  children,  six  of  whom  are  still 
living,  born  to  the  marriage  of  Noah  Slay  and 
wife,  nee  Nancy  Cruse,  both  of  whom  were  natives 
of  South  Carolina.  They  came  to  Arkansas  from 
Georgia,  in  1858,  and  chose  a home  in  Miller 
County,  where  they  resided  until  the  death  of  the 
father,  which  occurred  on  February  5,  1886.  in  his 
seventy-eighth  year,  while  in  Atlanta.  Tex.,  on  a 
visit.  His  widow  still  survives,  and  makes  her 
home  m this  county  with  her  children.  She  is  a 
member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  South, 
as  was  her  husband,  and  is  now  in  her  seventy- 
eighth  year.  The  father  was  a Democrat.  The 
school  days  of  our  subject  were  spent  in  his  native 
State,  fin  December  11).  1862.  at  the  age  of 
nineteen  years,  he  joined  the  Fifteenth  Arkansas 
Confederate  Infantry,  and  was  in  the  battles  of 
Fort  Henry  and  Fort  Donelson.  He  was  taken 
prisoner,  and  after  boing  retained  at  Camp  Butler. 
111. , for  seven  months  and  sixteen  days,  he  was 
returned  to  bis  command  at  Jackson.  Miss.  He 
was  again  taken  at  Port  Hudson,  but  was  paroled. 
Afterward  he  joined  the  Sixth  Louisiana  Cavalry 
(which  was  afterward  dismounted),  in  which  he 
served  until  the  close  of  the  war.  and  duri agnail 
his  term  of  service  was  not  wounded*  once.  After 
the  surrender  he  returned  home  and  commenced  to 


farm  for  himself,  and  since  then  has  met  with 
wonderful  success.  He  started  out  without  means, 
and  now  owns  1.050  acres  of  good  land,  720  of 
which  lie  in  one  tract,  240  in  another,  and  eighty 
acres  in  a tract  lying  near  Texarkana.  Two  liuu- 
dred  acres  or  more  are  under  cultivation,  and  yield 
excellent  returns  to  the  husbandman.  On  July  13. 
1865,  Mr.  Slay  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss 
Folly,  .daughter  of  Baldwin  Evers,  of  this  county. 
She  was  born  near  Vicksburg,  Miss.,  on  January  1, 
1847.  Early  in  life  she  united  with  the  Mission- 
ary Baptist  Church,  and  is  now  a much  esteemed 
member  of  that  body.  Mr.  Slay  affiliates  with  the 
Democratic  party  in  his  political  views,  and  socially 
is  a Royal  Arch  Mason.  He  is  one  of  the  enter- 
prising planters  of  this  county. 

John  J.  Towery,  a native  born  resident  of  Mil- 
ler County,  Ark.,  was  ushered  into  the  world  Sep- 
tember 8,  .1845.  His  father,  Isaac  Towery,  was 
born  in  Alabama,  in  1818,  and  when  a young  man 
learned  the  gun  and  blacksmith  trade,  subsequently 
coming  to  Arkansas  to  work  at  this  occupation.  He 
came  to  Miller  County  among  the  very  first  settlers, 
bis  capital  being  confined  to  bis  trade,  but  at  the 
time  of  his  death,  in  1850,  he  was  on  the  road  to 
fortune,  and  his  prospects  for  the  future  were  very 
bright.  Soon  after  his  arrival  here  he  was  united 
in  marriage  to  Miss  Jane  Johnson,  a native  of 
Tennessee,  born  about  1820,  who  had  come  to 
Miller  County  from  Middle  Tennessee,  with  her 
parents,  when  a girl,  and  their  union  was  blessed 
with  three  children,  the  subject  of  this  sketch  being 
the  oldest  and  the  only  one  now  living.  Mrs. 
Towery  was  a member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  South.  The  father  served  as  drum  major 
in  the  Mexican  War.  Soon  after  their  marriage 
they  moved  to  Bowie  County,  Tex.,  locating  near 
where  Buchanan  now  stands,  and  here  they  both 
received  their  final  summons,  she  in  1849.  and  he 
one,  year  later,  leaving  our  subject  wholly  orphaned 
at  the  age  of  five  years.  He  was  taken  by  bis 
uncle,  John  Ferguson,  the  administrator  of  his 
father’s  estate,  with  whom  he  lived  until  he  was 
twenty-one  years,  old.  his  school  days  beiog  spent 
in  this  county.  In  January,  1863,  he  joined  the 
Second  Arkansas  State  Troops,  afterward  known 
as  the  Second  Arkansas  Confederate  Cavalry,  in 
which  he  served  until  January,  1865,  when  he  was 
accidentally  wounded  near  Pine  Bluff.  Ark. , by  a 
gunshot  iu  the  right  thigh,  which  disabled  him  for 
further  duty.  During  the  time  of  his  service  he 
was  at  Poison  Springs.  Marks'  Mill,  Jenkins'  Ferry, 
aud  on  the  Missouri  raid.  At  Ironton.  Mo.,  he 
received  a Hosh  wound  by  the  bursting  of  a shell: 
he  was  taken  prisoner  at  Poison  Springs,  but  soon 
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escaped  and  returned  to  his  regiment.  His  guar- 
dian was  a heavy  loser  by  the  war,  and  the  close 
of  the  struggle  found  our  subject  - entirely  without 
means.  He  came  directly  to  his  home  in  Miller 
County,  and  soon  after  located  about  seven  miles 
south,  of  Texarkana,  where  by  his  industry  and 
good  business  management  and  ability,  he  has  met 
with  very  good  success.  He  owns  200  acres  of  as 
good  land  as  can  be  found  in  the  county,  and  twenty 
acres  of  land  inside  Texarkana  corporation,  be- 
sides some  other  valuable  city  property.  In  1873 
be  embarked  in  the  mercantile  business,  but  con- 
tinued in  it  only  two  years,  when  he  sold  out,  hav- 
ing come  to  the  conclusion  that  he  was  not  cut  out 
for  a merchant.  He  also  served  as  deputy  sheriff 
for  eight  years,  under  Jack  Roberts.  His  mar- 
riage to  Miss  Mary  E Oats,  was  consummated  in 
this  county,  on  September  lb,  1866.  She  was 
bom  October  5,  1 816.  Eight  children  have  been 
born  to  their  union,  all  of  whom  are  living,  either 
at  home  or  in  school,  and  whose  names  are:  John 

I. ,  Joseph  E.,  Benregard  H..  William  A..  Tabitha 

J. ,  James  E. , Charles  I.,  and  Hugh  B.  The  eldest 
son,  John  I , is  a very  promising  youth,  and  was 
recently  appointed  by  Congressman  McRae  to 
West  Point.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Towery  are  both  mem- 
bers of  the  Christian  Church,  in  which  body  they  are 
zealous  workers  and  highly  esteemed.  The  former 
is  a Mason,  and  in  politics  votes  the  Democratic 
ticket.  He  is  one  of  the  prominent  and  influential 
citizens  of  Miller  County,  and  takes  the  lead  in 
promoting  the  public  welfare. 

E.  A.  Warren,  editor  and  proprietor  of  the 
Daily  and  Weekly  Texarkana,  was  born  near  Holly 
Springs,  Miss.,  on  August  23.  1840.  and  in  1847 
his  father,  Hon.  E.  A.  Warren,  who  represented 
Arkansas  in  Congress  several  terms  before  the  war. 
moved  to  Camden,  Ark.,  where  the  subject  of  this 
sketch  was  principally  reared.  He  graduated  in 
law  at  Lebanon.  Teim.,  and  until  he  came  to  Tex- 
arkana. August, . 1884.  was  a successful  lawyer, 
never  really  being  a candidate  for  office,  though 
elected  mayor  of  Camden  and  Prescott,  respect- 
ively. He  fought  on  the  Confederate  side  dnrino- 
the  late  unpleasantness  and  served  through  the  en- 
tire war.  He  was  captured  at  Island  No.  10.  spent 
six  months  in  prison  at  Chicago,  after  which  he 
was  exchanged  and  served  regularly  in  the  cavalry 
until  the  close  of  the  war.  Since  1884  he  has  de- 
voted his  entire  time  to  journalism,  in  which  he 
has  attained  success  and  reputation.  He  has  been 
married  twice,  and  become  the  father  of  ten  chil- 
dren, seven  of  whom — live  sons  and  two  daughters— 
are  now  living.  Mr.  Warren  is  an  admirable  news- 
paper man,  and  his  progressive  ideas  are  reflected 


in  every  corner  of  his  paper  and  its  management. 
He  is  a vigorous  writer,  and  his  paper  is  Demo- 
cratic in  its  tendencies. 

Dr.  H.  R.  ’Webster,  physician  and  surgeon. 
Texarkana,  Ark.  It  is  the  prerogative  of  the  phy- 
sician to  relieve  or  alleviate  the  ailments  to  which 
suffering  humanity  is  prone,  and  as  such  he  de- 
serves the  most  grateful  consideration  of  all.  A 
prominent  physician  and  surgeon,  who  by  his  own 
great  ability  has  attained  distinction  in  his  profes- 
sion. is  Dr.  IT.  R.  Webster.  This  gentleman  was 
born  in  Indiana  in  1856,  and  his  parents,  Isaac 
and  Nancy  E.  (Nugent)  Webster,  were  natives 
also  of  that  State.  The  parents  are  now  living 
in  Kansas,  and  the  father  is  engaged  in  stock 
dealing.  Dr.  Webster  was  educated  in  his  native 
State,  and  at  an  early  age  began  the  study  of  medi- 
cine. graduating  at  the  St.  Louis  Medical  College 
in  1SSI.  He- then  came  direct  to  Texarkana,  Ark., 
where  he  has  since  been  in  practice.  Previous  to 
attending  the  St.  Louis  Medical  College  he  had 
studied  medicine  for  three  years  at  Flora,  111.  He 
is  a member  of  the  North  Texas  Medical  Society, 
is  examining  surgeon  for  pensions,  is  county  med- 
ical examiner  and  has  been  county  physician.  He 
is  local  medical  examiner  for  the  K.  of  H. , and  is 
one  of  the  best  known  physicians  in  the  city.  In  1883 
he  led  to  the  altar  Miss  Kittie  Harding,  by  whom 
lie  has  two  children,  one  living — W.  Haydon.  The 
Doctor  is  a member  of  the  lv.  of  P.  and  the  K.  of  H, 

Evans  L.  Whetstone,  a native  born  resident  of 
Miller  County,  was  born  on  the  south  side  of  Lynn's 
Ferry,  on  February  10.  1848,  being  a son  of  Evans 
L.  and  Frances  (Spigner)  Whetstone,  both  of 
whom  were  natives  of  Alabama.  Soon  after  their 
marriage,  which  took  place  in  their  native  State, 
they  moved  to  Bowie  County,  Tex.,  and  one  year 
later  to  what  is  now  Miller  County,  Ark.,  being 
among  the  very  first  to  settle  in  the  county  south 
of  Sulphur  River.  Here  he  cleared  up  a farm 
(now  owned  by  some  of  the  Terrys,  also  old  set- 
tlers), and  greatly  prospered,  at  the  time  of  his 
death  having  accumulated  a great  deal  of  property, 
both  real  estate  and  slaves.  He  died,  when  oili- 
subject  was  a child  of  about  three  years,  while  still 
in  the  prime  of  life.  He  belonged  to  the  Masonic 
fraternity,  was  a Whig,  and  served  in  the  Mexican 
"War.  After  his  death  his  widow  married  Simon 
L.  Hmo-s,  who  is  now  deceased.  She  died  in  this 
c-ounty.  at  her  home  fifteen  miles  south  of  Texar- 
kana. in  1881,  when  about  sixty  years  of  age.  and 
passed  away  in  full  belief  in  the  teachings  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  South,  with  which 
denomination  she  had  united  in  her  forty-rifth  year. 
By  her  first  marriage  she  was  the  mother  of  eight 
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children,  five  of  whom  still  survive:  Mary  (widow 
of  Evans  Larry,  and  a resident  of  this  county), 
Emma  (wife  of  W.  A.  Miller,  ex-district  clerk,  and 
now  an  attorney,  at  Decatur,  'Wise  County,  Tex.  ). 
Appalona  (relict  of  Joseph  T.  Armstrong,  de- 
ceased, also  a resident  of  this  county),  Evans  L. , 
Fannie  (wife  of  B.  AV.  Adams,  clerk  of  Miller 
County),  and  Jacob  A.,  Drueilla  and  Elizabeth 
(deceased).  Jacob  A.  died  on  the  retreat  from 
Corinth,  Miss. ; Drueilla  was  the  wife  of  F.  M. 
AValdrip,  ex-sheriff  of  Lafayette  County,  and 
died  in  her  fortieth  year:  Elizabeth  was  the  wife 
of  Rink  Armstrong,  and  died  in  Grayson  County, 
Tex.,  in  1SS8.  There  were  five  children  bom  to 
her  last  marriage,  but  only  two  of  these  survive. 
The  school  days  of  our  subject  were  spent  in 
Lewisville.  Lafayette  County,  Ark.  When  only 
fourteen  years  of  age,  in  the  latter  part  of  1862, 
he  joined  Col.  Crawford’s  regiment  of  Confed- 
erate Cavalry,  in  which  he  remained  until  the' close 
of  the  war,  during  which  time  he  participated  in 
the  battle  of  Pine  Bluff  and  others.  At  the  close 
of  the  war  his  means  consisted  of  60  cents  in 
small  change  and  a very  poor  pony,  for  which  he 
had  paid  8500  Confederate  money.  At  that  time  he 
went  to  Lewisville  and  engaged  in  the  livery  busi- 
ness with  Buzzard  & Roberts,  with  whom  he  re- 
mained until  1867,  and  then  made  a crop  in  Beech 
Township,  Miller  County,  after  which  he  started 
to  Texas,  but  on  his  way  stopped  and  rented 
Spring  Bank  Ferry,  and  operated  that  celebrated 
ferry  for  four  months,  and  then  commenced  to 
farm  on  old  Larrey  plantation,  and  the  following- 
year  located  where  he  now  lives.  After  having 
sold  a portion  of  his  farm,  he  still  owns  470  acres 
of  excellent  land,  with  about  150  under  cultivation, 
located  about  five  miles  north  of  Blight  Star,  and 
this  by  his  energy  and  industry  he  has  well  im- 
proved. He  devotes  considerable  attention  to 
stock-raising,  and  keeps  a number  of  cattle, 
horses  and  mules  on  hand.  In  1870  he  was  united 
in  marriage  with  Miss  Mary  Eliza  Larrey,  daugh- 
ter of  Evans  Larrey,  of  this  county.  She  was 
born  in  1850.  To  their  marriage  eight  children 
were  given,  and  all  of  them  are  still  living:  John 
A.,  Jacob  A.,  Evans  L.,  Jr..  Hattie,  Bennett. 
Henry,  Fulton  and  Pearle.  Air.  Whetstone  is  a 
stanch  Democrat,  politically,  and  has  served  in  a 
number  of  local  offices  of  trust,  among  them  being 
that  of  deputy  sheriff,  under  Sheriff  Hamilton. 
He  has  been  a resident  of  Sulphur  Township  for 
twenty-two  years,  and  during  this  time  he  has 
proved  himself  to  lie  a very  desirable  citizeq.,  as 
well  as  a strictly  honorable  man. 

Rev.  John  Winham,  a prominent  citizen  and 


minister  of  tire  gospel,  of  the  Alissionary  Baptist 
persuasion,  of  Miller  County,  was  born  in  Houston 
County,  Ga.,  on  December  1.  1831,  being  the  son 
of  Allen  and  Parthenia  (Bush)  AA'inham,  natives 
of  South  Carolina  and  Georgia,  respectively,  and  > 
the  former  of  English  descent.  The  paternal  grand- 
parents moved  from  South  Carolina  when  their 
son,  our  subject’s  father,  was  a boy.  and  settled  in 
Georgia,  where  he  grew  to. manhood  and  married. 

In  1844  lie  moved  to  Bossier  Parish,  La.,  then  settled 
on  a farm,  and  there  tilled  the  soil  with  marked 
success,  He  was  considered  a very  thrifty  farmer, 
and  was  quite  well-to-do  before  the  war,  but  like 
most  Southern  people  was  a heavy  loser  in  that 
st nio'O'le,  which  left  him  crippled  financially.  H.e 
and  wife  were  both  members  of  the  Alissionary 
Baptist  Church,  he  having  united  with  that  de- 
nomination in  his  twenty-seventh  year.  In  1845  he 
was  ordained  a minister  in  that  denomination,  and 
from  that  time  until  his  death  continued  to  preach 
the  gospel.  Although  he  never  attained  greatness 
as  a minister,  he  was  known  far  and  wide  for  his 
charitable  deeds  and  kindness,  and  his  death  was 
mourned  by  the  entire  parish  in  which  he  lived, 
which,  to  show  the  honor  and  esteem  in  which  he 
was  held,  erected  a magnificent  monument  to  his 
memory.  He  passed  away  in  August,  18S4,  after 
a long  and  useful  life  of  eighty-four  years.  His 
wife’s  death  occurred  one  year  previous,  she  being 
also  in  her  eighty -fourth  year  at  the  time  she  was 
called  away.  The  father  was  a AY  big,  politically, 
and  did  much  toward  building  up  the  churches,  so- 
ciety, etc.,  in  his  community.  Of  the  ten  children 
born  to  them,  seven  were  reared  to  maturity,  and 
five  are  still  living, viz. : Sarah  (wife  of  AA  illiam  AA  ail- 
ings,  a farmer  of  Bossier  Parish,  La.),  John  (the 
subject  of  this  sketch),  Parthenia  (widow  of  Ed 
Gardner, of  La  Fourche  Parish).  George  (resides  on 
the  old  homestead  in  Louisiana).  Frances  (wife  of 
Carter  Norman,  a farmer  of  Bossier  Parish,  La.). 
Alartha  (was  the  wife  of  John  Coats, but  is  now  de- 
ceased), Moses  E.  (was  in  a regiment  of  Texas  cav- 
alry and  was  killed  in  a skirmish  in  A Vest  Tennessee 
in  1862).  Benjamin  and  one  unnamed  (died  in  infan- 
cy), and  Alary  J.  (died  in  her  ninth  year).  John  AA  in- 
ham spent  his  school  days  in  Bossier  Parish, La. .and 
was  reared  to  farm  labor.  AA  hen  he  was  eighteen 
years  of  age  he  commenced  life  on  his  own  respon- 
sibility.by  engaging  in  agricultural  pursuits, which 
he  continued  in  Bossier  Parish  until  the  latter  part  of 
1859, when  he  moved  to  Arkansas,  locating  in  Alil- 
ler  County  (then  Lafayette),  settling  on  a farm  on 
the  Red  River.  In  1862  he  purchased  the  farm  on 
which  he  now  lives,  four  miles  southeast  of  town, 
comprising  150  acres  of  good  tillable  land,  a good 
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portion  of  which  is  under  cultivation.  In  1863  he 
was  detailed  to  serve  in  the  quartermaster's  de- 
partment, with  headquarters  at  Washington,  Hemp- 
stead County,  and  tilled  various  positions — as  wag- 
on master,  supply  agent,  yard  master,  etc.  He 
united  with  the  Missionary  Baptist  Church  in  1870, 
and  at  once  commenced  to  take  an  active  part  in 
church  work  as  deacon,  was  soon  licensed  and  then 
ordained  to  preach,  and  has  had  charge  of  a church 
ever  since.  He  was  united  in  matrimonial  bonds 
in  March,  1859,  to  Miss  Elizabeth  J.  Larkin, 
daughter  of  Michael  and  Sarah  J.  Larkin,  born 
in  Bossier  Parish,  La.,  in  1839,  and  eleven  chil- 
dren have  been  given  them,  all  still  living, namely: 
Lucullus  (a  farmer,  and  the  present  assessor  of 
this  county),  Milton  (a  book-keeper  for  Frost  A Fer- 
guson, of  Genoa,  this  county),  Mary  J.  (wife  of 
James  R.  Allen,  an  agriculturist  of  this  county), 
Allen  (recently  of  Bowie  County,  Tex.,  but  now  a 
successful  teacher  of  this  county),  William,  John, 
Susan  Leonora,  Ruth,  George  P. , Sophronia  and 
Moses,  at  home.  Mrs.  AY  in  ham  and  two  sons  are 
members  of  the  Missionary  Baptist  Church.  In 
politics  Mr.  AA’inham  is  Democratically  inclined. 

F.  G.  (Pete)  AVoottpn,  the  subject  of  this 
sketch,  is  one  of  the  best  known  characters  in  the 
city.  Probably  no  man  can  boast  of  having 
started  so  many  enterprises  as  has  he  in  his  news- 
paper work.  He  has  owned  an  interest  in  the 
Texarkana  Democrat,  AVeekly  Visitor.  Sunday 
Item,  and  is  now  full  owner  of  the  Evening  Call, 
a journal  that  is  read  by  every  one  and  sought  af- 
ter by  the  entire  population.  He  has  been  em- 
ployed as  local  editor  on  several  papers.  His 
style  is  catchy,  and  his  friends  in  the  city  are 
many.  He  is  not  a bloated  bond  holder,  neither  is 
he  a pauper,  but  one  of  those  happy-go-easy  sort 
of  fellows  whom  it  does  one  good  to  sometimes 
meet. 

Judge  James  AAT.  Yates.  It  is  now  thirty-one 
years  since  Mr.  Yates  first  came  to  Miller  County, 
Ark.,  and  took  up  his  residence,  and  during  this 
time  he  has  proven  a most  desirable  citizen,  as 
wrell  as  an  upright  and  conscientious  gentleman. 
He  was  born  in  Spartanburg  District,  S.  C.,  on 
March  27,  1839,  and  is  the  son  of  AVilliam  H.  and 
Sarah  (Cooper)  A’ates,  natives  also  of  Spartanburg 
District;  he  was  born  on  January  6,  1811,  and  she 
on  July  6,  1814.  Their  marriage  was  consum- 
mated in  their  native  State  on  November  26,  1835, 
and  in  IS 40  they  moved  to  Campbell  County, 
Ga.,  where,  on  the  7th  of  the  following  October, 
the  mother  passed  from  life,  after  bearing  four  chiU 
dren,  two  of  whom  only  grew  to  maturity  and  are 
now  living:  James  AAr.  (our  subject)  and  Tabitha  E. 


(unmarried,  and  living  with  her  brother,  James 
AY.).  After  her  death  the  father  married  Aliss 
Eleanor  D.  Smith,  of  Campbell  County,  Ga., 
whose  birth  occurred  in  Spartanburg,  S.  C. , on 
June  27,  1814.  Together  they  came  to  Arkansas 
in  1859,  and  located  near  where  our  subject  now 
lives,  and  here  the  father  resumed  his  former  oc- 
cupation (farming),  in  connection  with  tanning. 
He  was  a stanch  Democrat,  politically,  and  before 
the  organization  of  Miller,  served  as  justice  of 
the  peace  of  Lafayette  County.  AAhile  in  Geor- 
gia he  was  very  successful  as  a farmer,  and  was  con- 
sidered one  of  the  leading  agriculturists  in  his 
count}',  and  his  good  fortune  followed  him  to 
Arkansas,  where  he  was  highly  esteemed  as  a 
prominent  and  enterprising  citizen,  as  well  as  an 
upright  and  honorable  man.  His  death  occurred 
in  Miller  County,  Ark.,  on  January  8,  1880,  and 
was  followed  six  years  later  by  that  of  his  wife, 
who  passed  away  on  August  19,  1886.  For  many 
years  he  was  a deacon  in  the  Missionary  Baptist 
Church,  to  which  denomination  he  and  both 
his  tirst  and  second  wife  belonged,  and  he  always 
took  great  interest  in  church  matters,  attending  as 
delegate  all  associations.  He  never  talked  much, 
but  acted,  and  had  but  few  enemies.  He  was  a 
Royal  Arch  Mason,  and  was  buried  with  all  the 
honor  and  ceremony  of  that  order.  The  fruits 
of  his  last  marriage  were  eight  children,  of  whom 
four  are  still  living.  James  AY.  Y'ates’  school 
days  were  spent  in  Campbell,  Carroll  and  Polk 
Counties,  Ga.  At  the  age  of  nineteen  years  he 
left  school,  and  turned  his  attention  to  farming. 
In  1858  he  came  to  what  is  now  Miller  County, 
and  located  on  a farm  now  owned  by  Allen  & 
Smith,  and  has  resided  in  this  neighborhood  ever 
since,  with  the  exception  of  his  term  of  service  in 
the  late  war.  He  is  the  owner  of  a well  improved 
farm,  two  miles  south  of  Bright  Star,  a good  por- 
tion of  which  is  under  cultivation.  In  IS60  he 
went  to  Mississippi,  and  in  April,  1862.  enlisted 
from  that  State  in  the  Thirty-fifth  Mississippi  Con- 
federate Infantry,  in  which  he  served  until  the 
close  of  the  war.  His  command  was  at  the  siege 
of  Adcksburg,  and  he  was  once  captured  and  paroled 
at  Yazoo  City,  and  in  1866  returned  to  Hi s home 
in  Arkansas.  AYhile  in  Mississippi,  in  1860.  he 
met  Aliss  Mary  F.  E.  Richardson,  daughter  of 
Hon.  AY.  R.  Richardson,  of  AYinston  County,  Aliss. 
and  on  December  13,  of  the  same  year,  their 
marriage  was  consummated.  Their  married  life 
has  been  blessed  with  thirteen  children,  ten  of 
whom  are  still  living:  James  T.  (a  farmer  of  this 
township);  Sarah  E.  (wife  of  Joseph  A.  Stanley, 
a farmer  also  of  this  township),  Alattie  J.,  Alary 
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E.,  Robbins  P..  Landrnn  C.,  Henry  Erwin,  Vir- 
gil F.,  Nicholas  P.,  and  Jasper  F.,  at  home,  and 
'William  H. , John  C.  and  Frances  E.,  deceased. 
The  two  former  died  in  their  sixth  and  seventh 
years,  and  the  latter  in  infancy.  Mr.  Yates  has 
been  a deacon  and  secretary  in  the  Missionary 
Baptist  Church  for  eighteen  years,  and  both  he 
and  his  wife  are  worthy  members  of  that  body. 
He  has  been  honored  by  his  constituents  with  sev- 
eral  offices  of  responsibility.  In  18S9  he  served 
as  president  of  the  County  Alliance.  From  1874 
to  1870  he  served  as  justice  of  the  peace,  of  Sul- 


phur  Township,  and  in  the  spring  of  1888  was 
elected  county  and  probate  judge  of  Miller  Coun- 
ty. the  duties  of  which  office  he  is  now  discharg- 
ing to  the  satisfaction  of  all.  He  has  also  served 
as  treasurer  and  moderator  of  the  Zion  Mission- 
ary Baptist  Association.  He  is  a Council  Mason, 
and  in  politics,  a stanch  Democrat.  When  a 
young  man  he  learned  the  shoemaking  trade,  at 
which,  in  connection  with  saddlery,  he  worked  in 
Bright  Star  for  some  time;  but  he  now  devotes  his 
attention  exclusively  to  cultivating  his  valuable 
farm. 
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Straight  mine  eyes  hath  caught  new  pleasures, 
Whilst  the  landscape  round  it  measures; 

Russet  lawns  and  fallows  gray, 

Where  the  nibbling  flocks  do  stray. — Milton. 
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southwestern  counties  of  Ar- 
kansas. and  is  bounded  on  the 
north  by  Polk  and  Howard,  on 
the  east  by  Howard,  and  on 
the  south  by  Little  River 
Counties,  while  on  the  west 
its  boundary  is  defined  by  the 
c,»:w  Indian  Territory.  The  thirty- 

fourth  parallel  of  north  latitude 
passes  nearly  through  its  center, 
while  the  seventeenth  meridian  of 
longitude  west  from  Washington 
passes  along  its  eastern  border. 

The  general  trend  of  the  ridges 
or  hills  of  the  county  is  north  and 
south,  rising  from  the  lowlands  of 
the  Little  River  bottoms,  gradually 
increasing  in  elevation  as  they  near 
the  northern  line  of  the  county, 
where  they  become  quite  a formida- 
Of  the  streams.  Little  River,  which 
forms  the  southern  boundary  line,  is  the  most  im- 
portant, and  is  navigable  for  some  sixty  miles 
above  its  mouth. 

This  stream  flows  toward  the  southeast,  and  re- 
ceives as  tributaries  all  the  other  streams  of  the 


ble  elevation. 


county.  The  Saline  rises  in  the  northern  part  of 
Howard  County,  flows  south,  forming  the  line  be- 
tween Howard  and  Sevier  Counties  for  nearly 
their  whole  extent,  and  empties  into  Little  River. 
The  Cossatot  River  rises  in  Polk  County  and  flows 
almost  exactly  south  nearly  through  the  center  of 
Sevier  County,  and  empties  into  Little  River. 
Rolling  Fork  rises  in  Polk  County,  flows  south 
through  the  western  pait  of  the  county,  and  also 
empties  into  Little  River.  The  passage  of  these 
beautiful  streams  through  Sevier  forms  three 
valley  depressions,  north  and  south.  These  val- 
leys have  long  been  noted  for  their  fertility,  and 
along  them  are  found  to-day  some  of  the  most  pro- 
ductive plantations  in  the  State. 

From  the  report  of  W.  T.  Poole,  county  exam- 
iner, the  following  copy  is  made  in  reference  to 
schools  in  the  county:  Enumeration,  white,  3,072; 
colored,  535;  total  3,607;  number  of  school  dis- 
tricts, 30;  number  of  teachers  employed,  37;  num- 
ber of  school -houses,  20;  value  of  school  houses, 
33,015.  From  the  report  of  I.  W.  Pettus,  county 
treasurer  of  1888,  it  is  found  that  during  that  year 
there  was  paid  for  teachers"  salaries.  36,098.20.  and 
also  during  that  year  there  was  an  income  of 
§11.381.66  from  all  sources;  at  the  close  an 
unexpended  balance  for  school  purposes  to  the 
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amount  of  $4,255.73  was  in  the  hands  of  the 
treasurer. 

There  were  no  - resident  attorneys  in  Sevier 
County  for  several  years  after  the  county  organiza- 
tion, but  on  the  records  of  one  of  the  early  county 
books  are  found  the  names  of  the  following  attor- 
neys who  were  practicing  in  the  courts  of  this 
county  at  a term  of  circuit  court  in  1835  (but 
who  mostly  resided  in  other  counties):  A.  G. 
Stephenson,  Samuel  Moore.  William  Davis,  George 
Conway,  Thomas  Hubbard,  John  AY.  Locke  and 
Grandison  D.  Royston. 

The  judges  who  presided  over  the  courts  of  this 
time  w’ere,  in  the  main,  men  of  ability,  and  whose 
names  are  closely  indentitied  with  the  early  history 
of  Arkansas,  such  as  AYilliam  Trimble,  who  was 
the  first  judge  of  this  circuit:  Thomas  P.  Eskridge, 

I Edward  Cross.  L.  I.  Handy  and  others.  Of  the 
early  resident  lawyers  here,  Judge  T.  G.  T.  Steel 
came  to  this  county  at  an  early  day,  and  was  ad- 
mitted to  the  bar  at  Paraclifta,  and  rose  in  legal 
{ reputation  till  he  became  circuit  judge. 

Thomas  Williams  was  an  old  pioneer,  and  was 

admitted  to  the  bar  in  this  countv. 

* 

The  names  of  the  present  members  of  the 
legal  bar  of  the  county  are  W.  T.  Campbell,  A. 
C.  Steel,  James  L.  Steel,  AY.  H.  Collins  and  J.  S. 
Lake. 

Sevier  County  has  been  absolutely  free  from 
all  crimes  of  a particularly  atrocious  character. 
There  has  never  been  a legal  execution  and  but 
one  lynching,  and  that  for  a crime  which  seemed 
to  justify  such  a summary  proceeding  by  the  out- 
raged citizens. 

A man  by  the  name  of  Boon  killed  a negro 
down  on  Little  River  in  1873.  Boon  was  endeavor- 
ing to  escape  from  apprehension  of  some  crime, 
and  the  negro  killed  was  one  of  a party  on  his 
trail.  As  they  came  up  to  him  he  opened  tire  on 
the  posse,  and  after  having  killed  the  negro,  made 
his  escape  and  left  the  country. 

A negro  by  the  name  of  Smith  was  killed  on 
the  Rolling  Fork,  about  1874,  by  three  men,  who 
had  recently  taken  up  their  residence  in  that  lo- 
cality; they  were  arrested  and  placed  in  jail,  from 
which  they  escaped,  and  were  never  after  appre- 
hended. 

About  1870  two  strangers  were  found  mur- 
dered in  the  northwestern  part  of  the  county. 
Suspicion  pointed  to  Abner  Cleaver  as  the  per- 
petrator of  this  deed,  and  he  was  soon  arrested 
and  indicted.  He  took  a change  of  venue  to  Pike 
County,  where  after  several  years,  the  case  was 
nolle  prossed.  Several  years  afterward  two  Indians 
who  were  about  to  be  executed  in  the  Indian 


nation  confessed  that  they  were  guilty  of  the 
murder,  and  gave  as  a motive  for  the  deed,  that 
they  had  just  killed  a hog,  and  fearing  that  they 
had  been  seen  by  these  men,  they  murdered  them 
to  escape  conviction  of  the  lesser  crime. 

A man  was  drowned  in  the  Rolling  Fork  in 
1881,  and  it  soon  being  discovered  that  it  was  a 
murder  in  which  several  negroes  were  concerned, 
three  of  those  suspected  were  at  once  arrested, 
and  while  under  guard  were  taken  from  the  officers 
and  hanged. 

Thomas  Hicks  wras  killed  at  Norwoodsville, 
February  2,  1880,  in  a drunken  quarrel.  George 
Jackson  was  arrested  and  indicted,  but  at  his  sub- 
sequent trial  he  was  acquitted. 

T.  H.  AV  right  was  shot  and  killed  by  R.  T. 
Shull,  December  14,  1SS5.  This  was  the  result 
of  a drunken  quarrel  also,  and  at  his  subsequent 
trial  Shull  was  acquitted  on  the  plea  of  self  de- 
fense. 

In  1S80  J.  L.  AYadley,  present  editor  of  the 
Hot  Springs  News,  brought  to  Lockesburg  from 
Mineral  Springs,  Howard  County,  an  equipment 
to  publish  a newspaper,  and  started  the  first  news-, 
paper  here,  to  which  he  gave  the  name  of  Alliance. 
Richard  Lee  was  editor  and  AAA  D.  Lee,  assistant 
editor.  This  paper  was  run  by  AYadley  about  one 
year,  and  then  sold  by  AAA  J.  Scott.  Scott  changed 
its  name  to  the  Chronicle,  and  conducted  it 
some  two  years.  It  then  passed  through  the  hands 
of  different  individuals,  till  February,  1887,  when 
it  was  purchased  by  AAA  S.  Grant,  who  had  for 
some  time  prior  been  publishing  the  Tocsin  at 
Centre  Point.  Mr.  Grant  removed  the  Tocsin 
to  this  place,  and  absorbed  the  Chronicle  and 
its  equipment  in  the  Lockesburg  Tocsin.  Since 
that  time  he  has  continued  the  Tocsin  in  the  best 
interests  of  Sevier  County’s  development.  The 
circulation  is  creditably  increasing.  The  paper 
and  its  editor  are  conscientiously  Democratic,  but 
at  the  present  time  it  is  the  State  organ  of  the 
Farmers’  Alliance. 

In  September,  1888,  the  Democrat  was  started 
by  Lake  & Selvidge.  After  a few  months  Air. 
Lake  retired,  and  Air.  Selvidge  continued  its  pub- 
lication alone  until  the  fall  of  1889,  when  he  was 
joined  by  G.  AY.  Austin.  They  now  faithfully 
conduct  it  as  a straight-out  Democratic  journal. 

It  is  believed  that  the  early  settlement  of  Sevier 
County  dates  back  to  1810.  but  by  whom  or  iu 
what  exact  locality  is  not  now  definitely  known. 
The  fertility  of  the  Cossatot,  and  Rolling  Fork 
A alleys  early  attracted  the  attention  of  a rather 
better  class  of  immigration  than  the  backwoods 
pioneers  sometimes  prove  to  be.  To  these  beautiful 
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valleys  came  many  men  of  rare  intellect,  thorough 
education  and  considerable  wealth.  Here  they 
laid  the  foundation  of  extensive  fortunes,  and  their 
prosperity  and  advancement  were  only  checked  by 
the  Civil  War.  A list  of  the  early  arrivals,  as  ac- 
curately as  it  could  be  secured,  is  here  appended: 
Col.  Joe  McKean,  George  Boren,  the  Halbrooks, 
the  Kings,  James  M.  Coulter,  S.  Dollarkide,  the 
Morrises,  Slones  and  Ladds,  the  Wrights  (who  set- 
tled near  Brownstown  about  1830),  Amos  Walker 
(a  man  of  education  and  wealth).  Charles  and  John 
Pettigrew,  William  Lee,  IV.  A.  Sharp,  John  War- 
ren, Parker  Brooks,  Alexander  McClung,  John 
Slaven,  Jesse  Brown,  Green  L.  Cox,  Blank- 

enship. John  Stallcup,  Gideon  James,  Isaac  N. 

Jackson,  Hardy,  Nicholas  and  Ed  Hunter, 

Maxwell,  James  Wakely.  Mrs.  Lynch,  Henry  Iv. 
and  William  Brown,  James  Higgins,  James  Taaft, 
Ben  Hartfield  (first  county  clerk),  David  Foren, 
William  White,  Temple  and  Hopson  Gentry,  Ben 

Stark, McCown,  James  Penny. 

These  were  all  here  prior  to  1840.  The  names 
of  a few  who  came  between  1 840  and  1800  are  the 
Lockes,  Frederick  Luther,  T.  G.  T.  Steel,  the 
McKellers,  James  Park,  Nathan  Cannon,  the 
Wimms,  the  Simmons.  Benjamin  Norwood,  Buck- 
ner Abernathy,  Fred  Reedy. 

The  following  comprise  Sevier  County’s  roll  of 
officials: 

County  Judges— -John  Clark,  1S28-30;  David 
• Foran,  1830-33;  J.  F.  Little,  1833-35;  Henry 
Brown,  1835-36;  R.  H.  Scott.  1836-40;  B.  H.  G. 
Hartfield  1840-42;  William  Wright,  1842-44:  J. 

R.  McCown,  1844-48:  David  Foran.  1S4S-5S;  J. 

S.  Dollarhide,  1858-60:  A.  B.  Clements.  1860-62; 
J.  S.  Dollarhide,  1862-65;  J.  M.  Coulter.  1865- 
66:  L.  W.  Davis,  1866-67:  J.  Corbell,  1867-68; 
J.  H.  Wilson.  1868-72;  A.  Collins,  1874-76;  IV. 

T.  Cambell,  1876-78;  J.  Holman,  1878-86;  T. 
J.  King,  1886-90. 

County  Clerks — H.  Hartfield.  1828-30;  P. 
Little,  1830-33;  David  Foran,  1833-40:  James 
Penny,  1840—14;  M.  M.  Foran,  1844-46;  L.  N. 
Holman,  1846-50;  B.  H.  Kinsworthy,  1850-52; 
II.  G.  Rind,  1852—58;  R.  IV.  Barefoot.  1858—60; 
W.  J.  Denson.  1 860-68:  H.  H.  Clay,  1868—72;  J. 
H.  Denson,  1S72-84;  Alex  Luther,  1884-90. 

Sheriffs — G.  Clark,  1828-30;  William  White, 
3 830 — 10 ; J.  N.  Jackson,  1840-50;  J.  S.  Dollar- 
hide,  1850-54;  A.  W.  Cole,  1854-58;  H.  C.  Bride, 
; 1858-65;  John  Gillcoat,  1865-66;  James  Hopson, 

1866-68;  J.  R.  Smith,  1868-72;  R.  D.  Murphv, 
1872-80;  J.  S.  Hankins,  1880-82:  W.  H.  McDon- 
ald, 1882-83;  J.  Welter,  1883-86;  W.  K.  DollaF 
hide,  1886-90. 


County  Treasurers — R.  H.  Scott.,  1S36-3S; 
William  Wright.  1838-42;  James  Wright,  1842- 
50;  E.  McIntosh,  1850—52;  J.  A.  Williams, 
1852-54;  J.  E.  Locke,  1854-56;  James  Canghran, 
1858-62;  Robert  Grady,  1862-68;  L.  Hamilton. 
1868—72 ; F.  Luther,  1872—74;  John  Stallcup, 
1874-76;  G.  H.  Wall,  1876-78;  G.  A.  Bell.  1878- 
82;  F.  C.  Floyd,  1882-86;  R.  A.  Pettis,  1886-88; 
J.  R.  Hutcheson,  18S8-90. 

Coroners — J.  T.  Little,  1S2S-30;  Charles 
Moore,  1830-32;  David  Foran,  1832-33;  Henry 
Morris.  1833-35:  George  Halljrook,  1835—38;  J. 
Howdershetl.  1 838-40 ; J.  R.  Deeper,  1840-42:  J. 
R.  Mill  wee,  1840-42;  C.  B.  Tollett,  .1S42-44 : J. 
W.  Robinson.  1344-46;  Samuel  Morris,  1846 — IS: 
J.  P.  Stroud,  1848-50;  J.  P.  Huggins,  1850-52; 
II.  C.  Pride,  1852-54;  J.  P.  Stroud,  1854-56; 
William  Stephens,  1856-60;  J.  W.  Russev,  1860- 
62;  L.  C.  Props,  1862-64;  J.  M.  Russey.  1864- 
66;  L.  A.  Norwood,  1866—68;  J.  Holliman.  1S6S- 
72:  W.  Wallace,  1872-74:  R.  E.  B.  Wallace. 
1S74-7S;  R.  M.  Grady,  IS <8-80;  G.  W.  Doggett. 
1880-82;  H.  L.  McWhorter,  1882-86  ;D.  C.  White. 
1886-90. 

Surveyors  — A.  Hartfield,  1830—33;  S.  S. 
Smith.  1836-38:  P.  Coulter,  1838,-40;  F.  B.  Gill- 
iam, 1840-42 ; C.  P.  Williams,  1842-46;  Leroy 
May.  1846-50:  J.  Wright,  1850-52;  Ira  Smoot. 
1852-56;  J.  Peyms,  1856-58;  Jesse  Falls,  1858- 
60;  G.  A.  Vaughan,  1860-62;  A.  J.  Marsh,  1862- 
68  and  1872-30;  J.  B.  Wilson,  1868-72;  G.  W. 
Johnson,  1880-84;  George  A.  Vaughan.  18S4-86: 

G.  W.  Johnson.  1886-88;  G.  W.  Powell,  1888-90. 
Assessors — M.  W.  Locke.  1864-65:  C.  A. 

Strong,  1865-6S;  M.  D.  Miller,  1S6S-72;  J.  S. 
Steel.  1872-74;  N.  B.  Floyd,  1874-76;  J.  M. 
Hubbard,  18(6-78;  W.  B.  Millwee.  18/8-80:  IV. 

H.  McDonald,  1880-82:  IV.  IV.  Millwee.  1882-84; 
IV.  H.  Collins,  1884-86;  B.  J.  Stuart,  1SS6-SS; 
N.  B.  Floyd,  1SSS-90. 

Sevier  County  was  represented  in  the  Council 
of  the  Sixth,  Seventh  and  Eighth  Territorial  Legis- 
i latures  by  Benjamin  Patton.  B.  G.  H.  Hartfield 
and  J.  W.  M.  Hare,  respectively,  and  in  the  Lower 
House  by  John  Clark. 

State  Senators  from  this  county  or  from  the 
district  to  which  it  has  been  at  various  times  at- 
tached have  been  J.  IV.  McKeen,  in  1S3S:  T.  IV. 
Scott,  in  1S40-43;  J.  IV.  McKeen,  in  1 84  4 — 46 ; A. 
J.  Armstrong,  in  1848-49;  S.  McKneely,  in  1850— 
51;  B.  F.  Hawkins,  in  1852-55;  A.  II.  Garrigan, 
in  1858-60;  B.  Williams,  in  1862;  F.  W.  Gilpin, 
in  1865;  A.  B.  Williams,  in  1866-67;  J.  C.  Ray. 
1868-69;  J.  Howard,  in  1M71-72;  J.  D.  McCabe, 
j in  lS73-”74;  B.  F.  Forney,  in  1875;  M.  J.  Mulkey. 
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in  1877-79;  Pole  McPhitridge,  in  1881-83;  J.  H. 
AYilliams,  in  1885. 

Members  to  the  Lower  House  of  the  General 
Assembly  have  been  George  Taaffe,  in  1838;  H. 

F.  Hawkins  and  \V.  Scott,  in  1S40;  \\  . Scott  and 
A.  J.  Armstrong,  in  1842 — 18;  P.  R.  Booker  and 
H.  K.  Brown,  in  1844-45;  0.  Pettigrew  and  C. 
P.  Williams,  in  1840;  A.  T.  Pettus,  in  1848-49; 
R.  Y.  R.  Green.  1850-51;  A.  T.  Pettus.  1852-53; 
Charles  Pettigrew,  in  1854-57;  William  K.  Mc- 
Kean, in  1858-59;  A.  T.  Pettus  and  IV.  D.  S. 
Cook,  in  1800-06;  A . T.  Pettus  and  C.  Pettigrew, 
in  1802;  J.  Gillcoat  and  A.  Musgrove,  in  1864- 
65;  A.  D.  Hawkins  and  II.  K.  Brown,  in  1865;  A. 
D.  Hawkins  and  YV.  T.  Holman,  in  1866-67;  T. 

G.  T.  Steel,  1871;  L.  H.  Norwood,  in  18<4-75: 
N.  P.  Floyd,  in  1S77;  Cyrus  H.  Holman,  in  1879; 
R.  D.  Murphy,  in  1881;  William  T.  Cambell, 
in  1883;  A.  C.  Wheeler,  in  1885;  E.  V.  Maxcv, 
1 889. 

Joseph  McKean  was  a member  of  the  Consti- 
tutional Convention  in  January,  1836,  and  B.  F. 
Hawkins  and  J.  S.  Dollarhide,  members  of  the 
Constitutional  Convention  of  1861.  In  the  con- 
vention of  1864  was  Samuel  Helms;  in  1S68, 
Joseph  H.  Corbell;  in  1874,  B.  Id.  Kiugsworthy. 

Sevier  County  was  organized  by  an  act.  of  the 
Arkansas  Territorial  Legislature,  October  17. 
1828.  At  that  time  it  embraced  a large  area,  in- 
cluding all  of  the  present  territory  of  Little  River, 
and  a large  portion  of  Howard  Counties.  Its  pres- 
ent limits  are  reduced  to  550  square  miles. 

The  lirst  minutes  of  court  proceedings  are 
found  on  the  records  of  the  circuit  court  book,  and 
are  as  follows; 

January  term,  1829. 

“Monday,  January  5th,  1829.  * * * the 

judge  not  appearing  court  stood  adjourned  till  to- 
morrow' at  10  o'clock. 

“Tuesday,  January  6tli,  the  court  not  appear- 
ing, it  was  adjourned  till  court  in  course.” 
Signed,  R.  H.  G.  Hart  Held,  clerk. 

The  next  minute  is  “ May  term.  1,829.”  At 
this  time  no  judge  was  at  hand  and  court  was  ad- 
journed Ivy  Clerk  HartHeld  as  before.  The  next  is; 

“Tuesday,  September  1st.  A.  D.  1829.  The 
Honorable  William  Trimble,  one  of  the  judges  of 
the  superior  court  of  the  territory  aforesaid,  as- 
signed by  law  to  hold  the  circuit  court  in  and  for 
the  said  counties,  comprising  the  First  Judicial  Cir- 
cuit, in  said  territory,  of  which  the  county  of 
Sevier  is  one,  this  day  appeared  and  took  his  seat.” 

This  court  was  held  at  the  residence  of  Joseph 
English,  and  the  minutes  revealed  little  but  the 
presented  commissions  of  the  county  ollicials. 


The  first  grand  jury  was  returned  by  Sheriff 
John  Clark  at  this  term,  as  follows:  Thomas  French. 

I James  Anderson,  John  Lackey,  Sherard  Bradshaw, 
William  Shannon,  James  Wright,  David  Garti- 
man.  Joseph  English,  Joshua  Anderson.  Roger 
McCown,  Asa  Blankenship.  Henry  Morris,  Bird 
Kieth,  Thomas  Kent  and  Joseph  Wyatt. 

When  the  Territorial  Legislature  created  the 
county  of  Sevier,  they  appointed  commissioners 
to  locate  the  seat  of  justice,  and  in  the  minutes  of 
this  term  of  court  is  contained  the  following  report : 

“To  the  Honorable,  the  Circuit  Court  for  the 
county  of  Sevier  now  in  session.  The  undersigned, 
a majority  of  the  commissioners  appointed  by  an 
act  of  the  Legislature,  approved  October  22,  1828. 
entitled  ‘An  Act  to  locate  the  seat  of  Justice  for  the 
county  of  Sevier,'  beg  leave  to  report  in  pursuance 
of  the  provisions  of  said  act,  that  they  have  pro 
ceded  to  select  the  most  eligible  and  convenient 
place  for  the  county  seat,  and  that  a sufficient 
house  is  prepared  for  the  purpose  of  holding  the 
court  thereat,  and  further  report  the  name  of  the 
place  to  be  Paraclifta.  ” Signed,  Levi  Davis,  T. 
Boring  and  D.  Clark.  The  court  at  once  accepted 
this  report,  and  ordered  that  the  future  court  be 
held  at  that  place,  and  adjourned  to  meet  there  the 
next  day. 

The  Hrst  court-house  was  a log  building,  and 
was  used  but  a short  time,  when  a good  two- story 
frame  was  erected,  and  used  until  the  county  seat 
; was  removed  to  Lockesburg.  This  building  was 
then  sold  to  Ben  Norwood,  Sr.,  for  $100. 

By  cutting  a large  slice  of  territory  to  make 
Little  River  in  186  (,  Paraclifta  was  placed  in  a 
corner  of  Sevier  County,  and  the  people  soon  com- 
menced clamoring  for  a change  in  the  location 
of  the  county  seat.  On  January  IS,  1868,  a peti- 
tion to  remove  the  seat  of  justice  was  presented  to 
the  county  court.  This  petition  was  granted,  and  an 
election  to  select  three  commissioners  to  select  the 
site  was  ordered  to  be  held  on  March  5,  1S68.  At 
this  election  Ben  Norwood.  Sr.,  Robert  Grady 
and  Green.  L.  Cox  were  selected.  After  due  de- 
liberation the  commissioners  chose  a location  a 
little  east  of  central  in  the  county,  and  located  the 
site  on  property  belonging  to  Mathew  W..  James 
F.  and  W.  T.  Locke,  who  donated  120  acres,  for 
the  sum  of  810,  for  the  future  town.  The  county 
court  accepted  this  report,  and  appointed  A.  D. 
Hawkins,  James  F.  Locke  and  Benjamin  F.  Par 
ker  commissioners  to  survey  and  plat  the  town, 
which  they  had  named  Lockesburg,  to  sell  the 
lots,  to  erect  all  necessary  public  buildings,  and  in 
general  to  do  and  perform  all  other  acts  which 
legally  ought  to  be  done  by  said  commissioners. 
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In  1870-71  the  present  court-house  was  erected 
by  Hawkins  & Bro.,  who  took  the  contract  for 
; $12,400,  but  before  its  completion  it  cost  thecoun- 

j ty  more  than  twice  that  sum.  It  is  a large  and 

I substantial  two-storv  brick  structure,  and  stands  in 
the  center  of  the  public  square.  A.  rather  inferior 
jail  was  erected  at  the  same  time,  and  used  until 
1884,  when  it  was  abandoned  and  a new  one  built, 
i In  May,  1887,  this  was  burned  by  a prisoner.  The 
present  jail  was  erected- in  1SS8;  it  is  a substantial 
building  with  two  cells  and  ante-room,  and  cost 
; §1,000." 

Secret  societies  flourish  here  as  in  other  locali- 
ties of  this  favored  section.  Bellville  Lodge  No. 
35,  F.  & A.  M.,  was  organized  at  Bellville,  No- 
vember 6,  1807,  with  the  following  officers  and 
members:  A.  B.  Clements,  master;  Robert  Grady, 

S.  AY.;  A.  J.  Marsh,  J.  AY.;  A.  M.  Carroll.  Trees. ; 
Alex  Luther,  Sec.;  J.  F.  Bell.  S.  D. ; J.  F.  Locke, 
J.  I). ; F.  Luther,  tyler;  J.  M.  Bussey  and  J.  M. 
Johnson.  This  lodge  was  removed  to  Lockesburg 

i about  1872.  They  now  have  a membership  of 
about  forty,  with  the  following  roster  of  officials: 

T.  J.  King,  master:  John  Shott,  >S.  AY.;  J.  AY. 
Locke,  J.  A'.;  E.  Smith,  S.  D.  ; Alex  Little,  J.  I).  ; 
J.  A.  Araughan,  Treas. ; AAA  H.  Collins,  Sec.;  S. 
AVilliamson,  tyler. 

Paraclifta  Royal  Arch  Chapter  was  organized  at 
Paraclifta,  under  dispensation,  July  7,  1857,  with 
Upjohn  T.  Turrentine,  H.  P. ; Henry  K.  Brown,  king; 
H.  G.  Rind,  scribe,  and  B.  Abernathy,  S.  M.  Other 
members  were  Samuel  McKneeley,  J ames  A.  Pur- 
don,  A.  B.  Clements  and  Leander  Byrd. 

This  chapter  was  removed  to  Lockesburg  in 
August.  1871.  The  present  officers  are  T.  J. 
King,  H.  P. ; L.  T.  Bizzell.  king;  Joe  Holman,  S. ; 
J.  F.  Locke,  Treas.;  A.  C.  Steel.  Sec.;  G.  A. 
Vaughan,  C.  H.  ; B.  J.  Stuart,  P.  S.‘:  J.  S.  Steel, 
R.  A.  C. ; AY.  K.  Dollarhide,  G.  M.  3d  AT. ; AY.  C. 
Park,  G.  AT  2d  V.;  J.  AY.  Locke,  G.  M 1st  Y. ; 
G.  M.  Williamson.  Sent.  The  membership  is 
thirty-six. 

Ben  Lomond  Lodge  No.  445,  F.  & A.  Al. , is 
situated  at  Ben  Lomond.  AAA  I.  Beck  is  master. 

Old  Chapel  Hill  Lodge  No.  2 44,  F.  &.  A.  AT., 
was  in  good  working  order  at  a point  near  the 
present  site  of  Chapel  Hill.  This  lodge  later  be- 
came disbanded,  but  is  now  about  to  be  reorganized 
at  Chapel  Hill. 

The  war  history  of  Sevier  consists  wholly  in 
raising  troops  for  the  Confederate  army;  no  en- 
gagements occurred  in  its  territory,  nor  was  it  ever 
occupied  by  the  forces  of  the  enemy. 

Early  in  1801  two  companies  were  recruited'in 
the  vicinitv  of  Paraclifta,  which  were  commanded 
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by  Capts.  J.  G.  McKean  and  AAA  K.  Brown. 
These  companies  were  dispatched  to  the  northern 
part  of  the  State,  and  were  soon  in  the  battle  of 
AYilson's  Creek.  They  weht  out  as  State  troops, 
and  after  this  battle  were  disbanded,  and  the 
soldiers  returned  home.  A cavalry  company  was 
recruited  soon  after  the  men  returned  from  the 
first  expedition,  and  the  former  captain  of  the  State 
troops  was  elected  to  command  this.  The  lieuten- 
ants were  L.  H.  Norwood,  first,  and  AAA  J.  Smith, 
second.  The  operations  of  this  company  were  con- 
fined to  the  Trans-Mississippi  Department;  they 
were  in  various  campaigns  in  the  State  and  in 
Louisiana,  and  in  the  fall  of  1864  were  with  Gen. 
Price  in  his  celebrated  Alissouri  raid.  At  Big  Blue, 
in  Alissouri,  Ca.pt.  AIcKean  was  disabled,  when  the 
command  devolved  on  Lieut.  Norwood. 

Soon  after  Capt.  AIcKean  was  promoted,  and 
Norwood  commanded  till  the  company  was  dis- 
banded on  Trinity  River,  in  Texas,  in  1865.  Dur- 
ing their  term  of  service  they  lost  some  forty  men, 
killed  in  battle  and  dying  from  disease. 

During  the  summer  of  1861  a company  was 
raised  in  the  • • Red  Colony  ” of  this  county, of  which 
B.  Abernathy  was  elected  captain,  John  S.  AA'alker, 
David  B.  Coulter  and  Daniel  Turrentine._  lieuten- 
ant.s.  This  company  went  to  Arkadelphia.when  they 
were  organized  into  the  Twelfth  Arkansas  In- 
fantry, under  Col.  Gant,  and  called  Company  G, 
then  being  sent  to  Alemphis  and  later  to  Columbus. 
Ky. , New  Aladrid,  AIo..  and  to  Island  No.  10, 
where  they  were  captured.  After  five  months  in 
the  military  prison,  an  exchange  was  effected  at 
Vicksburg.  Capt.  Abernathy  had  resigned  while 
at  Alemphis,  and  the  other  officers  were  regularly 
promoted.  At  Jackson,  Aliss. , Capt.  John  AA'alker 
was  elected  major,  and  A.  E.  Doggett  was  placed 
in  his  vacant  office.  The  company  was  soon  sent 
to  Port  Hudson,  where  they  were  all  captured  and 
paroled,  and  the  men  went  home.  This  com- 
pany was  later  reorganized,  and  after  the  battle  of 
Marks’  Mill,  in  which  they  participated,  passed 
south  to  Louisiana  and  Texas,  where  they  were  dis- 
banded at  the  close  of  the  war. 

In  1863  a company  of  old  men  and  boys  was 
raised  at  Paraclifta,  and  at  organization  was  offi- 
cered as  follows:  A.  T.  Pettis,  captain,  and  C.  K. 
Holman,  R.  C.  Gilliam  and  AY.  AI.  AYallace.  lieu- 
tenants. after  organization  going  to  AA’ashington  and 
were  attached  to  Trader’s  regiment  of  State  troops, 
with  whom  they  served  one  year,  and  were  then 
transferred  to  the  Confederate  service. 

At  an  election  of  ollicers  Capt.  Pettis  was 
elected  lieutenant-colonel,  and  the  lieutenants  were 
regularly  promoted.  This  company  was  in  t He 
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battle  of  Poison  Springs  and  Marks'  Mill:  in  the 
latter  battle  Col.  Pettis  and  Lieut.  Gilliam  were 
killed.  After  this  it  was  in  the  western  and  south- 
ern part  of  the  State  and  disbanded  in  1865  in  La- 
fayette County. 

Few  localities  can  boast  a more  beautiful  situa- 
tion for  a town  site  than  Lockesburg,  the  county 
seat  of  Sevier  County.  It  occupies  a position  a 
little  east  of  central,  in  Section  23,  Township  9 
south,  Range  30  west,  on  land  given  to  the 
county  by  Mathew  AY. . James  F.  and  AY.  T. 
Locke,  in  whose  honor  the  town  was  named  Lockes- 
burg. 

The  settlement  of  this  vicinity  dates  back  to 
an  early  day,  but  the  town  owes  its  origin  to  the 
fact  that  its  site  was  selected  as  the  seat  of  justice 
of  the  county  in  1869.  Judge  AVilliamson  erected 
the  first  building,  and  William  AVallace  started  the 
first-  store,  in  the  building  now  occupied  by  Mr. 
Gilliam.  Other  early  merchants  were  McCown  A 
Millwee,  T.  AY.  McCown,  B.  F.  Forney,  Lowery 
& AA'illi Hinson,  etc. 

The  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  which  was 
erected  in  1872,  was  destroyed  by  fire  in  18S0,  but 
was  immediately  rebuilt.  The  Cumberland  Pres- 
byterian Church  was  erected  in  1S7S.  The  court- 
house, a large  and  tasty  brick  edifice,  was  erected 
on  the  public  square  in  1870-71. 

The  town  was  incorporated  in.  1874.  and  M.  AAA 
Locke  was  the  first  mayor;  John  E.  AA' allace  was 
marshal;  Capt.  Forney,  L.  L.  Kirk  and  M.  B.  Mc- 
Murrain,  aldermen. 

The  present  business  interests  in  Lockesburg 
are:  General  Stores — A.  C.  Steel  & Co.,  T.  AAA 

McCown,  John  AY.  Locke,  1).  M.  Bryant,  H.  C. 
AVilliamson,  and  R.  A.  Gilliam;  grocer — AAh  F. 
Clardy;  drug  store — F.  C.  Floyd;  millinery — 
Mrs.  Alice  Park;  physicians — J.  M.  Johnson,  D. 
Maxwell,  AAr.  T.  Boyce,  and  Dr.  Manning;  law- 
yers— Collins  & Lake,  AV7.  T.  Campbell,  Steel  A 
Steel;  blacksmiths — Fair  A Sparks,  John  Shott, 
T.  A.  Miars;  shoemakers — Temple  and  Redman; 
hotel — Locke  House,  J.  F.  Locke,  proprietor; 
newspapers — The  Tocsin,  AY.  S.  Grant,  pro- 
prietor; the  Democrat,  AY.  AY.  Selvidge,  proprie- 
tor, G.  AY.  Austin,  editor. 

John  T.  Locke  is  serving  as  postmaster.  The 
population  of  Lockesburg  is  450.  The  city  offi 
cials  elected  April  1,  1890,  are:  Mayor,  AY.  H. 

Collins;  recorder.  Burt  Pride:  marshal.  J.  F.  AYal 
lace;  aldermen,  F C.  I lovd,  Alex  Luther.  H.  C. 
AVilliamson,  R.  A.  Gilliam  and  \\  . B.  Edwards. 

Paraclifta  was  the  site  of  a very  ancient  set- 
tlement, but  how  far  it  extended  in  the  past  can 
not  now  be  ascertained.  It  was  selected  as  the  origi- 


! rial  seat  of  justice  of  Sevier  County  at  the  time  of 
its  organization  in  1828. 

Mr.  Abraham  Block  was  perhaps  the  first  mer- 
| chant,  at  least  he  was  in  business  here  prior  to 
! 1836.  Other  early  merchants  were  J.  II.  Hudson, 
R.  C.  Gilliam,  William  M.  Wallace,  I.  N.  Jackson 
and  Robert  Lowery,  afterward  governor  of  Mis- 
sissippi. 

During  the  period  of  the  Civil  War  all  busi- 
| ness  was  suspended,  but  it  was  resumed  by  AAA 
M.  AVallace,  E.  S.  Smith  and  Mrs.  AV.  M.  Gilliam. 

| In  1867  L.  LI.  Norwood  started  a business,  which 
| was  continued  up  to  1SS4. 

AA'hen  the  county  seat  was  removed  in  1869, 
j Benjamin  Norwood  bought  the  court-house  for 
i SI 00,  and  the  streets  of  the  town  were  sold  lo  L.  H. 

; Norwood  for  810;  the  latter  also  bought  all  the 
I other  property.  Some  of  the  buildings  were  re- 
| moved  to  Lockesburg,  and  in  a short  time  old 
Paraclifta  was  a dismantled  town.  Mr.  Norwood 
j alone  continued  iu  business,  and  retired  in  1884. 

Cotton  and  corn  now  grow  where  formerly 
| were  noisy  streets,  and  the  sites  of  busy  marts  of 
: trade.  The  public  square  has  so  far  been  unmo- 
} lested  by  the  plow,  but  by  disassociatiou  with  the 
! buildings  which  formerly  adorned  it,  it  conveys 
i no  impression  of  the  time  when  it  wras  here  that 
j Sevier  County  held  its  courts  and  administered  its 
laws. 

Norwoodsville,  iu  Clear  Creek  Township,  was 
| settled  in  1854  by  Benjamin  Norwood  and  family. 
Mr.  Norwood  in  partnership  with  his  son.  L.  H. , 
soon  started  a store,  under  the  firm  name  of  Nor- 
i wood  A Son.  The  first  mercantile  stock  was 
I bought  in  New  York,  and  L.  H.  Norwood  con- 
sumed two  months  in  making  the  trip  to  purchase 
j it.  The  goods  were  shipped  to  New  Orleans,  then 
| up  the  Mississippi  River  to  Gaines  Landing,  in 
> Chicot  County,  Ark. , from  which  place  they  were 
hauled  overland  entirely  across  the  State,  over  200 
miles.  A post-office  was  soon  secured,  with  L. 
H.  Norwood  first  postmaster.  The  Norwoods 
continued  in  business  till  the  war  closed  all  trade, 
but  the  same  firm  resumed  again  in  1865.  In 
1867  L.  H.  Norwood  withdrew  and  went  to  Par- 
i aclifta,  but  Mr.  Norwood,  Sr.,  continued  in  the 
business  here  until  his  death  in  1874.  Mr.  B.  L. 
Cowden  is  now  the  merchant  and  postmaster  at 
this  place. 

Brownstown  is  located  iu  AA’ashington  Township, 
on  a high  ridge  between  the  Saline  and  Little 
River.  The  place  was  named  for  Henry  K.  Brown, 
an  early  settler,  who  in  a very  early  day  did  a small 
business  near  here.  The  first  merchant  in  the  vil - 
i lag©  proper  was  Mr.  Stewart.  A post-office  was 
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established  hero  long  before  the  war,  but  was 
abolished  during  the  years  of  strife,  and  re-es- 
tablished in  1878.  Mr.  J.  E.  Smith  has  held  the 
office  of  postmaster  since.  The  present  business 
interests  are  four  stores,  two  blacksmith  shops,  one 
physician  and  a cotton-gin  and  mill.  There  are 
two  churches,  of  the  Baptist  and  Presbyterian  de- 
nominations respectively;  also  a good  school. 
Brownstown  is  surrounded  by  a rich  and  highly 
productive  country,  some  of  the  finest  of  planta- 
tions in  the  county  being  situated  in  this  vicinity. 

Chapel  Hill,  a prosperous  little  village  situated 
about  the  center  of  Monroe  Township,  derived  its 
name  from  the  old  Union  Church  that  was  located 
about  one  mile  east  of  the  present  town  site.  Hank- 
ins & Co.  were  the  first  merchants,  and  established 
their  business  in  1878.  S.  H.  Nunnelly  also  con- 
ducted a business  here  for  a time.  A post-office 
was  established  about.  1874.  one  and  one-half  miles 
east,  and  in  1885  was  removed  to  town.  E.G.Cor- 
der  was  the  first  postmaster.  The  present  busi- 
ness interests  of  Chapel  Hill  are  two  general  stores, 
one  grocery  and  drugstore,  two  shops  (blacksmith 
and  wagon-maker),  and  three  physicians.  The 
shipping  point  is  Nashville,  thirty-seven  miles  east. 
There  is  one  private  school,  the  Chapel  Hill  High 
School,  established  in  1889.  The  farming  land 
contiguous  .is  tho  bottoms  of  the  Rolling  Fork  and 
good  -l  mulatto  ” upland.  A number  of  mineral 
springs  abound  in  this  vicinity.  Mr.W.  S.  South- 
worth  is  the  present  postmaster. 

Ultima  Thule  is  the  site  of  a post-office  and  a 
small  trading  post  in  the  western  part  of  Monroe 
Township,  very  near  the  line  of  the  Indian  Territory. 
A settlement  was  made  here  in  1833  by  Hon.  J. 
W.  McKean;  he  was  the  first  merchant  and  post- 
master. After  his  death  in  1851,  the  business  was 
continued  by  his  sons.  The  present  merchant  is 
George  T.  Locke. 

Ben  Lomond  is  a small  but  prosperous  village 
in  the  southern  part  of  the  county.  Its  settlement 
dates  back  to  an  early  day,  and  it  is  surrounded  by 
magnificent  farming  lands,  partly  the  celebrated 
black  lands  and  partly  the  bottom  of  Little  River. 
There  are  two  general  stores  here,  both  of  which 
do  a good  trade.  The  proprietors  are  Faucett, 
Bros.,  and  D.  Ferguson.  There  are  also  two 
blacksmith  shops.  There  has  been  recently  erected 
a good  two-story  high  school  building.  N.  A.  Ham- 
ilton is  the  present  postmaster. 

An  abstract  of  the  tax-books  of  Sevier  County 
for  1889  reveals  the  following  interesting  statistics: 
Number  of  acres  in  county  taxed,  200,990,  value, 
8547,505;  value  of  town  property,  8 1/3,920;  total 
value  of  real  estate,  8504,425;  number  of  poles, 


1,853;  number  of  horses,  2,118,  value,  895,211; 
number  of  mules  and  asses,  991,  value,  870,971  ; 
number  of  cattle,  11.108,  value,  808,927;  number 
of  sheep,  3,501,  value,  84.305;  number  of  hogs, 
10,450,  value,  821,052:  number  of  carriages,  1,022, 
value,  $25,110;  number  of  watches,  208,  value, 
82,841;  number  of  piano-fortes,  25,  value,  83,794; 
value  of  goods  and  merchandise,  $37,240;  value  of 
manufactured  articles,  $31,905;  value  of  money  and 
credits,  $99,492;  value  of  bonds  and  bank  stock, 
8-IS0 ; value  of  all  other  personal  property,  8 1 07,083 ; 
grand  total  valuation,  81, 133,490.  On  this  assessed 
valuation  df  property  in  the  county  is  a tax  rate  of 
less  than  fifteen  mills.  The  county  is  encumbered 
■with  a debt  of  less  than  80,000,  and  a condition  of 
universal  prosperity  is  apparent,  greatly  in  con- 
trast to  that  of  former  years.  For  example,  the  to- 
tal valuation  of  property  in  1873  was  8995,530,  on 
which  was  raised  $33,590.15.  In  1809  a total  as- 
sessed value  is  seen  of  only  8238,208.  On  this 
small  property  value  was  collected  834,700.  These 
figures  show  plainly  what  a burden  was  imposed 
upon  the  people  of  that  day  and  time.  The  large 
debt  is  now  nearly  obliterated,  and  the  present  rate 
of  taxation  so  small  the  people  hardly  feel  it;  prop- 
erty is  rapidly  increasing  in  value,  and  its  worth 
becoming  recognized.  This  is  a financial  showing 
of  which  Sevier  County  may  be  justly  proud. 

While  raising  cotton  and  corn  is  the  main  ag- 
ricultural pursuit  followed  by  the  people  of  Sevier 
County,  it  is  plainly ' apparent  that  many  other 
branches  of  farming  industry  might  be  profitably 
engaged  in  by  the  planter.  The  peculiar  distri- 
bution of  the  soils  makes  it  one  of  the  best  coun- 
ties for  mixed  farming  in  the  State.  While  all  of 
the  river  bottoms  and  black  land  country  may  be 
counted  among  the  best  cotton  and  corn  lands  in 
the  South,  and  will  always  be  profitably  applied  to 
the  production  of  those  crops,  much  of  the  re- 
maining portions  of  the  county  are  admirably 
adapted  to  the  production  of  grain,  the  grasses,  and 
all  fruits  and  vegetables.  Though  the  remoteness 
from  market  facilities  renders  engagement  in  the 
cultivation  of  most  of  these  crops  unprofitable  now. 
yet.  on  the  completion  of  several  lines  of  contem- 
plated  railroads  through  the  county,  great  changes 
in  farming  operations  may  be  expected  to  follow. 
These  railroads  will  also  place  on  the  market 
a vast  amount  of  timber,  which  now  lies  idle  and 
valueless  on  nearly  three-quarters  of  the  total  acre- 
age of  the  county:  indeed,  so  vast,  are  the  tim- 
ber resources  of  Sevier  County,  that  to  reduce 
it  in  the  aggregate  to  board  measurement  would 
be  to  present  a row  of  figures  that  would  convey 
no  impression  but  bewilderment  to  the  mind. 
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The  extensive  and  excellent  range  makes  this 
an  ideal  locality  in  which  to  engage  in  stock-rais- 
ing, and  many  people  are  already  deriving  large 
returns  from  its  pursuit. 

In  1853  Mr.  William  F.  Roberts,  geologist 
and  mineralogist,  took  a trip  through  Arkansas,  the 
occasion  of  his  visit  being  induced  by  a specimen 
of  anthracite  coal  brought  to  Philadelphia  by  a 
man  named  Cassey.  Mr.  Roberts  came  here  and 
through  1853  and  1854  made  a general  recogni- 
zance of  all  the  minerals  of  the  State.  He  found 
antimony,  etc.  In  1855  a company,  known  as  the 
Crystal  State  Improvement  Company,  was  formed, 
George  W.  Childs.  Guy  Malory  Shepherd  and 
others  being  members  of  the  company,  who 
bought  over  60,000  acres  of  land  in  different  por- 
tions of  the  State.  The  crisis  of  1857  and  the 
war  of  secession  caused  a cessation  of  develop- 
ment. Reconstruction  which  followed  rendered 
operations  difficult.  In  1877  Gov.  Hadley  re- 
quested Mr.  Roberts  to  accept  the  position  of  State 
geologist,  making  a general  recognizance  of  the 
State  during  1871  and  1 872.  Appropriations  being 
withheld,  Ids  report  was  never  published.  During 
the  Centennial,  overtures  were  made  leading  up  to 
its  publication  in  pamphlet  form,  but  nothing  came 
of  it.  His  son,  William  F.,  having  spent  no  small 
portion  of  time  with  his  father,  was  acquainted  with 
his  reports  and  field  notes,  and  became  imbued  with 
the  idea  that  Arkansas  was  the  place  where  his  for- 
tune was  located,  from  compiling  the  data  collected 
by  his  father  throughout  the  State.  He  prepared 
himself  for  mining  operations,  and  from  1873  to 
1883  studied  geology  and  mineralogy  as  a money- 
making business,  and  explored  the  mineral  fields 
of  Arkansas.  In  1883,  after  correspondence  with 
different  parties  in  the  State,  he  found  that  the 
mines  at  what  is  now  Antimony  City  had  been 
opened,  and  some  work  done,  Maj.  Anderson  being 
the  first  to  bring  them  into  notice.  Claims  were 
located  and  the  Cossatot  Alining  Company  was  or- 
ganized, men  from  Little  Rock  and  Memphis  be- 
ing interested.  They  mined  several  hundred  tons 
and  shipped  to  England,  t lie  product  being  pro- 
nounced as  fine  as  had  ever  been  shipped  to  the 
manufacturers.  Some  seventy  miles  of  wagoning 
to  railroad  made  the  margin  of  profit  too  meager. 
Since  1879  there  have  been  several  different  parties 
and  companies  to  make  futile  attempts  to  develop 
the  mines,  but  transportation  presents  a difficulty 
that  can  not  be  overcome  at  present. 

Mr.  Roberts  corresponded  with  F.  Lou  Morris. 
William  Blucher,  in  1883,  went  into  several  different 
counties  and  made  arrangements  with  him  to  se- 
cure the  control  of  the  antimony  mines,  and  also 


bought  the  plaster  bluffs  in  Pike  County,  besides 
other  property  in  different  counties.  In  the  spring 
of  1884,  in  connection  with  William  Blucher  and 
F.  Lou  Morris,  he  started  to  work  to  develop  the 
antimony  properties.  From  then  till  the  fall  of 
1886  the  work  consisted  in  developing,  exposing 
the  different  vein  systems,  etc.,  so  that  a mining 
expert  could  make  an  intelligent  report. 

He  organized  a close  syndicate,  composed  of 
Philadelphia  and.  New  York  capitalists,  which  in  the 
fall  of  1SS7  was  merged  into  a corporation,  styled 
the  United  States  Antimony  Company.  Since  that 
time  they1  have  sunk  200  different  shafts,  ranging 
from  260  to  20  feet  in  depth. 

In  1889  smelting  works  were  erected  in  Phila- 
delphia and  they  transported  the  ore  there.  They" 
are  now  producing  a commercial  antimony  that  is 
second  to  none.  There  are  four  different  leads  of 
antimony,  besides  silver  and  lead,  but  only  the  anti- 
mony is  being  worked  till  railroads  are  nearer.  As 
soon  as  transportation  is  brought  close  at  hand,  the 
company  will  proceed  to  manufacture  all  those  arti- 
cles in  which  antimony"  is  used. 


"William  I.  Beck,  farmer  and  stock-raiser,  Ben 
Lomond,  Ark.  Air.  Beck  has  had  not  a little  to  do 
toward  developing  the  stock  matters  of  Sevier 
County,  as  well  as  the  agricultural  affairs  of  the 
same,  and  for  this  account,  if  no  other,  he  is 
accorded  a worthy  place  in  this  volume.  He  was 
born  in  Itawamba  County",  Miss. , in  1847.  was 
reared  on  the  farm  and  educated  in  the  common 
schools.  He  served  in  Company  F,  Twenty  sixth 
Mississippi  Cavalry  during  the  last  two  years  of 
the  war,  and  operated  principally  in  Alabama, 
Alississippi  and  Georgia.  He  was  in  many  of  the 
prominent  engagements,  and  was  captured  at 
Selma,  Ala.,  but  was  soon  after  paroled.  After 
the  war  he  returned  home,  and  in  1866  was  wedded 
to  Aliss  Nancy  A.  Lowery,  a native  of  Alississippi 
and  the  daughter  of  John  B.  and  Alartha  Lowery, 
natives,  respectively,  of  Georgia  and  Alabama. 
Her  parents  were  married  in  Alississippi.  and  there 
both  received  their  final  summons  in  1879  and 
3877,  respectively.  They  were  members  of  the 
Alethodist  Church.  Air.  Beck  lived  in  Alississippi 
until  1880,  and  then  came  to  Sevier  County,  where 
he  has  since  resided,  near  Ben  Lomond,  and  for 
two  years  on  his  present  farm  of  231  acres.  120 
acres  under  cultivation.  Aside  from  his  farming 
interest  he  is  quite  extensively  engaged  in  stock- 
raising,  and  since  ISSN  ho  has  held  the  office  of 
justice  of  the  peace.  lu  politics  he  is  a Democrat, 
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and  bis  first  presidential  vote  was  for  II.  Seymour 
in  1868.  He  has  been  a member  of  the  Masonic 
fraternity  since  his  majority,  and  is  a demitted 
member  of  Ben  Lomond  Lodge  No.  445,  of  which 
he  was  worshipful  master.  He  has  been  a member  of 
the  Methodist  Church  since  thirteen  years  of  age. 
His  wife  is  a member  of  the  same  church,  and  of 
the  twelve  children  born  to  his  union,  niue  of 
whom  are  living,  all  that  are  old  enough  are  mem- 
bers of  the  same  church.  Mr.  Beck's  parents, 
Rev.  William  B.  and  Mary  E.  (Long)  Beck,  were 
natives  of  Alabama  and  Tennessee,  respectively. 
They  were  married  in  Mississippi,  where  the  father 
died  in  1878,  at  the  age  of  fifty-four  years.  The 
mother  died  four  years  previous  to  this,  when 
forty-seven  years  of  age.  Both  were  members  of 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  for  many  years. 
Mr.  Beck  was  a local  preacher,  also  a farmer  and 
miller.  He  was  a member  of  the  Masonic  frater- 
nity. The  grandfather  of  our  subject,  William 
Beck,  was  of  Scotch  descent,  a very  extensive 
farmer,  and  died  in  the  Old  Dominion  in  1801. 
The  maternal  grandfather,  Darling  Long,  was 
born  in  A\  est  Tennessee,  was  a farmer,  and  died  in 
Mississippi  during  the  war. 

Llewellyn  T.  Bizzell.  In  no  part  of  Arkansas 
is  agriculture  in  a more  flourishing  condition  than 
in  Sevier  County,  and  Mr.  Bizzell  is  one  of  the 
able  representatives  of  this  calling.  He  was  born 
in  Sevier  County  September  22.  1850,  was  brought 
up  to  the  life  of  a farmer  by  his  grandfather,  Andy 
Hemphill,  and  is  now  actively  engaged  in  manag- 
ing his  large  estate,  which  comprises  1,200  acres 
of  land,  350  acres  being  in  a tine  state  of  cultiva- 
tion. He  received  his  early  scholastic  training 
in  the  common  schools  of  Sevier  County,  and  first 
began  the  battle  of  life  for  himself  in  Little  River 
County,  and  in  time  became  the  owner  of  200 
acres  of  good  land  there,  the  purchase  being  made 
in  1872.  In  1875  he  was  married  to  Miss  Delia 
N.  Locke,  whose  birth  occurred  in  Arkansas  in 
1857,  and  to  their  union  seven  children  have  been 
born:  Leana  C. . Matthew  A.,  Llewellyn  T.  (de- 
ceased), Henry  L.,  John  T. , Robert  L.  and  Mar- 
| garet  N.  Mr.  Bizzell  is  a Royal  Arch  Mason, 

I being  a member  of  Bellville  Lodge  No.  48,  is  a 
firm  Democrat,  and  he  and  Mrs. 'Bizzell  are  mem- 
bers of  the  Cumberland  Presbyterian  Church. 
Thomas  Bizzell  was  born  in  North  Carolina,  but  in 
1845  emigrated  to  Arkansas  and  was  married  in 
Sevier  County,  in  1847,  to"  Miss  Nancy  Hemphill, 
she  being  a native  of  this  county,  by  whom  he 
became  the  father  of  two  children:  Leana  (wife'of 
M.  A.  Locke)  and  Llewellyn  T.  After  the  mother’s 
death,  which  occurred  in  1850,  517  Bizzell  espoused 
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j Miss  Laura  Sanderfer,  by  whom  ho  had  cue  child, 
Lavinia.  Mr.  Bizzell  was  a well-known  and  suc- 
cessful farmer,  was  of  French  descent,  and  died  in 
1857.  His  wife  was  a member  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church. 

\Y.  T.  Bullard,  of  the  firm  of  Bullard  & Cas- 
i sell,  general  merchants  of  Silver  Hill,  carries  a 
j stock  of  dry  goods,  groceries,  shelf-hardware,  \ 

| queens  ware,  medicine,  etc.,  valued  at  about  $1,000,  j 

i and  does  an  annual  business  of  about  §10,000 
| (the  nearest  merchant  is  about  seventeen  miles 
distant).  -Their  goods  are  shipped  to  Nashville, 
Howard  County,  Ark.,  and  then  freighted  across, 
j The  post-office  is  also  ‘located  at  Silver  Hill,  and 
j Mr.  Bullard  is  the  postmaster.  This  gentleman 
! was  born  in  Wayne  County,  111.,  July  20,  1857, 

! and  is  a son  of  E.  W.  and  Leva  (Austin)  Bullard, 
natives  of  the  same  county  as  their  son.  The 
I paternal  great-grandfather,  Wright  Bullard,  came 
! to  New  Hampshire  from  Ireland  prior  to  the  War 
of  1812,  served  in  that  memorable  struggle,  aud 
| was  in  the  Northern  division  of  the  American 
army.  His  son,  and  grandfather  of  our  subject, 

; Wricht .Bullard,  emigrated  from  Tennessee  to  Illi- 
| nois  in  1820,  and  entered  more  land  in  Wayne 
j County  than  any  other  citizen.  E.  W.  Bullard 
! reared  a family  of  seven  children — three  sons  and 
| four  daughters — the  former  named  Thomas,  James 
i and  Jackson,  and  the  latter  named  Martha,  Wil- 
math  Ann,  Eliza,  and  Eflle  May  (who  died  in  1SS4). 
The  two  sons  are  in  Parker,  Tex. . as  are  also  the 
daughters.  W.  T.  Bullard  left  Illinois  in  1879, 
and  emigrated  to  the  Lone  Star  State.  He  grew 
to  manhood  under  the  care  of  his  father,  who 
was  a merchant  in  Johnsonville.  111.,  and  received 
) a good  common-school  education.  For  several 
years  before  attaining  his  majority  he  was  engaged 
in  clerking  in  his  father's  store,  aud  iu  1877,  in 
company  with  his  brother,  James  AY.,  wont  to 
; Texas,  where  for  ten  years  he  was  engaged  in  the 
i stock  business.  Leaving  there  in  1887,  he  came  to 
: Silver  Hill,  Ark.,  with  a drove  of  horses  and  cattle, 
j sold  his  cattle  in  Rockwall,  Tex.,  and  his  horses  at 
this  place.  He  then  engaged  in  business  at  Silver 
Hill,  and  remained  here  until  1888,  when  he  went 
to  Johnsville.  and  carried  on  business  at  that 
place,  in  partnership  with  Mr.  James  M.  Cassell,  for 
nearly  two  years.  In  February,  1890.  he  moved 
from  there  to  Silver  Hill,  and  here  is  now  engaged 
in  business.  He  was  married  in  Texas  January  2(5, 
1879,  to  Miss  Mary  Jane  Sessions,  and  the  result 
of  this  union  is  six  children — two  sons  aud  four 
daughters.  The  sons  are  named  Robert  Lincoln 
and  Thomas  Arthur,  and  the  daughters  Myrtle 
Jaue,  Maudio  M. , Hattie  and  Mattie.  Mrs.  Bui 
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lard  is  a consistent  member  of  the  Baptist  Church. 
She  was  born  in  "Wayne  County,  111.,  and  is  the 
daughter  of  Thomas  W.  Sessions.  Mr.  Sessions 
and  wife  were  both  natives  of  Illinois,  and  the 
Sessions  family  were  among  the  early  settlers 
of  Wayne  County.  lie  and  E.  W.  Bullard  were 
boys  together.  Mr.  Sessions  went  to  Texas  in 
I860,  and  thus  was  a pioneer  settler  of  two  States; 
he  died  in  1885.  Being  a man  of  good  business 
ability,  he  accumulated  considerable  property.  Mr. 
Bullard  is  a Republican,  in  politics,  and  always 
votes  with  that  party.  Besides  bis  interest  in  his 
business,  he  also  owns,  with  his  partner,  considera- 
ble land  in  the  county,  some  of  it  located  on  the 
Silver  Hill  and  Lockesburg  road. 

James  M.  Cassell  is  a farmer  and  merchant  of 
Silver  Hill.  Sevier  County,  Ark.,  and  is  a native 
of  the  State,  his  birth  occurring  in  Greenbrier, 
Faulkner  County,  April  15,  1853,  the  second  of 
eight  children  born  to  Evans  and  Mary  A.  (Nugen) 
Cassell,  native  Alabamians,  in  which  State  they 
were  married.  The  year  1852  witnessed  their  ad- 
vent in  Arkansas,  and  they  first  settled  in  Clark 
County,  where  they  resided  until  the  death  of  the 
mother,  which  occurred  in  1S68  at  the  age  of 
thirty-four  years.  The  father  is  living  in  Sevier 
County  with  his  second  wife,  to  whom  he  was  mar- 
ried in  1878,  her  name  being  Mrs.  E.  B.  (Nugen) 
Nution.  a native  of  Alabama,  and  a sister  of  his 
first  wife.  He  is  a member  of  the  Baptist  Church, 
and  takes  quite  an  interest  in  public  affairs,  espe- 
cially in  churches,  and  he  is  a member  of  the  Sil- 
ver Hill  Masonic  fraternity.  James  M.  Cassell 
spent  his  youth  in  Clark  County,  and  at  the  age  of 
nineteen  years  he  began  an  independent  career 
and  took  up  the  occupation  of  farming  as  a means 
of  livelihood,  which  has  since  been  his  principal 
occupation.  He  was  married,  March  4,  1880,  to 
Miss  Sallie  Waford,  who  was  born  in  Sevier 
County,  December  1.  1801.  a daughter  of  John 
and  Harriet  (Honeycut)  Waford,  the  former  a 
native  of  Tennessee  and  the  latter  of  Alabama. 
They  were  married  in  Saline  County.  Ark.,  in 
1842,  and  there  the  mother  died  in  1863  at  the 
age  of  twenty-eight  years,  after  which,  in  1S60, 
Mr.  Waford  married  Mrs.  Cornelia  A.  (McElroy) 
Canada.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Cassell  a family  of 
four  children  have  been  born:  Cora  Lee  (born 
July  9.  18S2),  Ada  C.  (born  October  8.  1883). 
Carroll  D.  (born  October  12.  1885),  and  Riley  E. 
(born  August  28,  1888).  Besides  owning  a fine 
farm  of  223  acres,  of  which  100  are  under  culti- 
vation, Mr.  Cassell  is  engaged  in  the  mercantile 
business,  being  a member  of  the  firm  of  Bullard 
A Cassell,  of  Silver  Hill.  Their  stock  of  goods  is 


valued  at  81,000  and  they  do  an  annual  business 
of  810,000.  Mr.  Cassell  became  a member  of  the 
[ Masonic  fraternity  in  1878,  and  is  now  a master 
: Mason.  He  is  a Democrat,  but  is  not  an  active 
politician,  has  been  a member  of  the  Baptist 
| Church  since  1881,  and  is  a liberal  supporter  of 
; all  worthy  enterprises.  During  the  early  part  of 
! the  war  he  enlisted  in  the  Confederate  service,  and 
served  until  honorably  discharged  in  1864  for  dis- 
j ability.  Of  the  eight  children  born  to  Mr.  Cas- 
sell’s parents  five  are  now  living,  the  following 
1 four  being  residents  of  Sevier  County:  Delilah  A. 
j (wife  of  Thomas  Taylor,  a farmer).  Bailee  (wife 
of  S.  Maddox),  Mary  A.  (wife  of  John  Helium), 

I and  the  subject  of  this  sketch.  William,  the  other 
■ member  of  the  family,  resides  in  Lamar  County, 
Tex. 

W.  H.  Collins,  attorney-at-law,  of  the  firm  of 
; Collins  & Lake,  Lockesburg,  Ark.  Mr.  Collins 
was  born  in  Pontotoc  County,  Miss.,  on  November 
4.  1854,  and  is  a son  of  Abram  and  Amelia  A. 
(Horan)  Collins,  natives  respectively,  of  Alabama 
and  Smith  Carolina.  Of  the  Collins  family  the 
1 great-grandfather  was  a Scotchman,  who  came  to 
| the  New  World  to  try  his  fortunes.  The  Horans 
i went  to  Alabama  about  1840.  Abram  Collins  was 
! just  about  reaching  his  majority  when  he  moved  to 
j Mississippi,  where  he  was  married  on  December 
! 25,  1851,  to  Miss  Horan.  They  resided  in  Mis- 
sissippi until  1858,  when  they  came  to  Arkansas 
! and  settled  near  Brownstown,  Sevier  County. 

| They  had  started  for  Texas  (Mr.  Collins  having 
been  to  that  State  the  previous  year),  but  bad 
weather  overtaking  them  they  stopped  and  home- 
| steaded  160  acres  in  the  black  lauds.  There  he 
resided  until  1S62,  when  he  enlisted  in  McCain's 
company,  Cable’s  brigade,  and  was  with  Gen. 
Price  in  his  famous  Missouri  raid.  Near  Inde- 
pendence, Mo.,  he  was  wounded  and  taken  pris- 
oner, remaining  confined  until  after  the  surrender. 
He  came,  home  shattered  and  with  his  health  im- 
paired, and  never  entirely  recovered.  His  death 
occurred  on  January  1.  1877.  His  wife  still  sur- 
vives. They  were  the  parents  of  seventeen  chil- 
dren. thirteen  of  whom  are  now  living,  and  all  hue 
two  in  Sevier  County.  W.  H.  Collins  was  early 
taught  the  duties  of  farm  life,  and  his  educational 
: advantages  were  limited,  having,  when  twenty-four 
years  of  age,  only  a slight  knowledge  of  the  rudi- 
mentary branches.  He  remained  at  home  until 
twenty-live  years  of  age.  and  being  the  eldest  son. 
had  charge  of  the  home  place.  When  twenty-four 
years  old  lie  entered  school  at  Mineral  Springs, 
where  he  remained  two  years.  After  that  he  was 
deputy  county  clerk  for  almost  four  years,  and 
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while  holding  that  position,  carried  into  execution 
the  long-cherished  desire  of  reading  law.  In  Sep- 
tember. 1886,  he  passed  a thorough  examination 
before  the  court  in  his  own  county,  and  was  ad- 
mitted to  the  bar.  immediately  beginning  to  prac-  ! 
tice.  He  has  been  more  successful  than  his  highest  \ 
anticipations  warranted,  and  is  a lawyer  of  nn-  j 
usual  ability.  In  July,  1889,  he  became  associ-  f 
ated  with  J.  S.  Lake  in  the  practice  of  law.  He  | 
was  married  on  December  16,  1S85,  to  Miss  Fan-  j 
nie  Steele,  of  Lockesburg;  and  they  have  a son,  j 
Abe.  who  is  now  four  years  old.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Collins  are  members  of  the  Cumberland  Presby- 
terian Church.  Mr.  Collins  was  county  assessor 
in  1884-85,  and  is  now  mayor  of  Lockesburg. 
He  is  a member  of  the  Masonic  fraternity,  and  in 
his  political  views  affiliates  with  the  Democratic 
party. 

Barney  Davis  D a planter,  residing  in  Bear  | 
Creek  Township,  Sevier  County,  Ark.,  but'  was  j 
bom  in  Carroll  County.  Ga. . February  27.  1844,  j 
a son  of  Jonathan  W.  and  Rachel  Iv.  (Bridges)  i 
Davis,  both  of  whom  were  born  in  North  Carolina,  j 
the  former  in  1799,  and  the  latter  in  1802.  They  i 
were  married  in  their  native  State,  and  their  union  ; 
resulted  in  the  birth  of  twelve  children — six  sons  I 
and  six  daughters — six  of  the  family  being  now 
alive:  William  L.,  Mary  (widow  of  C.  C.  Will- 

iams g Martha  (widow  of  B.  F.  Booth).  Julie  (wife 
of  James  H.  Hedley,  a farmer,  residing  in  this 
county),  Amanda  (wife  of  W.  R.  Woodruff,  a resi- 
dent of  Howard  County.  Ark.)  and  Barney  (who  is  | 
the  youngest  of  the  family).  Mr.  Davis  first  re- 
moved with  his  family  to  Georgia,  but  in  1858  j 
came  to  Arkansas,  and  settled  on  a farm  in  Bear  j 
Creek  Township,  Sevier  County,  where  he  was 
called  from  the  scene  of  his  earthly  labors  in  1881, 
his  wife  dying  in  1S79,  both  being  earnest  mem-  j 
hers  of  the  Baptist  Church.  Barney  Davis,  the  j 
subject  of  this  sketch,  came  to  Arkansas  with  his  j 
parents  at  the  age  of  fourteen,  and  was  married  I 
here  December  20,  1866,  to  Miss  Nancy  J.  Hadley,  ! 
and  his  second  union  took  place  December  1.  1SS6.  j 
Miss  Lucinda  Meriditt.  who  was  born  in  Arkansas,  ! 
in  1860.  becoming  bis  wife.  They  have  one  daugh- 
ter, Amanda  A.  Mr.  Davis  is  the  possessor  of  a 
fine  farm,  comprising  160  acres,  and  his  property 
is  well  improved  with  buildings,  orchards,  etc.  He  j 
is  a Democrat  in  his  political  views,  and  his  wife  j 
is  a member  of  the  Christian  Church. 

Rev.  Thomas  Dulauy,  Missionary  Baptist  min-  j 
isfcer,  Ben  Lomond,  Ark.  The  personal  example  i 
and  influence  which  this  humble  but  worthy-min- 
ister of  the  gospel  casts  about  him  in  every-day  life 
can  not  but  be  beneficial  to  those  who  enjoy  the  ; 
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privilege  of  his  companionship.  His  faithful, 
earnest  endeavors  to  show  others  the  error  of  their 
ways  and  to  point  them  to  Christ  have  not  gone 
unrewarded,  and  while  it  may  not  be  his  privilege 
to  witness  the  reaping  of  all  t lie  truths  which  he 
has  spoken,  he  has  been  enabled  to  feel  the  force 
of  that  precious  passage  in  God’s  word  that  “He 
that  goeth  forth  and  weepeth,  bearing  precious 
seed,  shall  doubtless  come  again  rejoicing,  bringing 
his  sheaves  with  him.”  Mr.  Dulany  was  born  in 
Fayette  County,  Ala.,  in  1831,  and  is  the  son  of 
Alfred  and  Rachel  (McNeice)  Dulany,  natives  also 
of  Alabama.  The  parents  were  reared  and  married 
in  that  State,  and  in  about  1834  they  moved  to 
Itawamba  County,  Miss. , where  Mr.  Dulany  died, 
in  1862.  He  was  born  in  1808,  and  was  a farmer 
the  principal  part  of  his  life.  He  was  police  judge 
of  Itawamba  County  for  a number  of  years,  and 
was  lieutenant  of  the  first  company  that  entered 
the  Confederate  army  from  Itawamba  County  for 
sixty  days’  service.  He  was  discharged  and  sent 
home  just  prior  to  his  death,  tie  was  a member 
of  the  Masonic  fraternity  for  many  years.  The 
mother  was  born  March  12,  1812,  and  died  July  9. 

1 883,  and  was  a member  of  the  Baptist  Church 
for  thirty-four  years.  The  paternal  grandfather, 
Thomas  Dulany,  was  accidentally  killed  while 
hunting  in  Alabama.  The  maternal  grandfather, 
Henry  McNeice,  was  killed  by  an  enemy,  while 
working  in  his  field  in  Alabama.  Rev.  Thomas 
Dulany,  the  second  of  ten  children — seven  sons  and 
three  daughters — was  early  taught  the  duties  of  the 
farm,  and  received  his  education  m the  common 
schools.  He  was  married  in  1853,  to  Miss  Eliza 
M.  Horn,  the  daughter  of  Zaccheus  and  Jane  Horn, 
of  Mississippi.  She  died  in  186  i,  leaving  four 
sons  and  two  daughters.  Mr.  Dulany’ s second 
marriage  was,  to  Mrs.  Sarah  L.  Benson,  nee  Chaffin, 
who  died  in  1876,  leaving  two  sons  and  one  daugh- 
ter. His  third  marriage  was  to  Miss  Amanda  E. 
M.  Casey,  a native  of  Floyd  County,  Ga. , born  in 
1844,  and  the  daughter  of  John  A.  and  Emily  J. 
Casey,  natives  of  Georgia,  who  moved  from  there 
in  1844,  to  Atalla  County,  Miss. , where  they  re- 
sided until  1860,  when  they  removed  to  Lawrence 
Countv.  Ark.  There  Mrs.  Casey  died  in  1SS0.  and 
Mr.  Casey  died  in  Scott  County  the  same  \ ear. 
He  was  a blacksmith  by  trade.  In  1S50  Mr. 
Dulany  united  with  the  Missionary  Baptist  Church, 
and  eight  years  later  was  licensed  to  preach.  In 
1860  he  was  ordained,  and  since  1858  he  has  been 
constantly  in  the  field.  Ho  now  has  charge  of  the 
church  at  Mount  Carmal,  Howard  County,  and 
Union  and  Damascus  Churches  in  Sevier  County. 
In  1861  he  joined  the  sixty-day  service  with  ids 
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father,  but  after  a short  service  in  Kentucky,  he 
was  taken  sick  and  discharged,  lie  had  tive  broth- 
ers in  the  Confederate  army.  Iu  1870  Mr.  Dulany 
came  to  Sevier  County,  Ark.,  where  he  has  since 
resided.  He  is  also  the  owner  of  1 10  acres  of  land. 
In  politics  lie  is  a Democrat,  and  socially  he  is  a 
member  of  the  A.  F.  & A.  M. , demitted  from  Ful- 
ton, Miss.  By  his  present  wife  Mr.  Dulany  has 
two  sons  and  three  daughters. 

W.  K.  Dollarhide,  sheriff,  Lockesburg,  Ark. 
This  gentleman  owes  his  nativity  to  Sevier  County. 
Ark.,  where  his  birth  occurred  December  28,  184-5, 
and  is  the  son  of  James  S.  and  Mary  (King)  Dol- 
larhide. James  S.  Dollarhide  was  a native  of  Ken- 
tucky, and  when  six  years  of  age  he  accompanied 
his  father,  James,  Sr.,  to  New  Orleans.  He  went 
from  there  by  flatboat  to  Pine  Prairie,  Lafayette 
County,  and  from  there  overland  to  Sevier  County 
in  182-1.  James  Dollarhide  died  while  on  the 
river.  James  S.,  Jr.,  after  six  years  of  age,  ■ was 
reared  in  this  county, and  when  quite  a young  man 
married  Miss  King.  To  his  first  and  second  mar- 
riages were  born  twenty-two  children,  nine  chil- 
dren by  his  first  wife- — four  sons  and  five  daughters 
— and  seven  sons  and  six  daughters  by  his  second 
wife.  Three  of  the  sons  are  in  this  county,  and  all, 
with  the  exception  of  one  daughter,  are  in  the  State. 
The  father  went  with  Gov.  Yell  as  first  lieuten- 
ant in  the  Mexican  War.  and  served  with  gallantry 
and  distinction  during  that  time.  Pie  is  now  re- 
siding in  Rocky  Comfort,  Little  lliver  County. 
After  marriage,  he  sold  goods  for  some  time,  and 
afterward  was  engaged  in  tilling  the  soil.  He 
filled  many  prominent  positions  of  trust,  viz.  : Sher- 
iff, county  judge,  represented  Sevier  County  in 
the  Legislature  and  was  a member  of  the  Seceding 
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Legislature  in  1801.  Pie  is  a Democrat  in  politics 
and  socially  is  a Mason.  W.  K.  Dollarhide  en- 
joyed good  educational  advantages,  and  was  almost 
the  whole  time  in  the  school-room,  up  to  the  break- 
ing out  of  the  late  war.  In  the  summer  of  1802 
he  joined  the  Confederate  army,  Nineteenth  Arkan- 
sas Infantry,  and  was  in  the  Trans-Mississippi  De- 
partment. On  account  of  sickness  he  was  dis- 
charged after  five  months’  service,  but  after  being 
out  several  months,  he  joined  McKean’s  company, 
aud  was  in  service  on  the  west  side  of  the  river. 
He  was  at  Fort  Smith,  Backbone  Mountain.  Prai- 
rie du  Chien,  Poison  Springs,  Mark’s  Mill  and  was 
with  Gen.  Price  in  his  raid  through  Missouri;  he 
held  the  rank  of  orderly  sergeant.  After  the  col- 
lapse of  the  Confederacy  he  came  home,  and  after 
tilling  the  soil  for  one  season,  came  in  September 
to  Paraelifta  and  clerked  for  Mrs.  Gillian  until 
September,  1807.  He  then  went  to  Ultima  Thule, 


where  he  remained  until  1885,  and  on  March  19, 
18S5,  lie  was  burned  out.  He  then  opened  up  bus- 
iness iu  Chapel  .Hill  and  in  1886  was  elected  sheriff 
of  the  county.  He  afterward  came  to  Lockes- 
burg. was  re-elected  in  1888,  and  now  bolds  that 
position.  He  has  been  twice  married;  first,  to  Miss 
Kate  Coulter,  daughter  of  Mathew  Coulter,  August 
9,  1872.  Four  children  were  born  to  this  union. 
Mrs.  Dollarhide  died  May  20.  1SS7.  On  October 
1,  1889,  lie  espoused  Miss  Alline  Mitchell,  of  Se- 
vier County.  He  and  wife  are  members  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  South.  Mr.  Dollar- 
hide has'  been  a member  of  the  Masonic  fraternity 
since  1871,  and  in  his  political  views  affiliates  with 
the  Democratic  party. 

Hilliard  H.  Estes,  miller  and  ginner,  Browns- 
town,  Ark.  Mr.  Estes  was  boru  in  Gwinnett  Coun- 
ty. Ga.,  in  1835,  and  is  the  son  of  Eli  O.  and  Fan- 
nie (Rakestraw)  Estes,  the  former  born  in  South 
Carolina  about  1800,  and  the  latter  in  Georgia  in 
1S1  2.  The  parents  were  married  in  the  last-named 
State,  and  there  resided  until  1870,  when  they 
came  to  Sevier  County.  Here  the  father  died  in 
1887.  Pie  was  a farmer  and  the  son  of  Joshua 
Estes,  who  was  also  a farmer  and  a native  of  North 
Carolina.  The  latter  died  in  P’orsythe  County, 
Ga.  The  maternal  grandfather,  William  Rake- 
straw. was  of  Irish  descent,  and  was  a successful 
tiller  of  the  soil.  He  died  in  Gwinnett  County, 
Ga.  He  was  justice  of  the  peace  for  a number  of 
years,  and  was  a Revolutionary  soldier.  The 
mother  of  our  subject  is  still  living,  and  is  a mem- 
ber of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  Hilliard 
H.  Estes,  the  second  of  ten  children,  four  now 
living,  was  reared  to  the  duties  of  the  farm,  and 
received  a fair  education  in  the  country  schools. 
When  twenty-one  years  of  age  he  commenced 
farming  for  himself,  and  Avhen  the  war  broke  out 
he  enlisted  in  the  Confederate  army.  Company  D, 
Thirty-eighth  Georgia  Infantry,  the  Army  of  Vir- 
ginia. under  Stonewall  Jackson,  and  fought  at 
Malvern  Hill,  Second  Manassas,  Gaines  Farm 
(where  he  was  wounded),  Fredericksburg,  Gettys- 
burg, Winchester  and  Chancellorsville,  etc.  He 
was  severely  wounded  and  was  disabled  for  several 
months.  After  recovering  he  joined  Graham’s 
battery  as  a lieutenant,  and  served  until  the  close 
of  the  war  iu  Georgia,  Tennessee  and  Alabama. 
He  fought  at  Athens  and  Georgetown,  Term.,  and 
at  Tunnel  Hill,  Ga.  He  surrendered  at  Atlanta, 
returned  home,  and  in  180(3  came  to  Clark  County, 
Ark.,  where  he  remained  until  1870.  He  then 
moved  to  Sevier  County,  where  he  married  in  1871 
Miss  Sarah  Elizabeth,  a native  of  Pike  County, 
and  the  daughter  of  James  aud  Catherine  Gentry, 
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natives,  respectively,  of  Arkansas  and  Alabama. 
Mr.  Gentry  was  a soldier  in  the  late  war.  Pie  was 
a farmer,  and  died  in  Sevier  County  about  1884. 
His  wife  is  now  living.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Estes 
were  born  six  children,  two  sons  and  one  daughter 
now  living.  Mrs.  Estes  died  in  May,  1SS2,  in  fall 
communion  with  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 
Mr.  Estes  has  operated  a gin  for  many  years  in 
connection  with  farming,  and  he  is  also  the  owner 
of  a house  in  Brownstown.  where  he  has  resided 
for  some  time.  In  his  political  views  he  is  a Dem- 
ocrat, and  his  first  presidential  vote  was  for  James 
Buchanan  in  1856.  He  has  been  a member  of  the 
Masonic  fraternity  for  twenty-two  years,  now  be- 
longing to  Ben  Lomond  Lodge,  of  which  he  is  a 
charter  member. 

Newton  P.  Floyd  is  a leading  planter  of  Sevier 
county,  but  was  born  in  South  Carolina,  November 
19, 1835,  his  parents,  Andros  and  Lucinda  Floyd,  be- 
ing natives  of  that  State  also,  the  former's  birth  oc- 
curring in  1808  and  the  latter’s  in  1812.  A family 
of  nine  children  blessed  their  union,  the  following  of 
whom  are  still  living:  Harrison, Ferdinand,  in  South 
Carolina,  and  Newton  P. . Knuland  and  Fletcher,  re- 
siding in  Sevier  and  Howard  Counties,  Ark.  The 
father  was  a planter,  and  died  in  1876,  his  widow  still 
surviving  him.  and  making  her  home  with  her  son. 
Harrison.  She  is  a member  of  the  Bapt  ist  Church. 
Newton  P.  Floyd  was  educated  in  the  schools  of  his 
native  State,  and  at  the  age  of  twenty -one  years  be- 
gan farming  on  a small  scale  for  himself,  and  was 
married  there  in  1856,  his  wife  being  a Miss  Laura 
Little,  also  born  in  the  Palmetto  State.  A family  or 
twelve  children  have  been  born  to  them:  Jones, 

Fannie  (deceased),  Robert,  James,  Richard.  Ferdi- 
nand, John  (deceased).  Delia  (deceased),  Lizzie, 
Mamie,  Charley  (deceased),  and  Laura  (deceased). 
Mr.  Floyd  was  so  unfortunate  as  to  lose,  his  wife 
in  February,  1882,  and  two  years  later  he  espoused 
Miss  Mary  Graves,  the  latter’s  birth  occurring  in 
Arkansas.  This  union  has  resulted  in  the  birth  of 
four  children:  Nettie,  Simon  P. , Willie  B.  and 

Perry  C.  Mr.  Floyd’s  farm  comprises  310  acres, 
100  of  which  are  under  cultivation,  on  which  he 
has  resided  since  1866.  when  he  came  thither  from 
his  native  State.  He  is  member  of  the  Agricult- 
ural Wheel,  has  been  president  of  his  lodge,  and  he 
and  Mrs.  Floyd  are  members  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  South.  He  has  held  the  posi- 
tion of  county  assessor  for  two  years,  and  during 
1876  to  1 877  he  represented  his  county  in  the  Gen- 
eral Assembly  of  the  State,  a position  he  filled  in  a 
very  satisfactory  manner. 

William  Gortnev,  farmer  and  stock-raiser. 
Chapel  Hill.  Ark.  Thi  s well  known,  representative  i 


farmer  of  Sevier  County  was  born  in  Franklin 
County,  Ga.,  in  .1824,  and  is  the  fourth  of  six 
children  born  to  his  parents.  He  early  became 
familiar  with  farm  life,  and  his  educational  attain  - 
montp  were  of  a rather  limited  order.  At  the  age 
of  nineteen  years  he  began  life  as  a farm  hand,  and 
continued  this  for  a few  years.  He  was  married 
in  Itawamba  County,  Miss. , when  twenty-two  years 
of  age  to  Miss  Keziah  A.  Ayers,  a native  of  Harde- 
i man  County,  Tenn. , and  the  daughter  of  Jon- 
athan and  Susan  Ayers,  formerly  of  Tennessee. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ayers  moved  to  Itawamba  County, 
Miss.. but  In  about  1857  came  to  Southeast  Arkan- 
sas. Mrs.  Gortnev  died  some  two  years  after  the 
war,  leaving  four  children:  Isabella  (wife  of  Rev. 
Alex  Lausman,  a Presbyterian  minister),  Abigail 
(wife  of  Glen  Hollingsworth,  of  Red  River  County, 
Tex. ),  George  and  Alex.  Mr.  Gortnev’ s second  mar- 
riage occurred  about  1868  to  Mrs.  Matilda  Green- 
wood. daughter  of  Finis  Robinson,  a native  of  Ken- 
tucky.but  a very  early  settler  of  Sevier  County. where 
Mi's.  Gortney  was  born;  when  a little  girl  she  was 
taken  by  her  parents  to  the  frontier  of  Texas. 
They  afterward  returned,  and  died  in  Sevier  Coun- 
ty, the  father  during  the  war.  In  1859  Mr.  Gort- 
ney came  to  Sevier  County, where  he  has  since  re- 
sided for  the  past  twenty-two  years  on  his 
present  farm,  consisting  of  about  600  acres.  He  is 
a very  industrious  man,  and  all  his  property  is  the 
result  of  his  own  exertions.  He  has  about  200 
acres  under  cultivation,  and  is  a first-class  tiller  of 
the  soil.  His  father  and  grandfather  before  him 
were  very  industrious  men,  but  had  little  educa- 
tion. In  July,  1861,  Mr.  Gortney  joined  Com- 
pany K,  Nineteenth  Arkansas  Infantry,  and  in  Jan- 
uary, 1S63,  he  was  captured  at  Arkansas  Post  and 
imprisoned  at  Camp  Douglas,  111.,  for  several 
months  In  the  spring  of  1864  he  was  taken  to 
City  Point.  Ya..  exchanged  and  rejoined  his  com- 
pany at  Petersburg,  ’\  a.  From  there  he  went  to 
Tennessee  and  was  captain  at  Tullahoma,  Tenn., 
in  the  summer  of  1864,  and  imprisoned  at  Louis- 
ville until  shortly  before  the  close  of  the  war, when 
he  took  the  oath  of  allegiance.  He  then  returned 
to  his  family  in  Sevier  County.  He  is  a member  of 
the  Wheel,  and  in  his  political  views  is  Democratic. 
He  and  wife  are  members  of  the  Cumberland  Pres- 
byterian Church.  His  first  wife  was  a member  of 
the  Missionary  Baptist  Church.  His  parents,  Will- 
iam and  Polly  (Bennett)  Gortney,  removed  from 
Georgia  to  Itawamba  County, Miss,  .and  from  there 
to  Tishomingo  County,  where  they  died  soon  after. 
Both  were  members  of  the  Hardshell  Baptist 
Churcln  The  father  had  a limited  education,  but 
became  a well-to-do  farmer.  His  father,  \\  illiam 
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Gortney,  who  was  probably  born  in  Ireland,  resid- 
ed in  Georgia  for  many  years,  but  died  in  Missis- 
sippi. He  was  a young  man  during  the  Revolu- 
tionary War.  The  maternal  grandfather,  Thomas 
Bennett,  was  a farmer  and  died  in  Tennessee.  Our 
subject’s  father  was  twice  married,  his  first  wife 
being  the  mother  of  William. 

Col.  Thomas  F.  Gwinn.  farmer  and  notary 
public,  Ben  Lomond,  Ark.  Of  the  many  thorough- 
going and  enterprising  sons  of  toil  now  residing  in 
Sevier  County,  none  are  more  deserving  of  mention 
than  Col.  Thomas  F.  Gwinn,  who  was  born  in 
Dallas  County,  Ala. . in  1831 . His  parents.  William 
and  Susan  (Beard)  Gwinn,  were -natives  of  Alabama, 
where  they  were  married  and  spent  their  entire 
lives,  the  father  dying  in  1833  and  the  mother  in 
1S37.  The  father  was  a farmer,  and  also  followed 
merchandising  for  many  years.  The  paternal 
grandfather.  Isham  Gwinn,  was  born  in  the  Buck- 
eye State,  aud  was  of  Irish  descent.  He  died  in 
Alabama.  The  maternal  grandfather.  John  Beard, 
a native  of  Tennessee  and  of  English  descent, 
also  died  in  Alabama.  Col.  Thomas  F.  Gwinn,  the 
youngest  of  eleven  children — three  sons  and  eight 
daughters — divided  his  time  in  early  life  between, 
assisting  on  the  farm  and  in  attending  the  common 
schools,  where  he  received  a good  practical  educa- 
tion. He  then  attended  college  at  Elton  and  Tus- 
caloosa, and  afterward  taught  school  for  twenty 
years.  He  was  also  a merchant,  and  sold  books,  etc. 
In  1850  he  went  to  Bossier  Parish,  La.,  spent  two 
years  there,  and  then  went  to  Southwestern  Arkan- 
sas, where  he  has  lived  in  Lafayette,  Hempstead, 
Little  River  and  Sevier  Counties.  In  1801  he 
joined  Company  E,  Eleventh  Arkansas  Infantry, 
and  spent  the  first  year  in  .Missouri  and  Kentucky. 
He  was  captured  at  Island  No.  10.  and  spent  about 
seven  months  in  prison  at  Camp  Douglas.  Chicago, 
111.  After  being  released  he  served  in  the  mounted 
infantry,  and  was  judge  advocate  and  postmaster 
of  the  regiment,  operating  in  Louisiana  and  Missis- 
sippi. He  surrendered  at  Lewisville,  Ark.  In 
1800  he  was  married  in  Little  River  County,  to 
Mrs.  Nancy  Reeves,  a native  of  Missouri,  born  in 
1822,  and  the  daughter  of  James  and  Rebecca 
Hohman,  who  were  born  respectively  in  Kentucky 
and  Maryland.  In  1820  her  parents  came  to 
Hempstead  County,  Ark.,  and  from  there  moved 
to  Sevier  County,  where  they  remained  until  1813. 
and  then  moved  to  Paris,  Tex.  There  Mrs.  Hoh- 
man died  in  1857,  and  Mr.  Hohman  in  1870.  at  the 
age  of  ninety -six  years.  He  once  represented 
Hempstead  County  in  the  Legislature.  By  her 
first  husband,  R.  A.  LL  Green,  Mrs.  Gwinn  had 
one  daughter.  Catherine,  who  is  the  wife  of  B.  ]•'. 


Forney,  an  attorney  at  Hope.  Since  1872  Col. 
Gwinn  has  lived  in  Sevier  County,  where  he  has  a 
good  farm  of  100  acres  near  Ben  Lomond.  In 
1874  and  1875  he  was  superintendent  of  public  in- 
struction of  Sevier  County,  aud  afterward  held 
the  position  of  justice  of  the  peace  for  four  years. 
He  was  once  special  deputy  of  the  Grange,  and 
since  1887  he  has  been  notary  public.  In  politics 
he  is  strictly  Democratic,  and  his  first  presidential 
vote  was  cast  for  Franklin  Pierce  in  1852.  He 
has  been  a member  of  the  A.  F.  & A.  M.  since 
1 861,  but  is  now  non-affiliating.  He  has  been  a 
Royal  Arch  Mason  since  1863,  the  Chapter  being  m 
-Columbia  County.  Mrs.  Gwinn  is  a member  of  the 
Presbyterian  Church. 

James  Hendricks,  farmer,  Chapel  Hill,  Ark. 
Georgia  has  furnished  to  Sevier  County  a number 
of  representative  men,  and  among  them  might  be 
mentioned  James  Hendricks,  who  was  born  m Bul- 
loch County,  of  that  State,  in  182o.  His  parents, 
Wiley  and  Cynthia  ( Weathers)  Hendricks,  were 
also  natives  of  Georgia,  the  father  born  in  Bul- 
loch County  in  1799,  and  the  mother  in  Burke 
County  in  1805.  The  parents  were  married  in 
Screven  County,  but  afterward  settled  in  Bulloch 
County,  where  the  father  died  April  3,  1858.  The 
mother  died  two  years  later.  Both  were  members 
of  the  Primitive  Baptist  Church  for  many  years. 
Mr.  Hendricks  was  a well-to-do  farmer,  and  was 
the  owner  of  3.000  acres  of  land.  He  also  carried 
on  the  blacksmith’s  trade.  He  was  a member  of  the 
A.  F.  & A.  M.  The  paternal  grandfather  of  our 
subject,  Daniel  Hendricks,  was  born  in  North  Car- 
olina, was  married  there,  but  died  iu  Bulloch 
County,  of  which  he  was  a resident  for  manyr 
years.  He  was  of  \\  elsh  descent.  The  maternal 
grandfather,  James  Weathers,  was  a native  of 
Burke  County,  Ga.,  and  there  tilled  the  soil  until 
his  death.  Of  the  twelve  children  born  to  his  par- 
ents, James  Hendricks  was  the  second  in  order  of 
birth.  He  was  reared  on  the  farm,  received  his 
education  in  the  common  schools,  and  at  twenty- 
two  years  of  age  started  out  to  fight  life’s  battles 
for  himself.  He  was  married  in  1848  to  Miss 
Mary  Woods,  whose  parents,  Joshua  and  Susan 
M oods,  were  originally  from  Bulloch  County,  Ga. , 
where  they  passed  their  last  days,  the  father  en- 
o- amid  in  farming.  Mrs.  Hendricks  was  born  in 
Bulloch,  Ga. , and  by  her  marriage  became  the 
mother  of  eleven  children,  seven  sons  and  three 
daughters  now  living.  Mr.  Hendricks  resided  in 
Bulloch  County  until  1888,  when  he  came  to  Se- 
vier County,  Ark.,  and  located  three  miles  south  of 
Chapel  Hill  on  100  acres  of  land.  Prior  to  the 
war  he  was  justice  of  the  peace  for  thirteen  years. 
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but  resigned  to  go  into  the  army.  He  enlisted  in 
ISO  1 in  Company  I,  Ninth  Georgia  Infantry,  as 
corporal,  was  afterward  made  orderly  sergeant, 
and  finally  first  lieutenant.  He  was  in  the  Yir- 
I ginia  army,  was  in  the  first  and  second  battles  of 
Manassas,  seven  days’  fight  in  front  of  Richmond, 
and  three  days  at  Gettysburg,  Fredericksburg, 
Antiotam,  Chickamauga,  siege  of  Knoxville,  and 
in  the  battle  of  the  YYilderness,  etc.  He  was  twice 
wounded,  and  just  before  the  close  of  the  war  was 
elected  sheriff  of  Bulloch  County.  He  returned 
home  and  served  two  terms  of  four  years  in  that 
capacity.  He  is  a Democrat  in  politics,  and  cast 
his  first  presidential  vote  for  Taylor  in  1S4S.  He 
has  been  a member  of  the  Masonic  fraternity  for 
thirty  years. 

Judge  Thomas  J.  King,  county  and  probate 
judge  of  Sevier  County,  and  one  of  the  progressive 
farmers  and  stock-raisers  of  the  county,  was  born 
in  Cass  (now  Bartow)  County,  Ga.,  November  30, 
1845,  and  is  the  seventh  of  nine  children,  the  re- 
sult of  the  union  of  John  H.  and  Belinda  C. 
(Perkerson)  King.  The  father  was  born  in  South 
Carolina,  January  20,  1800.  and  moved  from  there 
to  Georgia,  where  he  made  his  home  until  1858. 
i He  then  moved  to  Sevier  County  and  purchased 
a small  farm  near  the  present  site  of  Lockesburg. 
There  his  death  occurred  in  the  fall  of  IS 05. 
He  was  a mechanic  by  occupation.  For  a num- 
ber of  years  he  held  the  office  of  justice  of  the  peace, 
and  other  local  positions  of  trust.  Socially  he  was 
a member  of  the  Masonic  fraternity.  His  father, 
YYilliam  King,  was  a farmer  and  died  in  Georgia. 
The  mother  of  Judge  King  was  a member  of  the 
I Methodist  Church  for  many  years,  and  died  in 
1878.  Judge  King’s  brother,  William  John,  died 
in  Sebastian  County  during  the  war  while  serving 
as  a private  in  the  Confederate  army.  The  Judge 
was  reared  near  where  Lockesburg  now  stands, 
assisted  on  the  farm,  and  received  his  education  in 
the  common  schools.  When  eighteen  years  of 
age  he  joined  Company  G,  Twelfth  Arkansas  Cav- 
alry, but  dismounted  in  Arkansas.  He  took  part 
in  several  severe  skirmishes.  He  disbanded  at 
Marshall,  Tex.,  at  the  close  of  the  war,  and  re- 
turned to  his  home,  where  he  engaged  in  tilling  the 
soil.  He  was  married  in  1808  to  Miss  Mary  J. 
Moser,  a native  of  Mississippi,  born  in  1848,  and 
the  daughter  of  Anderson  and  Jane  M.  Moser,  na- 
tives of  Alabama  and  South  Carolina,  and  born  in 
1820  and  lS2lJ,  respectively.  Air.  and  Mrs. 
Mos  er  were  married  in  Mississippi,  and  in  1858 
removed  to  Smith  County.  Tex.,  and  ip  1805  to' 
Sevier  County,  where  they  remained  until  1808. 
From  there  they  moved  to  Hempstead  County,  and 


j the  same  year  to  Pulaski  County,  where  they  still 
; make  their  home.  Both  are  members  of  the  Bap- 
j tist  Church.  The  father  was  a farmer,  and  served 
as  justice  of  the  peace  in  Pulaski  County  for  some 
j time.  To  Judge  and  Mrs.  King  were  born  eight 
j children,  three  sons  and  two  daughters  now  living. 

I Judge  King  has  been  living  near  Lockesburg; 
i but  for  the  past  three  years  he  has  resided  in  that 
i town,  where  be  has  a good  home.  He  is  also 
' the  owner  of  224  acres  in  different  tracts.  He 
i served  six  years  as  justice  of  the  peace,  and  then,  in 
: 1886,  was  elected  county  judge,  and  re-elected  in 
! 1888.  He  is  a man  of  sound  judgment,  broad 
intelligence  and  liberal,  progressive  ideas.  A 
Democrat  in  politics,  his  vote  was  cast  for  H.  Sey- 
mour, in  1868.  He  has  been  a member  of  the 
Masonic  fraternity,  Belleville  Lodge  No.  35,  at 
Lockesburg,  since  twenty-one  years  of  age.  and  has 
held  nearly  all  the  offices  in  the  same..  He  is  now 
W.  M.  in  the  Blue  Lodge  and  high  priest  of  Para- 
j clifta  Chapter  No.  18,  also  belonging  to  the  Coun- 
cil. He  and  Airs.  King  are  members  of  the  Cum- 
berland Presbyterian  Church. 

Paschal  S.  Ivinsworthy,  merchant,  Brownstown, 

| Ark.  This  young  but  wide-awake  business  man 
j established  his  business  at  Brownstown  in  1882, 

; and  carries  a stock  of  goods  valued  at  83, COO,  with 
annual  sales  of  about  820,000.  He  was  born  in 
Little  River  County.  Ark.,  in  1861.  and  his  father. 
Burton  H.  Ivinsworthy.  was  a native  of  YYashing- 
ton.  Ark.,  born  in  1828.  The  mother,  whose 
maiden  name  was  Rebecca  J.  Coulter,  was  born  in 
Howard  County,  Ark.,  in  1838.  The  parents  were 
married  near  Nashville,  and  soon  after  settled  at 
| Brownstown.  where  the  father  followed  merchan- 
i dising  until  the  opening  of  the  war.  He  was  pro- 
| moted  to  the  rank  of  major,  but  after  serving  a short 
time,  it  was  thought  that  his  services  were  more 
valuable  at  home,  as  he  owned  valuable  salt  lands 
on  the  Saline.  Here  he  manufactured  salt  for  the 
i Confederate  Government  for  some  time,  after 
which  he  went  to  Texas,  and  was  engaged  in  the 
same  business  there  until  cessation  of  hostilities. 
He  then  resided  a few  years  at  Shreveport.  La., 
engaged  in  merchandising  and  jobbing,  after  which 
lie  came  to  Brownstown  and  engaged  in  the  land 
business.  He  was  one  of  the  most  prominent,  citi- 
zens of  the  county,  and  as  such  was  respected  and 
i esteemed  by  all.  He  died  on  January  20,  18  t j, 
while  on  a business  trip  to  Lafayette  County.  At 
that  time  he  was  a land  speculator  and  farmer. 
He  was  a Democrat,  and  a very  prominent  man  in 
j politics.  A few  days  before  he  was  twenty-one 
vears  of  ago.  he  was  elected  clerk  of  Sevier  County, 
and  served  four  years.  He  was  also  a member  of 


. 


_ 


' 


220 


1 1 1 STO  UT  OF  ARKANSAS. 


the  Constitutional  Convention  of  1874.  - At  the 
breaking  out  of  the  war  he  was  worth  probably 
$125,000,  and  was  a good  business  man  and  finan- 
cier. Socially  he  was  a member  of  the  A.  F.  & A. 
M. , and  the  I.  O.  O.  F.  Tire  paternal  grandfather 
of  our  subject,  Ezekiel  Kinsworthy,  was  probably 
born  in  the  Blue  Grass  State.  When  about  twen- 
ty-one years  of  age,  he  came  to  Washington  County. 
Ark.,  and  soon  after  to  Hempstead  County,  where 
he  was  one  of  the  pioneers  and  prominent  citizens. 
He  once  represented  that  county  in  the  Legisla- 
ture, and  during  the  Mexican  War  raised  -a  com- 
pany, of  which  he  was  made  captain,  but  it  was 
not  called  into  service.  He  afterward  removed  to 
Sevier  County,  where  his  death  occurred.  He  was 
a successful  farmer.  His  father  was  a native  of 
South  Carolina,  and  of  English  descent.  He  served 
in  the  Revolutionary  War  under  Gen.  Gates.  He 
was  one  of  seven  brothers,  two  of  whom  went  South, 
two  West,  two  to  Missouri,  and  one  was  killed  'in 
the  Seminole  War.  One  of  the  two  who  went  to 
j Missouri  was  the  great-grandfather  of  our  sub- 
ject. He  died  in  that  State.  The  maternal  grand- 
father of  our  subject,  William  Coulter,  was  a 
very  early  settler  of  what  is  now  Howard  County, 
Ark.,  where  he  died.  The  mother  of  Paschal 
is  now  living  at  Arlcadelphia,  and  is  fifty-two  years 
of  age.  She  is  a member  of  the  Baptist  Church, 
j Of  the  ten  children  born  to  her  marriage,  seven 
are  now  living:  W.  E.,  E.  B.,  J.  H. , O.  D.,  Mary 
E.  and  Pearl.  Paschal  S.  Kinsworthy  was  reared 
i on  a farm,  educated  in  the  country  schools,  and 
also  attended  two  years  at  Mineral  Springs  Acad- 
emy. He  began  his  career  as  a merchant  when 
| eighteen  years  of  age,  and  besides  this  is  the  owner 
of  940  acres  of  land.  He  is  a Democrat  in  politics, 
and  his  first,  vote  was  cast  for  Grover  Cleveland  in 
18S4. 

D.  C.  Ladd,  Jr.,  is  a native-born  resident  of 
Sevier  County,  Ark.,  his  birth  occurring  February 
20.  1800,  and  he  has  always  devoted  his  attention 
to  farming,  his  first  knowledge  of  this  business  be- 
ing obtained  on  his  father's  farm.  He  was  the  eld- 
est of  eight,  children — six  sons  and  two  daughters— 
born  to  D.  C.  and  Iiermyan  (Taylor)  Ladd,  both 
natives  of  this  State.  His  advantages  for  acquir- 
ing an  education  were  somewhat  limited,  and  his 
boyhood  and  early  manhood  were  passed  on  his 
| • father’s  farm.  Ho  then  began  following  the  same 
occupation  for  himself,  and  at  the  age  of  twenty- 
live  years  he  went  to  Lamar  County.  Tex.,  where 
he  farmed  two  years  longer.  During  his  residence 
in  the  Lone  Star  State  his  health  had  greatly 
improved,  and  after  his  return  to  his  old  home  in 
Arkansas  he  was  appointed  to  the  position  of  deputy 


sheriff,  an  oilice  he  has  held  by  re-election  ever 
since.  He  has  followed  mining  in  Antimony  City, 
has  been  in  business  in  Nashville,  and  in  January, 
1890,  became  oue  of  the  wide-awake  business 
men  of  Silver  City.  July  22,  1881,  his  union  to  -j 
Miss  Mary  Hankins  was  consummated,  and  they 
are  now  the  parents  of  four  bright  little  boys:  James. 
Walter,  Edward  and  Roy.  Considering  the  fact 
that  Mr.  Ladd  is  still  a comparatively  young  man 
and  that  he  began  for  himself  with  but  little  means, 
liis  life  has  not  been  an  unsuccessful  one,  and  he  is 
I now  comfortably  fixed,  financially.  He  is  a Demo- 
crat, politically. 

J.  S.  Lake,  attorney  at  law,  Lockesburg,  and 
a member  of  the  representative  law  firm  of  Collins 
& Lake,  was  born  in  'West  Tennessee  on  April 
1,  1861,  and  is  the  son  of  James  C.  and  Mary 
(Siler)  Lake,  both  natives  also  of  that  State.  The 
paternal  grandfather,  Benjamin  Lake,  was  one  of 
the  early  settlers  of  Tennessee,  his  father  coming 
from  England  in  colonial  days.  Benjamin  was  in 
the  War  of  1812,  was  also  in  the  Indian  wars  and 
: in  the  war  with  Mexico.  James  C.  Lake  is  now 
residing  at  Brunswick,  Tenn. , but  his  wife  died  in 
! S66.  They  reared  t hree  children — two  sons  and  a 
; daughter.  One  of  the  sons,  Benjamin,  died  in 
September,  1884,  at  the  age  of  twenty-six  years. 
The  daughter.  Lillie,  is  the  wife  of  Mr.  Rigsby, 
and  resides  at  Brunswick,  Tenn.  J.  S.  Lake  grew 
to  manhood  in  the  State  of  his  birth,  and  attended 
; school  at  Salem  Academy  near  Brunswick.  He 
began  the  study  of  his  profession  in  Perryville, 
Perry  County,  Ark.,  under  J.  F.  Sellers  of  that 
i place,  and  remained  with  him  about  two  years. 

! After  passing  his  examination  there  he  was  ad- 
mitted to  the  bar  by  Judge  J.  B.  Wood,  and  then 
formed  a partnership  with  R.  J.  White,  with  whom 
s he  remained  until  1888.  He  then  came  to  Lockes- 
burg, and  located  here  permanently.  In  January, 
1883,  he  was  married  to  Miss  Fannie  White,  of 
I Perry  County,  who  died  September  4,  1884.  Since 
settling  at  this  point,  and  especially  since  be- 
| coming  a member  of  the  present  firm,  as  men- 
tioned above,  he  has  enjoyed  a lucrative  practice. 

: Having  become  thoroughly  identified  with  the  in- 
terests  of  the  county,  he  is  among  the  brightest 
lights  of  his  profession.  A close  student,  he  is 
devoted  to  his  books.  He  takes  an  active  part  in 
local  polities  and  votes  with  the  Democratic  party. 

Alex  Little  is  a practical,  go-ahead  farmer  and 
! stock-raiser,  and  fully  appreciates  the  comforts  of 
a competence  gained  by  individual  efforts.  His 
birth  occurred  in  1831,  in  Carroll  County,  Ga.. 
but  Iris  father,  Theophilus  Little,  was  a South 
Carolinian,  born  July  20,  1810.  He  was  married, 
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in  his  native  State,  to  Miss  Martha  Lowry,  and  a 
short  time  after  his  marriage  he  removed  to 
Georgia,  where  he  made  his  home  until  1861,  at 
which  time  he  took  up  his  abode  in  Texas,  coming 
after  the  cessation  of  hostilities  to  Sevier  County, 
Ark.  After  living  here  three  years,  they  removed 
to  Crawford  County,  where  the  father  closed  his 
eyes  in  death,  March  26,  1875.  His  widow  re- 
turned to  South  Carolina  and  died  in  July,  1888, 
having  been  a member  of  the  Missionary  Baptist 
Church  for  sixty  years,  her  husband  having  been 
connected  with  that  denomination  for  forty-six  or 
forty-seven  years.  He  was  a farmer  and  stock- 
raiser,  and  a son  of  Josiah  Little,  who  was  prob- 
ably born  in  South  Carolina,  and  died  in  Carroll 
County,  Ga. , where  he  had  tilled  the  office  of 
sheriff  for  many  years,  his  son,  Theophilus,  acting 
as  his  deputy.  The  maternal  grandfather,  Charles 
Lpwry,  was  born  in  Virginia,  and  died  in  Cass 
County,  Ga.,  about  1872.  at  the  age  of  eighty-two 
years.  He  was  a soldier  in  the  Mexican  War, 
was  wounded  several  times,  and  until  his  death 
carried  seven  bullets  in  his  body.  He  was  help- 
less for  many  years.  The  subject  of  this  sketch  is 
the  third  of  fourteen  children,  seven  sons  and 
four  daughters  now  living,  and  his  early  days 
were  spent  on  a farm  and  in  attending  the  com- 
mon schools.  At  the  age  of  twentv-ohe  years  he 
began  farming  for  himself,  but  in  1857  Margaret 
J.  Ferguson,  a daughter  of  Andrew  and  Dorothea 
Ferguson,  became  his  wife,  and  in  time  the  mother 
of  his  twelve  children,  live  of  whom  are  sons;  of 
these  three  daughters  and  five  sons  are  deceased. 
She  was  born  in  Calhoun  County,  Ga. , in  1839 
and  shortly  after  her  marriage,  and  about  the  same 
time  as  her  parents,  she  came  to  Sevier  County, 
Ark.  Her  father  died  in  Howard  County  in  1886, 
his  wife  dying  in  1877,  both  having  been  mem- 
bers of  long  standing  of  the  Missionary  Baptist 
Church.  Upon  coming  to  Sevier  County,  Ark. . 
Mr.  Little  settled  on  a farm  one  and  one-half 
miles  north  of  Lockesburg  and  there  now  owns  a 
line  farm  of  320  acres.  175  being  under  cultiva- 
tion. In  addition  t.o  tilling  the  soil  he  raises  con- 
siderable stock, and  has  become  well  known  through- 
out this  region  as  a successful  man  in  both  enter- 
prises. In  April,  1 S 6 1 , he  joined  the  Nineteenth 
Arkansas  Infantry,  and  served  almost  continuously 
until  the  close  of  the  war,  and  while  a nurse  in 
the  hospital  at  Little  Rock  he  was  captured,  but 
•soon  after  managed  to  effect  his  escape,  and  came 
to  Washington,  where  he  was  made  forage  master 
in  Gen.  Kirby  Smith’s  cavalry,  and  operated  in 
Southwest  Arkansas  and  Louisiana  until  the  close 
of  the  war.  He  surrendered  at  Marshall,  Tex., 


and  returned  home.  He  is  a Democrat;  has  been 
a member  of  the  A.  F.  & A.  M.  for  the  past  eight- 
een years,  and  he  and  his  wife  have  long  been 
members  of  the  Cumberland  Presbyterian  Church, 
their  two  eldest  children  being  also  members. 

John  W.  Locke,  merchant,  Lockesburg,  Ark. 
Mr.  Locke  is  one  of  the  leading  merchants  and 
prominent  citizens  of  Lockesburg.  He  began 
business  in  1880  with  his  brothers,  George  and  F. 
A.  Locke,  with  a stock  of  goods  invoicing' §3,000, 
and  continued  the  same  until  1883.  George  C. 
then  retired  from  Ihe  business,  at  which  time  they 
carried  a stbck  of  goods  valued  at  81.000.  In 
February,  1887,  John  AY.  Locke  bought  out  his 
brother,  and  has  since  conducted  business  for  him- 
self. He  now  carries  a stock  of  goods  valued  at 
over  84.000  and  does  a business  aggregating  about 
820.000  annually,  in  the  general  supply  and  fur- 
nishing line.  Mr.  Locke  was  born  on  February 
3,  1858,  and  is  the  son  and  fifth  child  of  J.  F. 
Locke.  He  grew  to  manhood  under  the  super- 
vision of  his  father,  and  worked  on  the  farm  until 
fifteen  years  of  age, when  he  decided  to  learn  the 
blacksmith’s  trade.  This  he  carried  on  for  three 
years,  after  which  he  concluded  to  return  to  the 
farm, where  his  time  was  fully  occupied  with  agri- 
cultural duties  until  1S80.  He  then  formed  a 
partnership  with  his  brothers  in  merchandising, 
and  has  made  a complete  success  of  this  business. 
In  addition  to  his  store  and  fine  dwelling,  lie  owns 
considerable  property  in  the  county.  December 
1,  1883,  he  led  to  the  altar  Miss  Mildred  Smith, 
of  Nashville,  Term.,  who  bore  him  two  children: 
Willie  and  Mamie.  Mr.  Locke  is  a Royal  Arch 
Mason,  having  been  identified  with  that  organiza- 
tion for  nine  years,  and  he  and  wife  are  members 
of  the  Methodist  Church. 

Alex.  Luther,  farmer  and  present  clerk  of 
Sevier  County,  was  originally  from  Georgia,  his 
birth  occurring  November  29,  1839,  and  is  the  son 
of  Frederick  and  Jane  (Bell)  Luther,  both  natives 
of  North  Carolina.  Frederick  was  the  son  of 
Solomon,  and  the  father  of  the  latter  was  a Revo- 
lutionary soldier.  The  Luther  family  is  of  German 
descent,  and  there  is  a strong  probability  that  the 
family  are  descendants  of  the  famous  Martin 
Luther.  Frederick  Luther  was  among  the  early 
settlers  of  Carroll  County,  G a. , but  moved  to  Ar- 
kansas in  1856,  and  there  he  and  wife  are  now  re- 
siding. They  reared  a family  of  eight  children, 
seven  of  whom  are  living  and  reside  in  Arkansas. 
Alex.  Luther  resided  in  Georgia  until  nearly  seven- 
teen years  of  age,  and  then  came  with  his  father's 
family  to  Arkansas.  While  in  Georgia  lie  at- 
tended the  subscription  schools,  received  a good 
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knowledge  of  ibe  common  branches,  and  remained 
with  liis  father  until  in  -July,  1861,  when  he  en- 
listed in  Company  O,  Twelfth  Arkansas  Infantry, 
Confederate  Volunteers.  Early  in  the  war  he  was 
at  Columbus,  Ky. , during  the  battle  of  Belmont, 
and  after  that  came  to  New  Madrid.  He  was 
captured  at  Island  No.  .10,  and  for  live  months 
enjoyed  a resting  spell  at  the  expense  of  Lncle 
Sam  in  Camp  Douglas,  111.  About  10.000  others 
enjoyed  this  privilege  with  him.  He  was  ex- 
changed at  Vicksburg,  Miss.,  in  July,  1.802,  re- 
organized at  Jackson,  Miss.,  where  he  was  elected 
; orderly  sergeant,  and  was  in  the  siege  of  Port 
j Hudson,  La.  He  was  captured  and  paroled  at 
Port  Hudson,  returned  home,  but  soon  after  was 
put  into  active  service  and  served  for  about  five 
months  in  the  mounted  infantry.  He  wTas  then  in 
the  Mark’s  Mill  engagement,  and  as  he  was  at  home, 
sick,  at  the  close  of  the  war  he  consequently  never 
surrendered*  After  the  war  Mr.  Luther  taught 
school  several  terms  and  also  served  as  dry  goods 
clerk  in  Lockesburg  for  some  time.  F or  the  last  ten 
or  twelve  years  he  has  been  engaged  in  agricultural 
pursuits.  In  188b  he  was  elected  clerk  of  the 
county  and  re-elected  in  1888,  and  at  this  writing 
he  is  before  the  people  for  re-election  as  clerk.  He 
has  been  twice  married;  first,  to  Miss  Melissa  J. 
Carlock  in  1860,  and  one  son  was  born  to  this 
union.  About  six  years  after  marriage  the  mother 
and  son  both  died.  In  1870  be  was  married  to 
Miss  Mary  E.  Harrison,  whose  ancestors  were  orig- 
inally from  Mississippi,  and  three  children  were 
born  to  this  union,  only  one  now'  living:  Lydia 
Belle,  who  is  four  years  of  age.  Politically  Mr. 
Luther  is  a Democrat,  but  is  conservative,  and 
socially  he  is  a member  of  the  Masonic  fraternity. 

Hon.  Warren  P.  McElroy,  farmer,  Ben  Lo- 
mond, Ark.  There  is  probably  no  man  within  the 
limits  of  Sevier  County  who  is  deserving  of  more 
credit  for  the  interest  he  has  taken  in  its  behalf 
than  Mr.  McElroy,  and  the  brief  facts  here  pre- 
sented indicate  to  more  than  an  ordinary  degree 
the  relations  which  he  has  borne  to  the  county’s 
development.  He  was  born  in  Lawrence  County, 
Miss.,  in  1834.  and  is  the  son  of  Wiley  and  Mary 
(Coulter)  McElroy.  The  father  was  a native  of 
Georgia,  was  married  in  Mississippi,  and  in  1835 
came  to  Sevier  County,  where  Mrs.  McElroy  died 
in  1840.  The  father  died  in  Hempstead  County 
in  1.850.  He  was  a tiller  of  the  soil.  The  paternal 
grandfather,  Giles  McElroy,  was  of  Scotch  descent, 
was  in  the  War  of  1812.  and  died  probably  in  Mis- 
sissippi. The  maternal  grandfather,  John  Coulter, 
came  from  -Mississippi  to  what  is  now  Howard  Coun- 
ty, at  an  early  day,  and  there  passed  his  last  days. 


I Hon.  Wrarren  P.  McElroy,  the  second  of  three 
I children,  was  trained  in  his  youth  to  farm  labor. 

| and  received  his  education  in  the  common  schools. 
He  led  to  the  altar  Miss  Mary  Kinsworthv,  on 
October  2,  1856,  and  six  children  were  the  result 
of  this  union,  two  sons  and  one  daughter  now  liv- 
ing. Mrs.  McElroy  was  born  in  Hempstead 
County.  Ark.,  and  was  the  daughter  of  Ezekial  and 
Brunetta  , Kinsworthv.  Mr.  Iiinsworthy  was  born 
in  Missouri  in  1805,  and  at  an  early  day  came 
to  Southwest  Arkansas,  where  he  became  a very 
prominent  man,  representing  Hempstead  County 
in  the  Legislature  at  one  time.  He  died  in  Sevier 
County.  Since  the  war  Mr.  McElroy  has  resided 
in  his  present  neighborhood,  and  is  the  owner  of 
200  acres  of  good  land.  He  has  closely  applied 
! himself  to  agricultural  pursuits,  and  with  what 
| success  may  be  inferred  from  a glance  at  his  pres- 
ent place.  July,  1801.  he  joined  H.  K.  Brown's 
company  of  Second  Arkansas  Infantry,  and  served 
about  four  months  as  lieutenant.  He  then  resigned 
and  joined  Jones’  company,  Nineteenth  Arkansas 
Infantry,  for  three  months,  and  after  being  dis- 
| charged  he  joined  the  artillery  of  Blocker’s  bat- 
| taliou,  in  which  he  served  until  the  close  of  the 
j war.  He  fought  at  Oak  Hill,  Helena  and  Jenkins’ 

| Ferry,  and  surrendered  at  Alexandria,  La.,  after 
about  four  years  of  hard  service  in  Missouri.  Ar- 
kansas and  Louisiana.  He  then  returned  to  farm 
j life.  He  is  an  active  member  of  the  Wheel,  is  one 
of  the  lecturers  of  that  order  in  Sevier  County. 
i and  was  at  one  time  president  of  the  Sevier  County 
"Wheel.  In  1888  he  was  elected  to  represent  the 
| Twenty-second  District,  including  Little  River, 
Sevier,  Polk  and  Howard  Counties,  in  the  State 
Senate,  and  served  with  credit  on  the  committee  on 
agriculture,  roads  and  highways,  etc.  Since  1859 
he  has  been  a Mason,  was  once  junior  warden,  but 
| is  now  non-affiliating.  He  is  a member  of  the 
Missionary  Baptist  Church.  His  wife  and  one  son 
and  daughter  are  members  of  the  Cumberland 
Presbyterian  Church. 

Capt.  John  G.  McKean,  local  Methodist  minis- 
ter and  farmer,  was  born  at  Ultima  Thule,  this 
county,  in  1837,  his  parents.  IIou.  Joseph  W. 
and  Lucy  D.  G.  (Kearney)  McKean,  being  natives 
of  Tennessee,  the  former  born  in  Nashville,  in  1799, 
and  the  latter  in  Columbia,  in  1S08.  They  were 
married  in  Tuscumbia,  Ala.,  in  1823,  and  after 
residing  there  for  a short  time  removed  to  Bolivar, 
j Tenn..  where  they  remained  until  1833.  They 
then  came  to  Aikansas,  settling  where  Ultima  Thule 
now  stands,  but  which  was  then  a wilderness,  and 
their  nearest  town  was  Washington,  Hempstead 
County.  They  arrived  on  the  first  steamboat  that 
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ever  came  xi]  > tire  Red  River,  and  were  among  the  j 
pioneers  of  Southwest  Arkansas.  There  they  passed  I 
the  closing  scenes  of  their  lives,  the  father  dying  in  I 
1851  and  the  mother  in  1877.  Both  were  mem-  j 
hers  of  the  Methodist  Church,  and  Mr.  McKean 
carried  on  merchandising  for  many  years;  was  also 
the  first  postmaster  at  Ultima  Thule.  He  was  j 
Government  commissary  agent  for  supplying  (he  ! 
Indians  for  many  years,  and  held  that  position  at  . 
the  time  of  his  death.  He  was  a member  of  the 
First  State  Constitutional  Convention  (1836)  from  j 
Sevier  County,  and  was  once  elected  to  the  State 
Senate.  He  was  a very  active  politician,  and  was 
an  intimate  friend  of  Gen.  Jackson  and  David 
Crockett  in  the  early  days  of  Tennessee.  He  was  ! 
lieutenant  in  the  Florida  "War  with  Jackson,  and  | 
was  a farmer,  which  occupation  he  followed  all  his  j 
life.  He  was  a member  of  the  Masonic  fraternity  j 
at  Washington.  The  paternal  grandfather  of  our  j 
subject,  Joseph  McKean,  was  of  Irish  descent.  He  ! 
was  formerly  of  Pennsylvania,  but  was  an  early  \ 
settler  of  Tennessee.  He  had  two  sons.  The  | 
maternal  grandfather,  Henry  Kearney,  emigrated  ! 
from  North  Carolina  to  Tennessee,  at  an  early  day,  j 
and  there  passed  his  last  days.  He  was  also  of 
Irish  descent.  Capt.  John  G.  McKean,  the  sev-  j 
enth  of  ten  children,  was  reared  in  the  wilds  of 
Arkansas,  at  Ultima  Thule,  educated  in  the  country 
schools  and  also  attended  three  years  at  Clarks- 
ville, Tex.  After  this  he  followed  merchandising  i 
for  a short  time  at  Ultima  Thule,  and  then  spent  j 
about  a year  studying  law  at  Little  Rock,  intend- 
ing to  make  that  his  profession,  but  abandoned  it 
on  account  of  the  war.  In  J uly.  1861,  he  was  j 
made  captain  of  Company  H.  of  Col.  Dockery's  j 
regiment  of  State  troops,  and  fought  at  Oak  Hill, 
after  which  they  disbanded  and  he  came  home. 
After  this  he  raised  Company  F,  Nineteenth  Ark- 
ansas Infantry,  which  be  commanded  until  the  re-  l 
organization  in  the  fall  of  1862.  The  following 
year  he  raised  Company  H,  and  joined  the  Third  j 
Arkansas  Cavalry,  operating  in  Arkansas  and  Mis- 
souri until  the  close  of  the  war.  He  fought  at 
Fort  Smith,  Backbone,  Poison  Springs,  Mark’s  ; 
Mill,  Jenkins’  Ferry, 'etc. , and  all  through  Price’s  j 
raid  through  Missouri.  He  surrendered  at  AYash- 
ington,  Ark.,  after  four  years'  service.  After 
Price’s  raid  through  Missouri,  he  came  home  and 
was  placed  in  command  of  a squadron  of  cavalry, 
which  he  commanded  until  the  war  closed.  He  was 
married  in  1866  at  Lockesburg  to  Miss  Mary  E. 
Coulter,  a native  of  Centre  Point,  Ark.,  and  the  j 
daughter  of  Judge  James  M.  and  Brunetta  AY. 

( burton)  Coul ter,  nativesof  Mississippi  apd  Arkan-'l 
sas,  respectively,  the  latter  born  in  1826.  Judge  \ 


Coulter  was  one  of  the  pioneers  of  Sevier  County, 
where  he  has  lived  many  years,  and  is  well  known 
throughout  Sevier  and  adjoining  counties  as  a 
most  prominent  and  wealthy  man.  Soon  after 
the  war  he  served  a short  time  as  county  judge.  Mrs, 
Coulter’s  father,  Pleasant  II.  Burton,  came  from 
Tennessee  to  Southwest  Arkansas  at  an  early  day, 
and  died  there  when  Mrs.  Coulter  was  quite  young. 

She  died  November  17, 1889,  a member  of  the  Meth- 
odist Episcopal  Church.  To  Capt.  and  Mrs.  McKean 
were  born  eight  children,  six  sons  and  two  daugh- 
ters now  living.  The  Captain  farmed  for  a short 
time  and  then  engaged  in  merchandising  at  Ultima  j 
Thule  until  1876,  when  he  again  engaged  in  farm- 
ing near  Chapel  Hill,  where  he  has  700  acres  of 
good  land.  He  is  a Democrat  in  politics,  his  first 
presidential  vote  being  for  Breckinridge  in  1860. 

He  has  been  a member  of  the  Masonic  fraternity 
since  1858,  taking  the  first  degree  at  Little  Rock, 
and  was  master  of  Chapel  Hill  Lodge  No.  244.  a 
good  many  years.  He  is  also  a member  of  the 
Lockesburg  Chapter.  He  has  been  a local  min-  | 
ister  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  for  about 
eight  years,  and  was  ordained  by  Bishop  Hargrove 
of  Little  Rock.  Mrs.  McKean  has  been  a member 
of  that  church  from  girlhood,  and  her  four  eldest  i 
children  are  members  of  the  same. 

Hon.  Edward  V.  Maxcy,  farmer,  Ben  Lomond, 
Ark.  To  undertake  to  introduce  to  our  readers  the 
subject  of  this  sketch, would  be  something  entirely 
unnecessary,  for  his  extensive  acquaintance  and 
long  connection  with  (he  political  and  agricultural 
affairs  of  the  county  have  rendered  him  well  and 
popularly  known.  Born  in  Itawamba  County, 
Miss.,  in  1841,  he  is  the  son  of  Rev.  John  AY. 

G.  and  Jane  (Alexander)  Maxcy,  the  father  a na- 
tive of  Mississippi  and  the  mother  of  Alabama. 
The  parents  were  married  in  the  former  State,  and 
there  Air.  Maxcy  died  in  1876.  He  was  a self- 
made  man,  and  was  a minister  of  - the  gospel  from 
the  age  of  nineteen.  He  was  a member  of  the 
Masonic  fraternity,  and  was  worshipful  master  for 
a number  of  years.  The  mother  is  still  living. 
The  paternal  grandfather,  AA’alter  Maxcy,  was  a na- 
tive of  the  Keystone  State,  and  was  reared  partly 
in  the  forts  in  the  early  days  of  that  State.  After 
his  marriage  he  moved  to  Mississippi,  where  he  re- 
ceived his  final  summons.  He  was  with  Gen.  Jack- 
son  in  one  of  the  early  wars.  His  father  was  a 
AYelshman,  and  one  of  seventeen  brothers,  all  of 
whom  served  in  the  Revolutionary  AVar.  Grand- 
mother Maxcy,  whose  maiden  name  was  Miss 
Allen,  was  born  in  Edgecombe  County,  Aid.,  and 
was  of  Irish  descent.  The  maternal  grandfather. 
David  Alexander,  was  probably  born  in  Alabama. 
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and  was  a farmer.  Hon.  Edward  A . Maxcy,  the 
eldest  of  four  sons  and  eight  daughters,  all  living, 
received  his  education  in  the  common  schools,  and 
was  early  initiated  into  the  duties  of  farm  life. 
When  twenty  years  of  age,  or  in  May,  1801,  he 
joined  Company  IT,  Second  Mississippi  Infantry, 
and  served  in  the  Army  of  Virginia,  participating 
in  the  following  battles:  First  Manassas,  Seven 

Days’  light  around  Richmond,  Gettysburg,  Seven 
Pines,  etc.  He  was  captured  July  1.  1863,  at 
Gettysburg,  and  imprisoned  at  Fort  Delaware  un- 
til the  close  of  the  war,  being  discharged  in  July, 
1865,  after  four  years  and  two  months  of  hardship 
and  suffering.  He  returned  home  in  1866  and  led  to 
the  altar  Miss  Eliza  Horan,  a native  of  South  Caro- 
lina, and  the  daughter  of  William  and  Naomi  Ho- 
ran, natives  of  South  Carolina,  where  the  parents 
lived  many  years.  Subsequently  they  moved  to 
Mississippi,  where  Mr.  Horan  died  about  1885. 
Mrs.  Horan  is  still  living.  To  the  marriage  of 
Mr.  and  Mis.  Maxcy  were  born  four  children — two 
sons  and  two  daughters.  Mr.  Maxcy  resided  in 
Mississippi  until  1875,  when  he  came  to  Sevier 
County  and  settled  in  the  woods  on  his  present 
farm  of  160  acres,  near  Ben  Lomond.  He  is  an 
active  worker  in  the  Agricultural  Wheel,  of  which 
he  is  vice-president,  and  is  senior  deacon  of  the 
Ben  Lomond  Lodge  of  Masonry,  No.  I -to.  In 
18S6  he  was  elected  to  the  Legislature,  and 
re-elected  in  1888,  serving  on  various  important 
committees.  He  has  been  a member  of  the  Method- 
ist Church  since  thirteen  years  of  age,  and  was 
steward  for  a number  of  years.  Mrs.  Maxcy  is  also 
a prominent  member  of  that  church. 

Richard  L.  Merideth.  All  his  life  Mr.  Meri- 
deth has  followed,  with  substantial  success,  the  oc- 
cupation to  which  he  was  reared  and  in  which  he  is 
now  engaged — farming.  The  owner  of  240  acres 
of  good  land.  Avith  seventy  under  cultivation,  he  is 
recognized  as  a leading  agriculturist,  and  as  a 
man,  no  less  than  as  a citizen,  he  is  highly  esteemed 
and  respected.  He  evas  born  in  Alabama  October 
27,  1823,  and  is  a son  of  Jesse  and  Nancy  (Lang- 
ister)  Merideth,  who  were  Tennesseeans,  the  for- 
mer’s birth  occurring  in  1798  and  the  latter’s  in 
1803,  their  union  taking  place  on  October  3,  1820. 
The  father  was  a farmer  and  brick  mason  by  occu- 
pation, and  followed  this  occupation  in  the  different 
States  in  which  he  lived.  Shortly  after  his  mar- 
riage he  moved  to  Alabama,  thence  to  Louisiana, 
and  from  this  State  to  Arkansas  in  1861,  being  a 
resident  of  Sevier  County  until  his  death,  Avhich 
occurred  in  1875  at  the  age  of  eighty-six  yeqrs. 
He  and  his  Avife  had  long  been  connected  with  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  the  latter’s  death 


having  occurred  May  4,  1854.  Of  a family  of 
twelve  children  born  to  them  two  are  noAv  living: 
Richard  L.  (the  subject  of  this  memoir)  and  Will- 
iam. The  foiiner  Avas  married  in  Alabama  in  1844 
to  Miss  Rachel  Whiter,  Avho  was  born  in  Tennes- 
see. but  she  died  two  years  later,  leaA'ing  one  child 
— Thomas.  Mr.  Merideth’ s second  union  took 

place  in  1849.  his  Avife’ s maiden  name  being  Cath- 
erine Lee,  her  death  occurring  December  2.  3886. 
He  married  his  third  and  present  wife  in  1888, 
she  being  Mrs.  Nancy  J.  Lee,  a native  of  Louisiana. 
Mr.  Merideth  enlisted  in  the  Confederate  army  in 
1864,  becoming  a member  of  Company  K,  infan- 
try service.  He  served  until  the.  close  of  the 
war  and  then  returned  home,  and  has  since  devoted 
his  time  and  attention  to  agricultural  pursuits.  He 
is  a Democrat,  and  he  and  Mrs.  Merideth  are 
members  of  the  Presbyterian  Church. 

Dr.  B.  E.  Mitchell,  local  minister  and  physi- 
cian, Chapel  Hill,  Ark.  This  much  esteemed  cit- 
izen and  successful  physician  was  born  in  Greene 
County,  N.  C. , May  20,  1836,  and  Avas  the  second 
of  fourteen  children — six  sons  and  eight  daugh- 
ters— nine  of  Avhom  lived  to  lie  grown,  born  to  the 
union  of  Rev.  Benjamin  W.  and  Mary  (Stanley) 
Mitchell,  both  natives  of  Greene  County,  N.  C., 
the  former  born  in  1812  and  the  latter  in  1817. 
The  father  is  still  living  in  the  neighborhood  of  his 
birth,  but  the  wife  died  in  1882;  both  Free-Will 
Baptists  for  many  years,  and  Mr.  Mitchell  a min- 
ister since  soon  after  the  Avar.  Until  that  time  he 
had  been  a lawyer  of  considerable  ability,  and  Avas 
at  one  time  sheriff  of  Sevier  County.  The  pater- 
nal grandfather,  Etheldrod  Mitchell,  Avas  also  born 
in  Greene  County,  N.  C.,  Avhere  he  spent  all  his 
life,  his  death  occurring  about  1834.  He  Avas  a 
farmer  and  laAvyer.  His  Avife  Avas  also  a native  of 
the  same  county  and  there  died;  she  Avas  of  Irish 
descent.  The  maternal  grandfather,  Barney 
Stanley,  Avas  originally  from  Sampson  County,  N. 
C..  and  died  in  that  State.  He  was  a trader.  His 
Avife,  Sallie  Pridgin,  Avas  also  born  in  North  Caro- 
lina, and  there  passed  her  last  days.  He  was  of 
Irish-Scotch  and  she  of  Dutch  descent.  Dr.  B. 
E.  Mitchell  was  reared  principally  in  a store,  and 
received  his  education  for  the  most  part  in  Lenoir 
Institute,  being  educated  for  the  ministry.  At  the 
breaking  out  of  the  Avar,  however,  he  left  school 
and  enlisted  in  the  Confederate  army  as  hospital 
steward,  but  Avas  afterward  made  assistant  surgeon. 
Avhich  position  he  filled  for  about  eighteen  months 
in  different  places.  He  was  severely  wounded  at 
Chancellorsville,  and  Avas  Avith  Stonewall  Jackson 
Avlien  he  received  his  fatal  wound.  He  was  in  the 
Virginia  army  all  through  the  Avar,  and  surreu- 
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dered  at.  High  Point,  N.  Cl,  in  April,  1865.  After 
this  he  taught  school  for  a short  time,  and  in  De- 
cember, 3SG5,  was  married  to  Miss  Mollie  House, 
a native  of  Greene  County,  N.  C.,  and  the  daugh- 
ter of  Abner  and  Harriot  House,  natives  also  of 
the  same  county  where  Mrs.  House  still  lives. 
Mr.  House  is  deceased.  Mrs.  Mitchell  died  on 
March  19,  1877,  in  Pulaski  County,  Ark.,  when 
but  twenty-seven  years  of  age,  and  left  two  chil- 
dren— a son  and  daughter.  Mr.  Mitchell's  second 
marriage  occurred  July  10,  1879,  in  Washington 
County,  to  Miss  Mollie  E.  Hicks,  a native  of  Maury 
County,  Ga.,  and  the  daughter  of  Elijah  aDd  Eliz- 
abeth Hicks,  natives,  respectively,  of  Virginia  and 
North  Carolina.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hicks  were  mar- 
ried in  the  last  named  State,  and  her  father  emi- 
grated from  there  to  Georgia  in  1800.  The  for- 
mer died  in  1882,  and  the  latter  in  1857.  In  1870 
the  Doctor  came  to  Lonoke  County,  Ark.,  and  four 
years  later  to  Pulaski  County,  where  he  remained 
two  years.  He  then  spent  a year  near  Hot 
Springs,  and  in  1S78  moved  to  Washington  County, 
thence  the  next  year  to  Montgomery  County,  and 
two  years  later  to  Pike  County.  In  1882  he  came 
to  Sevier  County,  located  at  Chapel  Hill,  and  there 
has  a good  home.  He  is  also  the  owner  of  two 
small  farms.  He  became  a member  of  the  Meth- 
odist Episcopal  Church  at  eleven  years  of  age, 
and  in  I860  he  was  licensed  to  preach,  was  or- 
dained a deacon  in  1808,  and  an  elder  in  1872. 
He  has  followed  the  ministry  in  connection  with 
the  practice  of  medicine  ever  since,  although  for  a 
few  years  he  abandoned  professional  practice 
altogether.  In  1873  he  joined  Little  Hock  Con- 
ference, and  remained  in  the  same  for  fourteen 
years,  being  stationed  at  the  above  mentioned 
places.  Since  1SS8  his  work  has  been  local.  In 
1888  he  was  the  choice  of  the  straight  Democratic 
ticket  for  Representative,  but  v/as  defeated  with  the 
rest  of  that  ticket.  He  lias  been  a member  of  the 
Masonic  fraternity  since  1803,  demitted  from  Radi- 
ance Lodge  No.  132,  North  Carolina.  He  has 
been  a member  of  the  Sons  of  Temperance,  and 
Mrs.  Mitchell  and  the  two  eldest  children  are  mem- 
bers of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 

Mrs.  Mary  E Moore,  relict  of  C.  C.  Moore,  is 
a native  of  North  Carolina,  her  birth  occurring  in 
that  State  on  August  23.  1855.  Her  union  with 
Mr.  Moore  took  place  on  August  11,  1887,  and  to 
them  one  daughter  was  born,  whom  they  named 
Christina  L.  Mr.  Moore  was  born  in  Illinois  No- 
vember 9,  1850,  and  iu  1888  was  assassinated  at 
Antimony  City,  Ark.  Mrs.  Moore  is  a daughter 
of  James  C.  and  Eliza  (Joyner)  Wright,  natives  o? 
North  Carolina,  born  August  25,  and  July  11, 


i 1820,  respectively.  They  were  married  in  their 
native  State  m 1845,  and  became  the  parents  of 
| four  sons  and  eight  daughters,  five  of  whom  are 
i now’  living:  James  T.,  John  B.,  Ophelia  Cl,  Selos- 
i tian  J.  and  Mary  E.  The  parents  emigrated  from 
; North  Carolina  to  the  wilds  of  Kentucky  in  1857,  and 
j two  years  later  settled  in  Polk  County,  Ark.,  where 
they  continued  to  make  their  home  until  their  re- 
moval to  Sevier  County  in  1861,  Mrs.  Wright  still 
j being  a resident  of  the  place.  The  father  was  a 
successful  physician,  and  a Royal  Arch  Mason,  and 
died  in  1877.  Mrs.  Moore  owns  200  acres  of  good 
bottom  land,,  of  which  155  are  in  an  excellent  state 
I of  cultivation,  and  this  farm  she  is  very  success- 
fully engaged  in  managing,  being  considered  by 
! all  exceptionally  intelligent  in  its  conduct.  She 
; is  a worthy  lady  in  every  respect,  and  is  an  earnest 
j Christian,  being  a member  of  the  Baptist  Church. 

Jesse  D.  Murphey  has  been  a resident  of  Ar- 
i kansas  since  1849.  but  was  born  in  Tennessee 
March  11,  3843,  being  one  of  fourteen  children 
born  to  the  marriage  of  John  and  Mary  (Murphy) 
Murphey.  who  were  born  in  South  Carolina  in 
1799  and  1804,  respectively.  Their  nuptials  took 
place  in  Tennessee  in  1S20,  and  there  their  family 
! was  born,  twelve  of  their  children  living  to  man- 
; hood  and  womanhood.  Eli  S. , Nancy  (wife  of  Na- 
: than  Cox,  now  living  in  the  Indian  Territory), 
Melissa  (wife  of  James  Cox.  residents  of  Nevada 
County,  Ark.),  Lucinda  (widow  of  Robert  Finley, 
her  home  being  in  Texarkana,  Ark. ),  and  Jesse  D. 
are  the  members  of  the  family  now7  living:.  The 
father  moved  from  Mississippi  to  Arkansas  in  1849. 
and  first  settled  in  Ouachita  County,  and  died  in 
! Little  River  County  on  March  19.  1870,  having 

1 . . o 

| been  an  earnest  Christian  and  member  of  the  Bap- 
tist Church  for  many  years.  The  mother  died  on 
August  14,  18(5,  a member  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church'.  Mr.  Murphey  w as  married  to 
Mrs.  Hannah  A.  (Winingham)  Hulen  June  19. 
1 804,  she  being  a daughter  of  John  and  Deliihia 
(Hoozen)  Winingham.  She  was  born  in  Ten- 
nessee February  10,  1838,  and  first  married  Rilen 
, C.  Hulen  July  20,  1850,  by  whom  she  became  the 
mother  of  three  children,  all  of  whom  are  deceased, 
the  husband  and  father’s  death  occurring  at  the 
battle  of  [Murfreesboro,  Tenn..  in  1803.  Mr.  Win- 
, ingkarn  was  born  in  Randolph  County,  N.  Cl, 
f in  1804,  the  mother’s  birth  also  occurring  in  that 
year  in  the  State  of  Georgia.  They  both  died  in 
1862,  members  of  the  [Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Murphey  are  the  parents  of  eight 
i sons  and  three  daughters,  only  three  of  the  family 
now  living:  Arrettia  A.,  Sarah  E.  and  William  W. 
i Mr.  Murphey  owns  240  acres  of  well-improved  and 
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valuable  laud,  and  contributes  liberally  of  bis 
means  to  support  worthy  enterprises.  He  is 
spoken  very  highly  of  in  the  community  in  which 
he  lives  for  his  many  worthy  traits  of  character, 
and  he  and  wife  are  earnest  members  of  the 
Christian  Church.  Politically  he  is  a' Democrat. 

Dr.  James  M.  Nichols  is  a practicing  physician 
worthy  of  all  confidence,  and  his  name  in  Sevier 
and  surrounding  counties  has  become  almost  a 
household  word.  He  was  born  in  Mount  Pleasant. 
Tenn. , February  IS.  1834,  a son  of  Levi  A.  and 
Rachel  (Crawford)  Nichols,  the  former  born  in 
Kentucky  October  28,  1801,  and  the  latter  in  Ten- 
nessee September  12,  1800.  Their  marriage  was 
celebrated  October  28,  1831,  and  in  time  the  fol- 
lowing family  of  children  clustered  about  their 
hearthstone:  Daniel  C.  (deceased),  James  M. , 

Aleck  (deceased),  Mary  E.  (wife  of  J.  N.  Spam), 
Margaret  J..  and  Barton  (deceased).  The  father 
was  a farmer,  and  he  and  wife  at  the  time  of  their 
deaths,  which  occurred  January  5,  1.886,  and 
March  6,  1850,  respectively,  were  members  of  the  I 
Christian  Church.  Dr.  James  M.  Nichols  was  ed- 
J ucated  in  Nashville,  . Tenn.,  and  was  graduated  ! 
from  the  medical  department  of  the  Nashville  Uni-  j 
versity,  also  from  the  Missouri  State  Medical  Col- 
lege. In  1S67  he  emigrated  to  Arkansas,  and  be-  j 
gan  his  practice  in  Sevier  County,  but  in  connec-  i 
tion  with  this  has  followed  the  occupation  of  farm- 
ing and  is  the  owner  of  338  acres  of  good  land, 
of  which  160  are  under  cultivation.  In  both  these 
callings  lie  has  been  remarkably  successful,  and  is 
now  in  independent  circumstances.  He  was  mar- 
ried to  Miss  Maggie  I.  Simms  October  28.  1867. 
She  was  born  in  Tennessee  January  4,  1846,  and 
has  borne  the  Doctor  ten  children:  Frank  IV., 

Levi  A.  and  Susan  E.,  living,  and  Mary  (died 
June  8,  1890),  William  L.,  Patsey,  James  M. . Mil- 
ton,  Campbell  and  an  infant  deceased.  Dr.  Nich- 
ols is  a member  of  the  Masonic  fraternity.  During 
the  war  he  served  in  the  Confederate  army,  enlisting 
in  1862  under  Gen.  Forrest,  in  Company  E,  Ninth 
Tennessee  Cavalry,  and  some  of  the  principal  bat- 
tles in  which  he  participated  are  Thompson’s  Sta- 
tion, where  he  served  as  orderly  sergeant,  and  was 
wounded  in  the  left  shoulder;  Chickamauga,  Knox-  j 
ville,  Eesaca,  Peach  Tree  Creek,  and  at  the  time  of 
the  surrender  was  at  Gainesville,  Ala.  He  was  i 
elected  first  lieutenant  March  20,  1863.  After 
the  war  he  returned  home  and  began  his  practice,  : 
and  was  in  this  State  during  the  reconstruction  ' 
period. 

A.  J.  Park  was  born  in  the  Palmetto  State 
in  1820,  a son  of  Joseph  and  Margaret  (McMul- 
lam)  Park,  the  former  of  whom  was  a participant  j 


| in  the  War  of  1812  under  Gen.  Jackson,  and  died 
in  1838,  his  wife  passing  from  life  in  1860.  Until 
j he  was  fifteen  years  of  ago  the  subject  of  this 
sketch  resided  in  his  native  State,  but  he  then 
wont  to  Alabama,  and  ten  years  later  removed  to 
Mississippi,  his  home  being  in  that  State  for  four- 
teen years.  In  1801  he  joined  Capt.  Jones’  com- 
pany, Dawson’s  regiment,  but  later  became  a 
member  of  McKain’s  regiment,  the  first  engage- 
ment in  which  he  participated  being  at  Backbone 
Ridge  and  the  next  at  Prairie  de  Ann.  He  was  1 
then  at  Poison  Springs,  Mark’s  Mill  and  Jenkins’ 

! Ferry,  after  which  lie  started  with  Price  on  his 
i raid  through  Missouri,  and  was  in  the  engagement 
; at  Independence,  prior  to  this,  however,  participat- 
ing in  the  engagements  at  Pilot  Knob  and  on  the 
Big  Blue.  Mr.  Park  finally  found  himself  near 
Waco,  Tex.,  and  there  he  received  his  discharge, 
and  returned  home,  but  soon  after  came  to  Arkan- 
sas, and  began  tilling  the  soil,  and  is  now  the 
owner  of  320  acres  of  rolling  land.  In  1843  lie 
was  married  to  Miss  Stanbau,  of  Alabama,  who 
died  in  1852,  and  in  1S61  Mr.  Park  wedded  his 
present  wife,  a Mrs.  Jackson,  by  whom  he  has  three 
children:  Ada  (wifeof  S.  F.  Smith),  Frank  (who  was 
married  to  a Miss  Forwood)  and  Baldy.  Mr.  Park 
is  a Democrat,  and  in  1886  was  elected  to  the  of- 
fice of  justice  of  the  peace.  He  and  his  wife  be- 
long to  the  Christian  Church. 

John  D.  Perry,  farmer  and  stock-raiser,  Ben  I 
Lomond,  Ark.  Among  the  younger  agriculturists 
1 of  this  township  who  are  rapidly  coming  to  the 
front  as  progressive  and  industrious  farmers  and 
stock  men,  we  can  not  fail  to  mention  John  D.  Perry, 
now  in  his  twenty-first  year.  He  was  born  on  the 
j farm  where  he  now  lives  in  1869,  and  is  the  son  of 
Capt.  Benjamin  H.  and  Elizabeth  (Davis)  Perry. 
Capt.  Perry  was  born  in  Henry  County,  Ky.. 
December  27,  1827,  and  at  the  age  of  twelve  left  , 
school  and  lived  with  an  uncle  until  eighteen  years 
of  age.  Then  he  and  a younger  brother,  Elijah  | 
R.  Perry,  left  home  and  found  positions  on  a Ken 
tucky  River  steamboat.  Capt.  B.  H.  followed 
steamboating  on  the  Kentucky,  Arkansas,  White 
and  Mississippi  Rivers  until  the  breaking  out  of 
the  war.  At  that  time  he  owned  and  operated  the 
“ James  Howard  ” between  New  Orleans  and  Fort 
Smith.  This  boat  was  burned  during  the  war. 
Soon  after  the  war  began  Capt.  Perry  began  spec- 
ulating in  negroes,  bought  a large  number  and 
took  them  to  Texas,  intending  to  sell  them  after 
the  war  at  a big  profit.  In  this  he  lost  many 
thousands  of  dollars.  After  the  war  he  settled 
near  where  Ben  Lomond  now  is,  engaged  in  farm- 
ing. and  speculating  in  lands,  and  there  made  his 
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future  home,  filth o ugh  he  was  merchandising  at 
Dardanelle  part  of  the  time.  He  died  January  9, 
1881,  leaving  a widow  and  eight  children.  He  had 
married,  in  1864,  Miss  Elizabeth  Davis,  a native  of 
Centre  Point,  and  the  daughter  of  John  and  Mary 
J.  Davis,  natives  of  North  Carolina  and  Tennessee, 
respectively.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Davis  were  married 
in  Mississippi,  and  went  from  thereto  what  is  now 
Howard  County  in  1841.  There  Mr.  Davis  died 
August  22.  1848.  but  his  widow  is  still  living  and  is 
sixty-eight  years  of  age.  She  is  a member  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  Mr.  Davis  was  a 
farmer.  Of  the  eight  children  born  to  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Perry  seven  are  now  living — live  sons  and  two 
daughters:  Anna  (wife  of  S.  H.  Numley,  of  Okla- 
homa), Lucy  (deceased),  Elijah  14.,  Benjamin  H. , 
Bessie,  James  E.  and  Lewis  M.  Mr.  Perry’s 
brother,  Capt.  Elijah  B.,  followed  steamboating  on 
the  various  Western  rivers  nearly  all  his  life,  and 
now  plies  between  Camden  and  New  Orleans.  He 
is  one  of  the  wealthiest  men  of  the  last  named 
city,  where  he  has  large  interests.  The  grand- 
father of  our  subject.  Elijab  Perry,  was  an  early 
settler  of  Kentucky,  where  he  followed  tlatboating 
to  New  Orleans  while  his  wife  managed  the  farm. 
He  died  in  his  native  State  before  the  birth  of  his 
son,  Elijah  Perry.  John  D.  Perry  was  educated 
at  Louisville,  Ky.,  Keatclrie,  La.,  and  Fayetteville, 
Ark.  He  is  a young  man  of  much  natural  ability, 
which  has  been  developed,  and  which  has  kited 
him  for  almost  any  station  in  life.  He  is  the 
owner  of  500  acres  of  land,  has  about  400  acres 
under  cultivation,  and  lias  excellent  buildings  on 
the  same.  He  is  engaged  in  breeding  a good  grade 
of  horses  and  mules,  and  makes  a specialty  of  this. 
In  politics  he  is  Democratic. 

H.  C.  Pride  was  born  in  Alabama,  in  1822,  to 
Burton  and  Elizabeth  (Houston)  Pride,  the  latter 
being  a distant  relative  of  Gen.  Sam  Houston,  of 
Texas.  Burton  Pride  was  a soldier  in  the  Revolu- 
tionary War,  and  was  sixtv-three  years  of  age  when 
his  youngest  son.  H.  C.  Pride,  was  born,  the  latter 
being  fifty-seven  when  his  youngest  son  first  saw 
the  light.  The  former  died  in  May,  1835.  The 
subject  of  this  memoir  spent  his  youth  in  the  State 
of  Alabama,  but  his  advantages  for  acquiring  an 
education  were  quite  limited.  He  became  a soldier 
in  the  Mexican  War  in  1840.  joining  Hunter’s  com- 
pany, Yell’s  regiment,  and  was  in  the  engagement 
at  Buena  Vista,  under  Taylor.  At  the  end  of 
twelve  months  he  was  discharged,  as  his  term  of 
enlistment  had  expired,  and  he  came  soon  after  to 
Arkansas,  and  here  has  since  devoted  his  attention^- 
to  farming.  He  has  always  been  a Democrat,  and  on 
this  ticket  he  was  elected,  in  August,  1800,  to  the 


office  of  county  sheriff,  which  position  he  held  until 
after  the  close  of  the  late  war.  He  is  a member 
of  the  A.  F.  & A.  M. , and  is  an  enterprising  and 
public-spirited  gentlemen.  He  was  married,  in  1850, 
to  Miss  Harriet  Locke,  a daughter  of  John  Locke, 
of  Alabama,  but  prior  to  her  death,  which  occurred 
July  13,  1857,  she  bore  him  one  child:  John  (who 
was  married  to  Miss  Elizabeth  Smith).  His  second 
union  took  place  June  13,  1858,  his  wife  being 
Miss  Mary  Swift,  of  Tennessee.  She  was  reared 
in  Arkansas,  and  was  a daughter  of  Surge  Smith, 
a native  of  the  former  State.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Pride  the  following  children  have  been  born:  Mary, 
Sarah  E.,  Burton,  Eliza  E.,  Hattie  Locke,  Clyde 
and  Henry  C. 

J.  N.  Pride  belongs  to  that  sturdy  and  inde- 
pendent class,  the  farmers  of  Arkansas,  and  is  now 
actively  engaged  in  cultivating  an  estate,  compris- 
ing 315  acres  of  fine  bottom  land,  115  acres  of 
which  are  under  cultivation,  well  adapted  to  the 
purposes  of  general  farming.  His  land  will  aver- 
age one-half  bale  of  cotton  to  the  acre,  and  from 
twenty  to  twenty-five  bushels  of  corn.  He  was 
born  in  Sevier  County,  Ark.,  in  1851,  a son  of 
Henry  and  Harriet  (Locke)  Pride,  and  here  be  re- 
ceived the  advantages  of  an  excellent  education. 
Upon  attaining  his  eighteenth  year,  he  determined 
to  start  forth  in  search  of  Dame  Fortune  in  his  own 
behalf,  and  as  the  calling  of  a farmer  was  one  with 
which  he  was  thoroughly  familiar,  he  decided  to 
make  this  his  life  work.  His  first  endeavors  were 
on  a farm  of  GOO  acres,  near  where  he  now  lives, 
but  he  disposed  of  this  property  at  a later  period 
and  bought  the  farm  on  which  he  is  now  living, 
which  is  one  of  the  finest  and  most  productive  in 
the  county.  He  has  always  been  a Democrat,  has 
held  a number  of  local  offices  in  his  district,  and 
socially  is  a member  of  the  Masonic  fraternity. 
His  marriage  to  (Miss  Mary  E.  Smith  took  place 
January  1,  1873,  she  being  a daughter  of  Dr.  4V. 
J.  Smith,  of  Sevier  County,  and  the  following  are 
the  names  of  the  children  who  have  been  born  to 
their  union:  William  Henry,  Lulu  B.,Katy,  Oscar 
F.,  John  F.,  James,  Morgan  and  Marshal. 

W.  F.  Roberts,  Jr.,  the  gentlemanly  super- 
intendent, and  part  owner  of  the  antimony  mines 
of  Sevier  and  Howard  Counties,  was  born  in  the 
Keystone  State  September  20,  1853.  and  is  the 
son  of  Prof.  \V.  F.  Roberts,  who  was  one  of  the 
pioneer  geologists  of  Pennsylvania.  His  mother 
is  a direct  descendant  of  the  well-known  Brod- 
head  family  of  Pennsylvania.  The  elder  Rob- 
erts was  among  the  first  to  locate  much  of  the 
mineral  wealth  of  that  State,  and  has  since  that 
time  made  reconnoissance  of  manv  of  the  other 
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States.  He  it  was  who  in  1S53  and  1854  gathered 
data  from  the  State  of  Arkansas  and  gave  it  the 
name  of  the  Crystal  State,  on  account  of  the  pro- 
fusion of  crystals  near  and  about  Hot  Springs. 
He  is  now  living  with  his  son  near  Antimony  City, 
and  although  eighty-one  years  of  age  is  hale  and 
hearty,  taking  an  active  interest  in  the  operations 
of  his  son,  and  in  many  cases  directing  the  location 
of  shafts.  "While  a boy  W.  F.  Roberts,  Jr.,  spent 
some  of  his  vacations  in  the  held  with  his  father, 
thus  early  in  life  acquiring  a taste  for  and  a knowl- 
edge of  geology  and  mineralogy.  When  about 
seventeen  years  of  age  he  graduated  from  the 
Moravian  School  at  Bethlehem,  Penn.,  and  during 
the  summer  of  1883  came  to  Arkansas,  since  which 
time  he  has  been  interested  in  locating  and  develop- 
ing the  mines  of  the  State.  From  1S73  to  1883 
he  studied  geology  and  mineralogy  as  a money- 
making business.  Much  of  his  time,  while  pursu- 
ing the  study  of  geology  and  mineralogy,  was  de- 
voted to  railroad  work  in  the  freight,  ticket,  express 
and  coal  departments,  and  for  three  years  he  had 
charge  of  a branch  road  belonging  to  the  Central 
Railroad  of  New  Jersey.  He  also  mastered  the  office 
work  as  performed  in  the  anthracite  coal  regions  of 
Pennsylvania.  In  1883  he  purchased  the  control 
of  the  antimony  mines,  also  the  plaster  bluffs  in 
Pike  County,  and  since  that  time  he  has  been  act- 
ively engaged  in  developing  the  mineral  proper- 
ties. In  1879,  at  Hazleton.  Penn.,  he  led  to  the 
altar  Miss  Jennie  Silliman.  Her  family  are  among 
the  first  and  best  known  of  those  who  owned  and 
operated  the  coal  mines  of  her  native  State.  To 
them  have  been  born  two  children — a son  and 
daughter;  the  son  died  when  quite  young.  Mr. 
Roberts  is  a member  of  the  K.  of  P.,  the  Masonic- 
fraternity  and  the  R.  A.  He  is  a Republican 
politically,  and  on  national  questions  votes  with 
that  party,  but  in  local  affairs  is  conservative,  and 
votes  as  his  judgment  dictates.  In  his  social  rela- 
tions he  is  a good  companion  and  an  entertaining 
talker,  having  from  his  varied  experiences  a rich 
store  of  anecdotes  and  reminiscences.  Straight- 
forward and  just  in  his  business  relations,  he  holds 
the  respect  of  all  with  whom  he  comes  in  contact. 
He  h as  a wonderful  amount  of  faith  and  reliance 
in  the  future  of  the  State  of  Arkansas. 

Charles  W.  Russey,  farmer,  Ben  Lomond, 
Ark.  This  young  but  thoroughgoing  tiller  of  the 
soil  was  originally  from  Franklin  County,  Tenn. , 
where  his  birth  occurred  in  1852.  and  was  the  sixth 
of  eight  sons  and  two  daughters  boru  to  the  union 
of  Benjamin  F.  and  Elizabeth  (Emboy)  Russey, 
natives,  probably,  of  Tennessee.  The  mother  died 
in  that  State  about  1802,  and  the  father  afterward 


married  again.  About  1880  he  removed  to 
Texas,  and  there  died  in  March,  1888.  Both 
were  church  members.  Mr.  Russey  was  a stock 
trader  and  farmer  before  the  war.  The  paternal 
grandfather,  James  Russey,  died  in  Tennessee. 
Charles  W.  Russey  was  reared  as  an  agriculturist 
and  it  was  but  natural  that  he  should  permanently 
adopt  that  calling  as  his  life’s  occupation.  His 
educational  attainments  were  received  in  the  com- 
mon school,  and  in  1800  became  to  Sevier  County, 
where  he  worked  on  a farm  a short  time.  He  then 
spent  one  year  in  Texas  but  returned  to  Arkansas, 
and  was  there  married  in  1S78  to  Miss  Alice  Ivins- 
worthy,  a native  of  Sevier,  daughter  of  Ezekiel 
and  Mary  J.  Ivinsworthy,  the  former  a native  of 
Missouri  and  one  of  the  very  early  settlers  of 
Southwest  Arkansas,  where  he  spent  the  balance 
of  his  davs.  The  mother  is  still  livino-.  To  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Russey  were  born  four  children — two  sons 
and  two  daughters.  Since  his  marriage  Mr.  Hus- 
sey has  lived  on  his  present  farm  of  300  acres,  and 
has  about  150  acres  of  this  under  cultivation.  A 
commodious  house  and  other  buildings  indicate  a 
progressive  owner.  He  is  engaged  extensively  in 
the  stock  business.  In  politics  he  is  Democratic, 
and  voted  for  S.  J.  Tilden  in  1876.  Mrs.  Russey 
is  a member  of  the  Presbyterian  Church. 

William  M.  Slaton  is  a well-to-do  agriculturist, 
whose  farm  of  200  acres  is  situated  two  and  one- 
half  miles  east,  of  Lockesburg.  He  has  125  acres 
under  cultivation,  and  his  views  on  matters  per- 
taining to  his  calling  are  characterized  by  shrewd- 
ness and  sound  judgment.  He  was  born  in  Rich- 
mond County,  Ga.,  April  3.  1832,  a son  of  Elias 
and  Mary  B.  (Newman)  Slaton,  both  of  whom 
were  native  Georgians,  in  which  State  the  father 
followed  the  occupation  of  farming,  becoming  quite 
well  off.  He  was  well  known  for  Lis  public  spirit, 
being  especially  interested  in  schools  and  churches, 
and  was  a member  of  the  Masonic  lodge,  and  for 
about  three  mouths  served  in  the  Florida  War. 
Nine  children  were  boru  to  himself  and  wife:  Joel 
(deceased),  Malinda  A.,  Mary  Elizabeth  (deceased), 
Thomas  (deceased),  William  M.  and  Eliza,  the 
other  three  dying  in  infancy.  William  51.  Slaton 
received  the  advantages  of  a private  school  educa- 
tion, and  after  leaving  school  began  learning  the 
blacksmith’s  trade,  which  he  followed  for  several 
years,  but  in  1854  he  emigrated  from  Georgia  to 
Arkansas,  taking  up  his  abode  in  Clark  County, 
where  he  made  his  home  until  1875,  then  moved 
to  Sevier  County,  and  October  9,  1857,  married 
Martha  A.  Dowdell,  who  was  born  in  Alabama  Oc- 
tober 29,  1833.  The  children  born  to  their  union 
are  as  follows:  Amanda  W.  (deceased),  James  R. 
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(who  married  Estelle  Abbott),  David  H.  (who 
wedded  Lulu  Baldwin).  George  W.  (deceased), 
Sarah  (who  resides  at  home),  the  rest  dying  in  in- 
fancy. Mr.  Slaton  is  a Mason,  a Democrat,  and 
served  as  a private  in  the  Confederate  army, 
being  at  home  at  the  time  of  the  final  surrender. 
51  rs.  Slaton  is  a member  of  the  Methodist  Epis- 
copal Church,  South. 

J.  J.  Smith.  The  estate  which  Mr.  Smith  is 
now  engaged  in  cultivating'  embraces  240  acres, 
which  will  yield  about  1,000  pounds  of  cotton  to 
the  acre  and  twenty  bushels  of  corn.  Mr.  Smith 
is  a native  of  this  State,  his  birth  having  occurred  in 
1844  to  George  and  Pollie  (Turrentine)  Smith, 
natives  of  North  Carolina,  the  former  a farmer, 
and  both  members  of  the  Methodist  Church.  Of  a 
family  of  eleven  children  born  to  them,  the  subject 
of  his  sketch  is  the  youngest.  Mr.  Smith  was  of 
German-Irish. descent,  a soldier  in  the  Florida  War, 
and  died  in  July,  1865.  his  widow  passing  from  life 
in  July,  1886.  In  1866  J.  J.  Smith  began  doing 
for  himself,  but  had  previously  served  in  the  Con- 
federate army,  enlisting  November  8,  1861,  in 
Company  B,  Eighteenth  Arkansas  Infantry,  and 
was  in  the  service  eight  months, during  which  time 
he  was  in  the  engagements  at  Elkhorn,  Ark. 
At  the  end  of  the  above  mentioned  time,  he  wras 
discharged  on  account  of  being  under  age,  and 
upon  returning  home  was  sent  to  school.  At  the 
end  of  live  months  he  rejoined  the  army,  becoming 
a member  of  a brigade  in  Fagan’s  division, 
and  afterward  took  part  in  the  engagement  at 
Pine  Bluff,  Poison  Springs,  Mark’s  Mill,  and  was 
then  in  all  the  engagements  in  which  Price  partic- 
| ipated  on  his  raid  through  Missouri,  the  first  im- 
portant one  being  Pilot  Knob.  He  received  his 
discharge  at  Corsicana,  Navarro  County,  Tex. , after 
which  he  returned  home,  taking  up  his  residence 
on  his  present  farm  in  1883.  Sarah  E.  Jackson, 
a daughter  of  J.  N.  Jackson,  of  Missouri,  became 
his  wife  in  1S76,  and  to  them  three  children  have 
been  born:  William  J.,  George  N.  and  Wade 
I Preston,  Mr.  Smith  is  a Mason,  a Democrat,  and 
I he  and  Airs.  Smith  are  members  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church. 

H.  W.  Smith  was  born  in  Hempstead  County, 

\ Ark.,  in  1849,  a son  of  H.  W.  (familiarly  known 
as  “Kie”  Smith)  and  Nancy  P.  (Johnson)  Smith, 
the  latter  a daughter  of  James  Johnson,  of  Hemp- 
stead County.  Ark.,  and  a native  of  Missouri. 
The  Smiths  formerly  came  from  the  Blue  Grass 
State,  and  were  among  the  early  settlers  of  Hemp- 
stead County,  Ark.,  the  county  courts  being  at 
that  time  held  iu  the  settlers’  log  houses.  Mr. 
Smith,  was  of  Seoteh-lrish  descent,  was  a member 


for  thirty  years  of  the  Presbyterian  Church, and  in 
the  early  history  of  the  State  represented  Hemp- 
stead County  in  its  General  Assembly  for  about 
two  terms.  He  died  in  the  month  of  Octo- 
ber, 1865,  and  his  worthy  wife  April  26,  1SSS. 
Their  family  consisting  of  eight  children  were 
born  in  Arkansas,  and  all  are  now  living  with  the 
exception  of  one,  who  died  in  childhood.  H.  W. 
Smith,  the  immediate  subject  of  this  sketch,  was 
reared  and  educated  in  Arkansas,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  one  year  spent  in  McKinsie  College,  Tex. 
A.t  the  age  of  twenty-two  years  he  began  his  own 
career  as  an -independent  farmer  in  Howard  County, 
but  two  years  later  moved  to  the  Lone  Star 
State,  where  he  was  engaged  in  farming  for  nine 
years,  and  acting  in  the  capacity  of  deputy  sheriff 
and  collecting  agent  in  Hunt  County.  Upon  his 
return  to  Arkansas  he  settled  in  Howard  County, 
but  after  farming  there  for  one  year  he  came  to 
his  present  place  of  abode  and  here,  in  connection 
with  tilling  the  soil,  was  engaged  in  teaching 
school  for  four  years.  On  December  24,  1884,  he 
was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Belle  Z.  Payne,  a 
daughter  of  Widow  Payne,  of  Texas,  by  whom  he 
has  two  children:  Nancy  P.  and  Essie  Belle.  Mr. 
Smith  is  a Democrat,  and  he  and  Mrs.  Smith  are 
members  of  the  Presbyterian  Church. 

B.  J.  Stuart  is  a prosperous  general  merchant 
of  Sevier  County,  Ark.,  and  is  a native  of  the  State, 
born  in  1854,  a son  of  Robert  and  Sytha  A.  ( Petti- 
. grew)  Stuart,  both  of  whom  were  born  iu  Arkansas, 
in  1824 and  1836,  respectively.  In  1S49  the  former 
took  the  “gold  fever"  and  went  to  California,  but 
in  1852  returned  to  his  native  State.  He  and  wife 
| still  live  in  Sevier  County.  Ark.,  and  are  worthy  til- 
lers of  the  soil.  Their  son,  B.  J.  Stuart,  began  doing 
for  himself  at  the  age  of  nineteen  years,  and  for  ten 
! years  followed  the  occupation  of  farming,  after 
which  ho  began  operating  a saw-mill,  continuing 
i two  years.  He  was  then  chosen  tax  assessor  of 
Sevier  Countv,  a position  he  held  oDe  term  of  two 
years,  after  which  he  opened  a general  mercantile 
establishment,  but  gave  this  up  about  a year  later,  to 
open  a drug  and  grocery  establishment,  a calling  he 
has  successfully  followed  up  to  the  present  time. 

! His  stock  of  goods  is  invoiced  at  about  §8,000,  and 
he  does  an  annual  business  of  $ L),  000.  He  is  a mem- 
ber of  the  A.  F.  A A.  M. , having  attained  to  the 
Chapter  degree,  is  a supporter  of  Democratic  prin- 
ciples, and  he  and  wife  are  worthy  members  of  the 
j Missionary  Baptist  Church.  He  gives  liberally  of 
his  means  in  the  support  of  churches,  schools,  etc., 

1 and  among  his  acquaintances  and  friends,  the  re- 
spect shown  himself  and  wife  is  in  full  keeping 
I with  their  well  established  reputation  for  liberality. 
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hospitality  and  kindness  of  heart.  In  1874 he  was 
married  to  Miss  Hannah  Parker,  a daughter  of 
George  B.  Parker,  of  Arkansas,  a successful  farmer 
and  justice  of  the  peace,  and  to  their  union  live 
children  have  been  born:  Oden  N. , Florence,  Dora, 
Johanna  R.  and  George  B. 

Martin  Y.  Teal  is  a native  of  Georgia,  having 
been  born  in  that  State  May  11,  1843,  a son  of 
George  W.  and  Sarah  (Little)  Teal,  both  North 
Carolinians,  born  in  1S00  and  1804.  respectively. 
They  were  married  in  their  native  State  about  1820 
and  to  their  union  a family  of  twelve  children  were 
born,  nine  of  whom  are  now  living:  John  E.,  Allen 
T. , William.  James,  Isaac,  George  W..  Nathan 
J.,  Malinda  (wife  of  M.  D.  Wathern),  Nancy  J. 
(wife  of  Job  Brock),  Sarah  (wife  of  James  Palmer), 
Polly  R.  (wife  of  Dr.  Palmer),  and  Martin  Y.  The 
family  removed  to  Georgia  at  a very  early  day, 
and  there  the  father  passed  from  life  in  1872,  his 
wife  having  passed  to  her  long  home  in  1886,  both 
earnest  members  of  the  Christian  Church.  Martin 
Y.  Teal  was  married  October  1,  1865,  to  Miss 
Sarah  F.  Goodson,  who  was  born  in  Georgia,  Sep- 
tember 15,  1S43,  and  by  her  has  a family  of  four 
sons  and  seven  daughters:  James  F.,  John  E., 
William  N.,  Lucy  C. , Mary  C.,  Emily  E. , Allen 
M. , Martha  A.,  Frances  E.,  Exie  P.  and  Amanda. 
In  1871  Mr.  Teal  removed  with  his  family  from 
Georgia  to  Arkansas,  and  is  now  the  owner  of  440 
acres  of  exceptionally  fine  land  in  Sevier  County, 
and  has  140  acres  under  the  plow.  He  served  in 
the  Confederate  army  during  the  late  war,  becom- 
ing a member  of  Company  F,  Fortieth  Georgia 
Infantry,  taking  part  in  a number  of  battles  and 
skirmishes,  and  served  from  1861  to  1864  as  a 
private  soldier.  After  leaving  the  army  he  re- 
turned home  and  engaged  in  farming,  and,  as  above 
shown,  has  done  exceptionally  well  as  a tiller  of 
the  soil.  He  is  a Mason  and  a Democrat,  and  he 
and  his  wife  are  members  of  the  Christian  Church. 
Mrs.  Teal  was  first  married  to  George  L.  Goodson 
in  1861,  and  by  him  became  the  mother  of  a daugh 
ter,  Sarah  E.,  who  is  now  deceased,  and  her  hus- 
band died  in  1863.  Mrs.  Teal's  father  was  a 
native  Georgian,  born  in  1819.  and  her  mother  was 
born  in  North  Carolina  in  1820.  Their  marriage 
took  place  in  Georgia  in  1842,  and  in  time  three 
children  were  born  to  their  union:  Sarah  F.,  Nancy 
J. , wife  of  Nathan  Teal,  and  Hasten  B.  (deceased). 
The  father  of  these  children  passed  from  life  in 
1859,  but  his  widow  survives  him,  and  is  a resident 
of  Arkansas,  to  which  State  she  moved  in  1871.  She 
is  a member  of  the  Christian  Church. 

Jacob  C.  M aters  has  arisen  to  considerable 
prominence  in  the  agricultural  affairs  of  Sevier 


County,  and  at  the  present  time  is  the  possessor 
; of  160  acres  of  land,  ninety-live  of  which  are  un- 
der cultivation,  well  stocked  and  improved.  He 
was  born  at  Spartanburg,  S.  C.,  July  18,  iSol, 

; being  a son  of  E.  and  H.  E.  (Kirby)  Waters,  the 
| former  a Georgian  and  the  latter  born  in  South 
! Carolina.  The  following  are  the  names  of  the 
children  born  to  them:  Hosea  (who  was  killed  in 

Virginia,  during  the  late  war),  Wannie,  David  S.. 
Teresa.  Martha  E. , Mary  E. , Agues  L.  and  Jacob 
C.  The  father  was  a farmer,  a Royal  Arch  Ma- 
son, and  he  and  his  wife  were  members  of  the 
Baptist  Church.  They  died  January  14,  1886. 
and  November  18,  1888.  respectively.  The  sub- 
ject of  this  sketch  acquired  a fair  practical  educa- 
tion in  the  common  schools  of  South  Carolina,  but 
on  January  14,  1873,  he  started  west  with  the  in- 
tention of  coming  to  Arkansas,  and  first  settled  in 
Sevier  County.  On  reaching  here  he  had  not  a 
cent  in  the  world  that  he  could  call  his  own,  and 
was  8500  in  debt.  He  soon  after  began  working 
for  II.  IE  Glory,  at  $20  per  month,  con- 
tinuing for  three  years,  and  on  December  23, 
1875,  he  was  married  to  Miss  Sarah  Pickens,  who 
| was  born  in  Arkansas,  February  2,  1858.  They 
have  four  children:  Andrew  E.,  Ida,  William  C., 

and  Charley  E.  Mr.  Waters  has  always  followed 
: the  occupation  of  planting,  and  although  he  began 
his  career  under  numerous  difficulties,  he  has 
prospered  and  now  has  a tine  farm.  Mr.  Waters 
has  ever  supported  the  measures  of  the  Demo- 
crat party,  and  he  and  his  wife  are  earnest  and 
consistent  Christians,  and  are  members  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  South.  Mr.  Waters 
i is  a steward  in  the  same. 

II.  C.  Williamson,  merchant,  Lockesburg, 

1 Ark.  Mr.  W'illiamson  began  business  in  Lockes- 
i burg  in  March,  1870,  under  the  firm  title  of 
John  P.  Lowery  & Co.,  and  was  associated  with 
this  firm  for  one  year.  In  1871  he  formed  a 
, partnership  with  Capt.  B.  E.  Forney,  and  this 
continued  for  two  years.  During  the  year  1873, 
he  was  not  in  business  other  than  collecting  old 
accounts,  etc.  In  1874  he  commenced  in  his  own 
name,  continued  two  years,  and  in  1876  associated 
i with  his  brother,  E.  G.  Williamson,  which  firm 
now  exists.  In  IS  <4  Mr.  Williamson  had  about 
i $1,500  invested  in  bis  business,  and  the  trade 
increased  from  year  to  year.  He  now  carries  a 
stock  of  goods  valued  at  from  88,000  to  $10,000  and 
does  a $10,000  business.  He  deals  in  general 
merchandise  and  supplies.  H.  C.  Williamson  was 
bora  September  1,  1844,  in  YJashinglon,  Hemp- 
stead County,  and  is  a son  of  Thomas  Williamson, 

: a native  of  Darlington  District,  S.  C.,  who  came 
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<o  Hempstead  County  in  1836.  The  paternal  following  engagements:  Belmont,  Port  Hudson 

grandfather,  Thomas  "Williamson,  was  of  English  . and  Jenkins'  Ferry.  He  was  slightly  wounded  on 
parentage,  and  was  a soldier  in  the  Revolutionary  I the  left  shoulder  at  Port  Hudson.  He  is  one  of 
War.  Thomas  Williamson,  Jr.,  was  married  in  j the  few  men  who  entered  the  service  as  a private 
Carolina  in  1832  to  Miss  Mary  B.  Crenshaw,  after  . and  came  out  ranking  the  same  way.  He  sur- 
wliicli  he  moved  to  Alabama,  and  thence  to  rendered  with  his  command  at  Marshall,  Tex., 
Arkansas.  Ho  raised  a family  of  sixteen  children,  1 after  which  he  came  home  and  tilled  the  soil  for 
four  of  whom  are  now7  living,  three  in  Lockesburg,  : three  years.  His  father  had  accumulated  about 
and  C.  W.  is  in  Falls  County,  Tex.  The  father  ; 875,000  or  8100,000,  but  this  was  all  swept  away 
and  mother  both  died  in  Hempstead  County,  the  during  the  war,  and  in  1809  the  outlook  appear- 
former  in  1858,  and  the  latter  in  I860.  The  ! ing  very  gloomy  for  a farmer,  Mr.  Williamson 
father  was  for  twenty  years  a member  of  the  j turned  his  thoughts  toward  merchandising.  He 
Methodist  Church,  as  was  also  his  wife.  H.  C.  ! invested  8500  in  fancy  groceries,  which  comprised 
Williamson  attained  his  growth  on  his  father’s  his  worldly  goods,  and  started  out  in  that  busi- 
farm,  and  early  in  life  his  opportunities  for  an  edu-  , ness.  He  has  been  quite  successful,  and  now  be- 
cation  were  limited.  AY  hen  thirteen  years  of  age  | sides  considerable  property  in  town,  comprising  a 
he  w7as  sent  to  McKensie  College  at  Clarksville,  steam  and  grist-mill,  store,  dwelling,  etc,  he  is 
Tex.,  and  remained  there  until  June  1,  1S0J,  i the  owner  of  from  5,000  to  6,000  acres  of  land, 
when  he  came  home  and  enlisted  in  Company  K,  In  1872  he  espoused  Miss  Alary  Flowers,  of  Sevier 
Twelfth  Arkansas  Infantry,  with  E.  K.  AYilliam-  j County,  and  to  them  have  been  born  six  children — 
son  as  captain.  Until  the  battle  of  Shiloh  he  | three  sons  and  three  daughters:  Louisa  E., 

was  east  of  the  Mississippi  River,  and  after  this  he  | Florence  E.,  Grace,  Earl  H. , Elmer  C.  and  A\  alter, 
came  home  on  a furlough.  Later  he  rejoined  his  ; Airs.  AVilliamson  is  a member  of  the  Cumberland 
regiment  at  Port  Hudson,  and  wTas  there  taken  a ' Presbyterian  Church.  Mr.  AVilliamson  takes  an 
prisoner,  came  home  on  parole,  but  was  exchanged  active  interest  in  all  movements  for  the  material 
shortly  afterward.  He  returned  to  the  army  in  * benefit  of  hi.s  county  and  town.  He  has  always 
1S63,  and  from  that  time  on  was  principally  in  j been  a stanch  Democrat  in  his  political  views. 
Arkansas  and  Louisana.  He  participated  in  the  j 
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era.  part,  embracing  near- 
csye^o'i/©  ly  the  total  area  of  several  town- 
ies? sh  ips,  ranks  in  productive  ca- 
pacity with  the  soils  of  the  best 
river  bottoms.  This  locality  is  un- 
der a high  state  of  cultivation  and 
improvement,  and  the  farmers  have 
no  trouble  to  make  a bale  of  cotton 
to  the  acre.  Some  of  the  best 
farms  of  the  county  are  situated 
here,  and  this  community  is  highly 
prosperous.  Cotton  and  corn  are 
the  principal  crops. 

The  soils  of  the  uplands,  so  called,  are  in 
large  proportion  of  the  variety  known  as  ‘"red 
land”  or  “mulatto.”  These  soils  are  always 
very  productive,  arid  wonderfully  easy  of  cultiva- 
tion; they  are  suited  to  the  production  of  almost 
all  classes  of  crops — cotton,  corn,  the  grasses, 
wheat,  and  in  fact  all  products  adapted  to-Ahis 
latitude. 

It  is  a grand  fruit  country — for  grapes,  peach- 


es, apples,  and  small  fruits  and  berries — of  any 
and  almost  all  sorts.  Vine  growing  in  particular 
may  be  especially  mentioned,  for  this  industry  has 
been  already  extensively  tested  in  the  vicinity  of 
Nashville,  where  the  homo  nurseries,  owned  by  J. 
G.  W.  Yowell,  George  Clark,  Mr.  McClendon  and 
others,  have  large  vineyards  in  successful  culti- 
vation. Experiment  with  nearly  all  varieties  of 
grapes  has  proved  that  the  leading  sorts  may  be 
counted  on  to  mature  free  from  blight  or  injury, 
while  several  kinds  of  wine  grapes  reach  a degree 
of  perfection,  and  produce  a yield  to  the  acre  that 
is  actually  phenomenal.  Vine  is  manufactured  to 
some  extent  by  all  of  these  mentioned,  and  the 
home  nurseries  have  regular  salesmen  and  agents 
for  the  disposition  of  their  vintage,  which  has  a 
reputation  equal  to  the  California  brands. 

The  northern  townships  of  the  county  are  hilly 
and  broken,  but  along  the  creek  bottoms  is  much 
highly  productive  land,  and  considerable  of  the 
upland  too  is  capable  of  cultivation. 

The  timber  area  of  this  county  is  quite  exten- 
sive; it  embraces  all  the  territory  not  under  culti- 
vation, and  includes  a great  variety  of  timber 
woods.  Of  the  soft  woods,  short  leaf  pine  domi- 
nates, and  of  this  sort  there  are  immense  tracts. 
Of  the  oak  there  are  some  thirty  varieties,  which 
include  all  sorts  indigenous  to  this  latitude;  other 
kinds  are  hickory,  gum,  sycamore,  holly,  ash.  pecan, 
walnut,  etc.  No  timber,  and  very  little  lumber  has 
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as  yet  been  shipped  from  this  county.  Railroad 
communication  would  open  up  fields  of  wealth  by 
placing  this  undeveloped  resource  ou  the  market. 

Great  advancement  has  been  recently  made  in 
this  county  in  the  way  of  improving  the  grade  of 
i stock,  both  horses  and  cattle.  There  are  many  really 
valuable  horses  here,  more  being  constantly  im- 
ported, and  greater  care  and  pains  are  taken  with 
j those  that  are  being  bred.  Of  cattle  there  are  some 
superior  Durham,  Holstein  and  Jerseys.  Mr. 
George  M.  Clark,  of  Nashville,  has  a registered  herd 
of  the  latter  strain,  which  ranks  equal  in  distinctive 
points  to  any  of  Eastern  reputation.  There  is  still 
! good  range  in  most  parts  of  the  county,  but  most 
of  the  farmers  are  acquiring  the  habit  of  keeping 
their  stock  in  private  pastures. 

Perhaps  more  than  any  other  resource,  How- 
ard County  may  look  to  the  future  develop- 
ment of  its  mineral  deposits  as  a wealth-producing 
source.  Wherever  investigation  has  been  made, 
the  northern  part  of  this  county  is  found  to  con- 
| tain  rich  and  numerous  veins  of  ore. 

In  the  extreme  northeastern  part— Sections  2 
I and  4,  Township  5,  Range  28 — is  the  famous  de- 
posit of  “white  iron.”  which  gives  the  name  to 
the  mining  district  in  which  it  is  situated.  The 
geological  formation  of  this  part  of  Howard 

rr>  I 

County  exhibits  strong  evidences  of  powerful  in- 
ternal convulsions  and  disruption  of  the  strata. 
Almost  everywhere  the  strata  are  highly  inclined, 
and  there  are  numerous  instances  of  a nearly  verti- 
cal position  of  the  beds.  A great  many  statements 
have  been  made  as  to  the  richness  and  extent  of 
this  so-called  “white  iron”  ore,  none  of  which 
have  as  yet  adequately  told  the  story  of  its  value. 
Among  the  analyses  made  of  this  ore  is  the  follow- 
ing  by  Prof.  Charles  E.  Waite,  of  the  Missouri 


School  of  Mines: 

4V  nter 9.04 

Silica , 16.27 

Ferric  oxide 1.03 

Alumina 2.55 

Sulphur 03 

Phosphoric  acid trace. 


The  outcrop  of  this  ore,  as  far  as  has  been  ex- 
plored, runs  for  several  miles  east  and  west,  show- 
ing in  places  a width  of  from  fifteen  to  thirty  feet, 
with  an  unknown  depth.  Aside  from  a very  few 
openings  of  shallow  depth,  nothing  has  been  done 
in  the  way  of  ascertaining  the  richness  of  the 
veins. 

Immense  deposits  of  manganese  ora  or  pyrolu- 
cito.  are  found  over  all  the  northern  part  of  this 
county,  the  richness  and  extent  of  which  will  be  de- 
termined in  the  near  future.  The  ores  found  iD 
this  locality  might  ire  termed,  in  a general  wav, 


manganiferous  iron  ores.  The  deposits  are  dis- 
covered from  surface  indications  or  “ blow  outs” 
from  veins  which  lie  in  a vertical  position  between 
clearly-defined  walls  of  novaculite.  The  general 
course  of  the  veins  is  from  east  to  west,  and  are 
discoverable  at  many  points  along  their  course. 

Prof.  Waite  gives  four  assays  averaging: 

Metallic  mangftnese 71.20  per  cent 

Silica .4. 2.769  per  cent 

Phosphorus trace. 

Other  analyses  reveal  an  equally  rich  result. 

It  has  long  been  known  that  this  county 
is  rich  in  mineral  deposits,  and  the  only  reason 
that  it  has  not  been  opened  up  earlier,  has  been 
the  want  of  facilities  for  transportation. 

The  only  extensive  mining  operations  in  the 
county  are  the  antimony  mines  and  smelting 
works  at  Antimony  City,  in  the  northwestern  part 
of  the  county,  and  this  is  also  the  largest  estab- 
lishment in  the  State  of  Arkansas.  The  antimony 
ores  are  brought  to  the  surface  from  a depth  of  5 0 
to  150  feet,  and  exist  in  well  defined  crevices, 
bounded  by  regular  smooth-faced  wall-rocks,  stand- 
I ing  nearly  vertical. 

Explorations  prove  the  supply  of  this  mineral 
to  be,  humanly  speaking,  inexhaustible.  The 
deeper  the  shafts  are  sunk,  the  richer  the  ores. 
The  company  working  the  mines  is  the  “ United 
States  Antimony  Company.”  a corporation  of  East- 
ern capitalists.  Several  juts  have  been  sunk  on 
the  different  lodes  with  necessary  hoisting  machin- 
ery and  smelting  furnaces,  built  under  the  sole 
direction  of  William  F.  Roberts,  Jr.,  who  lias  had 
full  charge  of  the  works  since  the  first  pick  was 
used  to  develop  the  mines.  There  is  some  830*\- 
000  invested  in  this  enterprise,  and  though  some 
thirty  miles  from  railroad  facilities,  they  are  sliip- 
] ping  antimony  to  the  East  weekly. 

At  the  time  of  the  organization  of  Howard 
County,  in  1873,  Arkansas  was  passing  through  the 
fiery  furnace  of  reconstruction,  and  it  is  found  that 
in  1874  this  county  was  smothered  by  an  enormous 
debt  of  nearly  800,000. 

The  total  valuation  of  property,  both  real  and 
personal  at  that  time  was  only  8843, 39S,  on  which 
property  was  levied  a tax  of  31  ^ mills.  Scrip  was 
down  to  a value  of  10  cents  on  the  dollar,  and  for  the 
you  no-  count  v of  Howard,  recently  created  with 
enthusiastic  hopes  for  a prosperous  future,  there 
seemed  to  be  no  salvation — bankruptcy  and  ruin 
were  staring  it  iD  the  face. 

With  the  adoption  of  the  new  State  constitution, 
however,  in  IS  <4,  and  the  election  of  capable  and 
efficient  county  officials,  a happy  change  was  at 
once  apparent.  County  scrip  advanced  in  value, 
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the  tax  rate  was  reduced,  property  became  much 
more  valuable,  and  tire  county  debt  rapidly  melted 
away.  The  county  would  long  since  have  been 
free  from  debt,  but  for  the  expense  of  the  trial,  in 
1884,  of  a large  number  of  negro  rioters,  which 
swelled  it  again  nearly  §30,000. 

From  an  examination  of  the  county  boohs  and 
from  information  secured  from  Col.  Somervell, 
county  clerk,  are  obtained  the  following  statistics: 

Total  assessed  value  of  property  in  1880, 
$1,609,220.14;  rate  of  taxation,  13  mills;  county 
debt,  $15,000;  value  of  county  scrip,  about  85  cents 
on  the  dollar.  Comment  on  this  change  in  fifteen 
years  is  unnecessary.  Credit  for  such  a pleasing 
improvement  is  due  to  the  county  officials  who 
have  so  wisely  administered  its  affairs,  to  its  busi- 
ness interests  and  to  its  rich  and  fertile  lands, 
which  have  so  generously  responded  to  the  farmers’ 
toil. 

In  1889  the  number  of  polls  within  the  county 
was  3,042;  number  of  horses,  2,345;  value.  8105,- 
435;  number  of  cattle,  15.030;  value,  890,170; 
number  of  mules,  1,361;  value,  888,405:  number 
of  sheep,  3,890;  value,  $5,272;  number  of  hogs, 
18,953;  value,  $19,374:  number  of  vehicles,  1.212; 
value,  $29,951;  number  of  watches,  274:  value, 
$5,0S6;  number  of  pianos,  51:  value.  $0,540;  value 
of  merchandise,  $151,250;  value  of  money,  notes 
and  credit,  $135,000;  total  valuation  of  all  other 
personal  property,  $151,985:  grand  total  of  all  per- 
sonal property  $789,104;  total  valuation  of  real  es- 
tate, $912,125;  grand  total  valuation,  $1,701,229. 

Number  of  acres,  437,763;  number  of  acres  of 
land  on  tax-books,  243.420;  number  of  acres  in 
cultivation,  135,160;  number  of  acres  occupied  by 
inhabitants,  314,120;  number  of  acres  owned  by 
speculators,  25,000;  number  of  acres  subject  to 
homestead,  98,043. 

White  population,  13,550;  colored,  2.450;  to- 
tal population,  10.000;  school  population.  5,230; 
number  of  school  districts,  52;  number  of  schools, 
143;  number  of  churches,  74:  number  of  business 
houses,  143;  number  of  steam  and  water-mills, 
31;  number  of  ail  other  buildings,  532.  Of 
the  timber  area  about  twenty-eight  per  cent  is 
of  the  soft-wood  varieties:  the  remainder,  or  seven- 
ty-two per  cent,  includes  specimens  of  nearly  all 
the  hard -wood  varieties  known  in  the  United 
States.  A collection  prepared  for  the  New  Or- 
leans Exposition  from  this  county  by  J ohnH.  Bell, 
Thomas  Parish  and  William  Hester,  consisted  of 
128  varieties  of  timber.  This  collection  took  the 
medal  for  the  largest  variety  from  any'  singla 
county. 

Those  who  have  been  called  upon  to  occupy 


positions  of  honorable  public  trust  within  the 
county,  include  the  following: 

County  judges — J.  A.  Corbell,  1S7J-7S;  W. 

R.  Hughes,  1878-82;  (1.  Cl.  Graves,  1882-84;  J. 

H.  Bell,  1884-86:  R.  D.  Neal.  1880-90. 

Clerks-  O.  S.  Hawkins,  1873-74;  J.  P.  Rich- 
ardson. 1871-70;  R.  I).  Owens.  18(0-78;  W . W. 
Hill.  1878-S4;  J.  M.  Somervell,  1884-90. 

Sheriffs — R.  G.  Shaver.  1873-74:  A.  S.  Hutch- 
inson. 1874-S2;  AY.  II.  Briggs,  1882-90. 

Treasurers — Adam  Boyd,  1873-74;  D.  I).  Ree- 
der.  1874 -80;  C.  C.  Latimer,  1880-84:  D.  I).  Ree- 
der, 1884-86;  J.  AY.  Bishop,  1886-90. 

Coroners — Samuel  Bovd,  1873-74;  D.  Thomas, 
1874-70;  G.  51.  Clark,  1876-78;  AY.  J.  Talbott. 
1S7S-S2;  R.  S.  Sypert,  1882-84;  W.  J.  Talbott, 
1884-86;  J.  Graves,  1886—90. 

Surveyors — G.  L.  Martindale.  18(3-74;  T.  D. 
Draper,  1874-76;  I.  A.  Falls,  1876-78;  G.  L. 
Martindale,  1S7S-86:  I.  51.  Puckett,  1886-88; 
Jesse  A.  Falls,  1888-90. 

Assessors — AY.  J.  Hicks,  1873-74;  D.  Turpen-  ' 
tine,  1 87  I— 78 ; C.  H.  Burton,  1S(S-S0;  E.  Hunter, 
1880-82;  J.  T.  King,  1882-84;  Thomas  Parish, 
1884-90. 

The  Representatives  to  the  General  Assembly' 
have  been  O.  P.  Anderson,  1875;  R.  L.  Duncan, 
1377;  AY.  J.  Lee,  1879;  R.  D.  Owens,  1881:  AV. 

J.  Lee.  1883;  J.  A.  Corbel),  1885-87;  J.  D. 
Shaver,  1889. 

The  delegate  to  the  State  Constitutional  Con- 
vention in  1874  was  Jacob  Custer. 

Howard  County  was  organized  by  an  act  of  the 
General  Assembly7  April  17,  1873.  It  was  stricken 
principally  from  Hempstead  and  Sevier  Counties, 
though  small  portions  were  taken  from  Polk  and 
Pike.  Much  of  its  earliest  history7  is  inextricably 
connected  with  the  history  of  those  counties,  and 
to  them  the  reader  is  referred  for  fuller  details 
concerning  this  county. 

Centre  Point  was  selected  as  the  temporary- 
seat  of  justice,  and  was  soon  definitely  chosen  as 
its  permanent  location.  A large  dwelling  was  pur- 
chased from  5[r.  Clardy  for  a court  house,  which 
with  some  changes  is  still  in  use.  During  the 
terms  of  County  Judges  Hughes  and  Bell  a com- 
modious tire-proof  vault  for  the  storage  of  the 
county-  records  was  constructed. 

In  1889  an  appropriation  of  $2,500  was  allowed 
for  the  erection  of  a jail;  the  contract  was  given 
by-  the  county  court  to  Redding  A Storm,  on  a bid 
of  $1,332.50,  early  in  1890. 

The  county  limits  have  remained  unchanged 
since  its  organization,  and  comprise  an  area  of  030 
square  miles.  Howard  County  is  geographically 
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| located  in  the  southwestern  part  of  Arkansas.  It 
is  bounded  on  the  north  by  Polk  and  Pike,  on  the 
east  by  Pike  and  Hempstead,  on  the  south  by 
Hempstead,  and  on  the  west  by  Sevier  and  Polk 
Counties.  Its  greatest  length  is  forty-two  miles 
north  and  south,  and  its  average  width  is  about 
twelve  miles.  It  has  an  area  of  630  square  miles, 
or  403,200  acres.  Topographically  it  may  be 
classed  in  two  divisions  or  districts,  the  northern 
half,  or  district,  being  broken,  hilly  and  even 
mountainous,  while  it  extends  toward  the  south  in 
a much  more  regular  surface.  Its  principal 
streams  are  the  Saline  Creek,  which  forms  a large 
portion  of  the  western  boundary:  Harris  Creek, 
which  flows  through  the  northwestern  part;  the 
Muddy  Fork  branch  of  the  Little  Missouri,  in  the 
eastern  part.  Mines  Creek  rises  in  the  central 
part  of  the  county,  a little  east  of  Centre  Point, 
and,  flowing  south,  empties  into  the  Saline  Creek. 
Along  the  valley  of  this  beautiful  stream  is  much 
| rich  bottom  land,  and  many  valuable  plantations, 
and  the  city  of  Nashville  has  a site  upon  its  banks. 
It  derived  its  name  from  mining  operations  upon, 
its  banks  before  the  settlement  of  the  country. 

The  Baptist  Church  at  Nashville  must  have 
been  organized  about  1S36,  and  is  the  oldest  church 
in  the  limits  of  Howard  County.  The  present 
church  edifice  was  erected  in  1849.  The  grove 
about  the  old  church  was  long  used  as  a camp-meet- 
ing ground. 

The  Nashville  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
South,  was  organized  in  1880,  with  the  Rev. 
Thomas  H.  Ware  first  pastor,  and  C.  W.  Baldridge 
and.  wife,  W.  F.  Lee,  James  T.  Lane  and  wife, 
Mrs.  Rector,  Miss  Minnie  Rector  and  Mrs.  Nellie 
Shepherd  as  first  members.  They  worshiped  in 
the  old  Baptist  Church  till  18S5,  when  they  erected 
their  present  neat  church  edifice  at  a cost  of  about 
I $1,000.  They  have  a present  membership  of  140, 
with  Rev.  J.  A.  Biggs,  pastor. 

The  Cumberland  Presbyterian  Church  of  Nash- 
j ville  was  organized  in  1884,  with  Rev.  R.  E.  Lee 
first  pastor.  The  original  members  were  J.  M. 
i Gibson  and  wife,  J.  N.  Collins  and  wife,  Mrs. 
Ware,  Mrs.  Paxton,  Samuel  Crossnoe  and  wife. 
The  present  church  was  erected  in  the  spring  of 
1889  at  a cost  of  $1,050.  The  present  member- 
ship of  seventy-five  is  presided  over  bv  C.  H. 
Tally. 

Saratoga  Church  of  the  Christian  denomina- 
tion was  organized  in  1877  by  Rev.  J.  R.  Jones. 
The  next  year  they  erected  their  present  church 
building.  The  original  members  were  W.  Q. 
Fricks  and  wife,  John  Spates.  Thomas  Spates,  S. 
F.  McJunkius  and  wife  and  others,  about  thirty  in 


all.  The  present  membership  is  eighty,  and  the 
! Rev.  J.  H.  Hile  is  present  pastor. 

Mineral  Springs  Missionary  Baptist  Church, 

| formerly  known  as  Greenville  Church,  was  organ- 
ized in  July,  1865.  Some  of  its  early  members 
were  \Y.  E.  Cook  and  wife,  J.  M.  Greathouse  and 
wife,  Martha  McElroy,  Patrona  Williams.  The 
first  pastor  was  Rev.  E.  Merrill.  They'  now  have 
a membership  of  about  eighty,  with.  W.  C.  Strick- 
I land  present  pastor. 

The  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  South,  of  Cen- 
j tre  Point,  was  organized  prior  to  1839.  The  first 
pastor  was 'John  C.  Kolbe,  and  some  of  the  first 
members  were  John  H.  Props,  L.  C.  Props,  R.  Tur- 
rentine.  Lemuel  Wakelee,  John  H.  Carr.  Robert 
i Messer,  Jacob  Custer.  The  present  membership 
i is  116,  with  Rev.  A.  D.  Jenkins  pastor.  This  old 
j church  was  formerly  known  as  Props  Chapel. 

The  Cumberland  Presbyterian  Church,  of  C-en- 
! tre  Point,  was  organized  in  October,  1886.  by  the 
Rev.  J.  W.  Shinn,  and  with  D.  C.  Cowling  and 
wife,  Susan  F.  Cowling,  James  J.  Cowling.  George 
| M.  Oakley,  S.  McGowan  and  wife.  William  Ison 
| and  wife,  Jennie  M.  Ansley  and  Elizabeth  Morgan, 
j first  members. 

The  Missionary  Baptist  Church,  of  Centre 
Point,  was  organized  May  31,  1886.  James  H. 

! Bennett  was  the  first  pastor,  and  the  following  are 
the  names  of  the  original  members:  Mrs.  M.  E. 
Pope,  John  H.  Sellers,  Mrs.  Ann  Sellers.  Mrs. 
j Alma  Bonner,  W.  E.  Bonner,  Miss  Laura  Bonner. 
R.  S.  Morgan,  John  L.  Rivers,  Mrs.  M.  J.  Rivers, 
J.  W.  Hill  and  wife,  and  daughters  Emma  and 
Mattie,  Miss  Ella  Meeks,  Charles  A . Baldwin, 
Mrs.  Melvina  Pope,  Mrs  E.  E.  Briggs.  A good 
: church  building  was  erected  in  the  fall  of  1SS6.  at 
! a cost  of  $1,200.  This  church  has  a present 
i membership  of  sixty-one.  R.  S.  Howard  is  clerk. 

County  Line  Missionary  Baptist  Church  was 
organized  about  1850.  Mr.  Briuklev,  Dr.  Richard 

O * 

j Owens  and  others,  were  among  the  first  members, 

! Rev.  Cochran  being  first  pastor.  The  church  is 
j situated  on  the  old  county  line  between  Hempstead 
| and  Sevier  Counties,  four  miles  west  of  Nashville. 

| The  present  membership  is  over  160.  James 
Copeland  is  pastor. 

Belmont  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  was  or- 
ganized about  1886  with  P.  C.  Young  and  family. 
Mrs.  Louisa  Parish,  Mrs.  Mitchell,  and  Mrs.  Wake- 
field. Rev.  A.  B.  Wakefield  was  the  first  pastor. 
The  present  membership  is  about  125,  with  J.  A. 
Briggs  pastor. 

Blue  Bayou  Christian  Church  was  organized  in 
1880  by  Rev.  J.  R.  Jones.  Some  of  the  first 
i members  were  A.  W.  Reese,  G.  A . Copeland,  G. 
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W.  Cheshire,  P.  C.  Hale,  5Y.  5\8  Reese  and  family, 
Thomas  F.  Garner  and  family,  A.  R.  Floyd  and 
family,  J.  H.  Watson  and  family,  W.  G.  Dorsey 
and  family.  The  present  membership  is  100,  and 
the  pastor,  C.  W.  Wilmeth. 

Of  the  lodges  in  Howard  County,  Centre  Point  1 
Lodge  No.  87,  A.  F.  A:  A.  M.,  was  organized 
November  S,  1855,  with  John  S.  Burt,  master; 

R.  W.  Cannon,  S.  W.  ; Moses  Hill,  J.  W.  They 
have  a present  membership  of  thirty-two,  with  the  ; 
following  officials:  G.  G.  Graves,  master;  J.  W.  ; 
Bishop,  S.  \Y. ; J.  51.  Somervell,  J.  W.  ; J.  L.  Riv- 
ers, Sec.;  P.  P.  Jones,  Treas. ; W.  51.  Hester.  S. 

D. ; J.  B.  Barton,  J.  D.  ; J.  H.  Rivers,  tyler. 

Hill  Royal  Arch  Chapter  No.  20.  A.  F.  & A.  51.. 
was  organized  at  Centre  Point  under  dispensation 
September  17,  1853.  with  5Ioses  Hill,  II.  P. ; \\  8 C. 
Sparks,  E.  K. ; James  Clardy,  E.  S. ; James  F.  5Iil- 
ler.  C.  H. ; John  S.  Burt,  P.  S.  ;F.  51.  Thomas,  R.  A. 

C. ; Nathan  Levi,  G.  51.  3d  58 ; Charles  F.  English, 

G.  51.  2d  X. ; W.  C.  Sypert.  G.  51.  1st  58  It  received 
its  charter  November  0,  1 Sb4,  and  the  following  were  ; 
iffi  charter  members:  5ioses  ITill,  H.  P. ; \V.  C. 
Sparks,  E.  K. ; John  Clardy,  E.  S. ; Messrs.  F.  Mil- 
ler, John  S.  Burt.  F.  51.  Thomas,  Nathan  Levi,  C.  ^ 
F.  English  and  5V.  C.  Sypert.  The  present  mem- 
bership is  thirty-one,  with  the  following  officials: 

S.  McCowen,  H.  P. ; G.  G.  Graves,  E.  K. ; J.  O. 
Forgy,  E.  S. ; T.  5Y.  Dovle,  C.  H. ; J.  A.  Thomas.  P. 

S. ; F.  5Y.  Lee,  R.  A.  C. ; J.  5Y.  Bishop.  G.  51.  3d  Y. ; 
558  J.  Talbott,  G.  51.  2d  58  ; N.  Levi,  Treas. ; J.  A. 
Hughes,  Sec.  Several  members  both  of  the  Chap- 
ter and  of  the  Blue  Lodge  of  Centre  Point  are  deep 
students  in  5Iasonry,  and  these  have  always  been 
flourishing  lodges. 

Pleasant  5ralley  Lodge  No.  30,  A.  F.  & A.  51. , 
of  Nashville,  was  organized  November  17,  1849, 
with  A.  B.  Clements,  master;  I.  S.  Turrentine, 

S.  5Y. ; R.  P.  Thomas,  J.  5Y.  The  present  officials 
are  J.  T.  Holt.  W.  51.  : William  Weaver,  S.  5Y. ; R. 

H.  Parker,  J.  5Y. ; James  P.  Aliilwee.  Treas.  ; S.  A. 
Downs,  Sec. ; Sims  Draper,  S.  I). ; Bank  5Vrigkt,  j 
J.  D. ; L.  L.  Setliff,  tyler.  This  lodge  has  num- 
bered on  its  roll  many  members  who  were  deeply 
learned  in  5Iasonic  lore. 

The  first  newspaper  published  in  Howard  i 
County  was  the  Centre  Point  Courier,  started  by 
Hicks  &•  Hawkins  in  1373.  as  a Republican  organ. 
Only  a few  numbers  were  issued,  wrhen  its  publica- 
tion was  suspended. 

The  next  paper  was  the  Howard  County  Ad- 
vocate, started  in  1375,  by  E.  J.  Ellis,  who  con- 
ducted the  paper  at  Centre  Point  for  about  throe 
years,  when  lie  sold  it  to  Grace  & Tullis,  who 
changed  its  name  to  the  Centre  Point  News.  Air. 
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Tullis  later  bought  the  entire  interest,  and  shortly 
removed  to  5Iineral  Springs,  where  he  soon  con- 
solidated with  the  Telephone  of  that  place,  under 
the  name  of  Telephone  News. 

In  1884  this  office  was  sold  to  J.  5Y.  Lee,  but 
the  proprietors  of  the  Telephone  News  immedi- 
ately purchased  a new  outfit,  and  started  the 
Nashville  News  at  Nashville.  In  November,  1837, 
it  passed  into  the  hands  of  George  L.  Rector, 
who  leased  it  to  Turner  <fc  Briggs,  who  purchased 
it  from  51r.  Rector  in  5Iarch,  1833.  In  December 
of  the  same  year,  Air.  Turner  bought  the  entire 
interest,  and  it  has  since  been  conducted  by  him, 
with  firm  and  vigorous  adherence,  to  the  Demo- 
cratic party,  politically.  Air.  Turner  has  more  than 
doubled  its  circulation  during  the  short  time  that 
it  has  heen  in  his  hands,  and  with  a purpose  to 
still  further  increase  its  usefulness,  by  showing 
the  future  possibilities  of  Howard  County. 

The  Alineral  Springs  Telephone  was  started 
at  Alineral  Springs,  by  J.  L.  5\  adley,  who  conducted 
it  for  several  years,  and  consolidated  it  with  the 
News,  recently  removed  from  Centre  Point,  when 
it  became  the  Telephone  News.  In  1834  Air.  5Y. 

J.  Lee  bought  the  outfit  of  the  Telephone  News 
and  started  the  Home  Journal  at  Alineral  Springs. 
After  conducting  it  one  year  he  sold  out  to  R.  H. 

5Y addell,  who  moved  the  paper  to  Pike  County. 

In  1S83  5Ir.  E.  J.  Ellis  started  another  paper- 
in  Centre  Point,  which  he  named  the  Advocate,  as 
before.  Fire  destroyed  this  office  and  its  outfit  in 
February,  1834.  5\  hat  was  left  after  the  fire  was 

rented  to  \58  S.  Grant,  who  bought  new  material  and 
resumed  its  publication  under  the  name  of  the 
Tocsin.  5Ir.  Grant  conducted  this  paper  till 
June,  18S6.  when  its  publication  was  suspended 
at  Centre  Point,  but  later  resumed  at  Lockesburg, 
Sevier  County. 

In  Alarch.  1888,  Air.  E.  J.  Ellis  started  still 
another  paper — his  third — at  Centre  Point.  Ibis 
he  called  the  Dollar  Signal,  and  published  it  till 
August  of  the  same  year,  when  it  was  discontinued. 

In  Alarch,  1389,  the  office  and  equipment  were  pur- 
chased by  a stock  company,  and  the  publication 
resumed  under  the  name  of  the  Howard  County 
Press.  On  June  20,  1889,  Alorgan  A Forgy  pur- 
chased the  plant,  and  have  since  conducted  it  on  a 
sound  Democratic  platform.  The  present  proprie- 
tors are  young  men  of  energy,  and  by  their  indus- 
try are  doing  much  to  extend  the  influence  of  the 
Press,  which  is  the  only  paper  published  at  the 
county  seat. 

The  5Yatchman  is  a weekly  paper  issued  by  the 
Nazareth  Publication  Society,  at  Corinth.  It.  was 
started  in  December  of  1889,  and  is  issued  in  the 
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interest  of  Nazareth  University  at  Corinth,  How- 
ard County. 

The  people  of  Howard  County  have  always 
taken  a great  interest  in  educational  matters,  and 
as  a consequence,  the  schools  of  this  county  have 
ranked  high.  At  Mineral  Springs  there  has  been 
an  educational  institution  to  which  have  been 
drawn  pupils  from  all  parts  of  this  and  adjoining 
counties.  The  healthfulness  of  this  location  still 
makes  it  popular,  and  the  school  is  in  a flourishing 
condition.  There  is  a public  high  school  at  Nash- 
ville, ranking  among  the  good  schools  of  the  State. 
At  Centre  Point  and  Corinth  are  academies  which 
have  a reputation  for  thoroughness  in  school  work 
that  attracts  many  pupils. 

The  school  fund  of  the  county  is  large,  and  af- 
ter paying  over  $10,000  in  teachers'  salaries  in 
1SSS,  there  was  a balance  in  the  hands  of  the 
county  treasurer  of  over  $5,000  for  school  pur- 
poses. 

There  are  fifty-two  school  districts,  which  have 
a total  enumeration  of  over  5.000  children  of 
school  age.  Most  of  these  take  advantage  of  the 
opportunity,  and  attend  school  several  months  dur- 
ing the  year.  Coming  settlers  may  rest  assured 
that  in  respect  to  public  schools  their  children  will 
have  satisfactory  advantage. 

Among  the  first  lawyers  to  settle  in  this  county 
after  its  organization  were  J.  W.  Barney,  Gen.  R. 
G.  Shaver  (the  first  sheriff),  John  R.  Arrington  (a 
man  of  brilliant  attainments),  A.  B.  Grace  (at 
present  a citizen  of  Pine  Bluff)  and  J.  E.  Borden. 

The  personnel  of  the  legal  bar  of  Howard 
County  in  1SD0  included  Gen.  R.  G.  Shaver,  Fea- 
zel  & Rodgers  and  Downs  Sc  Sutton,  of  Nashville, 
W.  D.  Lee,  William  M.  Greene  (prosecuting  attor- 
ney) and  J.  D.  Shaver  (Representative),  of  Centre 
Point. 

Of  the  crimes  and  noted  cases,  by  far  the  most 
important  was  the  negro  uprising  in  1883,  the  facts 
of  which  are  as  follows:  In  July,  of  1SS3,  a white 

citizen,  residing  in  the  southern  part  of  the  county, 
was  having  a party  line  surveyed  between  his  farm 
and  the  property  of  one  J im  Marshall,  a colored 
man,  J.  M.  Wyatt  being  one  of  the  chain-bearers. 
Difficulty  arose  as  to  the  accuracy  of  the  work  be- 
ing clone,  and  a quarrel  and  fight  took  place  be- 
tween Marshall  and  Air.  Wyatt.  The  negro,  it 
seems,  came  out  second  best,  and  left  greatly  in- 
censed, and  immediately  proceeded  to  organize  a 
large  force  of  “fellow-countrymen,"  whom  he  se- 
cured principally  from  Hempstead  County.  At 
secret  meetings  they  made  out  a list  of  several  white 
men  whom  they  proposed  to  kill,  with  Wyatt's  name 
at  the  head.  In  a few  days,  July  24,  an  organized 


band  of  some  seventy- five  proceeded  to  Wyatt’s 
farm,  coming  upon  him  as  he  was  plowing,  and  lit- 
erally riddled  him  with  shot.  After  killing  him 
they  went  to  his  house,  when  they  told  Airs. 
Wyatt  of  their  deed,  and  also  insulted  and  abused 
her.  They  then  went  to  a school-house  after  the 
teacher,  a Air.  Montgomery,  who,  however,  made 
his  escape,  and  at  once  proceeded  to  spread  the 
alarm.  The  negroes  then  retired  to  the  woods  in 
ambush,  near  the  main  Washington  and  Alineral 
Springs  road. 

The  deputy  sheriff  (Harkness)  of  Hempstead 
County,  and  seventy-five  men,  mostly  from  How- 
ard County,  gathered  at  Wyatt’s  house,  and  after 
a consultation  of  Sheriff  Harkness  and  some  of  the 
leading  citizens  who  were  present,  it  was  decided 
to  place  the  men  in  charge  of  James  F.  Smith, 
who  held  a commission  as  major  in  the  State 
militia.  Alaj.  Smith  organized  and  proceeded  to 
the  reported  place  of  ambush,  but  the  negroes 
learning  of  their  approach,  had  dispersed  in  small, 
bands,  and  oiie  of  these,  consisting  of  ten  men, 
was  captured  in  a barn  on  the  place  of  Prince 
Alarshall,  a brother  of  the  leader.  Several  other 
strao’oflers  were  secured  in  various  places.  During 
the  night  they  reorganized  at  the  house  of  one 
Sam  Johnson,  a prominent  negro  in  the  neighbor- 
hood. A small  crowd  of  tenor  fifteen  had  gath- 
ered at,  Henry  Gamble's,  when  a squad  of  whites, 
under  Capt.  John  H.  Bell,  proceeded  to  make 
their  capture.  On  the  approach  of  Capt.  Bell  the 
negroes  opened  fire;  Bell’s  men  responded,  and  in 
the  charge  killed  three  and  captured  the  remain- 
der. 

In  the  meantime  it  was  discovered  that  the 
main  force  was  fortified  in  a large  log  house  and 
its  surrounding  yard,  belonging  to  Sam  Johnson. 
Alaj.  Smith,  with  his  men,  proceeded  to  that 
place,  halted  in  sight,  and  in  a personal  parley  en- 
deavored to  secure  a quiet  surrender,  which  the 
negroes  refused  to  do.  Capt.  Bell  now  arrived, 
but-  was  halted  by  Alaj.  Smith,  who  returned  to 
the  negroes  and  offered  them  their  last  chance. 
While  he  was  taking  the  men,  the  men.  becoming 
somewhat  impatient,  began  to  close  in  and  sev- 
eral shots  were  fired,  and  nothing  but  the  author- 
ity and  influence  of  Alaj.  Smith  prevented  a gen- 
eral massacre.  The  mob  now  came  to  terms, 
accepted  the  conditions,  and  forty-five  were  cap- 
tured, who  were  turned  over  to  Deputy  Sheriff 
Pope,  of  Howard  County,  who  took  them  to  Alin- 
eral Springs,  where  they  were  kept  under  guard 
for  a few  days,  and  then  removed  to  Centre  Point, 
where  they  were  kept  in  custody  till  the  Sep- 
tember term  of  court,  whereupon  they  were 
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tried  and  convicted  as  follows:  .Three,  Charles 
Wright,  Lige  Thompson  and  Henry  Carr,  sen- 
tenced to  be  hung;  thirty-two  sentenced  to  prison 
for  various  terms,  ranging  from  live  to  twenty 
| years.  Charles  Wright  was.  hanged  in  April, 

| 1884,  but  Thompson  and  Carr  obtained  a new 

trial  and  were  sentenced  to  twenty  years  in  the 
penitentiary.  Only  four  are  in  prison  at  the 
present  time,  the  others  having  been  pardoned  out 
on  petitions  signed  by  some  of  the  leading  citizens 
of  Howard  County. 

This  negro  uprising  was  the  cause  of  great  ex- 
! cite  merit  in  the  county  at  the  time,  and  over  a 

thousand  men  soon  congregated  at  Mineral  Springs. 
The  place  was  also  visited  by  Gov.  Berry  and  Gen. 
Newton  soon  after  the  event. 

The  killing  of  Miss  Mollie  Stephens  occurred 
j in  1880.  She  and  Miss  Sallie  Stokes  had  a quarrel 
about  their  sweetheart.  Soon  after  Miss  Stokes 
rode  to  the  Stephens  home  and  called  Mollie  out 
and  deliberately  stabbed  her  in  the  neck,  killing 
I her  instantly.  Miss  Stokes  rode  back  home,  but 
was  at  once  arrested  and  indicted.  She  took  a 
change  of  venue  to  Clark  County,  and  in  the  sub- 
sequent trial  was  acquitted. 

In  the  fall  of  1885  a man  named  Ford  was 
playing  billiards  in  a saloon  at  Nashville,  when  C. 
C.  Moore  came  in  and  began  some  interference 
j with  the  game.  Ford  struck  him  with  the  que, 
and  as  he  was  making  the  second  or  third  pass. 
Moore  drew  a pistol  and  shot  him.  The  shot  was 
| almost  immediately  fatal,  as  Ford  could  only  stag- 
ger to  the  door,  where  he  dropped  dead.  Moore 
| was  arrested,  indicted,  but  took  a change  of  venue 
to  Sevier  County,  where,  after  two  trials,  he  was 
acquitted  on  the  third. 

In  1888  this  same  C.  C.  Moore  was  living  near 
Antimony  City.  Here  in  a drunken  quarrel  he 
threatened  the  life  of  Dr.  William  Roberts,  and  to 
make  good  bis  threat,  secreted  himself  behind  a 
stump,  intending  to  shoot  Roberts  as  he  passed  by. 
Roberts,  on  the  lookout  for  treachery,  saw  Moore 
as  be  was  in  the  act  of  shooting,  fired  first,  giving 
Moore  a fatal  wound.  He  lived  about  an  hour, 
and  during  this  time  told  Dr.  Roberts  be  did  right 
in  shooting  him.  Roberts  was  justly  acquitted  by 
the  coroner's  jury  of  inquest. 

The  rumors  and  reports  of  war  early  in  1801, 
wrought  great  excitement  among  the  people  of  what 
is  now  Howard  County,  and  early  in  June.  1501, 
a company  of  soldiers  was  recruited  at  Nashville, 
by  Messrs.  Neal,  Smith,  McCowan  and  others.  On 
the  organization  of  this  company, which  was  called, 
tlio  “Davis  Blues,”  J.  L.  Neal  was  elected  cap- 
tain, S.  McCowan,  first,  P.  R.  Smith,  second  and 


Asbery  McCowen,  third  lieutenants.  This  company 
did  not  join  the  Confederate  service,  but  going  out 
as  State  troops,  left  Nashville  June  10,  and  marched 
to  Little  Rock, where  they  were  mustered  into  serv- 
ice June  25,  and  attached  to  the  Fourth  Arkansas 
Infantry.  They  were  at  once  sent  fo  Northwest 
Arkansas  and  Southwest  Missouri,  where  they 
were  in  the  battle  of  Oak  Hill  or  Wilson’s  Creek. 
August  10.  The  company  was  led  into  tins  en- 
gagement by  Capt.  A.  S.  Hutchinson,  who  had 
been  elected  captain  at  Camp  Walker,  in  Wash- 
ington County,  where  Capt.  Neal  bad  previously 
been  elected  lieutenant-colonel  of  the  regiment. 
In  this  battle  several  men  were  killed,  and  Col. 
Neal  was  mortally  wounded.  The  regiment  was 
disbanded  here,  and  all  the  soldiers  returned  to 
their  respective  homes,  but  those  from  Howard 
County  almost  immediately  re-enlisted  in  other 
companies  raised  there. 

The  excitement  attending  the  news  of  battle 
was  now  running  high,  and  the  following  compa- 
nies were  organized  in  the  fall  of  1SG1:  Company 
G — D.  C.  Cowling,  captain,  and  George  M.  Clark.  L. 
A.  Williams  and  F.  M.  Thompson,  first,  second  and 
third  lieutenants;  Company  B — McCaslin,  captain, 
and  C.  B.  Haller,  Fowler  Henry  and  J.  O.  Forgy. 
lieutenants;  Company  C — IV.  W.  M atson,  captain; 
Company  E — Nathan  Eldriclge,  captain;  Company 
I — B.  H Kinsworthy,  captain.  These  five  compa- 
nies were  dispatched  to  the  northwestern  part  of  the 
State,  when  they  were  attached  to  the  Nineteenth 
Arkansas  Infantry,  when  they  soon  took  part  in  the 
battle  of  Pea  Ridge  or  Elkhorn.  After  that  battle 
they  were  sent  into  the  Indian  nation  under  Gen. 
Pike,  where  they  remained  till  early -in  July,  1802, 
when  they”  were  ordered  to  Camp  White  Sulphur, 
near  Pine  Bluff,  and  from  that  camp  to  Arkansas 
Post  about  November  1.  On  January  S,  1SG3.  af- 
ter a heavy  battle,  that  post  was  captured  by  the 
enemy,  and  nearly  all  the  members  of  the  Nine- 
teenth Regiment  were  taken  prisoners.  These  men 
were  exchanged  at  City  Point,  and  the  regiment 
reorganized  at  AVartraee  in  Tennessee,  participat- 
ing in  the  battle  of  Cbickamauga  and  in  most  of 
the  battles  of  the  Georgia  campaign,  and  with 
Hood  marched  back  to  Tennessee,  after  the  fall  of 
Atlanta.  A part  of  the  regiment  was  captured 
in  Tennessee,  and  the  remainder  joined  Gen. 
Johnston,  and  surrendered  with  his  army  near 
Greensboro,  N.  C.  Besides  these  five  organized 
companies,  many  men  were  sent  as  recruits  to  these 
and  various  other  companies;  some  joined  compa- 
nies raised  in  other  counties,  so  that  in  all,  it  is 
estimated  that  from  the  present  territory  of  How- 
ard County,  at  least  1,000  men  were  furnished, 
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first  and  last,  to  swell  tbe  ranks  of  the  Con- 
federate army.  Quite  a number  also,  mostly  from 
the  northern  part  of  the  county,  cast  their  fortunes 
with  the  opposing  side,  and  joined  the  Federal 
forces. 

Nashville,  the  metropolis  of  Howard  County, 
and  one  of  the  most  thriving  towns  in  Southwest 
Arkansas,  has  a situation  at  the  terminus  of  the 
Arkansas  A Louisiana  Railroad,  in  the  eastern 
part  of  the  county.  It  is  situated  in  Sections  23 
and  20,  Township  9 south,  Range  27  west.  Its 
foundation  antedates  1840.  but  its  present  pros- 
perity is  the  result  of  the  completion  of  the  rail- 
road to  its  doors.  It  possesses  many  natural  advan- 
tages for  a town  site;  having  a situation  on  the 
banks  of  Mine  Creek,  it  is  well  drained,  and  is  mostly 
built  on  a gravely  foundation.  Grape  culture  is  a 
prominent  feature  of  its  agricultural  pursuits,  and 
the  flourishing  vineyards  of  J.  G.  W.  Yowell,  Capt. 
George  Clark  and  Mr.  McClendon,  show  by  actual 
results,  that  there  can  be  no  country  better  adapt- 
ed to  the  prosecution  of  this  industry.  The  farm- 
ing country  on  all  sides  is  mostly  improved,  and 
very  productive.  Its  trade  is  drawn  from  several 
adjoining  counties,  and  from  portions  of  the  In- 
dian Territory.  Its  merchants  are  sound  and  sub- 
stantial business  men,  who  were,  in  the  main, 
trained  to  mercantile  pursuits  from  their  youth,  and 
to  whose  sagacity,  the  future  prosperity  of  this 
beautiful  little  city  may  be  safely  intrusted.  Its 
early  history  dates  back  to  the  settlement,  made 
one  and  one-half  miles  south  of  the  present  town 
site,  by  Isaac  Cooper  Perkins.  He  was  one  of  the 
enterprising  spirits  among  the  early  pioneers,  and 
is  heard  of  as  being  identified  with  all  laudable 
enterprises  of  his  day  and  time.  Others  who  came 
soon  after  Mr.  Perkins  were  Maj.  Lewis  and  a Mr. 
Greene. 

Hawks  A Sandiford  started  the  first  store  in  a 
building  which  stood  on  the  present  site  of  Lowen- 
burg’s  present  stand.  Other  early  merchants  were 
Smith  A Coulter  and  Neal  A Kinsworthy,  all  in 
business  here  before  the  war.  About  1836  a Bap- 
tist Church  organization  was  effected  at  this  place, 
at  first  worshiping  under  an  arbor,  or  at  the 
houses  of  some  of  the  members.  They  later  erected 
a frame  church  building,  which  was  torn  down  in 
1849,  and  the  present  two- story  edifice  erected 
jointly,  by  the  church  and  the  Masonic  frater- 
nity. The  fine  grove  surrounding  this  old  church 
was  a popular  camp  meeting  ground  years  ago. 

All  business  was  practically  suspended  during 
the  war,  Dr.  Dowd,  who  had  bought  out  Neal  A: 
Kinsworthy,  being  the  only  ono  to  attempt  any 
trade.  The  first  to  start  after  the  war  was  A.  An- 


derson, and  in  the  fall  of  1895  Rector  A Svpert. 
Mr.  Svpert  was  an  old  merchant  at  Tempcrance- 
ville;  in  1859—00  he  had  erected  a large,  two-story 
store  house  in  Nashville,  intending  to  remove  his 
business  there,  but  the  war  prevented  his  doing 
! this  till  1805,  when  he  formed  a partnership  with 
Mr.  Rector.  This  firm  continued  till  the  death  of 
Mr.  Rector,  in  1808.  In  .1809  Mr.  Svpert,  opened 
for  himself,  and  continued  inactive  business  twenty 
years,  and  on  his  retirement  in  1888,  the  business 
was  continued  by  his  son.  in  partnership  with  Mr. 
Parker  and  Williams,  under  the  firm  name  of  Sy- 
pert.  Parker  A Co.  Other  merchants  have  been 
D.  M.  Bryant,  George  M.  Clark,  Nat  Richmond, 
Yowell  A Rector.  D.  D.  Womack,  milling  interests. 
Clements  A Thomas  erected  the  first  steam- mill,  one 
mile  east  of  town.  The  first  post-office  was  estab- 
lished about  1840,  with  Amasiah  Lewis  first  post- 
master, and  was  called  Mine  Creek;  it  was  located 
on  the  present  site  of  Mr.  F.  T.  Shepherd’s  resi- 
dence. 

The  city  was  incorporated  by  an  act  of  the 
county  court  in  October,  18S3,  and  the  following 
officers  were  soon  elected:  Dr.  D.  A.  Hutchinson, 

mayor;  Elias  Brown,  recorder;  John  Ramage, 
treasurer;  G.  Y.  Thomas,  marshal;  Dr.  T.  S. 
Jaques,  D.  D.  Womack,  John  M.  Gibson,  H.  M. 
Baker  and  J.  G.  W.  Yowell.  aldermen. 

The  railroad  was  completed  to  Nashville  in  the 
spring  of  1884,  and  from  that  day  its  growth  was 
i rapid.  Mineral  Springs  was  drawn  on  for  her 
best  merchants,  and,  in  fact,  that  town  was  sacri- 
! ficed  to  permanently  establish  this.  The  location 
of  the  depot,  at  some  distance  from  the  town,  was 
quite  a disappointment  to  the  people  here  for  a 
' time,  as  the  greatest  improvements  seemed  to  cen- 
| ter  about  what  became  known  as  “ New-town.”  but 
when  the  strip  of  land  which  divides  these  two 
divisions  is  removed  from  present  temporary  liti- 
| gation,  they  will  naturally  coalesce,  and  Main 
Street  will  develop  into  a splendid  business  thor- 
j oughfare.  On  the  advent  of  the  railroad,  capital 
was  attracted  here,  and  though  the  town  has  had 
no  boom,  its  permanent  growth  has  been  firm,  sub- 
stantial and  rapid. 

The  Nashville  Hotel  was  erected  near  the  depot 
in  1885,  by  the  railroad  company.  The  incon- 
venient location  of  this  hotel,  so  far  from  the  busi- 
ness of  ‘‘Old-town,”  made  tbe  erection  of  a hotel 
in  that  part  of  the  city  a necessity,  so  in  1888  a 
stock  company  was  organized,  of  which  J.  F.  Smith 
is  president  and  George  L.  Rector,  secretary  and 
treasurer.  Mr.  Smith  and  J.  N.  Rector  were  the 
leading  spirits  in  this  enterprise,  yet.  all  the  mer- 
j chants  and  several  farmers  responded  liberally. 
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and  plans  were  soon  matured,  and  the  contract 
given  to  Bateman  & Jones  for  the  construction  of 
a suitable  and  commodious  building,  which  was 
completed  early  in  1889.  at  a cost,  exceeding  So, 000. 
It,  was  opened  to  the  public  in  June  of  that  year. 
It  has  an  admirable  location,  on  the  west  side  of 
Main  Street,  and  is  a tasty  and  ornamental  edi- 
fice, two  stories  in  height,  faced  with  a broad  ve- 
randa, and  situated  at  a slight  elevation  above  the 
street.  It  contains  twelve  well  furnished  rooms, 
with  all  appointments  new  and  modern  throughout. 
It  is  under  the  management  of  Mrs.  L.  J.  Meadors, 
who  runs  a free  hack  to  and  from  trains,  and  in 
all  things  is  winning  a popular  name  for  lire  Mer- 
chants Hotel. 

Nashville  has  been  visited  by  three  quite  disas- 
trous conflagrations,  the  first,  in  1SS7,  on  the  west 
side  of  Main  Street  in  “Old-town,''  where  a 
larce  boarding-house,  owned  bv  Mrs.  Marv  Powell, 
the  News  printing  office  and  several  smaller  buikt- 
: in°rs  were  destroyed.  A very  destructive  fire  oc- 

curred  in  “ New-town  ' ’ in  June,  1889.  when  a whole 
block  of  fifteen  business  houses  was  distroved,  and 
a loss  of  some  $75,000  entailed.  The  principal 
losers  were  J.  J.  Reeves,  Block  Bros.,  Hale  & 
Hale,  Ed  Cowling,  William  Johnson  and  others. 
In  December,  1889,  a fire  destroyed  a row  of  fifteen 
| small  houses  on  the  east  side  of  Main  Street,  in 
Old-town,  inflicting  a loss  of  $10,000  to  $15,000. 
In  this  case  had  it  not  been  for  the  prompt  service 
of  the  lire  brigade,  the  Merchants  Hotel  and  much 
other  property  would  have  been  destroyed. 

In  .1880  the  tiro  department  of  Nashville  was  or- 
ganized. and  an  engine  and  equipment  purchased  at 
the  expense  of  $1,050.  T.  W.  Doyle  was  elected 
chief;  he  was  succeeded  by  F.  W.  Lee.  and  lie 
moving  away,  by  George  L.  Rector.  The  equip- 
ment consists  of  a hand  engine  and  hose  cart. 
Three  large  cisterns  furnish  a water  supply. 

The  business  interests,  or  directory,  of  Nash- 
ville in  April,  1889,  were;  Dry  goods  and  gen- 
eral store — I.  Lowenberg,  I.  Cohen.  Y owe  11  Bros. 
& Rector,  Smith  A Millwee,  Rector  Hardware 
Company,  C.  B.  Jones,  \Y.  E.  Hicks  A Co..  D. 
j M.  Bryant  A Co.,  J.  G.  Gibson  A Co..  D.  M. 
Galloway  A Co.,  Svpert,  Barker  & Co. . Cowling  A 
Co..  J.  W.  Cottingham,  John  P.  Cowling,  Park 
A Sims;  furniture —Rudolph  A Bro. ; grocers — 
N.  R.  Osborn.  B.  F.  Wilson,  McCrary  A Harris, 
Carrier  A McAdams;  drugs — J.  N.  Rector.  T.  J. 
Elrod  A Co.,  A.  A.  Trevathan,  Goodwin  A Co. ; 
hardware — Rector  Hardware  Company.  Harvey  A 
Skillern;  saloons — Palace  Saloon,  Coleman  A Craw- 
ley. J.  Q.  Johnson.  The  Oklahoma;  blacksmiths — J. 
M.  Gil  >son.  W.  S.  Weeks; livery — N Levi,  Mrs.  L. 


J.  Meadors,  R.  J.  Sanders;  steam , grist,  saw  and 
planing-mill,  carding  factory  and  cotton-gin — 
Womack  A Son;  distillery— the  Nashville  Distill- 
ery Company;  shoe  shop — J.  W.  Newberg;  saddler, 
B.  F.  Wilson;  tin  shops — J.  B.  Smith;  hotels — 
Merchants.  Nashville,  Blevins  House;  restaurants 
— H.  H.  Cleary,  W.  D.  Curier,  G.  W.  Bedford ; 
meat  markets — S.  B.  Reed,  Joseph  Gruber;  baker 
— J.  H.  Chambers;  barbers — William  Webster, 
T Singleton,  J.  W.  Smith,  also  bath  rooms;  ware- 
houses — R.  S.  Searcy;  lawyers — R.  G.  Shaver, 
Downs  A Sutton,  Teazel  A Rodgers;  physicians  — 
D.  A.  .Hutchinson,  A.  M.  McCrary,  N.  (J.  Han- 
cock, W.  H.  To!  an  cl ; jewelers — N.  W.  Crawford. 
N.  C.  Bishop;  marble  yard — Price  A.  Son:  Nur- 
series— The  Home  Nurseries,  T.  J.  McClendon  A 
Son,  George  M.  Clark;  newspapers — The  Nashville 
News.  AY.  W.  Turner,  proprietor;  milliner — Anna 
Hurt;  dressmaker — Mrs.  Buster. 

There  are  live  churches  in  this  place — Baptist, 
Methodist  Episcopal,  Cumberland  Presbyterian, 
Christian  and  Episcopalian ; also  two  for  the  col- 
ored people — Baptist  and  Methodist. 

A good  public  high  school,  employing  four 
teachers  is  well  attended. 

The  secret  societies  include  representatives  of 
the  Masons,  Odd  Fellows,  Kniglds  of  Pythias  and 
Knights  of  Honor. 

The  city  officials  elected  April  1,  1SS9,  are:  R. 
H.  Parker,  mayor,  E.  G.  Hale,  recorder;  -J.  A. 
Yowell,  treasurer;  J.  P.  Millwee,  John  Cowling, 
J.  N.  Rector,  I.  Cohen  and  Samuel  Park,  aider- 
men;  J.  C.  Witt,  marshal. 

E.  E.  Hudspeth  is  the  present  postmaster  of 
Nashville; 

Centre  Point,  the  county  seat  of  Howard 
County,  is  situated  near  the  geographical  center  of 
the  county,  in  Sections  34  and  35.  Township  8 
south,  Rano-e  28  west,  and  distant  from  Nashville 
nine  miles,  from  Lockesburg,  Sevier  County,  six- 
teen miles;  from  Murfreesboro,  Pike  County,  eight- 
een miles;  from  Antimony  City,  this  county,  twen- 
ty-three miles.  Its  site  is  an  extremely  beautiful 
one,  even  for  ibis,  the  sub-mountain  district  of 
the  State,  where  it  would  be  difficult  to  go  astray 
in  the  selection  of  a picturesque  town  site. 

Centre  Point  and  its  vicinity  was  early  settled 
by  a class  of  sturdy  pioneers  who  made  great 
progress  in  clearing  and  improving  the  surround- 
ing country,  and  as  a result  some  of  the  linost 
farms  of  the  county  are  to  be  found  there  to-day. 
Its  original  settlement  dates  back  to  1839  or  1840, 
when  a Air.  Messer  located  a claim  here,  made  a 
slight  clearing  and  erected  a log  house  for  his 
backwoods  home.  In  1843  he  sold  his  claim  to 
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John  Russey.  who.  in  1844,  started  the  first  store. 
Mr.  Russey  continued  in  business  but  one  year, 
and  on  his  retirement  the  trade  was  continued  by 
Henry  Block.  In  1 81b  Mr.  Block  removed  to 
i Fulton,  and  the  settlement  was  again  without  a 
store.  In  the  spring  of  1848  Mr.  Nathan  Levi 
removed  to  this  place  from  the 'Red  Colony  and 
started  business,  which  has  only  been  interrupted 
since  during  the  period  of  the  Civil  War.  About 
I this  time — the  spring  and  summer  of  1848 — the 
people  were  anxious  to  secure  a post-office,  and  in 
the  fall  of  that  year  it  was  accomplished,  and  Mr. 
Russey  was  appointed  the  first  postmaster,  with 
the  office  in  Mr.  Levee's  store.  Prior  to  this  time 
the  place  had  had  no  name,  but  now  several  were 
i proposed  and  suggested  for  the  anticipated  post- 
office,  but  from  the  fact  that  roads  from  nearly 
every  direction  centered  here,  Mr.  Levi  proposed 
the  appropriate  name  of  Centre  Point,  which  was 
adopted.  Hugh  Cruth  was  the  first  mail  rider, 
and  the  service  was  performed  from  Washington. 
Hempstead  County,  once  a week. 

Mr.  Levi  continued  in  business  until  1853, 
when  he  sold  out  to  Barefoot  A Hoover.  Mr.  Levi 
! then  began  the  erection  of  a large  two- story  build- 
ing, in  which,  on  its  completion  in  1854.  he  again 
started  business  with  a larger  stock  of  goods  than 
he  had  previously  carried.  In  the  upper  story  of 
this  building  was  organized  the  Masonic  and  Odd 
Fellows  lodges  of  Centre  Point. 

Among  the  other  early  merchants  of  this  place 
were  P.  R.  Smith,  Wate  & Anderson,  the  McFalls, 
McGuire,  Anderson  & Co.  A Methodist  Church 
was  organized  here  about  1840.  In  1850  this 
denomination  erected  a church  building,  which  is 
still  standing  and  in  use. 

The  outbreak  of  the  war  in  1SG1  suspended  all 
business,  but  at  the  declaration  of  peace  trade  was 
resumed  by  Mr.  Bonsell,  and  after  him  came 
Clardv  A McGuire,  J.  H.  Anderson,  A.  W.  Cole 
and  W.  W.  Sail  A Bro.  Dr.  Custer  started  a 
druse  store  in  the  sixties,  which  is  being  conducted 
by  his  sons  now,  and  is  the  oldest  business  in  Cen- 
tre Point.  Most  of  the  early  settlers  made  a 
habit  of  keeping  any  travelers  who  chanced  to 
pass  through  the  place,  but  in  I860  J.  R.  Tinnev 
established  the  first  hotel. 

On  the  organization  of  the  county  of  Howard, 
Centre  Point  was  accepted  by  common  consent,  as 
the  most  desirable  location  for  its  seat  of  justice, 
which  was  at  once  established  here,  and  a large 
and  commodious  dwelling  erected  by  Moses-  Hill 
before  the  war,  and  which  was  then  owned  by 
James  Clardy,  was  purchased,  at  the  cost  of  80,060, 
for  the  court-house, 
t a 
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The  present  business  interests  are  four  general 
stores,  conducted  by  William  Dobson,  Hughes  A 
Tinney,  Ausley  A Bro..  and  Cannon  A Westbrook: 
three  groceries,  by  F.  Z.  Meeks,  J.  M.  Calahan 
aud  R.  M.  Bean;  two  drug  stores,  by  W.  H.  Cus- 
ter A Bro.  and  Morgan  A Forgy;  four  physicians, 
J.  S.  Corn,  J.  J.  Whitmore,  J.  T.  Whitmore  aud 
; J-  L.  Cannon;  the  blacksmiths  are  James  Barton 
A Bro.  and  J.  L.  Rivers,  and  the  steam  saw,  plan- 
ing and  grist-mill  and  cotton-gin  are  run  by  John 
j A.  Hughes;  W.  H.  Custer  and  J.  R.  Tinney  keep 
hotels;  John  McCord  is  the  shoemaker,  and  A.  G. 
Henry,  the  harness-maker;  James  A.  Reese  con- 
ducts a livery.  The  attorneys  are  Hon.  William 
Greene,  Hon.  J.  D.  Shaver,  W.  D.  Lee  and  W.  P. 
McDonald.  A newspaper,  the  Howard  County 
Press,  is  edited  by  Morgan  & Forgy. 

The  place  was  incorporated  at  an  early  day,  but 
during  the  war  it  gave  up  its  city  government,  and 
was  re-incorporated  in  1879.  At  an  election  held 
July  14,  1879.  the  following  town  officials  were 
elected:  C.  II.  Jett,  mayor,  H.  H.  Clardy.  re- 

corder aud  C.  L.  Anderson,  John  A.  Hughes.  A.  B. 
Grace,  John  M.  Somervell  and  R.  G.  Shaverl  aider- 
men;  Nathan  Levi,  treasurer,  and  W.  P.  Willis, 
marshal.  The  present  roster  of  the  town  officials 
who  were  elected  April  1,  1890,  is,  J.  B.  Swice- 
good,  mayor;  Ed  Hays,  recorder;  Nat  Levi,  mar- 
shal; E.  A.  Ausley,  treasurer;  IV.  H.  Custer,  S.  H. 
Boyd,  R.  M.  Bean,  J.  T.  Pope  and  John  Forgy, 

: aldermen. 

There  are  churches  of  three  denominations — 

; the  Methodist  Episcopal,  South,  the  Baptist,  and 
the  Christian,  and  an  organization  of  the  Cumber- 
land Presbyterian.  Mrs.  Emma  Hill  is  postmis- 
1 tress.  The  population  of  Centre  Point  is  500. 

Antimony  City  is  located  in  the  northwestern 
part  of  the  county.  It  has  grown  up  in  the  anti- 
: mony  mineral  belt,  and  is  mostly  supported  by  the 
United  States  Antimony  Mines.  The  first  store  was 
opened  by  Pack  Kinsworthy,  in  1887.  The  post- 
office  was  established  in  1888,  with  H.  S.  Mitchell, 
postmaster.  At  present  there  is  one  general  store, 
owned  by  L.  M.  Poe,  who  opened  in  1889.  The 
present  postmaster  is  B.  F.  Kennedy. 

A settlement  was  made  near  what  is  now  Min- 
eral Springs  by  Coldey  P.  Williams,  in  1840.  He 
; was  soon  joined  by  Elisha  Runnels,  Alex  Go- 
; shen,  William  Cowliug,  J.  M.  Greathouse  and 
others.  In  1845  Mr.  Williams  moved  a short  dis- 
tance from  his  original  settlement  and  located  on 
what  became  the  future  site  of  Mineral  Springs. 

In  1850  a small  store  was  opened  by  Rev.  Wes- 
ley Green,  and  about  this  time  the  place  became 
known,  as  Greenville.  A second  store  was  started 
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by  Mr.  Cronrich,  and  a post-office  secured,  with 
Mr.  Green  as  first  postmaster.  Dr.  J.  H.  Delonoy 
was  the  first  resident  physician,  and  he  also  started 
the  first  drug  store.  From  the  earliest  settlement 
of  the  place,  springs  that  were  found  to  possess 
many  curative  properties  were  discovered  here,  sev- 
eral important  cures  being  effected  on  patients  suf- 
fering from  chronic  ailments,  such  as  sore  eyes, 
blood  and  skin  diseases,  etc.,  and  from  this 
fact,  in  about  1805,  Joe  Holcomb  named  the  place 
Mineral  Springs. 

After  the  war  business  was  revived  by  Joe  Hol- 
comb and  May  A Davis;  this  firm  was  succeeded 
by  May  A Smith  in  1808.  and  by  J.  F.  Smith  in 
1874.  Others  were  Crawford  A Draper.  Edward 
Alexander,  Rev.  J.  J.  Browning,  etc. 

Dr.  McCrary  moved  here  from  Centre  Point,  and 
at  once  established  an  extensive  practice;  he  later 
formed  a partnership  with  Dr.  Mulkey.  and  in  1877 
opened  a drug  store  under  the  firm  name  of  Mc- 
Crary A Mulkey.  Other  business  firms  were  Bas 
comb  Ward,  Martin  A Cook,  E.  R.  Martin  A Co., 
Cowling  A Hendricks,  succeeded  by  Cowling  A Bro. 
From  1808  to  1874  Mineral  Springs  grew  into  one 
of  the  most  thriving  towns  of  Southwest  Arkansas, 
and  all  of  the  above  firms  did  an  extensive  trade; 
it  commanded  a large  scope  of  rich  and  productive  i 
farming  lands,  and  shipped  annually  large  quanti-  | 
ties  of  cotton.  Now  its  trade  is  deflected  to  rail-  | 
road  points,  and  in  fact,  the  completion  of  the  rail-  j 
road  to  Nashville  was  the  cause  of  its  downfall.  At 
that  time  six  general  stores,  five  drug  stores,  and  sev- 
eral groceries  flourished  here;  these  Arms  at  once 
made  arrangements  to  remove  to  the  railroad,  and 
the  first  to  set  the  example  was  J.  F.  Smith,  who 
was  soon  followed  by  Milhvee  A Dickson,  both 
removed  early  in  188-1.  In  the  course  of  a year, 
nearly  all  the  larger  firms  had  made  the  change, 
and  Mineral  Springs,  though  one  of  the  most  suit- 
able places  in  the  State  for  the  formation  of  a 
town,  is  to-day  practically  a deserted  village.  It 
may,  however,  be  only  sleeping,  for  a railroad  to 
that  place  would  at  once  revive  its  former  pros- 
perity; as  it  is,  as  of  old,  surrounded  by  the  black 
land  country,  .the  most  productive  farming  lands 
in  the  State;  the  springs  still  yield  an  abundance 
of  healing  waters,  and  its  beautiful  situation  wooes 
and  invites  recognition  from  the  future. 

The  present  business  interests  are  B.  Ward 
and  E.  It.  Martin,  general  merchants:  Mat  Mulkev. 
drugs;  E.  It.  Lain,  blacksmith;  7.  S.  Allen, wagon- 
maker;  Thomas  Kent,  steam  saw  and  grist-mill, 
cotton  gin,  etc.  Mrs.  Kate  Brown  is  postmistress. 
The  population  is  250. 

Mineral  Springs  lias  always  been  noted  for  its 


j good  schools,  which  during  its  palmy  days  attracted 
! people  from  all  Southwest  Arkansas.  There  are 
. three  churches,  one  each  of  the  .Missionary  Baptist, 

1 Methodist  Episcopal,  South,  and  Cumberland  Pres- 
byterian. 

Saratoga  is  a prosperous  village  in  the  extreme 
southern  part  of  the  county,  in  the  midst  of  a high! y 
productive  country  of  the  celebrated  black  lands 
j soil.  It  is  a town  of  comparatively  recent  forma- 
tion, the  first  store  having  been  established  there 
in  1883,  by  O.  W.  Sims  A Co.  Spates  A Fricks 
engaged  in  business  in  1883,  and  are  now  the  larg- 
est merchants  of  the  place.  The  firm  of  O.  W. 
Sims  A Co.  was  succeeded,  in  1SS3,  by  Sims  A 
I 7\  allace;  this  firm  recently  dissolved,  and  Mr.  Sims 
is  at  present  in  Nashville,  but  J.  H.  Wallace  still 
conducts  a business  at  Saratoga.  Others  are  Mad- 
dox A Grownds,  Fricks  Bros.,  and  F.  M.  Bland, 
general  merchants;  William  Bridgman  and  Rosen- 
baum, blacksmiths. 

Picayune,  a post-office  in  Saline  Township,  was 
established  in  ] SSO,  with  J.  B.  Hill  postmaster. 
There  was  a store  here  for  several  years,  but  the 
business  is  now  discontinued.  The  present  post- 
master is  John  H.  Williams. 


Barnwell  R.  Anderson  was  born  in  Holmes 
County,  Miss.,  December  5,  1854,  in  which  State 
lie  continued  to  live  until  twelve  years  old.  At 
that  age  he  moved  with  his  parents  to  what  is  now 
Howard  County,  Ark.,  where  he  attended  school 
and  also  spent  one  term  in  Judsonia  College  in 
White  County,  in  1875.  At  the  age  of  twenty-one 
he  commenced  to  work  for  himself,  and  success  has 
at  all  times  crowned  his  agricultural  pursuits,  he 
at  present  owning  the  valuable  farm  which  his 
father  settled  in  ISOS.  He  is  a very  advanced 
farmer,  making  it  a study  to  improve  his  254  acres 
of  land,  and  consequently  has  one  of  the  most 
valuable  farms  in  Arkansas.  Having  been  alwavs 
successful  himself,  he  has  been  able  to  contribute 
liberally  to  enterprises  of  a worthy  nature.  Mr, 
Anderson  was  married  December  24,  1879,  to  Miss 
Dolly  Whitemore,  of  Arkansas,  who  was  the 
daughter  of  Thomas  and  Nancy  Whitemore.  She 
is  still  living  and  has  had  four  children:  Thomas 

Oliver  (who  was  born  October  23.  1879,  died  July 
is,  1880),  Nora  Bell  (born  February  18,  1SS1), 
Clara  (born  September  21,  ISS-'ri  and  Clemen  M. 
(born  August  21,1888)  are  stiil  living.  Mr.  Ander- 
son is  not  a member  of  any  secret  society.  His 
parents  and  his  wife  belong  to  the  Methodist  Epis 
copal  Church.  His  father,  Oliver  P.  Anderson. 
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was  born  in  Waterloo,  S.  C..  and  died  June  29, 
1887.  His  mother,  Arabella  Brown  Lee,  was 
born  in  Waterloo,  S.  C.,  and  is  still  living.  They 
were  married  in  Mississippi,  and  their  live  chil- 
dren. Aurelia  S.,  Vivien  JR.,  Sarah,  Eliza  A.  and 
Barnwell  K.,  are  all  living. 

H.  N.  Baker  is  a native  Alabamian,  born  in 
1857,  and  the  third  of  four  children  bom  to  D.  D. 

! and  Susan  C.  (Whitehead)  Baker,  who  were  born 
in  Georgia  and  South  Carolina,  respectively.  The 
former  was  a mechanic  by  occupation,  and  in  1850 
moved  with  his  family  to  Alabama,  and  there  be- 
I gan  working'  at  his  trade,  which  he  is  still  follow- 
i ing.  At  the  breaking  out  of  the  Civil  War  he  en- 
; listed  in  a company  of  infantry,  in  which  he 
served  until  the  close,  but  at  the  siege  of  Vicksburg 
he  was  captured  and  remained  in  a Northern  prison 
for  three  months,  after  which  he  was  exchanged, 

! and  returned  to  his  company,  with  which  he  served 
until  the  final  surrender.  The  subject  of  this 
sketch  was  reared  to  a farm  life,  and  in  his  youth 
I also  learned  the  cabinet-maker’s  trade  in  his 
father’s  shop,  his  educational  advantages,  however, 

; being  limited.  His  marriage,  which  occurred  in 
1878,  was  to  Miss  Lou  J.  Ward,  and  in  1888 
they  came  to  Arkansas  and  settled  in  Nashville, 
where  Sir.  Baker  immediately  opened  a general 
store,  which  he  conducted  for  one  year.  He  then 
opened  a shop  and  followed  carpentering  for  about 
three  years,  but,  January  10,  1S90,  sold  out  to  D. 
M.  Bryant.  He  owns  three  houses  in  Nashville, 
and  his  home  on  Shepherd  Avenue  is  one  of  the 
most  pleasant  in  the  town.  He  is  an  earnest  sup- 
porter of  public  schools,  and  is  now  an  active 
member  of  the  school  board  of  Nashville,  being 
found  at  the  front  ranks  in  all  matters  of  public 
interest.  He  is  a member  of  the  Iv.  of  P. , Nash- 
ville Lodge  No.  80,  and  also  belongs  to  the  I.  O. 
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O.  F.,  and  in  his  political  views  is  a Democrat, 
j being  quite  an  active  politician.  His  wife  is  a 
member  of  the  Baptist  Church,  and  has  borne  him 
the  following  family  of  children:  Buenia,  Nobie, 
Henry  Howard.  Ward  and  Allie. 

James  H.  Barefield  was  born  in  Lancaster  Dis- 
trict. S.  C..  May  26,  1888.  He  was  the  only 
child  of  Calvin  Barefield.  who  married  Miss  Susan 
Hundly.  of  South  Carolina,  about  1886.  After  his 
death.  Mrs.  Barefield  married  Mr.  Henson,  who  was 
soon  after  killed  by  the  caving  in  of  a wall  in 
the  gold  mines  in  Lancaster  District,  and  since 
that  time  the  subject  of  this  sketch  has  not  heard 
from  his  mother,  having  lived  with  his  grandmother 
until  she  died  when  he  was  about  fifteen  years  okU 
and  having  moved  with  her  to  Chesterfield  District, 
S.  C.  When  nineteen  years  old  Mr.  Barefield 


commenced  to  support  himself  by  devoting  his  time 
to  agricultural  pursuits.  In  the  fall  of  1881  he 
enlisted  in  Capt.  Garland’s  company  (Fourth  Ar 
kansas  Infantry)  under  Col.  McNair,  and  was  in 
the  battles  of  Elkhorn,  Chickamauga.  Atlanta, 
Ilesaca  and  others,  being  wounded  at  Resaca  by  a 
minie-ball  in  the  left  hip,  and  also  at  Nashville, 
Tenu.,  by  a minie-ball  in  the  forehead  and  right 
cheek.  A prisoner  at  Nashville,  he  escaped  from 
the  hospital,  and  surrendered  in  Huntsville,  Ala.,  in 
1865.  After  the  war  he  again  devoted  himself  to 
agriculture,  and  in  1873  bought  the  valuable  farm 
on  which  lie  now  lives  in  Howard  County.  He 
owns  1,400  acres  of  land,  and  is  pre-eminently  suc- 
cessful in  all  his  undertakings,  and  a willing  sup- 
porter of  all  worthy  causes,  especially  churches, 
lie  is  a Democrat  in  politics.  On  March  22,  1872, 
Mr.  Barefield  married  Miss  Betty  Oakley,  daughter 
of  Allen  Oakley,  and  a native  of  Tennessee,  and 
they  have  had  six  children,  of  whom  Estelle,  James. 
Louis  and  Maud  are  dead,  and  Clarence  and  Kate 
are  still  living. 

Judge  John  H.  Bell.  For  many  years  or  since 
locating  in  this  county,  in  I860,  Mr.  Bell  has  en- 
joyed the  reputation  of  being  not  only  a substantial 
and  progressive  farmer,  but  an  intelligent  and  thor- 
oughly posted  man  in  all  public  affairs.  He  has 
always  been  noted  for  honorable,  upright  dealing, 
and  has  kept  the  name  he  bears,  which  has  de- 
scended to  him  from  a long  line  of  illustrious  and 
honored  ancestry,  pure  in  the  sight  of  God  and 
man.  The  name  of  the  first  member  of  the  family 
who  came  to  America  is  unknown,  but  he  is  sup- 
posed to  have  been  of  Scotck-Irisk.  descent.  That 
lie  came  to  this  country  with  Roger  Williams  and 
settled  in  Massachusetts  Colony  is  an  assured  fact. 
Later  his  descendants  went  to  Virginia.  The 
paternal  great-grandfather,  Roger  Bell,  was  a 
soldier  in  the  Revolutionary  War,  and  his  son 
Roger,  who  was  a lineal  ancestor  of  the  subject  of 
this  sketch,  became  a wealthy  planter  of  that  State, 
a large  slave  owner  and  tobacco  raiser,  and  there 
passed  from  the  scenes  of  his  earthly  labors.  Jo- 
seph Shepherd  Bell,  his  son.  and  father  of  John 
H.  Bell,  received  excellent  educational  advantages 
in  his  youth,  and  after  completing  his  education 
and  learning  the  trade  of  a blacksmith,  he  went  to 
Missouri  and  settled  in  Cooper  County,  where  he  at 
once  engaged  in  business,  working  at  his  trade 
near  Boonville.  He  became  an  active  spirit  in  the 
political  affairs  of  that  day:  his  abilities  soon  be- 
came known  and  he  was  elected  major  of  a com- 
pany of  militia  which  was  organized  in  the  county 
for  the  purpose  of  enforcing  the  civil  law.  and  was 
afterward  promoted  to  the  rank  of  colonel.  He 
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joined  a command  to  assist  in  removing  the  Mor- 
mons from  the  State,  and  was  in  a battle  at  Friar’s 
Mill  on  Grand  River,  where  several  Mormons  were 
killed.  He  was  afterward  solicited  to  become  a 
candidate  for  the  Legislature  and  State  Senate  but, 
being  unambitious  in  regard  to  holding  public 
office,  he  invariably  refused.  He  was  married  in 
this  State  to  Miss  Nancy  Greene,  who  was  there 
on  a visit.  Their  married  life  was  short,  and  she 
was  left  a widow  with  two  children.  John  H.  and 
Mary  Catherine,  in  September,  1843.  After  this 
she  returned  to  AVhite  County,  Tenn.,  where  she 
had  been  born  on  February  18,  1814,  and  after 
remaining  there  from  1S46  to  September  10, 
1859,  she  went  to  the  Lone  Star  State,  and  in 
i860  came  to  Arkansas  and  settled  near  the  town 
of  Nashville,  where  she  passed  to  her  long  home, 
October  5,  1884.  She  had  long  been  a member  of 
the  Ozan  Baptist  Church,  and  was  truly  one  of  the 
pioneer  women  of  the  great  West.  Although  she 
was  left  a widow  while  young,  with  two  small 
children  to  care  for,  it  only  served  to  develop  the 
latent  energy  of  her  nature  and  her  trust  in  an  All- 
Wise  Providence.  and  before  her  death  she  had  the 
satisfaction  of  knowing  that  she  had  reared  her  son 
and  daughter  to  honorable  manhood  and  woman- 
hood. She  was  a daughter  of  Rev.  John  and 
Rachel  (Mackey)  Greene,  of  Tennessee,  and  through 
her  father  was  a relative  of  Gen.  Nathaniel 
Greene,  of  Revolutionary  fame,  he  being  her  great 
uncle.  Her  grandfather.  Jarvis  Greene,  was  killed 
at  the  battle  of  Blue  Licks,  Licking  River,  Ivy., 
by  the  Indians,  Daniel  Boone  and  his  brother  be- 
ing also  participants  in  that  struggle,  the  latter 
being  killed.  After  the  death  of  the  grandfather, 
his  widow  reared  her  two  boys,  -John  and  William, 
and  one  daughter,  Frankie,  to  maturity.  Frankie 
Greene  married  a man  named  Armstrong  at  Tallula, 
Ilk,  and  raised  a large  family.  Her  son,  Hill,  was 
a prominent  stockman.  -John,  the  father  of  Mrs. 
Bell,  mother  of  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  became 
a prominent  minister  of  the  Baptist  Church  in  Mid- 
dle Tennessee,  and  died  in  White  County  of  that 
State  in  1853.  William  became  the  founder  of 
the  Greene  family  at  Tallula,  111.,  but  a number  of 
the  former’s  descendants  settled  in  Missouri,  a 
daughter,  Elizabeth,  becoming  the  wife  of  Henry 
Avery,  by  whom  she  had  five  sons  and  two  daugh-  : 
tors.  Her  son,  William  L.,was  judge  of  Henry 
County,  where  the  whole  family  had  settled;  Angus  1 
C.  became  a banker  and  stock  dealer,  and  James 
M. , another  son,  also  became  a banker  and  stock- 
man.  Other  relatives  in  the  same  county  hearth e j 
name  of  Hastings,  and  all  are  leaders  in  the  affairs 
of  the  county  and  State.  Maj.  William  Greene,  J 


of  White  County,  Tenn.  (a  brother  to  Mrs.  Bell), 
who  died  in  1808,  was  the  father  of  a large  family, 
among  whom  are  John  F.  Greene,  now  of  Calhoun, 
Mo.,  and  William  M.  Greene,  who  was  a captain 
in  the  Confederate  army  and  was  killed  near  Sparta, 
Tenn.,  in  1803.  Hon.  William  M.  Greene,  of  Centre 
Point,  present  prosecuting  attorney  of  the  Eighth 
Judicial  Circuit  of  Arkansas,  is  a son  of  William 
M.  Greene,  Sr.  Judge  Thomas  Greene,  brother 
of  Mrs.  Bell,  was  a.  prominent  citizen  of  Sparta. 
Tenn.,  and  a politician  of  considerable  note.  Sarah 
Griggs,  sister  of  Mrs.  Bell,  married  James  W. 
Scoggin,  and  four  children  survive  them,  who 
are  Mrs.  S.  E.  Hall,  (of  Windsor,  AIo. ),  Mrs.  Lean 
Monhollancl.  \Y.  G.  and  J.  W.  Scoggin,  of  this 
vicinity.  Mary  Greene,  sister  of  Mrs.  Bell,  mar- 
ried Woodson  Scoggin,  who  died  in  Missouri  and 
left  live  children.  In  1844  Mrs.  Scoggin  married 
James  Chambers,  a cousin  to  President  Andrew 
Jackson,  and  with  the  entire  family  removed  to 
Oregon  in  the  same  year.  Mrs.  Chambers  died  at 
Hillsboro,  Ore.,  in  May,  1890,  leaving  three  sons 
and  four  daughters,  who  are  among  the  leading 
and  wealthy  citizens  of  that  State,  Hon.  John  L. 
Scoggin  having  been  a member  of  the  Legislature 
several  terms.  Capt.  Gustave  Scoggin  is  a large 
stockman  near  Hillsboro.  Woodson  A.  Scoggin 
lives  in  Portland.  One  of  the  daughters  by  the 
first  marriage  married  a Wilcox  and  the  other  a 
Comstock,  and  the  two  daughters  by  the  last  union 
have  also  married — Mary  to  Mr.  Hoover,  a stock- 
man,  and  Letitia  to  Dr.  Bailey,  of  Hillsboro.  Ore. 
Mary  Cathex'ine,  only  sister  of  John  H.  Bell,  was 
married  to  Thomas  L.  Toland  March  11.  1867. 
Three  children  were  born  unto  them:  W.  H.  To- 

land (the  eldest,  who  is  now  a practicing  physician 
at  Mineral  Springs,  Howard  County).  Hugh  L.  and 
Tompie;  the  two  younger  are  yet  minors.  Thomas 
L.  Toland,  who  died  March  27,  1873,  was  a cousin 
to  Dr.  Huoh  Toland,  a celebrated  surgeon  of  San 
Francisco,  Cal.  Mrs.  Bell,  mother  of  the  subject 
of  this  sketch,  was  an  own  cousin  of  Hon.  James 
AY.  Throckmorton,  of  McKinney,  Tex.  During  the 
time  it  was  a Republic  he  was  one  of  its  leading 
spirits,  and  afterward  became  its  governor,  and 
represented  it  in  the  halls  of  Congress.  He  won 
the  title  of  general  while  serving  in  the  Confeder- 
ate army  during  the  Rebellion,  and  was  a man  who 
possessed  a vigorous  and  brilliant  intellect.  The 
subject  of  this  sketch  lias  an  uncle,  William  B. 
Bell,  who  was  a rich  planter  of  Texas,  and  there 
has  many  descendants  who  are  prominent  people. 
His  paternal  grandmother,  Catherine  Brock,  was 
a member  of  the  celebrated  Brock  family,  of  Orange 
County,  Ya.  John  II.  Bell,  the  immediate  subject 
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of  this  memoir,  was  born  in  Cooper  County,  Mo., 
November  15,  1841,  removed  with  his  mother  to 
Tennessee,  after  his  father's  death,  and  came  . to 
Arkansas  with  her  in  i860,  where  he  has  since  made 
his  home.  In  1861  he  enlisted  in  the  first  com- 
- pany  of  State  troops  raised  in  this  vicinity,  known 
as  the  “ Davis  Blues/’  and  went  to  Southwest 
Missouri,  where  he  took  part  in  the  battle  of  'Wil- 
son’s Creek  or  Oak  Hill.  August  10.  1801.  He 
remained  in  Missouri,  at  the  hospital,  with  some 
wounded  comrades  until  December,  when  he,  with 
others,  returned  to  Nashville,  and  in  January, 

1862,  enlisted  in  Company  I.  Nineteenth  Arkansas 
Infantry,  and  on  March  10,  left  Nashville  for  Fort 
Smith,  going  from  there  to  the  Indian  Territory, 
and  in  July  to  White  Sulphur  Springs,  Jefferson 
County,  Ark.,  where  they  remained  during  the 
summer,  being  drilled  by  Gen.  11.  G.  Shaver, 
now  of  Nashville,  Ark.  He  nest  went  to  Arkansas 
Post,  participating  in  the  battle  at  that  place,  and 
with  his  entile  command  surrendered  on  January 
11,  1863.  While  waiting  at  Memphis,  Tenn. , on 
their  way  to  a Northern  prison,  Mr.  Bell  and  four 
comrades,  James  T.  Anderson,  Cum.  Polk,  John 
A.  Turner  and  Sergt.  Castle  made  their  escape 
from  a boat,  on  which  the  prisoners  were  confined, 
and  on  landing  from  the  skiff,  in  which  they 
crossed  the  river,  found  themselves  in  Crittenden 
County,  Ark.  They  were  assisted  in  many  ways  by 
Dr.  Merriwetlier,  and  with  his  assistance  were  en- 
abled to  reach  the  residence  of  a Mr.  Southall, 
where  they  met  William  Johnson,  of  Crittenden 
County,  and  Rufus  S.  Joyner,  of  Memphis,  who 
carried  them  in  wagons  to  Hicks’  Station  on  the 
Memphis  A Little  Rock  Railway,  where  they  pro- 
ceeded to  Little  Rock  by  railway,  and  later  to  his 
home.  A curious  incident  should  here  be  related. 
While  Mr.  Bell  was  sleeping  under  a wagon,  the 
night  after  he  and  his  mother  had  crossed  the  river 
at  Memphis  in  October.  1859.  on  their  way  to  Texas, 
he  dreamed  of  the  exact  circumstances  connected 
with  his  escape  from  the  Union  soldiers  the  night 
of  January  16,  1863,  and  had  plainly  seen  the 
boats  in  the  mouth  of  AYolf  River  and  along  the 
wharf,  the  crowd  of  armed  men,  and  had  felt  a 
great  desire  to  escape,  although  he  had  no  reason  for 
such  a desire.  He  remained  at  home  until  Ju.lv, 

1863,  then  went  to  Little  Rock  and  joined  the 
consolidated  Nineteenth  and  Twenty-fourth  Regi- 
ments, and  after  the  re-organization  of  his  company 
was  chosen  first  lieutenant.  He  soon  after  re- 
signed and  joined  a company  of  cavalry  under 
Capt.  Henry  Smith,  and  was  at  once  elected  first 
lieutenant.  He  was  on  scouting  duty  until  Mav, 
1804,  and  the  following  June  went  to  Northern 


Arkansas  and  joined  Gen.  Price’s  army,  and  was 
with  that  general  on  his  celebrated  raid  through 
Arkansas,  Missouri  and  Kansas.  In  the  fall  and 
winter  of  186-1  he  was  in  Company  C,  Third  Mis- 
souri, Col.  Smith’s  regiment  and  Shelby’s  brigade. 
During  a period  of  thirty  days  he  did  not  taste 
bread,  and  while  sleeping  on  the  prairie  in  Kansas 
one  cold  and  rainy  night  he  had  a dream  of  the 
fall  of  the  Confederacy,  and  saw  the  ragged  soldiers 
of  Gen.  Lee's  army  falling  back  from  Richmond, 
and  the  strong  and  well  equipped  Federal  forces, 
who  outnumbered  them,  falling  in  and  about  their 
flanks.  After  this  dream  he  prophesied  the  fall 
of  the  Confederate  cause,  and  predicted  that  that 
winter  would  end  the  trouble,  and  such,  proved  to 
be  the  case.  At  the  battle  of  Wilson’s  Creek  or 
Oak  Hill.  Mr.  Bell  protected  the  body  of  Gen. 
Lyon  after  he  had  been  killed.  After  his  return 
home  he  assisted  in  the  secret  service,  and  was  soon 
elected  second  lieutenant  of  George  W . Walker’s 
company,  Jack  McCurtin’s  battalion,  Cooper's  com- 
mand, his  last  service  being  done  in  April.  He 
surrendered  at  Washington,  Hempstead  County,  in 
July,  1865,  came  home  and  engaged  in  farming.  In 
1868  he  started  a blacksmith's  shop  on  his  farm, and 
in  this  calling  made  considerable  money.  In  1870 
he  started  a saw  and  grist-mill  in  partnership  with 

J.  G.  Crawford,  of  Texarkana,  but  sold  out  in  18  1 1, 
and  later  made  a visit  to  his  old  home  in  Ten- 
nessee, and  on  his  return  brought  back  a number  of 
varieties  of  flowers  that  were  unknown  in  Arkansas, 
among  which  were  the  dahlia  and  several  varieties 
of  roses,  also  fruit  trees  and  ground  ivy.  He  soon 
after  erected  a new  steam  saw  and.  grist- mill, 
and  later  added  a gin  and  shingle-mill,  plainer, 
etc.,  his  partner  beiug  John  N.  CoIHds,  the  firm 
name  being  Collins  A Bell.  It  is  situated  a short 
distance  from  Nashville,  and  is  one  of  the  best 
plants  in  the  country.  The  firm  own  about  1,000 
acres  of  land,  with  200  under  cultivation,  besides 
some  town  property,  all  of  which  they  have  ac- 
cumulated since  1873,  as  at  that  time  they  were  in 
debt  and  paying  twenty -five  per  cent  per  annum 
on  the  dollar.  In  addition  to  this,  Mr.  Bell  owns 
1,500  acres  in  this  and  adjoining  counties,  has  250 
acres  under  the  plow,  and  the  balance  covered 
with  excellent  timber.  He  was  married  November 
16.  1882,  to  Miss  Joe  Clark,  a native  of  Calhoun 
County,  Ala.,  and  a daughter  of  William  Clark 
[see  sketch  of  George  AI.  Clark],  and  to  whom  have 
been  born  two  children — George  Henry  and  Gus- 
sie.  Air.  Bell  has  been  a member  of  Pleasant 
Valiev  Lodge  No.  30,  F.  & A.  M.  since  Decem- 
ber, 1863,  and  is  now  chancellor  commander  of 

K.  of  P.  No.  30,  and  in  his  political  views  is  a 
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stanch  Democrat  and  a leader  in  the  political 
affairs  of  his  county.  He  has  served  as  constable 
of  Hempstead  County,  and  in  18S4  was  elected 
county  and  probate  .judge  of  Howard  County,  a 
position  he  held  one  term,  since  which  time  he  has 
declined  io  give  his  name  as  a candidate  for  other 
offices.  In  1873  he  was  captain  of  a company  of 
militia  that  assisted  in  subduing  the  Howard 
County  negro  riot.  In  May,  1805.  while  on  his 
way  home  from  the  war,  ho  had  an  encounter  with 
a large  bear  in  the  northern  part  of  this  county. 
His  first  knowledge  of  the  proximity  of  bruin  was 
seeing  him  chasing  some  hogs.  He  fired  at  him 
four  times  with  a six-shooter  revolver,  then  pur- 
sued him  into  the  timber,  and  after  a hand-to-hand 
encounter  of  about  half  an  hour,  succeeded  in 
killing  him.  Mr.  Bell  has  in  his  possession  a gold- 
headed cane  which  was  given  him  by  the  widow  of 
James  H.  Alexander,  and  on  which  is  inscribed, 
“George  S.  Scott  to  John  M.  Clayton.”  It  was 
given  to  Mr.  Alexander  by  Rowell  Clayton,  as  a 
memento  for  services  he  had  rendered  in  securing 
the  ratification  of  Hempstead  County  for  the  con- 
stitution of  1SG8.  Mr.  Bell  was  elected  president  5 
of  the  Central  Fair  Association  of  Nashville,  on 
June  16,  1890.  The  thirty-five  survivors  of  the 
“Davis  Blues”  held  a reunion  at  Nashville,  Ark., 
on  June  18,  1S90,  the  twenty-ninth  anniversary  of 
the  date  of  their  organization.  The  company  was 
originally  composed  of  ninety-seven  men,  and 
twenty-nine  years  after  thirty-five  are  living. 

John  AY.  Bishop  is  the  present  treasurer  of  ; 
Howard  County,  Ark.  He  was  born  in  Carter  : 
County,  Ky. , in  1801.  the  elder  of  two  children,  , 
but  after  the  death  of  his  parents,  George  AY.  and  ! 
Elizabeth  (Ison)  Bishop,  in  IS64  and  1871,  respect-  ; 
ively,  he  made  his  home  with  an  aunt  until  his  re-  : 
moval  to  Arkansas  in  1873.  The  father  was  a na- 
tive of  Virginia,  a teacher  and  farmer  by  occupa- 
tion, and  inherited  German  blood  from  his  father, 
who  was  prominent  in  the  affairs  of  the  State  of 
Virginia,  but  spent  a number  of  years  of  his  life  in 
Maryland.  He  was  a soldier  in  the  Confederate 
army  during  the  late  war,  and  served  the  Southern 
cause  faithfully  until  just  before  its  close,  when  he 
passed  to  his  long  home.  The  mother's  parents 
were  among  the  very  early  settlers  of  Northeast 
Kentucky,  and  were  married  and  reared  their  fami- 
ly in  that  State.  John  AY.  Bishop  devoted  his  youth 
to  assisting  his  mother  until  her  death  in  1870.  Up- 
on his  removal  to  Arkansas  he  settled  at  Mineral 
Springs,  at  which  place  he  made  his  home  until 
1878,  when  he  came  to  Centre  Point  with  an  uncle. 
After  attending  the  schools  of  Mineral  Springs,  he 
entered  the  Southwestern  Arkansas  College,  an  iu- 


! stitution  he  attended  two  years,  and  later  was  an  at- 
I tendant  of  the  schools  of  Centre  Point  for  one  and 
i a half  years,  all  his  schooling  being  obtained  through 
j his  own  unaided  efforts.  For  several  years  he 
! was  engaged  in  various  occupations,  such  as  book- 
keeping for  firms  in  Centre  Point,  and  since  his 
location  in  the  county  he  has  taken  a deep  interest 
, in  its  political  affairs;  and  in  1886  the  people 
showed  their  appreciation  of  his  intelligence,  enter- 
prise and  faithfulness  to  his  party  by  electing  him 
: to  the  position  of  county  treasurer.  He  received 
the  earnest  support  of  both  parties,  and  in  1888 
was  re-elected  to  the  position  without  opposition. 
In  1883  he  was  appointed  deputy  county  and  circuit 
clerk,  under  William  \Y.  Hill,  and  also  assisted  Mr. 
Somervell,  all  this  experience  giving  him  a wonder- 
ful knowledge,  of  the  affairs  of  the  county.  He  was 
elected  mayor  of  Centre  Point  when  only  twenty- 
one  years  of  age,  but  proved  an  efficient  officer. 
He  is  a member  of  the  Cumberland  Presbyterian 
Church,  and  the  Masonic  fraternity — Centre  Point 
Lodge  No.  87,  and  Hill  Chapter  No.  24.  In  this 
organization  he  has  held  several  offices,  and  is  now 
filling  a position  in  each.  He  is  also  a worthy 
member  of  the  I.  O.  O.  F. , and  being  entirely  self- 
made.  the  position  he  has  attained  in  the  estimation 
of  the  people  is  deserving  of  the  utmost  commen- 
dation. 

AAA  H.  Briggs,  the  present  efficient  sheriff  of 
Howard  County,  Ark.  , is  a native  South  Carolinian, 
his  birth  occurring  in  that  State  in  1842,  he  being 
the  sixth  of  eight  children  born  to  the  marriage 
of  Chane  Briggs  and  Martha  Reeder,  who  also 
owed  their  nativity  to  the  Palmetto  State. 
After  following  the  occupation  of  farming  in  their 
native  State  until  1853,  they  emigrated  to  Arkan- 
sas and  settled  on  a farm  of  640  acres  near  the 
present  site  of  Nashville,  and  here  the  father  made 
many  improvements  in  the  way  of  buildings,  etc., 
and  prior  to  his  death,  which  occurred  in  1862,  he 
had  250  acres  cleared  and  under  cultivation.  He. 
as  well  as  his  wife,  who  passed  from  life  in  1869, 
were  members  of  the  Missionary  Baptist  Church, 
in  which  he  was  an  active  worker,  and  for  which  he 
acted  as  clerk  for  many  years.  \Y.  H.  Briggs  at- 
tended school  in  South  Carolina  prior  to  his  re- 
moval from  that  State,  but  received  the  greater 
part  of  his  education  in  the  State  of  Arkansas. 
When  the  war  became  an  assured  fact  he  enlisted 
in  the  first  company  raised  at  Nashville,  known  as 
the  “Davis  Blues,”  and  after  the  battle  of  Oak 
Hill  returned  to  Nashville  and  joined  Company  D, 
which  became  a part  of  the  Nineteenth  Arkansas 
Regiment  Infantry,  and  after  the  battle  of  Elk- 
horn  he  .operated  in  the  Indian  Territory  with 
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Geu.  Pike.  During  the  summer  lie  was  sent  to 
Camp  White  Sulphur  near  Pine  Bluff,  and  in  the 
fall  to  Arkansas  Post,  participating  in  the  battle  at 
that  place,  and  was  captured  when  the  post  was  taken 
by  the  Federals.  While  at  Camp  White  Sulphur 
he  had  been  appointed  sergeant-major.  Upon 
being  captured  he  was  sent  to  Camp  Douglas, 
Chicago,  and  at  the  end  of  three  months  was  ex- 
changed at  City  Point.  After  the  re-organization 
of  his  regiment  he  was  in  the  battles  of  Chicka- 
mauga.  Missionary  Ridge,  the  engagements  in 
front  of  Atlanta,  Jonesboro,  and  after  the  fall  of 
Atlanta  was  in  the  Tennessee  campaign  with  Gen. 
Hood,  taking  part  in  the  engagements  at  Spring 
Hill,  Franklin  and  Nashville.  Corinth  and  Tupelo. 
About  this  time  he  received  a furlough  for  a 
seventy-live  days’  visit  home,  but  at  the  end  of  that 
time  could  now  cross  the  Mississippi  River,  and 
became  a member  of  Gen.  Joe  Shelby’s  command. 
After  the  war  was  over,  he  returned  home,  resumed 
farming  on  the  old  homestead,  continuing  for  nine 
years,  after  which  he  moved  to  Centro  Point.  In 
1868,  when  the  militia  came  through  this  part  of 
the  county.  Mr.  Briggs,  with  six  others,  was  ar- 
rested for  treason  and  murder,  and  after  a trial 
before  a sort  of  militia  court,  he  was  sent  to  Little 
Rock,  being  tied  on  the  back  of  a pony,  the  escort 
in  charge  being  Zara  L.  Cotton,  a United  States 
commissioner,  now  in  the  prison  at  Detroit.  Mr. 
Briggs  was  released  on  giving  bonds  to  the  amount 
of  §25,000,  but  this  was  afterward  reduced  to 
SI 5, 000,  and  still  later  the  case  was  dismissed,  as 
no  grand  jury  would  ever  return  a bill.  Mr. 
Briggs  erected  his  present  residence  at  Center 
Point,  has  always  taken  an  active  part  in  the  pol- 
itics of  the  county,  and  in  1 SSI  was  elected  by  his 
Democrat  friends  to  the  office  of  county  sheriff,  a 
position  he  has  tilled  very  satisfactorily  ever  since. 
Mr.  Briggs  is  a Mason,  a member  of  Centre  Point 
Lodge  No.  87,  and  of  Mineral  Springs  Chapter  No. 
179.  He  was  married  in  the  month  of  February, 
I860,  to  Miss  Eleanor  E.  Bishop,  a native  of  Hemp- 
stead County,  and  a daughter  of  Harmon  and  Mary 
Bishop,  early  pioneers  of  the  same,  from  Virginia 
and  Tennessee,  respectively.  To  the  above  named 
union  the  following  family  of  children  have  been 
born:  Chano  Harmon.  Lena  (who  died  at  the 
of  fourteen  years),  Percy  (who  died  in  infancy), 
Thomas  IF,  Pauline,  Polk.  Ernest,  Carrie  (who 
died  when  six  years  of  age),  Marv,  Clare  and  Ru- 
fus Bennett.  The  family  are  members  of  the  Mis- 
sionary Baptist  Church. 

S.  R.  Briggs  is  a well  known  liveryman  Of 
Nashville,  Ark. , and  was  born  near  Mineral  Springs 
in  1860,  being  the  younger  of  two  children  bom  to 


T.  R.  and  Martha  (Dillard)  Briggs,  both  of  whom 
: were  born  in  the  Palmetto  State,  coming  to 
• Arkansas  with  their  parents  when  children.  The 
paternal  grandfather  was  one  of  the  pioneers  of 
! this  section,  and  here  resided  until  his  death.  The 
mother's  father,  S.  P.  Dillard,  came  here  some 
' time  in  the  forties,  purchased  a large  tract  of  land, 
i and  became  one  of  the  wealthy  planters  of  this 
! section.  Upon  the  organization  of  the  townships 
1 of  Howard  County,  one  was  named  Dillard  in  his 
i honor.  He  passed  to  his  long  home  in  1885.  T. 
R.  Briggs  Was  a farmer  by  occupation,  and  at  the 
outbreak  of  the  Civil  War  enlisted  in  the  service  of 
the  Confederacy,  and  died  while  in  the  service, 
his  wife  passing  from  life  in  1SS6.  S.  R.  Briggs 
( attended  the  common  schools  of  Howard  County, 
and  in  18S0  began  working  for  himself  as  a clerk 
in  stores  at  Hope.  In  1888  he  opened  a livery 
i stable  at  Centre  Point,  but  in  August,  1889,  re- 
: moved  it  to  Nashville,  where  he  now  has  an  excel- 
lent stable,  twelve  good  horses  always  ready  for 
use  and  several  hacks  and  buggies.  Mr.  Briggs  is 
a wide-awake,  enterprising  and  honest  young  man, 
and  is  bound  to  make  his  way  in  the  world  and 
accumulate  an  abundant  share  of  this  world's 
goods.  His  marriage,  which  occurred  in  1885, 

' was  to  Miss  Allie  Leo,  a daughter  of  Thomas  Lee, 
but  he  was  compelled  to  mourn  her  death  in 
October,  1887.  she  leaving  him  with  one  child, 
i Pearl,  to  care  for.  On  January  8.  1890,  he  mar 
! ried  his  second  and  present  wife,  Miss  Ada  Ison,  a 
J native  of  Howard  County,  and  daughter  of  William 
I Ison,  a machinist  at  Centre  Point.  Mr.  Brigg’s 
sister  was  married  to  J.  R.  Meadors  in  1873.  a 
! native  of  South  Carolina,  who  came  to  Arkansas  at 
| an  early  day,  where  for  a time  he  taught  school, 
afterward  becoming  a tiller  of  the  soil.  He  began 
! business  at  Centre  Point  in  1879,  but  died  in  1SS6, 
leaving  bis  wife  with  four  children:  Lula,  Thomas. 
Nora  and  Pauline.  After  the  death,  of  her  husband 
: Mrs.  Meadors  opened  a hotel  at  Centre  Point, 
i which  she  continued  until  1889,  then  came  to 
Nashville  and  took  charge  of  the  Merchants  Hotel, 
which  she  has  very  successfully  conducted  up  to  the 
present  time. 

James  Burgess.  Iu  Cherokee  County,  Ala., 
October  10.  1855,  Mr.  Burgess  was  born.  His 
parents  moved  to  Arkansas  in  1865,  settling  in 
; what  is  now  known  as  Howard  County,  and  it  was 
here  that  the  subject  of  our  sketch  passed  his 
youth,  attending  the  common  schools,  commenc- 
ing to  support  himself  at  the  age  of  twenty-one  by 
teaching.  January  10,  1884.  he  married  Miss 
Mary  M.  Parker,  daughter  of  Franklin  and  Sally 
Parker,  of  Tennessee.  Mrs.  Burgess  was  born  No- 
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vernber  20,  1801.  and  is  still  living.  They  have 
had  four,  children:  James  Oscar,  Emet  Andrew  A., 

| Jesse  A.  and  Archa  Virginia.  Soon  after  his  mar 
riage  Mr.  Burgess  moved  to  the  farm  where  he 
now  lives,  owning  100  acres  of  very  tine  land.  He 
| is  a Master  Mason,  an-  ardent  Democrat,  and  has 
enjoyed  a prosperous  and  happy  life.  Both  Mrs. 
Burgess  and  himself  are  members  of  the  Methodist 
Church,  and  active  supporters  of  all  worthy  causes 
in  Clay  Township.  His  father.  J.  M.  Burgess, 
j was  born  in  Tennessee,  December  7,  1825,  in 
Bledsoe  County,  and  is  still  living.  In  18-17  he 
married  Miss  Martha  Faulkner,  of  Alabama.  She 
was  born  December  18,  1835,  dying  July  4,  1883. 
They  had  eleven  children,  of  whom  those  living 
are:  Thomas,  Martha  J. , James,  William  D.,  An- 
drew J. , Melvina,  Franklin,  A.,  Julia  A.,  Margaret 
and  Fanny. 

John  H.  Cheatham,  merchant,  Umpire,  Ark. 
The  average  of  the  citizens  of  Howard  County, 
Arlc.,  have  become  prominent  in  the  various 
branches  of  business  to  which  their  attention  has 
been  directed,  and  such  is  the  case  with  Mr.  Cheat- 
. ham,  who  is  one  of  the  successful  business  men  of 
Umpire.  He  owes  his  nativity  to  Arkansas,  his 
birth  occurring  in  Hempstead  County,  on  October 
5,  1854,  and  his  father,  Mat.  V.  Cheatham,  was 
a native  of  Kentucky,  while  his  mother,  whose 
maiden  name  was  Catherine  Johnson,  was  born  in 
Arkansas.  The  parents  were  married  in  the  last 
named  State,  and  there  passed  the  remainder  of 
their  days,  the  former  dying  in  1869.  at  the  age  of 
fifty-seven  years,  and  the  latter  in  1862  or  1863. 
The  father  was  a merchant,  but  in  connection  car- 
ried on  farming.  He  was  a Democrat  in  his  polit- 
ical views,  and  represented  Hempstead  County  in 
the  General  Assembly.  Of  the  ten  children  born 
to  their  marriage,  four  are  now  living:  Green  A., 
Jr.  (who  is  farming  in  Hempstead  County),  Ford 
J.  (who  is  farming  in  Howard  County),  and  Luta 
(wife  of  J.  A.  Shepperson,  who  is  a successful 
farmer  of  Hempstead  County).  John  H.  Cheatham 
attained  his  growth  in  the  last  named  county,  was 
educated  in  the  common  schools,  and  when  twenty- 
one  years  of  age,  began  farming,  which  ho  fol- 
I lowed  for  six  years.  He  then  embarked  in  the 
[ mercantile  business,  which  he  has  since  successfully 
followed,  at  Galena,  this  county,  and  at  which  lie 
has  been  quite  successful  He  is  a Democrat,  but 
takes  no  active  part  in  politics.  He  served  one 
term  as  school  director  in  Sulphur  Springs  Town- 
J ship. 

George  51.  Clark  is  a planter,  near.  Nashville! 
and  a merchant  at  Corinth,  but  tir-t  saw  the  light 
| of  day  in  Alabama,  in  IS  10,  being  the  fifth  of  urn 


children  born  to  William  and  Rebecca  (Dulany) 
Clark.  The  former  was  born  in.  Kentucky,  and 
his  wife  in  Tennessee.  They  were  married  in  Jef- 
ferson County,  now  Birmingham,  Ala.  The  pa- 
ternal grandfather,  Samuel,  with  his  family,  moved 
to  Alabama  in  1820,  and  there  he  was  extensively 
engaged  in  farming.  William  Clark  was  sheriff 
of  Benton  (now  Calhoun)  County,  being  the  second 
one  of  the  county,  and  later  filled  the  office  of 
county  judge  of  Calhoun  County  and  justice  of  the 
peace.  He  died  in  that  State  in  1880,  at  the  age 
of  seventy-three  years,  having  been  an  active  worker 
iu  the  Missionary  Baptist  Church.  George  M. 
Clark  remained  with  his  father  on  the  farm,  at- 
tending the  common  schools  until  he  was  eighteen 
years  of  age,  then  came  to  Arkansas,  and  settled 
at  Nashville,  where  he  opened  a blacksmith  shop, 
and  followed  this  calling  until  the  opening  of  the 
war,  when  he  assisted  in  recruiting  Company  F. 
“Davis  Blues,-’  of  the  State  troops,  and  after  the 
battle  of  Oak  Hill,  returned  home,  only  to  join 
Company  G,  of  the  Nineteenth  Arkansas  Infantry, 
in  November,  of  that  year.  He  acted  as  captain 
of  this  company  throughout  the  war,  was  wounded 
four  times,  was  captured  at  Arkansas  Post,  and 
surrendered  with  Johnston  in  North  Carolina.  After 
the  war  he  went  to  Alabama,  and  for  six  months 
was  engaged  in  buying  cotton,  after  which  he  went 
to  Union  City,  Tenn. , being  engaged  in  the  milling 
business  for  one  year.  He  was  then  engaged  in 
photography  until  the  fall  of  1869,  when  he  re- 
turned to  Nashville,  Ark.,  and  began  clerking  for 
Air.  Sypert,  with  whom  he  remained  until  June. 
1871.  He  was  then  an  employe  of  Fellows  A Co., 
of  Camden,  for  three  years,  after  which  he  went 
to  Texarkana,  and  in  September,  1873,  erected  the 
first  building  in  that  place,  and  started  in  the 
grocery  business,  remaining  there  until  April. 
1874,  when  he  came  back  to  Nashville  for  the  third 
time,  and  May  2,  1874,  opened  a grocery  store. 
In  January,  18SS,  he  erected  two  stores  and  two 
dwelling-houses,  aud  in  March,  of  the  following 
year,  he  started  a store  at  Corinth,  in  partnership 
with  J.  H.  and  A.  N.  Hutchinson,  the  name  of  the 
firm  being  Clark,  Hutchinson  A Co.  They  do  an 
excellent  business,  and  their  stock  of  goods  is 
valued  at  $6,000.  In  1881  he  bought  his  present 
line  farm  in  the  suburbs  of  Nashville,  and  on  a 
natural  building  site,  erecting  thereon  his  residence, 
in  1883.  He  has  made  all  his  own  improvements, 
and  has  a line  young  orchard  of  five  acres,  and  an 
excellent  vineyard  of  sixteen  acres,  which  may  be 
said  to  yield  500  gallons  of  wine  per  acre.  His 
farm  comprises  242  acres,  with  100  under  cultiva- 
tion, and  he  also  owns  a timber  tract  of  160  acres. 
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the  finest  in  the  country.  He  owns  some  valuable 
property  in  Pike  County,  on  which  are  some  ex- 
cellent mineral  springs.  His  marriage,  which  took 
place  in  January,  1872,  was  to  Miss  Aurelia  Z. 
Anderson,  a native  of  Mississippi,  and  to  them 
have  been  born- the  following  children:  Ollie,  Au- 
gust, Ducy,  and.  Cummings  and  Annie,  who  died 
in  infancy.  Mrs.  Clark  is  a member  of  the  Cum- 
berland Presbyterian  Church,  and  Mr.  Clark  be- 
longs to  the  Masonic  fraternity,  Pleasant  Valiev 
Lodge  No.  30.  In  addition  to  his  farming  opera- 
tions, he  also  gives  some  attention  to  raising 
fine  stock,  especially  cattle,  and  has  one  of  the 
finest  herds  of  registered  Jersey  cattle  in  this  sec- 
tion of  the  country.  He  is  also  something  of  a 
hunter,  and  is  considered  a good  marksman. 

Mrs.  Maria  L.  Click  was  born  in  Morgan  Coun- 
ty, Ala.,  July  15,  1S38.  Her  parents,  Joseph 
Turrentine,  of  Virginia,  and  Miss  Rhoda  Payne, 
of  Georgia,  were  married  about  IS  17  in  Ten- 
nessee, and  had  twelve  children,  of  whom  only 
Rhoda  W. , Joseph  T.  and  Maria  L.  are  now  liv- 
ing. A few  years  after  their  marriage  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Turrentine  moved  from  Tennessee  to  Ala- 
bama, where  the  former  engaged  in  agricultural 
pursuits.  They  afterward  moved  to  Arkansas,  set- 
tling on  a farm  in  Howard  County.  The  subject  of 
our  sketch  attended  school  in  Alabama,  and  also  in 
Arkansas.  After  the  death  of  her  parents  she 
lived  with  her  sister  until  the  time  of  her  marriage 
to  "William  H.  Click  in  1861.  Mr.  Click  was  a 
native  of  Arkansas,  was  born  in  1838,  and  died  in 
1882,  of  dropsy  of  the  heart.  He  was  a member 
of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  a devout 
Christian,  and  died  a quiet  death  of  perfect 
resignation.  They  had  eight  children,  of  whom 
Margaret  H.  is  dead;  William  A..  Joseph  E.. 
John  W. , Louis  IJ.,  Robert  A.,  Rhoda  E.  and 
Mary  E.  are  living.  Mrs.  Click  professed  religion 
and  joined  the  church  in  1855,  and  has  at  all  times 
been  a willing  contributor  to  worthy  public  matters 
and  the  support  of  churches.  Her  husband  enlisted 
in  the  Arkansas  army,  serving  until  the  close  of 
the  war.  He  surrendered  in  Texas,  after  which 
he  returned  home  to  devote  his  attention  to  agricult- 
ure. Mr.  Click  was  a Democrat,  and  a useful 
member  in  the  community  in  which  he  lived.  Mrs. 
Click  owns  250  acres  of  exceedingly  valuable  Ar- 
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kansas  land. 

Robert  C.  Click,  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  was 
born  in  Howard  County,  Ark.,  September  11,  1853. 
and  passed  his  school-days  in  that  county.  At  the 
age  of  twenty  he  commenced  to  take  charge  of  hfs 
mother’s  farm,  meeting  with  marked  success  in 
the  agricultural  line.  On  November  6,  18(3,  Mr. 


Click  married  Miss  Elizabeth  Graves,  who  was  born 
in  Arkansas  in  1853,  and  is  living  at  the  present 
time.  She  is  the  daughter  of  Louis  Graves, 
of  Howard  County.  They  have  eight  children: 
Charles  J.,  Margaret,  Molly,  Rosa  A.,  David  E.. 
Julia  L.,  Sally  E.  and  William.  Mr.  Click 
bought  the  valuable  farm  of  200  acres  where  he 
how  lives,  in  the  year  1886,  and  is  a most  suc- 
cessful man  in  every  way,  and  one  who  takes  pleas- 
ure in  advancing  worthy  causes.  His  father. 
Enoch  Click,  was  a native  of  Arkansas,  and  mar- 
ried Miss  Elizabeth  Hunter,  of  that  State.  They 
had  fourteen  children,  of  whom  Eliza  E. , Mar- 
garet and  R.  C.  are  living. 

John  Nelson  Collins.  In  tracing  the  ancestry 
of  Mr.  Collins,  a prominent  citizen  and  partner  of 
Judge  Bell  in  an  extensive  milling  business  near 
Nashville,  it  is  seen  that  three'  brothers,  Timothy. 
William  and  Eli,  who  were  of  Scotch -Irish  descent, 
immigrated  to  America,  settling  in  Sussex  County, 
Del.,  in  the  colonial  days.  At  the  declaration  of 
war  between  the  colonies  and  Great  Britain  (they 
were  all  in  that  war)  Timothy  immediately  es- 
poused the  cause  of  the  former,  marched  to  the 
field  of  battle,  and  from  that  day  was  lost  to  home 
and  kindred.  William  soon  moved  to  the  Terri- 
tory of  Missouri,  where  he  became  the  founder  of 
a long  line  of  prosperous  descendants.  Eli,  the 
great-grandfather  of  John  Nelson,  was  born  March 
26,  1759,  in  Sussex  County,  Del.,  but  did  not 
state  the  time  of  his  removal  from  that  State  to 
North  Carolina,  where  in  Martin  and  Orange  Coun- 
ties he  was  residing  during  the  War  of  the  Revo- 
lution, from  which  latter  county  he  removed  in 
1804,  to  Wilkes  County,  Ga. , then,  in  1818,  he 
went  to  Limestone  County,  and  Madison  County, 
Ala.  In  1836  his  son.  with  whom  he  had  lived 
for  many  years,  finally  settled  in  Hempstead  County, 
Ark.,  whom  he  accompanied  to  that  place.  A hen 
lie  applied,  in  December,  1832,  for  his  pension,  he 
was  residing  in  Madison  County,  Ala.  In  June, 
1776,  ho  volunteered  in  Martin  County,  N.  C.,  for 
three  months,  under  Capt.  Micajah  Lyttle,  in  the 
regiment  commanded  by  Col.  Dozier,  joined  the 
army  at  Wilmington,  N.  C.,  under  Gens.  Arke 
and  Moore,  and  was  on  duty  there,  at  Fort  John- 
son and  Brunswick  (meaning,  no  doubt,  Bruns- 
wick County,  which  joins  the  county  A ilmington 
is  in),  during  his  term.  He  volunteered  early  in 
June,  1780,  in  Orange  County,  N.  C.,  where  then 
living,  under  Capt.  Farmer,  in  the  command  of 
Col.  Stephen  Moore,  for  three  months,  marched 
with  Gen.  John  Butler  to  Cross  Creek  on  -Cape 
Fear  River,  where  he  joined  the  troops  under  Gen. 
Richard  Caswell:  from  thence  he  marched  to  the 
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Choraw  Hills,  S.  C.,  and  afterward  joined  the 
army  under  Gen..  Gates.  lie  was  in  the  battle  at 
Camden,  S.  C.  (August  16.  1780),  when  Gates 
was  defeated,  and  as  the  troops  were  generally  de- 
pressed, he  returned  home  about  six  days  before 
the  expiration  of  the  term  of  his  enlistment.  Late 
in  September,  1780,  he  enlisted  in  Orange  County. 
N.  C. , for  three  months  under  Capt.  Wood,  in  the 
command  of  Col.  William  Collier,  joined  the 
troops  under  Gen.  John  Butler,  marched  to,  and 
was  stationed  at  Salisbury,  Rowan  County,  X.  C. , 
during  his  whole  term.  He  was  discharged  about 
the  time  Gen.  Green  came  to  North  Carolina  to 
succeed  Gen.  Gates  in  command  of  the  arm}’ 
(which  he  assumed  December  3,  1780).  He  en- 
listed in  Orange  County.  S.  C.,  in  September, 
1781,  for  three  months  with  Capt.  James  Kell,  in 
the  command  of  Col.  William  Collier,  and  joined 
the  troops  under  Gen.  John  Butler.  (The  Tories 
under  Col.  Fannin  made  a raid  into  Hillsboro, 
captured  Gov.  Burke  and  other  Whigs.  September 
13,  1781,  which  prisoners  he  was  conveying  to 
Wilmington,  then  occupied  by  the  British).  Gen. 
Butler  started  with  his  forces  to  intercept  the 
enemy,  who  were  overtaken  at  Lindley's  Mills  on 
Cane  Creek,  where  Mr.  Collins  participated  in  a se- 
vere tight  in  which  Col.  1? annin  was  wounded,  but 
he  continued  on  his  way  with  his  prisoners,  and  after 
another  tight  with  his  prisoners  before  reaching 
Wilmington,  he  escaped  into  that  place.  Mr. 
Collins  alleged  in  a general  way,  without  specify- 
ing dates  or  places,  that  he  was  on  several  occa- 
sions in  short  tours  of  duty,  guarding  ammuni- 
tion.  Tory  and  British  prisoners,  and  on  alarms 
patroling  the  country,  which  in  1780-81  was  much 
infested  with  the  hostile  Tories,  and  very  active 
during  the  presence  of  Lord  Cornwallis  with  his 
forces  in  his  attempt  to  invade  Virginia.  To  Eli 
and  Mary  Collins  were  born  four  sons:  Peter  and 
Eli  (died  long  ago),  Timothy  (died  at  West  Point. 
Ga.,  in  1857,  many  of  his  descendants  living  in 
that  vicinity  to-day),  William  Ragland  (was  born 
at  West  Point,  November  13,  179  . came  to  Ar- 
kansas with  his  parents  in  1834,  was  married  to 
Miss  Nancy  Paterson,  November  14,  1811,  and 
died  at  Anderson,  Grimes  County,  Tex.,  August. 
1S70,  leaving  ten  children:  Jane,  John  Patterson. 
Tillman,  William  Walter  Gambal,  Elizabeth.  Jo- 
seph, Isaiah,  Henry.  James  McEirrim,  Nancy  Gill). 
Eli  Vance,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was  born 
March  15.  1821;  married  Miss  Matilda  Nelson, 
daughter  of  Charles  Nelson,  March  7.  1841.  Mrs. 
Collins  died  July  18,  1848,  leaving  four  children: 
The  eldest,  our  subject,  John  Nelson.  Mary  Eliza- 
beth (who  married  Norman  It.  Crawford  at  M a>h- 


ington,  Ark.,  in  1858.  and  died  October,  1S/S, 
leaving  three  children:  Jasper  Alancen,  May 

Adams  and  Ray  Thompson),  Fanny  Ann  (who  in 
November,  1870,  married  James  T.  Trigg).  J ■ T. 
lived  at  or  near  Rondo,  Ark.,  until  18/3,  when  he 
moved  to  Texarkana;  he  died  April  15,  1881,  a 
member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and 
of  the  Masonic  fraternity.  His  widow.  Mrs. 
Fannie  Ann,  has  in  her  possession  a Bible  pub- 
lished in  1783,  given  her  by  her  grandfather, 
William  Ragland  Collins.  She  has  seven  children: 
Thomas,  Vance,  Nina,  Lucia,  Laura,  James,  John 
and  Binoni.  Eli  Vance  was  married,  the  second 
time,  to  Miss  Mari  ah  Cavatt.  of  Collinsburg,  La., 
and  of  this  union  were  born  six  children:  James 
Vance,  Lora  Oc-tavia.  Nancy  Louise.  Katie,  Sallie 
Ophelia,  William  Alexander.  William  Alexander, 
born  September  23,  1864,  married  Miss  Fannie 
War  I ham,  of  Paris,  Tex.,  in  1888.  and  is  now  one 
of  the  firm  of  Varner.  Collins  A Dulaney,  hard- 
ware and  machine  merchants.  Lora  Octavia  mar- 
ried Robert  J.  Witkinson.  James  Aance  married 
Miss  Fannie  Richmond,  who  died  August,  1881, 
and  he  married  Miss  Bnnim  Hiarm,  of  Little 
Rock,  in  October,  1882:  he  died  at  Nash  ville,  where 
he  was  buried  by  the  side  of  his  great-grand- 
father, Eli  Collins;  he  was  a good  business  man 
and  the  founder  of  the  flourishing  business  of 
Harvy  & Skilleru,  hardware  men.  Nashville.  John 
Nelson  was  born  in  Hempstead  County,  January 
22.  1842,  where  he  attended  school.  In  the  spring 
of  1859  he  went  with  an  uncle  to  Texas,  where 
he  remained  until  October,  I860.  July  14,  1861. 
he  enlisted  in  Company  G.  Arkansas  Infantry,  un- 
der Col.  McIntosh;  was  in  the  battles  of  Oak  Hill 
and  Pea  Ridge.  During  the  summer  of  1862  he  was 
transferred  east  of  the  Mississippi  River  and  at- 
tached to  the  commissary  department  of  McNair's 
brigade;  was  in  all  the  campaigns  of  the  Army  of 
the  Tennessee;  was  with  Johnson,  and  surrendered 
at  Jonesboro,  N.  C..  April  26.  1865.  After  the 
war  he  returned  to  Nashville  and  engaged  in  farm- 
ing. In  1807  he  married  Miss  Emma  J.  Ware,  a 
daughter  of  James  Ware,  of  Hempstead  County. 
In  1872  Mr.  Collins  formed  a partnership  with 
John  H.  Bell,  starting  a steam-mill  at.  Nashville, 
a partnership  that  still  exists  and  has  been  exceed- 
ingly successful  in  every  way.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Col- 
lins have  one  child.  Fannie  (who  is  now  the  wife 
of  S.  R.  Bryant,  and  their  babe,  a girl,  is  Fucia 
Dahlia  Bryant).  They  are  all  members  of  the 
Cumberland  Presbyterian  Church,  and  our  subject 
is  a member  of  the  F.  A A.  M..  Pleasant  A alley 
Lodge  No.  30. 

George  AY.  Copeland,  planter,  Howard  County. 
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Among  tlie  younger  members  of  the  agricultural 
community  of  this  county  there  are  none  more  de- 
serving of  mention  than  George  A'.  Copeland,  who 
is  enterprising  and  progressive  and  a substan- 
tial citizen.  He  was  bom  in  Pike  (now  How-  : 
ard)  County,  Ark.,  on  July  28,  1854,  and  is  the 
ninth  of  eleven  children  born  to  Richard  T.  and 
Sarah  (McClure)  Copeland,  natives  of  Lincoln 
County,  Tenn.  The  parents  were  married  in  their 
native  county  and  moved  to  Arkansas  about  1850. 
They  settled  near  Corinth,  Ark.,  and  there  the 
father  resides  at  the  present  time.  The  mother 
died  June  28,  1880.  After  her  death  the  father 
married  Mrs.  E.  Garner.  He  is  a Democrat  in 
politics,  and  a member  of  the  Christian  Church. 

| Of  the  eleven  children  born  to  George’s  parents 
seven  are  now  living:  Mary  J.,  Martha,  William 

C.,  Sarah  A.,  James  D.  and  Richard  F. , and  all 
are  married  and  living  in  Arkansas,  except  Will- 
iam C.,  who  moved  to  Texas  in  1874,  and  is  an  ex-  ■ 
tensive  farmer  of  Erath  County.  George  W.  Cope- 
land was  early  taught  the  duties  of  the  farm,  re- 
ceiving his  education  in  Arkansas,  and  when  it 
became  necessarv  for  him  to  choose  some  callino- 
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selected  agricultural  pursuits  as  his  occupation. 

| He  is  the  owner  of  eighty  acres  of  land,  with  about 
fifty  acres  under  cultivation,  and  his  residence  and 
outbuildings  indicate  the  kind  of  farmer  he  is. 
He  was  married  in  1874  to  Miss  Rebecca  K.  Jones, 
a native  of  this  State,  and  the  daughter  of  Samuel 
and  Perlina  (Chesshir)  Jones.  Her  parents  came 
to  Arkansas  from  Tennessee,  and  settled  in  Pike 
County  at  an  early  date.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Cope- 
land have  been  born  six  children,  all  living-  and 
married:  William  A.,  John  C.,  Samuel  K., 

Delphia  A.,  Loula  P.  and  Charles  B.,  all  at  home 
with  the  parents.  Mr.  Copeland  was  elected  jus- 
tice of  the  peace  in  1SS6,  holds  that  position  at  the 
present  time,  and  also  served  as  school  director  for 
eight  years.  He  takes  considerable  interest  in  pol- 
itics and  votes  with  the  Democrats.  He  and  Mrs. 
Copeland  are  members  of  the  Christian  Church, 
and  are  liberal  supporters  of  all  laudable  enter- 
prises, devoting  special  attention  to  church  af- 
fairs. Mr.  Copeland’s  father  served  in  the  war  of 
1830,  and  the  former  had  three  brothers  in  the  late 
war:  one,  John,  enlisting  in  1801,  and  serving 
until  its  close.  Ho  was  slightly  wounded  in  the  arm. 

Dr.  J.  S.  Corn.  Among  the  people  of  Howard 
as  well  as  the  surrounding  counties,  Dr.  Corn  has 
become  well  and  favorably  known,  both  profession- 
ally and  socially,  and  during  his  nine  years'  res- 
idence at  Centre  Point,  he  has  built,  up  a large  and 
paying  practice.  He  was  born  in  Winchester, 
Tuan.,  December  11,  1849.  being  the  eldest,  of  a 


family  of  six  children,  born  to  B.W.  and  Elizabeth 

A.  (Botick)  Corn,  who  were  Tennesseeans,  the 
paternal  grandfather  being  a native  of  Virginia, 
an  early  pioneer  to  Tennessee  and  a minister  of 
the  Baptist  Church,  lie  was  of  Scotch  descent, 
and  died  on  Elk  River  in  his  eighty-ninth  year. 

B.  W.  Corn  studied  medicine  at  Nashville,  Tenn., 
and  began  the  practice  of  that  profession  in  his 
native  State,  continuing  until  1857.  when  he  came 
to  Arkansas  and  settled  at  Pine  Bluff,  where  he 
made  his  home  until  1860, when  he  settled  in  what 
is  now  Austin,  Lonoke  County,  making  his  home 
there  until  1SS6.  He  has  since  been  a successful 
practitioner  of  Lonoke.  Dr.  J.  S.  Corn  attended 
the  common  schools  at  Austin  in  his  boyhood  days, 
and  after  having  studied  medicine  and  the  drug 
business  with  his  father  for  several  years,  he.  in 
1876,  entered  Vanderbilt  University,  and  graduated 
from  the  medical  department  of  that  institution 
March  1,  1878,  locating  almost  immediately  at 
Austin.  He  has  been  a resident  of  Centre  Point 
since  1881,  is  one  of  the  leading  practitioners  of 
Howard  County,  and  by  education  and  experience 
is  well  fitted  for  the  practice  of  his  chosen  profes- 
sion. He  has  always  supported  the  principles  of 
Democracy,  and  socially  belongs  to  Centre  Point 
Lodge  No.  87,  of  the  A.  I'.  A A.  M.  His  mar- 
riage, which  occurred  in  1878.  was  to  Miss  Luella 
W.,  youngest  daughter  of  Maj.  I.  C.  A.  Skillern, 
one  of  the  oldest  settlers  of  Austin  and  a merchant 
by  occupation,  whose  death  occurred  in  January, 
1SS1.  Mrs.  Corn  was  born  July  4,  1857,  and  has 
borne  her  husband  one  child:  Nellie  Barner  (whose 
birth  was  March  17.  1881).  Airs.  Corn  belongs  to 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 

John  R.  Coulter,  planter.  Rosedale,  Ark.  Every 
community  is  bound  to  have  among  her  citizens  a 
few  men  of  recognized  influence  and  ability,  who, 
by  their  systematic  and  careful,  thorough  manner 
cf  work,  attain  to  a success  which  is  justly  deserved. 
Among  this  class  is  Mr.  Coulter,  a man  esteemed 
to  be  a prominent  and  substantial,  as  well  as  pro- 
gressive farmer  of  the  county.  He  is  a native- 
born  resident  of  the  county,  his  birth  occurring 
where  he  now  lives  on  July  20.  1S49,  and  was  the 
second  of  live  children  born  to  Matthew  and  Sarah 
(McClain)  Coulter,  the  father  a native  of  Missis- 
sippi and  the  mother  of  Arkansas.  The  father  was 
reared  in  Mississippi,  came  to  Arkansas  in  183  i. 
and  settled  on  the  place  now  owned  by  our  subject, 
where  he  tilled  the  soil,  lie  died  in  185S.  at  the 
age  of  thirty-eight  years.  The  mother  died  in 
1857,  at  the  age  of  twenty-eight  years.  Of  the  live 
children,  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Coulter,  only  two 
are  now  living.  Thomas  Coulter  is  a leading 
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merchant,  of  Nashville.  Ark.  John  R.  Coulter  was 
reared  and  educated  in  this  State,  and  when  twen- 
ty-one- years  of  age,  started  out  for  himself,  by 
cultivating  the  soil.  This  has  since  been  his  occu- 
pation, and  he  is  the  owner  of  040  acres  of  land, 
with  300  acres  under  cultivation.  He  was  married 
in  1871  to  Miss  W.  A.  Levy,  the  daughter  of  Na- 
thaniel Levy,  of  Nashville,  Ark.,  and  to  them  were 
born  seven  children,  all  living  with  our  subject: 
Matthew  L. , Lou  K. . M aggie  M. , Anna  M. , Fannie 
Y.,  Nettie  and  Nathaniel.  Mr.  Coulter  is  not  act- 
ive in  politics,  but  votes  with  the  Democratic 
party.  ' He  is  a member  of  the  Masonic  fraternity, 
which  he  joined  in  1870.  and  he  is  also  a member 
of  the  Farmers’  Alliance.  Mrs.  Coulter  is  a mem- 
ber of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  South.  Mr. 
Coulter’s  ancestors  on  the  father’s  side  were  of 
Irish  and  on  the  mother's  side  of  German  extrac- 
tion. 

Capt.  D.  C.  Cowling  is  a highly  respected  old 
citizen  of  Centre  Point,  and  although  he  was  born 
in  Franklin  County,  Tenn.,  in  1830.  he  has  been 
identified  with  the  interests  of  Arkansas  for  many 
years  past,  having  been  a resident  of  this  State 
since  he  was  eleven  years  of  age.  He  came  thither 
with  his  parents,  J.  S.  and  Francis  (Champion) 
Cowling,  the  former  of  whom  -was  a Georgian,  and 
the  latter  a native  of  Tennessee.  They  settled  in 
what  was  then  Hempstead  (now  Howard)  County, 
and  here  Mr.  Cowling  purchased  a tract  of  land 
near  Columbus,  upon  which  he  lived  until  1S5S, 
when  he  sold  out  and  went  to  Texas,  but  returned 
in  two  years’  time.  He  immediately  purchased  an- 
other farm  near  the  old  homestead,  but  after  re- 
siding thereon  until  1868,  he  moved  to  Mineral 
Springs,  where  he  passed  from  life  in  1877,  his 
wife  dying  in  1874,  both  being  members  of  the 
Primitive  Baptist  Church.  D.  C.  Cowling,  the  im- 
mediate subject  of  this  sketch,  received  good  edu- 
cational advantages,  and  in  addition  to  attending 
the  common  schools  of  Tennessee  and  Arkansas, 
he  finished  his  literary  education  in  the  Arkansas 
College  at  Fayetteville,  graduating  in  1858.  In 
June,  1801,  he  enlisted  in  the  company  known  as 
the  Davis  Blues,  and  was  chosen  second  lieutenant, 
taking  part  in  the  battle  of  Oak  Hill,  after  which 
the  company  was  disbanded  and  Mir.  Cowling  re- 
turned home.  He  theu  assisted  in  recruiting  Com- 
pany G,  which  was  attached  to  the  Nineteenth 
Regiment  Arkansas  Infantry,  and  was  chosen  its 
captain,  and  was  commander  of  the  same  in  the 
battle  of  Pea  Ridge.  His  next  service  was  in  In- 
dian Territory,  after  which  he  went  into  camp  near 
Pine  Bluff,  and  the  next  engagement  in  which  he 
participated  was  Arkansas  Post,  where  he  was 


captured.  He  was  sent  to  Camp  Chase,  Ohio,  but 
was  afterward  exchanged  at  City  Point.  Lpon  the 
reorganization  of  his  regiment,  he  was  sent  into 
Tennessee,  to  the  army  of  Gen.  Bragg,  with  which 
army  he  remained  until  the  battle  of  Nashville, 
Tenn.,  in  December,  1864,  when  he  was  captured 
and  sent  to  Johnson’s  Island,  where  he  was  kept 
in  captivity  until  the  war  was  over.  Upon  his  re- 
turn. Mr.  Cowling  at  once  engaged,  in  teaching 
school,  and  lias  followed  that  occupation  constantly 
ever  since,  a calling  he  carried  on  for  three  years 
before  the  opening  of  the  war.  He  has  always 
been  remarkably  successful  as  a pedagogue,  is  one 
of  the  oldest  educators  in  the  State,  and  is  still  in 
the  harness.  His  marriage,  which  occurred  in 
June,  1866,  was  to  Mrs.  Sallie  (Draper)  Stuart, 
who  died  in  December,  1885,  having  borne  a fam- 
ily of  five  children,  three  of  whom  are  living: 
Susan  F.  (wife  of  C.  C.  Custer),  J.  J.  and  D.  C. 
Mr.  Cowling’s  second  marriage  took  place  in 
August,  1886,  to  Mrs.  H.  N.  Oakley,  nee  Sud- 
darth.  She  was  born  in  Franklin,  Tenn.,  was 
married  there  to  Mr.  Oakley,  and  in  1800  came  to 
Arkansas,  where  she  was  left  a widow  in  1874,  she 
having  borne  him  ten  children:  Rev.  J.  C.  (who  is 
stationed  at  Mount  Holly.  Union  County,  Ark.),  D. 
A..  Fannie  (wife  of  Dr.  'Weaver,  of  Nashville, 
Ark.).  Laura  (widow  of  )V.  J.  Scott),  Rev.  George 
M..  Jasper  B.,  Joseph  B.,  and  three  that  died  in 
infancy.  The  family  are  members  of  the  Cumber- 
land Presbyterian  Church,  and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Cow- 
linn-  are  earnest  workers  in  the  same. 

Joe  T.  Cowling.  A history  of  Howard  County 
would  be  in  a measure  incomplete  without  a de- 
scription of  him  whose  name  heads  this  sketch. 
Born  in  Franklin  County.  Tenn. , on  May  12,  1839, 
he  was  educated  in  private  schools  in  Hempstead 
(now  Howard)  County,  where  he  afterward  com- 
menced farming  for  himself,  and  where  he  now  re- 
sides. On  May  12,  1861,  he  married  Miss  Juliet 
A.  Beggs,  a daughter  of  Robert  and  Hulda  Beggs. 
and  soon  after  marriage,  broke  the  golden  bonds  of 
happiness  to  serve  his  country  in  the  late  war,  en- 
listing under  Gen.  E.  \V.  Gant  in  the  Twelfth  Ar- 
kansas. Company  G.  He  fought  in  the  battles  of 
New  Madrid,  Mo.,  was  captured  at  New  Madrid 
Bend,  at  the  fall  of  Island  No.  10,  and  carried  to 
Chicago,  being  retained  there  six  months,  and 
was  afterward  exchanged  at  Vicksburg,  and  then 
marched  to  Holly  Springs,  Miss. , to  reinforce  Van 
Dome  and  Price.  Returning  to  Port  Hudson.  La., 
he  was  there  some  time,  and  then  surrendered  at  that 
point,  and  was  then  paroled  and  returned  home  to 
Hempstead  County,  Ark.  Afterward  he  was  called 
into  parole  camp  and  organized  and  fought  the  bal- 
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mice  of  the  •war  on  this  side  of  the  Mississippi  River. 
Surrendering  at  Marshal],  Tex.,  he  returned  home, 
once  more  devoting  his  attention  to  agricultural 
pursuits.  Mr.  aud  Mrs.  Cowling  are  the  parents 
of  ten  children,  viz.:  Robert  J. , Margaret  F., 

Amelia  A.,.  Mary  E.,  John  Iy.  . James  M. , David 
G.,  Dudlie,  Lafayette  and  Florence  13.  At  the 
present  writing  Mr.  Cowling  is  an  extensive 
planter,  owning  1,400  acres  of  valuable  land,  about 
400  acres  of  which  are  well  cultivated.  He  has 
j been  deputy  sheriff  for  four  years,  and  he  and  his 
wife  are  both  members  of  the  Cumberland  Presby- 
terian Church.  Our  subject’s  parents,  John  D. 

I and  Frances  Cowling,  were  natives  of  Tennessee, 
and  married  in  that  State,  and  in  1842  moved  to 
Hempstead  (now  Howard)  County,  where  they  con- 
tinued to  reside. 

W.  K.  Cowling  is  an  old  settler  and  a promi- 
nent merchant  of  Nashville,  Ark.,  who  was  born 
in  Mississippi  in  1842,  being  the  second  of  four 
children  born  to  John  D.  and  Frances  (Camp) 
Cowling,  the  former  of  whom  was  a planter  of 
Mississippi,  and  moved  to  Arkansas  in  1843,  set- 
tling within  live  miles  of  the  present  town  of  Nash- 
ville, where  he  purchased  160  acres  of  land.  After 
an  occupancy  of  about  five  years  he  sold  his  place, 
and  moved  to  the  black  lands  of  Hempstead 
County.  He  made  his  home  on  what  is  now  known 
as  the  Wiley  McElroy  farm  until  his  death,  which 
occurred  in  1848.  The  children  remained  with 
their  mother,  who  married  again,  until  they  became 
grown.  W.  K.  Cowling  began  working  at  farm 
labor  at  the  age  of  sixteen  years,  and  followed  this 
calling,  in  addition  to  attending  school,  until  the 
breaking  of  the  war-cloud  which  had  so  lono-  hov- 
ered  over  the  country,  when  he  enlisted  in  Company 
G,  Twelfth  Regiment  Arkansas  Infantry,  and  was  in 
the  engagements  at  Island  No.  10,  Jenkins’  Ferry. 
Poison  Springs  and  Port  Hudson.  In  the  last- 
named  engagement  he  was  captured  and  paroled, 
but  was  soon  afterward  exchanged.  He  surren- 
dered at  Marshall,  Tex. . and  returned  to  Hempstead 
County,  where  he  followed  teaming  for  one  year. 
The  next  year  he  sold  drugs  at  Mineral  Springs, 
and  spent  the  following  four  years  as  tiller  of  the 
soil  on  rented  land.  He  then  purchased  a farm  of 
560  acres,  near  Mineral  Springs,  and  on  this  place 
has  made  many  improvements,  250  acres  being  now 
under  cultivation,  and  the  balance  well-timbered. 
In  1876  he  opened  a mercantile  establishment  in 
j Mineral  Springs,  in  company  with  his  brother,  but 
| in  1886  removed  to  Nashville,  purchased  his  broth- 
! er’s  interest  in  1888,  and  is  now  associated  in  bu.yi- 
ness  with  a Mr.  Wallace,  the  firm  name  being 
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Cowling  & Wallace.  Subsequently  they  erected  a 


store-house,  25x132  feet,  aud  they  carry  a stock 
valued  at  from  $15,000  to  $20,000,  their  annual 
sales  amounting  to  $100,000.  Their  establishment, 
gives  employment  to  eleven  men,  and  being  ad- 
mirably conducted,  nets  them  a handsome  annual 
income.  Mr.  Cowling  also  owns  live  dwellings  in 
the  town,  one  of  which  he  occupies,  his  residence 
being  one  of  the  neatest  and  pleasantest  in  the 
place,  and  he  has  three  farms  in  the  southern  part 
of  the  county,  aggregating  450  acres.  He  has 
always  been  an  earnest  Democrat  in  his  political 
views,  is  a stanch  supporter  of  public  schools,  and 
socially  is  a member  of  the  I.  O.  O.  F.  He  was 
married  in  1868  to  Miss  Josie  T.  Williams,  a na- 
tive of  Arkansas,  and  by  her  is  the  father  of  the 
following  children:  Leonidas  E.  (who  is  married, 

! and  works  in  his  father’s  store),  William  K. , Camp, 
Lettie  F.,  John  D.,  Josie,  and  Tally  (who  died  at 
the  age  of  ten  months).  He  and  family  are  mem- 
bers of  the  Cumberland  Presbyterian  Church,  in 
which  he  has  held  the  office  of  elder  and  deacon 
for  years,  and  he  is  unquestionably  one  of  the  pub- 
lic-spirited men  of  this  section,  and  is  in  the  en- 
joyment of  one  of  the  largest  and  most  lucrative 
trades  in  the  town  and  county.  In  1878,  during 
the  uprising  of  the  negroes  of  Hempstead  County, 
he  was  made  captain  of  a company,  and  succeeded 
in  arresting  seventy-five  of  the  seditionists. 

Dr.  William  H.  Dickinson,  physician,  Umpire, 
Ark.  The  name  that  heads  this  sketch  is  well 
known  throughout  this  and  adjoining  counties,  for 
it  is  borne  by  a prominent  physician,  and  one  who 
is  ever  welcome  at  the  bedside  of  the  sick  and 
afflicted.  Dr.  Dickinson  was  born  in  Calhoun 
County.  Ala.,  on  February  12,  1854,  received  his 
education  in  that  State,  and  attended  the  Eclectic 
Medical  College  at  Atlanta,  Ga. , from  which  insti- 
tution he  graduated  in  March,  1S80.  He  began 
the  practice  of  medicine  at  Ragland  Station.  Ala. , 
that  year,  and  there  resided  for  five  years,  when, 
on  account  of  ill  health,  lie  moved  to  the  mountains 
of  Arkansas,  and  located  where  he  now  resides. 
He  has  been  twice  married;  first,  to  MissMarthaJ. 
Lowry,  a native  of  Alabama,  who  bore  him  three 
children:  Robert  A.,  Andrew  13.  and  Claud  IV., 
all  residing  with  subject.  Mrs.  Dickinson  died  in 
1884,  and  in  1887  the  Doctor  took  for  his  second 
wife  Miss  Lou  H.  Morton,  a native  of  this  county, 
and  whose  parents  were  natives  of  Tennessee. 
One  child,  Ola  V .,  is  the  fruit  of  this  union.  Dr. 
Dickinson  is  a Democrat,  and  is  very  active  in 
political  affairs,  but  does  not.  aspire  for  office.  He 
is  a member  of  the  Masonic  fraternity,  which  he 
joined  in  1883  at  Pique  Hill,  Ala.  His  wife  is  a 
member  of  the  Missionary  Baptist  and  he  of  the 
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Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  South.  The  Doctor 
I is  a liberal  supporter  of  all  public  enterprises.  His 
parents,  IV.  H.  and  Nancy  J.  (Borden)  Dickinson, 
were  natives  of  Alabama,  where  they  were  married 
and  reared  a family  of  nine  children.  The  father 
was  a public- spirited  citizen,  was  a Democrat,  in 
politics,  and  served  as  county  clerk  in  Calhoun 
County.  He  was  a captain  in  the  Confederate  army. 
He  died  in  1871,  at  the  age  of  sixty -live  years, 
but  the  mother  is  still  living  in  this  county  and  is 
sixty-five  years  of  age.  She  is  a member  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  of  which  the  father 
was  also  a member.  Of  their  nine  chikircu  eight 
arc  now  living,  six  in  Texas,  and  two,  our  subject 
and  a brother,  Rev.  Joel  IV.,  a Methodist  Episco- 
pal preacher,  in  Arkansas. 

John  T.  Dillard,  the  subject  of  the  present 
sketch,  ranks  among  the  prominent  planters  of 
Howard  County.  He  was  born  in  Lawrence 
County,  S.C. , August  0,  1842.  His  parents.  Sims 
P.  and  Molicia  Hendricks  Dillard,  were  natives  of 
that  county  and  were  married  there.  Of  this  union 
were  born  seven  children,  viz. : Manner.  Martha, 
Josephine,  John  T.,  Nancy  A.  (who  married  J.  L. 
Williams),  Moning  IV.  (who  married  Safrona  Reed), 
Rachel  J.  (who  married  J.  Iv.  Fland),  and  Josephine 
(who  married  IV.  A.  Dildy).  The  father  was  a 
farmer  by  occupation,  and  emigrated  from  South 
Carolina  to  Arkansas  in  1853,  locating  in  Howard 
County,  where  he  resided  until' his  death.  He  was 
a man  who  took  an  interest  in  all  worthy  public 
matters,  and  was  a member  of  the  Masonic  lodge. 
Both  he  and  his  wife  were  members  of  the  Method- 
ist Episcopal  Church.  The  subject  of  this  sketch 
was  educated  in  Howard  County  at  private  schools, 
and  at  the  early  age  of  eighteen  enlisted  in  the 
army  as  a private  in  1861,  under  Gen.  McCullough, 
of  Company  I.  Nineteenth  Arkansas.  He  was 
in  the  battles  of  Oak  Hill.  Pleasant  Hill.  Jenkins’ 
Ferry,  and  returned  home  in  1805.  On  September 
14  of  the  same  year  he  married.  Miss  Martha  P. 
Briggs,  a native  of  South  Carolina,  and  a daughter 
of  Charley  and  Martha  Briggs.  They  have  no 
children  but  are  raising  six  of  his  brother's  chil- 
dren. Mr.  Dillard  owns  (140  acres  of  very  valuable 
land,  is  a Mason,  and  a thoroughly  prosperous  man 
in  every  sense  of  that  term. 

Stephen  A.  Downs  is  a lawyer,  of  the  tirm  of 
Downs  & Sutton,  of  Nashville,  Ark.,  and  was  born 
in  Hempstead  County,  Ark.,  near  the  present  town 
of  Hope,  in  1.862,  being  the  only  child  born  to 
Stephen  A.  and  Virginia  B.  (Brummell)  Downs, 
the  former  born  in  Mississippi  and  the  latter  in 
Arkansas.  Mr.  Downs  removed  to  the  latter  State 
in  the  fifties  with  his  parents,  who  made  a settle- 


ment near  Hope  and  here,  and  in' Clark  County,  his 
father  lived  until  his  death,  which  occurred  during 
the  war.  The  parents  of  the  subject  of  this 
sketch  were  married  in  October.  I860,  and  the 
father  enlisted  in  the  first  company  of  Confederate 
troops  from  Hempstead  County.  He  died  at 
Arkadelpliia  while  in  camp  there  in  August,  1861. 
six  months  before  the  birth  of  the  subject  of  this  i 
sketch.  His  widow  was  married  in  1871,  to  John 
B.  Copeland,  and  they  now-  make  their  home  in  i 
Howard  County,  three  miles  north  of  Nashville. 
Stephen  A.  Downs  was  reared  to  a farm  life,  but 
received  only  little  schooling.  At  the  age  of 
eighteen  years  he  began  working  for  himself,  and 
the  next  year,  from  January  17,  1881.  he  attended 
school  for  seven  months  and  a half  at  Corinth, 
prior  to  this  being  unable  to  write  his  name. 
After  laboring  for  some  time  he  went  to  Bingen, 
and  after  attending  school  here  for  seven  months 
and  a half,  he  taught  a three  months’  summer  term 
of  school,  after  which  he  spent  a short  time  at 
farm  labor.  In  1883  he  became  a clerk  in  the  gen 
eral  mercantile  house  of  Rector  & Yowell,  in  Nash- 
ville, after  which  he  again  taught  a three  months' 
summer  term  of  school.  In  January,  1884,  he  en- 
tered the  State  University  of  Fayetteville,  an  insti- 
tution he  attended  three  years,  the  summer  months 
being  spent  in  pedagogning  as  a means  of  defraying 
liis  expenses  in  college,  doing  also  various  duties  at 
the  university  to  assist  in  paying  his  way.  The 
January  of  1887  prior  to  his  graduation  he  was 
taken  sick,  and  did  not  get.  to  entirely  tinish  his 
term.  After  recovering,  he  engaged  with  the 
Home  Nursery  at  Nashville,  and  for  four  months 
was  engaged  in  selling:  fruit  trees,  the  succeeding: 
year  being  spent  in  teaching  school.  In  the  fall 
of  1888  he  entered  the  law  department  of  the 
Cumberland  University,  of  Lebanon.  Tenn. , and 
on  June  6,  1889,  graduated  as  a B.  LL.  He  then 
returned  to  Nashville,  taught  for  a short  time,  and 
in  November  of  the  same  year  formed  a partnership 
with  Henry  S.  Sutton,  who  graduated  from  the 
same  institution  and  in  the  same  class  as  himself. 
They  are  now  established  in  an  excellent  and  pay- 
ing practice  in  Nashville,  and  do  a general  collect- 
ing. real  estate  and  life  insurance  business,  and 
show  excellent  judgment  in  the  management  of 
these  enterprises.  He  deserves  much  credit  for 
the  determination  and  enterprise  which  have  placed 
him  where  lie  now  is.  and  his  career  would  be  an 
excellent  example  for  others  to  “go  and  do  like- 
wise. ” He  belongs  to  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  South,  and  he  is  an  active  worker  in.  the 
Sunday-school.  He  is  a member  of  the  Masonic 
fraternity,  Pleasant  Valley  Lodge  No.  30,  of 
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which  he  is  secretary,  and  ho  is  a total  abstainer  in 
the  use  of  intoxicants  and  tobacco. 

Dr..  Thomas  Jefferson  Draper  was  born  in 
Hempstead  County.  Ark,.  October  7,  1852.  He 
was  raised  in  Mineral  Springs.  Howard  County, 
Ark.,  and  educated  at  the  South  Arkansas  College, 
same  place,  under  the  venerable  Prof.  D.  C.  Cowl- 
ing. His  education  was  thorough,  embracing 
Latin,  Greek,  higher  mathematics,  philosophy, 
rhetoric,  logic,  etc.,  in  fact,  he  completed  the 
course  for  the  A.  B.  degree,  but  the  college  gave 
no  diplomas.  From  a very  early  manhood  ho 
determined  to  study  medicine,  and  physics  has  been 
his  life  profession.  At  the  age  of  twenty-three  he 
began  the  regular  and  systematic  study  of  rnedi 
cine,  and  in  1878  graduated  from  the  University  of 
Louisville  with  honors.  Thus  at  the  age  of  twen- 
ty-live he  was  equipped  for  the  battle  of  life.  Of 
course  this  was  not  consummated  without  years  of 
hard  and  earnest  trial.  Dr.  Draper  “tacked  up  ” 
his  first  “ shingle  “ at  Norwoodsville,  Sevier  County, 
Ark.,  Apr  ■il  1,  1878,  where  he  remained  until  fall, 
doing  a respectable  business  for  a beginner.  No- 
vember 20,  ] S7S,  he  married  Miss  Annie  Crawford, 
daughter  of  the  late  ex-auditor,  John  Crawford. 
He  then  moved  to  Little  Rock,  where  he  continued 
to  practice  medicine  most  creditably.  The  first 
child  of  this  marriage,  Jonnie  May,  died  when  a 
year  old;  the  second,  Albert  J.,  was  born  April  17, 
1882,  and  is  now  a bright  school  boy  of  eight 
years.  He  has  the  favor  and  temperament  of  his 
Grandfather  Crawford,  and,  it  is  to  be  hoped,  will 
make  as  good  and  honorable  a man.  Dr.  Draper 
moved  to  Mineral  Springs,  the  town  of  his  boy- 
hood, in  January.  1883,  and  resumed  the  practice 
of  medicine.  He  was  fairly  successful,  indeed  on 
the  high  road  to  prosperity  when  his  wife  was 
stricken  down,  remaining  an  invalid  for  three 
years,  during  which  time  she  was  confined  to  her 
room,  and  August  23,  1886.  passed  away,  leaving 
a four-year  old  child.  Heart  broken,  no  home, 
financially  ruined,,  only  a delicate  child  to  love, 
cherish  and  protect,  it  is  but  natural  that  the  future 
was  gloomy.  As  the  bright  rays  of  work  dispel 
the  gloomy  clouds  of  despair,  so  the  Doctor's  busy 
practice  soon  revived  his  lost  ambition,  and  he 
located  at  Buck  Range,  Howard  County,  Ark., 
where  he  established  a post-office  April  1.  18S7. 
December  22,  1887,  he  married  Miss  Bettie  Nelson, 
daughter  of  Col.  Harvey  Nelson,  of  Ozan.  The 
Nelsons  were  an  aristocratic  family  of  some  note  in 
South  Carolina  before  the  war.  Mr.  Nelson  is  at 
present  a farmer  on  the  south  fork  of  Ozan  Creek, 
where  he  owns  a fine  little  farm  in  o Hempstead 
County.  From  this  union  was  born,  March  18, 


1889,  a son.  Harvey  Nelson  Draper.  He  is  now  a 
bright  child  of  nearly  two  years.  Dr.  Draper  is 
not  only  a scholar,  but  he  is  studious  and  well  read 
on  the  topics  of  the  day,  as  well  as  the  literature  i 
of  his  profession.  He  is  a positive  man,  and  has 
many  friends.  He  is  an  elder  in  the  Cumberland 
Presbyterian  Church,  of  which  his  wife  is  a mem-  j 
her.  On  her  death-bed  Mrs.  C.  H.  Wharton,  of 
Little  Rock,  gave  to  the  Doctor  her  youngest  child, 
Jennie,  born  January  1,  1875,  whom  he  has  raised 
as  his  own  daughter.  Dr.  Draper  belongs  to  one 
of  the  oldest  families  in  the  Southwest.  His  great- 
grandfather, James  Draper,  was  born  in  Tennessee 
February  5,  1766.  He  came  to  this  country  when 
quite  old  and  did  not  live  long.  His  remains  now 
rest  in  the  old  cemetery  near  Columbus,  Ark.  The 
Doctor's  grandfather.  Jefferson  Draper,  born  in 
Tennessee  June  17.  1802,  was  the  sixth  child  of  a 
family  of  eleven,  and  was  a pioneer  of  this  coun- 
try, coming  here  in  1833,  and  belonging  to  that 
clan  of  settlers  who  first  opened  up  the  primeval 
forests,  built  rude  log  huts,  fought  the  wolves  and 
grew  up  with  the  country.  He  amassed  quite  a 
fortune,  raised  a large  family,  and  helped  to 
develop  the  natural  resources  of  the  country,  and 
was  a strong  supporter  of  the  Confederate  cause  in 
the  late  war.  Having  lost  in  that  war  three  sons. 
Mathew  M. , David  J.  and  Milton  M. , and  the 
greater  part  of  his  property  (the  slaves),  he  lived  i 
only  long  enough  to  know  the  final  result,  dving 
December  2,  1865.  Albert  J.  Draper,  eldest  son 
of  Jefferson  Draper,  father  of  the  subject  of  this 
sketch,  was  born  August  15,  1S30.  He  married, 
when  quite  young.  Miss  Nancy  Cowling,  daugh- 
ter of  Hon.  Sims  Cowling,  an  ante  helium  planter 
and  slave-holder.  The  Cowlings  are  an  old  and 
honorable  family.  He  had  only  three  children: 
James  Sims,  Thomas  Jefferson  and  Mary  M. , and 
is  still  living  at  Mineral  Springs,  a practical  and 
prosperous  farmer.  He  took  great  pride  in  edu- 
cating his  children.  His  wife  died  August  S.  1885, 
and  August  15,  1886,  he  married  Mrs.  Laura 
Erwin,  widow  of  James  P.  Erwin,  and  daughter  of 
Col.  Coakley  Williams.  James  Sims  Draper, 
elder  brother  of  the  Doctor,  was  born  in  Hemp- 
stead County,  Ark.,  September  12.  1850,  and  was 
educated  in  Mineral  Springs:  he  is  a natural  me- 
chanic and  machinist.  He  married  Miss  Bettie 
Lou,  daughter  of  Rev.  A.  Putnam,  and  has  quite 
an  interesting  family  of  two  daughters,  a son  arid 
a baby.  He  is  living  in  Nashville.  Ark.,  and  is  an 
engineer  on  the  Arkansas  & Louisiana  Railroad. 
Mary  M.  Draper  was  born  in  Hempstead  Couuty 
January  10,  1854,  was  raised  and  educated  at 
Mineral  Springs,  and  is  now  the  wife  of  Air.  J.  D. 
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Price,  of  Texas.  David  J.  Draper,  an  uncle  of 
the  subject  of  this  sketch,  married  Miss  Susan 
Cowling  in  1863.  From  this  union  was  born, 
February  26,  1804,  a son.  Matt  M.  Draper,  who  is 
now  a merchant  of  Brownstown,  Sevier  County, 
Ark.  He  married  Miss  Ella  McElroy.  daughter  of 
Hon.  4\  . P.  McElroy,  State  Senator.  The  McEl 
roys  are  an  old  Arkansas  family. 

Henry  P.  Epperson  is  one  of  the  leading 
farmers  of  Howard  County,  aud  was  born  in  this 
county  February  27,  1854.  His  parents,  George 
T.  and  Delany  Epperson, were  Southerners  by  birth, 
the  former  a native  of  Georgia  and  the  latter  of 
Tennessee.  They  have  had  live  children,  viz. : 
Mary  S.,  Henry  ]?.,  Eliza  I.,  Taylor  T.,  and  De- 
lany (who  died  in  early  infancy).  The  father  was 
an  extensive  land  owner  and  also  interested  in  the 
milling-  business,  and  moved  to  Arkansas  in  1848, 
locating  in  Howard  County,  where  he  was  married, 
and  has  done  a great  deal  to  advance  the  cause  of 
churches,  schools  and  all  other  worthy  enterprises. 
His  wife  died  in  1864,  after  which  he  married  Mrs. 
Julia  Cothorn,  of  Georgia.  The  subject  of  this 
sketch  was  educated  in  private  schools  in  Howard 
County,  and  when  twenty-one  years  old  began 
farming  for  himself.  He  married  Miss  Ellen  M. 
Bowles,  of  Tennessee.  They  are  the  parents  of 
seven  children,  viz. : Delany,  Georgie,  Eyston, 
Annie  D.,  Henry  P.,  M.  Blanch  and  Maysie.  Mr. 
Epperson  owns, 220  acres  of  valuable  land,  which 
is  well  cultivated,  and  takes  great  pride  in  his  oc- 
cupation. He  is  a member  of  the  Masonic  lodge 
No.  210  (Blue  Lodge),  and  has  been  secretary  of  the 
same  for  about  three  years.  Mrs.  Epperson  is  a 
member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 

George  W.  Faulkner  is  at  present  postmaster 
at  Bates,  in  Clay  Township,  and  has  at  different 
periods  of  his  life  given  his  attention  to  agriculture, 
politics,  teaching  and  mercantile  business,  meeting 
always  with  marked  success.  A Royal  Arch  Mason, 
an  ardent  Democrat,  and  a justice  of  the  peace, 
he  is  a prominent  man  in  the  district  where  he  re- 
sides. Born  in  Whitley  County,  Ivy.,  October  12, 
1830,  he  passed  his  youth  in  Alabama,  where  his 
parents  moved  in  about  1832,  and  continued  to  live 
until  188b.  In  that  year  the  family  moved  to 
Howard  County,  Ark.  His  father,  Hiram  •). 
Faulkner,  and  his  mother.  Miss  Lavina  Still,  were 
both  of  Kentucky,  being  married  about  1S28  and 
having  ten  children.  Of  these,  George  W.,  Daniel 
P. , Thomas  P.,  Susan,  "William  and  Franklin  are 
now  living.  Mr.  Faulkner  married  Miss  Sarah  M. 
Shields,  of  Jackson  County,  Ala.,  on  September 
21,  1S56,  and  they  had  four  children:  .Muses, 
Josephine,  Cicero  and  Theodore.  In  1887  he  mar- 


ried Miss  Eliza  Killian,  daughter  of  Daniel  Killian, 
of  Alabama.  They  have  no  children.  Mr.  Faulk- 
ner enlisted,  in  1862  in  the  Fourth  A labama  Bat- 
talion. In  .1803  the  Fourth  and  Sixth  Battalions 
were  consolidated,  making  the  Fifty -fifth  Alabama 
Regiment.  The  subject  of  our  sketch  started  out 
as  orderly  sergeant,  was  afterward  made  first  lieu- 
tenant of  his  company  and  again  brigade  inspector. 
He  was  in  the  battles  of  Baton  Rouge,  Baker's 
Creek,  Jackson,  Franklin,  Nashville  and  Kings- 
ton, and  surrendered  at  Goldsboro,  N.  C.,  in  1805. 

"William.  P.  Feazel.  Of  the  many  prominent 
names  which  make  up  the  strength  of  the  Arkan- 
sas bar,  that  of  Mr.  Feazel  takes  a foremost  place, 
aud  his  experience  in  Howard  County  as  a legal 
practitioner  dates  back  to  the  spring  of  lSS5,when 
he  moved  to  Nashville  and  opened  an  office.  He 
was  born  in  Louisiana,  in  1850,  being  the 
youngest  of  nine  children  born  to  Solomon  and 
Bet-tie  (Palmer)  Feazel,  natives  of  Pennsylvania 
and  Louisiana,  respectively.  The  father  was  a 
planter,  and  he  and  his  wife  died  when  the  subject 
of  this  sketch  was  a child.  His  early  advantages 
were  very  limited,  but  he  managed  to  attend  the 
high  school  of  Shiloh,  La.,  and  applied  himself 
diligently  to  his  books  while  there.  In  1877  he 
came  to  Magnolia,  Ark.,  and  for  one  year  was  en- 
gaged in  teaching  the  “ young  idea,”  after  which 
he  began  the  study  of  law,  and  was  admitted  to  the 
practice  of  that  profession  in  October,  1879.  He 
soon  after  removed  to  Little  River  County,  and  be- 
gan practicing,  but  iu  the  spring  of  1SS5  he  came 
to  Nashville,  where  he  has  since  been  located.  In 
the  fall  of  1887,  he  formed  a partnership  with 
Mr.  Rodgers,  which  still  continues,  and  they  are 
accounted  among  the  leading  attorneys  of  this  sec- 
tion. He  is  and  has  been  a member  of  the  Nash- 
ville school  board,  and  is  an  earnest  advocate  of 
public  education.  He  is  not  an  office  seeker,  but 
votes  the  Democrat  ticket.  His  marriage, which 
occurred  in  November,  1886.  was  to  Miss  Sena 
Cowling,  a daughter  of  John  P.  Cowling,  and  to 
them  has  been  bom  one  child:  Willie  Park,  a 
daughter.  Mr.  Feazel  is  a member  of  the  Meth- 
odist Episcopal  Church.  South,  and  his  wife  is  a 
Cumberland  Presbyterian. 

Jackson  O.  Forgy,  farmer,  was  born  in  Lawrence 
County,  S.  C.,  in  1832,  being  the  fifth  of  eleven 
children  born  to  Asa  and  Martha  (Moore)  Forgy, 
who  where  also  born  in  South  Carolina,  and  there 
passed  from  life,  the  former’s  death  occurring  in 
18  8k  and  the  mother’s  a few  years  earlier.  Jack- 
son  O.  learned  the  details  of  farm  work  from  his 
father,  and  until  he  attained  his  majority  he  was 
an  attendant  of  the  common  schools.  In  1853  he 
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came  to  Arkansas,  located  at  Centre  Point  on  the 
l'Oth  of  November,  and  immediately  began  work- 
ing for  Pr.  Burt,  with  whom  he  remained  one 
year.  At  the  end  of  this  time  ho  went  to  Pike 
County,  to  assist  in  building  the  old  Epperson 
Mill,  at  Star  of  the  West,  on  the  Little  Missouri 
River.  In  1856  ho  began  working  for  Moses  Hill, 
and  while  in  his  employ  was  engaged  .in  operat- 
ing a horse  saw-mill,  but  at  the  end  of  the  year- 
assisted  in  erecting  a steam  saw-mill  which  was 
one  and  a half  miles  west  of  Centre  Point.  Mr. 

, Forgv  was  married  in  1S57  to  Miss  Mary  Propps, 
a daughter  of  John  H.  Propps,  who  was  one  of 
the  pioneers  of  this  section,  and  resided  near 

i Centre  Point  until  his  death.  After  his  marriage 
Mr.  F orgy  gave  his  time  and  attention  to  the  till- 
ing of  his  father-in-law’s  farm,  until  the  opening 
of  the  Rebellion, then  dropped  his  farming  tools  to 
don  a suit  of  gray,  and  became  a member  of  the 
company  raised  by  Capt.  Anderson,  being  chosen 
second  sergeant  of  the  same.  This  company  was 
attached  to  the  Nineteenth  Arkansas  Infantry,  and 
after  the  battle  of  Pea  Ridge  removed  into  the 
Indian  Territory  with  Gen.  Pike,  and  during  the 
summer  of  1862  was  encamped  near  Pine  Bluff, 
after  which  he  went  to  Arkansas  Post.  He  was 
given  the  position  of  third  lieutenant  in  1862,  and 
at  the  time  of  the  surrender  of  Arkansas  Post  he 
was  off  duty  and  sick  at  Capt.  Moore’s.  Col. 

! Dawson  reorganized  the  remnants  of  two  regi- 
ments, which  became  the  Nineteenth  Arkansas, 
and  this  Mr.  Forgy  joined,  being  chosen  first  lieu- 
tenant, at  A.rka’delphia,  and  promoted  to  captain 
in  May,  1864,  serving  as  such  until  hostilities 
ceased.  The  greater  portion  of  the  remainder  of 
the  war  was  spent  in  Arkansas  and  Louisiana,  but 
at  the  time  of  the  final  surrender  he  was  at 
Marshall,  Tex.  Upon  his  return  home  he  pur- 
chased a farm  on  Messer  Creek,  and  here  tilled 
the  soil  until  1886,  and  in  the  meantime  made 
many  improvements  and  cleared  some  seventy - 
five  acres.  He  took  up  his  abode  in  Mineral 
Springs  in  1886,  but  the  following  year  returned 
to  his  farm, and  is  now  residing  near  Centre  Point. 
His  farm  comprises  284  acres  of  good  and  well 
timbered  land,  and  is  admirably  conducted  by  Mr. 
Forgy.  who  is  a thoroughgoing  and  enterprising 
agriculturist.  He  is  a member  of  Centre  Point 
Lodge  No.  ST,  and  Hill  Chapter  No.  30,  A.  F.  A 
A.  M..  and  is  an  active  politician,  being  an  en- 
tbusiastic  supporter  of  the  principles  of  Democ- 
racy. He  and  Mrs.  Forgy  are  members  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  South,  and  would  be 
honored  and  respected  in  any  community  in  which 
they  might  choose  to  locate.  Their  children  are 
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Eulalia  Virginia.  Asa  Jackson,  John  C. , Susan  I.. 
Lewis  Fatima,  Alice  Eugenie.  Maggie  Johnson  and 
James  Matthew,  the  latter  dying  at  the  age  of 
; thirteen  years. 

Made  M.  Forgy,  farmer,  Galena,  Ark.  That 
a life  time  spent  in  pursuing  one  occupation  will 
; in  the  end  result  in  substantial  success  where  enero-y 
; and  perseverance  are  applied,  can  not  for  a moment 
i be  doubted,  and  such  is  found  to  be  the  case  with 
| Mr.  Forgy,  who  from  boyhood  has  given  his  atten- 
tion to  agricultural  pursuits.  He  is  now  the  miner 
of  190  acres  of  good  land,  and  lias  fifty- five  acres 
under  cultivation.  His  large  house  , and  other 
buildings  indicate  a progressive  farmer.  He  was 
born  in  Laurens  County,  S.  C. , February  2S,  1846, 
and  is  the  youngest  of  ten  children  born  to  Asa 
and  Patsy  (Moore)  Forgy,  natives  also  of  South 
. Carolina.  The  father  was  a farmer  and  owned  a 
large  tract  of  land.  He  and  wife  were  members 
: of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and  he  took  a 
great  deal  of  interest  in  the  building  up  of  churches, 
j etc.  He  was  quite  active  in  politics,  and  voted  with 
! the  Democratic  party.  His  death  occurred  in  1871, 
at  the  age  of  seventy  years.  The  mother  died  about 
1847.  Wade  51.  Forgy  was  reared  in  his  native 
i State,  where  he  was  educated,  and  at  the  age  of 
eighteen  years  he  engaged  in  farming  for  himself, 
buying  land  in  1870.  He  was  married  in  1865  to 
, Miss  Ophelia  Henderson,  a native  of  South  Caro- 
| lina,  born  November  25,  1845,  and  the  daughter 
j of  Hampton  Henderson.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Forgy 
moved  to  Mississippi  in  1866,  resided  there  three 
years  and  then  moved  back  to  South  Carolina,  where 
they  made  their  home  until  1881 . They  then  moved 
! to  Arkansas  and  settled  on  their  present  property, 
where  they  have  continued  to  reside.  Six  children 
; were  born  to  their  marriage:  Allie  L. , Lillian  A., 
William  H., Ida  V. , John  B.  and  Eula  M.  Allie  Tj. 
married  Mr.  Lee  Davis,  a successful  farmer  of  this 
; county,  in  1883.  Mr.  Forgy  has  served  as  school  di- 
rector for  eight  years,  and  he  and  wife  are  members 
of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  South,  of  which 
four  of  the  children  are  also  members.  He  is  Dem- 
ocratic in  his  political  views.  During  the  late  war 
Mr.  Forgy’ s sympathies  were  with  the  Southern 
States,  and  in  1863  he  enlisted  in  the  Confederate 
army,  Company  C,  Fourteenth  South  Carolina 
Regiment,  Gen.  McGowen's  brigade,  in  which  lie 
served  until  the  dose  of  the  war.  He  was  in  the 
battle  of  the  Wilderness,  Spottsylvania  Court  House, 
Petersburg  and  in  numerous  other  battles  of  minor 
consequence.  Mr.  Forgy  had  three  brothers  in 
the  war.  Of  the  ten  children  born  to  his  parents, 
five  are  now  living:  Jackson  O.  (farmer  at  Centre 
Point),  Mrs.  Pamelia  Boyd  (who  resides  in  South 
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Carolina),  Dr.  M.  D.  (residing  in  Grayson,  Tex.), 
and  Mrs.  Rachel  J.  Knight  (wife  of  Julias  Knight 
Nvho  resides  in  Lawrence  County,  S.  C.).  Mrs. 
Forgy’s  parents  were  natives  of  South  Carolina. and 
the  father  was  a fanner.  They  settled  iu  Texas  in 

1884. 

Asa  J.  Forgy  is  a druggist  at  Centre  Point, 
Ark.,  and  is  one  of  the  editors  of  the  Howard 
County  Press.  He  is  a native  of  the  town  in  which 
he  is  now  living,  his  birth  having  occurred  here  oh 
August  11,  1861,  and  although  he  has  a very  ex- 
tended acquaintance  throughout  this  region,  he 
has  many  warm  personal  friends,  and  few,  if  any. 
enemies.  His  parents,  J.  O.  and  Mary  B.'(Propps) 
Forgy,  were  born  in  South  Carolina  and  Arkansas, 
respectively,  and  in  1855  the  former  came  to  Arkan- 
sas and  settled  at  Centre  Point,  where  he  was  mar- 
ried in  November,  1857,  and  where  they  continued 
to  reside.  They  became  the  parents  of  eight  chil- 
dren, seven  of  whom  are  living,  and  all  reside  in 
this  county.  Mr.  Forgy  is  engaged  in  tilling  the 
soil,  has  a good  farm  of  280  acres,  and  is  in  every 
instance  a public-spirited  and  enterprising  citizen. 
Asa  J.  Forgy  was  reared  on  his  father’s  farm,  and 
was  educated  in  the  common  school  and  Bells 
High  School,  of  Bells,  Tex.,  but  at  the  age  of 
twenty-one  years  he  began  farming  on  his  own  re- 
sponsibility, but  has  since  followed  various  occu- 
pations, being  at  one  time  deputy  sheriff  of  the 
county  for  twenty -eight  months.  He  is  at  present 
associated  in  the  drug  business,  with  R.  S.  Mor- 
gan, their  establishment  being  called  the  City 
Drug  Store,  and  is  co-editor  with  him  of  the  How- 
ard County  Press,  and  has  been  so  since  the  year 
1889.  He  has  been  a member  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church.  South,  since  1871 ; is  a Democrat 
in  his  political  views,  and  takes  an  active  part  in. 
the  political  affairs  of  the  county,  as  well  as  in  all 
worthy  public  enterprises.  He.  is  a wide-awake 
and  enterprising  young  man.  and  being  intelligent, 
industrious  and  honest  besides,  he  is  sure  to  make 
a success  of  his  life. 

Walter  C.  Fricks,  merchant.  Saratoga.  Ark. 
Mr.  Fricks,  one  of  the  most  popular  and  success- 
ful business  men  in  Saratoga,  embarked  in  mer- 
cantile pursuits  in  this  place  in  1884,  and  now  does 
an  annual  business  of  830,0t)0.  He  was  born  iu 
what  was  then  Cass  (but  now  Bartow)  County.  Ga.. 
on  January  15,  1 N39.  and  is  the  sou  of  M.  A.  and 
Sarah  D.  (Jones)  Fricks,  natives  of  North  Caro- 
lina. The  parents  were  married  in  Georgia,  but 
moved  to  Arkansas  in  lAu.and  sett  led  in  Ouachita, 
where  they  remained  until  1S61.  They  then  moved 
to  Hempstead  County,  and  there  made  their  home 
until  1876,  when  they  moved  to  Howard  and  there 


I spent  the  balance  of  their  days,  the  mother  dying 
in  1879,  at  the  age  of  sixty-five  years  and  the 
father  in  1887,  at  the  age  of  seventy -two  years. 

; The  latter  was  a Republican  in  politics,  but  was 
j not  very  active  in  this.  He  represented  Ouachita 
County  at  the  General  Assembly  in  1871.  and  held 
I many  other  positions  of  trust.  He  was  a farmer 
by  occupation,  and  he  and  wife  were  worthy  church 
j members.  1\  alter  C.  Fricks  attained  his  growth 
in  Georgia,  obtained  a limited  education  in  the 
common  schools,  and  during  the  late  war  he  enlisted 
as  a private  in  the  Confederate  State  Troops,  with 
which  he  remained  for  three  mouths.  He  was  next 
under  Col.  Gee,  and  remained  with  his  company 
I until  he  was  captured.  After  this  he  joined  an- 
i other  company,  continuing  with  the  same  three 
| months,,  after  which  he  rejoined  his  old  company 
under  Col.  Johnston.  Of  this  he  was  elected  see- 
I ond  lieutenant,  and  served  in  that  capacity  until 
| July  8,  1863,  when  he  was  captured  at  Port  Hud- 
son. From  that  time  until  the  close  of  the  war  he 
| was  in  various  Federal  prisons.  He  was  in  numer- 
| ous  skirmishes,  but  in  no  important  battles  ex- 
cept Port  Hudson.  After  the  war  he  returned 
! to  Hempstead  County,  engaged  in  farming  and 
| stilling,  which  he  continued  for  two  years,  when 
! he  discontinued  stilling  and  engaged  exclusively 
j in  farming.  lie  at  present  owns  about  600 
j acres  of  land,  and  has  300  acres  under  cultiva- 
I tion.  He  is  also  engaged  in  merchandising,  having 
J one-fourth  interest  in  the  store  of  Spates  & Fricks. 

| of  Saratoga,  Ark.  Mr.  Fricks  has  been  twice  mar- 
' lied;  first,  in  1869,  to  Miss  Bettie  Erwin,  a native 
of  Tennessee,  and  the  daughter  of  Frank  and  Lu- 
cinda Erwin.  Six  children  were  the  fruits  of  this 
union:  Mary,  Nora,  Fannie,  Henry  F.  (died  in 
j 1877),  Jennie,  and  one  that  died  in  infancy.  Mrs. 
Fricks  died  iu  1884,  and  Mr.  Fricks  took  for  his 
second  wife  Mrs.  Stacy  (Jones)  Copland,  in  1885. 

| Two  children  were  the  result  of  this  union:  Wal- 
| tor  (who  died  while  young)  and  Edgar  L.,  who  is 
' living  with  his  parents.  Mr.  Fricks  is  a member 
; of  the  Masonic  fraternity,  joining  Woodlong  Lodge 
No.  lo,  in  i860,  and  at  present  holds  membership 
i at  Hope  Lodge.  He  is  a Democrat  in  politics,  but 
is  not  active,  and  is  a liberal  supporter  of  all  pub- 
lic enterprises.  He  and  Mrs.  Fricks  are  members 
of  the  Christian  Church  at  Saratoga. 

Turner  II.  Fricks,  merchant  and  farmer.  Sara- 
toga, Ark.  Among  all  classes  there  are  those  who 
excel  in  whatever  they  undertake,  whether  of  a 
professional,  agricultural  or  commercial  nature, 
and  such  is  the  case  with  the  subject  of  this  sketch. 
He  was  born  in  Bartow  County.  Ga.  (then  Cass 
County),  on  April  25,  1817,  put  when  ten  years  of 
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age  he  left  that  State  and  came  to  Arkansas  with 
his  parents,  M.  A.  and  Sarah  ( Jones)  Fricks.  [For 
further  particulars  of  parents  see  sketch  of  W.  C. 
Fricks.]  He  was  reared  in  that  State,  and  al- 
though he  received  but  a limited  education  in  the 
common  schools,  he  has  since,  by  observation  and 
study,  become  well  informed  on  all  the  current 
topics  of  the  day.  When  twenty-one  years  of  age  he 
engaged  in  farming,  and  has  followed  this  for  the 
most  part  ever  since.  He  purchased  forty  acres  of 
land  in  1873,  and  has  since  speculated  largely  in 
land,  and  is  at  present  the  owner  of  125  acres,  with 
twenty- five  acres  under  cultivation.  He  has  been 
twice  married;  first,  in  1868,  to  Miss  Mary  O’Neal, 
a native  of  Arkansas,  who  bore  him  one  child  (de- 
ceased). In  1873  Mr.  Fricks  was  married  to  Miss 
Martha  L.  Spates,  a native  of  Arkansas,  and  seven 
children  were  the  fruits  of  this  union,  one  of  whom 
died  in  infancy.  Those  living  are  Jesse  P. , Jo- 
seph M. , William  J.,  John  H. , Mattie  E.  and 
Margaret,  all  with  the  parents.  Mr.  Fricks  is  not 
active  in  politics,  but  votes  with  the  Republican 
party.  He  was  appointed  postmaster  at  Saratoga 
in  1889,  and  holds  that  position  at  the  present  time. 
He  and  wife  and  two  eldest  children  are  members 
of  the  Christian  Church. 

John  W.  Fricks,  merchant,  Saratoga,  Ark. 
The  father  of  our  subject,  Henry  AL  Fricks,  was 
a native  of  Georgia,  and  was  there  married  to  Miss 
Matilda  Taylor,  also  a native  of  that  State,  who 
bore  him  eight  children,  the  subject  of  this  sketch 
being  fourth  in  the  order  of  birth.  The  parents 
resided  in  their  fiative  State  until  1857,  and  then 
moved  to  Ouachita  County.  Ark.,  where  they  made 
their  home  for  some  time.  They  then  moved  to 
Hempstead  County,  and  there  made  their  permanent 
home.  Mr.  Fricks  was  a member  of  the  Masonic  fra- 
ternity, and  was  active  in  educational  and  religious 
matters,  being  a member  of  the  Missionary  Baptist 
Church  for  many  years.  He  was  a farmer  by  oc- 
cupation, and  carried  this  on  all  his  life.  His 
death  occurred  in  1873,  and  the  mother  died  the 
same  year.  Of  their  family  of  children  three  are 
now  living.  Both  William  J.  and  Martin  T. 
are  engaged  in  merchandising,  as  is  also  our 
subject.  They  form  the  firm  of  Fricks  Bros., 
carry  an  average  stock  of  about  §1,200,  and  are 
wide-awake,  enterprising  business  men.  John 
W.  Fricks  was  born  in  Ouachita  County,  Ark..  Oc 
tober  29,  1862,  and  was  reared  principally  in 
Howard  County,  where  he  obtained  a good  English 
education.  At  the  age  of  sixteen  years  he  began 
working  for  himself  as  a farmer,  and  also  attended 
school.  When  twenty  years  of  age  he  bought  land, 
but  is  now  exclusively  engaged  in  the  mercantile 


business.  He  was  married  in  1881  to  Miss  Mattie 
V.  Spates,  who  is  the  second  child  of  T.  F.  Spates, 
an  extensive  merchant  and  farmer  of  this  place. 
Mrs.  Fl  icks  was  born  in  this  State  on  December 
19,  1867.  She  is  a member  of  the  Christian 
Church,  as  is  also  Mr.  Fricks.  In  his  political 
views  the  latter  is  Independent. 

Brasos  Gilbert.  In  the  sunny  land  of  Alabama, 
where  Nature  wreathes  her  face  with  sunny  smiles, 
and  gay,  bright  foliage  charms  the  eye  from  every 
side,  Brasos  Gilbert,  the  subject  of  this  sketch, 
made  his  first  appearance  in  the  drama  of  life  Sep- 
tember 1,  1849.  His  parents.  James  M.  and  Jane 
(Cannon)  Gilbert,  were  both  natives  of  South  Car- 
olina, the  father  born  May  13,  1821,  the  mother  in 
the  month  of  August,  1819.  To  them  were  born 
nine  children,  viz. : Henry,  John.  Strother,  Brasos, 

Hannah,  Charity,  Emaline,  Mary,  and  an  infant, 
who  died.  The  family  moved  from  Alabama  to 
Arkansas  in  the  year  1855,  and  still  live  in  How- 
ard County,  Madison  Township.  The  father,  who  is 
an  ardent  Democrat,  taking  a lively  interest  in  all 
public  matters,  served  in  the  late  war.  The 
subject  of  this  sketch  received  his  intellectual  de- 
velopment in  private  schools,  and  after  reaching 
his  majority,  commenced  to  make  a career  for  him- 
self. On  December  29,  1880,  he  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Miss  Mary  J.  Potts,  of  Mississippi, 
and  a daughter  of  Andrew  J.  and  Julia  A.  Potts, 
and  they  are  the  parents  of  four  children,  viz. : 
Frankie  H. , Sarah  A. , Charity  C.  and  Mary.  De- 
voting his  attention  to  farming.  Mr.  Gilbert  has 
increased  his  estate  from  time  to  time,  and  is  to-day 
one  of  Howard  County’s  most  influential  and  suc- 
cessful planters.  Death  robbed  him  of  his  wife 
February  10,  1889. 

Pleasant  T.  Gillean,  farmer,  Galena,  Ark. 
Among  the  influential  and  respected  citizens  of 
Howard  County  there  is  no  one  more  justly  entitled 
to  representation  iu  this  work  than  Pleasant  T. 
Gillean.  He  was  born  in  Alabama  September  17, 
1847,  and  is  the  son  of  John  and  Sarah  (Dyer) 
Gillean,  natives  of  Tennessee.  The  parents  were 
married  in  their  native  State,  and  moved  to  Ala- 
bama in  1846.  Two  years  later  they  moved  to 
Georgia.  Both  were  members  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  and  were  active  workers  in  the 
same.  The  father  died  iu  1884,  at  the  age  of  sev- 
enty years,  but  the  mother  is  still  living  and  is 
seventy-six  years  of  age.  The  maternal  grand- 
mother of  our  subject  is  also  living,  in  Milan 
County.  Tex.,  and  is  one  hundred  and  two  years 
old.  Of  the  eleven  children  born  to  the  parents, 
the  following  are  living:  John  H.  (resides  in  Polk 

County.  Ark.),  Hiram  A.  (resides  iu  Dyer  County, 
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Term.),  William  E.  (resides  in  Ellis  County,  Tex.) 
and  Martha  A.  (wife  of  T.  J.  Shelton,  a farmer  of 
Texas).  Pleasant  T.  Gillean  was  reared  and  edu- 
cated in  Walker  County,  Ga.,  and  as  he  early  had 
instilled  into  his  youthful  mind  all  the  duties  of 
farm  life,  when  obliged  to  start  out  in  life  for  him- 
self, lie  chose  agricultural  pursuits  as  his  calling. 
This  he  has  continued  to  follow  up  to  the  present 
time.  He  went  from  Georgia  to  Hardeman  County. 
Term.,  in  I860,  and  was  married  January  23, 1870, 
to  Miss  Margaret  A.  Thornton,  a native  of  Ten- 
nessee. Her  father,  Alexander  H.  Thornton,  is  an 
old  and  very  highly  respected  citizen  of  Hardeman 
County,  Tenn.  Mr.  Gillean  moved  to  Arkansas 
in  1874,  settling  in  Howard  County,  and  is  now  the 
owner  of  100  acres  of  land  with  about  thirty  acres 
under  cultivation.  To  the  marriage  of  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Gillean  were  born  nine  children,  six  of  whom 
are  living:  John  A.,  Ellen  E.,  Rhoda  M. , Amos 

C.,  Henry  C.  and  Minnie  A.,  all  living  with  par- 
ents. Mr.  and  Mrs.  Gillean  are  members  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and  Mr.  Gillean  is 
Democratic  in  his  political  tendencies.  He  was 
elected  justice  of  the  peace  in  1882,  and  has  dis- 
charged the  duties  incumbent  upon  this  office  for 
four  years.  He  had  seven  brothers  in  the  late  war. 

H.  S.  Goodlett  is  a native  of  Arkansas,  and  was 
born  April  26,  1846.  To-day  he  stands  high  in 
Howard  County  as  one  of  (he  most  prominent  and 
successful  farmers  in  that  district.  His  father  was 
a native  of  South  Carolina  and  his  mother  of 

Arkansas,  and  thev  were  married  in  1844.  The 

1 

father  was  an  active  politician,  a member  of  the 
Baptist  Church,  and  fought  in  the  Indian  War  as 
captain  of  his  company.  Our  subject  received  his 
literary  instruction,  in  Ouachita  County,  and  in 
1804  enlisted  in  the  late  war  as  a private  under 
Capt.  C.  C.  Scott,  in  the  Fifth  Arkansas  Battery, 
Confederate  States  Army,  and  afterward  devoted 
his  entire  attention  to  farming.  In  1871  he  led  to 
the  hymeneal  altar,  Miss  Fannie  Caldwell,  and 
they  had  nine  children,  viz. : Thomas.  David,  Daron, 
Emett,  Eliza,  Wiudford,  Ruth.  Harvey  and  Nunn. 
Mr.  Goodlett  owns  a large  amount  of  valuable  land, 
which  is  excellently  well  cultivated.  He  is  at 
present  justice  of  the  peace,  an  office  which  ho  has 
held  for  ten  years.  Both  Mrs.  Goodlett  and  him- 
self are  members  of  the  Cumberland  Presbyterian 
Church.  He  is  at  present  ruling  elder  in  the 
j Cumberland  Presbyterian  Church,  an  office  which 
he  has  held  for  eighteen  years. 

Iverson  S.  Goodwin  was  born  in  Tennessee,  in 
1846,  being  the  sixth  of  nine  children  given  to 
j Bryant  and  Isabella  (Ford)  Goodwin,  who  were 
born  in  North  and  South  Carolina,  respectively. 


1 After  their  marriage  they  first  resided  in  Tennessee, 
j but  in  1847  came  to  Drew  County,  Ark.,  entered 
| land  and  lived  on  the  same  until  their  respective 
i deaths  in  1875  and  1863.  Iverson  S.  Goodwin 
! was  brought  up  to  a farm  life  in  Drew  County.  In 
1866  he  entered  a drug  stove  in  Monti cello  as  a 
| clerk,  and  during  this  time  bis  leisure  moments  were 
devoted  to  the  study  of  medicine.  In  1872  he 
went  to  Star  City.  Lincoln  County,  and  engaged  in 
i the  drug  business,  remaining  there  until  1878. 
j He  was  married  in  1876  to  Miss  Sallie  Pierce,  but 
| after  five  years  of  wedded  life  his  wife  was  called 
| to  her  long  home,  she  leaving  her  husband  with 
j three  small  children  to  care  for:  C.  Leonidas. 

| Oscar  and  Osmond.  In  1SS5  Mr.  Goodwin  resumed 
j clerking  at  Pine  Bluff,  but  discontinued  tin’s  occu- 
j pation  at  the  end  of  two  years,  and  in  the  spring-  of 
I 1888  came  to  Nashville  and  bought  out  the  c-itv 
! drug  store,  and  in  1889  took  posses  SIOTI  Of  lliS 
j present  quarters. 

Joseph  P.  Gosnell,  a well-known  citizen  of 
| this  region,  was  born  in  Columbia  County,  Ark.,  in 
j 1855,  and  was  the  youngest  of  four  children  born 
j to  Peter  and  Mary  (Holcombe)  Gosnell,  native 
Georgians,  who  emigrated  to  Arkansas  in  1853, 
settling  in  Columbia  County,  where  the  father  pur- 
chased a farm  and  made  his  home  until  1859. 
Then  he  removed  to  Hempstead  County,  but  twelve 
years  later  moved  to  Pike  County  and  took  up  his 
| abode  on  the  farm  on  which  he  is  now  residing. 

| Joseph  P.  Gosnell  was  an  attendant  of  the  public 
j schools  of  Hempstead  County  until  he  was  sixteen 
j years  of  age,  and  at  the  early  age  of  eighteen 
i years  (in  1873)  he  was  married  to  Miss  Irena  S. , a 
! daughter  of  John  M.  Davis,  an  old,  well  known 
| and  highly  esteemed  cit  izen  of  Pike  County.  Af- 
ter his  marriage  Mr.  Gosnell  devoted  his  attention 
I to  farming,  and  is  now  the  owner  of  280  acres  of 
excellent  land  in  the  Little  Missouri  River  bottom, 

| and  has  eighty  acres  under  cultivation,  about  fifty 
I of  which  he  cleared  himself.  The  rest  is  good 
timber  land,  but  he  expects  to  gradually  clear  it, 

| and  in  time  will  have  his  entire  farm  under  the 
i plow.  He  has  always  taken  an  active  part  in  polit- 
: ical  matters,  and  in  1Sn2  was  elected  assessor  of 
! Pike  County,  and  after  serving  four  years  was 
chosen  county  sheriff,  a position  he  rilled  in  a very 
efficient  manner  for  one  term.  At  the  end  of  his 
| term  of  office  lie  came  to  Nashville.  Ark.,  and  en- 
j gaged  as  a clerk  with  Cowling  A Co.,  a position  he 
i is  still  tilling.  Socially  he  is  a member  of  the  A. 
E.  A A.  M. , Pike  Lodge  No.  90. 

Lewis  A.  Graves,  planter.  Centre  Point,  Ark. 
This  highly  respected  and  esteemed  resident  of 
I Centre  Point  Township  is  not  unknown  to  the 
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many  citizens  of  that  portion  of  Howard  County 
•among  whom  so  many  years  of  Iris  worthy  life 
have  been  passed.  Originally  from  Giles  County, 
Term. . his  birth  occurred  September  ‘22,  ISIS,  and 
he  is  the  son  of  Sterling  and  Nancy  Graves,  na- 
tives of  North  Carolina.  The  parents  were  mar- 
ried in  the  State  of  their  nativity,  moved  to  Ten- 
nessee in  1S17,  and  there  resided  until  they  re- 
ceived their  final  summons.  Lewis  A.  Graves  was 
reared  in  Tennessee,  where  he  obtained  a good 
education,  and  when  twenty  years  of  age  started 
out  to  tight  life’s  battles  for  himself  as  an  over 
seer,  continuing  at  that  for  six  years.  Since  that 
time  he  has  been  engaged  in  tilling  the  soil.  lie 
came  to  Arkansas  in  1846.  and  settled  where  he 
now  resides.  He  has  been  twice  married:  first,  in 
1849,  to  Miss  Margaret  Stanley,  a native  of  Arkan- 
sas, who  bore  him  eight  children,  six  of  whom  are 
living:  William  (deceased),  Mary  E.,  Sterling  A., 
Alexander  C.,  Nancy  A.,  Julia  F.  (deceased),  Su- 
san and  Bernard  hi.  Mary  E.  married  Robert 
Click,  a farmer  of  this  county;  Sterling  married 
Miss  Elvira  Arnold:  Alexander  C.  married  Miss 
Frances  Catheron,  of  Pope  County,  and  is  now  en- 
gaged in  farming  in  Maury  County,  Tenn.  The 
mother  of  these  children  died  in  1867,  and  in  1870 
Mr.  Graves  took  for  his  second  wife  Mrs.  Arabella 
F.  (Graves)  Thompson,  who  was  born  and  reared 
in  Giles  County.  Tenn.  In.  1863  Mr.  Graves  en- 
listed in  the  Confederate  army,  Capt.  McGuire’s 
company,  McNeil’s  regiment,  and  served  as  a pri- 
vate until  the  close  of  the  war.  He  was  in  no  act- 
ive battles.  He  is  the  owner  of  eighty  acres  of  land 
and  has  seventy  acres  under  cultivation.  He  is  not 
active  in  politics,  but  votes  with  the  Republican 
party,  and  is  very  firm  in  his  views.  He  is  a pub- 
lic-spirited citizen,  and  extends  a helping  hand  to 
all  worthy  causes. 

G.  G.  Graves,  farmer,  Centre  Point,  Ark. 
The  subject  of  this  sketch,  well  and  favorably 
known  to  a host  of  acquaintances  in  this  commu- 
nity, was  born  December  10.  1830,  and  like  many 
other  residents  of  Howard  County  is  a native  of 
Tennessee,  his  birth  occurring  in  Giles  County. 
His  parents,  Sterling  and  Nancy  (Amis)  Graves, 
were  natives  of  Granville  County.  N.C.,  where  they 
were  married  about  1816.  The  same  year  they 
moved  to  Giles  County.  Tenn..  resided  there  until 
1833,  and  then  settled  permanently  in  Fayette 
County  of  that  State,  where  they  were  early  set- 
tlers. The  father  died  in  1837. at  the  age  of  forty- 
five  years,  and  the  mother  died  in  18-19.  G.  G. 
Graves  was  reared  in  Fayette  County,  received  his 
education  there,  and  at  the  age  of  nineteen  years- 
began  working  for  himself.  He  married  Miss 


Malinda  C.  Tnrauee,  who  was  born  in  Tennessee, 
and  the  fruits  of  this  union  were  four  children, 
only  three  now  living:  Nancy  R.,  Emily  M.  and 
Martha.  Nancy  E.  was  married  to  A.  W.  Johns, 
a farmer  of  this  county;  Emily  31.  married  H.  B. 
Gardner,  a farmer,  in  1872:  Martha  is  the  wife  of 
T.  N.  Chambers,  who  is  a leading  farmer  of  this 
county.  In  1850  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Graves  moved  to 
Arkansas,  settling  near  their  present  residence,  and 
there  remained  until  1854,  when  they  moved  to 
their  present  property.  Mr.  Graves  engaged  in 
farming,  and  this  has  since  been  his  principal  occu- 
pation. He  first  owned  land  near  Centre  Point, 
but  disposed  of  it  when  he  came  to  this  place. 
He  is  the  owner  of  320  acres  of  land,  and  has  about 
eighty  acres  under  cultivation.  He  is  a wide  awake, 
enterprising  farmer,  and  is  doing  well.  In  1862 
he  enlisted,  in  the  Confederate  army  as  second 
lieutenant  in  Company  G,  Nineteenth  Arkansas 
llegiment,  and  served  therein  until  the  close  of  the 
war.  He  was  in  the  battle  of  Mansfield,  Pleasant 
Hill,  Jenkins’  Ferry,  and  also  in  numerous  skir- 
mishes. He  is  a member  of  the  Masonic  Frater- 
nity, and  joined  the  Blue  Lodge  in  1856,  and  the 
Chapter  in  1S70.  He  and  Mrs.  Graves  are  mem- 
bers of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and  are 
active  workers  in  the  same.  Mir.  Graves  takes  a 
decided  interest  in  politics,  and  votes  with  the 
Democratic  party.  He  was  elected  justice  of  the 
peace  in  1873,  served  for  ten  years,  and  was  then 
elected  county  judge  in  1SS2,  serving  in  that 
capacity  for  two  years.  He  was  one  of  seven 
children  born  to  his  parents,  five  of  whom  are  liv- 
ing. Louis  A.,  Joseph,  Alexander  and  Nathaniel 
are  all  living  in  this  county  and  are  farmers. 

Henry  C.  Green,  was  born  in  North  Carolina, 
January  29,  1817.  His  father,  Robert  Green,  was 
born  in  Chatham  County,  N.  C.,  in  1780.  and  mar- 
ried bliss  Delilah  Stokes,  of  that  State.  Of  their 
sixteen  children  only  Jane  S.  and  Henry  C.  are 
living  at  present.  The  subject  of  this  sketch  passed 
his  school  days  in  North  Carolina,  and  at  the  age 
of  seventeen  commenced  life  for  himself,  turning 
his  attention  to  agricultural  pursuits  and  meeting 
al\ya\  s with  success.  At  the  time  of  the  war  he 
was  a very  extensive  raiser  of  stock.  lie  enlisted 
in  an  Arkansas  regiment,  in  3864,  being  second 
lieutenant  of  his  company,  and  surrendered  in 
1865.  At  tire  close  of  the  war  .Mr.  Kennedy  once 
more  devoted  his  time  to  farming,  owning  at  the 
present  writing  400  acres  of  the  best  land  m Ar- 
kansas, and  contributing  hugely  to  the  support  of 
all  worth y causes  and  the  welfare  of  his  com- 
munity. On  December  13.  I'- 13,  he  married  Mi-s 
Mary  V.  Hart:,  a daughter  of  John  Hart,  of  Lowndes 
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County,  Miss.  They  had  eleven  children,  of  whom  ; 
Charles  A.,  M illiam  IT.  and  Thomas  B.  are  still  liv- 
ing. Mrs.  Hart  died  in  1865,  and  in  1800  Mr.  j 
Green  married  Afiss  Lizzie  Pew.  Of  their  seven  j 
children  George  Allen  is  dead,  and  Edward  D. , ! 
Katy  H.,  Nellie  J.,  IV alter  M.,  Josephus  and  El- 
mer C.  are  now  living. 

Daniel  J.  Grounds,  farmer,  Saratoga,  Ark. 
Prominent  among  the  comparatively  young  men  j 
of  Howard  County,  whose  careers  thus  far  have  been  j 
both  honorable  and  successful,  is  the  subject  of  j 
this  sketch.  His  father,  John  Grounds,  was  a ; 
native  of  Missouri,  as  was  also  the  mother,  whose 
maiden  name  was  Talitha  Draper.  The  parents 
came  to  Arkansas  at  an  early  day,  settled  in  | 
Hempstead  County,  and  there  took  an  active  inter- 
est in  schools,  churches,  and  in  fact  all  enterprises  j 
for  the  public  good.  The  father  was  a Democrat,  j 
and  very  active  in  political  affairs,  but  would  ac- 
cept no  official  position.  He  was  a farmer  and  j 
large  land  owner.  His  death  occurred  in  1881.  at 
the  age  of  fifty-eight  years.  The  mother  died  in  j 
1852,  at  the  age  of  thirty  years.  Daniel  J.  j 
Grounds  was  reared  in  this  locality,  and  his  youth- 
ful days  were  passed  in  assisting  on  the  farm  and  j 
in  attending  the  common  schools,  where  he  received  i 
a limited  education.  His  sympathies  were  with  j 
the  Southern  States  during  the  late  unpleasantness,  i 
and  in  1861  he  enlisted  in  Company  E.  Fourth  j 
Arkansas  Regiment,  under  Capt.  Kyle,  and  served  j 
in  this  regiment  until  the  close  of  the  war.  He  ! 
was  in  the  battle  of  Elkhorn.  Farmington,  Cbicka-  j 
manga,  Murfreesboro,  Resaca,  and  was  wounded  j 
in  the  shoulder  at  the  latter  place.  This  kept  him  ! 
off  duty  for  three  months.  After  recovering,  he 
rejoined  his  command  at  Atlanta,  Ga. , and  was  in 
numerous  battles  after  this,  and  was  several  times 
slightly  wounded.  After  the  war  he  returned  to 
his  home  in  Arkansas,  engaged  in  farming  and 
bought  land  in  1870.  Since  that  time  he  has  j 
owned  several  farms,  and  at  present  has  160  acres,  i 
with  100  acres  under  cultivation.  He  is  also  a 
member  of  the  mercantile  firm  of  Maddox  A Co.  i 
Mr.  Grounds  was  married  in  i860,  to  Miss  Fannie 
J.  Blan,  a native  of  Arkansas,  and  the  daughter  of 
Rev.  Preston  Blau,  one  of  the  early  settlers  of  this 
section.  To  this  union  have  been  born  four  chil- 
dren, three  now  living:  James  T. , Mary  T.  and 
Yv'illie  P.  Mary  T.  was  married  in  1887,  to  Mr. 
E.  J.  Taylor,  a successful  farmer  of  Howard 
County.  The  other  two  children  are  at  home.  : 
Mr.  Grounds  is  a Democrat  in  politics,  and  was  ; 
elected  justice  of  the  peace  in  1888.  Mrs.  Grounds 
and  daughters  are  members  of  the  Methodist  Fills- 

O l 

copal  Church. 


Dr.  N.  C.  Hancock  is  well  known  in  this  region 
as  a successful  medical  practitioner;  having  been 
located  here  ever  since  the  year  of  187-1.  His 
birth  occurred  in  Missouri  in  1850,  he  being  the 
second  of  a family  of  twelve  children  born  to  the 
marriage  of  F.  D.  Hancock  and  Mary  Spencer, 
the  former  a native  of  Tennessee  and  the  latter  of 
Missouri.  Mr.  Hancock  has  followed  farming 
throughout  life,  and  for  over  thirty  years  has  been 
a resident,  of  Crawford  County.  His  father,  Benja- 
min Hancock,  removed  from  his  native  State  to  Ten- 
nessee and  from  there  to  Missouri  in  1829,  and 
made  a settlement  near  Washington  in  St  Charles 
County.  Ho  became  an  extensive  tiller  of  the  soil,  and 
on  property  which  he  had  purchased  there  he  mad  9 
his  home  until  his  death,  which  occurred  about 
1854.  The  mother’s  father,  William  Spencer, 
came  to  this  region  about  1820.  Dr.  N.  C.  Han- 
cock was  reared  to  a farm  life,  receiving  a good 
practical  education  in  the  schools  near  his  home, 
but  in  1869  began  the  st  udy  of  medicine,  and  after 
becoming  sufficiently  well  posted,  he  entered  a 
medical  institution  of  St,  Louis,  which  he  attended 
one  term.  In  the  spring  of  1880  he  graduated 
from  the  medical  department  of  the  University  of 
Nashville,  Tenn.,  and  in  1SS8  took  a post  gradu- 
ate course  at  St.  Louis.  In  1874  he  had  come  to 
the  northern  part  of  Howard  County,  and  began 
the  practice  of  his  profession,  but  in  1879  he 
removed  to  Centre  Point,  and  in  1882  to  New 
Hope,  Pike  County,  Ark.  He  returned  to  this 
county  in  18S7.  and  in  January,  1S90.  settled  in 
the  town  of  Nashville,  where  he  is  at  present  re- 
siding. He  has  become  well  known  throughout 
this  section,  and  in  the  management  of  the  cases 
which  have  come  under  his  care  he  has  been  re- 
markably successful.  He  is  a member  of  the  Ma- 
sonic fraternity,  Centre  Point  Lodge  No.  87,  and 
Hill  Chapter  No.  24.  He  was  married  in  1882  to 
Miss  Ada  Hill,  a native  of  the  Palmetto  State, 
and  a daughter  of  J.  W.  Hill,  an  early  settler  of 
Centre  Point.  To  this  union  three  children  have 
been  born:  Pearl.  Hugh  and  Lester.  Mrs.  Han- 
cock is  a member  of  the  Baptist  Church. 

John  B.  Hester  was  born  May  10,  1850.  in 
Walker  County,  Ga. . and  is  at  present  a very 
prominent  citizen  of  Blue  Ridge  Township,  How- 
ard County,  Ark.  He  passed  most  of  his  youth,  in 
that  State,  attending  school,  and  at  the  early  age 
of  nineteen  commenced  farming  for  himself,  first 
on  his  father’s  place,  and  afterward  in  Sevier 
County,  where  lie  remained  until  November,  lSi8. 
when  lie  sold  his  property,  and  emigrated  to  Texas. 
In  1880  Mr.  Hester  moved  to  Howard  County, 
devoting  his  attention  to  agriculture  and  stock- 
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raising.  He  also  owns  a large  store,  which  yields  j 
a considerable  income.  Being  elected  justice  of  j 
the  peace  in  18S4,  ho  retained  that  office  until  Jan- 
uary. 1890.  at  which  date  he  resigned.  Actively 
interested  in  politics,  he  is  a Democrat,  and  has,  at 
various  times,  made  speeches  through  Howard  and 
adjoining  counties.  August  20,  1883,  Mr.  Hester 
was  ordained  as  a Missionary  Baptist  minister, 
preaching  regularly  since  then.  Again,  he  is  a 
physician,  having  mastered  medicine  without  the 
assistance  of  any  college.  His  wife  has  been  post- 
mistress of  the  Euclid  post-office  since  May  2, 
1887.  Mr.  Hester  married  Miss  Catherine  Jordan, 
of  Mississippi.  January  19,  1870,  and  they  had  two 
children:  Thomas  B.  and  William  C.  Owing  to 

unfortunate  circumstances.  Mrs.  Hester  obtained  a 
divorce,  after  which  the  subject  of  our  sketch  mar- 
ried Miss  Martha  E.  Eudy,  October  3,  1880.  She 
was  a native  of  Morgan  Countv.  Ala.,  and  is  living 
at  the  present  time.  They  have  live  children: 
Russia,  Duchess  A.,  Cassidy  I. , Finland,  Aucland 
S.  Mr.  Hester's  parents,  William  Hester  and  Eliza- 
beth ( Blackwell)  Hester,  were  natives  of  North  Caro- 
lina, and  were  married  September  22,  1841.  having  : 
seven  children:  Henry  M. , Mary  E.,  John  B. , ! 

James  J.,  AYilliam  M. . and  two  who  died  before  ; 
being  named. 

John  L.  Hill  was  born  in  Newberry  District,  ; 
S.  C.,  January  7,  1889,  and  is  at  present  a planter 
of  prominence  in  Centre  Point  Township,  Howard 
County,  Ark.  His  father,  Elijah  Hill,  of  South 
Carolina,  and  his  mother,  Miss  Rachel  Watson,  of 
the  same  State,  were  married  there  about  1830,  1 
and  had  seven  children,  of  whom  those  living  are:  : 
Thomas  M.,  Joseph  W.,  Elijah  E.  and  John  L. 
His  parents  moved  to  Arkansas  in  1S59,  settling  in 
Ashley  County.  John  spent  his  youth  in  Missis- 
sippi. attending  school  and  farming,  and  commenced 
to  work  for  himself  at  the  age  of  twenty,  giving 
his  attention  to  agricultural  pursuits.  He  enlisted 
i in  1861,  in  the  Third  Arkansas  Infantry,  under 
Col.  Rusk,  serving  until  the  end  of  the  war.  as  a 
private;  was  in  the  battles  of  Sharpsburg,  Chicka- 
mauga  and  many  others;  was  wounded  at  Sharps- 
burg by  a minie-ball  in  the  right  thigh;  surren- 
dered in  May,  1805,  at  Appomattox  Court  House.  Ya. 
At  the  close  of  the  war  he  moved  to  South  Caro- 
lina, where  he  farmed  until  1869,  returning  at  , 
that  time  to  Arkansas.  October  1 1.  1872,  he  mar- 
ried Alias  Adelia  E.  Young,  of  Alabama,  a daughter 
of  Robert  and  Hannah  Y'oung.  She  was  born  in 
1S50.  and  is  still  living.  To  them  were  born  live  chil- 
dren: Rachel  L. . Robert  E.  L. , Arthur  J..  Hannah 
H. , James  N.  J.  Air.  Hill  took  possession  of  Iris 
present  residence  in  April.  1872.  and  owns  500  acres 


of  valuable  land.  In  politics  he  is  an  active  Dem- 
ocrat. a Master  Mason,  and  a very  prosperous  man 
in  every  way. 

James  R.  Hill,  an  enterprising  and  highly  sue-  j 
cessful  farmer  of  Howard  County,  Ark.,  was  born 
in  Lawrence  District,  S.  C.,  April  7,  1849.  Three 
years  of  his  childhood  were  spent  in  Dallas  County.  j 
Tex.,  and  at  the  early  age  of  seventeen  he  com-  1 
menced  to  make  a career  for  himself,  by  teaching 
and  giving  much  of  his  attention  to  agricultural 
pursuits.  In  1871  he  moved  to  his  present  farm 
in  Howard  County,  where  he  owns  about  2,000  acres 
of  exceedingly  valuable  land.  His  house  is  beauti- 
fully situated  in  the  center  of  the  farm  of  about  160 
acres.  Having  been  licensed  as  a minister  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  South,  in  1875,  and 
ordained  in  18(8,  Air.  Hill  is  a local  preacher, 
preaching  at  various  points  in  Howard  and  adjoin- 
ing counties.  He  is  also  a Master  Alason,  and  a 
prominent  Democrat.  October  25,  1871,  he  was 
married  to  Airs.  Alary  E.  Odell,  of  Arkansas,  a 
daughter  of  Finis  Reed.  Airs.  Hill  is  living  at 
present,  and  their  family  numbered  live.  One 
daughter,  Lula  D.,  died  August  81,  1875,  and  Ida 
F. , J.  R.,  Jessie  L.  and  John  AY.  are  now  living. 

Air.  Hill's  father  and  mother  were  both  natives  of 
South  Carolina,  and  were  married  in  Lawrence 
District,  S.  C.,  in  1840.  They  had  twelve  children, 
of  whom  John  P. , Thomas  J.,  James  B.,  Sarah  Z., 
AATlliarn  Y.,  George  A\.,  Ella  I’,  and  Alattio  E. 
are  living. 

Flavius  P.  Holt,  a progressive  citizen  of  Nash- 
ville, Ark.,  is  a native  of  Lebanon,  Tenn.,  his 
birth  occurring  there  in  1846,  he  being  the  fourth 
of  a family  of  seven  children  bom  to  Jesse  AAA  and 
Harriet  C.  (Gregory)  Holt,  natives  of  Tennessee 
and  ATrginia,  respectively.  They  came  to  Arkan- 
sas in  1847,  settling  in  Hempstead  County,  where 
he  purchased  600  acres  of  land,  a large  portion  of 
which  he  cleared  and  cultivated,  afterward  be- 
coming the  owner  of  much  more  land.  He  was 
an  earnest  Christian,  and  assisted  in  organizing  the 
First  Alissionary  Baptist  Church,  of  which  be  was 
a member,  in  his  section  of  the  county,  this  being 
the  church  at  Ozan  in  1847.  He  was  well  known 
throughout  Southwest  Arkansas,  and  his  death, 
which  occurred  in  December,  1864,  was  lamented, 
not  only  by  his  immediate  household,  but  by  all 
who  knew  him.  His  wife  still  survives  him,  lives  on 
the  old  homestead,  and  although  seventy-three  years 
of  age  is  in  good  health.  Flavius  P.  Holt  resided 
with  his  father  on  the  farm  until  he  was  sixteen 
years  of  age,  after  which  he  was  sent  to  school,  but 
left  the  institution  in  which  he  was  placed,  and  en- 
listed in  the  Confederate  service.  He  joined 
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Company  D,  First  Arkansas  Cavalry,  Monroe's 
regiment,  and  being  in  the  Trans-Mississippi  de- 
I partment,  they  participated  in  the  battles  at  Ce- 
dar Glade,  Little  Rack.  Poison  Springs,  Mark's 
Mill,  Jenkins'  Ferry,  and  in  all  the  battles  in 
which  Gen.  Price  took  part,  during  his  memor- 
able raid.  After  this  Mr.  Holt  returned  to  Arkan- 
sas and  Louisana,  then  to  Texas,  after  which  he 
was  sent  to  Washington,  Hempstead  County,  where 
he  surrendered  May  IS,  1805,  lacking  a few  days 
j of  having  been  in  the  service  four  years.  He  re- 
turned home  and  entered  school  at  Nashville, 
where  he  remained  earnestly  applying  himself  to 
his  books  for  three  years.  In  1869  be  opened  a 
mercantile  store  in  Nashville,  continuing  ten 
years,  opening,  in  1S72,  the  first  hotel  in  the  town. 
On  the  completion  of  the  railroad,  he  started  a 
hotel  at  the  depot,  continuing  in  the  business 
there  until  Christmas,  1889.  He  is  the  owner  of 
an  excellent  farm  of  1 60  acres,  partly  within  the 
limits  of  Nashville,  and  has  135  acres  under  culti- 
vation, but  all  is  excellent  creek  bottom  land  and 
capable  of  cultivation.  Mr.  Holt  was  married 
| May  1,  1871,  to  Miss  Hope  Parker,  a daughter  of 
Thomas  G.  Parker,  and  to  them  six  children  were 
I born:  Lena,  and  Anlin  P.  and  Charley  who  are  dead; 
Hardie  Hicks,  Birdie,  and  one  that  died  in  infancy 
unnamed.  The  family  are  members  of  the  Mis- 
| - sionary  Baptist  Church. 

E.  E.  Hudspeth  is  the  present  efficient  post- 
master of  Nashville,  Ark.  He  was  born  in  Harris 
County,  Ga.,  in  i860,  being  the  only  child  living 
of  F.  P.  Hudspeth  and  Elizabeth  J.  Blackman,  also 
Georgians,  the  former  a successful  merchant  of 
West  Point,  for  a number  of  years.  He  removed 
to  Arkansas  in  1880,  settling  at  Hope,  and  from 
there  came  to  Howard  County  in  1886,  his  present 
home  being  near  the  town  of  Nashville.  E.  E. 
Hudspeth  spent  his  youth  at  West  Point,  Ga.,  and 
there  he  obtained  a good  common  and  high  school 
education  and  was  also  an  attendant  at  the  West 
Point  Male  Institute.  At  the  age  of  eighteen  years 
lie  left  home  and  went  to  Western  Texas,  and  after 
being  engaged  in  the  milling  business  there  for 
two  years,  he  came  to  Arkansas,  and  in  1882  set- 
tled in  Hempstead  County,  where  he  was  married 
in  1886  to  Miss  Nettie  A.  Robins,  a daughter  of 
W.  H.  Robins,  one  of  the  early  pioneers  of  Hemp- 
stead County.  Mr.  Hudspeth  followed  the  occu- 
pation of  teaching  for  two  years  before  his  mar- 
riage, then  moved  to  Nashville  and  engaged  with 
Black  & Bro. , remaining  one  year,  after  which  lie 
started  a mercantile  establishment  of  his  own.  At  the 
end  of  one  year  he  closed  out  his  stock  and  accepted, 
a position  as  manager  for  the.  Ozan  Store' Company, 


but  after  remaining  with  this  establishment  for  one 
year,  he,  ou  September  1,  1SS9,  received  the  ap- 
pointment of  postmaster  of  Nashville,  which  office 
does  a distributing  business  for  two  counties  and  a 
part  of  four  more.  Since  his  arrival  in  Hemp- 
stead County,  he  has  taken  an  active  interest  in  the 
welfare  of  the  Republican  party,  and  at  an  early 
day  became  a leading  spirit,  in  the  V\  heel  move- 
ment, being  among  its  organizers  in  this  as  well  as 
Sevier  County.  In  1889  he  was  one  of  three 
committeemen  in  charge  of  the  Republican  canvass 
of  the  Third  Congressional  .District,  and  had  charge 
of  the  work  in  Howard  and  Sevier  Counties.  He 
is  an  active  citizen,  and  takes  an  active  interest  in 
public  improvement.  He  is  a member  of  the  Bap- 
tist Church,  and  he  and  wife  have  two  children: 
Dora  and  Eula. 

John  A.  Hughes  is  a well  known  and  promi- 
nent merchant  of  Centre  Point,  Ark.,  and  was  born 
in  March,  1842,  to  John  H.  and  Margaret  A 
(Sample)  Hughes.. a short  history  of  whom  is  given 
in  the  sketch  of  W.  R.  Hughes.  The  paternal 
great-grandfather,  James  Hughes,  was  a native  of 
Wales,  and  came  to  America  in  colonial  times,  set- 
tled in  North  Carolina,  and  took  an  active  part  in 
the  Indian  troubles  of  early  times.  He  had  two 
sons,  John  and  Robert,  both  of  whom  settled  in 
Middle  Tennessee,  the  former  being  the  grand- 
father of  the  subject  of  this  sketch.  He  spent  his 
life  in  Tennessee,  following  farming,  and  died 
there  in  18.18  at  the  age  of  fifty  years.  He  was 
married  to  Miss  Sarah  Harris,  of  North  Carolina, 
her  death  occurring  in  1867  at  the  age  of  one  hun- 
dred and  three  years,  and  during  her  lifetime  often 
told  the  subject  of  this  sketch  many  events  which 
occurred  during  the  Revolutionary  W ar,  which  she 
well  remembered.  John  A.  Hughes  was  taught 
the  details  of  farm  labor  by  his  father,  but  did  not 
receive  many  opportunities  for  acquiring  an  edu- 
cation. When  the  war  opened  he  enlisted  in  Com- 
pany G,  Twelfth  Arkansas  Infantry,  and  on  March 
13,  1862,  look  part  in  the  battle  of  New  Madrid, 
and  later  was  captured  at  Island  No.  10,  and  was 
kept  a prisoner  at  Camp  Douglas,  Chicago,  and  on 
September  23  of  the  same  year  was  exchanged  at 
Vicksburg.  Upon  the  re  organization  of  his  com- 
mand at  Jackson.  Miss.,  Air.  Hughes  resumed  his 
work  in  the  field,  but  at  the  battle  of  Port  Hudson 
was  again  captured,  paroled  arul  returned  home. 
He  was  soon  after  given  the  position  of  third  lieu- 
tenant in  Company  G,  Nineteenth  Arkansas  Regi- 
ment, after  which  he  took  part  in  the  battle  oi 
Pleasant  Hill,  his  company  being  disbanded  at 
Marshall,  Tex.  After  his  return  home,  Mr.  Hughes 
purchased  his  father's  old  home,  and  followed 
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farming  until  1875,  when  be  was  elected,  to  the  of- 
fice of  deputy  sheriff  and  collector,  a position  he 
filled  daring  1875-76-77.  In  1S78  lie  formed  a 
partnership  with  Wiley  McGuire  in  the  milling 
business  at  Centre  Point,  but  upon  Ihe  death  of 
the  latter,  at  the  end  of  one  year,  Mr.  Hughes  be- 
came sole  proprietor,  and  has  since  owned  the  mill- 
ing interests  of  the  place.  His  establishment 
comprises  a saw,  grist  and  planing-mill,  a cotton- 
gin  and  wood -working  machinery.  This  plant 
cost  SS.OOO,  and  is  the  largest  in  Southwest  Ar- 
kansas not  situated  on  any  railroad.  Mr.  Hughes 
began  merchandising  in  1SS1,  the  firm  beinc 
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known  as  Hughes  A Bean  for  four  years,  and  in 
1SS5-S6  he  followed  the  same  business  alone,  and 
was  then  with  J.  E.  Tinny,  .Jr.,  the  style  of  the 
firm  now  being  Hughes  A Tinny.  They  carry  a 
stock  of  goods  valued  at  88.000.  their  annual  sales 
amounting  to  about  840,000.  In  1880  Mr.  Hughes 
erected  his  pretty  and  comfortable  house  in  Centre 
Point,  and  here  expects  to  make  his  future  home. 
He  is  considered  a shrewd,  but  thoroughly  honor- 
able -business  man,  and  is  what  may  be  called  a 
self-made  man,  for  at  the  time  of  his  marriage  his 
entire  capital  amounted  to  813.  He  now  owns  land 
to  the  amount  of  2,500  acres,  and  has  1,000  acres 
under  cultivation,  the  balance  being  covered  with 
good  timber.  He  belongs  to  Centre  Point  Lodge 
No.  87,  of  the  A.  F.  A A.  M. , and  Chapter  No.  24, 
and  has  served  as  secretary  of  the  same  since  its 
reorganization  in  1873.  He  was  married  July  12, 
1865,  to  Miss  Sarah  Beene,  a native  of  Mississippi, 
and  a daughter  of  Jesse  Beene,  who  came  to  Se- 
vier County  in  I860,  and  died  in  1865.  To  them 
have  been  born  the  following  family  of  children: 
James  H.  (who  died  at  the  age  of  eighteen  years), 
an  infant  sou  that  died  unnamed,  Lenora  E.  ( wife 
of  -J.  R.  Tinny,  Jr.),  William  Robert  (who  died  at 
the  age  of  four  years),  John  Morgan,  Charles 
Gardner,  Joseph  Anderson  (who  died  when  four 
years  of  age),  Sallie  E..  Edgar  E.,  Otis  J.  and  A. 
Hunter.  The  family  attend  the  Methodist  Epis- 
copal Church,  South,  of  which  Mr.  aud  Mrs. 
Hughes  are  members. 

W.  II.  Hughes  has  long  been  well  and  favor- 
ably known  to  the  residents  of  Howard  County, 
Ark.,  and  is  deservedly  held  in  high  esteem,  for 
he  is  public  spirited,  enterprising  and  industrious. 
He  is  a native  born  resident  of  this  region,  his 
birth  having  occurred  in  what  is  now  Howard  (then 
Sevier)  County  in  September,  1843,  he  being  the 
second  of  live  children  born  to  John  H.  and  Mar- 
garet A.  (Sample)  Hughes,  who  were  born  in 
Tennessee  and  Indiana,  respectively.  The  father 
was  a farmer  in  his  native  State,  went  to  Texas  iu 


1841,  and  the  following  year  came  to  Arkansas 
and  settled  near  Centre  Point.  In  1850  he  moved 
to  Clark  County,  and  from  there  enlisted,  in  1861, 
in  the  Confederate  army,  but  was  soon  honorably 
discharged  and  returned  with  his  family  to  Centre 
Point.  In  the  fall  of  1.863  be  went  to  Port  Hud- 
son to  visit  his  son,  John  A.,  who  was  then  en- 
camped there  with  his  company,  and  there  the 
father  died  in  November  of  that  year.  His  widow 
survived  him  until  1874,  when  she  too  passed 
away.  The  subject  of  this  sketch  spent  his  youth 
on  the  farm  at  Centre  Point,  but  in  addition  to 
following  the  plow,  acquired  a fair  education  in 
the  common  schools  near  his  home.  In,  1803  he 
enlisted  in  Company  G.  that  had  been  raised  in 
1861,  belonging  to  the  Nineteenth  Regiment,  but 
at  the  fall  of  Arkansas  Post  he  was  home  on  fur- 
lough. He  then  took  part  in  the  battles  of  Mans- 
field and  Pleasant  Hill,  and  was  in  the  Trans-Mis- 
sissippi Department  until  the  final  surrender.  He 
then  returned  to  Howard  County,  resumed  farm- 
ing, and  in  1868  began  business  at  Centre  Point, 
opening  a harness  and  boot  and  shoe  store.  His 
stock  of  harness  valued  at  about  81,000  was  stolen 
by  Clayton’s  militia  in  November,  1868,  aud  upon 
Mr.  Hughes  protesting  against  such  highway  rob- 
bery he  and  several  other  men  were  arrested  for 
treason,  and  during  a week  which  he  was  com- 
pelled to  spend  in  jail  at  Centre  Point,  his  estab- 
lishment was  deliberately  pillaged.  Upon  his  re- 
lease he  found  his  store  completely  gutted  and  his 
business  ruined.  He  then  began  clerking  for  H. 
W.  Anderson  A Co.,  and  in  the  meantime  saved 
enough  of  his  salary  to  reopen  a saddlery  estab- 
lishment in  1872,  and  after  a year  added  a stock 
of  general  merchandise.  He  continued  there  un- 
til the  fall  of  1887,  then  removed  his  business  to 
Antimony  City  for  one  year,  and  in  the  fall  of 
1889  came  to  Nashville,  where  he  is  now  engaged 
with  the  Rector  Hardware  Company.  He  has 
always  been  active  in  politics,  and  in  1S7S  was 
elected  on  the  Democratic  ticket  to  the  position  of 
county  judge,  and  was  re-elected  in  1SS0.  He 
made  many  improvements  iu  the  way  of  buildings, 
and  erected  a fire-proof  vault  for  the  protection  of 
the  county  records.  At  the  time  of  his  installa- 
tion in  office  county  scrip  was  worth  only  15  cents 
on  the  dollar,  but  by  the  time  he  had  beeu  four 
years  in  office  it  had  advanced  to  75  cents.  He 
has  been  married  twice:  first,  in  August.  18d.  to 
Miss  Carrie  Custer,  a daughter  of  Dr.  J.  Custer, 
an  old  pioneer  of  Centre  Point,  and  upon  her 
death,  in  1881,  she  left  a family  of  seven  children: 
Lulu  B.,  John  Custer,  William  Augustus,  Henry 
J.,  Emma  A.,  Charley,  and  Thomas  (who  died  in 


' 


' 

I 

' 


274 


HISTORY  OF  ARKANSAS. 


infancy).  In  1835  Mrs.  Fannie  (Levi)  Hughes 
became  his  wife,  and  by  her  he  has  one  son: 
Robert  Levi.  Mr.  Hughes  is  a member  of  the 
Masonic  fraternity.  Silver  Hill  Lodge,  and  is  an 
earnest  member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church. 

Col.  Augustus  S.  Hutchison  tvas  bom  in 
Lawrence  County,  S.  C. , May  h,  1857.  His  father 
Alexander  S.  Hutchison,  and  his  mother.  Miss 
Isabella  J.  Hitch,  were  both  natives  of  Lawrence 
County,  and  were  married  there  in  1827.  Of  their 
twelve  children  those  living  are:  Y.  H..  Martha 
M.,  Augustus  S.,  Adolphus  U. , Mary  C.,  Aditha 
C. , James,  Rufus  M. , and  John  M.  Mrs.  Hutchison 
was  a Presbyterian,  and  the  father  a member  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  a Democrat,  and  a 
Royal  Arch  Mason.  Col.  Hutchison  spent  Iris  school 
days  in  South  Carolina, attending  Columbia  Military 
Academy  and  Charleston  Citadel  Academy,  after 
which  he  taught  school  in  Howard  County.  Ark., 
where  the  family  moved  in  1858.  When  the  war 
broke  ont  he  joined  an  Arkansas  company  under 
Capt:  J.  L.  Neal,  and  going  with  the  company  to 
.Missouri,  went  into  a new  regiment,  with  Tom  P. 
Dockery  as  colonel.  His  promotion  was  rapid, 
and  he  at  all  times  held  prominent  positions. 
After  the  battle  of  Oak  Hill,  his  company  was  dis- 
banded. Afterward  he  joined  the  Nineteenth 
Arkansas  Infantry,  being  appointed  adjutant,  and 
later  lieutenant-colonel.  Captured  at  Arkansas 
Post,  he  was  a prisoner  at  Camp  Chase  for  about 
three  months,  after  which  he  was  exchanged  at 
Petersburg,  Ya. , joining  the  Army  of  Tennessee, 
under  Gen.  Dragg.  Immediately  previous  to  the 
close  of  the  war,  he  was  appointed  colonel,  but  the 
war  ended  before  the  appointment  could  be  ratified. 
He  was  in  the  battles  of  Oak  Hill,  Pea  Ridge,  Ar- 
kansas Post,  Chickamauga.  Missionary  Rido-e  and 
numerous  others  of  minor  importance,  and  was 
wounded  in  Atlanta,  July  22,  1804:  he  surrendered 
in  April.  1865.  at  Washington.  Ark.  October  13, 
1870,  Col.  Hutchison  was  married  in  Sevier  Countv, 
Ark.,  to  Miss  Ella  O.  Hawkins,  daughter  of  Dr. 
Harrison  Hawkins.  They  had  live  children  : James 
K.,  Harrison,  Forney,  Thomas  A.  and  Alary  E 
Mrs.  Hutchison  died  November  17,  1881.  and  Jan- 
uary 25.  1883,  he  married  Aliss  Sue  Pardon, 
daughter  of  Dr.  James  Purdon.  Their  two  chil- 
dren are  named  Frederick  AI.  and  Edwin  P.  For 
a number  of  years  Col.  Hutchison  devoted  his  at- 
tention to  farming,  owning  420  acres  of  valuable 
land  in  Arkansas.  In  1874  be  was  elected  sheriff 
of  Howard  County,  blit  after  serving  four  rears  he 
returned  to  agricultural  pursuits.  A A taster  Ala- 
son.  a prominent  Democrat,  and  a member  of  the 


Alothodist  Episcopal  Church,  Col.  Hutchison  has 
at  all  times  been  a popular  and  successful  man, 
and  willing  to  advance  every  worthy  cause. 

Dr.  D.  A.  Hutchinson  is  one  of  the  leading 
practitioners  of  the  “healing  art”  in  Howard 
County,  but  is  especially  well  known  in  Nashville 
and  vicinity,  where  he  has  resided  since  1870.  He 
was  born  in  Alabama  in  ISIS,  the  fourth  of  a fam- 
ily of  eleven  children  born  to  J.  R.  and  Henrietta 
W.  (Furlow)  Hutchinson,  who  were  native  Geor- 
gians, and  farmers  by  occupation,  emigrating  to  Ala- 
bama in  184  0.  Three  years  later  they  returned  to 
their  nativenStato,  where  Air.  Hutchinson  was  ex- 
clusively engaged  in  planting  until  after  the  war, 
but  in  1800  removed  to  Texas,  and  in  18  <0  came  to 
Arkansas  and  settled  in  Columbia  County,  purchas- 
ing a tract  of  land,  and  for  many  years  was  en- 
gaged in  farming  on  an  extensive  scale.  In  1882 
he  moved  to  Loekesburg.  where  he  owns  a fine 
farm  on  the  Cossatot  River,  and  here  is  now  making 
his  home.  He  has  held  several  county  offices,  both 
in  Columbia  and  Sevier  Counties,  and  has  served 
as  county  treasurer  for  several  terms.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  Alethodist  Episcopal  Church,  and 
is  one  of  the  well-known  citizens  of  Sevier  Coun- 
ty. The  subject  of  this  sketch  spent  his  early  life 
on  his  father's  plantation  in  Georgia,  and  he  was 
given  the  advantages  of  a high-school  education, 
attending  the  same  at  Calhoun  after  his  parents’ 
removal  to  Columbia  County,  Ark.  At  the  end  of 
one  year  he  began  his  medical  studies  in  the  office 
of  Dr.  Walker,  and  becoming  sufficiently  well 
posted  at  the  end  of  one  year  he  went  to  New  Or- 
leans and  entered  the  Lniversity  of  Louisiana, 
graduating  from  the  medical  department  of  this 
institution  in  1872.  He  then  returned  to  Arkan- 
sas and  settled  at  Three  Creeks,  Union  County, 
and  there  remained  until  1874:.  removing  in  the 
fall  of  that  year  to  Hope,  Hempstead  County,  where 
hi.s  home  was  for  the  two  following  years.  He 
then  came  to  Nashville,  on  account  of  his  wife's 
health,  but  this  move  proved  of  no  benefit,  and  in 
AJarch,  1882,  she  passed  to  her  long  home,  leaving 
a family  of  four  small  children:  Edwin.  Aliunde, 
David  and  Jesse.  She  and  the  Doctor  were  mar- 
ried in  December,  1872,  her  maiden  name  be- 
ing Alary  Wallace,  a native  of  Georgia,  and  a 
daughter  of  Rev.  Isaiah  Wallace,  pioneer  preacher. 
In  June,  1884,  Dr.  Hutchinson  married  his  pres- 
ent wife,  Airs.  Jennie  Crofton,  )iee  AIcLane,  of 
Hope,  Ark.,  and  to  them  one  child  has  been  born 
— Richard.  In  1881  the  Doctor  erected  him  a 
fine  residence  in  the  town,  but  it  caught  tire  and 
was  burned  to  the  ground  in  1886,  and  in  lsSO  he 
erected  his  present  home,  which  is  substantial 
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and  comfortable.  He  is  the  owner  of  a good  farm 
of  100  acres  three  miles  north  of  Hope,  eighty 
acres  of  which  he  has  in  a good  state  of  cultiva- 
tion. This  land  is  very  fertile,  and  the  uncleared 
portion  is  covered  with  excellent  timber.  In  1880 
the  Doctor  took  a post-graduate  course  at  the  Col- 
lege of  Physicians  and  Surgeons,  of  Baltimore, 
Md..  and  has  since  devoted  his  entire  time  to  the 
practice  of  his  profession.  In  18S7  he  purchased 
land  in  Florida,  with  the  intention  of  there  making 
his  home,  but  he  soon  found  out  that  Arkansas 
presented  more  attractions  and  advantages  than 
that  State,  so  sold  out  his  property  there  and  re- 
turned to  Nashville.  He  is  now  one  of  the  fore- 
most physicians  of  this  section,  and  possesses  a 
character  which  all  respect  and  admire. 

James  Hutchinson.  The  chief  point  of  interest 
in  the  history  of  auy  county  is  the  sketches  of  the 
prominent  men,  who,  by  their  ability,  energy  and 
social  charms,  make  the  glory  of  the  district,  in 
which  they  reside;  and  among  those  who  have 
graced  Howard.  County  with  the  benefit  of  their 
influence  ranks  he  whose  name  heads  this  sketch. 
Actively  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits  and  all 
pertaining  thereunto,  Mr.  Hutchinson  has  done  a 
great  deal  to  advance  the  profits  both  of  himself 
and  neighbors  in  this  occupation.  The  son  of 
Alexander  and  Isabella  Hutchinson,  he  made  his 
first  appearance  upon  the  stage  of  life  April  7, 
1848,  and  has  continued  to  grow  alike  in  judgment, 
success  and  kindness  as  the  years  passed  by,  until 
at  the  present  time  he  is  one  of  the  leading  men  in 
Howard  County.  His  parents  were  natives  of 
South  Carolina,  and  have  had  twelve  children, 
eleven  of  whom  reached  mature  years:  Frederick, 
Minnervie,  Hayne,  Augustus,  Adolphus,  Mary, 
Addie,  Margaret,  James,  Rufus  and  Malcomb. 
The  family  moved  from  South  Carolina  to  Arkan- 
sas in  1859,  locating  in  Howard  County.  James 
received  his  education  in  Howard  County  at  private 
schools,  and  at  the  age  of  twenty-one  commenced 
farming  on  the  old  home  place,  where  lie  remained 
until  his  father's  death  in  1S86.  May  1 1,  1876.  he 
and  Miss  Lou  Hankins  were  married,  and  their 
four  children,  Edgar,  Custer,  Hunter  and  Clav.  are 
all  living.  He  commenced  a mercantile  business 
in  March  of  1889  with  a capital  of  84,500,  and  is 
rapidly  adding  to  his  fortune. 

James  Jackson,  a prosperous  planter  of  Holly 
Creek,  Howard  County,  was  born  in  Franklin 
County.  Ga. , April  17.  1832.  His  father.  Joseph 
Jackson,  was  born  in  Georgia  December  2,  1799, 
and  died  May  81,  188/.  December  24.  1824.  he 
married  Miss  Nancy  Barton,  of  Pickens  District,  S. 
C. , and  they  had  thirteen  children,  many  of  whom 
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did  not  go  to  Arkansas.  The  subject  of  this  sketch 
attended  Parkertown  Academy  in  Georgia.  From 
that  State  he  moved  to  Greene  County,  Mo.,  April 
15,  1854,  teaching  there  until  1858.  Afterward 
he  gave  his  attention  to  mercantile  business  in  the 
same  county,  about  sixteen  miles  from  Springfield, 
at  that  time  the  county  seat.  With  a general  stock 
of  goods  he  carried  on  a most  successful  business 
until  the  outbreak  of  the  war.  Mr.  Jackson  mar- 
ried Miss  Elizabeth  T.  Christopher,  of  Tennessee, 
a daughter  of  "William  and  Margaret  Christopher, 
and  Mrs.  Jackson  is  still  living.  They  have  had 
eleven  children:  Thomas  J.,  Jefferson  D. . James 
W. , Nancy  A..  Amanda  H. , Stephen  \\  ..  John  L.. 
Sarah  F.,  Missouri  A..  Alary  E.  and  Tacy.  He 
and  his  family  were  with  Gen.  Price’s  array  in  his 
famous  retreat  from  Springfield  to  Elkhorn  Tav- 
ern, Ark.,  in  February,  1862.  They  reached 
Benton  County,  Ark.,  February  13,  and  from 
that  point  he  went  to  Newton  County,  where  he 
remained  a year  teaching  and  farming.  He  taught 
school  in  Montgomery  County,  Pike  County  and 
Howard  County,  and  February  8.  1868,  he  bought 
the  200  acres  of  fine  land  upon  which  he  now 
lives.  Air.  Jackson  is  a prominent  and  enthusias- 
tic Democrat;  both  Airs.  Jackson  and  himself  are 
members  of  the  Christian  Church,  and  actively 
engaged  in  supporting  all  church  matters.  At 
present  Air.  Jackson  is  one  of  the  school  directors 
of  his  district,  and  highly  successful. 

Dr.  Thomas  S.  Jacques  was  born  in  Laurens 
County,  S.  C.,  Alarch  31,  1827.  His  parents, 
Isaac  Jacques  and  Aliss  Anna  AY  bitten  were  mar- 
ried about  1803  in  Carolina,  and  had  ten  children, 
all  of  whom  are  dead,  with  the  exception  of  Sarah 
A.,  Alary  B.  and  Thomas  S.  After  attending  the 
common  schools  in  Laurens  District,  he  began  to 
read  medicine  in  1846,  under  Dr.  James  Hill  of 
that  county,  and  after  a few  months  entered  the 
Louisville  University,  where  he  remained  six 
months.  In  November,  1847,  he  attended  the 
medical  college  at  Charleston,  S.  C.,  where  he 
graduated  in  Alarch,  1848.  with  the  degree  of  Al. 
D.  Dr.  Jacques  started  west  soon  after  this,  but 
was  persuaded  by  his  parents  to  practice  medicine  at 
his  home,  his  success  even  from  the  start  being  very 
great,  and  was  more  and  more  extensive  until  Hil. 
at  which  time  he  moved  to  Arkansas.  In  connec- 
tion with  his  practice  the  Doctor  then  turned  his 
attention  to  agricultural  pursuits,  owning  *290  acres 
of  valuable  land  in  Howard  County,  Ark.,  and 
having  an  income  of  from  $1,900  to  $2,000  from 
his  practice.  Though  Dr.  Jacques  lost  845,000  by 
the  war  in  negroes,  cotton,  etc.,  his  success  has  at 
all  times  been  marked,  and  enabled  him  to  he  of 
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much  benefit,  to  worthy  causes.  Dr.  Jacques  was 
twice  married.  First  to  .Miss  Sarah  L.  A.  Rai 
ford,  of  South  Carolina,  who  was  born  in  1832, 
and  died  in  1857,  leaving  four  children,  and  after- 
ward to  Miss  Nancy  Shell,  of  Laurens  County,  S. 
C..  who  was  born  in  1839,  and  is  still  Jiving.  They 
had  nine  children,  of  whom  Henry  C.,  Thomas  L., 
Ameda  C. , Randon  F.,  Anna  I.,  Mary  33.,  Barney 
S.  and  Ollius  R.  are  living.  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Jacques 
are  members  of  the  Old  Presbyterian  Church,  and 
he  is  a Democrat  and  Master  .Mason.  His  grand- 
father, Edmund  Jacques,  was  a native  of  Wales; 
and  coming  to  America  he  married  a Miss  Jones, 
of  Virginia,  moving  thence  to  Carolina,  just  previ- 
ous to  the  Revolutionary  War:  he  entered  the  army, 
and  was  assassinated  by  Tories  on  the  banks  of 
Savannah  River. 

Rev.  A.  D.  Jenkins,  a worthy  divine  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  South,  was  born  in 
Ouachita  County,  Ark.,  in  1846,  the  second  of 
seven  children  born  to  William  N.  and  Lodema 
(Alexander)  Jenkins,  the  former  of  whom  was  born 
in  Alabama  in  1820,  and  the  latter  in  what  is  now 
Hempstead  County.  Ark.,  in  1819.  The  paternal 
great-grandfather,  William  Jenkins,  was  a Welsh- 
man who  came  to  America  prior  to  the  opening  of 
the  war  of  independence,  and  took  the  side  of  the 
colonists  in  their  struggle  for  liberty.  Pie  came 
to  Murfreesboro.  Pike  County,  Ark.,  in  1S37,  and 
there  passed  from  life.  Plis  son  Jesse  came  to  this 
State  the  same  year,  having  previously  married  in 
Alabama,  but  in  1844  he  removed  from  Pike  to 
Ouachita  County,  and  in  this  county  followed  farm- 
ing in  connection  with  preaching  until  his  removal 
to  Louisiana,  where  he  died  in  1857.  The  mother’s 
ancestors  came  to  this  country  with  the  Puritans, 
and  one  member  of  the  family,  Capt.  Edwards, 
commanded  one  of  the  vessels  during  their  journey 
thither.  The  grandfather.  James  Alexander,  lived 
in  Missouri,  and  his  wife  was  at  New' Madrid  at  the 
time  of  the  earthquake.  This  family  came  on  pack 
horses  to  Arkansas  in  1817.  crossed  the  Arkansas 
River  at  Little  Rock,  before  there  was  any  settle- 
ment at  that  place,  and  came  to  Mound  Prairie,  in 
what  is  now  Hempstead  County,  and  here  Airs. 
Jenkins  was  born.  The  maternal  great-grand- 
father, Lemuel  Wakely.  was  an  officer  in  the 
Revolutionary  War.  William  N.  Jenkins  was 
married  in  1844.  and  their  son,  A.  1).  Jenkins,  re- 
ceived his  early  education  in  the  common  schools 
of  Ouachita  Comity.  In  1864  he  went  to  Texas 
and  entered  AleKenzie  College,  an  institution  he 
attended  one  year,  then  attended  school  at  Cole- 
man’s Springs,  Tex. . under  Prof.  W.  C.  Parham", 
after  which  he  entered  school  at  Princeton.  Dallas 


County,  under  the  same  professor.  Subsequently 
he  was  engaged  in  teaching  for  two  terms.  He 
was  licensed  to  preach  in  December,  1867,  and 
joined  the  Little  Rock  Conference  in  ISOS,  and 
was  sent  to  Rondo  Circuit,  where  he  remained  two 
years,  and  spent  the  following  year  in  Polk  County. 
In  1872-73  he  resided  in  Sevier  County,  1874  in 
Miller  County,  two  years  in  Ashley  County,  one  year 
on  Lewisville  Circuit,  one  year  in  Pine  Bluff,  two 
years  in.  Moaticello  Station.  West  End,  Little  Rock, 
one  year.  Carlisle,  in  Lonoke  County,  four  years, 
back  to  Little  Rock  for  two  years,  Benton  Station 
for  one  year,  and  in  1889  came  to  Howard  County, 
and  has  since  had  charge  of  the  Centre  Point  Cir- 
cuit. He  has  spent  the  greater  part  of  his  life  in 
his  native  State,  laboring  for  the  kingdom  of  God, 
in  the  church  of  his  parentage. 

James  E.  Johnson,  farmer,  Saratoga,  Ark. 
On  January  8,  1843,  there  was  born  to  the  union 
of  J.  F.  and  Henrietta  ( Walker)  Johnson,  a son, 
whom  we  will  now  take  as  the  subject  of  this 
sketch.  His  birth  occurred  in  Hempstead  County, 
Ark.,  and  he  was  the  eldest  of  eight  children,  four 
of  whom  are  now  living:  J.  H.  (who  is  a railroad 

official  in  Texarkana,  Ark. ),  J.  Y.  (a  farmer  of 
Columbus,  Hempstead  County)  and  Lucy  (who  is 
the  wife  of  J.  AI.  Stewart,  and  resides  near  Ozan, 
Ark.).  James  E.  Johnson  was  reared  principally 
in  Hempstead  County,  and  after  receiving  a fair 
education  in  the  common  schools  attended  the 
Lebanon  University,  at  Lebanon,  Term. . for  one 
year.  During  the  late  unpleasantness  between  the 
North  and  South,  he  enlisted  in  the  Confederate 
army  as  private  in  Company  A,  Second  Arkansas 
Mounted  Rifles,  and  participated  in  the  battles  of 
Oak  Hill.  Elkhorn  and  was  with  Johnson  in 
Georgia  and  Tennessee.  He  was  wounded  in  the 
battle  of  Peach  Tree  Creek  near  Atlanta,  by  being 
shot  through  the  thigh.  He  was  with  Johnson  in 
North  Carolina  at  the  time  of  the  surrender,  and  in 
1862  was  promoted  to  the  rank  of  sergeant.  After 
the  war  he  returned  to  Arkansas,  where  he  engaged 
in  farming,  and  this  occupation  he  has  continued 
up  to  the  present  time.  He  is  the  owner  of  360 
acres  of  land,  with  about  300  acres  under  cultiva- 
tion, and  this  yields  about  one-half  bale  of  cotton 
or  twenty-live  bushels  of  corn  to  the  acre.  Air. 
Johnson  was  married  in  1866  to  Atiss  Jennie  Alii  - 
ler,  a native  of  Tennessee,  and  daughter  of  a highly 
respected  family  at  Germantown.  Tenn.  To  Air. 
and  Airs.  Johnson  have  been  born  four  children: 
Joseph  AI. , Alathew  C.,  Do  Bois,  and  Henrietta, 
who  died  when  young.  Joseph  AI.  is  at  present 
engaged  in  merchandising  at  Enlton.  Ark.,  and  the 
other  two  are  at  home.  Air.  Johnson  is  not  verv 
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active  in  politics,  but  votes  with  the  Democratic 
party.  He  is  a liberal  supporter  of  all  public  en- 
terprises, and  is  one  of  the  progressive  farmers  of 
the  county.  His  parents  were  from  the  older  : 
States. 

Thomas  L.  Jones,  farmer,  Columbus,  Ark.  Of 
the  many  prominent  tillers  of  the  soil  now  residing 
in  the  county  none  are  more  deserving  of  mention 
than  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  who  started  out  to  i 
work  for  himself  about  1S57,  and  who  is  now  the 
owner  of  2(30  acres  of  land,  with  some  250  acres 
under  cultivation.  He  was  born  in  Bowie  County. 
Tex.,  on  November  29,  1837,  and  was  the  fifth  of  i 
nine  children,  the  result  of  the  union  of  Dr.  Isaac 
N.  and  Elizabeth  (Littlejohn)  Jones,  natives  of 
Granville  County,  N.  C.,  where  they  were  married 
about  1827  (this  was  the  father’s  second  marriage).  ' 
Dr.  Isaac  N.  Jones  was  educated  in  and  graduated 
from  the  Oxford  University,  of  North  Carolina. 
He  afterward  studied  medicine  and  completed  ’ his 
medical  course  at  the  old  Philadelphia  Medical 
College  in  1818.  After  this  he  practiced  his  pro-  j 
fession  for  some  time  in  North  Carolina,  and  then, 
for  seven  years,  in  Philadelphia,  with  Dr.  Rush,  j 
who  was  a celebrated  physician  of  that  city.  Dr. 
Jones  owned  the  first  steamboat  that  sailed  up  the  j 
Red  River  (1830),  and  was  also  the  owner  of  a 
great  deal  of  land  on  the  Red  River  in  Arkansas. 
He  did  considerable  farming  in  Arkansas,  having- 
settled  on  Lost  Prairie,  Ark.,  in  1830.  He  was 
killed  in  1857  by  a boiler  explosion  on  his  Tjost  ! 
Prairie  farm.  The  mother  died  in  January,  1867.  ! 
Of  the  nine  children  born  to  this  union,  five  are  j 
yet  living:  Daniel  IV.  (of  Little  Rock,  was  attor- 

nev- general  of  Arkansas  for  four  rears,  filling  that  ! 
position  from  1885  to  1889),  Robert  AY.  (who  is  at  ; 
present  county  clerk  of  Hempstead  County),  Mary 
C.  (-wife  of  Judge  Caswell,  of  San  Francisco.  Cal.,  j 
who  is  at  present  grand  lecturer  of  the  Masonic  ! 
order  of  that  State),  and  Nannie  R.  Moore  (who  j 
resides  in  Hot  Springs  County.  Ark.,  at  the  present 
time).  Thomas  L.  Jones  attained  his  growth  and 
received  his  education  in  Hempstead  County,  Ark.,  ; 
and  was  married  January  28.  1859,  to  Miss  Lila 
E.  Simmons,  who  is  a native  of  Louisiana,  born  in 
1842,  and  the  daughter  of  Col.  Simmons,  of 
Louisiana.  Mr.  Simmons  was  a colonel  in  the 
Seminole  AYar.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jones  were  born 
eleven  children,  seven  of  whom  are  living:  Bettie 

B.,  Thomas  S.,  Sailie,  Robert  AY..  Ella  E. , Alary 
E.  and  William,  and  ali  of  whom  reside  at  home. 
Mr.  Jones  is  a Mason,  having  joined  Dooley’s 
Ferry  Lodge  No.  109  in  1859,  which  is  at  present 
Hope  Lodge.  He  is  a Royal  Arch  Mason,  belong-  1 
ing  to  Chapter  No.  10,  of  Washington.  Ark.,  also 


Council  No.  4,  of  Washington,  Ark.  Mr.  and 
Airs.  Jones,  with  their  two  eldest  daughters,  are 
members  of  the  'Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  Mr. 
Jones  takes  very  little  interest  in  politics,  and  is 
independent  in  his  views.  He  was  elected  magis- 
trate in  Saratoga  Township  in  1884,  and  is  yet 
serving  in  that  capacity.  He  gives  farming  his 
closest  attention,  and  judging  from  the  manner  in 
which  his  farm  is  tilled,  it  can  readily  be  seen 
that  in  the  art  of  cultivating  the  soil  he  has  few,  if 
any,  superiors. 

Samuel,  Kelley,  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  is 
a prominent  planter  and  minister  of  Muddy  Fork 
Township,  Howard  County,  Ark.,  and  was  born 
May  5,  1847,  in  Clark  County,  Louisiana  Territory, 
which  is  now  Pike  County,  Ark.  He  is  -a  son  of 
W illiam  and  Rebecca  (McMann)  Kelley,  who  were 
married  in  Illinois  in  1814,  and  moved  from  Illi- 
nois to  Arkansas,  in  the  fall  of  1815.  His  father 
was  a soldier  in  the  AVar  of  1812,  under  AVhitesides, 
being  made  paymaster-general  in  Jackson’s  admin- 
istration. Afterward  he  was  justice  of  the  peace 
for  many  years;  was  also  probate  judge  of  Pike 
County,  and  by  profession  a Baptist  minister,  who 
finally  changed  his  views,  uniting  with  the  Chris- 
tian Church,  and  a practicing  physician  for  many 
years.  The  subject  of  our  sketch  spent  his  youth 
in  Arkansas,  attending  school,  beginning  business 
for  himself  when  twenty-one  years  old,  by  farming 
on  the  home  farm.  In  1838  he  went  to  Illinois, 
and  was  married  to  Rebecca  AIcMann.  a daughter 
of  Isaac  K.  and  Catherine  McMann.  June  4.  1839. 
To  them  were  born  eight  children,  of  which  only 
three  are  living:  Daniel  44’.,  Rebecca  C.,  and 
Stephen  N.  C.  Air.  Kelley  commenced  the  study 
of  theology  in  his  early  youth,  taking  it  up  with 
renewed  interest  after  his  marriage;  was  licensed 
by  the  Alethodist  Episcopal  Church  as  an  exhorter; 
continued  with  that  denomination  some  time,  after- 
ward changing  to  the  Baptist  Church,  in  which  he 
was  ordained  in  1848.  The  next  year  the  family 
moved  to  Arkansas,  where  Air.  Kelley  entered  the 
milling  business  and  bought  a tract  of  368  acres  of 
land  in  Pike  County.  In  1852  he  was  elected  to 
the  Legislature  from  that  county,  serving  one 
term.  He  introduced  an  amendment  to  the  adminis- 
trator’ s law,  which  was  passed  (this  was  the  first  Ar- 
kansas Legislature  to  introduce  the  idea  of  local 
option),  also  a bill  which  separates  the  county  and 
probate  courts.  Returning  from  the  Legislature, 
the  subject  of  this  sketch  took  up  farming  and 
preaching  again,  until  lie  was  elected  on  the  I.  nion 
ticket  a member  of  the  Arkansas  Seceding  Con- 
vention. About  1853  he  commenced  to  build  up 
the  Church  of  Christ,  according  to  the  Scriptures. 
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The  war  interfered  with  this  work,  but  afterward 
he  worked  with  renewed  activity,  establishing  a 
large  church.  July  27.  1870,  he  married  Mrs. 
Nancy  Horton  of  Arkansas,  who  is  still  living. 
Their  one  child  died  in  infancy.  He  moved  upon 
his  present  farm  in  1870,  is  a Master  Mason,  is  an 
active  Democrat  and  a highly  successful  man. 

Thomas  G.  Kennedy,  the  subject  of  this  sketch, 
was  born  in  Atlanta,  Ga. , on  February  24,  1850. 
He  is  a son  of  George  R.  Kennedy,  a native  of 
South  Carolina,  who  married  Miss  Nancy  H.  Pot- 
ter, of  the  same  State.  They  had  six  children, 
of  whom  Moses  A.,  Unisa  P.,  Thomas  G.  and 
Rebecca  are  living;-  William  P.  and  Elizabeth  are 
dead.  His  parents  moved  from  South  Carolina 
to  Georgia,  from  Georgia  to  Florida,  where  they  re- 
mained three  years,  and  then  returned  to  South 
Carolina.  After  two  years  they  moved  to  Arkan- 
sas, settling  on  the  place  that  Mr.  Thomas  Ken- 
nedy now  owns.  He  attended  a common  school  in 
Howard  County,  and  at  the  age  of  twenty -three 
commenced  to  work  for  himself,  turning  his  atten- 
tion to  agricultural  pursuits  and  meeting  with  suc- 
cess from  the  start.  November  16,  1875,  Mr. 
Kennedy  married.  Miss  Mary  C.  Corbell,  daughter 
of  Josiah  A.  Corbell,  of  Howard  County,  Ark. 
Airs.  Kennedy  was  born  November  16,  1857,  and 
is  still  living.  They  have  had  seven  children,  of 
whom  Joseph  R.  and  James  A.  are  dead,  and 
Emily  E. , Alary  K.,  Phenie  F.,  Thomas  A.  and 
William  A.  are  living.  Air.  Kennedy  was  elected 
justice  of  the  peace  in  1882,  and  continues  to  hold 
that  office.  He  is  a member  of  the  Farmers’  Al- 
liance, a popular  Democrat  and  a most  successful 
farmer,  owning  about  2,000  acres  of  valuable  land 
in  Howard  County.  Besides  agriculture  Air.  Ken- 
nedy has  other  business  interests,  and  is  the  owner 
of  a cotton-gin  and  grist-mill.  Both  Air.  and  Airs. 
Kennedy  are  members  of  the  Cumberland  Church, 
being  very  diligent  in  advancing  religious  causes 
and  contributing  to  the  good  of  the  community  in 
which  they  reside. 

James  T.  Lane  was  born  in  AVhite  County, 
Tenn.,  November  8,  1882.  His  parents,  Turner 
Lane,  of  Kentucky,  and  Aliss  Alary  Scroggins,  of 
Tennessee,  were  married  in  that  county,  and  of  thea- 
ter) children  those  now  living  are  Mary  P. , Alar- 
tha  AL,  Sophronia  W.  and  James  T.  The  family 
settled  in  Howard  County,  Tenn.,  in  1850.  Both 
Air.  and  Airs.  Lane  were  members  of  the  Aleth- 
odist  Episcopal  Church,  and  the  former  was  a Dem- 
ocrat. After  a very  successful  career  as  stockman 
and  merchant,  the  father  met  with  financial  reverses 
in  1849.  The  author  of  the  present  sketch  left 
home  at  the  age  of  t\\  *uty  four  to  support  himself. 


| and  in  a few  years,  in  which  he  had  devoted  him- 
self to  agricultural  pursuits,  became  the  owner  of 
| his  present  valuable  farm.  In  1807  Air.  Lane 
j married  Aliss  Alartha  Leslie,  daughter  of  Robert 
! Leslie,  and  of  this  union  were  born  nine  children, 

! all  of  whom  are  now  living:  Felix,  Walker,  Robert.' 
| Lee,  Yaoce,  James,  Shepard,  Aland e and  Kate, 
j Through  the  late  war  Air.  Lane  was  in  the  Nine- 
; tee. nth  Arkansas  Regiment,  enlisting  in  1802,  and 
1 surrendering  at  Greensboro.  N.  C. . in  1865.  Capt- 
ured at  Arkansas  Post,  he  was  a prisoner  of  war 
! at  Camp  Douglas  for  nearly  four  months,  after 
' which  he  was  changed  aud  went  back  to  his  reg- 
iment, fighting  in  the  battles  of  Ringgold  Gap, 
i Chickamauga,  Alissionarv  Ridge,  aud  other  prom- 
: inent  ones,  but  was  not  wounded  in  any  way. 

After  the  war  he  turned  his  attention  to  agricult- 
| ure  again,  owning  2S0  acres  of  tho  best  land  in 
I Arkansas,  and  leading  a most  successful  and 
1 happy  life,  and  always  willing  to  advance  such 
; causes  as  merit  his  attention.  Airs.  Lane  and 
i himself  with  the  six  oldest-  children  are  members 
; of  the  Alethodist  Episcopal  Church,  and  he  is  a 
; Democrat  of  excellent  standing. 

William  R.  Latimer  was  born  in  what  is  now 
; Howard  County,  Ark.,  on  January  29,  1843,  and 
passed  the  greater  part  of  his  youth  at  Centre 
Point,  attending  school.  When  twenty- four  years 
old,  he  left  home  and  devoted  his  attention  to  farm- 
ing. He  enlisted  in  the  Nineteenth  Regiment  Arkan- 
sas Infantry  in  ISOI.  under  Col.  Hutchison,  and  af- 
i terward  had  command  of  the  regiment.  Alr.Lati- 
; mer  was  in  the  battles  of  Arkansas  Post, Chickamau- 
| ga,  and  all  through  the  Georgia  campaign.  He 
: left  the  regiment  at  Tuscmnbia,  Ala.,  was  taken 
| prisoner  at  Arkansas  Post  and  confined  at  Camp 
Douglas  for  three  months:  was  then  exchanged  and 
sent  to  Richmond.  Va. . after  being  kept  at  Peters- 
burg for  some  weeks : was  wounded  at  Chickamauga 
; by  a ball  in  the  right  hip,  a wound  from  which  he 
I has  never  recovered.  A heavy  loser  by  the  war. 

| both  in  stock  and  cotton.  Air.  Latimer  has  .since  been 
highly  successful  in  agricultural  pursuits,  owning 
320  acres  of  valuable  land  in  Howard  County.  He 
was  twice  married;  first,  to  Aliss  Nancy  A.  AIcCown. 
a daughter  of  Jackson  AIcCown,  of  Arkansas.  She 
died  August  14,  1886,  leaving  seven  children: 
James  3.,  Annie  E.  L , J.  W.  H. , George  P. . Flo 
retta  R. , Atamie  O.,  Clarence  E.  June  29.  1887, 
Air.  Latimer  married  Aliss  R.  A.  Willis,  of 
Alississippi,  who  was  born  October  1 1,  1848.  and  is 
still  living.  They  have  three  children:  Claud  A.. 
'Alary  C..  Willis  A’.  Air.  Latimer  is  a son  of  Isham 
P.  Lat  imer,  who  was  born  in  Kentucky  in  1812,  and 
died  in  1876.  He  married  Aliss  Alary  C.  Henry, 
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of  Tennessee,  who  died  in  18-17,  leaving  nine  chil- 
dren. In  1850  31  r.  Latimer  married  Airs.  3Iary  A. 
Meers,  .of  South  Carolina,  and  they  have  four  chil- 
dren, of  whom  Lydia  P.,  Samuel  31.  and  Isabella 
Y.  are  now  living. 

Hon.  AY.  J.  Lee.  Although  this  gentleman 
was  born  in  Franklin  County,  Term.,  in  188  i.  be 
moved  to  Arkansas  and  settled  at  Mineral  Springs, 
in  1S70,  and  has  been  a resident  of  Arkansas  from 
that  time.  As  a citizen  he  has  not  his  superior. 
His  parents,  W.  15.  and  Sarah  (Matthews)  Lee, 
were  born  in  Virginia  and  South  Carolina,  respect- 
ively, but  were  early  emigrants  to  Tennessee, 
where  they  followed  farming  until  185/,  then  came 
to  Arkansas,  making  a settlement  ou  a farm  which 
they  purchased  near  the  Mineral  Springs,  where 
they  made  their  home  for  many  years.  Here  the 
mother  passed  from  life,  but  the  father  died  at 
Nashville  in  1888.  having  been  an  active  member 
of  the  Cumberland  Presbyterian  Church.  In  his 
youth  W.  J.  Lee  received  fair  educational  oppor- 
tunities, and  on  his  father’s  farm  learned  lessons 
of  industry,  perseverance  and  economy,  which 
stood  him  in  good  stead  during  his  subsequent 
career.  He  was  married  in  Tennessee,  in  1858.  to 
3Iiss  Sarah  31.  Jones,  a native  of  Tennessee,  and  a 
daughter  of  John  AY.  Jones,  a representative 
farmer  of  that  section.  In  1859,  after  serving  an 
apprenticeship,  he  started  a blacksmith  and  wagon 
shop,  making  the  manufacture  of  wagons  a spe- 
cialty, and  continued  this  business  until  1870,  when 
he  removed  to  Arkansas,  and  opened  a shop  at 
3Iineral  Springs,  which  he  continued  to  success- 
fully conduct  until  1886.  He  was  engaged  as  su- 
perintendent of  the  railroad  shops  at  Nashville, 
and  after  a short  time  became  deputy  postmaster, 
and  still  later  was  appointed  postmaster  of  Nash- 
ville, serving  in  this  capacity  until  September. 
1889.  He  lias  always  been  a prominent  figure  in 
iiie  politics  of  Howard  County,  and  in  1875  was 
elected  to  the  position  of  justice  of  the  peace  of 
31ineral  Springs  Township,  and  in  1879  was  chosen 
by  the  Democrats  to  the  the  Lower  House  of  the 
General  Assembly  of  the  State,  and  was  re-elected 
in  1883,  serving  four  years  in  all.  3Ir.  Lee  and 
his  wife  became  the  parents  of  ten  children,  three 
of  whom  are  living:  AYilliam  D.  (who  is  married 

and  resides  at  Centre  Point,  a successful  attorney), 
Alary  Alice  and  John  AYhitten.  The  family  are 
members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 
South,  and  Air.  Lee  is  a Mason  and  was  master  of 
Aline  Creek  Lodge  No.  179,  at  Mineral  Springs, 
for  twelve  years. 

AY.  D.  Lee  is  a rising  young  attorney  of 
Centre  Point,  Ark.  He  was  born  in  Franklin 


j County,  Term.,  in  1861,  the  second  of  eleven 
children  born  to  \V.  J.  and  Sarah  31.  (Jones)  Lee 
| [ see  sketch  |.  He  attended  school  in  his  native 
i State  until  1870,  then,  with  his  parents,  came  to 
Mineral  Springs,  Ark. , and  at  once  entered  the 
public  schools  which  were  among  the  best  in 
Southwestern  Arkansas.  He  continued  to  pursue 
his  studies  until  1881,  after  which  he  began 
teaching,  a calling  he  followed  for  two  years, 
during'  which  time  he  began  his  legal  studies. 
In  1883  he  entered  the  office  of  J.  D.  Con- 
J way,  at  AYashington,  and  remained  one  year, 
after  which  he  came  to  Centre  Point,  this  being 
in  the  spring  of  1881,  at  which  time  he  was  ad- 
mitted to  the  bar.  He  .soon  formed  a partner- 
ship with  J.  E.  Borden,  an  old  and  prominent  at- 
torney here,  and  this  connection  lasted  until  the 
i latter’s  death  in  1886,  since  which  time  Air.  Lee, 

I has  actively  practiced  his  profession  alone.  He 
j was  married  in  December,  1887,  to  Aliss  Ada  31c- 
| Guire,  a native  of  this  county,  and  a grand- 
j daughter  of  James  Clardy,  an  old  pioneer  of  this 
section,  and  to  their  union  a son  was  born,  whom 
they  named  Arthur  AY.  Air.  and  Airs.  Lee  are 
I earnest  members  of  the  Alethodist  Episcopal  Church, 
i South,  and  he  is  steward,  class-leader,  Sunday- 
j school  superintendent  and.  secretary  of  the  district 
conference.  He  is  the  owner  of  considerable 
: property  in  and  about  town,  and  has  about  150 
acres  of  land  in  a good  state  of  cultivation.  He 
; has  served  as  mayor  of  Centre  Point  for  one  year, 
and  is  an  earnest  worker  in  the  Democrat  party. 
Since  beginning  the  practice  of  His  profession  in 
j Centre  Point,  business  has  come  to  him  unsolicited, 

! and  his  strong  good  sense  and  his  knowledge  of 
' legal  lore  have  become  widely  known  and  appre- 
; ciated.  He  is  pleasant  and  sociable  in  his  relations 
with  the  public,  and  is  looked  upon  as  one  of  the 
rising  citizens  of  Howard  County. 

Nathan  Levi  is  a Bavarian,  born  in  1S26.  After 
his  mother’s  death,  which  occurred  when  he  was  a 
child,  he  came  to  America  with  his  father  in  184-3, 
and  first  settled  in  St.  Louis,  and  in  this  city  Na- 
than obtained  his  commercial  experience,  remain- 
ing until  1845,  when  he  and  an  elder  brother  came 

t> 

to  Arkansas  and  settled  at  AYashington,  Hempstead 
j County,  where  they  opened  a mercantile  establish- 
ment, which  they  conducted  with  success  for  two 
years.  At  the  end  of  this  time  the  brother  went 
to  California,  and  Nathan  then  removed  to  Sevier 
; County,  to  what  is  now  known  as  Red  Colony, 
where  he  engaged  in  trade,  but  the  following 
I spring  removed  to  a point  in  (the  present)  IIow- 
I aid  County.  In  1848  he  opened  a store,  and 
was  the  third  merchant  in  what  is  now  Centre 
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Point.  la  ll)e  fall  of  that  year  they  secured  a 
post-office  at  that  place,  and  as,  it  needed  a name, 
Mr.  Levi  christened  it  Centre  Point.  'He  remained 
in  business  at  that  place  until  1853,  then  sold  out 
and  erected  a new  two-story  house,  and  again  em- 
barked in  merchandising,  continuing  until  the  war 
caused  him  to  abandon  this  calling  in  1862.  In 
I860  he  opened  a store  at  Camden,  but  a year  later 
went  to  Little  lliver  County,  and  there  managed  a 
cotton  plantation  for  three  years,  after  which  he 
began  to  take  mail  contracts  and  also  opened  a 
livery  stable  at  Centre  Point.  He  has  been  in  the 
United  States  mail  service  to  the  present  time,  and 
has  routes  to  nearly  all  points  from  Centre  Point 
and  Lockesburg.  He  owns  some  valuable  property 
at  the  former  place  and  an  excellent  livery  stable 
at  Nashville.  He  keeps  eighteen  head  of  horses, 
live  hacks  and  six  buggies,  and  his  conveyances  as 
well  as  his  horses  are  always  in  good  condition 
and  ready  for  use.  Lie  is  one  of  the  old  settlers  of 
the  county,  has  always  identified  himself  with  the 
progress  of  the  same,  and  is  especially  interested 
in  the  welfare  of  Centre  Point,  a town  which  he 
helped  to  found.  Mr.  Levi  was  married  in  No- 
vember, 1850,  to  Miss  Margaret  E.  Willis,  their 
union  taking  place  in  Tennessee,  and  to  them  were 
born  a family  of  nine  children:  Fannie  (wife  of 
Robert  Hughes),  Lou  (wife  of  'William  Dobson,  a 
merchant  of  Centre  Point),  Alice  (wife  of  John  R. 
Coulton),  Jennie  (wife  of  Will  Custer  of  Centre 
Point),  Ella,  Nathaniel  (who  is  married  and  resides 
in  Centre  Point),  W illie  and  Roy.  Another  child 
died  in  infancy. 

G.  Y.  Littlefield.  Prominent  among  the  suc- 
cessful farmers  that  have  given  Howard  County 
such  an  enviable  reputation  for  hospitality,  edu- 
cation and  wealth,  is  he  whose  name  heads  this 
sketch.  He  was  born  in  Alabama,  the  State  of 
sunshine,  beauty  and  culture,  April  28,  1S36, 
and  received  his  intellectual  training  in  that  State. 
When  twenty-one  years  old  he  moved  to  Arkansas, 
settling  in  Howard  County,  and  in  1862  enlisted 
in  the  army  on  the  Confederate  side  as  a private 
in  Company  A.  Twenty- fourth  Arkansas,  under 
Gen.  Roam.  He  fought  in  the  battle  of  Arkan- 
sas Post,  where  he  was  captured  and  retained  in 
Chicago  until  1863,  at  which  time  he  was  ex- 
changed. He  was  also  in  the  battles  of  Chicka- 
maugaand  Missionary  Bidgo.  where  he  was  wound- 
ed by  a bid!  passing  through  his  left  shoulder.  In 

1877  Mr.  Littlefield  was  united  in  marriage  to 
• • • • 

Miss  Louvenia  Logan,  a native  of  Alabama,  and 

daughter  of  Thomas  and  Nancy  Logan.  They 
have  had  two  children:  Robert  L.,  and  Jennie 
(who  died  September  9,  1888).  The  subject  of 


this  sketch  is  postmaster,  a position  he  has  held 
for  four  years;  was  at  one  time  justice  of  the 
peace,  and  owns  a very  valuable  and  highly  im 
proved  farm. 

John  M.  Littlefield,  the  subject  of  this  sketch, 
is  numbered  among  the  many  popular  and  success- 
ful men  that  render  Howard  County  an  interest- 
ing one.  Born  beneath  the  sunny  skies  of  Alabama. 
May  30,  1 STS,  he  seems  to  have  carried  the  bright- 
ness of  his  native  State  with  him,  thus  courting 
the  goddess  of  success  with  great  satisfaction  to 
himself.  .His  father,  Henry  C.  Littlefield,  born  in 

1829,  and  bis  mother,  Sarah  Littleford,  born  in 

1830,  were  natives  of  Alabama,  and  married  in  that 
State.  Their  six  children  are  John  M.,  Phillip, 
Robert  J. , Gilson,  William  H.  and  Henry.  The 
family  moved  from  Alabama  to  Arkansas  in  1855, 
settling  in  what  is  now  Howard  County.  The 
father  was  at  one  time  justice  of  the  peace,  and 
served  in  the  Mexican  War,  and  also  in  the  late 
war.  Ho  died  June  10,  1868,  and  his  widow  mar- 
ried Hiram  Allen.  Mr.  John  Littlefield  was  edu- 
cated in  Howard  County,  commencing  to  work  for 
himself  at  the  early  age  of  nineteen,  at  which  time 
he  devoted  his  attention  to  farming.  March  IS, 
1869,  he  married  Miss  Minerva  Manard,  of  Mis- 
souri. They  have  had  ten  children:  William, 
Henry,  Oscar,  Columbus,  Daniel,  Gilson.  Robert, 
Grover,  Dan,  and  one  who  died  in  infancy.  Mr. 
Littlefield  is  the  owner  of  a valuable  farm,  which 
is  well  cultivated,  and  his  interest  in  public  mat- 
ters is  always  active. 

Henry  A.  Logan  was  born  in  East  Tennessee. 
October  IS,  1839,  and  spent  his  school  days  in  that 
State.  Though  he  continued  to  live  with  bis  par- 
ents until  their  death,  he  commenced  business  for 
himself  at  the  age  of  twenty- one.  In  1S61  he  en- 
listed in  the  Nineteenth  Arkansas  Infantry:  was  in 
the  battles  of  Chiekamauga,  Missionary  Ridge, 
Atlanta,  Nashville,  Chattanooga,  New  Hope  Church. 
Franklin,  and  Smithfield  Station,  serving  until  the 
end  of  the  war.  He  was  taken  prisoner  at  Arkansas 
Post,  kept  in  Camp  Douglas  three  months,  again 
captured  near  Jonesboro,  Ga. , and  held  for  twenty- 
eight  days  at  Chattanooga,  but  was  never  wounded. 
After  the  war  he  returned  to  fanning  again.  Mr. 
Logan  is  an  active  Democrat,  a Master  Mason, 
and  postmaster  since  1872.  At  present  be  is  a 
prominent  planter  of  Mountain  Township,  Howard 
County,  Ark.,  owning  200  acres  of  valuable  land 
there.  He  is  a member  of  the  Methodist  Church. 
His  father,  Samuel  H.  Logan,  was  born  in  Ten- 
nessee in  .1807;  and  died  August  12,  1861'.  His 
mother,  Miss  Martha  Strain,  was  born  in  East 
Tennessee  in  3 81 S,  dying  in  September,  1878.  They 
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were  married  in  that  State  in  September.  IS  3 i,  and 
bad  eight  children : Henry  A. , Melissa  J .,  Darius  A. , 
Mary  L. , Allen  AY. , Naomi  T. , Hester  A. , and  an  in- 
fant which  died  before  being  named.  Melissa  J.  is  the  j 
wife  of  James  Pinkerton  of  Howard  County.  Ark. ; 
Allen  W.  married  Miss  Frances  Townsend,  and  also  j 
lives  in  that  county:  Darius  A.  married  Miss  Eliza- 
beth Carpenter,  and  lives  in  Pike  County,  Ark. ; 
Mary  L.  married  John  Eastwood,  living  in  that 
county;  Naomi  T.  married  John  McClain,  and  lives 
in  Howard  Count)';  Hester  A.  was  never  married. 
From  Tennessee  the  family  moved  to  Shelby 
County,  111.,  in  1851,  the  next  year  moving  to 
Texas,  where  they  engaged  in  farming.  After  a 
few  months  they  settled  in  what  is  now  Howard 
County. 

J.  T.  Logan,  bom  December  9,  1845,  in  the 
sunny  State  of  Alabama,  is  a son  of  Thomas  and 
Nancy  (Noble)  Logan,  who  were  Southerners  by 
birth,  and  the  parents  of  eleven  children : Parthenia 
(married  J.  AY.  Lovell),  Martha,  Sarah  (the  wife 
of  J.  W.  Allen),  Mary  (now  Mrs.  Isaac  Birnan), 
Eliza,  John,  Louvenia  (who  married  G.  Y.  Little- 
field), Georgia  A.  (who  married  Henry  Luper), 
Idela  (wife  of  P.  AA’eems),  and  William  AAA  (who 
married  Miss  Mollie  Mitchell).  The  family  moved 
to  Arkansas  in  1860,  locating  in  Howard  County, 
j and  being  exceedingly  prosperous,  happy  and  cult- 
J ured  people,  are  naturally  an  ornament  to  that 
district.  The  mother  is  an  active  member  of  the 
Primitive  Baptist  Church.  Mr.  Logan  received 
J an  excellent  education  in  the  private  schools  of 
j Alabama.  He  ranks  to-day  among  the  most  pros- 
perous citizens  of  Howard  County,  and  devotes 
much  of  his  time  to  agricultural  pursuits.  He  is 
a strong  Democrat  and  very  much  interested  in 
| politics.  In  1864  he  enlisted  on  the  Confederate 
side,  under  Gen.  Logan,  Company  D.  of  Arkansas, 
and  after  surrendering  he  once  more  turned  his 
attention  to  farming,  purchasing  his  present  valu- 
able property  in  1874.  Possessing  the  character- 
istics which  go  to  make  up  a fortunate  life,  the 
subject  of  the  sketch  has  always  “bid  dull  care 
begone”  and  learned  the  glorious  lesson  of  being 
a source  of  pleasure  to  himself  and  acquaintances. 

T.  J.  McClendon  is  a well-known  farmer  and 
nurseryman  of  Nashville,  Ark.,  but  his  birth  oc- 
curred in  the  State  of  Georgia  in  1833,  being  the 
ninth  in  a family  of  fifteen  children  born  to  the 
marriage  of  Thomas  and  Sal  lit*  (AYoodmam  Mc- 
Clendon, natives,  respectively,  of  South  Carolina 
and  Georgia,  and  early  emigrants  to  Alabama, 
where  they  spent  the  remainder  of  their  days,  the 
father  passing  from  life  in  1856,  and  the  mother  in 
1855.  The  subject  of  this  sketch  started  for  Ar- 


kansas in  1858,  and  after  residing  in  Louisiana  for 
a short  time,  he,  in  1S59,  settled  in  Fhiion  County, 
where  he  bought  700  acres  near  Champagnolle, 
the  most  of  which  land  he  succeeded  in  clearing. 

In  1862  he  laid  aside  his  farming  implements,  to 
shoulder  his  musket,  and  enlisted  with  Capt.  Bus-  | 
sey  in ' the  Fifteenth  Arkansas  Infantry,  and  was 
afterward  with  Price  on  his  raid  through  Missouri. 
After  the  war  he  returned  to  Union  County,  and  re- 
engaged in  farming.  He  had  been  married  in 
1800  to  Miss  Carrie  McCain,  a daughter  of  John 
McCain,  an  early  pioneer  of  the  section,  and  after 
he  and  his  Wife  had  resided  on  their  farm  until 
1873,  they  sold  their  property  and  came  to  Howard 
County,  settling  on  a 160-acre  farm  near  the  town 
of  Nashville,  where  Mr.  McClendon  soon  had 
eighty  acres  in  a high  state  of  cultivation.  He  at 
once  set  out  a vineyard  and  orchard,  and  was  one 
of  the  first  to  introduce  the  cultivation  of  the 
grape  in  this  section.  He  devotes  ten  acres  to 
vineyard  and  ten  to  orchard,  the  varieties  in  the 
| former  consisting  of  Concord,  Ives,  Nortons,  Cyn- 
! thiana,  Delaware,  Hartford,  Prolific  and  Laupper-  i 
i mand.  His  family  consists  of  eight  children  liv- 
ing and  one  deceased:  Adella  (the  wife  of  A.  H. 

Little,  died  in  October,  1SS7).  Zella  (is  the  wife  of 
AV.  M.  Potts),  Richard  C.,  James  Thomas,  William 
Jacob.  Helen  J.,  Sallie,  Otis  and  Carrie.  The 
family  attend  the  Baptist  Church,  of  which  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  McClendon  are  members.  AV.  M.  Potts, 
their  son-in-law,  was  born  in  Mississippi  in  1857, 
attended  the  common  schools  of  that  State,  and.  in 
1875,  came  to  Arkansas  with  his  parents,  settling  in 
Sevier  County.  In  1888  he  removed  to  Nashville, 
and  became  a salesman  for  Mr.  McClendon,  and, 
in  December,  18SS,  was  married  to  his  daughter. 
Zella,  by  whom  he  has  one  child — a son — named 
Guy. 

Dr.  A.  M.  McCrary  Las  practiced  the  medical 
profession  since  18S4.  and  although  he  has  only 
been  in  Nashville  since  1S89,  he  has  become 
well  and  favorably  known.  His  birth  occurred  iu 
what  is  now  Howard  County,  then  Sevier  County, 
in  1860,  he  being  the  fifth  of  ten  children  born  to 
Dr.  E.  AAA  and  Parmelia  (Young)  McCrary,  who 
were  South  Carolinians.  The  father  was  a gradu- 
ate of  the  Jefferson  Medical  College,  of  Philadel- 
phia, Penn.,  when  he  was  but  twenty-one  years  of 
age.  and  practiced  his  profession  at  Clinton,  of  his 
native  State,  marrying  soon  after  his  return  from 
college.  In  1856  he  came  to  Arkansas,  and  made 
a settlement  near  Centre  Point,  where  he  purchased 
a large  plantation,  and  followed  both  farming  and 
the  practice  of  medicine.  At  the  breaking  out  of 
the  war,  lie  sent  his  family  back  to  South  Carolina. 
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| and  he  enlisted  as  a surgeon  in  the  Confederate 
service,  shortly  after  which  he  was  transferred  east 
of  the  Mississippi  River.  For  a time  he  had  charge 
of  the  hospital  at  Fort  Gaities,  Ga.,  and  Charles- 
ton, S.  C.,  and  remained  in  the  service  until  the 
close  of  the  war,  when  he  returned  to  Arkansas, 
and  sold  his  property  at  Centre  Point,  buying 
property  in  Mineral  Springs,  and  thereafter  gave 
his  attention  solely  to  his  profession.  In  Decem- 
I her,  1885,  he  moved  to  Nashville,  and  there  passed 
j from  life  October  20,  JSS8.  baving/or  many  years 
been  a member  of  the  Baptist  Church  and  the 
Masonic  fraternity.  He  was  one  of  the  best  known 
men  in  the  country,  and  he  was  especially  well 
known  in  political  circles  as  an  ardent  Democrat. 
His  widow  survives  him.  Dr.  A.  At.  McCrary  was 
reared  at  Mineral  Springs,  and  educated  mostly  in 
| the  State  University  at  Fayetteville.  He  began 
j his  medical  studies  under  his  father  in  February, 
1882,  and  two  years  later  graduated  from  the  Mis- 
souri Atedical  College,  of  St.  Louis.  His  first 
practicing  was  done  at  his  old  home  at  Mineral 
Springs,  with  his  father,  and  there  he  continued  until 
18S9,  when  he  came  to  Nashville,  and  is  here  now 
living.  He  was  married  in  1886  to  Miss  Augusta 
Short,  a native  of  the  State,  and  a daughter  of  J. 
T.  Short,  one  of  the  early  settlers  of  Hempstead 
County.  To  them  were  born  two  children : Lena  and 
Pauline.  Mrs.  McCrary  is  a member  of  the  Bap- 
tist Church.  The  Doctor  has  a younger  brother, 
R.  D.  McCrary,  who  has  recently  started  a gen- 
eral grocery  store  in  Nashville. 

George  L.  Martindale,  who  was  born  in  Lau- 
rens, S.  C.,  December  25,  1827,  is  the  only  living 
child  of  James  Martindale  by  his  first  marriage. 
His  mother,  whose  maiden  name  was  Miss  Eliza 
beth  Templeton,  was  born  about  1803,  and  died  in 
August,  1803.  In  1804  his  father  was  married 
again,  to  Miss  Mary  Edmonson,  and  by  this  mar- 
riage had  three  children,  all  of  whom  are  living  at 
the  present  time.  Mr.  Martindale  attended  the 
common  schools  in  his  native  State,  leaving  home 
in  1849  to  make  a career  for  himself,  and  for 
several  years  he  taught  school  in  Sonlh  Carolina, 
after  which  he  devoted  his  attention  to  agriculture. 
On  December  21.  1852,  he  married  Miss  Martha 
M.  Hutchinson,  daughter  of  Squire  A.  S.  Hutchin- 
son, of  Laurens  County.  S.  C.  Mrs.  Martindale 
is  living,  a member  of  tire  Presbyterian  Church,  as 
is  also  Mr.  Martindale,  and  they  have  seven  chil- 
dren: Emma,  James  A.,  Frederick  L.,  Minerva, 
George  IT.,  Ada  and  Adolphus.  During  the  fall 
of  1858  Mr.  Martindale  moved  to  Howard  County. 
Ark.,  where  he  now  lives.  Ho  volunteered  to  serve 
in  the  Confederate  army,  but  was  not  accepted. 
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However,  in  1803,  he  was  appointed  enrolling  of- 
ficer for  Pike  and  Montgomery  Counties,  perform- 
ing his  duties  in  a highly  creditable  manner,  though 
with  much  trouble  to  himself.  After  the  war  his 
attention  was  equally  divided  between  teaching  and 
agricultural  pursuits.  A Presbyterian  and  a Demo- 
crat, he  has  held  many  prominent  positions,  being 
for  quite  a number  of  years  justice  of  the  peace, 
and  in  1870  was  elected  surveyor,  an  office  which 
Ire  held  until  1886,  since  which  time  he  has  not 
been  in  public  life:  but  devotes  his  talents  to  the 
successful  cultivation  of  his  valuable  land  and  the 
promotion  of  such  enterprises  as  are  worthy  of  his 
assistance. 

James  P.  A1  ill  wee  is  a member  of  the  well- 
known  mercantile  firm  of  Smith  A Millwee,  of  Nash- 
ville, Ark.,  but  he  is  a native  of  Sevier  County,  Ids 
birth,  occurring  there  on  January  3,  1851,  and  was 
one  of  eight  children  born  to  his  father’s  second 
marriage,  the  first  union  resulting  in  the  birth  of 
six  children.  Both  parents  were  born  in  North 
Carolina,  and  the  father.  Pinkney  Millwee,  re- 
moved to  Alabama  in  his  youth,  and  in  the  thirties 
came  to  Arkansas  and  settled  in  Sevier  Countv. 
where  he  followed  farming  and  lived  until  his 
death,  which  occurred  in  1863.  His  son,  James  P., 
was  not  given  many  advantages  in  his  youth,  but 
at  the  age  of  seventeen  years  he  was  sufficiently 
versed  in  the  business  affairs  of  life  to  accept  a 
clerkship,  continuing  until  1872.  when  in  company 
with  a half  brother  he  started  a store  in  Lockesburg. 
and  while  there,  in  1S73,  filled  the  position  of 
deputy  clerk.  After  a short  time  he  went  to  Ful- 
ton, where  he  remained  about  two  years,  and  in 
November,  1875.  went  to  Mineral  Springs.  Howard 
County,  and  formed  a partnership  in  general 
merchandising  with  J.  F.  Smith,  but  this  connec- 
tion was  dissolved  in  18  <7,  and  Air.  AXillw.ee  began 
business  alone.  In  1880  he  became  associated 
with  R.  R.  Dixon  in  merchandising,  which  he  con- 
tinued until  the  latter’s  death  in  1884.  In  the 
spring  of  that  year  Air.  AJillwee  started  a branch 
store  at  Nashville,  and  in  December  of  that  year 
ho  moved  to  the  place.  In  February.  1885.  he 
purchased  the  stock  belonging  to  his  deceased 
partner,  and  continued  alone  until  November,  when 
J.  H.  Delany  became  his  associate  in  business,  this 
connection  lasting  until  January  1,  1SS7.  Air.  A I i 1 1 - 
wee  then  became  sole  proprietor,  and  formed  his 
present  partnership.  He  is  the  owner  of  about 
1,300  acres  of  land,  about  000  acres  being  in  a fine 
state  of  cultivation,  and  he  also  owns  his  residence 
and  some  valuable  property  in  town.  He  was  mar- 
ried in  April,  IS  <6.  to  ATiss  Tommie  Dixon,  a native 
of  Georgia,  and  in  time  their  union  was  blessed  in 


■ 


■ 


HOWARD  COUNTY. 


283 


the  birtli  of  six  children,  all  of  whom  are  living: 
Thomas  Pinkney,  Eugene  Percy,  Ckloe,  Verna, 
Richard  Roy  and  Annie  Parker.  The  family  are 
worthy  members*  of  the  Cumberland  Presbyterian 
Church,  and  Mr.  Millwee  has  served  as  a member 
of  the  town  school  board  for  three  years,  and  aider- 
man  one  year.  He  is  not  an  active  politician,  but 
usually  votes  with  the  Democratic  party. 

T.  M.  Moncrief  is  a respected  planter  of  How- 
ard County  and  was  born  in  the  sunny  land  of  Ala- 
• bama,  June  17,  1839.  To  his  parents,  Thomas  J. 
and  Mary  Robinson  Moncrief;,  were  born  eleven 
children — eight  boys  and  three  girls.  Their  names 
i are  James  W.,  Peyton  G.,  Martha  A.,  Mary  C., 

; Sarah  E.,  William  S.,  Robert  A.,  Franklin,  Arte- 
mas,  Joseph  M.  and  Thomas  M.  The  father  was  a 
farmer  by  profession  and  a man  who  always  evinced 
; excellent  feeling  for  all  worthy  causes.  He  be- 
longed to  the  Baptist  Church  and  the  mother  was  a 
! member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  Our 
subject  received  his  literary  instruction  at  private 
schools  iii  .Georgia  and  Alabama.  At  the  age.  of 
twenty  he  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Mary 
Colier,  October  13,  1859.  She  was  a daughter  of  P. 
H.  and  Mary  Colier.  After  her  death  Mr.  Moncrief 
married  Miss  Lora  R.  Moncrief  (the  widow  of  his 
brother),  and  to  them  were  born  seven  children, 
viz.:  Marcus  B..  Thomas  A.,  Ada,  Sadious,  Mittie 
A.,  Dura  L.,  Emma  O.  Mr.  Moncrief  devotes  his 
time  and  attention  to  tilling  the  soil.  The  family 
are  members  of  the  Baptist  Church. 

Rufus  S.  Morgan,  in  connection  with  Asa  J. 
Forgy,  is  the  editor  of  the  Howard  County 
Press,  which  is  the  only  paper  printed  at  Centre 
j Point.  He  was  born  in  Little  River  County,  Ark., 
March  31.  1864.  being  the  second  of  five  children 
born  to  Dr.  James  N.  and  Sarah  E.  (Hopson) 

; Morgan,  the  former  a Mississippian  and  the  lat- 
ter a native  of  the  “Blue  Grass'  ’ soil.  Dr.  Mor- 
gan was  a leading  physician  of  Lockesburg  and 
Brownstown,  and  was  a member  of  the  Masonic 
fraternity,  he  as  well  as  his  wife  being  earnest 
members  of  the  Cumberland  Presbyterian  Church. 
The  father  was  a surgeon  in  the  late  war.  in  Dock- 
ery's command,  but  hrst  enlisted  with  the  Sevier 
Rifles  as  a private,  being  discharged  on  account  of 
physical  disability.  He  remained  at  home  the 
greater  part  of  a year,  and  recovering  his  health 
returned  to  his  post  of  duty,  and  remained  until 
the  close  of  the  war.  After  the  war  lie  settled  at 
Brownstown  for  the  practice  of  his  profession,  and 
at  one  time  engaged  in  the  general  mercantile 
business  in  connection  with  John  Hudson  at - 
Brownstown.  In  1870  or  1871  he  sold  out,  and  re- 
moved to  Lockesburg,  to  engage  in  the  drug  busi- 


ness and  the  practice  of  medicine,  and  he  was  thus 
occupied  until  his  death  in  March.  1872.  at  the  age 
: of  thirty-eight  years.  ' His  widow  survives  him.  is 
forty-six  years  old,  and  lives  with  her  son.  Rufus 
S. , at  Centre  Point.  The  latter  was  reared  at  Cam- 
den, Ark. . obtained  a good  common  education  in 
the  schools  of  that  region,  but  at  the  age  of  fourteen 
; years  began  fighting  the  battle  of  life  for  himself,  his 
| attention  for  two  years  being  given  to  farm  work. 

After  working  in  the  factory  at  Camden  for  some 
! time,  he  began  following  the  occupation  of  clerking, 
but  becoming  imbued  with  the  idea  that  his  knowl- 
edge of  the  “world  of  books'"  was  much  too  limited 
for  a successful  career  through  life,  he  gave  up  his 
! clerkship  to  enter  school  at  Mineral  Springs,  and 
here  remained  one  session,  being  a faithful  and  con- 
scientious student.  His  next  occupation  was  that 
of  a clerk  in  a drug  store  at  Mineral  Springs,  but 
he  afterward  took  charge  of  the  drug  establish- 
ment of  Brown  A Co. , of  Centre  Point,  of  which  he 
and  Dr.  J.  S.  Corn  later  became  proprietors. 

: At  the  present  time  he  is  in  the  same  business  with 
A.  J.  Forgy,  their  stock  of  goods  amounting  to 
I about  82, 500.  Air.  Morgan  supports  with  voice, 
pen  and  purse,  all  enterprises  of  a worthy  nature, 
and  the  journal  of  which  he  and  Mr.  Forgy  are 
the  editors  is  edited  in  the  interests  of  the  Demo- 
crat part)',  of  which  he  is  a member.  He  has 
served  as  recorder  of  Centre  Point  for  two  terms, 
and  socially  is  a member  of  the  A.  F.  & A.  M. , 
being  a member  of  Centre  Point  Lodge,  which  he 
joined  in  1885.  His  marriage  to  Miss  Lillian  P. 
McCrary  took  place  in  1886,  she  being  a native  of 
this  county  and  a daughter  of  Dr.  E.  AY.  McCrary, 
of  Nashville.  They  have  one  son,  James  E. , who 
is  a bright  and  interesting  little  lad. 

R.  D.  Neal,  a leading  citizen  of  Mineral  Springs, 
Howard  County,  Ark.,  was  born  in  Monroe  County, 
Miss.,  July  17.  1840.  and  educated  in  Howard 
County,  at  private  schools.  He  gave  his  attention 
to  agriculture,  marrying  Miss  Judith  Y.  Morgan, 
of  Arkansas,  January  13,  1S62.  She  was  a daugh- 
ter of  Samuel  B.  and  Nancy  Morgan.  They  have  no 
children,  but  have  raised  and  educated  several  or- 
phans. Mr.  Neal  is  a member  of  the  Centre  Point 
Masonic  Lodge  No.  87.  has  been  justice  of  the  peace 
for  ten  or  twelve  years,  and  is  now  and  has  been 
county  and  probate  judge  for  four  years.  He  takes 
an  active  interest  in  all  public  matters  and  worthy 
enterprises.  This  year  he  bought  an  interest  in 
the  business  of  E.  R.  Martin.  Both  Air.  and  Airs. 
Neal  belong  to  the  Missionary  Baptist  Church. 
His  father.  Noel  O.,  was  a farmer  by  occupation, 
and  a native  of  Georgia.  Ho  was  born  in  1802, 
and  married  Aliss  Heskey  AIcElroy,  of  Alississippi. 
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They  bad  ten  children:  Giles  AT.,  Noel  G..  Fran- 

cis S.,  Caroline,  Sabrina,  Joseph  L.,  Sarah  E., 
Rufus  D..  James  L.  and  Heskev  A.,  and  others 
who  died  in  infancy.  The  family  located  in  what 
is  now  known  as  Howard  County,  Ark.,  in  the  fall 
of  1840. 

James  W.  Norwood,  farmer,  Nashville,  Ark. 
The  parents  of  Mr.  Norwood,  John  and  Matilda 
(O'Neal)  Norwood,  were  natives  of  Tennessee,  but 
moved  to  Arkansas  from  that  State  in  1870.  Here 
the  father  died  in  1880.  at  the  age  of  eighty-two 
years.  The  mother  is  still  living,  and  makes  her 
home  in  this  county.  James  W.  Norwood  was 
reared  in  Tennessee,  where  he  received  a limited 
education,  and  when  twenty-one  years  of  age.  started 
out  to  fight  life’s  battles  for  himself,  as  a tiller 
of  the  soil.  This  he  still  continues  to  follow,  and 
has  made  a success  of  the  same.  He  is  the  owner 
of  444  acres  of  land,  with  about  213  acres  under 
cultivation,  and  raises  on  this  about  twenty-five 
bushels  of  corn  and  one-half  bales  of  cotton  to  the 
acre.  He  came  to  Arkansas  in  1800,  and  one  year 
later  enlisted  as  a private. in  the  Confederate  army,  j 
Company  B,  Fourth  Arkansas  Regiment,  in  which 
company  he  served  until  the  close  of  the  war.  He 
was  in  eleven  hard  fought  battles,  and  was  also  in 
numerous  skirmishes.  He  was  slightly  wounded  i 
three  times,  and  was  with  Johnson  in  North  Car- 
olina when  he  surrendered.  In  1800  Mr.  Norwood 
was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  E.  J.  Norwood, 
his  cousin,  who  is  a native  of  Arkansas,  born  July 
14,  1843,  and  the  daughter  of  Wesley  and  Eliza- 
beth (Blassengine)  Norwood,  both  of  whom  were 
natives  of  Tennessee,  and  early  settlers  of  Hemp- 
stead County,  Ark.,  having  settled  there  as  early 
as  1S3S.  Although  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Norwood  have  : 
no  children  of  their  own,  they  have  reared  five  or- 
phan children.  Mr.  Norwood  cultivates  his  farm 
with  white  labor,  and  his  commodious  house  and 
other  buildings  indicate  a progressive  owner.  He 
is  a Democrat,  and  is  active,  politically,  but  is  not 
an  office  seeker. 

Franklin  Parker  is  a prominent  planter  of  Clay 
Township,  Howard  County,  Ark.,  owning  20(1 
acres  of  very  valuable  land,  and  devoting  his  entire 
attention  to  agriculture.  His  parents,  Isaac  Par- 
ker and  Miss  Betsy  Brooks,  both  of  North  Caro- 
lina, were  married  in  that  State  about  1810.  They 
had  five  children,  all  of  whom  are  dead  except  the 
subject  of  our  sketch.  He  passed  his  youth  in 
North  Carolina,  attending  school  there,  and  leaving 
home  when  twenty-one  years  old,  when  he  com- 
menced to  farm  for  himself.  March  lb.  lS-b>,  he 
was  married  to  Miss  Sarah  Buck,  a daughter  of 
James  and  Betsy  (Moore)  Buck.  She  was  born 


March  7,  1824,  and  is  still  living.  They  have  had 
nine  children:  Fanny,  James  A.,  Isaac  W.,  Patsy 
A.,  Tennessee,  Mary,  Richard  F.  and  John  A. 
The  family  moved  to  Howard  County,  Tenn.,  in 
1848,  remaining  there  thirty  years,  at  the  end  of 
which  time  they  came  to  this  county,  buying 
200  acres  of  land  below7  Centre  Point.  After  three 
years,  they  sold  their  property,  moving  at  the  same 
time  to  the  farm  where  they  now  reside.  In  poli- 
ties Mr.  Parker  is  a Democrat.  Before  the  war  he 
was  a Whig.  He  enlisted  in  1802  in  the  Eleventh 
Tennessee  Cavalry,  under  Gen.  Forrest,  and  fought 
in  the  battles  of  Franklin,  Corinth,  Harrisburg 
and  Oxford,  being  slightly  wounded  by  an  accident, 
and  leaving  the  army  in  1865.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Parker  are  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church. 

R.  IT.  Parker  is  a member  of  the  general  mer- 
cantile firm  of  Sypert,  Parker  & Co.,  which  con- 
nection was  established  in  1888,  when  Mr.  Parker 
bought  out  Mr.  Sv pert’s  senior  partner.  Mr. 
Parker  was  born  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  Nash- 
ville, in  January,  1850.  being  the  fourth  in  a family 
of  six  children  born  to  Thomas  G.  and  Charlotte 
(Perkins)  Parker,  natives  of  North  Carolina  and 
Mississippi,  respectively.  The  father  came  to  Ar- 
kansas in  1835,  and  settled  near  Nashville,  where 
he  purchased  and  entered  320  acres  of  land,  which 
tract  was  located  one-half  mile  south  of  the  town. 
This  he  improved  and  made  into  a fine  farm,  and 
here  he  passed  from  the  scene  of  his  usefulness  in 
November,  1878.  He  had  been  for  many  years  a 
member  of  the  Missionary  Baptist  Church,  having 
been  an  Episcopalian  prior  to  that  time,  and 
throughout  his  long  and  useful  career  he  was  an 
earnest  worker  for  the  cause  of  Christianity.  His 
father  was  a planter,  and  lived  and  died  in  North 
Carolina.  The  maternal  grandfather,  Isaac  C.  Per- 
kins. was  also  born  in  North  Carolina,  but  became 
an  early  emigrant  to  Mississippi,  and  later  came  to 
Arkansas.  He  was  for  a long  time  a minister  of 
the  Missionary  Baptist  Church  in  Southwest  Ar- 
kansas, and  assisted  in  the  organization  of  many 
churches  throughout  this  section.  He  was  the 
original  owner  of  most  of  the  land  on  which  the 
town  of  Nashville  now  stands,  and  died  in  1852, 
being  among  tho  best  known  of  Arkansas'  early 
pioneers.  The  immediate  subject  of  this  sketch 
was  educated  in  Nashville,  and  at  the  age  of  six- 
teen years  he  assumed  the  management  of  his 
father  s business  and  estate,  and  continued  in  this 
capacity  until  the  latter’s  death.  In  the  fall  of 
18 1 8 he  began  clerking  in  the  establishment  be- 
longing to  George  M.  Clark,  remaining  with  him 
tor  about  seven  years,  and  during  this  time  he  also 
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tilled  the  soil.  In  1SSS  lie  became  interested  in 
bis  present  business,  and  he  and  his  partners  own  a 
large  storehouse,  24x142  feet,  their  stock  of  goods 
invoicing  at  $(5,000,  and  their  sales  amounting  to 
$25,000  per  annum.  They  keep  an  excellent  line 
of  hardware  and  agricultural  implements,  as  well 
as  dry  goods,  groceries,  etc.,  and  besides  his  inter- 
est in  this  property,  Mr.  Parker  owns  140  acres  of 
his  father’s  old  estate,  seventy-live  acres  of  which 
are  under  cultivation.  His  residence  property  in 
Nashville  is  valuable,  and  his  house,  which  was 
| erected  in  1888.  is  substantial  and  handsome.  He 
was  married  in  1870  to  Yliss  Y.  R.  Anderson,  a na- 
tive of  Mississippi,  and  a daughter  of  O.  P.  An 
derson,  who  settled  near  Nashville,  and  died  in 
1880.  They  have  two  children:  Georgia  Otliella 

and  Charlotte.  Mr.  Parker  and  his  wife  are  mem- 
bers of  the  Missionary  Baptist  Church,  and  he  be- 
longs to  the  Masonic  fraternity,  Pleasant  Valley 
Lodge  No.  80.  He  is  a gentleman  of  sterling 
business  worth,  and  patrons  calling  on  him  receive 
courteous  attention,  and,  as  he  is  reliable  and  en- 
terprising, he  will  maintain  the  high  reputation  he 
has  made. 

Thomas  Parrish  has  been  the  efficient  asses- 
sor of  Howard  County,  Ark. , for  the  past  eight 
years,  and  lias  discharged  his  duties  in  a manner 
highly  satisfactory  to  all.  He  was  born  in  Shelby  - 
ville,  Shelby  County,  Ivy.,  in  May,  1842,  being  the 
fourth  of  the  family  and  one  of  a pair  of  twins 
born  to  R.  S.  and  Martha  J.  (Parrish)  Parrish,  na- 
tives, respectively,  of  Virginia  and  Kentucky.  The 
paternal  grandfather,  James,  was  born  in  James- 
town, Va. , and  was  a soldier  in  the  Revolution- 
ary War,  the  mother's  father  being  also  a par- 
ticipant in  that  war.  R.  S.  Parrish  was  engaged 
in  merchandising,  and  in  1842  moved  to  Missouri, 
settling  near  Boonville.  in  Cooper  County,  moving 
j a short  time  after  to  the  town,  where  he  kept  a 
| general  mercantile  store  for  a long  time.  In  1856 
he  went  to  St.  Joseph,  and  now  resides  there  at 
| the  advanced  age  of  ninety-one  years.  The 
mother  is  also  in  good  health,  and  is  acred  eighty - 
I seven.  Thomas  F.  Parrish  remained  at  home  and 
attended  school  until  he  was  fourteen  years  of  age, 

; then  removed  to  Sheridan  to  make  his  home  with 
| an  uncle,  and  remained  with  him  until  the  open- 
| ing  of  the  war,  when  he  enlisted  in  Company  E, 
Seventh  Missouri  Regiment.  Confederate  States 
Army,  and  was  in  the  battles  of  Lone  Jack.  Oak 
Hill,  Boonville,  Cross  Hollow.  Pea  Ridge,  Mine 
j Creek,  Poison  Springs,  Manstield,  Jenkins'  Ferry, 
and  in  all  the  engagements  in  which  Gen.  Price 
participated  in  his  celebrated  raid  of  1804.  Mr. 
Parrish  surrendered  at  Vicksburg,  after  which  ho 


| went  to  St.  Louis,  and  engaged  as  advertising 
I agent  for  the  Missouri  Pacific  Railroad,  a position 
! he  filled  until  i860,  when  he  came  to  Nashville, 

! Ark.  Here  he  at  once  began  teaching  school,  and 
followed  this  occupation  in  connection  with  farm- 
ing until  he  was  elected  to  the  office  of  deputy 
assessor  for  Ed  Hunter,  one  of  the  old  settlers 
of  this  section.  In  1884  he  was  elected  assessor, 
and  has  tilled  this  position  by  re-election  ever 
since,  receiving  a plurality  of  all  the  votes  in 
| the  county.  He  was  married,  in  1873,  to  Miss 
Lou  Mitchell,  a native  of  South  Carolina,  and  a 
j daughter  of  Thomas  Mitchell,  one  of  the  pioneers 
I of  this  section,  having  emigrated  here  in  1836. 
Mr.  Parrish  is  the  owner  of  a good  farm  of  sixty 
acres  one  and  one-half  miles  west  of  Nashville,  and 
; on  this  he  has  erected  good  buildings,  and  has  a 
j very  pleasant  and  comfortable  home.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  K.  of  P.,  Nashville  Lodge  No.  30, 
and  his  wife  is  a member  of  the  Methodist  Episco- 
j pal  Church. 

Benton  Pate,  a prominent  planter  of  Mountain 
Township,  Howard  County,  and  a member  of  the 
; firm  of  Pate  & Owens,  millers,  was  born  in  Pa- 
5 nola  County,  Tex.,  March  18,  1852.  His  father, 
j Thomas  Pate,  was  born  in  Alabama  about  1826  and 
died  in  1801.  His  mother,  Miss  Mary  Biaaell,  of 
| Illinois,  is  still  living.  They  were  married  about 
; 1849,  and  had  seven  children:  John  U. , Benton, 
Alice,  Lafayette,  Augustus  A.,Pernecia  and  Thomas 
| B.,  all  of  whom  are  living  at  the  present  time. 
The  family  moved  to  Arkansas  in  i860,  settling  in 
what  is  now  Howard  County,  where  the  subject  of 
1 our  sketch  passed  his  youth  attending  school.  At 
j the  age  of  twenty-one  he  commenced  business  for 
' himself,  giving  his  attention  to  agricultural  pursuits. 

! December  12,  1872.  he  married  Miss  Rosina  R.  J. 
Strasner,  of  Alabama.  She  was  a daughter  of 
Jefferson  and  Phoebe  Fletcher  Strasner,  and  was 
born  in  1854.  They  have  seven  children:  Per- 
necia.  Thomas  J.,  John,  James,  Henry  A., Jasper  U . 

: and  Charles  C.  At  present  Mr.  Pate  owns  200 
acres  of  land,  besides  having  other  important  bus- 
i iness  interests.  He  is  an  active  Democrat,  and 
has  had  a very  successful  life. 

James  Pinkerton,  the  subject  of  the  present 
sketch,  was  born  in  Troup  County,  Ga. , Septem- 
ber 3,  1833.  At  this  time  he  is  a prominent 
1 planter  of  Clay  Township,  Howard  County,  Ark., 
and  lias  enjoyed  a thoroughly  successful  life. 
John  Pinkerton,  his  father,  was  a native  of  Ala- 
bama. being  bom  in  October.  1S02.  and  dying  in 
1865.  In  1832  he  married  Miss  Eliza  Shaw,  also 
of  that  State,  and  they  had  nine  children,  of  whom 
James,  ” Benjamin,  Robert,  Jane  and  Susan  are 
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| ' living.  The  family  moved  to  Arkansas  about 
1857,  settling  in  what  is  now  Howard  County. 
The  father  and  mother  were  members  of  the  Bap- 
tist Church.  Mr.  Pinkerton  spent  his  youth  in 
Cass  County,  Ga. , attending  school  there,  and  at 
the  age  of  twenty-one  commenced  farming  for 
himself.  He  married  Miss  Essie  Y".  Stone,  of 
Carolina.  They  had  eleven  children,  of  whom 
John  F.,  Mary  J. , Elisha,  Susan,  George  AY., 
Amos  and  Robert  are  living.  Thomas  \Y.,  David 
j U. , William  H.  and  Allen  are  dead.  May  18, 
1877,  Mr.  Pinkerton  married  Miss  Melissa  J. 
Logan,  who  was  born  in  Tennessee  and  is  now  liv- 
ing. They  have  only  one  child.  Robert  IP.  Mr. 
Pinkerton  moved  upon  the  valuable  farm  he  now 
owns  in  1867.  Besides  agriculture,  bis  attention 
is  claimed  by  mercantile  business,  in  which  he  is 
exceedingly  successful.  He  is  a Democrat.  Mrs. 
Pinkerton  is  a member  of  the  Methodist  Church. 
He  is  a Master  Mason  and  a member  of  the 
Farmers’  Alliance.  His  father  was  an  ardent 
Union  man,  and  Mr.  Pinkerton  himself  did  not 
enter  the  Confederate  army  until  he  was  con- 
scripted and  forced  to  do  so. 

Lewis  M.  Poe,  merchant,  Antimony,  Ark. 
Among  the  leading  establishments  of  Antimony  is 
that  of  Lewis  M.  Poe,  which,  for  the  extent  of  its 
trade  and  the  superiority  of  its  goods,  is  entitled  to 
more  than  ordinary  prominence  and  recognition. 
Mr.  Poe  was  born  in  West  Point,  WThite  County, 
Ark.,  August  29,  1803,  and  is  the  third  of  four 
children  born  to  Elijah  H.  and  Eliza  G.  (Poe)  Poe, 
natives,  respectively,  of  Alabama  and  Tennessee. 
The  former  came  to  Arkansas  in  1818,  and  the  lat- 
ter in  1854,  and  both  settled  in  White  County, 
where  they  were  married  about  1859.  The  father 
was  the  founder  of  the  Des  Arc  Citizen,  a news- 
paper of  Des  Arc,  Ark.,  with  which  he  was  con- 
nected for  some  time,  lie  was  engaged  in  mer 
chandising  at  West  Point,  Ark.,  for  a number  of 
years  after  the  war,  and  then  moved  with  his 
family  to  Russellville,  Pope  County,  Ark.,  where  he 
carried  on  merchandising  for  four  years.  He  was 
then  elected  county  clerk  of  Pope  County,  which 
position  he  held  for  two  terms,  and  then  returned 
to  his  former  occupation  at  Dover,  Ark.  He  moved 
to  Texarkana  in  1877.  engaged  in  merchandising 
there,  and  also  ran  the  Planters’  Hotel.  He  is  at 
present  residing  in  Nashville,  Ark.  Lewis  M.  Poe 
was  principally  reared  in  Russellville,  where  he 
secured  a liberal  education,  and  when  sixteen  years 
of  age  he  started  out  for  himself  and  clerked  for  a 
year.  He  was  then  traveling  salesman  for  Horace, 
"Waters  & Co.,  of  New  York  City,  for  four  years, 

; after  which  he  studied  law,  being  admitted  to  the 


I bar  in  Dallas  County  in  1885.  He  practiced  his 
profession  two  years  in  Dallas,  but  on  account  of 
trouble  with  his  eyes  was  obliged  to  discontinue 
law.  After  this  he  embarked  in  merchandising, 

! which  he  has  since  followed  in  this  county.  He 
was  married  in  1885  to  Miss  Lou  Lane,  who  was 
born  February  14, 1869,  and  who  was  the  daughter 
! of  I.  N.  Lane,  of  Dallas,  Ark.  Three  children 
! were  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Poe,  two  now  living: 
Myrtle  E.  and  Roy  J.  Air.  Poe  is  a Master  Mason, 
having  joined  that  lodge  in  1889;  he  also  belongs 
to  Nashville  Chapter.  He  is  a Democrat  in  poli- 
| tics,  and  although  a young  man.  is  one  of  unusual 
j ability  in  the  calling  which  he  has  chosen.  Airs, 
i Poe  is  a member  of  the  Alethodist  Episcopal 
Church. 

Oscar  T.  Pope  is  at  present  successfully  en- 
I gaged  iu  managing  his  farm,  which  comprises  1,200 
acres  of  land,  400  of  which  are  under  cultivation, 

' all  being  black  land,  the  most  fertile  soil  to  be 
found  in  this  section.  He  was  born  near  Centre 
Point,  Sevier  County,  Ark.,  in  18<50,  the  sixth  of 
i seven  children  born  to  Henry  C.  and  Alartha  E. 

! (Aledlock)  Pope.  He  was  reared  to  manhood  and 
educated  in  Centre  Point,  and  in  1884  supple- 
mented the  common-school  education  he  bad  re- 
! ceived  by  a course  in  the  Commercial  College  at 
! Little  Rock,  and  at  the  age  of  sixteen  engaged  as 
a clerk  for  Meadors  & Laterman,  remaining  with 
; them  until  he  had  attained  his  twenty-first  year. 
He  was  then  appointed  to  the  position  of  deputy 
county  sheriff,  but  after  tilling  this  position  very 
' successfully  for  four  years,  he  opened  a general 
mercantile  store  at  Centre  Point,  which  he  con- 
ducted until  February  7,  1890.  He  was  married 
; on  September  22,  1886,  to  Aliss  Nellie  Hendricks, 

| a native  of  the  county,  and  daughter  of  Thomas 
j Hendricks,  an  old  settler  of  this  section,  who  died 
on  July  7,  1889.  her  grandfather  being  one  of  the 
very  earliest  settlers  of  the  region,  living  to  a very 
old  age,  and  dying  in  1882.  Air.  Pope,  after  hav- 
ing removed  to  his  present  farm,  commenced  its 
improvement,  and  upon  it  has  erected  the  tinest 
I residence  in  the  county.  He  is  a conservative 
Democrat  in  his  political  views,  is  a member  of  the 
I.  O.  O.  F.  and  the  K.  of  P.  of  Nashville.  He  be- 
longs to  an  old  and  highly  respected  family,  has  a 
magnificent  farm,  and  is  acknowledged  to  Ire  one 
of  the  representative  and  enterprising  men  of  this 
section  of  the  country.  He  and  wife  have  one 
child,  Hendricks. 

James  A.  Price.  On  Alarek  IS.  1851.  James 
A.  Price  was  born  in  what  is  now  Howard  County, 
Ark.  He  passed  his  youth  there,  attending  the 
common  schools,  and  when  twenty-one  years  of  aye 
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commenced  to  support  himself  by  agricultural  pur- 
suits. He  was  married  to  Miss  Mary  E.  Henry, 
daughter  of  William  and  Martha  Henry.  August 
2,  .1871).  Mrs.  Price  was  born  in  Arkansas,  Feb- 
ruary 10,  1853,  and  is  still  living.  They  have 
four  children:  Mary  M. , Andrew  A.,  Martha  E.,  and 
John  K.  S.  Soon  after  his  marriage  Mr.  Price 
moved  to  the  farm  where  he  now  resides,  and  owns 
340  acres  of  tine  prairie  land.  As  a Master  Mason, 
a prominent  Democrat,  and  a religious  man.  he  has 
spent  a happy  and  prosperous  life,  contributing 
liberally  to  the  welfare  of  the  district  where  he  is 
a popular  planter.  His  father,  Michael  Price,  was 
a native  of  Alabama,  born  May  15,  IS  16,  and  died 
February  3,  1873.  In  1846  he  manned  Miss  Anna 
Keystone.  Of  their  thirteen  children.  Lucinda  A.. 
James  A.,  Robert  A. , Malinda  C. , John  T. . Ander- 
son G. , Hannah  E.,  Frances  P.,  Sarah  Y.  and 
Louisa  A.  are  living  at  present. 

John  K.  Props,  born  in  Hempstead  County, 
Ark.,  January  22.  1830,  is  now  a prominent  plant- 
er of  Holley  Creek,  Howard  County,  Ark.  Plis 
father,  John  H.  Props,  a native  of  Tennessee, 
married  Miss  Line  Scoby,  also  of  that  State.  They 
had  eleven  children,  of  whom  J.  Iv.,  M.  S. , Eliza- 
beth, Sarah  B.  and  Mary  B.  are  now  living.  Mr. 
Props’  two  grandfathers  were  the  first  settlers  in 
Southern  Arkansas,  in  what  is  now  known  as 
Howard  County.  He  passed  his  youth  in  Centre 
Point,  commencing  business  on  his  own  behalf  at 
the  age  of  twenty-four.  He  was  married  to  Miss 
Nancy  E.  Briscoe,  who  was  born  February  13, 
1834,  and  died  April  30,  1857,  in  Western  Texas. 
They  had.  two  children:  Henderson  L.  and  Nancy 
C. . both  of  whom  are  dead.  Mr.  Props  married 
Miss  Hannah  Price,  July  22,  185S.  She  was  the 
daughter  of  Robert  and  Mary  Price,  and  was  born 
December  11.  1825.  Mrs.  Props  is  living  at  the 
present  writing.  Of  their  children  Montgomery  and 
Laura  C.  are  dead;  Robert  AY.  and  Cerro  Gordo  P. 
are  living.  Soon  after  his  marriage  Mr.  Props  moved 
to  Texas,  devoting  his  attention  to  agriculture,  but 
in  a short  time  returned  to  Arkansas,  settling  in  what 
was  then  Pike  County.  At  the  end  of  eleven  years 
he  sold  his  property  there,  buying  at  the  same  time 
his  present  valuable  farm  of  200  acres.  He  enlisted 
June,  1862,  in  an  Arkansas  regiment,  under  Col. 
Dawson,  but  became  disabled  from  sickness  and 
was  discharged,  after  which  he  served  with  the 
Home  Guards  until  the  close  of  the  war.  Then  he 
again  turned  his  attention  to  farming,  and  is  also 
very  much  interested  in  stock.  In  politics  he  is  a 
Democrat:  is  a member  of  the  Methodist  Church, 
and  a Master  Mason. 

George  L.  Rector  is  a prominent  merchant  of 


the  town  of  Nashville,  and  having  lived  in  this 
county  from  the  time  he  was  seven  years  of  age, 
is  well  known  and  highly  respected.  His  birth 
occurred  in  Tennessee,  in  1851,  being  the  second 
of  five  children  born  to  AA'illiam  H.  and  Augusta 
M.  (Cox)  Rector,  who  were  also  native  Tennessee- 
ans, the  former  a successful  merchant  of  Philadel- 
phia. He  began  the  battle  of  life  for  himself  when 
quite  a young  man,  and  after  his  marriage  moved 
to  Post  Oak  Springs,  where  he  did  a good  business 
for  about  live  years,  after  which  he  removed  to 
Texas,  and  a year  later  to  what  was  Hempstead 
County,  Ark",  now  Howard  County.  He  settled  on 
a farm  on  the  present  site  of  Nashville,  which  com- 
prises 200  acres  of  line  land,  and  here  ho  continued 
to  make  purchases  from  time  to  time,  until  he  be- 
came the  owner  of  800  acres.  In  1860  he  opened 
a store  in  Nashville,  being  one  of  the  first  mer- 
chants of  the  town,  and  here  he  continued  in  busi- 
ness until  be  was  closed  out  by  the  war.  In  the 
fall  of  1865  he  reopened  his  mercantile  establish- 
ment, in  partnership  with  A\  . C.  Sypert,  the  firm 
name  being  Rector  A Sypert,  and  this  connection 
lasted  until  Mr.  Rector’s  death,  in  January,  .1 S6S. 
He  was  a member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church  for  many  years,  taking  an  active  part,  and 
holding  offices  in  the  same,  but  a few  months  prior 
to  his  death  he  united  with  the  Christian  Church. 
His  widow  survives  him,  and  is  in  the  enjoyment 
of  good  health.  The  paternal  grandfather,  Jesse 
Rector,  was  a prosperous  planter,  his  land  being 
situated  on  the  Tennessee  River  in  Tennessee,  and 
here  he  passed  a quiet,  unassuming  and  truly 
Christian  life  until  his  death  in  1862.  The  imme- 
diate subject  of  this  sketch  has  been  a resident  of 
Nashville,  Ark.,  from  his  earliest  youth,  but  his 
education  was  received  in  his  native  State  and  in 
Virginia,  attending  Hiwassee  College  of  the  former 
State  and  Emery  and  Henry  of  the  latter.  He  then 
spent  three  years  as  a clerk  in  a shoe  store  in 
Louisville,  lvv.,  thus  laying  the  foundation  for  his 


business  education.  In  1876  he  returned  to  Nash- 
ville. Ark.,  and,  in  partnership  with  F.  P.  Holt, 
opened  a general  supply  store,  which  he  continued 
for  one  year,  at  the  end  of  which  time  he  formed 
a partnership  with  J.  G.  \\  . Vowel],  the  name  of 
the  firm  being  Rector  *fc  AM  well  for  six  years. 
They  were  very  successful  during  this  time,  but 
Mr.  Rector  withdrew  and  started  a hardware  busi- 
ness, now  known  as  the  Rector  Hardware  Com- 
pany, his  stock  being  valued  at  817,000.  lie  keeps 
all  kinds  of  fanning  implements,  including  car- 
riages. buggies  and  wagons,  and  he  also  sells,  entire 
saw-mill  plants,  and  has  a trade  that  extends 
throughout  the  adjoining  counties  and  into  Indian 
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Territory.  His  annual  sales  amount  to  $40,000. 
He  is  an  earnest  advocate  of  public  schools,  and  is 
at  the  head  of  all  enterprises  that  promise  to  Irene- 
lit  Nashville,  and  was  an  earnest  worker  for  the 
building  of  the  railroad  through  the  county,  being 
sent  to  Memphis  at  the  railroad  convention.  He 
is  a member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
and  his  wife, who  was  formerly  Miss  Willie  Kelley, 
and  whom  he  married  in  1883,  is  an  Episcopalian. 
She  was  born  in  Missouri,  a daughter  of  Dr.  Will- 
iam Kelley,  who  was  a surgeon  in  the  Confederate 
army  and  died  while  in  the  service.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Rector  are  the  parents  of  four  children:  Henry, 
Nellie,  Lillian  and  Jesse. 

Jesse  N.  Rector,  is  a wide-awake  young  busi- 
ness man  of  Nashville,  Ark.,  and  is  the  owner  of  a 
well-appointed  drug  store  at  this  point.  His  birth 
occurred  in  Nashville,  in  1861,  he  being  the  young- 
est. of  five  children  born  to  William  Id.  and  Augusta 
M.  (Cox)  Rector  [see  sketch  of  George  L.  Rector], 
His  education  was  acquired  in  the  public  schools  of 
Nashville,  and  Hiwassee  College  in  East  Tennessee, 
and  after  graduating  from  this  institution,  he  re- 
turned to  Nashville  and  engaged  in  the  drug  busi- 
ness on  quite  an  extensive  scale.  By  his  honest)-,  fair 
dealing  with  all,  and  strict  attention  to  the  details 
of  his  business,  he  has  built  up  one  of  the  largest 
trades  in  his  line  in  this  section  of  the  State,  doing 
also  a jobbing  business  with  leading  merchants  in 
a number  of  adjoining  counties  and  in  Indian  Ter- 
ritory. His  stock  of  some  86,000  is  well  selected, 
and  comprises  a complete  line  of  drugs,  toilet  arti- 
cles, paints,  oils,  books,  jewelry  and  fancy  goods, 
his  annual  sales  amounting  to  from  $12,000  to  $15.- 
000.  In  1888  he  became  one  of  the  partners  in 
the  mercantile  establishment  of  Yowell  Bros,  .after 
which  the  firm  name  was  changed  to  Yowell  Bros. 
& Rector.  Although  a comparatively  young  man, 
Mr.  Rector  has  done  much  for  the  advancement 
and  materia]  interest  of  the  town,  and  being  a pub- 
lic-spirited. intelligent  and  generous  young  man,  a 
useful  and  honorable  career  is  opened  before  him. 

Samuel  D.  Reeder  is  a native  of  Alabama,  and 
was  born  in  Lauderdale  County,  April  1 . 1837.  His 
father,  Thomas  Reeder,  was  born  in  South  Carolina 
May  1,  1805,  and  about  1832  was  married  to  Miss 
Louisa  Fowler,  of  Alabama.  Mr.  Reeder  died 
February  2,  1875,  after  losing  his  wife  September 
IS,  1864.  Of  their  twelve  children,  only  Samuel 
D.,  Joshua,  Martha,  Margaret,  Fanny,  Joseph, 
Daniel  and  Mary  are  now  living.  He  was  mar- 
ried, the  second  time,  to  Mrs.  Harriet  Page,  of  Ar- 
kansas, in  1866,  and  bv  this  marriage  had  one 
child,  Anna  S.,  who  is  living  at  the  present  time. 
The  family  moved  to  Arkansas  in  1849,  and  the 


subject  of  this  sketch  spent  his  school  days  in 
! Hempstead  County,  attending  the  common  schools, 
and  at  the  age  of  twenty-one  commenced  to  work 
for  himself,  turning  his  attention  to  farming.  On 
November  29,  I860,  he  married  Miss  Louisa  Wylie, 

I a daughter  of  Elias  and  Sarah  Wylie,  who  were  mar- 
married  in  Alabama  about  1835,  and  had  ten  cliil- 
; dren,  of  whom  Adeline,  Jane,  Mary.  Louisa,  Martha 
U. , Thomas  and  James  are  now  living.  Mr.  Reeder 
| enlisted  in  the  Twentieth  Arkansas  Infantry.  Con- 
federate States  Army,  in  1861;  was  in  the  battles  of 
Vicksburg, v Corinth,  Jenkins’  Ferry  and  various 
( others,  and  was  slightly  wounded  by  a ball  at 
j Vicksburg.  Surrendering  in  1864 '.at  Jefferson, 
j Tex. , he  returned  home,  physically  broken  up.  Af- 
j ter  hiring  out  and  gathering  a few  stock  he,  in 
in  1876.  bought  the  farm  upon  which  be  now  lives, 

I and  which  contains  385  acres.  Besides  this,  Mr. 
Reeder  is  the  owner  of  385  acres  of  valuable  land 
in  saline  and  480  acres  in  black  land:  also  a stock 
ranch  of  285  acres  in  black  sandy  land.  He  raises 
! stock  very  extensively,  having  among  his  possessions 
some  fine  Kentucky  breeders,  and  a number  of 
valuable  mules,  and  expects  to  greatly  increase  his 
already  prosperous  business  during  the  coming 
year.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Reeder  had  thirteen  children, 
two  of  whom  died  before  being  named.  Walter, 
Thomas  and  James  L.  are  dead,  and  Lydia,  Will- 
iam, Emma.  Ella,  Demetra,  May,  Anna  and  Joseph 
are  still  living. 

Dr.  William  W.  Reese,  physician,  Centre  Point, 
Ark.  Dr.  Reese  is  well  established  as  a physician 
i of  merit  and  true  worth  in  Howard  County,  and  has 
won  the  confidence  and  esteem  of  all  in  the  county. 
He  was  born  in  Liberty,  Bedford  County,  Va..  on 
October  9,  1826,  and  was  the  eldest  of  ten  chil- 
dren born  to  James  R.  and  Annie  (Jones)  Reese, 

; natives  of  Virginia.  The  father  was  born  May  12, 
1800,  and  the  mother  was  born  the  same  year. 
i They  were  married  in  their  native  State  in 
1821,  resided  there  for  twelve  years,  and  then 
; moved  to  Tennessee,  where  they  made  their  home 
! until  1870.  They  then  came  to  Arkansas  and 
j there  passed  the  closing  scenes  of  their  lives,  the 
mother  dying  May  S.  1886,  and  the  father  Sep- 
tember 12,  1888.  They  were  buried  at  Corinth, 
Ark.  The  father  was  a farmer,  and  he  and  wife 
were  members  of  the  Christian  Church.  Dr.  M ill- 
iam  W.  Reese  was  reared  in  Tennessee,  received 
a good  English  education  in  the  common  schools, 
and  when  grown,  began  life  as  an  agriculturist. 
This  he  has  since  continued  to  follow,  and  is  now 
the  owner  of  a good  farm.  He  studied  medicine 
in  his  native  State,  began  practicing  in  Arkansas. 

: and  this  has  since  continued  in  connection  with  his 
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farming  interest.  His  first  marriage  was  to  Miss 
Nancy  Calhoun  December  11,  1844,  and  seven 
children  were  born  to  this  marriage:  Granville 

L.  (deceased),  William  13.,  James  R.  (deceased), 
Jordan  LA,  Thomas  J. , Newton  J.  and  Leonidas 
L.  Mrs.  Reese  died  in  18G4,  and  in  1865  Mr. 
Reese  took  for  his  second  wife  Mrs.  Mary  E. 
(Morton)  Sutton,  a native  of  Tennessee,  who  bore 
him  live  children,  all  living:  Mary  E. , James  R. , 

David  D.,  Sarah  C.  and  Wiley  AY.  Sarah  C.  was 
married  February  4,  1889,  to  Mr.  James  R.  Hen- 
derson, a farmer.  James  R.  married  Miss  Lucy 
Campbell  in  1SS9.  In  1802  the  Doctor  enlisted  in 
the  Confederate  army,  Nineteenth  Arkansas  Regi- 
ment, as  a private,  and  served  in  that  capacity  a 
portion  of  the  time  during  the  war.  He  was  in 
the  battle  of  Elkhorn,  and  after  cessation  of  hostil- 
ities he  returned  to  his  home  in  Arkansas.  He  is 
active  in  politics,  votes  with  the  Democratic  party, 
and  was  elected  magistrate,  serving  in  that  capac- 
ity for  about  fourteen  years.  He  was  also  associate- 
justice  in  Pike  County  for  two  years.  He  is  at 
present  school  director,  and  has  held  that  position 
for  sir  years.  He  is  a Master  Mason,  and  he  and 
family  are  members  of  the  Christian  Church.  His 
farm  consists  of  about  340  acres,' with  200  acres 
under  cultivation.  The  Doctor  has  never  been  a 
witness  in  court,  nor  had  a legal  case,  and  he  has 
avoided  taking  any  oath,  except  as  an  official. 

S.  13.  Reese,  farmer,  Nashville,  Ark.  Mr. 
Reese,  another  of  the  many  successful  and  thor- 
ough-going agriculturists  of  the  county,  is  a na- 
tive of  this  county  (then  Pike  County),  his  birth 
occurring  April  2,  1857,  and  is  the  seventh  of 
twelve  children  born  to  J.  G.  and  Katie  (Womack) 
Reese,  who  were  natives  of  Bedford  County, 
Tenn.  The  parents  were  married  in  their  native 
State,  and  about  1S50  emigrated  to  Arkansas,  and 
settled  in  Pike  County.  At  present  they  are  living 
near  Centre  Point,  this  county.  Of  the  twelve 

children  born  to  this  union,  six  are  now  livino-  and 
. ^ 
are  residents  of  this  county.  S.  13.  Reese  received 

a good  English  education  in  the  common  country 
schools,  and  at  the  age  of  twenty-one  years  began 
working  for  himself  as  an  agriculturist,  and  this 
has  since  received  his  attention.  He  is  at  present 
the  owner  of  481  acres  of  land,  and  has  200  acres 
under  cultivation.  He  is  progressive  in  his  ideas, 
and  has  all  the  latest  improved  machinery  to 
lighten  the  labor  of  the  farm.  Mr.  Reese  was 
married  in  1ST  t to  Miss  Carrie  Waits,  the  daugh- 
ter of  Dr.  Waits,  who  was  a prominent  physician 
in  his  time.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Reese  have  been 
born  five  children,  only  two  now  living:  Ota  and 

r » to 

Katie  M. , both  at  home.  Mr.  Reese  is  (mite  active 


in  politics,  and  votes  with  the  Democratic  party. 
He  and  wife  are  members  of  the  Christian  Church. 

J.  J.  Roberson  is  a distiller  of  Nashville,  Ark., 
and  was  born  in  what  is  now  Howard  County  in 
1857.  being  the  youngest  of  ten  children  born  to 
Benjamin  J.  and  Nancy  (Messer)  Roberson,  the 
former  born  in  North  Carolina  and  the  latter  in 
Arkansas.  The  father  removed  to  the  latter  State 
about  1825,  and  settled  in  what  is  now  Howard 
Count)',  this  being  when  he  was  about  twenty-two 
years  of  age,  and  here  he  began  farming  and  after- 
ward married.  He  is  still  a resident  of  Howard 
County,  and  lias  for  many  years  been  an  active 
member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  his 
wife,  who  died  in  1879.  being  also  a member.  J. 
J.  Roberson  was  reared  on  his  father's  farm, 
attending  the  common  schools,  and  at  the  age  of 
twenty-three  years,  after  the  death  of  his  mother, 
he  began  clerking  in  stores  at  Fulton,  continuing 
with  various  firms  for  about  three  years,  then  came 
to  Nashville  and  engaged  with  J.  F.  Smith.  After 
being  with  him  three  years  and  with  other  firms 
until  1889.  he  purchased  property  near  the  town 
and  erected  his  distillery,  and  now  has  in  operation 
three  stills,  their  capacity  being  twenty-five  gallons 
daily.  For  a short  time  during  the  spring  of  1889 
lie  made  1,073  gallons  of  whisky  and  470  gallons 
of  brandy,  and  is  making  preparations  to  greatly 
increase  his  business  the  coming  fall.  He  erected 
five  buildings  on  his  place,  and  his  distillery  is  regis- 
tered 158.  He  is  associated  in  business  with  M. 
A.  Morris,  who  is  a man  of  experience  in  this  line 
of  business.  Their  plant  is  an  excellent  one,  and 
being  well  located  near  the  town,  and  the  only  dis- 
tillery in  the  county,  it  is  doing  a pushing  trade. 
Mr.  Roberson  is  a member  of  the  Masonic  frater- 
nity, Centre  Point  Lodge  No.  87. 

William  C.  Rodgers  is  a well-known  lawyer  of 
this  section,  and  is  associated  in  the  practice  of  his 
profession  with  W.  P.  Feazel,  the  name  of  the 
firm,  being  Feazel  A Rodgers.  The  latter  was 
born  in  Van  Zandt  County,  Tex.,  October  15. 
1803,  and  was  the  first  born  of  a family  of  six 
children  of  Benjamin  K.  and  Sarah  A.  (Adams) 
Rodgers,  who  were  native  Tennesseeans.  They 
were  married  in  1862,  in  Most  Point,  Ark.,  and  at 
once  moved  to  Texas,  where  they  lived  until  the 
end  of  the  Civil  War.  They  afterward  returned  to 
Arkansas,  and  settled  in  White  County,  but  in 
January,  1830,  moved  to  Howard  County,  where 
Mr.  Rodgers  has  followed  the  occupation  of  a book- 
keeper. William  C.  Rodgers  received  the  princi- 
pal part  of  his  early  education  in  the  public  schools 
of  White  County  where  he  was  raised,  but  at  the 
age  of  twenty-one  he  became  a book-keeper  and 
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collector  for  a firm  in  Little  Rock.  He  bad  been 
for  some  time  privately  studying  law,  but  in  1886 
entered  the  office  of  Mr.  Teazel  as  a student,  and 
in  July.  1SS7,  was  admitted  to  the  bar,  and  the  fol- 
lowing fall  was  taken  in  as  a partner  by  his  for- 
mer preceptor.  They  constitute  one  of  the  wide- 
awake firms  of  the  county,  and  have  a thorough 
knowledge  of  their  calling.  Mr.  Rodgers  prom- 
ises to  become  an  influential  attorney.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  Episcopal  Church. 

Gen.  Robert  Glenn  Shaver  is  a prominent  law- 
yer of  Nashville,  Ark.,  and  was  born  in  Sullivan 
County,  Tenn. . April  IS,  1831,  the  third  of  four 
children  born  to  David  and  Martha  (May)  Shaver, - 
who  were  born  in  North  Carolina  and  Tennessee, 
respectively.  The  paternal  grandfather  was  a na- 
tive of  Saxony,  Germany,  and  came  to  the  United 
States  prior  to  the  opening  of  the  Revolutionary 
War,  soon  after  his  arrival  marrying  a lady  from 
Alsace,  France.  At  the  opening  of  the  above- 
mentioned  war,  he  raised  a company,  and  was 
killed  at  the  battle  of  Gate’s  Depot,  leaving,  be- 
sides his  widow,  two  children,  the  elder  of  whom 
was  David  Shaver.  After  a few  years  his  mother 
died,  and  then  he,  with  his  younger  brother,  Mi- 
chael, went  to  East  Tennessee,  and  there  made  his 
home  from  1802  to  1850.  when  he  sold  his  prop- 
erty there  and  moved  to  Eatesville,  where  he  died  in 
1857.  The  ancestral  name  was  originally  spelled 
Schaeffer,  but  about  1820  David  Shaver  had  it 
changed.  The  maternal  grandfather  was  Dr.  Sam- 
uel  May,  who  was  a member  of  the  famous  May 
family  of  England.  He  came  to  America  at  the 
close  of  the  Revolutionary  War.  landed  at  Savan- 
nah, Ga.,  and  purchased  200,000  acres  of  land 
from  the  State,  for  which  he  paid  810,000,  this 
land  being  located  where  the  city  of  Huntsville, 
Ala.,  is  now  situated.  The  State  afterward  re- 
fused to  fulfill  its  part  of  the  bargain,  and  Dr. 
May  then  moved  to  East  Tennessee,  where  he  soon 
married  the  only  daughter  of  Gen.  Ivan  Shelby,  and 
practiced  his  profession  until  his  death,  which  oc- 
curred at  quite  au  advanced  age.  The  subject  of 
this  sketch  was  reared  on  a farm  near  the  Ten- 
nessee and  Virginia  line,  and  attended  school  at- 
home,  and  in  the  Emery  and  Henry  College,  of 
the  latter  State,  remaining  in  this  institution  from 
1810  to  1 850,  at  which  time  he  came  to  Arkansas 
with  his  parents,  and  at  once  begau  the  study  of 
law,  and  soon  after  was  admitted  to  the  bar.  In 
1855  he  moved  to  Lawrence  County,  where  he 
made  his  home  until  the  opening  of  the  Rebellion. 
In  May,  1801.  he  received  an  order  from  the 'au- 
thorities of  Arkansas  to  raise  a regiment,  which  he 
immediately  proceeded  to  do,  and  his  regiment, 


the  Seventh,  was  the  first  one  raised  in  the  Y\  bite 
River  Valley.  This  was  organized  at.  Smithville, 
June  10,  1 SOL,  and  Mr.  Shaver  was  chosen  colonel, 
and  was  ordered  to  Tillman’s  Ferry,  Ark.,  from 
there  to  Point  Pleasant,  thence  on  a steamboat  to 
Columbus,  Ivy.,  and  from  there  to  Bowling  Green. 
At  the  reorganization  of  the  army,  he  was  placed  in 
charge  of  the  Third  Brigade  of  Dard.ee’ s division, 
and,  retreating  from  Bowling  Green,  he  brought 
up  the  rear  to  Nashville  and  Murfreesboro,  where 
he  was  relieved  of  the  command  of  the  brigade, 
and  his  regiment  was  transferred  to  Hindman’s 
brigade,  the  First  Arkansas.  Hindman  was  after- 
ward promoted,  and  Mr.  Shaver  was  assigned  to 
the  command  of  his  brigade,  which  he  command- 
ed at  the  battle  of  Shiloh,  his  brigade  being  the 
one  to  open  the  fight.  During  this  bloody  en- 
gagement he  was  slightly  wounded,  and  had  four 
horses  killed  under  him.  After  this  battle  lie  re- 
treated to  Corinth,  then  to  Tupelo,  and  from  there 
he  was  ordered  to  the  Trans- Mississippi  Depart- 
ment. He  reached  Little  Rock  on  July  4.  1802, 
and  was  ordered  to  establish  a camp  at  Pine  Bluff, 
and  near  that  place,  at  Camp  Sulphur,  where  he 
remained  until  the  following  September,  then  went 
to  Pocohontas  to  take  charge  of  McBride  s bri- 
gade. We  next  find  him  in  Yellville,  then  in  Fort 
Smith,  where  the  battle  of  Prairie  Grove  was 
fought,  and  from  there  he  went  to  Little  Rock, 
thence  to  Louisiana  in  1863,  and  after  the  fall  of 
Vicksburg  returned  to  Arkansas  and  camped  at 
Arkadelphia.  He  was  there  detached  for  special 
dutv  in  the  White  River  Valley,  and  there  remained 
until  the  following  March,  when  he  joined  his  bri- 
gade at  Shreveport,  La.,  and  was  elected  colonel 
of  two  regiments.  He  led  them  in  all  the  en- 
gagements of  the  Red  River  campaign,  and  his 
brigade  opened  the  battle  of  Jenkins’  Ferry.  He 
was  assigned  to  the  post  at  Camden,  remaining 
there  until  March,  1805,  wheh  he  was  ordered  to 
Texas.  He  surrendered  at  Shreveport,  La.,  June 
y,  1865.  He  went  to  his  farm  in  Jackson  County, 
but  ou  account  of  trouble  with  Clayton's  militia  he 
was  compelled  to  leave  the  country  in  I860,  and 
went  to  Honduras,  Central  America,  where  he  made 
his  home  until  1873.  He  then  returned  to  Arkau 
sas,  and  soon  after  was  appointed  sheriff  of  the 
newly  organized  county  of  Howard,  and  held  this 
office  until  the  next  general  election,  when  he  re- 
tired from  office  and  began  the  practice  of  law. 
and  is  now  one  of  the  leading  professional  men  of 
this  section.  He  was  married  June  9,  1856,  to  Miss 
Adelaide  Louise  Ringgold,  a daughter  of  Col.  John 
Ringgold,  who  was  one  of  the  first  settlers  of  Bates  - 
ville,  and  a member  of  the  Constitutional  Couven- 
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tion  in  1836.  Mrs.  Shaver  died  on  October  19, 

1889,  having  borne  a family  of  eight  children: 
Lucretia  Shelby  (wife  of  Col.  P.  B.  Williams,  a 
planter  of  Little  River  County),  James  David  (the 
present  member  of  the  Legislature  from  Howard 
County),  Martha  May,  Adelaide  Ringgold.  Robert 
G. , Jr.,  Maud.  Charles  Edgar  (who  died  at  the 
age  of  one  year),  and  Percy  Noland  (who  died 
when  two  years  of  age). 

Hon.  James  D.  Shaver,  attorney,  Centre  Poin 
Ark.  Prominent  among  the  young  men  of  How 
ard  County,  whose  career  thus  far  has  been  both 
honorable  and  successful,  is  the  subject  of  the 
present  sketch.  He  was  born  at  Reed's  Creek, 
Ark.,  on  February  28,  1861,  and  is  the  second  of 
eight  children  born  to  Col.  R.  G.  and  Adelaide  L. 
(Ringgold)  Shaver,  the  father  a native  of  Sullivan 
County,  Tenn.,  and  the  mother  of  Batesville,  Ark. 
The  father  resides  at  Nashville,  Ark.,  and  is  a 
noted  representative  of  the  legal  profession.  He 
figured  conspicuously  in  the  late  war.  James  D. 
Shaver  attained  his  growth  in  Arkansas,  and  re- 
ceived  a good  practical  education  in  the  common 
schools,  which  he  increased  very  materially  by  his 
individual  efforts.  He  began  the  study  of  law 
under  his  father  in  1882,  and  in  1884  was  admit- 
ted to  the  bar  at  Centre  Point,  practicing  his  pro- 
fession in  partnership  with  his  father  until  1889. 
Then  by  mutual  consent  they  dissolved  partner- 
ship, James  D.  remaining  in  Centre  Point,  where 
he  has  since  practiced  by  himself.  "While  with 
his  father  in  the  law  business,  they  were  engaged 
by  the  defendants  in  the  noted  Brooks  murder 
case,  in  which  they  cleared  their  clients.  They 
were  also  engaged  in  the  Bussell  murder  case,  in 
which  the  jury  failed  to  agree.  He  was  elected  to 
represent  this  county  on  the  Democratic  ticket  in 
the  General  Assembly  for  the  term  of  l'SSS  and 

1890,  and  to  say  that  his  official  duties  were  dis- 
charged in  a satisfactory  manner  would  be  super- 
fluous, for  it  is  known  that,  his  career  in  the 
House  was  a marked  one.  He  introduced  a bill 
for  an  amendment  to  the  constitution  changing 
the  mode  and  manner  of  levying  and  collecting 
school  tax,  in  the  passage  of  which  he  was  unsuc- 
cessful. He  also  introduced  a > bill  putting  all 
writings  under  seal  upon  the  same  footings  as 
writings  not  under  seal,  so  far  as  statute  of  limita- 
tion is  concerned.  This  bill  became  a law.  Mr. 
Shaver  was  married,  on  December  16,.  iSS-f.  to 
Miss  Sallie  H.  Borden,  an  accomplished  lady  of 
Somerset,  Ivv. , and  a daughter  of  the  late  Benja- 
min J.  Borden,  who  was  for  a number  of  years 
editor  of  the  Little  Rock  Gazette.  'Mr.  Borden 
was  for  some  time  principal  of  the  high  school  at 


Tulip,  and  also  filled  a chair  at  the  Fayetteville 
University.  Early  in  life  he  was  engaged  in  the 
legal  profession,  and  was  at  one  time  Supreme 
Court  reporter.  Later  he  became  a celebrated 
local  divine  in  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 
He  died  in  1888  at  the  age  of  seventy-four  years.  To 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Shaver  has  been  born  one  bright 
boy,  Robert  Benjamin.  Mr.  Shaver  is  a Demo- 
crat. and  takes  an  active  part  in  politics,  having 
served  as  chairman  of  the  Democratic  Central 
Committee.  He  lias  also  filled  the  position  of 
mayor  of  Centre  Point  two  terms. 

Fountain  T,  Shepherd,  a prominent  citizen  of 
Nashville,  Ark.,  owes  his  nativity  to  Christian 
County,  Ivy.,  where  he  was  born  in  1847,  being  the 
youngest  in  a family  of  seven  children  born  to 
Charles  A.  and  Susan  (Hopson)  Shepherd,  born  in 
Virginia  and  Kentucky,  respectively.  The  paternal 
ancestors  were  Scotch,  and  in  colonial  times  came 
to  America  and  settled  at  Orange  Court  House,  Ya  , 
at  which  place  the  great-grandfather  died.  The 
grandfather  was  one  of  the  pioneers  of  Kentucky, 
and  became  a very  wealthy  and  prominent  citizen 
of  that  State.  Charles  A.  Shepherd  was  fourteen 
years  of  age  on  his  arrival  in  Kentucky,  and  in 
connection  with  his  father,  his  early  life  was  devoted 
to  farming  and  stock-raising.  The  State  of  Arkan- 
sas became  his  home  in  1861,  a settlement  being- 
made  on  Red  River,  and  here  he  resided  for  four 
years,  when  he  made  a trip  west  for  the  benefit  of 
his  health,  and  passed  from  life  in  Nevada  in  1880. 
Fountain  T.  Shepherd  remained  in  Kentucky, 
attending  the  common  schools  until  he  attained 
the  age  of  fourteen  years,  then  came  with  his  par- 
ents to  Arkansas,  and  settled  in  what  was  then 
Sevier  County,  which  continued  to  be  his  home 
until  1867.  when  he  opened  a distillery  at  Mineral 
Springs.  At  the  end  of  two  years  he  gave  up  this 
business  and  came  to  Nashville,  and  in  1879  began 
merchandising,  the  name  of  the  firm  being  Yowell, 
Rector  & Shepherd.  This  connection  lasted  two 
years,  after  which  Mr.  Shepherd  turned  his  atten- 
tion to  farming,  and  in  1871  purchased  a farm  of 
200  acres  at  the  edge  of  the  town,  a portion  of 
which  is  now  within  the  corporation,  and  is  one  of 
the  most  valuable  ones  in  the  vicinitv.  There  be- 
ing no  hotel  in  the  place  when  he  first  came  here. 
Mr.  Shepherd  accommodated  travelers  throughout 
this  section  and  entertained  the  first  drummer  that 
ever  came  to  the  place,  which  was  about  the  year 
1874.  From  that  time  until  1881  his  house  was 
the  headquarters  and  a home  for  the  traveling 
public,  but  at  that  time  he  erected  a large  livery 
barn,  the  first  one  put  up  in  the  town.  In  1883 
ho  secured  the  contract  to  carry  the  mail  from 
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Washington  to  Centre  Point,  and  he  immediately 
put  on  a large  omnibus  and  carried  many  pas- 
sengers. His  residence  which  he  caused  to  be 
erected  in  1888  is  beautifully  situated  on  a natural 
building  site,  and  is  one  of  the  pleasantest  and 
most  hospitable  homes  in  Nashville.  He  has  an 
excellent  orchard  of  all  kinds  of  fruit  common  to 
this  region,  and  of  his  farm  has  sixty  acres  under 
cultivation,  a considerable  portion  of  the  rest  being- 
devoted  to  city  lots.  His  marriage,  which  occurred 
in  October,  1801).  was  to  Miss  Martha  E.  Rector,  a 
daughter  of  William  Rector,  one  of  the  earliest 
settlers  of  this  region.  She  is  a cultured  and  re- 
fined lady,  and  her  children  have  inherited  many 
of  her.  as  well  as  their  father’s,  worthy  character- 
istics. Maggie  S. . their  eldest  child,  is  an  intelli- 
gent and  graceful  young  lady,  and  possesses  a rare 
gift  for  music,  a taste  which  has  been  developed  to 
the  utmost  by  education  and  practice.  Mary  Y.  is 
their  next  child,  and  Willie  is  their  youngest1. 
Mrs.  Shepherd  and  her  daughters  are  members  of 
the  Christian  Church. 

Franklin  Smith,  another  prominent  agricultur- 
ist residing  in  Howard  County,  is  a native-born 
resident  of  the  State,  his  birth  occurring  in  Hemp- 
stead County,  near  Washington,  October  1,  1827. 
His  father,  Nathan  13.  Smith,  was  a native  of 
Connecticut,  born  September  3,  1791.  and  the 
mother,  whose  maiden  name  was  Elvira  Stow,  was 
a native  of  North  Carolina,  born  April  19.  1801. 
The  parents  were  married  September  28,  1820,  in 
Hempstead  County,  and  to  them  were  born  eleven 
children,  four  of  whom  are  living:  Wilbur,  Harriet 
and  Annie.  The  mother  died  May  25,  1865,  and 
the  father  August  27,  1867.  The  father  entered 
land  in  Hempstead  County,  and  was  one  of  the 
first  resident  physicians  of  the  same.  He  was,  for 
many  years,  the  only  physician  in  that  county  that 
had  a diploma.  He  was  a graduate  of  Fairfield 
Academy,  a noted  medical  school  of  New  York,  and 
practiced  under  the  celebrated  Dr.  Hull,  of  New 
York,  one  of  the  prominent  physicians  of  his  day. 
Dr.  Smith  kept  a meteorological  journal  for  twenty- 
six  years,  and  also  kept  a record  of  the  rainfall  in 
his  locality  for  a number  of  years.  These  records 
he  afterward  presented  to  the  Smithsonian  Institute. 
Franklin  Smith  received  a good  education  in  his 
native  county,  and  remained  under  the  parental 
roof  until  thirty- one  years  of  age.  He  was  married. 
January  19,  i860,  to  Miss  Matilda  J.  Taylor,  a 
native  of  Arkansas,  and  the  daughter  of  Daniel 
and  -Jane  (Russell)  Taylor.  Mrs.  Smith  was  born 
June  J.  1810,  and  died  September  28,  1 886. 
Seven  children  were  born  to  this  union:  Nathan 
(born  August  1.  1801),  Franklin  (born  Januarv  ill. 


1807,  and  died  September  28,  1870),  Duckett  (born 
February  19,  1809),  Nannie  (born  June  1,  1872), 
Alary  (born  July  11, 1871),  Harvey  (born  September 
13,  1879),  and  an  infant  who  died  unnamed.  On 
: January  19,  1862,  Air.  Smith  enlisted  in  Felder’s 
battery,  Light  Artillery,  Confederate  Army,  and 
served  as  a private  until  the  close  of  the  war.  He 
was  in  the  battles  of  Helena  and  Pleasant  Hill. 
Returning  home  after  the  war,  he  engaged  in  cul- 
tivating the  soil,  and  moved  on  his  present  farm, 
consisting  of  280  acres  with  seventy-live  acres  under 
cultivation,  in  January,  1878.  He  is  active  in 
politics,  votes  with  the  Democratic  party,  and 
served  as  justice  of  the  peace  six  years.  While 
holding  this  position,  he  had  two  noted  civil 
cases,  one  occupying  two  weeks,  and  the  other 
remarkable  for  the  number  of  committals,  having 
committed  forty-two  of  the  negroes  concerned  in  the 
Wyatt  riot.  The  last  session  of  school  that  Air. 
Smith  attended  in  AY ashington, Hempstead  County, 
was  remarkable  from  the  fact,  that  among  the 
students  were  the  following:  JudgeS.  W.  YYilliams. 
of  Little  Rock;  A.  B.  Williams,  of  the  Utah 
commission;  Hon.  G.  W.  Williamson,  of  Shreve- 
port, La.  ; Rev.  James  Paxton,  a prominent 
: Baptist  divine  of  Louisiana,  and  Dr.  J.  S.  Burt,  of 
Charleston,  Ark.  Air.  Smith  is  a member  of  the 
Alethodist  Episcopal  Church,  and  is  a liberal  sup- 
porter of  all  religious  and  educational  institutions. 

J.  F.  Smith  is  a prominent  merchant  of  the 
firm  of  Smith  & Alillwee,  and  was  born  in  Aladison 
County,  Ark.,  in  18-13.  being  the  sixth  of  a family 
of  seven  children  born  to  the  marriage  of  Ben- 
jamin F.  Smith  and  Lucre! ia  Logue,  native  Ten- 
nesseeans, who  emigrated  to  Arkansas  at  an  early 
day,  being  among  the  pioneer  settlers  of  the 
northwest  part,  of  the  State.  They  settled  on  a 
farm,  and  both  parents  died  when  the  subject  of 
this  sketch  was  a small  child.  The  most  of  his 
youth  was  passed  with  an  elder  sister,  but  the  edu- 
cational advantages  he  received  were  quite  limited. 
At  the  opening  of  the  Rebellion  he  eulisted  in  the 
company  of  Capt.  Reef,  of  Gen.  AIcCollough's 
guard,  in  the  Confederate  army,  and  was  in  the 
engagements  at  Dug  Springs  and  Oak  Hill,  after 
which  his  company  was  disbanded.  He  next  en- 
listed with  Capt.  Brooks,  after  which  ho  was  at 
Elkhorn,  and  from  there  was  transferred  east  of 
the  Alississippi  River  and  operated  in  the  vicinity 
of  Mississippi  and  Tennessee,  until  a short  time 
prior  to  the  siege  of  Yicksburg,  when  he  went 
to  that  place,  and  was  there  during  the  engage- 
ments. He  was  paroled  at  that  time,  came,  west 
of  the  Alississippi,  and  after  being  exchanged  was 
with  Gen.  Price  ou  bis  celebrated  raid  through 
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Missouri,  Arkansas  and  Kansas.  He  participated 
in  all  the  battles  of  that  campaign,  and  was  on  act- 
ive duty  until  the  close  of  the  war.  He  resided 
in  Texas  for  a few  months  after  the  Rebellion, 
then  started  to  return  to  his  home  in  Washington 
County,  but  stopped  at  the  Mineral  Springs,  in  what 
is  now  Howard  County,  and  being  pleased  with 
the  country  decided  to  make  it  his  future  home. 
After  farming  for  two  years,  in  the  fall  of  1867  he 
engaged  in  merchandising  at  Mineral  Springs  in 
partnership  with  13.  May.  an  old  citizen  of  that 
section,  and  has  followed  that  occupation  with 
success  ever  since,  but  has  followed  that  calling  in 
Nashville  since  the  spring  of  1884,  the  present 
partnership  being  formed  the  following  spring. 
On  his  arrival  in  Nashville  he  erected  his  present 
large  store  building,  50x100  feet,  with  a ware- 
house attached,  and  carries  a stock  of  goods  valued 
at  from  §20,000  to  825,000,  their  annual  business 
amounting  to  from  §75,000  to  $100,000.  They  keep 
a general  stock  of  goods  and  deal  quite  extensively 
in  farm  products.  Mr.  Smith  has  a neat  and 
comfortable  dwelling,  besides  1.500  acres  of  land 
in  Sevier  County,  600  acres  of  which  are  now  un- 
der cultivation.  He  was  married  in  1866  to  Miss 
Lizzie  May  (a  native  of  Tennessee),  but  her  death 
occurred  in  1874,  the  issue  of  their  union  being 
three  children:  Mamye,  Clarence  (who  died  at  the 
age  of  ten  years  and  six  months),  aud  Jimmie  Davis 
(who  died  when  fourteen  months  old).  In  the  sum- 
mer of  1875  Mr.  Smith  took  for  his  second  wife 
Mrs.  Mary  Barker,  nee  Millwee.  a daughter  of 
Pinkney  Millwee,  an  old  pioneer  of  Sevier  Coun- 
ty. Mr.  Smith  is  a member  of  Pleasant  Valley 
Lodge  No.  30,  of  the  A.  F.  & A.  M. , and  also  be- 
longs to  Nashville  Lodge  No.  30,  of  the  lv.  of  P. 
Mr.  Smith  has  always  been  a supporter  of  public 
schools,  and  in  his  political  preferences  is  a Demo- 
crat. As  a merchant  he  has  been  wonderfully 
successful,  but  fully  deserves  his  good  fortune,  for 
he  has  been  industrious,  enterprising  and  honest. 

John  M.  Somervell  is  the  county  and  circuit 
clerk  of  Howard  County,  Ark.,  and  was  born  in 
Hardeman  County,  Tenn..  January  23,  1843.  being 
the  sixth  of  eleven  children  born  to  Willis  L.  and 
Mary  A.  (Martin)  Somervell,  the  former  of  whom 
was  a successful  planter  of  Tennessee,  and  moved 
to  Arkansas  in  .1847.  settling  in  Tulip,  Dallas 
County,  where  he  was  engaged  in  managing  the 
extensive  plantation,  sixty  hands  being  under  his 
control.  He  was  an  active  and  wide-awake  citizen, 
and  for  several  years  served  in  the  capacity  of 
judge  of  Dallas  County.  In  1863  he  movecLthe 
most  of  his  slaves  to  Western  Texas,  where  he 
died  on  November  18,  1864,  being  still  survived  bv 


his  wife.  The  great-grandfather  came  to  America 
from  the  Old  World  with  two  brothers  and  settled 
in  Virginia.  John  M.  Somervell  attended  the 
schools  of  Tulip,  in  Dallas  County,  but  in  June. 
1861,  laid  aside  his  books  to  take  up  arms  in  the 
defense  of:  the  Southern  cause,  enlisting  in  Company 
I,  Third  Arkansas  Regiment,  and  immediately 
went  to  Virginia  and  organized  at  Lynchburg,  af- 
terward participating  in  the  battles  of  Greenbriar 
River;  was  with  Gen.  Jackson  in  Pennsylvania;  was 
in  the  seven  days’  tight  in  front  of  Richmond;  was 
with  Lee  in  Maryland.  At  the  battle  of  Sharps- 
burg  he  was  badly  wounded,  and  his  eldest  brother 
Willis,  was  killed.  As  soon  as  he  was  able  to  travel, 
John  M.  returned  to  Arkansas,  and  upon  fully  re- 
covering, he  was  transferred  to  the  Trans-Missis- 
sippi Department,  and  joined  Slemmons’  Second 
Arkansas  Cavalry,  in  which  he  served  until  the 
close  of  the  war,  being  in  the  battles  at  Poison 
Springs,  Marks’  Mill,  Jenkins’  Ferry,  aud  was 
with  Price  on  his  celebrated  Missouri  campaign. 
His  regiment  was  disbanded  near  Corsicana,  on 
Trinity  River,  Tex.,  in  May,  1865,  and  Mr.  Somer- 
vell then  returned  to  his  home  in  Tulip,  Ark.  In 
1867  he  went  to  Memphis,  a year  later  to  Louis- 
ville, Ky. , where  he  entered  a grocery  house  as 
clerk,  but  in  1868  went  to  Tipton  County,  Tenn., 
and  was  married  there  to  Miss  Ellen  Somervell,  a 
cousin,  and  until  1870  made  his  home  in  Tennes- 
see, after  which  he  settled  in  Hempstead  County, 
Ark. , and  upon  the  organization  of  Howard  County 
in  1873,  he  took  up  his  abode  here  on  a good 
farm.  During  1875-76  he  taught  school,  and  af- 
ter his  removal  to  Centre  Point,  in  1877.  he  followed 
the  same  occupation  for  four  years.  His  wife  had 
for  some  time  been  in  very  poor  health,  and  in 
order  to  restore  her  failing  energies,  she  made  a 
trip  to  California,  but  while  there  passed  to  her 
long  home  in  1881.  She  left  four  children:  Willis 
L.,  William  J.  (who  died  in  1886),  Mary  and  Sue. 
In  1883  Mr.  Somervell  took  for  his  second  wife 
Mrs.  Mollie  (Finn)  Forshee,  of  Hope,  a daughter 
of  Richard  Finn,  of  Washington,  and  to  them 
has  been  born  one  son,  Dick  Finn.  In  Novem- 
ber, 1883,  Mr.  Somervell  was  elected  to  the  posi- 
tion of  county  clerk,  and  has  tilied  the  oil  ice  by 
re-election  ever  since,  proving  himself  a capable 
and  courteous  official.  He  is  a member  of  the 
Masonic  fraternity.  Centre  Point  Lodge  No.  87. 
and  Hill  Chapter  No.  24.  He  and  family  belong  to 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 

John  E.  Spates,  merchant  and  farmer,  Sara- 
toga. Ark.  Mr.  Spates  is  a member  of  the  mer  - 
cantile and  farming  linn  of  Spates  & Ericks,  of 
Saratoga,  and  is  one  of  the  most  successful  bus;- 
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ness  men  of  the  town.  He  was  born  in  Hardeman 
County,  Term..  December  22,  1840,  and  is  the  son 
of  Willi  am  R.  and  June  (Erwin)  Spates,  natives  of 
North  Carolina  and  Tennessee,  respectively.  They 
were  married  in  Hardeman  County,  Tenn..  and 
after  residing  in  that  county  for  some  time,  finally 
moved  to  Giles  County,  Tenn.,  and  from  there  to 
Arkansas  in  1850,  settling  in  Clark  County.  The 
father  was  a minister  in  the  Missionary  Baptist 
Church,  being  ordained  at  an  early  date,  and  fol- 
lowed this  calling  until  his  death,  which  occurred 
in  April,  1S63,  at  the  age  of  fifty-three  years.  He 
was  also  a farmer.  They  were  the  parents  of  eight 
children,  all  of  whom  were  reared  in  this  county, 
and  five  of  whom  are  yet  living  and  make  their 
home  here:  T.  F.  (merchant),  W.  R.  (merchant), 

Mrs.  Sarah  T.  Howell  and  Mrs.  Martha  Fricks. 
John  E.  Spates  received  a limited  education  in 
the  common  country  schools,  and  after  the  death 
of  his  father,  took  charge  of  the  farm.  His  occu- 
pation, until  six  years  ago,  was  farming,  and  he 
owns  one-third  interest  in  1,300  acres  of  land,  with 
700  acres  under  cultivation.  This  firm  are  also  the 
owners  of  a gin,  erected  at  a cost  of  §1,000.  Mr. 
Spates  has  been  three  times  married;  first,  to  Miss 
Eliza  Crabtree,  a native  of  Arkansas,  in  1865,  and 
to  them  was  born  one  child,  who  died  in  infancy. 
Mrs.  Spates  died  in  1866.  Mr.  Spates  was  mar- 
ried the  second  time,  in  1868.  to  Miss  Fannie  Fricks, 
a native  of  Georgia,  but  who  was  reared  in  Arkan- 
sas, and  the  fruits  of  this  union  were  three  children, 
one  living,  Mary  E.  (who  was  married  in  1S85.  to 
J.  C.  Baning,  a farmer).  Mrs.  Spates  died  in  1875, 
and  Mr.  Spates’  third  marriage  occurred  in  1877, 
to  Miss  Amanda  Walker,  a native  of  Arkansas. 
Six  children  were  born  to  this  union,  all  living  with 
their  parents.  They  are  named  Amanda  L. . Effie 
A..  Azella,  Autoa,  Kay  and  Lela.  Mr.  Spates  is  a 
Republican,  though  not  active,  politically,  and  has 
held  the  position  of  justice  of  the  peace  of  his  town- 
ship. He- and  Mrs.  Spates  are  members  of  the 
Christian  Church. 

Francis  M.  Stone  was  born  in  Howard  County, 
j Ark.,  October,  1 S 41.  His  father,  William  Stone, 
was  born  in  1792,  in  North  Carolina,  and  died  Jan- 
uary 7,  1859,  His  mother.  .Miss  Sarah  J.  Hud- 
dleston, was  a native  of  Tennessee,  born  in  ISO! 
and  died  in  1874.  They  were  married  in  1819 
and  had  eleven  children,  of  whom  only  James, 
Francis  M. , and  Sarah  J.  are  living.  The  family 
I moved  to  Arkansas  in  1839,  settling  in  what  is  now 

j Howard  County.  The  subject  of  our  sketch 
passed  his  youth  there,  enlisting  in  1 892  in  .Mon- 
roe’s regiment,  Arkansas  Cavalry,  and  serving  as  a 
private  until  the  end  of  the  war.  He  was  neither 


wounded  nor  captured  at  any  time.  At  the  close 
of  the  war  he  devoted  .his  attention  to  agriculture, 
buying  200  acres  of  fine  land  in  1867.  January 
10,  1867,  he  married  Miss  Mary  E.  Hester,  a 
daughter  of  William  and  Betty  Blackwell  Hes- 
ter. of  Georgia.  -She  was  born  February  17, 
1 Sol,  dying  July  10,  1877,  and  leaving  six  chil- 
dren, of  whom  Letty  L.  is  dead.  William,  Henry, 
Adolphus  A,,  Lucinda  J.  and  Walter  are  living. 
In  January,  1878,  Air.  Stone  married  Mrs.  Sarah 
Lane,  of  Arkansas,  who  was  born  in  1852,  and  is 
living  at  the  present  time.  Mrs.  Stone  is  a mem- 
ber of  the  Methodist  Church. 

Henry  S.  Sutton  is  a promising  young  lawyer, 
of  the  firm  of  Downs  & Sutton,  at  Nashville  He 
was  born  at  Fayetteville,  Ark.,  August  29,  1867, 
being  the  youngest  of  three  children  born  to  the 
marriage  of  J ames  T.  and  Francena  L.  (Martin)  Sut- 
ton. who  were  also  born  in  this  State.  The  pater- 
nal grandfather,  Seneca  Sutton,  was  one  of  the 
pioneers  of  Washington  County,  and  settled  at 
Fayetteville,  where  he  engaged  in  mercantile 
pursuits,  soon  becoming  one  of  the  leading  busi- 
ness men  in  that  place  at  that  day,  and  there  he 
passed  from  life.  James  T.  Sutton  was  early 
reared  to  mercantile  pursuits,  and  attended  the 
schools  of  Fayetteville,  his  future  wife  being  also 
an  attendant,  and  the  acquaintance  formed  there 
afterward  culminated  in  marriage.  They  are  both 
still  living.  Henry  S.  Sutton  entered  the  primary 
grade  of  the  State  University  of  Arkansas,  at 
about  the  age  of  twelve  years,  and  remained  iu  this 
institution  for  some  six  years,  where  he  acquired 
a thorough  literary  education.  During  the  vaca- 
tions he  worked  in  his  uncle’s  harness  shop,  and 
was  a thorough  master  of  the  trade  before  he  was 
sixteen  years  of  age.  Upon  leaving  school  inlSSS 
he  engaged  as  a clerk  and  salesman  for  the  various 
firms  of  Fayetteville  until  the  fall  of  1888,  when 
he  became  a student  in  the  law  department  of  the 
Cumberland  University  of  Lebanon.  Tenn.,  tak- 
ing the  degree  of  B.  LL. , the  following  June. 
In  the  fall  of  1889  he  located  at  Nashville,  Ark., 
becoming  associated  in  bis  practice  with  a former 
classmate-,  Stephen  A.  Downs.  Mr.  Sutton  pos- 
sesses more  than  ordinary  ability,  is  a hard  student 
and  is  rapidly  winning  a reputation  both  as  a law- 
yer and  as  a courteous  gentleman.  In  character 
he  is  strictly  honorable  and  temperate,  and  like  Ids 
partner  is  a total  abstainer  in  the  use  of  tobacco 
and  liquors  of  an  intoxicating  nature.  He  is  en- 
ergetic and  progressive,  and  he  and  Mr.  Downs 
constitute  one  of  the  brightest  legal  firms  in  this 
section  of  the  country. 

A . C.  Sypert,  a retired  merchant  of  Nashville, 


fro/ 

’ 

- 

. 


f- 

l ' 


Howard  County, Arkansas 


z9r-%  96 


HOWARD  COUNTY. 


297 


Ark.,  was  born  in  Lebanon,  Tenn.,  in  1827,  being 
the  second  of  four  children  given  Robert  B.  and 
Mary  (Davis')  Sypert.  who  were  of  Tennessee  origin. 
The  paternal  grandfather,  Thomas,  and  his  brother 
Jesse,  were  among  the  earliest  pioneers  of  Tennes- 
see, and  all  the  people  of  this  name  in  America 
are  the  descendants  of  these  brothers.  They  were 
farmers  of  Tennessee,  and  lived  to  bo  very  old. 
Robert  R.  Sypert  was  also  a farmer,  and  became 
well-to-do.  He  died  in  Tennessee,  in  1878,  at  the 
age  of  eighty  years.  W . C.  Sypert  was  reared  on 
a farm,  receiving  somewhat  limited  educational 
advantages,  but  attended  one  term  of  school  in 
Lebanon.  He  came  to  Arkansas,  in  1847,  settled 
in  Hempstead  County  (now  Howard  County),  near 
the  present  site  of  Nashville,  purchasing  a slightly 
improved  farm  of  160  acres,  which  he  sold  soon 
afterward,  locating  about  three  miles  west,  at  a 
place  called  Tempera nceville,  where,  in  1850,  he 
started  a store  which  he  conducted  for  one  year. 
He  then  began  clerking  at  Fulton,  remaining  three 
years,  and  then  returned  to  Temperanceville  and 
engaged  in  trade  for  himself  on  an  extensive  scale, 
and  also  purchased  900  acres  of  land.  He  was  the 
only  merchant  of  the  place,  and  besides  his  farming 
and  mercantile  operations  he  operated  a cotton- 
gin  and  blacksmith  shop.  At  the  opening  of  the 
war  he  closed  his  store,  and  although  he  came  to 
Arkansas  with  no  means,  he  was  worth  800,000  at 
the  opening  of  the  Rebellion.  He  engaged  in  cot- 
ton speculating  after  the  close  of  hostilities,  hauling 
for  the  Government  to  Little  Rock,  and  made  a great 
deal  of  money  in  that  way  during  the  first  year.  In 
December,  1865.  he  re-engaged  in  merchandising, 
this  time  at  Nashville,  in  partnership  with  AY.  H. 
Rector,  and  for  two  years  did  a large  and  lucrative 
business.  His  partner  died  at  the  end  of  this  time, 
and  he  then  continued  alone  until  January,  1SS8, 
since  which  time  he  has  been  retired  from  the  act- 
ive duties  of  life.  He  has  three  good  store  build- 
ings, thirteen  dwelling-houses  in  Nashville,  and  is 
the  owner  of  2,500  acres  of  land  in  various  parts 
of  the  country.  Mr.  Sypert  has  been  married 
three  times;  first,  in  1S5S.  to  Miss  Lizzie  Whitmore, 
who  died  very  suddenly  in  1802,  leaving  two  chil- 
dren: R.  T.  (a  merchant  at  Nashville)  and  Sarah 
E.  (wife  of  J.  L.  Tallis  at  Hope).  His  second 
marriage  took  place  in  1862,  his  wife  being  Miss 
Lydia  It.  Thomas,  who  died  in  1S7S,  after  having 
borne  a family  of  four  children:  Ella  P.  (wife  of 
W.  L.  Delong),  Clay  H. . Alsie  E.  and  Allie  A. 
He  married  his  third  wife,  Catherine  K.  Snodgrass, 
in  1879,  but  she.  too,  passed  from  life,  in  October, 
1 8S9.  Mr.  Sypert  is  a member  of  the  Missionary 
Baptist  Church,  and  is  a very  estimable  gentle- 


man, for  during  a long  term  of  years  spent  in  this 
section  of  the  country,  he  has  done  nothing  deserv- 
ing reproach. 

Robert  T.  Sypert  is  the  senior  member  of  the 
general  mercantile  firm  of  Sypert,  Parker  & Co., 
of  Nashville,  Ark.  He  has  resided  in  this  county 
from  his  birth,  which  occurred  near  Nashville  in 
1859,  he  being  the  eldest  of  seven  children  born 
to  the  marriage  of  W.  C.  .and  Elizabeth  (Whit- 
more) Sypert.  Robert  T.  spent  his  youth  in  Nash- 
ville, being  an  attendant  of  the  schools  of  that 
place,  but  later  he  entered  school  at  Fayetteville, 
leaving  there  an  intelligent  and  well  posted  young 
man.  In  1883  he  embarked  in  the  mercantile  busi- 
ness in  partnership  with  his  father,  but  the  latter 
withdrew  from  the  firm  in  January,  1888,  and  the 
present  firm  was  formed.  They  are  accounted 
among  the  energetic  merchants  of  this  section  of 
the  State,  and  are  always  courteous  and  obliging 
to  their  patrons,  and  are,  consequently,  prosperous. 
Mr.  Sypert  is  au  active  citizen  of  this  section,  is 
much  interested  in  educational  matters,  and  in  all 
affairs  requiring  public  spirit  and  enterprise  he  is 
to  be  found  in  the  front  ranks.  In  1890  he 
erected  his  handsome  residence  in  Nashville,  aud 
here  he  and  his  wife  and  two  children,  David  C. 
and  Josh,  reside.  His  marriage  took  place  in 
1883,  his  wife  being  Miss  Josie  Womack,  a native 
of  Howard  County  and  a daughter  of  D.  D. 
Womack,  one  of  the  live  business  men  of  this 
section. 

Thomas  L.  Toland  (deceased).  The  gentleman 
whose  name  heads  this  sketch  was  for  many  years 
one  of  the  honored  and  respected  residents  of  this 
section,  and  his  death,  which  occurred  in  1873, 
was  regretted  by  all.  He  was  bom  in  South  Caro- 
lina, January  20,  1827,  and  in  1856  emigrated  to 
Arkansas  and  engaged  in  farming,  settling  near 
the  Pike  County  line,  where  he,  in  addition  to  his 
farming  operations,  acted  as  postmaster  of  a place 
called  Wilton.  Upon  the  opening  of  the  Rebellion 
he  enlisted  in  a company  belonging  to  the  Nine- 
teenth Arkansas  Infantry,  Confederate  States 
Army,  but  on  account  of  his  mechanical  ability 
was  soon  detailed  for  that  occupation,  and  was  put 
in  charge  of  a wagon  factory  at  Marshall,  Tex. 
After  the  war  he  returned  to  Arkansas  to  follow 
farming  once  more,  and  in  addition  to  this  con- 
ducted a ‘wagon  shop  near  the  present  town  of 
Bingen.  He  was  married  twice,  the  first  time  in 
1856,  to  Miss  Nancy  C.  Hitch,  who  died  in  1862, 
leaving  two  children:  Emma  L.  (widow  of  W.  W. 
Hill,  late  clerk  of  Howard  County)  and  Mollie  B. 
(wife  of  E.  J.  Williams,  of  Parker  County,  Tex. ). 
Mr.  Toland’ s second  marriage  took  place  in  1867, 
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his  wife  being  a Miss  Mary  C.  Bell,  a sister  of 
Judge  Bell,  a sketch  of  whom  appears  in  this  work. 
This  marriage  resulted  in  the  birth  of  three  chil- 
dren: William  Henry,  Hugh  Langston  and  Thorn- 
pie  M.  William  H.  attended  the  high  school  of 
Bingen,  and  during  the  years  of  1S86-87-8S  taught 
school  in  Pike  and  Lafayette  Counties.  In  the  lat- 
ter part  of  the  latter  year  he  took  a course  in  the 
Little  Rock  Commercial  College,  from  which  insti- 
tution he  graduated,  and  in  the  spring  of  1888 
began  studying  medicine  in  the  Arkansas  Indus- 
trial University,  attending  during  the  sessions  of 
1888-89,  and  during  the  vacation  he  read  medicine 
with  Dr.  W.  B.  Barner,  at  Nashville,  in  the  fall  of 
the  latter  year  entering  Vanderbilt  University  of 
Nashville,  Tenn.,  and  was  graduated  as  an  M.  D. 
in  1890.  He  has  since  been  practicing,  and  is 
considered  one  of  the  successful  practitioners  of 
the  “healing  art”  in  this  section  of  the  country. 
His  mother  is  still  living,  but  makes  her  home 
with  her  brother,  Judge  Bell.  The  paternal 
grandfather  of  the  subject  of  this  sketch  was  a 
native  of  Ireland,  but  on  account  of  his  avowed 
hostility  to  King  George,  he  was  tried  and  sen- 
tenced to  death,  but  before  the  sentence  could  be 
put  into  execution  he  ma.de  his  escape,  being 
assisted,  it  is  supposed,  by  his  friends  and  brothers, 
the  Masons,  who  put  him  in  a box  and  shipped 
him  as  freight  from  England  to  the  colonies  of 
America,  this  being  prior  to  the  Revolutionary 
War,  in  which  he  and  his  son  Hugh  participated. 
He  settled  in  Abbeville  District,  S.  C.,  in  1800, 
after  having  resided  in  the  counti’y  twenty  years, 
being  one  of  the  pioneers  of  that  region.  He  was 
the  father  of  two  daughters  and  five  sons:  Mary, 
Sarah,  Joseph,  John,  Andrew,  James  and  Hugh. 
John  became  the  father  of  the  celebrated  physician 
of  California,  Dr.  Hugh  H.  Toland,  who  had 
acquired  his  knowledge  of  medicine  in  the  Uni- 
versity of  Louisville,  Ky. , and  later  graduated 
from  an  institution  in  Paris,  France.  After  his 
return  to  his  native  land  he  practiced  for  some 
time  in  Columbia,  S.  C.,  and  was  there  very  suc- 
cessful, becoming  famous  as  a surgeon,  and  accu- 
mulating a handsome  fortune.  Some  time  in  the 
fifties  he  went  to  California,  where  he  built  up  a 
widespread  practice,  and  founded  the  medical 
department  of  the  State  l Diversity  of  California, 
at  San  Francisco,  in  1803,  which  was  donated  to 
the  State  in  18(2,  the  buildings  being  known  as 
Toland  Hall.  He  was-  professor  of  surgery  here 
until  his  death,  which  occurred  in  1S8<>.  Joseph 
and  James,  two  other  sons,  settled  at  Chapel  Hill, 
on  the  Brazos  River,  Tex.,  and  were  the  founders 
of  prominent  families  who  are  living  there  to  day. 


Hugh  became  the  father  of  the  subject  of  this 
sketch,  being  married  to  Miss  Mollie  Langston,  a 
member  of  a promiuent  family  of  South  Carolina, 
one  of  her  brothers,  William  L.,  having  been 
clerk  of  his  county  for  twenty-five  years.  The 
father  was  a mechanic  and  farmer  by  occupation, 
a man  of  principle  and  honor,  and  endeavored  to 
rear  his  children  to  honorable  manhood.  One  son. 
Henry,  died  in  South  Carolina,  James  is  now  a 
prominent  farmer  of  Alabama,  and  John  has  been 
for  a long  time  a well-known  citizen  of  Washington. 
Hempstead  County,  Ark.  William  is  a resident  of 
Alabama,  and  Dr.  Hugh  is  an  influential  physician 
of  Enoree.  S.  C. 

Daniel  Tollett  was  born  March  5,  1818,  in 
Marion  County,  Tenn.,  and  is  now  a prominent 
farmer  in  Holly  Creek  Township,  Howard  Countv, 
Ark.  His  father,  Mark  Tollett,  and  his  mother, 
Miss  Cynthia  Hooper,  were  both  natives  of  Ten- 
nessee, and  were  married  in  that  State  about  1816. 
They  had  six  children:  Daniel,  Ennis,  John, 

Wesley,  Margaret,  Sarah,  and  of  these  only  Daniel, 
Ennis  and  Wesley  are  now  living.  Mr.  Tollett 
passed  his  youth  in  Tennessee  and  Arkansas,  leav- 
ing home  at  the  age  of  twenty-one  to  engage  in 
agricultural  pursuits  for  himself.  His  parents 
were  members  of  the  Baptist  Church,  the  father 
a prominent  Democrat,  and  his  grandfather,  John 
Tollett,  was  a Baptist  minister  in  Southern  Ten- 
nessee, going  to  Arkansas  about  1830,  and  settling 
in  what  was  then  a dense  wilderness.  In  1836 
the  subject  of  our  sketch  enrolled  in  a Hempstead 
County  Company,  serving  in  a local  Indian  war. 
He  married  Miss  Margaret  Tollett  in  1857.  Mrs. 
Tollett  was  a daughter  of  Elijah  and  Rebecca 
Lynch  Tollett,  was  born  November  15,  1844,  and 
is  still  living.  They  have  had  eleven  children,  of 
whom  Elijah  died  October,  1864;  Mary  J. , Eliza. 
Malinda,  Nancy  A.,  Francis,  Florence,  Henryr,  Pa- 
nina. Daniel  and  Priscilla  are  living.  During  the 
Civil  W ar,  Mr.  Toilet  belonged  to  the  Home  Guards. 
Soon  after  his  marriage  he  settled  a farm  of  240 
acres  in  Howard  Countv,  where  he  now  lives,  hav- 
ing added  sixty  acres  to  his  valuable  estate  since 
the  first  purchase.  At  one  time  Mr.  Tollett  was 
an  active  politician,  and  is  now  a prominent  Demo- 
crat. Mrs.  Tollett  is  a member  of  the  Free-Will 
Baptist  Church. 

\\  illiam  W.  Turner,  the  publisher  of  the 
Nashville  News,  a leading  journal  of  this  portion 
of  the  State,  was  born  in  Calloway  County,  Ky. . 
in  1859,  being  the  eldest  of  five  children  born  to 
George  M.  B.  and  Melissa  (Broadaway)  Turner, 
natives  of  Kentucky  and  Tennessee,  respeetivelv. 
The  paternal  grandfather  was  a Virginian,  who  re- 
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moved  to  the  Blue  Grass  State  at  a very  early- 
period,  and  there  he  followed  the  occupation  of 
farming  until  his  removal  to  Missouri,  in  which 
State  his  death  occurred.  The  mother’s  father 
lived  and  died  in  Tennessee,  and  her  mother,  al- 
though a native  of  Virginia,  died  in  Tennessee  in 
1S34.  at  the  age  of  about  eighty  years.  George 
M.  B.  Turner  removed  to  Missouri  with  his 
father  when  a small  boy,  but  after  the  death  of  the 
latter  he  returned  to  Kentucky,  and  there  obtained 
a fair  education,  mostly  by  his  own  efforts,  his 
evenings  being  devoted  to  the  study  of  such  books 
as  came  in  his  way.  At  the  age  of  nineteen  years 
he  began  teaching  school,  an  occupation  he  con- 
tinued for  several  terms,  but  after  his  marriage, 
which  occurred  in  May.  1S53,  when  he  was  twen- 
ty-one years  of  age,  he  began  clerking  for  three 
years,  but  has  since  devoted  his  attention  ex- 
clusively to  teaching  in  Perry  and  Wayne  Coun- 
ties, Tenn.,  the  most  of  the  time  being  manager 
of  private  schools.  His  home  is  now  in  Wayne 
County,  where  he  has  built  up  an  enviable  reputa- 
tion as  an  able  instructor  and  disciplinarian. 
William  W.  Turner  received  his  early  education 
under  his  care  and  continued  to  receive  instruction 
from  his  father  until  he  was  twenty-one  years  of 
age,  when  he  entered  McKenzie  College,  Tenn., 
for  one  term.  In  the  fall  of  1882  he  came  to 
Arkansas,  and  settled  in  Nashville,  where  the  first 
two  years  were  spent  as  a tiller  of  the  soil,  and 
the  following  year  as  a clerk  in  a general  store. 
At  the  end  of  this  time  he  entered  the  News  office, 
learning  the  printer’s  trade  in  two  years,  but  in 
1886  he  went  to  Sevier  County,  where  he  farmed 
until  spring  of  the  following  year.  . At  this  time 
he  went  to  Tennessee  on  a six  months’  visit,  and 
upon  his  return  in  August.  1837,  he  took  charge 
of  the  News  office  for  the  proprietor,  continuing 
until  November  1.  He  then  leased  the  office  tmtil 
March  1 following,  when  he.  in  partnership  with  C. 
H.  Briggs,  purchased  the  plant,  and  he  has  been  its 
sole  proprietor  and  conductor  since  December. 
1SSS.  It  is  now  in  the  hands  of  an  able  editor, 
and  is  published  in  the  interests  of  the  Democratic 
party,  and  in  the  past  two  years  has  doubled  its  cir- 
culation, giving  every  promise  of  large  future  in- 
crease. Mr.  Turner  was  married  on  November  1. 
188 1.  to  Mrs.  Jennie  Old,  nee  Mare,  a native  of 
Texas,  and  she  and  Mr.  Turner  belong  to  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  South. 

Daniel  Turrentine,  planter.  Rosedale,  Ark. 
Mr.  Turrentine.  one  of  the  leading  planters  of 
Howard  County,  was  originally  from  Tennessee* 
his  birth  occurring  in  Bedford  County  on  March 
23,  1332,  and  the  fifth  of  eight  children  born  to 
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James  and  Sarah  (Thompson)  Turrentine,  natives 
of  North  Carolina  and  Tennessee,  respectively. 
James  Turrentine  emigrated  to  Tennessee  with  his 
parents  when  quite  young,  and  was  there  married 
to  Miss  Thompson.  They  moved  to  Arkansas  in 
1837,  and  in  1838  settled  on  the  place  where  the 
subject  of  this  sketch  now  resides.  They  were 
among  the  first  settlers  of  this  section,  and  the 
father  became  the  owner  of  considerable  land.  He 
was  a Whig  in  politics  until  the  late  war,  after 
which  he  affiliated  with  the  Democratic  party.  He 
died  in  1873  at  the  age  of  seventy-nine  years.  The 
mother  died  in  1852  when  fifty  two  years  of  age. 
Of  their  eight  children  five  are  still  living:  Sarah, 
Grizzella  T. , Margaret  E.  and  William  L.  T. 
Sarah  was  married  twice,  first  to  David  Russey, 
and  the  second  time  to  W.  B.  Willis,  who  was  a 
successful  farmer  of  Texas,  and  died  in  1878. 
Grizzella  was  also  twice  married,  first  to  Peter  C. 
Willis,  and  second  to  S.  IV.  Henry,  of  Centre  Point. 
Ark.,  where  they  now  reside.  Margaret  E.  is  the 
widow  of  William  P.  Edwards,  who  died  in  1875. 
William  L.  T.  is  residing  in  this  county.  Daniel 
Turrentine  was  educated  in  the  common  schools, 
and  began  working  for  himself  when  thirty  years 
of  age.  In  July,  1861,  he  enlisted  in  the  Con- 
federate army,  Company  G,  Twelfth  Arkansas 
Regiment,  and  served  as  lieutenant  for  one  year. 
He  was  then  promoted  to  the  rank  of  captain,  and 
served  as  such  until  cessation  of  hostilities.  He 
was  in  numerous  battles,  and  was  first  taken  pris- 
oner at  Island  No.  10.  From  there  he  was  taken 
to  Camp  Douglas,  Chicago,  where  he  was  confined 
five  months  and  was  then  exchanged.  He  was 
again  captured  at  Port  Hudson,  and  was  carried  to 
New  Orleans,  where  he  was  exchanged  at  the  end 
of  two  months.  Returning  to  his  home  in  Arkansas 
after  the  war,  he  engaged  in  farming,  which  occu- 
pation he  has  since  continued.  He  is  at  present 
the  owner  of  315  acres  of  land,  and  has  seventy- 
five  acres  in  tillable  shape.  Ho  was  married  in 
1865  to  Miss  Mary  E.  Holmes,  a native  of  Georgia, 
and  the  daughter  of  G.  P.  H.  Holmes.  Her  father 
came  to  Arkansas  in  1862,  and  settled  in  Sevier 
County.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Turrentine  have  been 
born  eight  children,  all  living  but  one.  viz.  : Joseph 
D.,  George  P.  H. , Daniel  E.,  Annie  E.,  Sarah  P. , 
Fannie  D.  and  Lewis  E.  Joseph  and  George  are  at 
present  attending  the  Southwestern  University  at 
Georgetown,  Tex.,  in  the  literary  department,  and 
the  others  are  at  home.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Turrentiue 
are  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. and 
four  of  the  children  are  members  of  the  same..  In 
his  political  views  Mr.  Turrentine  affiliates  with  the 
Democratic  party,  but  is  not  active  in  politics. 
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He  was  elected  justice  of  the  peace  in  1850,  served 
one  term,  and  was  also  elected  assessor  in  IS  <4, 
and  filled  that  position  for  two  terms.  He  is  at 
present  postmaster  at  Rosedale. 

John  H.  Van  Dyck  is  a well-known  citizen  of 
Nashville,  Ark. , but  was  bom  in  Warren  County, 
N.  C.,  in  1822,  being  the  eldest  of  a family  of 
three  children  born  to  John  and  Elizabeth  M. 
(Sledge)  Yan  Dyck,  who  were  Virginians  but  re- 
moved in  their  youth  to  North  Carolina.  The 
paternal  grandfather,  John  Yan  Dyck,  was  killed 
in  the  battle  of  Bunker  Hill,  and  at  the  close  of 
the  Revolutionary  War  his  widow  removed  to 
Georgia,  and  was  married  there  to  Gen.  John 
Greene.  On  the  paternal  side  the  subject  of  this 
sketch  is  descended  from  the  Randolphs  and  Bul- 
locks. His  maternal  ancestors  were  from  Eng- 
land, and  settled  in  the  colonies  before  independ- 
ence was  declared,  and  made  their  home  on  the 
Tar  River  in  North  Carolina.  John  Yan  Dyck, 
our  subject’s  father,  was  a merchant  and  farmer  by 
occupation,  and  in  1840  removed  to  Tennessee, 
dying  in  Henry  County,  eight  years  later.  His 
wife  also  died  there  January  8,  1884,  at  the  age  of 
eighty-seven  years.  John  H.  Yan  Dyck  spent 
the  most  of  his  youth  in  his  father’s  mercantile 
establishment,  entering  the  same  when  ten  years 
of  age,  and  remained  there  seven  years,  and  from 
1840  to  1849  he  was  in  business  for  himself  in 
Nashville.  His  marriage, which  occurred  in  1842, 
was  to  Miss  Elizabeth  E.  Smith,  a daughter  of 
John  T.  and  Elizabeth  Smith,  and  in  1849  he 
settled  with  his  family  in  Paris.  Tenn.,  where  he 
was  engaged  in  planting  and  merchandising  very 
extensively,  his  farm  comprising  2,250  acres.  In 
1861  he  raised  the  first  company  of  cavalry  from 
his  county,  and  upon  its  organization  was  elected 
to  the  captaincy.  After  the  fall  of  Fort  Donelson 
he  was  with  Gen.  Forrest,  and  with  him  partici- 
pated in  the  battle  of  Belmont,  Fort  Henry,  Chat- 
tanooga, and  in  Mississippi.  Prior  to  the  war  he 
was  a strong  Union  man,  and  made  many  speeches 
in  Tennessee,  in  its  favor,  and  met  William  L. 
Yancey,  of  Tennessee,  at  Memphis,  in  a joint  de 
bate.  However,  when  the  war  became  an  assured 
fact, he  cast  his  fortunes  with  the  South,  and  served 
the  Confederate  cause  faithfully  and  well  until  the 
final  surrender.  He  returned  home  to  find  him- 
self a bankrupt,  and  as  “ misfortunes  never  come 
singly”  he  was  called  upon  to  mourn  the  death 
of  his  wife  in  July,  1865.  After  remaining  a 
widotver  until  June  4,  1868,  he  married  Miss  Alice 
A.  Arnold,  a great-niece  of  President  James  K. 
Polk.  He  had  moved  to  Louisville,  in"  September, 
1865,  and  become  a traveling  salesman  for  a boot 


and  shoe  firm,  a calling  he  continued  to  follow 
until  1873.  after  which  he  moved  to  Arkansas,  and 
settled  in  Ouachita  County, west  of  Camden, where 
he  began  tilling  the  soil  and  preaching.  He  was 
unfortunate  enough  to  lose  his  second  wife  here, 

- j 

December  19,  1876,  she  having  borne  him  the  fol- 
lowing five  children:  Hope  (who  died  in  Nashville, 
Ark. ),  Mary  Polk  (who  is  attending  school  at 
Nazareth  University,  Arkansas),  Annie  M.  (also  at 
the  same  school),  and  Harris  B.  and  Fannie  O.  (who 
died  in  infancy).  The  first  union  resulted  in  the 
birth  of  the  following  family:  Reuben  S.  (who  was 
killed  in  battle),  John  S.,  W.  O.,  Charles  D., 
Washington  A..  Alice  A.,  (wife  of  Albert  Franklin, 
of  Sumner  County,  Tenn.),  Lizzie  M.  (deceased 
wife  of  a Mr.  Fort),  and  an  infant  that  died  un- 
named. In  1879  Mr.  Yan  Dyck  removed  to  Union 
County,  where  he  remained  one  year,  and  after  a 
short  residence  in  Prescott,  Nevada  County,  Ark., 
they  resided  until  1882,  in  Centre  Point,  Ark.,  but 
have  since  been  residents  of  Nashville.  Mr.  Yan 
Dyck  has  been  engaged  in  the  insurance  business 
ever  since,  and  is  one  of  the  most  successful  fire 
and  life  insurance  agents  in  the  county.  He  rep- 
resents the  Fire  Association,  the  American  Fire 
Association  of  Philadelphia,  the  Phoenix  of  Hart- 
ford, the  Orient  of  Hartford,  the  Union  of  Cali- 
fornia, the  Southern  of  California,  the  East  Texas 
of  Tyler,  the  Hartford  of  Hartford,  the  Imperial 
of  Hartford,  and  several  others.  In  1889,  he 
wrote  §350,000  worth  of  policies.  He  became  a 
minister  of  the  Christian  Church  in  1S42,  and 
since  that  time  has  assisted  in  the  organization  of 
many  churches. 

James  A.  Wallace  was  born  in  Tippah  County, 
Miss.,  December  25,  1840.  His  father,  Thomas 
Wallace,  a native  of  Tennessee,  was  born  in  March. 
1811.  On  February  25,  1840,  he  married  Miss 
Melissa  A.  Price,  of  Tennessee,  who  is  still  living. 
They  had  six  children:  James  A.,  Robert  T. . John 
W.,  Mary  A.,  Michael  H.  and  Samuel  B.  Soon 
after  their  marriage  they  moved  to  Tippah  County, 
Miss.  He  died  December  20,  1853,  having  been 
a very  prominent  and  popular  planter  in  Holly 
Creek,  Howard  County,  Ark.  The  subject  of 
i this  sketch  passed  his  school  days  in  Mississippi 
and  Arkansas,  and  commenced  to  support  himself 
at  the  early  age  of  thirteen  by  clerking  and  farm- 
ing. On  the  death  of  his  fathex-.  he  and  his  mother 
moved  to  Arkansas,  and  settled  in  what  is  now 
Howard  County.  He  remained  there  ten  years. 

Mr.  IV allace  was  married  to  Miss  Margaret  A. 
Reeder,  a native  of  Alabama,  and  a daughter  of 
David  D.  and  Mary  Reeder.  They  have  had  seven 
| children:  Mary  H. , John  W.,  James,  Carrie,  Jo- 
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sie,  Mamie  and  an  infant  (which  died  before  being 
named).  After  his  marriage  Mr.  Wallace  went  to 
Centre  Point,  and  engaged  in  the  mercantile  busi- 
ness with  A.  W.  Cole,  under  the  tirm  name  of 
Cole  & Co.  The  tirm  moved  to  Dallas,  and  after 
nine  years  Mr.  Wallace  sold  out  to  Cole  A Wright, 
and  moved  upon  his  present  farm,  which  contains 
about  240  acres.  Lately  he  has  been  in  the  mer- 
cantile line  at  different  times.  Mr.  Wallace  en- 
listed July  4,  1861,  in  the  Fourth  Arkansas  In- 
fantry, under  Col.  Dawson,  was  elected  and  com- 
missioned first  lieutenant  of  his  company,  but 
never  served;  was  in  the  battles  of  Oak  Hill  and 
Elkhorn,  but  was  not  wounded,  and  was  discharged 
in  June,  1865.  In  politics  he  is  a strong  Demo- 
crat, is  a member  of  the  I.  O.  O.  F.,  and  has 
taken  five  degrees.  Mr.  Wallace  has  been  very 
successful  in  life,  and  has  devoted  a great  deal  of 
his  attention  to  stock-raising. 

Mack  P.  D.  Watkins,  a prominent  planter  of 
Mountain  Township,  Howard  County,  Ark.,  was 
born  in  Calhoun  County,  Ala.,  April  15,  1839.  His 
father,  John  G.  Watkins,  was  born  in  Hall  Count}-, 
Ga. , September  14,  1790,  and  in  April,  1810,  was 
married  to  Miss  Charity  Davis,  of  the  same  State 
and  county.  They  had  ten  children,  of  whom 
those  living  are  James,  Charlotte.  Ann,  Nancy, 
John  K. . Adolphus  and  M.  P.  D.  The  father  was 
a justice  of  the  peace  for  thirty  years,  dying  De- 
cember 15,  1858.  The  mother  died  about  186S. 
The  subject  of  our  sketch  passed  his  youth  in  Cal- 
houn County,  Ala.,  attending  school,  and  left  home 
at  the  age  of  twenty-one  to  work  for  himself,  going 
to  Mississippi,  where  he  farmed  for  one  year. 
March  17,  1S59,  he  was  married  to  Miss  Elizabeth 
Eubanks,  daughter  of  William  and  Nancy  Owen 
Eubanks.  She  was  born  November  16,  1844,  and 
is  living  at  the  present  time.  They  had  thirteen 
children:  Charity  E.,  William  M.,  James  B., 

i John  G. , Thomas  N.,  Dock  J.,  Nanny,  Mason, 

| Hardy  C., Viola  V.,  Emma  and  two  who  died  before 
being  named.  Mr.  Vratkins  enlisted  in  1861  in  the 
Thirty-third  Mississippi  Infantry,  was  a private, 
and  was  in  the  battles  of  Corinth  and  Vicksburg, 
but  was  not  wounded.  At  the  close  of  the  war  he 
returned  to  Mississippi.  In  1884  he  moved  to  his 
present  farm  in  Howard  County,  where  he  owns 
520  acres  of  fine  land.  ' Besides  agriculture,  he  is 
also  interested  in  the  mercantile  business,  having  a 
large  store  about  twenty -five  miles  from  Centre 
Point,  and  carrying  a general  stock  of  goods. 
From  this  he  derives  a considerable  income,  and  is 
in  every  way  a prosperous  man.  An  active  politi- 
cian, Mr.  Watkins  is  a Democrat.  Both  his  wife 
and  himself  are  members  of  the  Methodist  Church. 


Frederick  D.  Watson,  a son  of  Wemberly  Whit- 
son, was  born  in  Bradley  County,  Ark.,  March 
12,  1844,  and  is  at  present  a prominent  and  very 
successful  planter  of  Holly  Creek.  Howard  County, 
Ark.  His  father  was  a native  of  Arkansas,  being 
born  in  1815.  He  married  Miss  Nancy  Williams, 
also  of  that  State,  about  1853.  Of  the  six  children 
born  to  them  only  Fred  D. , Johnson  and  Missouri 
are  now  living.  In  1853  Mrs.  Watson  died,  the 
father  marrying  Miss  Mary  Turner,  of  Georgia,  in 
the  year  1850.  They  are  both  still  living,  and 
their  children  who  survive  are  Elizabeth,  Alexander. 
Mary,  Amanda  C.  and  John  T.  Frederick  passed 
his  youth  in  Arkansas,  attending  the  common 
schools,  and  commenced  to  support  himself  at  the 
age  of  twenty-four  by  farming.  He  married  Miss 
Anna  P.  Tolbert,  daughter  of  Jesse  and  Anna 
Tolbert,  of  Arkansas,  on  September  15,  1844. 
Mrs.  Watson  is  still  living,  and  they  have  had  seven 
children:  Martha,  William  T. , Jesse  T.,  Morgan 

J.,  Emma  R. , James  C.  and  Mary  Frances.  The 
latter  is  dead.  Mr.  Watson  enlisted  in  1861  in 
Company  K.  Fourth  Arkansas  Infantry,  being  in 
the  battles  of  Murfreesboro,  Chickamauga,  Elk- 
horn,  Cedar  Grove,  Oak  Grove,  Richmond  (Va.), 
Richmond  (Ky.),  Georgetown,  Jackson,  Corinth 
and  Lookout  Mountain,  Vicksburg,  Atlanta  and 
Belbuckle  as  a private.  He  was  wounded  at  At- 
lanta by  a minie-ball  in  the  left  arm:  was  shot  twice, 
and  had  his  arm  broken.  Returning  home  on 
Christmas,  1865,  he  immediately  devoted  his  at- 
tention to  agriculture.  After  moving  several  times. 
Mr.  Watson  bought  the  210  acres  of  valuable  land 
on  which  he  now  resides,  raises  a large  amount  of 
cotton,  and  is  besides  interested  in  stock.  Politic- 
ally, he  is  a thorough  Democrat,  Though  his 
possessions  were  considerably  diminished  by  the 
war,  yet  he  has  been  quite  successful  all  through 
life,  contributing  generously  to  public  causes. 

Hardy  J.  Westbrook,  one  of  the  leading  planters 
of  Howard  County,  made  his  entrance  into  the 
world  September  15,  1825.  in  the  sunny  State  of 
Alabama.  He  is  one  of  the  eight  children  born 
to  Allen  and  Frankey  (Huff)  Westbrook,  the  others 
being  Mary,  Elizabeth,  Saleta,  Henry,  Patolomy, 
Nancy,  Stiry  and  James  W.,  who  is  at  present  in 
Texas.  The  father  was  a very  public  spirited  man 
and  willing  at  all  times  to  advance  worthy  causes 
He  served  in  the  Florida  War.  After  the  death  of 
his  beloved  wife,  he  married  Miss  Ellen  Ward, 
who  died  shortly  after  marriage.  Once  more  he 
married,  and  this  time  the  object  of  his  choice  was 
Miss  Procila  Acock,  a native  of  Alabama.  They 
had  three  children,  viz.:  Edmund  F.,  William 

and  Thomas.  Our  subject  was  educated  in  Arkan- 
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sas,  and  at  the  age  of  twenty-one  began  farming 
for  himself,  and  on  March  15,  1840,  was  married 
to  Miss  Phereby  J.  Briscoe,  a Dative  of  Alabama. 
They  have  had  sixteen  children,  twelve  of  whom 
are  still  living:  Sarah  E.,  James  A.,  Francis  A., 

Thomas  H. , Joseph  E.,  Mary  L..  Louisa  J.,  Robert 
W.,  William  H.,  George  V.,  Hector  J.  and  SusanE., 
Mary  D.  (deceased),  Joel  B.  and  Josephine  J.  are 
twins,  and  Oly  P.  Westbrook.  Mr.  Westbrook  is  a 
planter,  owning  200  acres  of  valuable  land,  which  is 
excellently  well  cultivated.  He  was  one  of  the  first 
school  trustees,  and  has  been  a justice  of  the  peace 
for  eight  years.  All  of  Mr.  Westbrook's  family 
are  Free-Will  Baptists  but  three  Sarah  E.,  James 
A.  and  Thomas  H.,  the  latter  being  Missionary 
Baptist  Preachers.  Sarah  E.  does  not  belong  to 
any  church,  but  is  Missionary  in  principle.  Mr. 
Westbrook  says  he  has  four  sons  who  pray  in  pub- 
lic, and  also  his  wife.  Personally  he  is  not  iden- 
tified with  any  religious  organization. 

William  T.  Whitmore,  a prominent  and  pop- 
ular farmer  of  Howard  County,  is  the  subject  of 
this  sketch,  and  one  who  merits  more  praise  than 
space  will  allow.  Arkansas  is  his  native  State,  and 
he  first  entered  this  world  October  3,  1858,  being 
the  son  of  Peter  and  Melissa  (Hendricks)  Whit- 
more. His  parents  were  natives  of  the  sunny  clime 
of  South  Carolina,  where,  beneath  the  summer  sun. 
life  possesses  additional  charms.  They  located  in 
Arkansas,  while  that  country  still  very  much  re- 
sembled a wilderness,  and  had  only  two  children: 
William  T.,  and  Nancy  E.  (who  is  the  wife  of  W. 
E.  Carter).  After  the  death  of  the  mother,  in  1861, 
the  father  married  Miss  Jane  McElroy.  He  was  a 
prominent  Mason,  and  a man  who  always  evinced 
interest  in  the  public  welfare  of  people  and  places. 
He  departed  this  life  in  1865,  his  being  a lovely 
Christian  death.  Our  subject  received  a thorough 
education  in  private  schools  until  he  reached  his 
twentieth  year,  at  which  time  he  commenced  a 
career  for  himself,  turning  his  energy  and  interest 
to  farming.  Success  crowned  his  efforts  in  a 
marked  degree,  he  being  at  present  a large  land 
owner.  In  the  year  1883  Mr.  Whitmore  married 
Miss  Washa  Odel.  of  Arkansas,  and  a daughter  of 
John  and  Ellen  Odel.  He  is  an  influential  mem- 
ber of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  South,  be- 
ing a trustee  and  class-leader.  A friend  states  that 
Mr.  Whitmore  is  loved  and  honored  by  all  who 
know  him,  and  as  he  attends  strictly  to  his  own 
business,  he  has  not  a known  enemy  in  the  world. 

Emanuel  D.  Williams  was  born  December  14, 
1835,  in  Jasper  County,  Miss.  His  father.  J.  Q. 
Williams,  was  born  in  South  Carolina,  in  1^12,  and 
died  October  30.  1872.  His  mother,  Miss  Dorcas 


Ivy,  of  Tennessee,  who  was  born  in  1816.  died 
in  1868.  His  parents  were  married  in  1834,  in 
Mississippi,  and  had  six  children,  of  whom  the  sub- 
ject of  our  sketch  is  the  only  one  living  at  the  pres- 
ent time.  The  family  moved  to  Texas  in  1855, 
but  after  three  years  moved  to  what  is  now  How- 
ard County,  Ark.  Mr.  Williams  passed  much  of 
his  youth  in  Mississippi,  attending  school.  At  the 
age  of  twenty- one  he  entered  business  for  himself, 
giving  his  attention  to  agriculture.  On  June  21. 
1857,  he  was  married  to  Miss  Martha  Sutton,  of 
Tennessee,  a daughter  of  Mrs.  Martha  Sutton. 
She  died  April  13,  1861,  leaving  one  child,  Sarah 
A.,  who  is  living,  and  now  married.  Mr.  Will- 
iams married  Miss  Mary  C.  Riggs,  of  Tennessee, 
May  16,  1S69,  and  they  have  had  ten  children. 
One  died  in  infancy,  another  is  not  yet  named; 
the  others  are:  Delphina  M. , Rachel  L..  Lillian  A.. 
Wesley  I.,  Ida  P. , Ruth  C.,  Joseph  O.  A.  and  Etlie 
I R.  He  enlisted  in  1862,  in  the  Nineteenth  Arkansas 
Infantry;  was  discharged  in  1865;  was  in  the  battles 
of  Arkansas  Post,  Chickamauga,  Franklin,  Jones- 
boro, Atlanta,  Smithtield,  and  many  minor  lights ; 
was  orderly  sergeant  of  his  company;  was  wounded 
at  Chickamauga  in  the  right  ankle  by  a piece  of 
shell.  After  the  war  Mr.  Williams  devoted  his 
attention  to  farming,  and  in  1870  purchased  160 
acres  of  valuable  land  in  Howard  County,  where 
he  now  resides.  He  is  a Methodist,  and  his  wife 
a member  of  the  Baptist  Church.  In  politics  he 
is  a thorough  Democrat,  and  his  life  has  been 
crowned  by  numerous  successes. 

D.  D.  Womack  is  a prominent  mill  man  of 
Nashville.  Ark.,  and  his  birth  occurred  in  Bedford 
County,  Tenn. , December  7,  1829,  being  a son  of 
Michael  and  Sarah  (Jones)  Womack,  who  were 
native  Virginians.  The  father  was  a soldier  in  the 
War  of  1812,  was  in  the  battle  of  New  Orleans,  and 
was  always  afterward  an  earnest  adherent  of  Gen. 
Jackson.  He  moved  from  his  native  State  to  South 
Carolina,  later  to  Tennessee,  and  in  this  State  was 
married  and  reared  a large  family  of  children. 
After  following  the  occupation  of  millwright  until 
1849,  he  came  to  Arkansas,  and  made  a settlement 
at  Mine  Creek,  where  he  made  his  home  until  his 
death,  which  took  place  in  1861.  D.  D.  Womack 
was  reared  in  Tennessee,  attended  the  common 
schools,  assisted  his  father  at  his  trade,  and  in 
1849  came  with  him  to  Arkansas,  and  settled  in 
Pike  County,  on  160  acres  of  woodland.  He  at 
once  began  making  improvements,  and  soon  had  a 
comfortable  home,  but  not  being  contented  with 
his  first  purchase  of  land,  he  continued  to  purchase 
and  enter  land  until  he  became  the  owner  of  <60 
acres.  He  cleared  about  300  acres,  and  farmed 
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quite  extensively.  He  was  among  the  early  mil- 
lers of  this  section,  and  in  1873  erected  a steam 
saw  and  grist-mill  near  his  farm,  in  partnership 
with  B.  J.  Roberson,  which  he  operated  four  years, 
after  which  he  moved  to  Centre  Point,  and  in  1877 
erected  the  first  mill  at  that  point.  This  was  an 
excellent  plant,  and  Mr.  Womack  ran  it  until  1878, 
i then  came  to  Nashville  and  put  up  his  present  ex- 
tensive works.  He  first  built  a saw-mill,  and  as  soon 
as  he  could  saw  the  lumber,  built  a cotton-gin,  and 
a short  time  later  put  up  a grist-mill,  and  later 
added  wool-carding  machinery  and  a planing-mill. 
He  has  one  of  the  finest  grist-mills  in  the  county, 
two  runs  of  stone,  one  for  wrheat  and  one  for  corn, 
and  taken  all  together  it  is  by  far  the  most  exten- 
sive concern  of  the  kind  in  Howard  County.  In 
1887  Mr.  Womack  separated  his  cotton-gin  from 
his  other  machinery,  and  built  a new  cotton-gin 
one-half  mile  distant  in  another  part  of  the  town. 
This  has  a capacity  of  eight  bales  per  day,  is  com- 
plete with  all  improvements,  elevator,  etc.,  and  in 
1889-90,  ginned  a very  large  amount  of  cotton. 
He  and  his  partner  also  have  a good  mill  in  Pike 
County,  and  in  all  his  experience  Mr.  Womack  has 
had  no  accident  to  his  machinery,  and  has  been 
very  successful,  financially.  He  owns  one  of  the 
finest  dwelling-houses  in  Nashville,  a large  store- 
house  and  many  lots  and  dwellings  which  he  rents, 
has  one  farm  of  120  acres  near  town,  307  acres  ad- 
joining his  mill,  which  tracts  comprise  some  of  the 
most  fertile  land  in  Howard  County.  He  was  mar- 
ried in  Tennessee,  in  1848,  to  Miss  Lvdda  E. 
Lokev,  a native  of  Tennessee,  and  to  them  have 
been  born  eight  children:  Sarah  E.  (wife  of  Will- 
iam Hudson),  Charles  Watson  (who  is  married  and 
resides  in  the  county),  Frances  Angeline  (wife  of 
W.  A.  Roberson),  Dennis  Whitmore  (who  is  mar- 
ried), John  Davy  (who  is  a partner  with  his  father 
in  the  mill),  Mary  Josephine  (wife  of  Robert  Sy- 
pert),  Katie  Ella  (wife  of  S.  D.  Short),  and  James 
Michael  (who  was  accidentally  killed  in  a saw-mill 
near  Nashville,  in  1885).  The  family  are  members 
of  the  Christian  Church.  Mr.  Womack  comes  of 
a family  of  millers,  and  to  perpetuate  the  trade, 
has  associated  his  son  in  business  with  him. 

J.  G.  W.  Yowell  has  been  identified  with  the 
mercantile  interests  of  Nashville,  Ark. , since  1869, 
and  the  firm  of  which  he  is  now  a member  is  known 
as  Yowell  Bros.  A Rector.  He  is  also  the  proprie- 
tor of  the  Home  Nurseries  at  Nashville.  His  birth 
occurred  in  Marshall  County,  Tenn.,  in  1843.  he 
j being  the  second  of  seven  children  born  to  W.  R. 
and  Mary  (Medearis)  Yowell,  Tennesseeans  by  birth, 
their  home  being  still  in  that  State.  They  were 
married  February  20,  1840,  and  the  father  has 
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always  been  a farmer  by  occupation,  and  in  1860 
purchased  ‘240  acres  in  what  is  now  Howard  County, 
on  which  a portion  of  the  town  of  Nashville  now 
stands.  He  and  wife  are  members  of  the  Christian 
Church.  J.  G.  W.  Yowell  assisted  his  father  on 
the  farm,  and  attended  the  common  schools  until 
the  breaking  out  of  the  war,  when  he  enlisted  in 
the  Confederate  army,  in  Company  E,  Forty-second 
Tennessee  Infantry,  and  was  in  the  battle  of  Fort 
Donelson,  wffiere  he  was  captured,  and  was  kept  a 
prisoner  at  Camp  Morton,  Ind. , for  seven  months. 
He  was  exchanged  at  Vicksburg,  Miss.,  but  was 
afterward  in  the  lirst  battle  of  that  place,  and  later 
was  in  the  engagements  at  Port  Hudson,  Jackson. 
Chickamauga  and  Missionary  Ridge,  the  most  of 
which  time  he  acted  as  orderly  sergeant  of  his  com- 
pany. In  1866  he  came  to  Arkansas,  to  -6ell  the 
j property  which  his  father  had  purchased,  but  find- 
! ing  this  a difficult  matter  to  do,  he  decided  to  stay 
and  cultivate  it.  and  at  once  began  to  make  a crop. 
In  1869  he  was  married  to  Miss  Eliza  P.  Rector,  a 
daughter  of  William  H.  Rector,  and  soon  after  en- 
gaged in  the  mercantile  business  with  W.  C.  Sy- 
pert  & Co.,  the  firm  afterward  taking  the  name  of 
Yowell  & Rector.  At  the  end  of  a few  years, 
Mr.  Yowell  purchased  a large  tractof  land,  which  he 
i was  enlaced  in  cultivating  for  sometime,  then  sold 
it  and  engaged  in  business  with  his  brother- m- law, 
the  style  of  the  lirm  being  Rector  & Yowell.  They 
continued  to  be  associated  until  1887,  when  the  firm 
name  was  changed  to  Yowell  Bros.  & Rector,  and 
they  are  now  doing  a general  business,  their  stock 
of  goods  being  large  and  well  selected.  They  sell 
large  quantities  of  farming  implements,  and  make 
a specialty  of  introducing  improved  machinery. 
In  1889  they  sold  the  first  self-binder  in  Southwest 
Arkansas,  and  in  1890  are  expecting  to  sell  at  least 
a carload  of  mowers  and  reapers.  Their  stock  is 
valued  at  from  §10,000  to  §15.000,  and  they  do  an 
annual  business  of  about  §30,000.  In  partnership 
with  Alvin  H.  Little,  of  Tennessee,  he,  in  1884, es- 
tablished the  Home  Nursery  at  Nashville,  and  the 
first  year  planted  a vineyard  of  thirty  acres,  their 
first  trees  covering  the  same  amount  of  territory.  In 
1888  Mr.  Little  sold  out  to  Mr.  Y'owell,  and  lie  has 
since  been  alone  in  this  enterprise,  but  has  proven 
himself  perfectly  capable  of  successfully  conduct- 
ing it.  In  1889  he  set  out  750,000  grape  cuttings 
and  large  quantities  of  small  fruits  of  all  kinds, 
and  his  nursery  is  now  one  of,  if  not  the  largest  in 
the  State.  The  vineyard  is  now  in  full  bearing 
condition,  and  will  produce  10,000  gallons  of  wine 
of  as  fine  a quality  as  any  that  comes  from  Cali- 
fornia, this  being  the  only  one  in  the  State  that  is 
extensive  enough  to  require  traveling  salesmen. 
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Mr.  Yowell  is  also  interested  in  a beautiful  plan-  j 
tation  of  eighty  acres  at  Caddo  Gap,  thirty  two 
acres  of  this  farm  being  devoted  to  vineyard 
and  ten  acres  to  orchard.  It  is  laid  off  in  a beau- 
tiful manner,  is  bordered  with  attractive  pines, 
which  are  also  along  the  drives,  and  the  whole  is 
enclosed  with  a nice  fence  and  a plank  walk.  Mr. 
Yowell  owns  one  of  the  finest  residences  in  Nash- 
ville, it  being  situated  on  a natural  building  site, 
on  the  apex  of  a hill,  and  below  it,  sloping  grad- 
ually and  regularly  for  nearly  a mile  to  the  town, 
are  his  vineyard  and  orchards.  His  cultivation  of 
grapes  has  been  very  successful,  and  he  has  fully 
demonstrated  that  this  is  a most  favorable  locality 
for  that  industry.  Besides  this,  he  owns  a number 
of  lots,  small  dwelling-houses  and  business  prop- 
erty in  Nashville.  On  January  28,  1885,  his  esti- 
mable wife  passed  from  life,  leaving,  besides  her 
husband,  four  children  to  mourn  her  loss.  In 
September,  1889,  Mr.  Y'owell  was  appointed  gen- 
eral State  agent  by  Col.  R.  H.  Eddy,  of  Chicago, 
for  the  Union  Central  Life  Insurance  Company  of 
Ohio,  and  since  that  time,  he  has,  with  the  assist- 
ance of  W.  B.  Fonvill.  State  agent  of  Tennessee 
and  sub-agent  of  this  locality,  written  over  $500,  - 
000  worth  of  policies,  mostly  in  Howard  and  ad- 
joining counties.  Mr.  Y'owell  is  a member  of  the 
Masonic  fraternity,  Pleasant  Valley  Lodge  No.  30, 
of  Nashville,  and  also  belongs  to  the  K.  of  P.  lodge 
of  that  place.  He  is  one  of  the  most  enterprising 
and  public-spirited  gentlemen  that  has  ever  made 
his  home  in  this  county,  and  his  intelligence,  in- 
tegrity and  many  other  estimable  qualities  have  ac- 
quired for  him  a popularity  excelled  by  none,  and 
won  for  him  many  warm  friends.  His  acquaintance 
is  wide  and  honorable. 


James  A.  Yowell  is  a member  of  the  mer- 
cantile firm  of  Yowell  Bros.  & Rector,  of  Nash-  j 
ville,  Ark. , and  their  establishment  is  very  attract- 
ive and  complete  in  every  particular,  and  would  be 
conspicuous  in  larger  cities.  Mr.  Yowell  was  born 
in  Middle  Tennessee  in  1856,  being  the  sixth  of 
seven  children  born  to  W.  R.  and  Mary  S.  (Me- 
dearis)  Yowell,  a record  of  whom  is  given  in  the 
sketch  of  J.  G.  W.  Yowell.  The  subject  of  this 
sketch  was  educated  in  the  common  schools  in 
Tennessee,  and  at  the  age  of  twenty-one,  secured 
the  appointment  of  enrolling  clerk  in  the  Supreme 
Court  clerk’s  office  at  Nashville,  Tenn. , but  after 
filling  this  position  very  satisfactorily  for  about 
one  year,  he  was  compelled  to  resign,  on  account  of 
failing  health,  and  returned  to  his  father’s  farm. 

In  1884  he  became  traveling  agent  for  the  Me-  ! 
Cormick  Harvest  Machine  Company,  and  although 
he  succeeded  admirably  in  this  calling,  he  discon- 
tinued it  at  the  end  of  three  years,  coming  in  1887 
to  Nashville,  Ark.,  to  become  a partner  with  his 
brother  in  the  general  mercantile  business.  He 
soon  after  took  advantage  of  an  opportunity  to  in- 
troduce improved  farm  machinery,  and  in  1888 
sold  the  first  self-binder  in  this  section  of  the 
State,  following  it  up  with  rapidly  increasing  sales, 
and  in  the  spring  of  1890  bought  the  first  carload  of 
Sunbeam  cultivators  ever  imported  into  Southwest 
Arkansas.  This  stock  sold  rapidly,  and  they  soon 
ordered  another  carload.  The  firm  does  an  ex- 
clusive cash  trade,  and  in  1889  had  a gross  busi- 
ness of  $25,000.  Mr.  Yowell  was  married  in  1882 
to  Miss  Julia  A.  Stone,  a native  of  Tennessee,  and 
to  them  have  been  born  two  children:  Joe  Edwin 
and  Mary  Alice.  The  family  belong  to  the  Chris- 
tian Church,  in  which  Mr.  Yowell  is  an  elder. 
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I want  air,  and  sunshine,  and  blue  skj’, 

The  feeling  of  the  breeze  upon  my  face, 

The  feeling  of  the  turf  beneath  my  feet. 

And  no  walls  but  the  far-off  mountain  tops.— Longfellow. 
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■>*MKE  County  in  its  northern 
part  is  composed  of  toler- 
ably high  ranges  of  sand- 
stone, and  shales  of  the 
mill-stone  grit,  which  ex- 
tend south  nearly  to  Mur- 
freesboro. South  of  this 
the  Little  Missouri  winds 
through  the  cretaceous  for- 

mation. 

At  the  Plaster  Bluff,  on  the  Little 
Missouri,  on  Sections  29  and  30.  Town- 
ship 8 south.  Range  25  west,  are  valu- 
able beds  of  gypsum.  This  plaster- 
bed  must  become  of  some  practical 
importance,  from  the  tine  quality  of 
the  plaster-stone  that  may  be  obtained 
here,  and  from  the  associate  lime- 
stone, both  highly  useful  to  the  agri- 
culturist as  mineral  fertilizers. 

Royston’ s chalybeate  spring  is  sit- 
uated on  the  east  half  of  the  southwest  quarter  of 
Section  33,  Towuship  7 south,  Range  25  west.  It 
is  a saline  chalybeate,  and  possesses  good  medic- 
inal properties.  The  hardshell  limestone  of  the 
cretaceous  formation  shows  itself  frequently  in  the 
vicinity  of  Murfreesboro,  but  it  is  mostly  covered 
by  a quaternary  gravel.  There  is  also  cretaceous 


limestone  on  the  north  side  of  Prairie  Creek,  bear- 
ing south  of  west,  which  extends  two  or  three 
miles,  and  is  then  succeeded  by  sandstone  and 
slate.  No  limestone  was  observed  from  the  mouth 
of  Prairie  Creek,  on  the  Little  Missouri,  to  the  ex- 
treme southeastern  limit  of  this  county. 

Along  the  valleys  of  Pike  County  are  found 
some  of  the  most  fertile  farming  lands  in  Southern 
Arkansas,  narrow  bottoms  between  the  hills,  on 
which  the  farmers  have  no  trouble  to  raise  a bale 
of  cotton  every  year.  The  bottom  lands  along  the 
Little  Missouri  River  are  of  considerable  extent, 
covering  much  of  the  southern  and  southwestern 
parts  of  the  country.  Not  more  than  a sixth  of 
these  man-nilicent  lands  is  under  cultivation, 

O 

while  the  extensive  tracts  yet  awaiting  occupation 
are  ample  to  support  a population  equaling  all  the 
inhabitants  of  the  county  now.  Pike  County  may 
justly  be  called  a good  farming  country,  though 
the  northern  portions  are  hilly,  broken  and  rough: 
the  other  parts  have  a good  sandy  soil,  running 
into  a sandy  loam,  with  clay  subsoil,  with  large 
tracts  of  the  celebrated  red  lands,  which  are  the 
most  productive  of  all  upland  soils.  All  these 
lands  are  very  easily  cultivated,  not  requiring 
more  than  a third  of  the  labor  which  the  planters 
of  the  Mississippi  River  bottoms  are  compelled  to 
bestow  on  theirs  to  make  crops:  for  this  reason,  the 
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farmer  in  the  uplands  of  Pike  County  realizes  as 
much,  in  proportion  to  the  labor  expended,  as  the 
! planter  in  more  fertile  localities.  This  fact,  coupled 
j with  the  more  favorable  conditions  of  health  and 
good  water,  show  the  advantages  of  Pike  County 
as  a place  of  permanent  residence.  Cotton  is  the 
! principal  crop,  and  an  average  yield  for  bottom 
lands  is  1,400  pounds,  and  the  uplands  800  pounds 
per  acre.  The  people  of  this  county  also  raise 
almost  everything  that  is  needed  for  home  con- 
sumption in  the  way  of  vegetables  and  fruits,  and 
nearly  all  their  meat,  which  shows  the  independent 
position  of  the  people  here.  With  the  introduction 
of  fertilization,  and  a more  careful,  and  possibly 
a more  scientific  method  of  farming,  Pike  County 
would  at  once  show  what  her  productive  capacities 
are.  Fruit  here  may  be  depended  on  to  yield 
. abundant  crops  every  year,  and  some  sorts,  as  the 
peach  and  plum,  reach  a degree  of  perfection  that  j 
few  other  localities  can  show.  With  railroad  com- 
munication to  the  north,  all  kinds  of  berries  might 
be  raised  and_  placed  on  the  early  markets  at  a high 
j price,  which  would  insure  a large  profit  to  the 
grower.  No  county  is  better  adapted  for  extensive 
engagement  in  this  industry. 

The  timber  districts  of  the  county  embrace  all 
i its  territory,  except  those  portions  under  cultiva- 
tion, and  may  be  estimated  at  three  quarters  of  its 
entire  area.  On  this  many  square  miles  of  primi- 
tive  forest  lands  are  found  some  of  the  finest  tim- 
ber of  which  Arkansas  can  boast.  There  is  a belt 
that  crosses  the  county  about  ten  miles  north  of 
the  county  seat  that  is  absolutely  unsurpassed,  and 
on  the  advent  of  a railroad  through  the  county 
i would  at  once  figure  as  a great  wealth-producing 
source.  The  most  valuable  timber  trees  are  short 
leaf  pine,  of  which  there  is  an  immense  quantity, 
oak  of  several  varieties,  hickory,  walnut,  ash, 
maple,  sycamore,  and  red  gum.  Very  little  timber 
has  ever  been  cut  and  sold  from  this  county,  none 
except  what  was  rafted  down  the  Little  Missouri 
River,  and  that  industry  was  discontinued  many 
years  ago. 

Gypsum,  or  plaster-stone,  is  found  in  this 
county  in  quantities  so  large  that  it  may  be  said  to 
be  inexhaustible.  A ledge  of  this  rock  rises  from 
the  river  two  miles  below  Murfreesboro.  It  is  in  a 
wonderful  state  of  purity,  and  only  needs  trans- 
portation to  be  placed  on  the  markets  of  the 
world. 

Kaolin,  or  porcelain  clay,  is  found  in  wonder- 
ful abundance  in  several  places,  but  principally  in 
a locality  eight  miles  east  of  Murfreesboro.  This 
is  in  a degree  of  purity  rarely  seen,  and  from  the 
extent  of  the  deposit  will  become  a valuable  source  | 


of  revenue  to  the  county  when  it  can  be  placed  on 
the  market. 

Pike  ranks  with  other  counties  in  Southern  Ar- 
kansas in  the  favorable  conditions  of  the  people’s 
general  health.  Children  are  particularly  free 
from  fatal  diseases,  and  among  this  class  there  are 
few  deaths.  Statistics  from  physicians  reveal 
an  annual  death  rate  of  about  thirteen  to  the 
thousand  inhabitants  of  the  county,  a lower  rate 
than  will  be  found  in  almost  any  other  part  of  the 
country. 

Pike  County  is  situated  in  the  southwestern 
part  of  Arkanses,  between  the  thirty- fourth  and 
thirty-fifth  degrees  of  north  latitude,  and  ninety- 
third  and  ninety-fourth  degrees  of  west  longitude. 
It  is  bounded  on  the  north  by  Montgomery,  on  the 
east  by  Clark,  on  the  south  by  Nevada  and  Hemp- 
stead, and  on  the  west  by  Hempstead  and  Howard 
Counties.  It  has  an  area  of  620  square  miles. 
The  topography  of  this  county  is  much  varied. 
The  northern  and  central  portions  are  quite  mount- 
ainous, some  of  the  highest  hills  rising  to  an  ele- 
vation of  300  feet  above  the  Little  Missouri. 
These  ranges  of  hills  have  a general  trend  of  north- 
west and  southeast,  and  amid  them  are  many 
beautiful  valleys  noted  for  their  fertility.  The 
southern  part  of  the  county  is  much  more  regular 
in  surface,  and  abounds  in  broader  valleys,  along 
the  larger  streams.  There  is  much  bottom  land 
in  this  section,  a great  deal  of  which  equals  the 
Arkansas  River  Valley  in  fertility  and  productive- 
ness. and  is  much  more  easily  cultivated. 

The  county  is  thickly  traversed  by  many 
streams,  of  which  the  Little  Missouri  River  is  the 
largest  and  most  important.  This  stream  rises  in 
Polk  County,  enters  Pike  in  the  extreme  north- 
western corner,  flows  southeast,  and  after  forming  a 
portion  of  the  southern  boundary  line  leaves  the 
county  at  its  southeastern  corner.  The  bottom  lands 
along  the  valley  of  this  beautiful  river  are  very  fer- 
tile, and  will  rank  in  productiveness  with  any  in  the 
State.  Antoine  Creek  is  formed  by  the  union  of 
three  small  streams  in  the  northeastern  part  of  the 
county,  and  flows  south,  forming  a portion  of  the 
county’s  eastern  boundary,  and  empties  in  the 
Little  Missouri  River,  at  the  extreme  southeastern 
part  of  the  county.  Saline  Creek  rises  near  the 
central  part  of  the  county,  Hows  south  about  fifteen 
miles  and  empties  in  the  Little  Missouri.  Moolf 
Creek  rises  near  the  central  part  of  the  county, 
flows  southeast  and  empties  in  the  Antoine  Creek. 
Rock  Creek  rises  in  the  northern  part  of  the  county, 
flows  southeast  and  empties  in  the  Caddo.  Caddo 
River  flows  for  a short  distance  through  the  north- 
eastern part  of  the  county.  The  Muddy  Fork  of 
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the  Little  Missouri  River  rises  in  Howard  County, 
flowing  east  into  the  Clear  Fork  of  the  Little  Mis- 
souri, near  Murfreesboro.  Woodall  Creek  rises 
near  the  center  of  the  county,  flows  northeast  and 
! empties  into  Antoine  Creek.  The  early  land  en- 
try books  were  destroyed  by  tire,  so  it  is  impossi- 
ble to  ascertain  who  were  positively  the  first  settlers 
here.  The  following  list,  though  incomplete,  is 
| of  some  who  were  living  here  prior  to  1830:  Jere- 

miah Davis,  Joseph  Davis,  Asa  Thompson,  John 
Hughes,  James  Hughes,  Oliver  Brewer,  Sr.,  Henry 
' Brewer,  Gabriel  Oliver,  John  White,  George 
Hensley,  David  Dickson,  David  Huddleston.  John 
Blocker,  W illiam  Stone,  the  Kelleys — Elijah  and 
William — Isaac  White.  None  of  these  men  are 
now  living,  but  many  descendants  of  nearly  all 
are  to  be  found  here  enjoying  health  and  happi- 
ness, and  nearly  all  prosperity.  To  continue  the 
list  of  later  arrivals  in  full,  would  make  such  a 
long  report  that  a few  names  are  selected  of  those 
who  were  found  to  be  prominent  in  the  county's 
early  history and  who  arrived  prior  to  1860:  The 

McDonald  family,  Henry  Merrill,  John  Matlock, 
Taylor  Polk,  Edwin  Owens,  Jesse  Jenkins,  the 
Stone  family,  William  Bizzell,  William  Cooley, 
John  R.  Rodgers,  H.  H.  Meredith.  James  Scott, 
Thomas  McClure,  Jordan  Reese,  Sloman  Reese, 
Levi  Davis,  Hiram  Stell  and  family,  the  Wing- 
fields, the  Eppersons.  John  Gillam,  the  Fore- 
sters, Euen  Alford,  William  Orrick,  Abner  Hen- 
derson, Sr.,  James  H.  Kirkham,  Josiah  Corbell, 
Dr.  Thomas  Conway,  Henry  Lynn.  Henry  Carter. 
Pleasant  While,  the  Huddlestons.  Many  of  these 
men  are  still  living,  and  enjoying  the  repose  of  a 
well-spent  life,  after  the  cares  and  fatigues  of 
pioneer  settlement. 

From  the  report  of  County  Examiner  Charles 
E.  Stelle,  made  to  the  State  superintendent  of  pub- 
lic instruction  in  1888,  the  following  copy  is  taken, 
referring  to  the  condition  of  schools  here: 

“Enumeration — White,  3,020;  colored,  156. 
During  the  year  ending  June  30.  1888,  there  was  ex- 
pended: For  schools,  $4,788.79;  for  teachers'  sal- 
aries, 84,775.29;  the  average  monthly  salary  paid 
teachers,  831.48;  number  of  teachers.  48;  number 
of  colored  teachers,  2:  average  term  of  schools,  3 
months;  number  of  districts,  39;  number  voting 
tax,  15;  average  tax  voted,  43  mills:  number  of 
school- houses,  12;  value  of  school -houses,  81,240. 

“A  majority  of  the  schools  were  taught  in 
houses  used  also  for  churches,  and  that  are  not  the 
property  of  the  district,  and  hence  are  not  reported 
as  public  school -houses. 

" That  the  public  schools  are  increasing  in  popu- 
larity and  usefulness  is  undoubted.  Mv  first  ap- 


pointment as  examiner  of  this  county  Was  in  Janu- 
ary, 1S7S,  and  during  that  year  I licensed  six 
teachers.  Every  district  was  in  debt,  and  hostility 
to  public  schools  was  universal  and  outspoken. 
Last  year  I issued  thirty-nine  certificates  to  teach- 
ers, and  this  year  have  issued  forty-five.  The  dis- 
tricts are  all  out  of  debt,  and  men  who,  a few  years 
ago,  worked  against  school-tax,  now  vote  and  work 
for  it.  There  are  no  denominational  schools  in  the 
county,  and  not  many  private  schools  are  taught." 

It  will  be  seen  from  the  above  that  the  public 
schools  of  Pike  County  are  rapidly  improving,  and 
from  the  almost  universal  desire  of  the  people  to 
still  advance  the  grade  and  standard,  we  may  soon 
expect  to  see  a much  greater  and  more  favorable 
change.  There  are  several  excellent  schools  in 
the  county,  and  the  school  at  Murfreesboro, 
especially,  shows  most  favorably.  There  are  taught, 
besides  the  required  branches,  Latin,  algebra,  anal- 
ysis and  physiology.  This  school  is  in  charge 
of  J.  B.  Thomasson,  and  has  an  enumeration  of 
eighty-seven.  After  the  free  session  of  four 
months  expires,  he  conducts  a private  term  of  six 
months. 

Among  the  county  and  other  officers  called 
upon  to  occupy  positions  of  usefulness  are  the 
following: 

County  judges  — W.  Sorrels,  1833-35;  W. 
Kelley,  1835-40;  D.  Huddleston,  1840-44;  W. 
Kelley,  1844-48;  James  Scott,  1848-50;  Isaac 
White,  1850-52;  James  McDavel,  1852—54:  D. 
Huddleston.  1854-04;  E.  Kellev,  1866-68;  R.  A. 
Cox.  1868-72:  D.  Huddleston,  1874-80;  J.  C. 
McKetchan,  1880-82;  T.  J.  Tolleson,  1882-84; 
T.  B.  Stephens,  1884-86;  Isaac  Coolev,  1886-88; 
W.  N.  McClure,  1888-90. 

County  clerks — D.  S.  Dickson,  1833-48;  W. 
H.  Preston,  1848-50;  T.  K.  Dassy,  1850-52:  J. 
S.  Owens,  1852-54;  W.  R.  McFarlin,  1854-56; 
W.  J.  Kelley,  1856-62;  J.  H.  Howard,  1862-64; 
H.  P.  Howard.  1868-74;  W.  J.  White,  1874-75; 
M.  W.  Hill,  1875-78;  W.  B.  Thomasson,  1878-84: 
J.  O.  A.  Bush.  1884-90. 

Sheriffs — John  Hughes.  1833—35 ; Isaac  White. 
1835—40;  H.  Brewer,  1840—42;  L.  Huddleston. 

1 1842-54;  W.  Gilmer,  1854-62;  J.  M.  Davis,  1862 
-66;  B.  S.  Davis,  1866-72;  W.  J.  Reed,  18^2- .4: 
A.  F.  Wilson,  1874-76;  J.  P.  Copeland,  1876-80; 
W.  N.  McClure,  1880-86:  J.  P.  Gosnell,  1SS6- 
88:  A.  W.  Parker,  1888-90. 

Treasurers— John  Hughes,  1838-40;  H.  Iviz- 
zia.  1840-42;  R.  Stringer.  1842-52;  D.  Huddle- 
ston, 1854-56;  J.  D.  Brewer.  1856-60;  J.  R-  P. 
Elzy.  1860-64;  T.  W.  McClure,  1864-66;  John 
Wanner,  1866— 1 2;  T.  G.  Strawn,  18(2—74;  \\  . J. 
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Jackson,  1874-70;  W.  J.  Smidlev,  1870-78;  J.  A. 
Holland,  1878-82;  J.  W.  Covington,  1882-84;  H. 

F.  Fagan,  1884-80;  W.  M.  Kizzia.  18S0-90. 

Coroners — J.  W.  Dickson,  1833-35;  J.  H. 
Kirkham,  1835-30;  Henry  Brewer,  1830-40;  W.  | 
H.  Atkins,  1840-42;  B.  Scott,  1842-44;  Isaac 
Hay,  1844-40:  W.  B.  Speer,  1840-48:  T.  J.  Con- 
way, 1848-50;  S.  S.  Thompson,  1850-52;  W. 
Huddleston,  1852-54;  T.  J.  Conway,  1854-50;  C. 
M.  Crawford,  1850-58;  Benjamin  Bryant,  1858-  ; 
60:  W.  J.  Thompson,  1800-02;  W.  Huddleston. 
1862-04;  D.  Womack.  1804-00:  T.  J.  Strawu, 
1866-08;  G.  W.  Logan.  1868-72;  G.  W.  Trapley, 
1872—74;  C.  N.  Westerman,  1874-76:  John  Gor- 
ham, 1876-82:  C.  N.  Westerman,  1882-86:  D.  L. 
Bowen,  1886-88;  J.  J.  Wingfield,  1888-90. 

Surveyors — E.  K.  Williams.  1835-36;  J.  H. 
Kirkham,  1836-38;  William  Johnson.  1840-42:  i 
T.  Scott,  1842-44;  J.  H.  Kirkham,  1846-48:  Will- 
iam Johnson.  1850-52;  W.  R.  McFarlin,  1852- 
54;  James  Scott,  1854-56;  Cyrus  Hubble,  1856- 
58;  W.  R.  McFarlin,  1858-60;  Cvrus  Hubble, 
1860-62;  F.  J.  McFarlin.  1862-64; ‘W.  R.  Smid- 
lev,  1864-66:  J.  M.  Southerland,  1860-68;  C.  S. 
Cox,  1808-72;  J.  S.  Corbel  1,  1872-80;  R.  S. 
Burke,  1880-82;  J.  S.  Thomasson,  1882-90. 

Assessors— John  Wagner,  1868-72;  W.  N.  Mc- 
Clure, 1872-74:  G.  W.  Logan,  1874-82;  J.  P. 
Gosnell,  1882-86:  W.  N.  McFarland,  1886-88; 
B.  F.  Bryant,  1888-90. 

Pike  County  has  been  represented  in  theGen  - 
eral  Assembly  by  the  following  members:  Asa 
Thompson.  1836-38;  John  Wilson  in  1840;  Will- 
iam Bizzell  in  1842-43;  Elijah  Kelley  in  1840;  Will- 
iam Gilmer,  1848-51 ; Samuel  Kelley,  1852-53;  W. 
B. Gould,  1 854—55 ; Elijah  Kellev,  1856—57;  Gideon 
Mason.  1858-59;  Willis  Jones,  1860-62;  W.  B. 
Gould.  1802;  M.  Stennette,  1864-05;  W.B.  Gould, 
1865;  J.  A.  McCollum,  1866-67;  J.  R.  Bush,  1808 
-69;  John  Wagner,  1871;  B.  D.  Brock  in  1874:  W. 
Hoover,  1874-75:  B.  D.  Brock, 1877:  H.W.Carter, 
1879;  J.  A.  Davis,  1881-85;  J.  P.  Copeland.  1885; 
J.  P.  Dunn,  1887-90. 

In  the  Senate  of  the  State  are  found  the  follow- 
ing members  from  this  countv:  James  H.  Howard, 
1871-73:  O.  D.  East.  1874-77;  J.  P.  Copeland. 
1887-90. 

Mr.  James  H.  Howard  was  prosecuting  attorney 
of  this,  the  Eighth  Judicial  District,  in  1873-75. 

The  member  to  the  Constitutional  Convention 
of  1836  was  Elijah  Kelley;  in  1874,  Henry  W. 
Carter. 

The  military  operations  in  Pike  County  con- 
sisted in  supplying  the  Confederate  army  with  two 
full  companies,  raised  and  dispatched  to  the  front 


in  1861,  and  many  recruits,  both  volunteers  and 
conscripts,  at  later  periods  in  the  strife.  A large 
number  of  men,  estimated  by  some  as  many  as 
200  left  the  county,  presumedly  to  join  the  Federal 
army;  many  of  these,  however,  went  North,  and 
engaged  in  civil  pursuits  till  the  fighting  was  over, 
when  they  returned,  and  many  are  living  here  at 
the  present  time. 

The  first  company  for  the  Confederate  army 
was  recruited  in  the  summer  of  1861.  At  its  or- 
ganizatian  Mr.  Frank  Black  was  elected  captain, 
W.  B.  Gould,  first,  J.  N.  McCullum,  second,  and 
H.  C.  Polk,  third  lieutenant.  This  company  left 
Murfreesboro  in  July  of  1861,  and  marched  to 
Van  Buren.  where  they  were  organized  into  the 
Fourth  Arkansas  Regiment  Infantry,  and  dispatched 
to  Southwestern  Missouri;  from  that  State  fell  back 
to  Northwestern  Arkansas,  and  participated  in  the 
battle  of  Pea  Ridge.  They  were  then  sent  east  of 
the  Mississippi  River,  where  they  were  attached  to 
the  army  of  Gen.  Joseph  E.  Johnston,  under  whom 
they  served  until  his  surrender  in  North  Carolina, 
in  1865. 

Capt.  Black  died  at  Cross  Hollow,  Ark.,  in 
1862,  and  Lieut.  Gould  was  promoted  to  the  va- 
cant office;  he  resigned  soon  after,  on  account  of 
ill  health,  when  Sergt.  B.  D.  Brock  was  elected 
to  the  command,  and  led  the  company  in  many 
closely  contested  battles,  till  the  surrender.  Lieut. 
McCollum  resigned  some  time  in  1862,  and  soon 
after  joined  the  Federal  army,  with  whom  he  fought 
till  the  end  of  the  strife.  Less  than  a dozen  veter- 
ans of  this  company  are  living  in  Pike  County  now, 
among  whom  are  Dr.  \Y.  D.  Alford,  Rev.  G.  M . 
Brock.  M.  Iv.  Brock.  Eria  Webb  and  Cyrus  McRae. 

Later  in  1861  another  company  was  recruited, 
by  William  J.  Kelley.  At  the  organization,  Mr. 
Kelley  was  elected  captain,  and  VV.  M.  Gilmer, 
first,  Granderson  D.  Preston,  second,  and  Dr.  B. 
R.  Dickson,  third  lieutenant.  This  company  was 
organized  in  the  Sixth  Arkansas  Infantry.  After 
the  battle  of  Pea  Ridge,  in  which  they  were  en- 
gaged, they  proceeded  aci’oss  the  Mississippi  River. 
After  several  engagements  they  were  with  the 
army  at  the  defense  of  Port  Hudson,  and  sustained 
the  noted  siege  of  that  place;  at  its  fall,  they  were 
! paroled,  and  very  few  ever  joined  the  army  again. 
Capt.  Kelley  had  resigned,  on  account  of  bad 
health,  soon  after  the  troops  reached  the  front;  he 
returned  home,  and  lived  in  Pike  County  till  his 
death,  in  1867. 

Pike  County  has  but  a small  indebtedness,  and 
that  is  being  rapidly  paid  off;  were  it  not  for  a 
constitutional  provision,  limiting  the  amount  per 
cent,  of  the  tax  levy,  the  people  would  be  glad  to 
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liquidate  the  total  sum  in  a few  years.  The  debt 
stood  $10,000  at  the  beginning  of  1889,  and  during 
that  year  it  was  reduced  to  $2,000.  At  the  close 
of  the  war  the  county  debt  was  very  small,  but 
during  reconstruction  days  it  was  considerably  in- 
creased. The  erection  of  a new  jail  in  1SS4  added 
some  $6,000,  to  the  amount,  but  it  may  be  safely 
predicted  that  during  the  next  four  or  tive  years 
this  will  all  be  obliterated. 

The  highest  rate  of  taxation  was  in  1878,  when 
there  was  a levy  of  42  mills  for  county  and  State 
purposes.  From  1868  to  1874  county  scrip  fell  in 
value  to,  in  many  cases,  no  more  than  10  cents 
on  the  dollar,  but  now  it  has  a cash  value  of  about 
50  cents.  The  assessed  value  of  county  property, 
both  real  and  personal,  was.  in  1889,  $765,177.  In 
1874  the  total  assessment  was  $342,379;  an  in- 
crease, it  will  be  seen,  in  fifteen  years,  of  $422, 
798.  This  healthy  growth  is  simply  the  increased 
value  of  farm  property,  and  may  be  counted  on  to 
increase,  in  even  a more  rapid  proportion,  in  the 
future,  as  much  land  is  being  reduced  to  a state  of 
cultivation  by  both  the  native  citizens  and  immi- 
grants, and  of  the  home  seekers  in  Arkansas,  Pike 
County  is  receiving  quite  a liberal  share. 

The  former  system  of  the  farmers  placing  their 
growing  and  prospective  crops  under  mortgage,  to 
run  them  till  harvest  time,  is  becoming  much  less 
prevalent  every  year.  But  little  real  estate  is 
under  mortgage,  and  the  rich  agricultural  resources 
of  the  county  are  bringing  independence  to  the 
people. 

Pike  comprises  one  of  the  seven  counties  of  the 
Eighth  Judicial  District,  over  which  Judge  Rufus 
D.  Hearn  now  presides,  with  W.  M.  Greene  pros- 
ecuting attorney.  Its  legal  talent  in  early  days 
was  mostly  supplied  by  lawyers  from  the  Hemp- 
stead County  bar,  so  we  do  not  find  a very  strong 
showing  in  point  of  numbers  among  its  lawyers, 
though  several  names  from  this  county  became 
prominent  in  later  years. 

Hon.  A.  B.  Williams,  at  present  a member  of 
the  Utah  Commission,  was  born  in  Hempstead 
County,  and  settled  at  Murfreesboro.  Pike  County. 

| where  he  was  admitted  to  the  bar.  and  became  the 
first  resident  attorney.  He  lived  and  practiced 
here  for  many  years,  and  was  known  as  one  of  the 
most  brilliant  lawyers  of  the  State.  During  and 
i since  the  war  William  J.  Kelley  practiced  at  this 
: bar.  Among  others  was  J.  H.  Lathrop.  J.  H. 
Howard,  a citizen  of  this  county,  held  the  office  of 
county  clerk  and  State  Senator,  and  was  admitted 
to  the  bar  here  in  1870;  this  gentleman  now  re^. 
sides  in  Oklahoma.  Hon.  L.  S.  Corbell  was  ad- 
mitted to  the  bar  here  in  1873;  he  has  mainly  re- 


sided in  this  and  Hempstead  County,  and  is  at  pres- 
ent the  only  resident  attorney  in  the  county. 

There  has  been  but  one  legal  execution  in  the 
county,  and  this  was  the  hanging  of  Tyre  O’Neal 
for  horse  stealing,  about  1840. 

John  M.  Dickson,  a constable,  while  attempt- 
ing to  seize  a horse  belonging  to  E.  K.  Williams, 
against  whom  he  held  an  execution  for  debt, 
was  shot  and  killed  on  the  spot  by  the  latter.  A 
Mr.  McLaughlin,  a witness  to  this  tragedy,  at- 
tempted to  arrest  Williams,  whereupon  he  drew  a 
knife  and  stabbed  him  to  the  heart.  Williams, 
whose  true  name  was  afterward  discovered  to  be 
E.  A.  Carr,  escaped,  and  was  never  afterward 
heard  from.  This  happened  in  1837,  and  Mr. 
McLaughlin,  one  of  the  murdered  men.  was  one  of 
the  pioneer  schoolmasters  of  Pike  County.  He  was 
at  that  time  teaching  school  at  Murfreesboro. 

A.  M.  Lester  was  hansred  during  the  war  by  a 
posse  of  men  termed  “ independent  soldiers.  Mr. 
Lester  had  become  obnoxious  to  these  people,  with 
whom  he  had  had  repeated  difficulties.  He  had 
been  warned  to  leave  the  county,  but  had  been 
promised  protection  by  the  governor.  He  was, 
notwithstanding,  taken  by  force  one  day,  .while  in 
Murfreesboro,  and  hanged  to  a tree  near  the  bank 
of  the  Little  Missouri  River. 

James  Kimbough  and  Henry  Jenkins,  two 
boys,  each  about  sixteen  years  of  age,  had  a quar- 
rel which  resulted  in  a fight,  in  1862.  Kimbough 
seized  a stone,  with  wffiich  he  struck  Jenkins 
on  the  head,  indicting  fatal  injuries.  Kimbough 
was  indicted,  and  tried  at  the  next  term  of  court, 
but  was  acquitted. 

In  the  fall  of  1869  William  Brewer,  while  in  a 
drunken  altercation  with  John  D.  Hancock,  in  a 
store  in  Murfreesboro,  stabbed  him  in  the  throat, 
indicting  a wound  from  which  he  died  at  once. 
Brewer  was  indicted,  and  the  case  was  continued 
in  the  circuit  court  for  several  years,  but  he  died  a 
natural  death  before  he  was  brought  to  trial. 

One  day,  in  1873,  Mr.  W.  W.  Creecv  was  plow- 
ing in  his  field,  he  was  shot  and  killed  by  George 
Lee.  Lee  was  arrested  and  indicted,  but  soon 
made  his  escape. 

The  Rev  John  Alford,  a highly  respected  citizen 
of  this  county,  was  shot  and  killed  while  standing 
in  the  doorway  of  his  home  in  Murfreesboro,  on 
April  30,  1874.  Positive  proofs  as  to  who  did  this 
deed  were  lacking,  yet  suspicion  pointed  to  W.  R. 
Hall  and  A.  II.  White.  Hall  was  arrested  first, 
and  after  preliminary  examination,  was  placed  in 
jail,  from  which  he  was  promptly  released  by  his 
friends.  He  left  the  county,  and  has  never  re- 
turned. ’ White  was  afterward  arrested  on  indict- 
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ment  and  placed  in  jail,  but  was  permitted  to  go 
out  under  guard.  He  bad  been  privately  furnished 
with  a revolver,  and  one  day  he  made  an  assault  on 
the  guard  and  succeeded  in  making  his  escape.  A 
reward  of  SI, 000  was  offered  for  his  capture,  but 
for  over  a year  he  roamed  at  large.  In  July,  1875, 
two  of  his  friends,  J.  J.  and  H.  D.  Cos,  concluded 
to  hand  him  over  to  the  authorities  for  the  reward, 
but  in  attempting  to  secure  his  capture  they  killed 
him. 

In  the  fall  of  1875  Riley  Thomas  killed  WAV. 
Kitchens,  by  knocking  him  on  the  head  with  a 
shovel.  Thomas  made  his  escape,  and  was  never 
brought  to  justice. 

In  1885  W.  M.  Wallace  killed  George  Doug- 
las, shooting  him  from  the  window  of  a house,  as 
he  passed  along  the  road.  Wallace  was  at  once 
arrested  and  bound  over  by  the  examining  court, 
but  was  not  indicted  by  the  grand  jury,  who  looked 
upon  it  as  justifiable  homicide,  from  the  fact  that 
Douglas  had  repeatedly  made  threats  to  take 
Williams’  life. 

In  1886  Art  Miller  was  shot  by  unknown  par- 
ties. John  Brooks  was  arrested,  indicted  and 
tried  for  the  crime,  but  acquitted,  as  the  State 
could  produce  no  evidence  of  his  guilt. 

The  murder  of  Frank  Ward  in  Howard  County, 
and  the  burning  of  his  murderers  in  the  Murfrees- 
boro jail  are  well  remembered. 

On  April  5,  1884,  Frank  Ward  was  murdered 
in  Howard  County,  by  Henry  Polk,  Sylvester  Polk 
and  Monroe  Kuykendall.  The  facts  of  the  killing 
and  the  incidents  of  the  arrest  of  the  murderers, 
were  as  follows:  Ward  was  a peddler,  who  was  on 
a trip  through  Howard  County.  He  was  gone  so 
long  that  his  brother,  a resident  of  Prescott,  Ne- 
vada County,  started  to  follow  him  up.  He  was 
easily  traced  to  the  home  of  the  Polks,  but 
from  that  place  his  trail  was  lost.  The  men, 
Henry  and  Sylvester  Polk  and  Kuvkendall,  were 
soon  arrested  on  suspicion,  and  searching  parties 
began  a vigorous  search  for  the  body,  for  which  a 
reward  of  §50  had  been  offered.  No  trace  of  it 
was  discovered  till  one  of  the  prisoners  voluntarily 
suggested  that  they  look  in  a heap  of  ashes  in  the 
woods.  This  was  done,  and  examination  revealed 
ample  proof  that  the  body  had  been  consumed  by 
fire,  and  from  time  to  time,  as  much  was  admitted 
by  the  prisoners.  These  three  men  were  promptly 
indicted,  but  a change  of  venue  was  taken  from 
Howard  to  Pike  County,  and  the  prisoners  were 
brought  to  Murfreesboro.  The  jail  at  this  place 
being  very  insecure,  the  prisoners  were  taken^to 
Little  Rock,  and  placed  in  the  penitentiary  for 
safe  keeping,  and  while  there  Kuykendall  died. 
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At  the  April  term  of  circuit  court  in  1885,  the 
other  two,  Henry  and  Sylvester,  were  placed  on 
trial  separately,  both  were  convicted,  Sylvester 
was  sentenced  to  be  hung,  and  Henry  to  twenty- 
one  years’  imprisonment  in  the  penitentiary. 
From  a technical  error  in  the  proceedings  of  this 
court  the  prisoners  were  granted  a new  trial.  This 
proceeding,  which  promised  the  possible  defeat  of 
justice,  and  the  escape  from  well-merited  punish- 
ment of  the  perpetrators  of  a heinous  crime,  must 
have  outraged  the  feelings  of  some  of  the  people, 
for  after  two  unsuccessful  attempts  had  been 
made  by  armed  mobs  to  take  the  prisoners  from 
the  jail,  a third  was  made  on  the  night  of  Septem- 
ber 5,  1SS5.  when,  as  they  could  not  be  taken 
from  the  iron  cell,  a tire  was  started,  which  par- 
tially consumed  the  jail,  and  burned  the  two  pris- 
oners confined  within  to  death. 

After  this  tragedy,  there  was  a mass- meeting 
held  at  Murfreesboro,  which  was  largely  attended 
by  the  citizens,  who  strongly  condemned  the  action 
of  mob  law,  and  all  acts  of  violence,  that  might 
place  the  county  under  an  unenviable  stigma. 
Public  opinion  and  the  hostility  of  the  people  at 
once  became  so  pronounced  against  the  perpetrat- 
ors of  such  diabolical  deeds,  that  it  is  thought 
most  of  those  concerned  have  moved  away.  At 
least,  to  the  credit  of  Pike  County,  it  may  be  said 
that  few  lawless  acts,  of  even  the  most  trivial 
nature,  have  since  occurred.  The  law  is  rigidly 
enforced  and  quietly  obeyed,  and  the  citizens  of 
all  sections  are  earnest  in  their  efforts  to  show  the 
world  that  no  one  can  condemn  mob  violence,  and 
its  attendant  evils,  more  vigorously  than  they. 

The  governor  offered  a reward  of  §250  each 
for  the  arrest  of  every  person  concerned  in  this 
affair,  but  no  evidence  was  ever  secured  to  justify 
the  apprehension  of  any  one. 

Dennis  Brooks  was  murdered  in  1885,  at 
Langly,  in  the  northern  part  of  this  county,  by 
Sylvester  Churchill,  his  nephew,  who  shot  him  in 
the  back  with  a Winchester  ride,  as  he  was  riding 
away  on  his  horse.  There  had  been  no  recent  dif- 
ficulty between  the  parties,  but  it  was  supposed  to 
be  in  revenge  for  fancied  wrongs  indicted  on 
Churchill  when  a boy.  After  the  shooting.  Church- 
ill mounted  his  horse  and  rode  off  toward  his  home 
in  Scott  County.  He  was  immediately  pursued  by 
several  parties,  and  soon  captured  by  Constable 
James  Epperson,  who  brought  him  back  to  this 
county  and  confined  him  in  the  old  jail  at  Mur- 
freesboro. Ou  the  night  of  October  20,  1885, 
the  jail  was  burned  by  unknown  incendiaries,  and 
Churchill  perished  in  the  flames.  A reward  of 
§500  was  offered  by  Gov.  Hughes  for  the  apprehen- 
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sion  of  any  person  concerned  in  this  crime,  bat  no 
arrests  were  ever  made. 

With  the  exception  of  these  two  cases  of  mob 
violence,  Pike  County  can  show  a wonderfully 
clear  record  of  criminal  cases;  in  proof  of  this,  it 
is, proper  to  state  that  the  grand  jury’s  report  at 
the  January  term  of  the  circuit  court  of  184)0,  re- 
veals but  live  indictments,  and  these  for  but  very 
paltry  offenses  against  the  law. 

Pike  County  was  organized  by  an  act  of  the 
Territorial  Legislature,  November  1,  1833,  and 
Elijah  Kelly  and  Henry  Brewer  were  selected  as 
I commissioners  to  locate  the  seat  of  justice.  At 
that  time  but  three  settlements  had  been  made 
within  the  county  limits — Wolf  Creek,  east,  and 
the  Brewer  settlement  on  Muddy  Fork,  west,  and 
a few  families  at  the  point  of  the  place  selected  for 
the  county  seat.  A log  court-house,  and  a small 
frame  building  for  the  clerk’s  office,  were  at  once 
erected.  Mr.  Asa  Thompson  was  the  only  man 
living  in  the  immediate  vicinity,  and  a post-office 
had  been  established  at  his  house  in  a very  early 
day,  with  the  name  of  Zebulon.  Now  that  it  became 
the  county  seat  of  the  new  county,  the  people,  who 
were  mostly  natives  of  Tennessee,  wishing  to  per- 
petuate some  memory  of  their  present  State, 
selected  the  name  of  Murfreesboro  for  their  new 
town,  and  secured  the  change  in  the  name  of 
the  post-office.  The  county  boundaries  have  been 
somewhat  changed,  but  its  area  is  about  the  same 
that  it  was  at  tirst.  In  the  spring  of  1855  the 
clerk’s  office  was  burned,  destroying  all  the  county 
records  up  to  that  date.  In  1856,  the  county  need- 
ing more  commodious  quarters  for  both  county 
offices  and  court  purposes,  the  county  court  ordered 
the  erection  of  a new  court-house.  The  contract 
was  given  to  Brock  Bros. — Moses  and  Jackson. 
This  building  is  still  in  use.  and  in  very  good  re- 
pair. It  is  a large  two-storv  frame,  surmounted  by 
a cupola,  the  upper  story  being  devoted  to  the  use 
| of  the  circuit  court,  while  on  the  lower  floor  are  the 
offices  for  the  county  officers,  and  the  jury-rooms. 
The  first  jail  was  erected  in  1833,  and  was  used 
| till  1884.  It  was  badly  ventilated,  and  at  the  com- 
plaint of  the  physicians  of  the  county,  was  con- 
demned by  the  grand  jury,  whereupon  the  county 
court  ordered  a new  one  to  be  erected.  The  con- 
tract for  the  brick  work  was  given  to  Wright  A 
Buckston.  of  Nashville,  and  the  iron  and  cell  work 
to  P.  J.  Pauley  A Bro.,  of  St.  Louis.  It  was  fin- 
ished in  1884,  and  was  complete,  with  all  modern 
improvements,  accepted  for  the  county  by  the 
county  court,  and  cost  $6,150.  This  jail  was  par- 
tially destroyed  by  a mob,  on  the  night  of  Septem- 
ber 5,  1SS5. 


The  old  log  jail  was  destroyed  in  the  sameman- 
! Der,  and  as  elsewhere  stated,  one  prisoner  burned 
! within  it.  The  present  jail  occupies  the  site  of 
the  one  that  was  partially  destroyed  in  1885.  The 
brick  work  was  repaired  by  the  original  contractors. 
Wright  A Buckston.  the  cell  was  but  slightly  in- 
| jured,  and  was  soon  made  as  good  as  new.  It  is 
well  ventilated,  commodious  and  secure,  and  re- 
cently was  the  only  unoccupied  building  in  Mur- 
freesboro. 

Mount  Tabor  Methodist  Protestant  Church  was 
organized  in  1878,  by  Rev.  L.  S.  Nabors.  Some 
of  the  original  members  were  Mrs.  Nancy  Stewart, 
Mrs.  Mary  Hunt,  Mr.  A.  Sanford  and  wife,  Mr. 
J/oseph  M.  Scott  and  family,  Davis  Hutson  and 
family,  and  several  others,  about  twenty  in  all. 
This  church,  situated  in  the  eastern  part  of 
Brewmr  Township,  is  a good  frame  building  30x45 
feet.  The  present  pastor  is  R.  M.  Sanford. 

Mount  Zion  Methodist  Protestant  Church,  situ- 
ated in  North  Brewer  Township,  was  organized  in 
1868  by  Rev.  William  Alford.  Some  of  the  original 
members  were  Thomas  McClure  and  wife,  Joseph 
| Scott,  John  Talent  and  wife,  John  Sharp,  wife  and 
three  daughters,  Mrs.  Ruthie  Dinham.  Mrs.  John 
Lings,  and  John  Carroll,  some  twenty  in  all.  The 
present  membership  is  about  thirty,  and  the  pas- 
tor, Rev.  Robert  Sanford.  The  membership  of 
. this  church  has  reached  104.  The  organization  of 
other  churches  has  drawn  from  and  reduced  its 
present  numerical  strength. 

Muddy  Fork  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 

| South,  held  at  Central  Academy,  near  the  center 
i of  Muddy  Fork  Township,  was  organized  in  1888. 

: bv  Rev.  A.  Briggs.  Among  the  earlv  members 
were  H.  W.  Carter  and  wife,  George  Porterfield 
and  wife,  William  Porterfield  and  wife,  C.  W. 
Phillips  and  wife,  John  McBey  and  wife.  Miss  Ma- 
linda  Jones,  and  others,  about  fifteen  in  all.  This 
church  has  a present  membership  of  seventy-six 
members.  Rev.  E.  Rushing  presided  here  in  1889, 
and  Rev.  Riley  is  the  present  pastor. 

Sweet  Home  Missionary  Baptist  Church,  situ- 
j ated  in  the  southwestern  part  of  Muddy  Fork 
I Township,  was  organized  about  1881,  by  Rev.  E. 

! Merrill,  assisted  by  Rev.  John  Cornish.  The  first 
members  were  H.  G.  York  and  wife,  John  Canady, 
Mrs.  Cornish.  They  have  a present  membership 
of  eighteen,  and  worship  in  a good  frame  build- 
ing 30x50  feet.  The  present  pastor  is  H.  G.  York. 
In  connection  with  the  church  is  a flourishing  Sab- 
bath-school. 

Oak  Hill  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  was  or- 
ganized in  1889,  by  Rev.  G.  H.  Gideon,  with  a 
; membership  of  the  following  twelve:  W.  N.  Me- 
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dure  and  wife,  Mrs.  Strawn.  "William  Hurdieand 
wife,  T.  P.  D.  Stevens  and  wife,  William  Jackson 
and  wife,  W.  H.  Tidwell  and  wife,  and  Mrs.  B. 
S.  Flaliarity.  They  have  a very  good  box  house 
30x40,  and  a present  membership  of  twenty-one. 
The  present  pastor  is  O.  P.  Noble.  This  church 
is  situated  in  the  southeastern  part  of  Thompson 
Township. 

The  Missionary  Baptist  Church  of  Missouri 
Township  was  organized  in  1850,  by  Rev.  Samuel 
Kelley,  who  was  also  its  first  pastor.  I.  F.  W7elch 
is  the  present  pastor. 

Wolf  Creek  Baptist  Church  was  organized  in 
1872,  by  James  P.  Copeland,  who  was  also  the 
first  pastor.  It  had  but  five  members  originally, 
who  were  Moses  Brock.  Amanda  Brock,  W.  P. 
Henderson  and  wife,  and  John  H.  Brock.  Now 
their  membership  is  sixty- five. 

Murfreesboro  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  was 
organized  in  1841,  by  the  Revs.  Jesse  Jenkins  and 
M.  E.  Alford,  with  Rev.  Benedict  as  first  pastor. 
Some  of  ihe  earliest  members  were  Rev.  M.  E.  Al- 
ford and  family,  Rev.  Jesse  Jenkins  and  wife,  Mrs. 
Lucinda  Davis,  William  Orrick  and  wife,  Will- 
iam Kizzia  and  wife.  This  society  held  services  in 
the  old  log  court-house  for  several  years.  After 
the  erection  of  the  Academy  in  1869,  they  wor- 
shiped there  till  1888,  when  they  completed  their 
present  commodious  church  edifice,  erected  at 
an  expense  of  $S00.  The  present  pastor  is  J.  W. 
Davis.  A large  and  strong  membership  composes 
this  organization. 

Hickory  Plains  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
South,  located  in  the  northeastern  part  of  Thomp- 
son Township,  was  organized  in  April,  1882,  by 
Rev.  George  W.  Logan.  Some  of  the  first  mem- 
bers  were  C.  B.  Willett  and  wife,  J.  T.  Goulding 
and  wife,  T.  T.  L.  House  and  wife,  F.  P.  Hughes 
and  wife,  William  Greene  and  wife,  and  others, 
about  twelve  in  all.  The  present  membership  is 
fourteen,  presided  over  by  Rev.  W.  L.  Davis. 

Pike  Lodge  No.  91,  A.  F.  A A.  M.,  wTas  organ- 
ized at  Murfreesboro,  November  8.  1855,  with  the 
following  station  officers:  A.  B.  Williams,  master: 
James  M.  Evans,  senior  warden;  G.  R.  Manney, 
junior  warden.  This  lodge  soon  acquired  a large 
membership,  many  of  whom  were  bright  and  highly 
learned  in  Masonic  lore.  In  1869  they  erected  a 
two-story  lodge  building,  the  lower  tioor  of  which 
they  donated  to  the  Murfreesboro  school  district 
for  an  academy,  and  it  is  still  used  for  that  purpose. 

The  officers  elected  for  1890  were:  W.  D.  Al- 
ford, master,  J.  F.  Davis,  senior  warden:  W.  -N. 
McClure,  junior  warden;  O.  B.  Owe  its,  secretarv; 
Johu  Branch,  treasurer:  C.  P.  McGraw,  senior 


deacon;  J.  A.  Alford,  junior  deacon;  G.  W.  Brock, 
chaplain,  and  Mike  Branch,  tyler.  The  member- 
ship at  this  time  is  twenty-four. 

Murfreesboro,  the  county  seat  of  Pike  County, 
has  a beautiful  situation  on  a slightly  elevated  pla- 
teau, in  the  southern  part  of  the  county  near  the 
Little  Missouri  River.  It  occupies  the  northeast 
quarter  of  Section  17,  Township  8 south,  Range  25 
west,  and  is  the  largest  and  most  important  town  in 
the  county.  It  is  in  the  center  of  a large  scope  of 
very  fertile  river  bottom  country,  and  from  this 
thickly  settled  region,  draws  an  extensive  trade. 
The  proposed  line  of  the  Texas  extension  of  the  Lit- 
tle Rock  Railway  goes  through  the  place,  and  on  the 
probable  completion  of  that  road  in  the  near  future 
must,  from  the  wealth  of  its  surrounding  resources, 
at  once  become  an  important  point.  Its  early  set- 
tlement extends  back  to  the  twenties,  when  Mr.  Asa 
Thompson  settled  near  here,  and  erected  his  cabin, 
in  what  was  then  a densely  timbered  wilderness. 
After  a time  as  others  joined  him  in  those  back- 
woods.  with  a spirit  of  enterprise,  he  bought  a 
small  stock  of  goods,  thus  starting  the  first  store 
and  becoming  the  first  merchant  of  Pike  County. 
About  this  time  he  secured  a post-office, which  was 
named  Zebulon.  On  the  organization  of  the  county 
Mr.  Thompson  was  elected  its  first  representative, 
and  on  the  formation  of  the  different  townships, 
one  was  named  in  his  honor.  On  the  selection  of 
this  locality  for  the  seat  of  justice  for  Pike  County, 
it  was  named  Murfreesboro. 

Mr.  Edwin  Owens,  who  had  made  a settlement 
in  this  county  a short  time  before. now  located  here, 
and  erected  a hotel.  This  was  the  first  and  only 
hotel  Murfreesboro  has  ever  had,  is  still  in  excel- 
lent repair,  and  is  now  being  well  conducted  by 
Mr.  J.  H.  Conway.  Mr.  Owens  soon  after  erected 
a store  house,  and  for  some  time  did  an  extensive 
trade.  After  him.  in  business,  came  William  Pres- 
ton, and  in  a year  or  so,  Henry  Preston.  Mr.  Mc- 
Donald, and  John  Wagner.  These  men  were  all 
selling  goods  here  prior  to  1S50.  At  the  outbreak 
of  the  war,  Evans  and  Preston,  Wagner  and  Pres- 
ton, were  all  doing  a good  business,  but  very 
promptly  closed  their  doors  to  trade,  and  no  busi- 
ness was  done  here  again  till  after  the  declara- 
tion of  peace.  John  W'agner  was  the  first  to  re- 
sume; he  was  soon  followed  by  Haslip  A Hoover, 
and  these  firms  continued  in  business  for  many 
years.  The  other  important  business  houses  here 
have  been  Haslip  A Co.,  Owens  A Conway,  J.  H. 
Holland,  etc. : these  all  did  a good  trade  during 
their  time.  The  business  interests  at  the  present 
day  are  Davis  A Stevens,  Charles  E.  Stelle,  Kelley 
Bros.,  Dean  A Alford  (general  stores),  McGraw 
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& Covington  (grocers).  John  Branch  ami  Scameron 
A Mitchell  (blacksmiths  and  wagon-makers).  Stev- 
ens A Stroope,  and  Kelley  Bros,  (steam  cotton-gins 
and  mills),  W.  D.  Alford  and  X.  T.  Thomasson 
(physicians),  Joe  H.  Conway  (hotel),  Lee  Giles 
(editor  of  Pike  County  Courier),  John  H.  Stev- 
ens (justice),  and  C.  P.  McGraw  (postmaster).  The 
population  is  200.  A good  church  (Methodist 
Episcopal,  South ),  and  an  academy  or  free  school, 
and  a Masonic  lodge  also  flourish.  The  public 
buildings  are  the  court  house  and  jail. 

Royston.  or  the  old  cotton-mill,  is  a place  of  in- 
terest. In  1850  Henry  Merrill  built  a cotton  and 
wool-carding  factory,  at  a point  on  the  Little  Mis- 
souri River  two  and  one- half  miles  north  of  Mur- 
freesboro; here  there  was  an  excellent  water 
power,  where  there  had  been  an  old  grist-mill  for 
many  years  prior.  He  did  a small  business  in  the 
way  of  spinning  thread  and  carding  wool  till  about 
1860,  when  it  was  sold  to  John  Matlock.  During 
the  war  he  moved  the  mill  to  Texas,  and  ran  it  in 
that  State  in. the  interest  of  the  Confederate  Gov- 
ernment. After  the  war  he  returned  and  re-en- 
gaged in  business  at  the  old  site.  This  was  the 
only  grist-mill  in  this  locality  at  that  time,  and 
people  came  from  long  distances  to  mill  and  to  buy 
cotton  yarn,  with  which  nearly  all  the  clothing  of 
that  time  was  made;  he  also  had  a store  and  did 
the  largest  commercial  trade  in  the  county  then. 
Soon  after  he  put  in  looms,  and  began  to  manu- 
facture cloth.  In  1875  he  erected  a large  new 
mill,  equipped  it  well  with  all  needful  machinery, 
and  Rovston  soon  took  on  the  dignitv  of  a village 
of  some  200  people,  but  Mr.  Matlock  became 
financially  involved  and  committed  suicide  in 
1886.  The  other  owners  of  the  mill,  composing 
the  Arkansas  Manufacturing  Company,  removed 
the  plant  to  Arkadelphia  in  1889. 

The  place  is  now  deserted:  a single  tenant  oc- 
cupies the  fine  old  mansion  erected  by  Mr.  Mat- 
lock,  and  all  the  other  houses  of  this  once  busy 
village  are  rapidly  falling  into  ruin  and  decay. 
Part  of  the  old  factory  and  dam  have  washed  away, 
but  the  waters  of  the  Little  Missouri  sweep  and 
whirl  over  the  rapids,  and  show  the  visitor  the 
same  advantages  and  power — now  going  to  waste — 
that  attracted  these  old  mill  men  years  ago. 

Stellville  (post  office  Wolf  Creek)  is  in  the  cen- 
tral part  of  Missouri  Township;  it  is  a pleasant 
little  village  of  about  thirty- five  inhabitants. 
D.  J.  Oldham  is  the  merchant  and  physician;  A. 
A.  Stell,  hotel  proprietor  and  planter;  P.  J.  Dixon, 
blacksmith;  S.  B.  Wall,  physician,  and  S.  B. 
Stell,  postmaster.  The  first  postmaster  was  J.  B. 
Cast.  The  first  merchant  was  A.  H.  Kellev. 


Xathari  Village,  in  the  western  part  of  Muddy 
Fork  Township,  has  a population  of  about  fifty.  The 
business  interests  are  mainly  controlled  by  W.  J. 
\\  hite.  who  conducts  a general  store,  saw  and  grist- 
mill and  cotton-gin.  Mr.  \\  hite  is  also  postmaster. 
The  first  postmaster  was  James  H.  Gunn. 

Bills,  a post-office  situated  in  the  southern  part 
of  Missouri  Township,  was  established  in  1889,  with 
John  V . Gilleylen  postmaster.  Mr.  Gilleylen  still 
retains  this  office,  and  does  quite  an  extensive  mer- 
cantile business  as  well. 

Rock  Creek  is  the  only  village  in  Clark  Town- 
ship, in  the'  northeastern  part  of  Pike  County. 
Its  first  business  was  started  in  1874  by  R.  C.  Mc- 
Millin;  the  second  store  by  S.  P.  Baker.  To  the 
latter  business  Mr.  Baker's  sons,  H.  P.  Baker  A 
Co.,  have  succeeded.  A.  A.  Palmer  bought  the 
stock,  etc.,  of  R.  C.  McMillin  in  1880.  and  is  one 
of  the  merchants  here  now,  also  C.  H.  Palmer: 
shoe  shop,  by  M.  F.  White;  wood  shop,  W.  D. 
White;  blacksmiths,  Hubbard  & Black;  steam  cot- 
ton-gin and  grist-mill  owned  by  Hubbard  A Hollvs- 
field.  There  is  a Farmers'  Alliance  lodge,  known 
as  the  Rock  Creek  Lodge  No.  912,  also  two 
churches,  Methodist  Episcopal,  South,  and  Mis- 
sionary Baptist.  The  post-office  was  established 
in  1869,  with  S.  P.  Baker,  postmaster.  The  pres- 
ent postmaster  is  C.  H.  Palmer. 

Gentry  post-office  is  situated  near  the  center  of 
Self  Creek  Township.  It  was  established  in  1889, 
with  Jeff  O’Neal,  postmaster.  Mrs.  Churbry 
Meeks  is  the  present  postmistress,  mail  being  re- 
ceived once  per  week  from  Star  of  the  West. 

The  first  store  in  New  Hope  (post-office  and  vil- 
lage) was  opened  in  1876,  by  a Mr.  Copley,  who 
did  a small  business  for  two  years.  Foister  A Kil- 
lian opened  a large  business  in  1878;  they  dissolved 
in  a short  time,  and  went  into  business  separately. 
At  present  there  are  two  stores:  Frank  Lee  and 
W.  S.  Baker.  The  post-office  was  established  in 
1878,  with  L.  L.  Foister  postmaster.  The  present 
postmistress  is  Mrs.  Mansfield.  A Baptist  Church 
and  school-house  are  also  here.  The  blacksmith 
shop  is  run  by  George  Hill,  and  a saw  and  grist-mill 
and  cotton-gin,  by  James  Huey. 

The  first  mill  and  dwelling  in  Star  of  the  West 
was  erected  by  Moses  Hill,  in  1352,  and  the  first 
business  house  by  W.  M.  Hayes  A McGuire,  in 
1862.  The  business  of  the  place  has  been  much 
varied  and  conducted  by  numerous  individuals.  At 
present  there  are  two  general  stores,  owned  by  L. 
R.  Sullivan  A Bro.,  and  Bean  A Talbott;  the  latter 
firm  also  own  a fine  mill,  gin  and  carding  factory, 
which  is  run  by  a very  excellent  water-power,  hav- 
ing a natural  rock  dam  four  feet  in  height.  A 
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blacksmith  shop  by  William  Johnson  is  well  sup- 
ported. The  public  buildings  are  a school-house. 
Knights  of  Labor  and  Masonic  halls.  The  Masonic 
hall  at  this  place  was  built  in  1876.  The  first  Ma- 
sonic organization  here  was  in  1S66-67.  the  first 
worshipful  master  of  the  lodge  being  John  Latfy. 
The  present  master  is  John  Mitchell.  The  mem- 
bership is  now  about  thirty  individuals,  in  good 
standing.  A post-office  was  established  here  in 
1856,  with  Willis  Jones  postmaster.  The  present 
postmaster  is  G.  T.  Epperson. 


Dr.  William  D.  Alford,  physician  and  mer- 
chant, Murfreesboro,  Ark.  Among  all  classes  and 
in  every  condition  of  life  there  are  those  who  suc- 
ceed in  whatever  they  undertake,  whether  of  a 
professional,  agricultural  or  commercial  nature, 
and  prominent  among  them  stands  the  name  of 
Dr.  W.  D.  Alford.  He  was  born  in  Alabama  in 
1835,  and  was  the  eldest  of  twelve  children  born 
to  Rev.  Madison  E.  and  Nancy  (Orrick)  Alford, 
the  father  a native  of  Alabama,  and  the  mother 
of  South  Carolina.  Rev.  Madison  E.  Alford  spent 
his  youth  on  a farm,  and  after  his  marriage,  which 
occurred  in  Alabama,  he  came  to  Arkansas  (1841), 
and  settled  near  Murfreesboro.  He  had  made  the 
study  of  medicine  his  profession  in  Alabama,  and 
was  licensed  to  preach  in  Greenville.  Clark  County. 
Ark. , soon  after  he  came  to  this  State,  by  Rev. 
Andrew  Hunter,  presiding  elder  of  Washington 
District,  Ouachita  Conference,  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church.  Soon  after  his  arrival  here  he  began  his 
ministerial  duties,  and  was  one  of  the  pioneer 
Methodist  Episcopal  preachers  of  Pike  County. 
He  became  well  known  as  an  evangelist,'  organiz- 
ing churches  in  this  and  adjoining  counties,  and  or- 
ganized the  church  at  Murfreesboro,  Pisgah.  Brock- 
town  and  near  Bingen,  also  many  others  through- 
out the  county.  He  owned  a farm,  but  devoted  his 
whole  time  to  the  ministry,  and  after  spending  his 
entire  life  in  this  work  ceased  his  labors  in  1876. 
He  was  a truly  good  man,  and  his  influence  was 
perhaps  as  great  as  any  one  residing  here  since. 
The  mother  died  in  1875.  Dr.  William  D.  Alford 
attained  his  growth  on  the  farm,  had  practically 
no  educational  advantages,  and  continued  to  reside 
at  home  until  he  was  twenty- one  years  of  ave. 
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During  the  last  few  years  at  home,  he  had  been 
studying  with  such  instruction  as  his  parents 
could  give  him,  and  upon  leaving  began  teaching 
school.  This  he  continued  for  some  time,  amhhe 
was  just  prepared  to  attend  college  when  the  war 
cloud  burst  ripen  the  nation.  He  enlisted  in  Com- 


pany G,  Fourth  Arkansas  Infantry,  August  10, 
1861,  and  participated  in  the  battle  of  Pea  Ridge. 
Immediately  after  the  battle  he  was  appointed  as- 
sistant surgeon,  and  accompanied  the  sick  and 
wounded  troops  to  Little  Rock  from  Van  Buren. 
He  remained  in  the  hospital  at  Little  Rock  until 
the  fall  of  that  city  in  September,  1863,  when  he 
was  taken  prisoner  and  sent  to  Camp  Morton,  at 
Indianapolis,  where  he  was  retained  as  assistant  for 
the  sick.  He  remained  there  until  the  surrender 
of  Gen.  Lee,  and  then  returned  to  Pike  Countv. 
Ark.,  where  he  at  once  engaged  in  agricultural 
| pursuits.  After  farming  for  two  years  he  again 
1 began  the  study  of  medicine,  attended  the  Ameri- 
can Medical  College  at  St.  Louis,  Mo.,  graduated, 
and  has  since  been  in  constant  practice  in  the  town 
and  vicinity.  He  is  the  owner  of  a farm  of  ninety 
acres,  fifty  acres  under  cultivation  in  the  river 
bottom,  and  160  acres  in  another  tract,  and  has 
also  some  town  property.  He  has  been  engaged 
in  selling  drugs  for  some  time,  and  in  1890  formed 
a partnership  with  Mr.  Dean  in  his  present  busi- 
ness. Dr.  Alford  has  been  married  twice;  first,  to 
Miss  Mary  E.  Brewer,  in  1859.  She  died  in  1869, 
leaving  three  children;  James  A.  (the  only  one 
living),  William  M.  (died  at  the  age  of  six  years 
in  1872).  and  Henry  M.  (died  in  infancy).  Dr. 
Alford  was  married  the  second  time,  in  1870,  to 
Miss  Rebecca  Ann  Sharp,  a native  of  Tennessee, 
and  the  daughter  of  John  Sharp,  an  old  settler 
here.  Three  children  were  the  fruits  of  this 
union:  John  E.,  Thomas  F.  and  Robert  N.  Mr. 
Alford  is  a local  elder,  and  has  been  actively 
engaged  in  church  work  in  the  Methodist  Episco- 
pal denomination  for  years.  The  family  are  mem- 
bers of  the  same.  He  is  a member  of  the  Masonic 
fraternity  and  is  W.  M.  of  Pike  Lodge  No.  91. 
He  is  an  earnest  advocate  of  education,  has  been 
school  director  of  this  district  for  years,  and  is  one 
of  the  enterprising  citizens  of  the  county. 

P.  H.  Baker,  a merchant  and  planter  of  Pike 
County,  was  born  in  De  Soto  County.  Miss.,  Sep- 
tember 23,  1845.  a son  of  Stephen  P.  and  Nancy 
( Spence)  Baker,  natives  of  Tennessee,  born  in  1815 
and  1820,  respectively.  They  had  four  children: 
Patrick  H. , Martha  A.  (who  married  J.  C.  Rich- 
ardson), Mary  J.  (married  A.  M.  Parmer)  and  Jo- 
seph A.  (married  Angeline  Hughes).  The  father 
was  a farmer,  miller  and  merchant  by  occupation, 
and  emigrated  from  Mississippi  to  Arkansas  in 
1856,  locating  in  Columbia  County,  and  in  1867 
he  removed  to  Pike  County,  where  he  resided  until 
his  death.  September  22,  1885.  He  was  one  of  the 
early  settlers  of  Pike  County,  was  prominently 
identified  with  its  interests,  and  was  a liberal  con- 
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tributor  to  its  schools  and  churches.  He  was  a 
member  of  the  Masonic  fraternity,  Eoval  Arch. 
Amity  Lodge,  in  which  he  has  held  all  the  princi- 
pal offices.  He  was  justice  of  the  peace  for  a num- 
ber of  years.  His  wife  is  still  living,  enjoying  good 
health,  and  is  an  earnest  member  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church.  The  immediate  subject  of  this 
sketch  was  educated  in  Columbia  County,  Ark. 
In  1S61  he  entered  the  Confederate  army,  enlist- 
ing in  Company  G.  Fortieth  Tennessee  Regiment, 
under  Gen.  Walker.  He  was  captured  at  New 
Madrid,  and  taken  to  Springfield,  111.,  where  he 
remained  for  one  year.  He  was  exchanged  at 
Vicksburg,  Miss;  he  was  recaptured  at  Port  Hud- 
son, was  paroled  to  camp,  returned  home,  and 
then  reported  to  Gen.  Kirby  Smith.  He  partici- 
pated in  the  battle  of  Pleasant  Hill,  La.,  and  then 
returned  home,  resuming  his  agricultural  pursuits. 
In  1866  he  married  Miss  Mary  S.  Smith,  a native  of 
Mississippi,  and  to  this  union  have  been  born  four 
children:  Stephen  P. . James  M. , Walter  and 

Vergie.  The  latter  two  are  twins.  His  wrife  died 
in  1874,  and  October  7. 1875.  Mr.  Baker  nas  again 
married,  this  time  wedding  Miss  Elizabeth  J.  Mc- 
Millan, a native  of  South  Carolina,  who  bore  him 
seven  children;  Robert  J. , Patrick  H. , William  T. , 
Franklin,  Wallace  W.,  Samuel  J.  and  De  Witt  T. 
Mr.  Baker  commenced  his  mercantile  business  in 
1885,  and  now  carries  a stock  of  $5,000.  In  con- 
nection with  this  business  he  is  engaged  in  farm- 
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ing  on  an  extensive  scale,  owning  a farm  of  300 
acres,  200  of  which  are  under  an  excellent  state  of 
cultivation;  his  farm  is  well  stocked.  Both  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Baker  are  members  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  South. 

Joel  D.  Barnes,  one  of  the  prominent  and  sub- 
stantial tillers  of  the  soil  of  Pike  County.  Missouri 
Township,  is  a native  of  Arkansas,  being  born  in 
Pike  County,  May  13.  1855.  his  parents  both  being 
natives  of  the  same  State.  His  father  was  born  in 
1840,  and  his  mother,  nee  Martha  Lewis,  was  born 
in  the  same  year.  They  were  married  in  1854  and 
were  the  parents  of  four  children,  viz.:  Joel  D., 
Zilpha  (who  married  John  Buster),  Mary  E.  (mar- 
ried Charley  Blanchard),  and  Louisa  C.  (married 
John  Brooks).  The  father  was  a planter,  and 
emigrated  to  Pike  Couuty  in  1845.  At  the  out- 
break of  the  late  war  he  enlisted  in  the  Confederate 
cause,  in  Speer's  company,  Dawson’s  regiment;  he 
was  captured  at  Arkansas  Post  and  carried  to  Chi- 
cago, where  he  died  in  the  hospital  in  1864  of 
small  pox.  His  widow  afterward  married  Mr.  J. 
W.  Holaway,  by  whom  she  had  five  children,  viz': 
John,  Zeagus,  William,  Mattie  and  Sarah.  She 
was  a member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
20 


South.  The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  educated 
in  Pike  County,  and  in  1874  was  married  to  Miss 
Malvina  Harrison,  a native  of  Mississippi,  by  whom 
he  is  the  father  of  seven  children,  viz.  : Albert 
(deceased),  Charley.  Joel  T. , Ardela  and  John  D. 
The  other  three  died  in  infancy.  Mr.  Barnes  is 
the  owner  of  a farm  of  240  acres  of  good  land,  125 
under  cultivation.  Both  he  and  wife  are  members 
of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  South.  He  is 
a member  of  the  Masonic  fraternity,  belonging  to 
Pisgah  Lodge  No.  250. 

William  F.  Beene,  a member  of  the  firm  of 
Beene  & Talbott,  merchants  and  millers  of  Star  of 
the  West,  Pike  County,  Ark.,  was  born  in  Ita- 
wamba County,  Miss.,  on  June  19,  1855,  and  was 
the  sixth  of  eight  children  born  to  Jesse  and 
Matilda  (Stephenson)  Beene,  natives  of  Tennessee. 
The  parents  tvere  married  in  Mississippi,  but  after- 
ward moved  to  Arkansas. and  settled  in  what  is  now 
Howard  County  (then  part  of  Sevier)  in  1859.  The 
father  was  a Democrat,  and  was  quite  active  in  poli- 
tics. He  died  in  1863  at  the  age  of  fifty-six  years. 
The  maternal  grandfather  of  our  subject  came  to 
this  country  from  Ireland  when  a young  man. 
William  F.  Beene  was  reared  in  this  State  and  was 
left  fatherless  when  quite  young.  On  this  account 
he  failed  to  obtain  a good  education,  aud  when 
twenty- two  years  of  age  started  out  for  himself  as 
a farmer.  He  is  at  present  the  owner  of  consider- 
able land,  though  for  the  last  five  years  he  has 
turned  his  attention  to  merchandising.  He  has 
been  quite  successful  in  this  last  venture  and  does 
an  annual  business  of  about  88.000.  He  was  mar 
ried  in  1885  to  Miss  Fannie  Richmond,  a native  of 
this  State,  and  the  daughter  of  Smiley  Richmond, 
a resident  of  Howard  County,  Ark.  Three  chil- 
dren are  the  fruits  of  this  union,  only  one  now 
living,  Walter  Ray.  Like  his  father.  Mr.  Beene 
takes  an  interest  in  politics,  and  is  also  Democratic 
in  his  views.  He  is  a member  of  the  Masonic 
fraternity,  which  he  joined  in  1889,  Star  of  the 
West  Lodge  No.  210.  He  and  Mrs.  Beene  are 
members  of  the  Missionary  Baptist  Church,  hold 
ing  membership  at  the  New  Hope  Baptist  Church. 

D.  S.  P.  Black,  blacksmith,  Rock  Creek.  Ark. 
One  of  the  best  known  and  most  enterprising 
horse-shoers  of  Rock  Creek  is  Mr.  Black,  who  has 
carried  on  this  business  since  twenty-one  years 
of  age.  He  was  born  in  Meriwether  County, 
Ga. , October  5,  1851,  and  is  the  third  of  nine 
children,  the  result  of  the  union  of  James  4\  . 
and  Sarah  E.  (Baughan)  Black.  James  W.  Black 
was  born  in  Ireland,  and  came  to  this  country  with 
his  parents  when  quite  \oung.  Ho  served  several 
terms  as  magistrate  in  Georgia,  was  a Democrat, 
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and  was  active  in  political  matters.  He  died  in 
1878  at  the  age  of  fifty- four  years.  The  mother 
is  a native  of  Virginia  and  moved  to  Georgia  when 
young.  She  is  still  living,  and  makes  her  home 
with  her  son,  D.  S.  P.  (our  subject  ).  Her  father- 
figured  conspicuously  in  the  War  of  1812.  1).  S. 

P.  Black  received  a limited  education,  and  when 
twenty-one  years  of  age  began  for  himself  by  engag- 
ing in  the  blacksmith  business,  which  has  since 
been  his  occupation.  He  was  married  in  Georgia 
to  Miss  Sophrouia  Morgan,  a native  of  Virginia, 
born  August  30,  1849,  and  the  fruits  of  this  union 
were  six  children  (all  living  but  one):  Sarah  E., 
Joseph  B.,  Augustus  P.,  Samuel  C.  (deceased  at 
the  age  of  six  years),  Opie  Z.  A.  and  James  E.,  all 
living  with  the  pareuts.  Mr.  Black  came  to 
Arkansas  in  1876,  settled  at  Rock  Creek,  and  is 
now  the  owner  of  173  acres  of  land  with  thirty- 
five  acres  under  cultivation.  He  is  a member  of 
the  Masonic  fraternity,  having  joined  Amity  Lodge 
in  1879,  and  he  and  wife  are  members  of  the  Mis- 
sionary Baptist  Church.  Like  his  father  before  him 
Mr.  Black  is  a Democrat,  and  takes  a deep  interest 
in  politics.  He  is  at  present  serving  his  fifth  year 
as  notary  public.  He  is  also  serving  on  the  board 
of  equalization,  and  is  marshal  of  elections. 

Alonzo  Madison  Bowen,  one  of  the  leading 
planters  of  Bowen,  Missouri  Township.  Pike  County, 
was  born  near  Lawrenceville,  Ga. , October  6.  1855. 
His  parents,  John  J.  and  Mary  L.  (Cooper)  Bowen, 
natives  of  Georgia,  had  a family  of  six  chil- 
dren: Lorenzo  A.,  Dilmus  L.,  Columbus  L., 
Alonzo  M.,  Jefferson  D.  and  Nancy  C.  The  father 
was  engaged  in  tilling  the  soil  in  Georgia  until 
1856,  when  he  emigrated  to  Arkansas,  locating  in 
Pike  County,  where  he  made  his  home  until  his 
death  in  1862.  He  was  a member  of  the  Masonic 
fraternity,  and  took  a deep  interest  in  the  welfare 
of  society  generally.  He  participated  in  the  late 
war,  serving  under  Capt.  Spear.  Both  he  and 
wife  were  members  of  the  Baptist  Church;  she 
died  in  Texas  in  1863.  The  subject  of  this  short 
sketch  was  reared  in  Clark  County,  receiving  his 
education  at  the  private  schools,  and  at  the  age  of 
sixteen  began  doing  for  himself  by  hiring  out  as  a 
farm  laborer.  He  also  made  three  trips  to  Texas. 
August  12,  1879,  he  was  married  to  Miss  Cornelia 
A.  Hewitt,  a native  of  Clark  County,  Ark.,  and  to 
this  union  have  been  born  five  children,  viz. : Cal- 
lie  R..  Enos  L.,  Darthie  D.,  John  F.,  Quincy  A. 
Mr.  Bowen  owns  ninety-six  acres  of  good  land, 
fifty  acres  under  an  excellent  state  of  cultivation; 
his  farm  is  well  stocked.  He  is  a member  of  the 
Wheel,  and  has  held  the  office  of  clerk  and  senti- 
nel of  the  same.  Both  he  and  wife  tire  worthy 


members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
South,  and  take  an  earnest  interest  in  the  welfare 
of  the  community  in  which  they  reside. 

Henry  T.  Brewer,  farmer,  Murfreesboro,  Ark. 
This  prominent  and  enterprising  agriculturist  is  a 
native-born  resident  of  Pike  County,  Ark.,  his 
birth  occurring  in  1850.  and  is  the  youngest  of  six 
children  born  to  Henry  and  Elizabeth  (Hewet) 
Brewer.  His  father,  who  was  born  in  North  Caro- 
lina in  1800,  went  to  Tennessee,  and  from  there  to 
Missouri,  coming  thence  in  1818  to  this  State  and 
settling  in  this  section,  on  Muddy  Fork  Creek,  at 
an  early  day.  He  became  one  of  the  best  known 
citizens  of  the  county  at  that  day  and  time,  and 
held  the  office  of  sheriff  and  other  positions  of 
prominence.  Mrs.  Brewer  was  a native  of  Arkan- 
sas. Henry  T.  Brewer  is  the  only  one  of  the  above 
mentioned  family  now  living.  He  received  a 
limited  education,  and  at  the  age  of  twenty-one 
years  began  farming  for  himself.  His  brother. 
William  R.  Brewer,  enlisted  in  the  Confederate 
army,  was  in  a cavalry  company,  and  returned  with 
the  same  horse  on  which  he  rode  away  from  home. 
Upon  the  death  of  the  father,  Henry  T.  Brewer- 
inherited  his  present  farm  of  350  acres,  with  120 
acres  under  cultivation,  and  which  is  located  one 
and  a half  miles  from  town  on  the  Little  Missouri 
River.  He  annually  raises  about  half  a bale  of 
cotton  to  the  acre,  and  thirty-five  bushels  of  corn. 

He  does  general  farming  and  raises  some  stock. 
The  balance  of  his  land  is  fairly  timbered.  Mr. 

| Brewer  is  an  earnest  advocate  of  schools,  and  in 
politics,  though  not  active,  is  a conscientious  Dem- 
ocrat. He  was  married  to  Miss  Emily  Carter, 
daughter  of  an  old  settler  of  this  State,  and  to  them 
were  born  the  following  children:  Ch aides  (attend- 
ing school  at  Arkadelphia),  Mittie  (died  at  the 
age  of  thirteen  years),  Mattie,  William  R. , Guy, 
Cortez,  Roscoe,  Mack  Hamilton,  Osero,  and  an  in- 
fant daughter  unnamed.  Mr.  Brewer  has  made 
many  improvements  in  his  place,  and  has  cleared  i 
much  land  since  it  came  into  his  possession.  He 
has  one  of  the  best  river  bottom  farms  in  the 
county,  and  is  a good  and  practical  agriculturist. 
Mrs.  Brewer  is  a member  of  the  Methodist  Episco- 
pal Church. 

George  W.  Brock,  planter  in  Missouri  Town- 
ship, Pike  County,  Ark.,  was  born  in  Grainger 
County.  Tenn.,  April  2<,  1837,  and  was  reared 
and  educated  in  his  native  State.  He  was  a son 
of  Moses  Brock  and  Mahalah  Brock,  both  natives 
of  Tennessee,  the  former  born  in  1803.  and  the 
latter  in  1801.  They  were  married  in  1833,  and 
had  a family  of  six  children — four  boys  and  two 
girls,  namely:  Booker  D.,  Nancy  A.,  George 
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W. , Sarab  E.,  Moses  K.  and  John  W.  Mr. 
Brock.  Sr.,  was  a farmer  by  occupation.  In  1850 
be  emigrated  to  Arkansas,  settling  in  Pike  County, 
where  he  engaged  in  tilling  the  soil  until  his 
death,  which  occurred  November  27,  18S8.  The 
father  was  married  three  times;  first,  to  Zipparah 
Dennis,  May  12,  1822.  To  this  union  were  born 
five  children:  William.  James,  Elizabeth.  Amy 
and  Charity.  July  27.  1833.  his  wife  departed 
this  life,  and  on  October  1.  1833,  he  was  married 
to  Mahalah  Dyer,  with  whom  he  lived  for  more 
than  forty-three  years.  This  wife  died  April  22, 
1870,  and  Mr.  Brock  then  married  Elizabeth  Gen- 
try, a native  of  Georgia,  who  survives  him.  The 
subject  of  this  sketch  emigrated  with  his  parents 
to  Pike  County,  Ark.,  and  lived  with  his  parents 
until  1800.  Then  he  went  to  Texas  and  traveled 
extensively  in  that  State,  and  joined  the  Texas 
Rangers  in  1800,  with  whom  h9  went  in  the 
Indian  Territory  for  six  months,  undergoing  hard 


ships  incident  only  to  a ranger’s  life.  After  this 
■ he  returned  to  Arkansas  and  joined  the  Confed- 
erate army,  July  13,  1801,  and  witnessed  the 
scenes  of  many  hard-fought  battles.  At  the  close 
of  the  late  war  he  came  home,  taking  up  his  occu- 
pation as  a farmer.  He  was  married  to  Miss  Re- 
becca M.  Weir,  October  28,  1S02,  a native  of  Ar- 
kansas, who  was  born  February  10,  1844.  She  is 
a daughter  of  Abram  and  Amanda  Weir.  This 
union  was  blessed  with  twelve  children,  viz. : 
Amanda  C.,  Mahalah  O.  (deceased),  Moses  A., 
Thomas  J.,  Nancy  C..  Talitha  L.,  Lescar  E.,  Re- 
i becca  M. , George  P. , Lula  M.  and  Lydia  O.  Mr. 
Brock  is  one  of  the  successful  planters  of  this 
county,  owning  a farm  of  excellent  land,  with  ; 
eighty  acres  under  cultivation.  He  is  a Mason, 
belonging  to  Pike  Lodge  No.  91.  in  which  he  has 
served  the  lodge  in  her  official  capacities.  Mr. 
Brock  is  popular,  having  been  elected  as  justice  of 
the  peace  for  several  terms.  He  has  been  a mem-  i 
! ber  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  South, 
for  twenty- five  years,  and  has  been  an  efficient 
leading  elder  for  fifteen  years,  and  faithfully  dis- 
charged his  duties  as  such.  He  and  his  amiable 
wife  are  liberal  contributors  to  charitable  enter- 
1 prises,  especially  to  the  church. 

Moses  Brock.  This  enterprising  and  successful 
planter  was  born  in  Grainger  County,  Tenn. , July 
2,  1846,  one  of  a family  of  ten  children  born  to  the 
union  of  James  and  Sarah  (Bulleu)  Brock,  natives  ! 
of  Tennessee,  born  February  25,  1825,  and  Sep- 
tember 27.  1823,  respectively.  They  were  married 
October  12.  1842,  and  hail  ten  children,  viz.:  Eliz' 
abeth.  Moses,  Joseph.  William.  James  W.,  Louisa, 
John.  Sarah  (deceased).  Emanuel  and  George  T. 


In  1850  they  emigrated  from  Tennessee  to  Arkan- 
sas, locating  in  Pike  County,  and  remained  here 
for  two  years.  They  then  went  to  Madison  County 
and  remained  one  year,  and  then  went  back  to  Ten- 
nessee, but  in  1884  came  back  to  Arkansas  and 
settled  in  Pike  County,  again.  His  father  served 
in  the  Confederate  army  in  the  late  war,  as  ser- 
geant of  Company  C,  Twelfth  Tennessee  regiment, 
and  engaged  in  many  battles,  among  the  principal 
ones  being  Murfreesboro,  Chickamauga,  Pegmont, 
Kings,  Salt  Work.  While  in  Scott  County,  Ya. . 
he  was  wounded  by  a bushwhacker,  a ball  passing 
through  his  right  thigh,  received  a furlough, 
came  home  and  did  not  return  again.  As  soon 
as  he  was  able  to  work  he  resumed  farming, 
which  he  had  carried  on  quite  extensively,  owning 
a large  farm  in  Tennessee  before  the  war.  Both 
he  and  wife,  now  quite  aged  people,  are  residing 
with  their  son,  the  immediate  subject  of  this  sketch, 
on  his  fine  farm  in  Missouri  Township.  They  are 
both  worthy  members  of  the  Baptist  Church.  The 
subject  of  this  sketch  was  educated  in  East  Ten- 
nessee at  the  private  schools.  In  1861  he  enlisted 
in  the  Confederate  army,  and  participated  in  about 
the  same  engagements  as  his  father.  Shortly  after 
the  war,  October  12,  1865,  he  was  united  in  mar- 
riage to  Miss  Carrie  B.  Johnson,  a native  of  Ten- 
nessee, daughter  of  Francis  and  Pleasant  Johnson, 
and  the  fruits  of  this  union  have  been  ten  children, 
viz.:  James  P.  (deceased).  Sarah  F.,  Elizabeth 
P. , John  L.,  Nora  (deceased),  Cary  B.,  Mabel  C., 
Evie  A.,  Joseph  (deceased)  and  Samuel  (deceased). 
Mr.  Brock  has  been  very  successful  in  his  chosen 
calling,  and  now  owns  about  340  acres  of  crood 
land,  140  under  cultivation,  and  a gin  at  Stilltown. 
He  is  a member  of  the  Blue  Lodge  in  the  Ma- 
sonic fraternity,  in  which  he  has  held  the  office  of 
senior  warden.  He  takes  an  active  interest  in  edu- 
cational and  religious  matters,  as  well  as  in  any- 
thing pertaining  to  the  welfare  of  society  in  gen- 
eral. His  wife  died  August  11,  1889,  a worthy 
member  of  the  Baptist  Church. 

William  A.  Buckner,  prominently  identified  -with 
the  material  interests  of  Pike  County  as  planter, 
is  a native  of  Tennessee,  born  in  Giles  County, 
June  4.  1835.  His  parents,  Thomas  C.  and  Eliza- 
beth (Merrill)  Buckner,  natives  of  Kentucky  and 
North  Carolina,  respectively,  had  a family  of 
six  children,  viz.:  James  C.,  William  A.,  Roland 
W..  John  W..  Luther  C.  and  Abner.  The  father 
was  a farmer  by  occupation.  In  1S2S  he  emi- 
grated from  Kentucky  to  Tennessee,  where  he  re- 
mained until  his  death,  which  occurred  in  1840.  his 
widow  following  in  1865.  He  took  quite  a promi- 
nent interest  in  the  establishment  of  churches. 
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schools  and  society.  At  the  time  of  his  death  he 
was  serving  as  clerk  of  Giles  County.  He  and 
wife  were  both  members  of  the  Missionary  Baptist 
Church.  The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  reared  in 
Tennessee,  receiving  a liberal  education  in  Mist- 
sissippi  and  Kentucky.  After  finishing  his  educa- 
tion he  began  traveling.  He  traveled  all  over  the 
country,  then  went  to  Europe,  and  was  located  at 
Liverpool  for  some  time.  He  then  returned  to  the 
United  States,  coming  to  Arkansas,  where  he 
accepted  a position  in  the  mail  service  of  the 
country.  In  1801  he  entered  the  Confederate 
army,  under  Gen.  Price,  in  Company  I,  Gates’ 
regiment,  and  in  his  first  battle  was  wounded  by 
having  two  fingers  shot  off  of  his  left  hand.  He 
was  at  Galveston.  Tex.,  when  his  regiment  sur- 
rendered. December  24,  1866,  he  was  married  to 
Miss  Delia  Crosby,  a native  of  Pennslyvania,  who 
bore  him  four  children,  viz. : Elizabeth  (deceased), 
William  (deceased),  Maryland  (deceased)  and 
Victoria  (deceased),  and  died  in  1878.  He  after- 
ward married  Mrs.  Emily  (Wingfield)  Kirkham, 
nee  Wesson,  and  by  her  has  one  child,  John  M. 
By  her  first  marriage  to  Mr.  Wingfield.  Mrs. 
Buckner  is  the  mother  of  one  child,  Henry  C.,  and 
by  her  second  marriage  to  Mr.  Kirkham.  she  is  the 
mother  of  three  children:  Joseph,  Ida  E.  and 
Quincy.  Mr.  Buckner  resides  in  Missouri  Town- 
ship, where  he  owns  280  acres  of  good  land,  with 
forty  acres  under  cultivation.  Both  he  and  wife 
are  members  of  the  Christian  Church. 

J.  O.  A.  Bush,  circuit  and  ex-officio  county 
clerk,  Murfreesboro,  Ark.  No  name  is  justly 
entitled  to  a more  enviable  place  in  the  history  of 
Pike  County  than  the  one  that  heads  this  sketch, 
for  it  is  borne  by  a man  who,  though  young  in 
years,  has  yet  been  usefully  and  honorably  identi- 
fied with  the  interests  of  this  county,  and  with  its 
advancement  in  every  worthy  particular.  Steadily 
and  surely  has  he  come  to  the  front  in  public  as, 
well  as  business  affairs,  and  it  is  but  the  utterance 
of  a well-known  fact  that  it  would  be  a difficult 
matter  to  find  a person  of  greater  popularity,  one 
who  enjoys,  to  such  a boundless  extent,  the  respect 
of  all.  Mr.  Bush  owes  his  nativity  to  White  Town- 
ship, of  this  county,  his  birth  occurring  on  Decem- 
ber 1,  1854,  and  is  the  fifth  of  ten  children  born  to 
the  union  of  James  R.  and  Amanda  (Reeves)  Bush, 
the  father  a native  of  Kentucky,  and  the  mother  of 
South  Carolina.  The  father  was  reared  in  his  na- 
tive State,  came  to  Arkansas  in  184b.  settled  in 
White  Township,  Pike  County,  and  there  entered 
and  bought  about  a section  of  land.  He  made 
this  place  his  home,  and  placed  considerable  im- 
provement on  the  same.  He  was  a prominent  mem- 


ber of  the  Methodist  Protestant  Church, ami also  took 
a prominent  part  in  the  politics  of  the  country.  In 
political  preferment  he  was,  during  the  existence  of 
that  party,  a Whig,  and  upon  the  dissolution  of 
that,  became  a Republican,  being  in  favor  of  the 
P nion  during  the  Civil  War.  He  remained  at  home 
during  that  time,  and  supported  both  sides,  with 
the  result  of  his  farm  produce,  without  prejudice. 
In  1868  he  was  elected  to  the  Lower  House  in  the 
General  Assembly,  by  the  Republican  party,  from 
this  county.  During  his  residence  in  Pike  County 
he  was  sincere  and  outspoken  in  the  advocacy  of 
any  views  that  he  had  adopted,  and  was  at  all  times 
respected  by  his  neighbors  for  his  honesty.  He 
died  November  12,  1882.  The  mother  is  still  liv- 
ing on  the  old  homestead.  She  removed  to  Ten- 
nessee, with  her  parents,  at  an  early  day,  and  while 
making  the  trip  the  family  was  robbed  by  John  A. 
Murrell.  On  the  father’s  side  an  uncle.  Smith 
Barlow,  served  as  State  Senator  from  Barren 
I County,  Kv. , for  thirty  years,  and  died  in  that  State 
j about  1881.  J.  O.  A.  Bush  was  early  instructed 
i in  the  mysteries  of  farm  life,  and,  although  he  had 
but  limited  educational  advantages,  he  was  naturally 
of  a studious  turn,  and  by  personal  application  to 
his  books,  as  time  wrore  on  secured  a good  general 
education.  He  always  had  a taste  for  debating, 
and  in  the  contests  at  the  debating  society  was 
always  a victor.  He  remained  under  the  parental 
roof  until  twenty  years  of  age,  and  was  then  mar- 
ried to  Miss  Lucetta  J.  Eastwood,  a native  of  Pike 
County,  Ark.,  and  the  daughter  of  Hiram  and  Mar- 
garet Eastwood,  who  were  also  natives  of  this 
county.  At  this  time  Mr.  Bush  bought  and  home- 
steaded 160  acres  of  land  in  White  Township, 
made  many  improvements,  and  farmed  on  this 
place  for  two  years,  when,  on  December  7,  1876.  he 
lost  his  estimable  wife.  After  this  he  began  teach- 
ing, and  followed  it  with  farming,  during  the  in- 
tervals, for  about  eight  years.  He  also  became 
very  active,  politically,  advocating  the  principles  of 
the  Greenback  party,  and,  in  1884,  was  elected 
county  clerk,  as  an  Independent  candidate.  In 
1885  he  purchased  the  Pike  County  Sentinel,  from 
R.  H.  Waddell,  changed  it  in  politics  from  a Demo- 
cratic to  an  Independent  paper,  with  Greenback 
proclivities,  and  conducted  the  same  until  June  1, 
1889,  during  which  time  he  was  a member  of  the 
Press  Association,  and  went  on  various  excursions 
with  that  body.  He  was  i’e-elected  at  the  expiration 
of  his  term  in  1886  by  a large  majority.  In  1887, 
from  a technical  error,  Mr.  Bush  wras  removed  from 
office,  and  an  especial  election  was  immediately  or- 
dered by  the  governor.  Mr.  Bush  declared  him- 
self a candidate  for  re-election,  and  was  returned 
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to  office  by  a majority  from  every  township  in  the 
county.  So  great  was  his  popularity  that  he  was 
elected  to  his  third  and  present  term  in  1888.  In 
1885,  during  the  trouble  attending  the  burning  of 
the  county  jail,  from  the  firm  and  outspoken  atti- 
tude in  his  condemnation  of  such  acts  of  violence, 
in  his  personal  conversation,  and  through  the  col- 
umns of  his  paper,  the  life  of  Mr.  Bush  was  fre- 
quently threatened.  (3n  September  10,  1887,  he 
was  assaulted  in  the  streets  by  four  armed  men.  was  1 
shot  at  with  a shot-gun  twice,  and  ten  or  twelve 
times  with  pistols,  and,  although  most  of  the  shots 
pierced  his  clothing,  he  received  but  slight  injury. 
He  was  married,  the  second  time,  on  February  10. 
1889,  to  Miss  Viola  Reese,  a native  of  this  county, 
and  the  daughter  of  S.  W.  and  E.  J.  Reese,  na- 
tives of  Tennessee,  who  came  to  Arkansas  in  1849. 
and  were  pioneers  of  this  county.  Both  are  living, 
and  reside  at  Corinth.  Howard  County.  On  Feb- 
ruary 3,  1890,  was  born  a daughter  to  this  union 
— Vivian.  Mrs.  Bush  is  a member  of  the  Corinth 
Christian  Church.  During  his  leisure  hours  Mr. 
Bush  has  been  pursuing  the  study  of  law,  and  is 
now  prepared  for  examination.  His  natural  tastes 
and  talents  for  oratory,  and  his  influence  with  this 
power,  will  eminently  tit  him  for  this  profession, 
and  undoubtedly  make  him  successful.  In  personal 
character  Mr.  Bush  is  pleasant,  sociable,  courteous 
and  gentlemanly.  In  moral  habits  he  is  above  re- 
proach, and,  being  enterprising  and  public-spirited, 
is  striving  in  all  wavs  to  advance  the  interests  of 
Pike  County.  He  is  a member  of  the  A.  F.  & A.  M., 
Pike  Lodge  No.  91. 

Hon.  Henry  W.  Carter,  farmer,  Nathan.  Ark. 
Henry  W.  Carter,  one  of  the  county’s  best  and  most 
enterprising  citizens,  was  born  in  Franklin  County. 
N.  C.,  January  12,  1820,  and  there  attained  his 
growth  and  received  his  education.  At  the  age  of 
twenty-one  years  he  started  out  for  himself  as  a 
fanner,  and  by  industry  and  good  management 
became  the  owner  of  800  acres  of  land.  225  acres 
under  cultivation.  He  came  with  his  parents  to 
this  State  in  1845,  and  has  become  one  of  the  best 
known  and  most  highly  respected  residents  of  Pike 
County.  He  has  been  twice  married;  first,  in  May. 
1850,  to  Miss  Martha  Hoo  ver,  who  was  born  in 
Tennessee,  and  who  was  the  daughter  of  Jacob 
Hoover.  This  marriage  resulted  in  the  birth  of 
nine  children,  three  of  whom  are  deceased,  and  one 
died  unnamed:  Thomas  H.  (married  in  1808  to 
Miss  Mary  White,  of  this  county).  Albert  E.  (mar- 
ried Miss  Fanny  Bryant),  Jacob  51.  (is  at  present 
studying  law  in  Texarkana,  will  complete  his  law 
course  in  July,  1890,  and  is  a young  man  of  bright 
intellect  and  unusual  ability).  Robert  L.  (is  at 


home  with  his  father),  Wesley  H.  (deceased),  Fair- 
wick  F.  (was  married  to  Miss  Rosa  Kelly  in  1882, 
and  resides  in  this  county),  Emily  C.  (was  married 
in  1870  to  Henry  Brewer,  a farmer  of  this  county), 
and  Mary  C.  (was  married  to  O.  J.  Brewer  in 
1872,  and  both  are  now  deceased).  In  1862  Mr. 
Carter  enlisted  in  the  Confederate  army  as  a pri- 
vate, and  was  soon  promoted  to  first  lieutenant  of 
Company  A,  Fourth  Arkansas  Regiment.  Later 
he  was  made  captain  of  his  company,  and  served 
in  that  capacity  until  the  close  of  the  war.  He 
was  in  the  battles  of  Pine  Bluff,  Pea  Ridge.  Pilot 
Knob,  Lexington,  Kansas  City,  Poison  Springs  and 
Saline  River.  He  was  also  in  numerous  skir- 
mishes. In  1874  Mr.  Carter  represented  this 
county  in  the  Constitutional  Convention  which 
framed  the  present  constitution,  and  in  18i9  he 
represented  this  county  in  the  Lower  House  of  the 
General  Assembly.  He  is  a Democrat,  and  is  very 
active,  politically.  He  is  a member  of  the  Masonic 
fraternity,  which  he  joined  in  1850,  and  he  is  now 
a member  of  Pike  Lodge  No.  91.  His  first  wife 
died  in  1868.  and  his  second  marriage  occurred  in 
1869  to  Mrs.  Sidney  A.  (Huddleston)  Reid,  who 
has  borne  him  four  children,  two  pairs  of  twins: 
Calvin  E.  (died  at  the  age  of  six  years),  Alice, 

John  (died  at  the  age  of  live  years)  and  Francis 
(still  living  at  home).  Alice  wras  married  in  Jan- 
uarv.  1890,  to  Mr.  William  A.  Daugherty,  a farmer, 
residing  in  this  county,  and  Francis  is  living  with 
his  parents.  Mr.  Carter  is  a liberal  supporter  of 
all  public  enterprises,  and  has  held  different  local 
positions  with  credit.  As  a man  he  is  progressive 
in  all  things,  and  wields  no  small  influence  in  the 
community  where  he  makes  his  home.  He  and 
family  are  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church.  South.  Mr.  Carter  has  in  his  house  one 
of  the  first  make  of  Seth  Thomas'  clocks,  which  has 
been  in  his  family  one  hundred  years,  and  has 
been  handed  down  from  generation  to  generation. 

It  kept  good  time  for  sixty  years.  Mr.  Carter  was 
the  only  child  born  to  the  union  of  William  and 
Mary  (Williams)  Carter,  the  father  a native  of 
Georgia  and  the  mother  of  North  Carolina.  They 
were  married  in  the  last  named  State,  and  there  re- 
sided until  about  1843,  when  they  moved  to  Missis- 
sippi. and  thence  two  years  later,  or  in  1845,  to 
Pike  County.  Ark.,  where  they  passed  the  remaind- 
er of  their  days. 

Benjamin  T.  Clement,  merchant,  Kirby.  Ark. 

Mr.  Clement  is  one  of  the  prominent  business  men 
of  Antoine  Township,  and  his  success  is  due  large- 
ly to  strict  attention  to  business,  study  of  the  wants 
of  his  customers,  and  fair  dealing.  He  was  born  | 
on  May  25,  1838,  in  Campbell  County.  Va. , and  is 
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the  eldest  of  four  children  born  to  the  marriage  of 
George  W.  and  Sallie  (Turner)  Clement,  natives  of 
the  Old  Dominion.  The  father  attended  the  Jef- 
ferson Medical  College  at  Philadelphia,  Penn.,  and 
graduated  in  1809.  He  was  a surgeon  in  the  War 
of  18P2.  and  his  father  before  him  wras  a surgeon 
in  the  War  of  the  Revolution.  After  the  war 
George  W.  Clement  practiced  his  profession  in  Vir- 
ginia for  many  years.  Grandfather  Turner  was 
with  the  Virginia  militia  in  the  War  of  1812. 
Benjamin  T.  Clement  was  reared  in  Virginia,  and 
obtained  his  education  in  the  German  Institute  in 
Germantown,  N.  C.  At  the  age  of  twenty- one  years 
he  started  out  for  himself,  as  a teacher,  and  this 
has  since  been  his  principal  occupation.  He  came 
to  Arkansas  in  1881.  locating  first  in  Hempstead 
County,  where  he  taught  school  for  a short  time, 
and  in  1887  he  permanently  settled  in  Pike  County. 
He  has  been  three  times  married;  first,  in  Virginia, 
to  Miss  Sallie  J.  Gravely,  a native  of  Henry 
County,  Va.,  who  bore  him  two  children,  both  of 
whom  died  while  young.  Mrs.  Clement  died  in 
1870,  and  on  October  12,  1885,  Mr.  Clements  was 
married  to  his  second  wife.  In  18S9  he  married 
Miss  Alice  B.  W illiams,  a daughter  of  W.  W. 
'Williams,  who  is  a native  of  Georgia.  Mr.  Will- 
iams came  to  Arkansas  in  1883,  and  settled  in 
Pike  County,  where  he  continues  to  reside.  Mr. 
Clement  enlisted  in  the  late  war  in  1861.  as  first 
lieutenant,  in  the  Confederate  service,  Company 
B,  Thirty-eighth  Virginia  Infantry,  and  was  in  the 
following  engagements:  Second  battle  of  Manassas, 
Antietam,  Gettysburg,  Cold  Harbor,  Five  Forks 
and  numerous  skirmishes.  He  was  slightly 
wounded  at  the  battle  of  Fort  Darling.  He  is  a 
Republican,  but  is  not  active  in  politics.  He  set- 
tled in  this  township  in  1890.  engaging  in  the  mer- 
cantile business.  He  cai’ries  a stock  of  goods  val- 
ued at  8600.  and  will  do  an  annual  business  of 
§4,000. 

Joel  H.  Conway,  hotel  proprietor  and  farmer, 
Murfreesboro,  Ark.  Mr.  Conway  owes  his  nativity 
to  this  county,  his  birth  occurring  in  1849,  and  is 
the  third  in  a family  of  four  children  born  to  the 
marriage  of  Thomas  J.  and  Lorena  (Lucky)  Con- 
way. the  father  a native  of  Tennessee,  bom  in 
1819,  and  the  mother  of  Alabama.  Thomas  J. 
Conway  worked  on  his  father's  farm  until  eighteen 
years  of  age,  after  which  he  came  to  Arkansas, 
and  settled  in  Hempstead  County.  He  there  began 
the  study  of  medicine  with  his  brother,  and  later 
went  to  Sevier  County,  where  he  married  Miss 
Lucky.  He  came  to  Pike  County  in  .1846,  began 
the  practice  of  medicine,  and  continued  here  until 
his  death  in  Februarv.  1859.  He  was  the  leading 


physician  of  his  time,  and  had  almost  all  the  prac- 
tice in  the  county.  The  mother  died  April  11, 
1852.  Joel  II.  Comvav's  time  was  divided  in  early 
i youth  between  assisting  on  the  farm  and  in  at- 
tending the  common  schools,  where  he  obtained  a 
j good  practical  education.  In  1862  he  went  to 
Washington,  Ark.,  for  a short  time,  but  returned  to 
; Pike  County,  where  he  was  engaged  in  the  duties  of 
the  farm  until  1867.  One  year  later,  with  an  older 
brother,  George  D.,  he  raised  a crop  on  the  farm 
left  by  their  father,  and  after  this  followed  agricult- 
ural pursuits  for  three  years.  He  subsequently 
made  his  home  with  a married  sister,  remaining 
with  her  for  one  year,  and  then  came  to  Murfrees- 
boro, where  he  engaged  in  business.  In  IS  <3 
he  returned  to  the  farm,  and  in  July  of  that  year 
married  Miss  Roxana  Mauney,  a native  of  Mur- 
freesboro, and  the  daughter  of  Dr.  George  R. 
Mauney,  one  of  the  old  settlers,  and  a prominent 
physician.  In  January,  1877,  Mr.  Conway  re- 
turned to  Murfreesboro,  and  in  March  of  that  year 
started  a general  store  in  partnership  with  O.  B. 
Ow'eus.  He  continued  at  this  for  seven  years, 
and  in  1884  made  a trip  to  New  Mexico,  but  not 
liking  that  country  as  a place  to  locate,  returned. 
He  purchased  a drove  of  cattle  and  took  them  to 
Indian  Territory.  In  December.  1S86,  he  bought 
his  present  property,  and  has  since  conducted  the 
1 Conway  House,  the  only  hotel  in  Murfreesboro. 
Mr.  Conway  owns  250  acres  of  land,  seventy  acres  of 
which  are  under  cultivation,  and  it  is  situated  two 
miles  south  of  town,  and  yields  a half  bale  of  cot- 
ton to  the  acre.  Mr.  Conway  was  appointed  post- 
master in  1879,  and  again  in  1S85.  He  was  elected 
justice  of  the  peace  in  1878.  and  again  in  1880,  and 
in  1882  was  made  mayor  of  Murfreesboro.  He 
has  always  been  active  in  school  matters,  and  in 
fact  all  enterprises  for  the  good  of  the  county.  To 
his  marriage  were  born  eight  children,  five  of 
whom  are  deceased:  Thomas  (deceased),  George 

D.  (deceased),  Ida  (deceased).  William  (deceased) 
and  oue  who  died  unnamed.  Those  living  are 
Ella,  Grover  and  Hugh.  Mr.  Couway  is  a Demo- 
crat in  politics,  and  conscientious  in  his  principles. 
He  is  one  of  the  representative  men  of  Murfrees- 
boro. 

Isaac  Coolev,  farmer.  Bingen.  Ark.  The  courtv 
of  Pike,  already  one  of  the  best  in  the  State  of 
Arkansas,  would  indeed  be  still  much  better  off  if 
it  had  more  citizens  with  characteristics  similar  to 
those  possessed  by  Mr.  Cooley.  A native  of  White 
County,  Tenu. . where  his  birth  occurred  on  May 
19,  1823,  his  career  from  the  time  of  his  ~ettle 
rnent  here,  and,  indeed,  from  commencing  life, 
was  oue  of  only  hard  work,  strict  economy,  and 
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an  intelligent  application  to  the  details  of  his 
various  branches  of  business.  He  is  the  eldest  of 
eight  children  born  to  William  and  Sarah  (Hud- 
son) Cooley,  natives  of  South  Carolina.  The 
parents  moved  to  Tennessee  in  IS  1 5.  resided  in 
that  State  until  1845.  and  then  moved  to  Hemp- 
stead County,  Ark.,  -where  they  made  their  home 
until  1855.  They  then  moved  to  Pike  County,  and 

j there  settled  permanently.  The  father  died  in 
1876  at  the  age  of  seventy-four  years,  and  the 
mother  died  in  1877  at  the  age  of  seventy-nine 
years.  Isaac  Cooley  was  reared  in  Tennessee, 
obtained  a limited  education  in  the  common  schools, 
and  commenced  for  himself  at  the  age  of  twenty 
years.  He  started  out  as  an  agriculturist,  and 
this  has  since  been  his  principal  occupation.  He 
is  the  owner  of  115  acres  of  land  with  about  fifty 
acres  under  cultivation,  and  this  yields  an  average 
crop.  He  was  first  married  in  1848  to  Miss  Linnie 

E.  D.  Rodgers,  of  Kentucky,  and  the  daughter  of 

John  and  Sarah  W.  Rodgers,  who  moved  to  this 
State  from  Kentucky  in  1839.  Mr.  Rodgers  was 
a farmer,  and  owned  a great  amount  of  land  in 
Pike  County.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Cooley  were  born 
nine  children,  six  now  living,  all  married,  and  all 
residing  in  this  State.  They  are  named  as  fol- 
lows: John  R.,  William  T.,  Jefferson  D.,  Sarah 

F. ,  Elvira  T.  and  Irene  J.  Sarah  F.  was  mar- 
ried in  1869  to  Mr.  E.  K.  McGloffin.  a farmer,  who 
died  about  1879.  Her  second  husband  was  John 
Duncan,  who  resides  in  Pike  County.  They  were 
married  in  1881.  Elvira  T.  married,  in  1873,  Mr. 
R.  B.  Thompson,  a farmer  residing  in  Pike  County. 
Irene  J.  married,  in  1885,  Mr.  Monroe  Cox,  a 
farmer  residing  in 'Sevier  County.  Mr.  Cooley’s 
second  marriage  was  in  1887,  to  Sarah  J.  Warrin, 
of  Tennessee,  and  daughter  of  Felix  and  Eliza 
Warrin,  who  moved  to  this  State  from  Tennessee 
in  1861.  Mr.  Cooley  is  a member  of  the  Masonic 
fraternity,  which  he  joined  in  1862,  and  is  a Mas- 
ter Mason.  He  and  most  of  his  family  are  mem- 
bers of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  South. 
In  his  political  views  he  adheres  to  the  Democratic 
party,  has  held  the  office  of  magistrate  of  Brewer 
Township  several  terms,  and  also  served  one  term  as 
county  judge  of  Pike  County.  He  enlisted  as  a 
private  in  the  Confederate  army  in  1864,  and  served 
west  of  the  Mississippi  River.  He  was  in  the 
Missouri  raid  and  participated  in  numerous  skir- 
mishes, but  was  in  no  important  battles.  He  is 
a liberal  supporter  of  all  laudable  enterprises,  and 

| a worthy  citizen  in  every  particular. 

J.  T.  Cooper,  one  of  the  leading  merchants  pf 
Pike  County,  Wolf  Creek  Township,  Antoine  post- 
office,  was  born  in  Georgia,  in  1847,  one  of  a fam- 


ily of  fourteen  children,  ten  of  whom  grew  to  ma- 
turity, and  nine  of  whom  are  still  living,  viz. : Will- 
iam  H. , Mark  A.,  Matthew  T.,  Charley  L. , Clark 
E.,  Mary  E.,  Martha  A.,  Sarah  and  Pinkie  M.  His 
parents,  Sterling  T.  and  Nancy  E.  (Hamilton) 
Cooper,  were  born  in  South  Carolina,  in  1824  and 
1827,  respectively;  the  former,  a farmer  by  occupa- 
tion, emigrated  from  Georgia  to  Arkansas  in  1859, 
and  located  in  Pike  County,  where  they  resided 
until  the  death  of  the  father,  which  occurred  Janu- 
ary 14,  1890.  The  mother  is  still  living  at  the 
old  home  place,  at  the  age  of  sixty-three.  Mr. 
Cooper,  Sr.,  was  a man  who  took  a deep  interest  in 
the  building  up  of  churches,  schools  and  society. 
He  and  his  wife  were  both  earnest  members  of  the 
Christian  Church,  and  his  death  was  universally 
regretted.  The  subject  of  this  short  biographical 
sketch  was  reared  and  schooled  in  Pike  County,  re- 
ceiving his  education  in  the  private  schools,  and  at 
the  age  of  twenty  began  doing  for  himself,  choos- 
ing farming  as  his  occupation,  at  which  he  contin- 
ued for  live  years.  In  1872  he  began  a mercantile 
business  in  Boughton,  starting  with  a capital  of 
8500.  In  1877  he  moved  this  business  to  Antoine, 
and  now7  has  a capital  of  $10,000.  January  5, 
1881,  he  was  married  to  Miss  Martha  J.  Dyre,  a 
native  of  Arkansas,  born  in  1861,  and  to  this  union 

have  been  born  three  children,  viz. : W’irt  Dvre. 

’ * 

Pearl  and  Archie.  In  1887  Mr.  Cooper  was  ap- 
pointed postmaster  at  this  place,  and  is  still  serving 
in  that  capacity.  Mrs.  Cooper  is  a member  of  the 
Christian  Church.  Mr.  Cooper  takes  a deep  inter- 
est in  the  building  up  of  this  county,  and  is  a good 
citizen,  highly  respected  by  all  in  the  community. 

Jim  P.  Copeland,  planter  and  minister  of  Pike 
County,  Ark.,  is  a native  of  Arkansas,  born  in  Pope 
County,  May  8,  1837.  His  father,  a farmer  and 
school  teacher  by  occupation,  was  born  in  1801. 
and  August  9,  1825,  was  married  to  Miss  Sarah 
Webb,  a native  of  Tennessee,  born  in  1803,  and 
the  results  of  this  union  were  eleven  children,  viz.  : 
Newton  W.,  Paulina  D.,  David  M.  (deceased),  Sarah 
V.,  Jim  P..  Meredith  W. , Minerva  K.,  Mary  M.  (de- 
ceased). Harriet  W.,  John  W.  (deceased)  and  Eliza- 
beth (deceased).  Iu  1828  he  emigrated  from  Ten- 
nessee to  Pope  County,  where  he  took  up  land  and 
began  farming.  He  is  a member  of  the  Masonic 
fraternity,  Pisgah  Lodge  No.  250.  He  served  in 
the  Mexican  War,  in  Capt.  Moffit’s  company,  Yell's 
regiment,  and  participated  in  the  battles  at  Cerro 
Gordo  and  Buena  Vista.  Iu  his  political  views, 
he  was  a stanch  Democrat.  He  and  wife  were 
both  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
South,  in  which  he  has  held  office  fts  steward  and 
class-leader  for  a number  of  years,  and  was  one  of 
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the  charter  members  of  the  church  at  Sulphur 
Springs.  His  wife  died  October  17,  1S73,  but 
Mr.  Copeland  is  still  living  at  the  advanced  age  of 
eighty-nine  years,  in  good  health,  although  he  has 
been  totally  blind  since  1876.  His  son,  the  imme- 
diate subject  of  this  sketch,  was  reared  and  edu- 
cated in  Pope  County,  attending  the  common 
country  schools.  January  11,  1857,  he  married 
Miss  Minerva  Corethers,  a native  of  Pope  County, 
and  a daughter  of  Andrew  N.  and  Frances  Coreth- 
ers, and  the  same  year  purchased  100  acres  of 
good  land,  and  settled  down  to  farming.  In  1861 
he  enlisted  in  the  late  war,  in  the  Confederate 
cause,  under  Gen.  Churchill,  in  Company  I,  First 
Arkansas,  McNair’s  brigade,  and  participated  in 
many  severely  fought  battles,  among  the  principal 
ones  being  Oak  Hill,  Elkhorn,  Corinth,  Richmond. 
Perryville,  Murfreesboro,  Chickamauga  (where  he 
was  wounded  through  the  left  arm).  Dug  Gap, 
and  Resaca.  At  one  place  he  had  his  right 
leg  broken.  He  was  then  paroled  by  Col.  Stev- 
ens, and  returned  home,  and  in  1865  emigrated  to 
Dallas  County, where  he  remained  until  1870,  when 
he  moved  to  Pike  County,  purchased  240  acres  of 
land,  and  commenced  farming,  and  preaching  the 
gospel,  being  the  first  minister  who  had  an  estab- 
lished home  in  this  county.  He  was  one  of  the 
charter  members,  and  assisted  in  organizing  the 
churches  at  Pisgah  and  Brockton.  He  is  a minister 
in  the  Missionary  Baptist  Church,  of  which  his 
entire  family  are  members.  The  union  of  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Copeland  has  resulted  in  the  birth  of  eleven 
children,  viz.:  Eudora  S.  (deceased),  Mary  A.,  Jim 
P.,  Jr.,  John  S. , William  D.,  Robert  T.  (deceased), 
Patrick  H. , Guss  Garland,  Sallie  F.,  Hicks  H.  and 
Minnie  M.  Mr.  Copeland  owns  one  of  the  finest  and 
best  stocked  farms  in  Pike  County,  consisting  of 
1, 200  acres  of  good  land.  He  is  a Royal  Arch  Mason, 
belonging  to  Pisgah  Lodge  No.  250.  He  has 
taken  a deep  interest  in  the  politics  of  his  county, 
and  has  served  as  sheriff  for  four  years.  In  1884 
he  was  elected  to  the  Lower  House,  and  in  18S6 
to  the  Senate.  He  is  one  of  the  representative 
men  of  the  county,  and  is  highly  respected  by  all 
in  the  community. 

L.  S.  Corbell,  lawyer,  Murfreesboro,  Ark.  As 
a leading  citizen  of  Murfreesboro  in  its  profes- 
sional, business  and  social  life,  lending  strength  to 
her  bar,  tone  to  her  finances,  and  grace  to  her 
society,  Mr.  Corbell  commands  attention  from  the 
pen  of  the  historian  who  would  wish  to  do  the 
town  of  Murfreesboro  justice.  He  was  originally 
from  Alabama,  his  birth  occurring  in  1844,  and 
was  the  eldest  child  by  the  second  marriage  of  his 
parents,  Josiah  and  Mary  (Box)  Corbell,  natives  of 


Alabama  and  Tennessee,  respectively.  The  father 
i was  a farmer,  and  came  to  Arkansas  in  1846, 
settling  in  Sevier  County,  now  a part  of  Howard, 
then  went  to  Hempstead,  where  he  remained  until 
1856,  when  he  came  to  Pike  County.  He  bought 
a farm  in  the  western  part  of  the  county,  and 
there  remained  until  about  the  breaking  out  of  the 
war.  when  he  removed  to  the  northern  part  of  the 
State.  In  1865  he  came  back  to  his  former  home 
in  Pike  County,  was  appointed  sheriff. and  October 
13,  1865.  was  assassinated.  The  mother  died  in 
February,  1882.  L.  S.  Corbell,  early  became 
familiar  with  the  duties  of  the  farm,  and  obtained 
a good  practical  education  in  the  common  schools. 
After  the  war  he  farmed  until  1868,  was  elected 
justice  of  the  peace,  and  served  in  that  capacity 
until  1872,  when  he  was  elected  to  the  General 
Assembly  of  the  State,  from  Pike  County.  He 
had  been  studying  law  for  several  years,  and  was 
admitted  to  the  bar  in  1874.  at  Murfreesboro, 
where  he  at  once  begau  practicing.  In  1886  he 
moved  to  Conway  County,  where  he  resided  until 
September,  1889,  and  then  returned  to  Murfrees- 
boro, where  he  has  since  made  his  home.  He  was 
married  in  August,  1867,  to  Miss  Mary  J.  Jackson, 
a native  of  Arkansas,  and  the  daughter  of  \\  . J. 
and  M.  E.  Jackson,  pioneers  to  this  section  from 
Tennessee.  Eight  children  were  the  fruits  of  this 
union,  four  now  living:  Missouri  A.  (wife  of  J.  C. 
Johnson,  at  Little  Rock),  Jasper  J.  (died  March 
10,  1887),  Cora  E.,  John  S.,  Bradley  N.  (died 
March  4,  1887),  and  Beulah  Myrtle.  Mr.  Corbell 
is  one  of  the  enterprising  and  representative 
citizens  of  Pike  County,  and  is  active  in  all  matters 
of  public  interest.  He  is  a member  of  the  A.  1 . 
& A.  M. , Pike  Lodge  No  91,  and  his  family  are 
members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 

John  F.  Davis,  merchant  and  farmer,  Murfrees- 
boro, Ark.  In  the  business  of  merchandising  Mr. 
Davis  is  second  to  no  other  merchant  in  this  portion 
of  the  county.  There  are  but  few  residents  who 
have  carried  on  merchandising  and  farming  and 
have  made  a success  of  both  as  has  our  subject. 
He  is  a native-born  resident  of  this  county,  his 
birth  occurring  where  he  now  lives  in  1850,  and  is 
the  fifth  of  seven  children,  the  result  of  the  union 
of  Abijah  and  Lucinda  (Dixon,  nee  Brewer)  Davis, 
natives  of  Illiuois  and  Missouri,  respectively. 
Abijah  Davis  moved  with  his  parents  to  Arkansas 
in  1822,  and  in  growing  up  in  that  day  and  time 
received  no  advantages,  so  that  in  starting  out  for 
himself  at  the  age  of  nineteen  he  was  absolutely 
penniless.  He  engaged  in  farming,  and  was  mar- 
ried in  1839.  About  this  time  he  bought  a small 
i farm  of  160  acres,  three-fourths  of  a mile  west  of 
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Murfreesboro,  which  he  improved  and  added  to. 
until  at  the  time  of  his  death,  which  occurred  in 
1873,  he  was  the  owner  of  680  acres,  with  150 
acres  under  cultivation,  all  the  result  of  his  honest, 
earnest  labor.  He  took  an  active  interest  in  all 
enterprises  for  the  good  of  the  county  and  was 
willing  to  lend  a helping  hand.  John  F.  Davis 
worked  industriously  on  his  father’s  farm  and 
attended  the  public  schools  of  the  county  until 
twenty-one  years  of  age,  when  he  began  farming  in 
Muddy  Creek  Township.  He  was  married  in 
1871  to  Miss  Emily  8.  Haynes,  a native  of  Georgia, 
and  after  his  father's  death  returned  to  the  old 
homestead.  He  bought  considerable  land,  inher- 
ited some,  and  now  has  500  acres,  150  under  cul- 
tivation, all  of  which  he  has  cleared  himself.  His 
land  is  very  productive,  and  much  of  it  will  make 
over  a bale  of  cotton  to  the  acre.  He  has  an 
excellent  orchard  and  a good  place  in  all  respects. 
In  188-1  he  bought  the  mill  and  gin  in  town  and 
after  two  years  sold  it.  In  December.  1889,  he 
engaged  in  merchandising  in  Murfreesboro  in  part- 
nership with  Owens  A Stevens,  but  soon  bought 
his  partner  out.  In  February,  1890,  Mr.  Ste- 
vens purchased  an  interest  again.  They  carry  a 
complete  stock  of  general  merchandise  valued  at 
$3,000,  and  are  doing  a good  business.  To  the 
marriage  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Davis  have  been  born 
eight  children,  all  of  whom  are  living:  Martha  and 
Mary  (twins,  bom  in  1872).  Abijah  (born  in  1874), 
Eletha,  Cora  Lee,  Beulah  May,  Ida  and  Joe  Flor- 
ence. Mr.  Davis  is  a member  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  and  his  wife  is  a member  of  the 
Baptist.  He  is  active  in  his  support  of  churches 
and  schools,  and  is  director  in  his  school  district. 
He  is  a member  of  the  Masonic  fraternity,  Pike 
Lodge  No.  91,  and  is  senior  warden  in  the  same. 

Samuel  C.  Dean,  one  of  the  prominent  young 
i planters  of  Pike  County,  was  born  in  Lawrence, 
S.  C.,  September  19,  1854.  His  parents,  John 
and  Elizabeth  K.  (East)  Dean,  natives  of  South 
Carolina,  born  in  1813  and  1815,  respectively,  had 
a family  of  seven  children,  viz. : James  C.,  Nancy 
(deceased)  William  W.,  John  \V.,  Samuel  C., 
Miles  P. , Thomas  H.  The  father  was  a planter, 
and  emigrated  from  South  Carolina  to  Arkansas  in 
1857,  locating  in  Pike  County,  where  he  resided 
until  his  death,  which  occurred  September  24. 
1882.  His  widow  still  survives,  enjoying  good 
health,  and  lives  with  her  youngest  son.  Both 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Dean  were  members  of  the  Method- 
i*t  Episcopal  Church,  South.  The  subject  of  this 
sketch  received  a good  education  at  the  Arkansas 
Indust  rial  University  in  Washington  County,  Ark., 
entering  in  March,  1877,  and  leaving  in  June, 
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1880,  and  after  completing  his  education,  began 
teaching  school  in  Pike  and  Howard  Counties, 
having  charge  of  the  Murfreesboro  school  during 
1883  and  1884.  He  continued  in  this  occupation 
for  six  years.  March  2,  1887,  Mr.  Dean  married 
Miss  Dora  Scott,  a native  of  Arkansas,  and  a 
daughter  of  Rev.  William  J.  and  Mary  Scott. 
William  J.  Scott  was  an  itinerant  minister  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  South,  in  Arkansas, 
for  a number  of  years.  He  is  now  superannuated 
and  lives  in  California.  This  union  was  blessed 
with  one  child,  Mattie  Agnes,  born  December  15, 

1887.  Mr.  Dean  is  a planter  by  occupation  and 
owns  about  120  acres  of  good  land,  with  twenty- 
four  acres  under  cultivation.  Both  he  and  wife 
are  worthy  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  South. 

James  P.  Dunn.  The  interests  of  Pike  County 
would  be  incomplete  without  the  mention  of  Mr. 

Dunn,  one  of  its  prominent  planters.  He  was 
born  in  Greene  County.  Ala.,  June  3.  1847,  one  of 
a family  of  fourteen  children  born  to  the  union  of 
Wesley  and  Martha  (Horton)  Dunn,  natives  of 
North  Carolina,  born  in  1814  and  1820,  respect- 
ively. Their  children  were  as  follows:  Albert 

W. , Bolen  H.  (deceased),  Lucy  M.  (deceased), 

Julius  C.,  Mattie  A.  (deceased),  Wiley  P.  (de- 
ceased), James  P. , Sidney  F. , Samuel  W. , Martha, 
and  four  children  who  died  in  infancy.  The 
father  was  a very  successful  agriculturist,  who 
emigrated  from  North  Carolina  to  Alabama  in 
1837.  locating  in  Greene  County,  where  he  lived 
until  1859,  when  he  emigrated  to  Arkansas,  set- 
tling in  Dallas  County,  and  resided  here  until  his 
death  in  1871;  his  widow  followed  him  in  1887. 

Mr.  Dunn  was  an  ardent  Democrat,  and  took  an  act- 
ive part  in  the  politics  of  his  county,  serving  several 
terms  as  constable:  he  also  took  an  active  interest 
in  the  building  up  of  churches,  schools  and  society. 

Both  he  and  wife  were  worthy  members  of  the  Mis- 
sionary Baptist  Church.  The  subject  of  this 
sketch  received  his  education  in*  the  private 
schools  of  Dallas  County.  Ark.  After  finishing 
his  education  he  engaged  in  farming,  also  teach- 
ing schools  for  three  seasons.  On  December  24. 

1874;  he  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Mol- 
lie  E.  Cooper,  a native  of  Georgia,  and  to  this 
union  have  been  born  six  children,  viz.  : Carlos 
\Y.,  Cora  J.,  Sterling  P.  (deceased).  Roscoe  H.  (de- 
ceased), Claude  W.  (deceased)  and  Fred  S.  Mr. 

Dunn  has  always  continued  in  his  chosen  avoca- 
tion, farming,  in  which  he  has  been  unusually 
successful.  He  now  owns  about  280  acres  of  land, 
with  114  acres  under  cultivation;  also  a town  lot.  I 
He  takes  an  active  interest  in  the  politics  of  his 
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county,  voting  the  "Union  Labor  ticket.  He  has 
hetd  the  office  of  justice  of  the  peace,  and  in  ISSi 
and  1880  represented  this  county  in  the.  General 
Assembly.  Both  he  and  wife  are  earnest  mem- 
bers of  the  Christian  Church.  Mr.  Dunn  belongs 
to  the  Masonic  fraternity,  a member  of  Manches- 
ter Lodge  No.  16. 

George  T.  Epperson,  farmer  and  stock-raiser. 
Star  of  the  West,  Ark.  Thompson  and  Ailcy 
(King)  Epperson,  the  parents  of  our  subject,  were 
both  natives  of  Franklin  County,  Ga. , and  to  their 
marriage,  which  occurred  in  this  State,  were  born 
eight  children,  George  T.  being  the  eldest  in  order 
of  birth.  The  parents  left  their  native  State, 
moved  to  Tennessee,  and  in  lS-t7  to  Arkansas,  set- 
tling finally  in  Pike  County,  where  they  resided 
until  they  received  their  final  summons,  the  father 
dying  in  1866  at  the  age  of  sixty-three,  and  the 
mother  in  1876  at  an  advanced  age.  The  grand- 
fathers on  both  sides  figured  conspicuously  in  the 
Revolutionary  War.  George  T.  Epperson  was 
bom  in  Habersham  County,  Ga. , October  29, 
1829,  and  was  principally  reared  in  Tennessee, 
where  he  obtained  a limited  education,  and  when 
twenty-four  years  of  age  he  commenced  working 
for  himself  as  a farmer,  and  this  occupation  he 
still  continues  to  follow.  At  the  present  he  is  the 
owner  of  520  acres  of  laud,  and  has  about  ISO  acres 
under  cultivation.  He  is  also  the  owner  of  con- 
siderable town  property.  He  was  married,  about 
1854,  to  Miss  Sarah  D.  Polk,  who  was  born  in  Ar- 
kansas, and  who  is  the  daughter  of  Taylor  Polk,  a 
very  prominent  man  in  his  day.  Five  children  were 
born  to  this  union:  Henry  P.,  Mary  A.  (deceased), 

Taylor  T.,  Eliza  J.  and  Union  D.  (deceased).  All 
the  children  now  living  are  married  and  reside 
in  Arkansas.  Mrs.  Epperson  died  in  1865.  Dur- 
ing the  late  war,  or  in  1863,  Mr.  Epperson  enlisted 
in  the  Federal  army  as  captain  in  Company  D, 
Fourth  Arkansas  Regiment,  and  although  in  no 
general  battles,  he  was  in  numerous  skirmishes. 
He  is  a Democrat  in  politics,  and  socially  is  a mem- 
ber of  the  Masonic  fraternity,  which  he  joined  at 
Murfreesboro  in  1854,  and  he  still  holds  member 
ship  in  Star  of  the  West  Lodge  No.  210.  He  is 
ready  and  walling  to  aid  in  all  worthy  enterprises 
for  the  good  of  the  county. 

R.  M.  Forester,  farmer,  Gentry.  Ark.  No 
name  is  more  closely  associated  with  the  farming 
interests  of  the  county  than  the  one  which  heads 
this  sketch,  for  it  is  borne  by  a man  who,  though 
young  in  years,  is  still  one  of  the  first-class  agricult- 
urists. He  was  born  in  Dade  County,  Ga..  in  Octo- 
ber, 1855, and  was  the  fifth  of  twelve  children,  the  re- 
sult of  the  union  of  F.  N.  and  Eliza  A.  (Riddle ) For- 


ester.  The  parents  were  married  in  Georgia,  and 
resided  in  that  State  until  1856,  when  they  moved 
to  Arkansas.  They  settled  in  Pike  County,  where 
the  mother  resides  at  the  present  time,  but  the 
father  died,  in  1883.  at  the  age  of  seventy-eight 
years.  He  was  a Mason,  a Democrat  in  politics, 
and  he  took  an  active  part  in  the  advancement  of 
society,  churches,  etc.  The  mother  is  a member  of 
the  Church  of  Christ,  to  which  she  connected  her- 
self in  1889.  R.  M.  Forester  was  reared  in  Ar- 
kansas, and  received  an  ordinary  education  in  that 
State.  At  the  age  of  twenty-three  years  he  began 
working  for  himself  as  a miller,  and  this  continued 
for  five  years.  He  theu  became  dissatisfied  and 
engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits,  which  he  has  con- 
tinued ever  since.  He  is  at  present  the  owner  of 
220  acres  of  land,  and  has  thirty-five  acres  under 
cultivation.  He  was  married  January  25,  1880,  to 
Miss  Isadora  Yarbrough.  She  was  born  in  Ala- 
bama, and  her  father,  S.  A.  Y’arbrough.  moved  to 
Arkansas  from  Alabama  in  1878,  and  still  resides 
in  this  State.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Forester  have 
been  born  three  children:  Henry  F.,  Maudie  L. 

and  Garland  M.,  all  living  with  their  parents.  Mr. 
Forester  is  a Democrat  in  politics,  and  was  elected 
magistrate  in  1888.  which  position  he  still  holds. 

Allen  A.  Gentry,  another  of  the  prominent 
planters  of  Pike  County,  Missouri  Township,  was 
born  in  Clark  County,  Ark.,  on  March  18,  1S20. 
His  father,  William  Gentry,  was  born  in  South 
Carolina  April  20.  1788,  in  which  State  he  was  en- 
gaged in  tilling  the  soil  until  1817,  when  he  emi- 
grated to  Arkansas,  locating  in  Clark  Countv,  re- 
maining  there  until  his  death,  in  1S57.  He  mar- 
ried Miss  Jane  Narrad,  and  they  were  the  parents 
of  thirteen  children — ten  sons  and  three  daughters 
— all  of  wThom  grew  to  maturity,  except  the  three 
youngest.  The  children  were  as  follows:  Patsy 
H.,  John  H.,  William  C.,  James  M.,  Allen  A..  Al- 
ford. Franklin.  Jurissia  R. , Samuel  W. , Betsey  J., 
George  W.,  Rufus  and  Andrew  J.  Mr.  Gentry. 
Sr.,  served  in  the  War  of  1812,  enlisting  as  private 
in  Carroll’s  brigade  under  Gen.  Jackson.  He  died 
in  1857 : his  wife  died  in  1S52.  a worthy  member 
of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  South.  The 
immediate  subject  of  this  sketch  was  educated 
in  the  private  schools  of  Clark  County,  and 
when  twenty-one  years  of  age  started  in  life  fur 
himself,  choosing  farming  as  his  vocation.  May 
29,  1859.  he  married  Mary  A.  Thomas,  a native  of 
South  Carolina,  and  to  this  union  have  been  born 
eleven  children— five  boys  and  six  girls — namely: 
JaueG.,  Lilly  M.  (deceased),  William  L.,.  Mattie. 
John  T..  Charley  V..  Mary,  Emma,  Jim  T..  TNI  i a - 
nie  O. , Dora  S.,  and  Andrew  J.  (deceased).  Mr. 
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Gentry  owns  a well-stocked  farm  of  200  acres, 
with  forty  acres  under  cultivation.  He  is  a mem- 
ber of  Pike  Lodge  No.  91,  of  the  Masonic  fraternity, 
in  which  he  held  office  as  junior  warden  at  Rome, 
in  Clark  County.  Ark.,  and  also  tyler  at  Elrnont, 
Los  Angeles  County,  Cal.  He  served  in  the  Confed- 
erate army,  entering  in  1863,  under  Col.  Trader,  in 
Company  I,  Sixteenth  Arkansas  Regiment.  His 
regiment  surrendered  in  Texas,  and  Mr.  Gentry 
immediately  returned  home,  resuming  his  former 
occupation,  farming.  In  1S52  he  emigrated  to 
California,  overland,  remained  there  four  years, 
and  then  returned  to  Arkansas.  Both  he  and  wife 
are  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 
South,  and  are  highly  esteemed  and  respected  by 
their  neighbors. 

Lee  Giles,  editor  and  proprietor  of  Pike  Coun- 
ty Courier,  Murfreesboro,  Ark.  Generally  age  and 
experience  are  essential  to  success  and  promotion, 
but  in  the  example  before  us  we  have  a young  man 
who  has  risen  without  any  especial  fortuitous  cir- 
cumstances to  the  head  of  the  representative  jour- 
nal of  Pike  County,  Ark.  Mr.  Giles  wras  born  in 
Falcon,  Nevada  County,  Ark.,  in  1867,  and  is  the 
youngest  of  five  children  born  to  J.  R.  and  Cali- 
fornia (Brown  nee  Drake)  Giles,  natives  of  Geor- 
gia aud  Alabama,  respectively.  J.  R.  Giles  came 
to  Arkansas  with  his  parents  some  time  in  the  for- 
ties, and  settled  in  the  present  territory  of  Nevada 
County,  where  he  first  followed  farming.  Later  he 
engaged  in  merchandising  at  Falcon,  and  in  1873 
erected  the  first  store  building  at  Hope,  continuing 
in  business  there  until  1883,  when  he  returned  to 
agricultural  pursuits,  which  he  carries  on  at  the 
present  time,  but  still  makes  his  home  in  Hope. 
Lee  Giles  spent  his  boyhood  days  on  his  father’s 
farm  near  Hope,  and  attended  the  schools  of  that 
town.  In  1884  he  began  learning  the  printer’s 
trade  in  the  office  of  the  Hope  Mercury,  where  he 
remained  for  one  year,  and  then  attended  school 
for  a year.  After  this  he  entered  the  office  of  the 
Hope  Gazette,  where  he  remained  one  year,  and 
then  went  to  Texarkana,  and  was  foreman  of 
the  Herald  during  the  publication  of  that  paper. 
In  August,  1888,  he  came  to  Murfreesboro,  aud  en- 
gaged in  the  publication  of  the  Pike  County  Sen- 
tinel for  Mr.  J.  O.  A.  Bush.  In  February,  1889, 
he  purchased  the  paper,  changed  its  name  to  the 
Pike  County  Courier,  and  has  been  conducting  it 
in  an  able  and  efficient  manner  ever  since.  It  is 
an  uncompromising  Democratic  journal,  and  dur- 
ing the  time  he  has  edited  it  the  subscription  list 
has  been  trebled.  His  outlook  for  the  future -is 
indeed  promising,  for  besides  being  thoroughly 
posted  in  his  adopted  calling,  he  is  energetic  and 


active,  and  a writer  of  recognized  ability  and  force. 
He  has  done  much  to  elevate  the  tone  of  society, 
improve  the  morals  of  the  county  and  advance  the 
Democratic  cause. 

John  W.  Gilleylen,  postmaster,  and  one  of  the 
leading  merchants  of  Bills  post-office  was  born  in 
Monroe  County,  Miss.,  July  17,  1849.  His  par- 
ents, James  M.  and  Eliza  (Feddis)  Gilleylen. 
natives  of  Mississippi  (the  former  born  in  ISIS ), 
had  a family  of  four  children,  viz.:  Bedora  C., 
John  W.,  Thomas  B.  and  Nancy  E.  The  father 
was  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits  until  the 
breaking  out  of  the  late  war,  when,  in  1863,  he  en- 
listed in  the  Confederate  service,  under  Gen.  Sam- 
uel Gaston,  and  served  until  the  close  of  the  war, 
when  he  returned  home  and  resumed  farming,  and 
died  May  9,  1866.  Politically  he  was  a stanch 
Democrat.  His  wife  died  May  9,  1857,  a worthy 
member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  South. 
The  immediate  subject  of  this  sketch  was  educated 
in  the  common  country  schools  of  his  native  State. 
In  1886  he  emigrated  from  Mississippi  to  Arkan- 
sas, settling  in  Pike  County,  where  he  took  up 
land  and  began  farming.  In  1879  he  married 
Miss  Margaret  Conatscar,  a native  of  Arkansas, 
and  the  fruits  of  this  union  have  been  these  chil- 
dren, viz.:  Bessie  E.,  Hueston  P.  (deceased),  An- 
nie, Hittie  and  Jesse  O.  Some  time  since  Mr. 
Gilleylen  entered  the  mercantile  business,  begin- 
ning with  a capital  of  $500,  and  his  capital  has 
since  increased  to  $1,000.  In  connection  withthis 
business  he  owns  a fine  farm  of  250  acres,  with 
forty  acres  under  cultivation.  He  is  a Master 
Mason,  belonging  to  Pisgah  Lodge  No.  250. 
and  both  he  and  wife  are  members  of  the  Method- 
ist Episcopal  Church,  South. 

William  M.  Gould,  a successful  planter  and  an 
influential  citizen  of  Pike  County,  was  born  in  this 
county  May  4,  1848.  His  parents,  William  B.  and 
Sarah  (Campbell)  Gould,  the  former  a native  of 
Philadelphia,  and  a farmer  by  occupation,  had  a 
family  of  nine  children — seven  girls  and  two  boys— 
all  of  whom  grew  to  maturity  with  the  exception 
of  one,  viz. : Isabella.  Cassandria,  Sophronia,  Su- 
sana,  Annie,  Lizzie,  Jerome  and  William.  The 
family  emigrated  to  Arkansas  at  a very  early  day, 
settling  in  Hempstead  County,  where  they  resided 
for  several  years,  and  then  emigrated  to  Pike 
County.  Mr.  Gould  was  a member  of  the  Masonic 
fraternity.  Pike  Lodge  No.  91.  in  which  he  held 
all  the  principal  offices.  He  served  as  representa- 
tive of  Pike  County  for  several  years.  In  July, 
1861,  he  entered  a home  company,  was  elected  first 
lieutenant  of  the  company,  marched  to  Van  Buren. 
where  they  were  organized  into  the  Fourth  Regi- 
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ment,  under  Capt.  Black,  and  participated  in  the 
battle  of  Pea  Ridge.  Their  captain  died  and  Mr. 
Gould  was  elected  in  his  stead,  but  he  resigned 
this  commission  in  1802,  on  account  of  ill  health, 
and  returned  home,  where  he  remained  until  his 
death,  May  25,  1874.  He  was  born  October  15, 
1810.  His  widow  'still  survives,  and  is  residing 
with  her  oldest  daughter.  The  immediate  subject 
of  this  sketch  was  reared  in  Pike  County,  and  re- 
mained at  home  until  he  attained  his  majority, 
when  he  took  his  belongings,  which  consisted  of  a 
horse  and  saddle,  and  started  in  life  for  himself, 
choosing  farming  as  his  vocation.  July  11,  1870, 
he  married  Miss  Mary  Branch,  >a  native  of  Tennes- 
see, by  whom  he  has  sis  children,  viz. : Willie, 
Lula  (deceased),  Johnnie,  Frank,  Laura  and  Katie. 
Mr.  Gould  is  now  the  owner  of  a well-stocked  farm 
of  2S0  acres  of  good  land,  sixty  acres  of  which  are 
j under  an  excellent  state  of  cultivation.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  Masonic  fraternity.  Pike  Lodge  No. 
91,  aud  takes  an  active  part  in  furthering  the  inter- 
ests of  the  community.  Mrs.  Gould  is  a member 
of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  South. 

James  W.  Hamilton,  farmer,  Murfreesboro, 
Ark.  In  every  community  and  among  all  classes 
there  are  always  a few  men  who  seem  to  become 
leaders  in  whatever  they  do,  whether  of  a com- 
mercial or  agricultural  nature,  and  these  same  men 
are  the  ones  who  perhaps  unconsciously  take  a 
| promiuent  and  active  interest  in  promoting  any 
movement  which  may  be  thought  capable  of  tend- 
ing to  the  welfare  of  the  county  or  vicinity  in  which 
! they  may  reside.  Such  a one  is  Mr.  Hamilton, 

I who  was  born  in  County  Tyrone,  Ireland,  on  Au- 

j gust  14,  1827,  and  who  was  the  son  of  James  and 

Rebecca  (Smith)  Hamilton,  natives  also  of  the 
Emerald  Isle.  James  W.  Hamilton  was  reared  in 
his  native  country,  received  a limited  education, 
and  emigrated  to  America  about  1848.  After 
reaching  this  country,  he  was  engaged  in  numerous 
occupations,  such  as  railroading,  working  at  the 
carpenter's  trade,  and  car  building,  until  1861. 
He  then  enlisted  in  the  Confederate  army,  Com- 
pany A,  First  Arkansas  Regiment,  as  private,  and 
after  drilling  for  some  time  at  Little  Rock,  was 
ordered  to  Missouri,  where  his  company  captured 
quite  a number  of  Union  soldiers.  After  this  they 
had  a lively  battle  at  Oak  Hill,  and  in  this  our  sub- 
ject received  a slight  wound.  Later  Mr.  Hamilton 
was  in  the  battle  of  Elkhorn  and  was  then  trans- 
ferred to  Mississippi,  where  he  took  part  in  the 
battle  of  Farmington,  then  Chickamauga,  and 
there  he  received  another  wound,  which  kept  him 
off  the  field  for  sixty  days.  He  subsequently  par- 
ticipated in  the  battle  of  Richmond,  also  Perry  - 


ville,  and  in  1863  he  was  in  the  Georgia  campaign, 
where  he  was  in  a tight  every  day  until  the  fall  of 
Atlanta.  After  this  he  was  in  the  battle  of  Jones- 
boro, and  was  then  ordered  to  Vicksburg,  Miss., 
where  he  engaged  in  the  battle  of  Baker's  Creek. 
He  also  took  part  in  the  engagements  at  Murfrees- 
boro and  Franklin,  Tenn.,  and  the  battle  of  James- 
town, N.  C.,  where  the  notice  of  surrender  was  re- 
ceived. After  the  war  Mr.  Hamilton  came  to  West 
Tennessee,  and  worked  at  brick-making  for  one 
year.  In  1868  he  was  married  to  Miss  Sarah  A. 
Bain,  a native  of  Alabama,  aud  the  daughter  of 
John  and  Nancy  Bain,  who  were  natives  of  Law- 
rence County,  Ala.,  where  they  passed  their  last 
days.  After  his  marriage  Mr.  Hamilton  farmed  in 
Alabama  for  eight  years,  and  then  moved  to  Lamar 
County,  Tex.,  where  he  made  his  home  for  three 
years.  From  there  he  moved  to  Pike  County, 
Ark.  (1879),  settled  on  160  acres  of  land,  and  has 
thirty  acres  under  cultivation,  which  yields  an 
average  of  one-half  bale  of  cotton  or  twenty-five 
buShels  of  corn  to  the  acre.  Mr.  Hamilton  is  a 
Democrat,  but  is  not  very  active  in  political  mat- 
ters. He  is  a Mason,  having  joined  that  lodge  at 
Burnsville,  Miss.,  in  1866.  but  at  present  he  holds 
membership  in  Pike  Lodge  No.  91.  He  is  also  a 
member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  South, 
which  he  joined  in  Alabama.  His  wife  and  all  the 
family  hold  membership  in  the  same  church.  To 
the  marriage  of  Mr.  Hamilton  were  born  six  chil- 
dren, three  now  living:  Lenora,  Nancy  E.  and 
Fannie  L.  Lenora  was  married  in  1887  to  Mr. 
Robert  Willet,  who  is  a farmer  residing  in  this 
county.  The  other  two  children  are  at  home. 

Jonathan  G.  Hankins  is  a native  of  Alabama, 
born  in  Lafayette  County,  June  19,  1844.  His 
father,  Richard  Hankins,  a farmer  by  occupation, 
was  a native  of  Tennessee,  born  in  1802.  aud  mar- 
ried Miss  Sarah  Dunken,  a native  of  Kentucky, 
born  in  1816,  and  by  her  was  the  father  of  eleven 
children,  namely:  Polly  A.,  Rut  ha,  Debbie  E. 

(deceased),  John  S.  (deceased),  Martha  J.,  Re- 
becca (deceased),  Susan  (deceased),  James  B.  and 
Rollie  T.  Mr.  Hankins,  Sr.,  took  an  active  in- 
terest in  politics,  serving  as  sheriff  of  Lafayette 
County,  Ala.,  for  over  eight  years.  He  volunteered 
to  serve  in  the  war  of  1836.  Both  he  and  his  wife 
were  members  of  the  Primitive  Baptist  Church,  and 
took  a deep  interest  in  religious  and  educational 
matters,  as  well  as  in  all  public  enterprises.  He 
died  in  1880,  at  the  advanced  age  of  seventy-eight 
years.  His  widow  still  resides  on  the  old  home 
place,  aged  seventy-four  years.  The  immediate 
subject  of  this  sketch  was  reared  in  Alabama,  re- 
ceiving his  education  at  the  private  schools,  and 
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in  1802  be  entered  the  Confederate  army  under 
Gen.  Grocv,  in  Company  I.  Forty-third  Alabama 
Regiment,  and  participated  in  some  of  the  hard 
fought  battles  of  that  war.  among  the  principal  of 
which  were  Chickamauga,  Bristol.  Ya. . Richmond, 
Petersburg.  At  the  surrender  he  was  in  Virginia, 
and  immediately  after  that  he  returned  to  his  borne 
and  engaged  in  farming  eighty  acres  of  land.  J uly 
13,  1805,  he  married  Mrs.  Frances  (Gilmer)  Her- 
rington, a native  of  Georgia,  who  was  born  in  1830, 
a daughter  of  Archie  and  Peggie  Gilmer,  and  by 
her  has  six  children:  Blendinio  P.,  Dora  L.  (de- 
ceased), Alice  E. , Oscar  L. , Alonzo  and  David  M. 
Mr.  Hankins  is  still  engaged  in  tilling  the  soil, 
owning  120  acres  of  good  land,  with  50  acres  under 
cultivation.  He  is  a stanch  Democrat  and  takes 
an  active  interest  in  the  politics  of  his  county. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hankins  are  both  members  of  the 
Baptist  Church.  Mr.  Hankins  takes  an  active 
part  in  everything  for  the  building  up  of  his  com- 
munity. 

Abner  N.  Henderson.  Missouri  Township, 
Brockton  post-office.  Pike  County.  This  promi- 
nent planter  was  born  in  Morgan  County.  Ala., 
May  4,  1838,  a son  of  Abner  and  Lexica  (Alford) 
Henderson,  natives  of  North  Carolina  and  Ala- 
bama, respectively.  His  parents  had  a family  of 
six  children — four  boys  and  two  girls — viz. : John 
W. (married  Miss  Elizabeth  Covington ), 'William  P. 
(married  Miss  Caroline  Bur  kit),  Abner  N.  (the  sub- 
ject of  this  sketch),  Martha  A.  (deceased).  Lewis 
M .(married  Victoria  Erlum),  Andrew  J. (deceased), 
and  Mary  A.  (deceased).  The  father  was  a 
farmer  and  millwright  by  occupation,  and  at  his 
death  owned  320  acres  of  land.  He  emigrated 
from  Alabama  to  Arkansas,  in  December.  1844, 
locating  in  Pike  County,  and  was  prominently 
identified  with  the  interests  of  this  county  until 
his  death,  which  occurred  in  1865:  his  widow  follow- 
ed him  in  1881.  He  and  wife  were  both  members  of 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  South.  The 
subject  of  this  sketch  w'as  reared  in  Arkansas,  and 
received  such  an  education  as  the  schools  of  that 
time  afforded.  After  attaining  his  majority  he 
engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits.  December  31, 
1857,  he  married  Miss  Matilda  Davis,  a native  of 
Tennessee  (born  August  19,  1837),  by  whom  he 
has  a family  of  nine  children,  viz. : John  M. 
(deceased),  Emeriah  D.  (deceased),  Abner  L. 
(married  Catherine  Deal),  Lucy  A.  and  Rich- 
ard F.  (twins,  married  David  M.  Watson  and 
Elizabeth  Allen),  Alcie  A.  (married  Robert  O.  Pat- 
terson), Flora  A.,  Samuel,  J.  T. , and  Rosa  L-. 
(deceased).  Mr.  Henderson  now  owns  a well- 
stocked  farm  of  240  acres  of  land,  with  ninety  acres 


under  cultivation.  He  served  in  the  Confederate 
army  in  the  late  war,  enlisting  July  18,  1862. 
under  Gen.  Churchill,  and  participated  in  many  of 
the  principal  battles  of  that  war.  He  was  capt- 
ured at  Arkansas  Post,  and  carried  to  Chicago, 
where  he  remained  for  four  months.  He  was 
exchanged  at  City  Point,  Va. , then  went  to  Ten- 
nessee, and  joined  the  Tennessee  army,  and  fell 
back  with  the  army  into  Georgia,  being  detailed 
as  cook,  at  the  time  of  the  Chickamauga  battle. 
Again  he  was  with  the  army,  participated  in  the 
battles  of  Missionary  Ridge,  Resaca,  Ga.,  and  at 
Atlanta,  was  again  captured  at  Jonesboro.  Ga., 
and  was  carried  to  Nashville  Tenn. , being  just  one 
month  away  from  his  command.  After  his  ex- 
change he  went  with  the  command  on  the  raid  into 
Tennessee;  one  month  after  he  was  a prisoner  at 
Nashville.  He  was  with  his  command  in  the 
battle  of  Nashville,  and  fell  back  with  the  army, 
and  crossed  the  Tennessee  River  on  Christmas  day, 
1864,  the  army  falling  back  to  Corinth,  Miss. 
There  he  obtained  a furlough  and  returned  home, 
where  he  found  nothing  but  his  wife  and  one  child. 
He  soon  resumed  farming.  Both  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Henderson  are  members  of  the  Methodist  Episco- 
pal Church,  South,  in  which  he  serves  as  class- 
leader.  Mr.  Henderson  has  served  as  justice  of 
the  peace  for  eleven  years,  and  as  postmaster,  at 
Brockton,  for  twenty  four  years.  He  is  a good 
citizen,  and  is  highly  esteemed  by  all  who  know 
him. 

John  T.  Hipp  was  born  in  Laurens  District. 
S.C.,  January  17,  1843.  His  father,  Samuel  Hipp. 
and  his  mother,  Meeky  East,  were  both  natives  of 
South  Carolina.  The  former  died  in  1845.  He 
was  a mechanic  by  trade.  The  mother  with  her 
five  little  children'  remained  there  until  1857, 
when  she  moved  to  Pike  County,  Ark.,  remaining 
in  this  locality  until  the  war.  W.  A.,  the  oldest, 
then  enlisted  in  the  Sixteenth  Arkansas  Volunteers, 
under  Gen.  Price,  and  was  in  the  battles  at  Corinth 
and  Port  Hudson,  where  he  was  captured;  he  served 
until  the  surrender  on  this  side  of  the  Missis- 
sippi River.  He  married  a Miss  Covington  in  1867. 
and  died  in  1882.  James  P. married  a Miss  Couch, 
in  1861.  He  enlisted  in  the  Nineteenth  Arkansas 
Volunteers,  in  January,  1862,  and  was  captured 
at  Arkansas  Post,  January  11,  1863,  being  car- 
ried to  Camp  Douglas.  111. ; he  was  exchanged  at 
City  Point  Va.,  and  died  at  Petersburg,  in  June. 
1863.  Mary  E.  married  Josepih  Baird,  in  1864. 
She  is  still  living.  John  T.  enlisted  in  Nineteenth 
Arkansas  Volunteers,  at  the  age  of  nineteen.-  was 
wounded  and  captured  at  Arkansas  Post.  January 
11,  1863,  and  carried  to  St.  Louis,  Mo.  He  was 
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exchanged  at  City  Point,  Ya. , in  June,  1863,  and  was 
in  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee  the  rest  of  the  war. 
He  took  part  in  the  battles  of  Chickamauga,  Mis- 
sionary Ridge.  Resaca.  New  Hope,  Kenesaw  Mount- 
ain, Atlanta,  Jonesboro.  Franklin  and  Nashville, 
having  been  in  Pat  Cleburne’s  division,  of  Hardee’s 
corps.  Returning  to  Arkansas  after  the  war,  Mr. 
Hipp  was  married.  November  25,  1800,  to  Miss 
Lucinda  F.  Dickson,  a native  of  this  county,  and  a 
daughter  of  Samuel  and  Elizabeth  Dickson.  They 
have  four  children:  The  eldest  was  born  September 
5,  1870,  and  died  August  13,  1880.  James  Olin 
(was  born  April  20. 1872,  and  died  October  5,  1882), 
Fannie  E.  (was  born  August  25,  1880,  and  died 
October  17,  1881).  John  Noel  (was  born  November 
25.  1885).  Mrs.  Hipp  is  a member  of  the  Method- 
ist Episcopal  Church.  South.  Mr.  Hipp  is  a farm- 
er, aud  owns  his  farm  free  from  all  indebtedness. 
He  has  never  bought  a bushel  of  corn,  nor  a pound 
of  meat  since  his  marriage,  always  having  sold 
more  or  less  every  year.  He  is  a Democrat,  and 
believes  in  an  honest  and  a free  government.  His 
youngest  brother,  Samuel  F.,  first  married  Miss 
Sebell  French:  she  died,  and  he  then  married  Miss 
Nancy  Davis.  They  are  living  in  this  county. 
Mr.  Hipp's  mother  died  in  January,  1873.  She 
was  a Christian  of  the  purest  type,  and  belonged 
to  the  Methodist  Church,  South. 

F.  P.  Hughes,  farmer.  Murfreesboro,  Ark. 
Mr.  Hughes  is  recognized  as  a careful,  energetic 
agriculturist  of  this  community,  and  by  his  ad- 
vanced ideas  and  progressive  habits  has  done  not 
a little  for  the  farming  elements  hereabouts.  He 
owes  his  nativity  to  Georgia,  where  his  birth  oc- 
curred in  1852.  and  was  the  younger  of  two  chil- 
dren born  to  Matthew  and  Catherine  (Hughes) 
Hughes,  the  parents  natives  ofESorth  Carolina  and 
Georgia,  respectively.  The  father  was  a success- 
ful tiller  of  the  soil,  and  this  occupation  followed 
all  his  life.  F.  P.  Hughes  was  reared  on  the  farm, 
attending  the  common  schools  until  the  age  of 
eighteen,  when  he  engaged  in  farming.  In  1877 
he  came  to  Arkansas,  settled  in  Howard  County, 
where  he  remained  one  year,  and  then  came  into 
Pike  County,  where  he  homesteaded  a farm  of  160 
acres,  live  miles  northeast  of  town.  On  this  place 
he  has  cleared  forty  acres,  and  has  erected  good 
buildings,  outhouses,  etc.  He  has  a good  orchard 
and  a choice  selection  of  fruit.  Mr.  Hughes  was 
married,  in  1873,  to  Miss  Louisa  M illie,  a native  of 
Georgia.  To  the  union  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hughes 
were  born  tive  children,  all  living:  Curtis  Floyd, 
Ira  Rispah.  Lula  Delana.  Jesse  Pierce  and  Bula 
Octavia.  Mr.  Hughes  is  a self-made  man,  and  his  1 
education  is  the  result  principally  of  observation  ! 


and  private  study.  He  takes  an  active  interest  in 
all  matters  of  public  improvement,  especially  in  the 
way  of  schools  and  churches,  and  is  also  active  in 
politics,  voting  with  the  Democratic  party.  At 
the  time  of  our  subject’s  settlement  on  his  present 
tine  farm,  all  was  a wilderness;  his  nearest  neigh- 
bor was  a mile  and  a half  away,  and  the  country 
was  far  from  being  in  the  prosperous  condition  it 
is  to  day.  Now  the  whole  vicinity  is  thickly  set- 
tled, a school  near  home  has  an  attendance  of  forty 
pupils,  and  a cotton-gin  one  mile  away  ground 
175  bales  of  cotton.  They  have  three  churches 
which  have  been  erected  since  1879,  and  all  within 
three  miles  of  Mr.  Hughes.  The  community  is 
composed  of  thrifty  and  industrious  citizens,  and 
Mr.  Hughes  is  among  the  foremost. 

John  S.  Kelly,  a merchant  and  planter  of 
Murfreesboro,  is  a native  of  Pike  County,  born 
January  8,  1849.  His  grandfather,  Elijah  Kelly, 
was  engaged  in  farming  and  preaching  the  word 
of  God  for  sixty  years.  He  emigrated  from  Ten- 
nessee to  Illinois,  and  in  1815  moved  to  Arkansas, 
locating  in  Pike,  where  he  resumed  farming.  He 
was  among  the  first  men  who  represented  this 
county  in  the  State  Legislature.  He  served  as 
county  judge  for  a number  of  years,  and  died  in 
18S4.  Both  he  and  wife  were  members  of  the 
Christian  Church,  and  Mr.  Kelly  organized  the 
first  church  (Christian)  in  Pike  County.  His  son, 
the  father  of  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  was 
born  in  Pike  County,  in  1827,  and  married 
Miss  Priscilla  Dickson,  in  1847.  To  this  union 
there  were  born  nine  children — six  boys  and  three 
girls.  He  was  a planter  by  occupation,  in  which 
vocation  he  continued  until  his  death,  in  1883: 
his  wife  is  still  residing  on  the  old  home  place. 
Mr.  Kelly,  Sr.,  was  a member  of  the  Masonic 
fraternity,  Pike  Lodge  No.  91.  Both  he  and 
wife  were  earnest  members  of  the  Christain 
Church.  The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  reared 
and  educated  in  Pike  County,  where  he  attended 
the  private  schools,  and  at  the  age  of  twenty- 
eight  started  in  life  as  a planter.  In  1SS5  he 
commenced  merchandising  with  a capital  of  -8600. 
and  now  has  a capital  of  S5, 000  invested.  In  1^78 
he  married  Miss  Amanda  Davis,  a native  of  Ten- 
nessee. Both  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Kelly  are  worthy 
members  of  the  Christian  Church,  and  take  a 
deep  interest  in  religious  matters. 

Warren  F.  Kelly,  planter,  Murfreesboro.  Ark. 
This  well-known  and  esteemed  agriculturist  of 
Thompson  Township  was  born  in  this  county,  in 
1858,  and  was  the  fourth  in  a family  of  seven 
children  born  to  Elijah  and  Priscilla  (Dickson) 
Kelly,  natives  of  Arkansas,  and  both  born  within  a 
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few  miles  of  Murfreesboro.  The  paternal  grand- 
father, Elijah  Kelly,  was  a native  of  Tennessee, 
and  came  to  Arkansas  in  1815,  settling  in  what  is 
now  Pike  County,  and  was  one  of  the  earliest  pio- 
neers of  this  section.  He  was  one  of  the  commis- 
sioners to  select  the  county  seat  of  the  county  on 
its  organization,  and  was  one  of  the  leading  citizens 
of  the  county  in  his  day.  He  was  one  of  the  early 
representatives  to  the  General  Assembly  from  this 
county,  and  tilled  that  honorary  position  at  a time 
when  there  was  but  one  house  in  Little  Rock.  He 
was  county  judge,  was  a preacher  in  the  Christian 
Church,  and  he  and  his  brother  William  organized 
the  first  church  in  Murfreesboro.  He  died  in  1884. 
The  father  of  our  subject.  Elijah  Kelly,  remained 
at  home  until  his  majority,  married  here,  and 
bought  a farm  of  320  acres,  three  miles  southwest 
of  Murfreesboro,  and  cleared  nearly  100  acres  him- 
self. His  death  occurred  in  18S3.  The  mother  is 
still  living  on  the  old  homestead,  w'hich  is  being 
rapidly  improved  by  the  boys,  and  now  has  150 
acres  under  cultivation,  and  being  principally  bot- 
tom land,  is  one  of  the  best  farms  in  the  countv. 
W arren  F.  Kelly  remained  under  the  paternal  roof 
until  his  majority,  and  was  married  in  1886  to 
Miss  Cordelia  Mobley,  a native  of  this  county,  and 
the  daughter  of  William  Mobley,  one  of  Pike 
County's  early  settlers.  After  the  father’s  death. 
Warren  F.  remained  at  home  and  assisted  the 
mother  in  the  management  of  the  farm  until  1887, 
when  he  moved  on  his  present  farm  one-half  mile 
north  of  town,  and  consisting  of  160  acres,  nearly 
all  bottom  land.  He  has  40  acres  under  cultivation, 
and  has  cleared  25  acres  more,  on  which  he  expects 
to  raise  a crop  this  year.  He  has  an  interest  with 
his  brothers  in  a mercantile  establishment  in  Mur- 
freesboro. He  is  an  earnest  supporter  of  good 
schools  and  in  all  public  improvements,  and  is  a 
good  business  man  as  well  as  farmer.  The  family 
are  members  of  the  Christian  Church.  By  his  mar- 
riage Mr.  Kelly  became  the  father  of  one  child,  a 
| girl,  Rosa  May. 

William  M.  Kizzia,  county  treasurer,  Murfrees- 
boro, Ark.  Were  one  to  ask  the  leading  char- 
acteristics of  Mr.  Kizzia  as  a man,  the  answer 
would  come  almost  involuntarily  that  he  is  a safe, 
cautious  person,  unpretending,  but  well  informed, 
universally  esteemed  and  of  unswerving  integrity 
- — a man  who  has  been  tried,  but  not  found  want- 
ing, and  one  capable  of  discharging  his  official  and 
private  duties  with  competency.  He  was  born  in 
Pike  County,  Ark.,  in  1858,  and  is  the  eldest  of 
nine  children  born  to  the  union  of  Nathan  and  Isa- 
bella (Gould)  Kizzia,  and  natives  of  Arkansas. 
Nathan  Kizzia  came  to  Arkansas  with  his  parents 


when  a small  boy,  and  has  followed  agricultural 
pursuits  all  his  life.  He  still  resides  in  this  countv. 
and  is  an  active  member  of  the  Methodist  Episco- 
pal Church.  William  M.  Kizzia  passed  his  youth- 
ful days  on  the  farm,  attending  the  common  schools, 
and  at  the  age  of  twenty-one  years  commenced 
farming  for  himself.  In  1876  he  entered  160 
acres  of  land  three  miles  east  of  Murfreesboro,  and 
on  this  he  has  cleared  about  forty  acres.  He  has  a 
tine  farm,  good  buildings  and  has  plenty  of  timber. 
His  marriage  to  Miss  Amanda  E.  Burkett,  a native 
also  of  Pike  County,  Ark.,  and  the  daughter  of 
David  Burkett,  an  old  settler  here,  who  died  dur- 
ing the  war,  took  place  in  1877,  and  four  children 
are  the  result  of  this  union:  Nancy  I.,  Dyer  Mar- 
tin, Emmett  Edgar,  and  Joseph  Osgood  (who  died 
in  infancy.)  Mr.  Kizzia  has  always  taken  an  active 
interest  in  politics,  served  two  terms  as  justice  of 
the  peace,  and  in  1886  was  elected  treasurer  of 
Pike  County,  being  re-elected  in  1888.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  Masonic  fraternity,  Pike  Lodge  No. 
91,  and  the  family  are  members  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church. 

Frank  Lee,  merchant  and  farmer,  New  Hope. 
Ark.  The  sixth  of  nine  children  in  the  family  of 
his  parents,  Mathias  and  Sarah  (Luckett)  Lee.  the 
subject  of  this  sketch  wras  born  in  Maury  County. 
Tenn. , on  July  22,  1821.  His  father  was  a native 
of  Rutherford  County,  N.  C. , and  was  a private  in 
the  War  of  1812.  He  was  a Democrat  in  politics, 
and  served  for  a number  of  years  as  magistrate. 
He  was  also  very  active  in  church  matters,  and  he 
and  wife  were  members  of  the  Primitive  Baptist 
Church.  The  father  died  in  November.  1860,  at 
the  age  of  seventy-four  years,  and  the  mother,  who 
was  a native  of  Kentucky,  died  in  1853.  when  sixty- 
seven  years  of  age.  Frank  Lee  was  educated  in 
the  country  schools  of  Alabama,  and  when  nine- 
teen vears  of  age  started  out  to  tight  life's  battles 
for  himself.  He  first  worked  on  a flatboat,  and 
also  carried  on  farming  for  about  thirty  years. 
When  about  nineteen  years  of  age  he  was  elected 
constable  in  St.  Clair  County,  Ala,  and  served  in 
that  capacity  for  two  years.  He  was  then  elected 
magistrate,  which  position  he  tilled  for  twenty 
years,  and  during  that  time  held  the  office  of 
deputy  sheriff  for  eight  years.  In  1862  he  en- 
listed as  lieutenant  in  the  Confederate  army.  Com- 
pany D,  Thirtieth  Alabama  Regiment.  He  was  for 
sometime  during  the  war  encaged  in  boating  coal 
from  the  Kidd  A Co.  coal  pits  to  the  Selma  Gun 
Foundry.  He  was  in  several  skirmishes,  but  in 
no  active  engagements.  After  the  war  he  returned 
to  his  home  in  St.  Clair  County,  Ala.,  where  he 
i continued  his  former  occupation  until  his  removal 
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to  Arkansas  in  1873.  He  came  to  Howard  County, 
resided  there  for  seven  years,  and  in  1880  moved 
to  New  Hope,  where  he  now  resides  engaged  in 
mercantile  pursuits.  He  does  an  annual  business 
of  about  §3,000,  and  in  connection  with  this  car- 
ries on  agricultural  pursuits,  being  the  owner  of  a 
nice  farm  in  this  county.  Mr.  Lee  has  been  three 
times  married;  first,  to  Miss  Margaret  Walker,  a 
native  of  Alabama,  and  the  daughter  of  Charley 
and  Kate  Walker,  of  Morgan  County,  Ala.  To 
the  first  union  of  our  subject  were  born  four  chil- 
dren, two  now  living:  William  C.  and  Dallas.  The 
former  is  in  the  lumber  business  in  Ouachita 
County,  and  the  latter  is  married  to  Thomas  Will- 
iamson, who  is  a mechanic  in  Clark  County:  Mrs. 

Lee  died  in  1846,  and  Mr.  Lee  took  for  his  second 
wife,  Miss  Elizabeth  Smith,  in  1847.  Eight  chil- 
dren were  born  to  this  marriage:  Margaret,  Felix 
B.,  Jane,  Jerry  C.,  James  O.,  Josephine,  Franklin 
P.,  and  Douglas,  who  died  in  infancy.  The  second 
Mrs.  Lee  died  in  1860,  and  three  years  later  Mr. 
Lee  married  Mrs.  Margaret  (Stracener)  Smith, 
who  was  born  in  Alabama,  and  who  is  the  daughter 
of  Jefferson  and  Phoebe  (Fletcher)  Stracener. 
Four  children  are  the  result  of  this  union:  Alex. 
B. , Sallie  S.,  Jeffylona,  and  Mack  W.  Sallie  mar- 
ried E.  L.  Tatum,  a farmer  and  merchant  of  this 
county.  Mr.  Lee  is  a member  of  the  Masonic 
fraternity,  having  joined  Croppill  Lodge  No.  247, 
in  St.  Clair  County,  Ala.,  in  1863,  and  he  and 
wife  are  members  of  the  Baptist  Church.  He  is 
a Republican  in  politics,  and  a liberal  supporter  of 
all  laudable  enterprises.  He  has  one  hundred 
grandchildren,  and  fifteen  great-grandchildren. 
His  daughter  Josephine  is  the  mother  of  thirteen, 
aud  Margaret  is  the  mother  of  fourteen  children. 

Tim  M.  McBrayer,  farmer.  Murfreesboro,  Ark. 
Mr.  McBrayer  is  a practical,  go-ahead  farmer, 
and  fully  appreciates  the  comforts  of  a competence 
gained  by  individual  labor.  His  birth  occurred  in 
| North  Carolina,  in  1852.  and  he  was  early  ini- 
tiated into  the  duties  of  farm  life,  receiving  his 
education  in  the  common  schools  until  fifteen 
years  of  age.  He  then,  in  company  with  his  elder 
brother,  E.  W. , came  to  Arkansas  and  settled 
in  Clark  County,  where  they  bought  a farm. 
There  our  subject  made  his  home  until  1S73,  when 
he  went  to  work  for  himself,  and  the  following 
year  was  married  to  Miss  Mary  Wilkinson,  a 
native  of  Georgia.  In  1877  Mr.  McBrayer  came 
to  Pike  County,  purchased  a farm,  and  in  January, 
i 18S8,  moved  with  his  family  to  this  county.  His 
j farm  is  located  three  miles  southeast  of  town,  aiul 
| consists  of  300  acres  in  the  river  bottom;  and  he 
| has  sixty-five  acres  under  cultivation,  all  of  which 


he  cleared  himself.  He  has  good  buildings,  and 
is  constantly  engaged  in  opening  new  land.  His 
principal  crops  are  corn  and  cotton.  Mrs.  Mc- 
Brayer is  a member  of  the  Baptist  Church,  and  he 
is  much  interested  iu  educational  matters,  filling 
the  position  of  school  director  at  the  present  time. 
He  is  active  in  politics,  and  his  vote  is  cast  with 
the  Democratic  party.  He  is  always  to  be  found 
at  the  front  in  matters  of  public  improvement,  and 
is  satisfied  to  make  his  home  in  Arkansas.  To 
his  marriage  were  born  six  children:  James,  Will- 
iam, Flavey,  Florence,  Beulah  (who  died  in  in- 
fancy), and  Nash  (died  at  the  age  of  two  years). 
Mr.  McBrayer  is  one  of  the  most  successful  farm- 
ers of  the  county,  and  has  made  the  principal 
part  of  his  property  by  individual  labor.  A part 
of  his  fine  farm  is  covered  with  timber.  Mr.  Mc- 
Brayer is  the  youngest  of  five  children  born  to 
Tilmon  and  Almeda  (Bridges)  McBrayer,  natives 
of  North  Carolina,  where  the  father  followed 
farming  until  his  death.  The  mother  died  in 
I 1859. 

Judge  W.  N.  McClure,  Murfreesboro,  Ark. 
Not  without  justice.  Judge  W.  N.  McClure  is  con- 
ceded to  hold  a representative  position  among  the 
prominent  and  successful  men  of  Pike  County,  for 
he  has  rendered  valuable  service  in  many  different 
capacities,  some  of  which  are  referred  to  in  the 
present  sketch.  On  November  1,  1842,  he  was 
born  in  Lincoln  County,  Tenn.,  and  was  the  elder 
of  two  children,  the  result  of  the  union  of  Thomas 
W.  and  Mary  M.  (Dickson)  McClure,  natives  of 
Tennessee.  The  parents  moved  to  Arkansas  in 
1849,  settled  iu  Pike  County,  and  there  they  still 
reside.  The  father  is  not  active  in  politics,  but  he 
and  wife  are  worthyr  and  much  respected  members 
of  the  Methodist  Protestant  Church.  Judge  W. 
N.  McClure  attained  his  growth  in  this  county,  and 
received  a limited  English  education  in  the  com- 
mon country  schools.  At  the  age  of  twenty- four 
he  started  out  for  himself  as  a farmer,  and  this  he 
has  continued  to  follow'.  He  is  the  ow'ner  of  315 
acres  of  land,  with  seventy  acres  under  cultivation, 
and  this  y'ields  on  an  average  thirty-five  bushels  of 
corn,  or  one-half  bale  of  cotton  to  the  acre.  Judge 
McClure  enlisted  in  the  Confederate  army  in  1861, 
as  second  sergeant  in  Company'  C,  Nineteenth  Ar- 
kansas Regiment,  and  served  in  this  until  18<>4. 
He  was  engaged  in  the  battle  of  Arkansas  Post, 
and  was  taken  prisoner  by  Gen.  McClernand.  After 
being  retained  for  three  months,  he  was  exchanged 
and  was  consolidated  with  the  Twenty-fourth  Ar- 
kansas, in  which  regiment  he  continued  until  after 
the  battles  of  Ghickamauga  and  Missionary  Ridge. 
He  was  then  united  with  the  Eighth  Arkansas,  aud 
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| pine  Mountain.  Kenesaw  Mountain,  Atlanta,  Ga. , 
Jonesboro,  and  was  also  in  numerous  skirmishes. 
He  was  twice  slightly  wounded,  and  after  the  war 
he  returned  to  his  home,  where  he  engaged  in  his 
former  occupation.  He  has  been  twice  married; 
first,  on  July  12,  1800,  to  Miss  E.  J.  Hale,  a na- 
tive of  Tennessee,  though  principally  reared  in 
Arkansas,  and  the  daughter  of  William  C.  and 
Luev  A.  (Parker)  Hale,  who  resided  for  some  time 
in  Tennessee,  but  finally  moved  to  Arkansas.  To 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  McClure  were  born  six  sons,  all  of 
whom  are  living:  Thomas  W.,  James  R. , John  W. , 
Henry  B.,  Robert  O.  and  Philip  L.  Thomas  W. 
was  married  in  December,  1886.  to  Miss  Nancy  A. 
Crawford,  a native  of  North  Carolina.  James  R. 
is  at  present  attending  the  Nazereth  University  at 
Corinth,  Ark.  John  W.  is  attending  school  at 
Murfreesboro.  Mrs.  McClure  died  on  January 
28,  1S77,  and  in  September.  1881.  Judge  McClure 
took  for  his  second  wife  Miss  Marv  E.  Strawn,  a 
native  of  Pike  County,  Ark.,  and  the  daughter  of 
Thomas  J.  and  Sarah  A.  (White)  Strawn.  To  this 
union  were  born  two  children:  Samuel  W.  (who 
died  in  18S7)  and  Randall  D.  In  politics  Judge 
McClure  is  a Republican,  and  takes  a deep  inter- 
est in  political  affairs.  He  was  appointed  justice  of 
the  peace  in  1867,  served  four  years,  and  was  then 
elected  to  the  same  position  and  served  four  years 
more.  He  was  then  elected  to  the  assessor's  office, 
served  two  years,  and  in  1880  was  elected  sheriff 
of  Pike  County,  which  position  he  tilled  in  a cred- 
itable and  satisfactory  manner  for  six  years.  While 
serving  in  that  capacity  he  made  quite  a number 
of  arrests,  among  the  most  important  of  which 
was  the  arrest  of  C.  W.  Wynn,  in  1883,  who  wTas 
wanted  in  Texas  for  murder.  He  also  made  the 
arrest  of  one  McDaniel,  who  was  wanted  in  Louis- 
iana for  the  same  offense.  While  filling  this  po- 
sition he  had  some  noted  criminals  in  his  jail,  which 
was  twice  burned  during  his  administration,  and 
two  men  (criminals)  lost  their  lives  in  the  conflagra- 
tion. In  1888  Mr.  McClure  was  elected  county 
judge,  and  this  position  he  holds  at  the  present 
time.  He  is  a member  of  the  Masonic  fraternity, 
having  joined  Pike  Lodge  No.  91,  in  1881,  and  is 
at  present  junior  warden.  He  also  belongs  to  the 
Laborer’s  Union.  He  and  wife  are  members  of 
the  Hope  Hill  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  He  is  a 
liberal  supporter  of  all  laudable  public  enterprises, 
and  is  held  in  high  esteem  by  all  who  know  him. 

Millard  M.  Mauney,  farmer.  Murfreesboro,  Ark. 
This  prominent  and  wide-awake  agriculturist  is  a 
native-born  resident  of  Pike  County,  Ark.,  his  birth 


dren  born  to  Dr.  George  R.  and  Sarah  Ann  (White) 
Mauney,  the  father  a native  of  North  Carolina,  and 
the  mother  of  Arkansas.  The  father  studied  med- 
icine and  came  to  Arkansas,  settling  in  Pike  County 
in  about  1850,  where  he  began  the  practice  of  his 
profession.  At  that  time  there  were  no  physicians 
here  but  Dr.  Conway  and  himself,  and  as  a conse- 
quence his  practice  extended  over  a large  territory. 
He  became  one  of  the  best  known  physicians  of  the 
county,  and  remained  here  until  his  death  in  1880. 
He  was  a member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  and  stood  high  in  the  Masonic  fraternity. 
The  mother,  died  in  1855,  and  the  father  married 
the  second  time,  becoming  by  this  union  the  father 
of  one  child,  George  R. . who  died  in  1889.  W.  J. 
White, uncle  of  Millard  Mauney,  wTas  born  in  Tennes- 
see in  1825.  He  came  to  Arkansas  with  his  parents 
when  a child,  and  after  attaining  his  majority,  en- 
cased (ri  farming,  in  which  he  was  verv  successful. 
He  was  an  advanced  member  of  the  Masonic  fra- 
ternity, and  held  many  positions  of  trust  among  his 
people.  Mr.  White  was  one  of  the  most  prominent 
characters  connected  with  the  growth  of  Pike 
County.  He  died  in  1884.  at  the  age  of  fifty- nine, 
unmarried.  Millard  M.  Mauney  was  reared  on  the 
farm  and  in  the  town,  and  attended  the  common 
schools  of  the  locality,  until  the  age  of  twenty-one 
vears,  when  he  engaged  in  farming  for  himself  on 
a small  farm  he  had  inherited.  He  was  married 
in  1875  to  Miss  Bettie  L.  Owens,  a daughter  of 
John  L.  Owens,  and  the  fruits  of  this  union  have 
been  seven  children,  five  living:  Occo.  Walter  J., 
Alice  R.,  Maud  Mesilla,  Henry  Jeff  Owens.  Mabel 
(died  in  infancy),  and  one  died  unnamed.  Mr.  Mau- 
ney is  conscientious  in  his  political  views,  and  votes 
with  the  Democratic  party.  He  takes  a decided 
interest  in  educational  matters,  and  is  director  in 
his  district.  He  is  one  of  the  public-spirited  men 
of  Pike  Conuty. 

A.  D.  Meeks,  one  of  the  leading  merchants  and 
planters  of  Pike  County,  Wolf  Creek  Township, 
Antoine  P.  O..  was  born  in  Independence  County, 
Ark.,  October  21,  1831.  His  parents,  Thomas  and 
Mary  (Dodd)  Meeks,  vvere  natives  of  Tennessee, 
the  former  born  March  6.  1804.  They  were  mar- 
ried in  1828.  and  had  a family  of  three  children: 
William,  Abner  D.,  and  Ellen  (deceased.)  His 
wife  died  in  1833,  and  Mr.  Meeks  married  Miss 
Pollie  Goalden.  a native  of  Arkansas,  who  bore 
him  ten  children,  six  of  whom  are  still  living,  viz.  : 
Elizabeth.  Louisa.  Margaret.  Marion,  McDonel 
and  Zachariah.  The  other  four  died  in  infancy. 
Mrs.  Meeks  died  in  I860,  and  afterward  Mr.  Meeks 
married  Martha  Berison.  and  by  her  has  one  child, 
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emigrated  from  Tennessee  to  Missouri  and  thence 
to  Arkansas,  at  a very  early  day.  Both  he  and 
wife  are  members  of  the  Baptist  Church.  South. 
The  immediate  subject  of  this  sketch  received  his 
education  at  the  common  country  schools.  Sep- 
tember 28,  1855,  he  married  Miss  Baneta  Hardin, 
a native  of  Arkansas,  who  bore  him  one  child,  now 
dead,  and  died  October  25,  1856.  September  IS, 
1859,  Mr.  Meeks  was  again  married,  to  Tennessee 
Long,  also  a native  of  Arkansas,  by  whom  he  has 
had  six  children,  but  two  of  whom  are  living,  viz.  : 
William  I.  (deceased I,  Buddie  (deceased).  Irine  I. 
(deceased),  Mary  E.  (deceased),  Luke  Polin  Meeks 
and  Mittie  I.  Mr.  Meeks  is  a farmer  by  occupation, 
owning  sixty  acres,  all  of  which  is  under  an  excel- 
lent state  of  cultivation.  He  is  a Mason,  belonging 
to  Rob  Morris  Lodge  No.  1 26.  He  was  engaged  in 
the  mercantile  business  at  Murfreesboro  for  four- 
teen years.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Meeks  are  both  members 
of  the  Christian  Church. 

John  D.  Meeks,  farmer,  Murfreesboro,  Ark. 
John  D.  Meeks,  one  of  the  most  highly  respected 
and  deservedly  popular  citizens  in  Thompson 
Township,  was  born  March  8,  1828,  in  Independ- 
ence County,  Ark.,  and  is  the  second  of  hve  chil- 
dren born  to  John  and  Elizabeth  Meeks,  natives, 
respectively,  of  Missouri  and  Illinois.  The  parents 
moved  to  Independence  County,  Ark.,  after  their 
marriage,  and  there  resided  until  the  death  of  the 
mother.  The  father  then  moved  to  Clark  County, 
Ark.,  where  he  resided  until  his  death,  at  the  age 
of  seventy- eight  years.  He  was  an  old  line  Whig 
in  politics.  John  D.  Meeks  was  reared  principally 
in  Independence  County,  Ark.,  and  on  account  of 
the  scarcity  of  schools  he  received  but  a limited 
education.  At  the  age  of  eighteen  vears  he  began 
for  himself  as  a farmer,  and  this  has  since  been  his 
occupation.  He  at  present  owns  140  acres,  with 
forty  acres  under  cultivation.  In  1852  he  went  to 
California,  where  he  worked  in  the  gold  mines  for 
three  years,  and  after  his  fourth  year  in  this  State 
he  returned  to  Arkansas,  and  in  1861  enlisted  in 
the  Confederate  army  as  a private  in  Company  D, 
Twelfth  Arkansas  Regiment.  He  participated 
in  the  following  engagements:  Prairie  Grove,  Pine 
Bluff,  Jenkins'  Ferry  (on  Saline  River),  and  was 
also  in  numerous  skirmishes,  but  was  never  wound- 
ed. After  the  war  he  returned  to  Clark  County 
and  engaged  in  tilling  the  soil,  which  he  has  con- 
tinued  up  to  the  present  day.  He  was  married  in 
i860  to  Miss  Anna  Money,  a native  of  North  Caro- 
lina, and  the  fruits  of  this  union  were  four  chil- 
dren, two  deceased.  Those  living  are  Tessora 
and  Minnie  M.  The  former  was  married  in  1889 
to  C.  H.  Willett,  who  is  a farmer  residing  in  this 


county.  Mr.  Meeks  is  a member  of  the  Masonic 
fraternity,  having  joined  in  1863,  is  also  a member  j 
of  the  K.  of  H.,  the  Farmers’  Alliance,  and  the 
Agricultural  Wheel.  He  was  elected  treasurer  of 
Pike  County  in  1870,  and  served  in  that  capacity 
for  one  term.  He  and  wife  aud  children  are  mem- 
bers of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  South, 
and  Mr.  Meeks  is  a liberal  supporter  of  all  enter- 
prises for  the  good  of  the  county.  He  is  a Demo- 
crat in  his  political  views,  and  a worthy  man  in 
every  particular. 

D.  J.  Oldham,  M.  D..  is  one  of  the  leading 

© 

merchants-  and  physicians  of  Pike  County.  He 

commenced  his  merchandise  business  in  1885. 

with  a capital  of  81,600,  and  it  has  increased 

rapidly  since;  he  now  does  a business  of  85,000, 

with  81,500  in  outstanding  debts.  He  was  born 

in  Shelby  County,  Tenn.,  July.  27,  1849,  a son 

of  Green  L.  and  Amelia  (Gay)  Oldham,  the  former  a 

native  of  Virginia,  and  the  latter  of  Georgia.  They 

had  a family  of  four  children,  viz.  : Mosebelle 

(who  married  Henry  Humphrey).  D.  J.,  John  H. 

(deceased),  and  Joe  G.  The  father  was  a farmer 

by  occupation,  and  emigrated  from  Tennessee  to 

Arkansas  in  1850,  settling  in  Pike  County,  where 

he  still  resides.  He  enlisted  in  the  Confederate 

army,  serving  as  private.  He  is  a Mason,  belonging 

to  Pisgah  Lodge  No.  250,  in  which  he  has  held  some 

of  the  principal  offices,  being  bailiff  for  a short 

time.  He  is  a prominent  man  in  his  neighborhood, 

taking  a deep  interest  in  the  upbuilding  of  churches, 

schools  and  society.  The  immediate  subject  of 

this  sketch  received  his  medical  education  in 

Nashville,  Tenn.  He  also  attended  college  at  the 

Vanderbilt  University;  removed  to  his  home  in 

1876.  and  immediatly  began  the  practice  of  his 

profession.  The  next  year  he  married  Miss  Lilly 

Nash,  a native  of  North  Carolina,  and  to  this  union 

have  been  born  four  children,  viz.:  Patrick.  Green, 

Awlton  G.  Oldham  (deceased),  Guss  G.  and  Willie. 

Mr.  Oldham  is  a Mason  of  high  standing,  a mem- 

her  of  Pisgah  Lodgn  No.  250,  in  which  he  has  been 
© © 

junior  and  senior  warden,  and  is  highly  respected 
by  all  in  the  community  in  which  he  resides. 
Both  he  and  wife  are  earnest  members  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  South. 

Owen  B.  Owens,  farmer  and  stock-raiser,  Mur- 
freesboro. Ark.  This  enterprising  and  very  suc- 
cessful agriculturist  owes  his  nativity  to  this  county, 
Thompson  Township,  (born  October  14,1851),  and 
is  the  eldest  of  live  children,  the  result  of  the 
union  of  John  S.  and  Rosanna  (Brewer)  Owens,  the 
father  a native  of  Alabama,  and  the  mother  of 
Arkansas.  The  paternal  grandfather  was  a native 
I of  North  Carolina,  and  was  a farmer  by  occupation. 
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He  emigrated  to  Alabama,  was  married  there,  and 

O 

then  came  to  Arkansas,  in  about  1835.  He  settled 
in  Murfreesboro,  and  at  once  erected  a hotel,  still 
standing,  and  opened  the  tirst  public  house  in  the 
place.  He  also  owned  a farm  in  the  vicinity. 
Later  he  moved  to  Texas,  and  there  received  his 
final  summons  in  1875.  The  maternal  grand- 
father, Henry  Brewer,  was  a native  of  North  Caro 
lina,  his  birth  occurring  in  1800,  and  went  with  his 
parents  to  Tennessee,  and  thence  to  Missouri  at  an 
early  day.  In  1818  the  family  moved  to  Arkan- 
sas. settled  in  Pike  County,  and  there  Henry 
entered,  and  bought  large  tracts  of  land  in  the 
vicinity  of  Murfreesboro.  He  was  very  prominent 
in  the  affairs  of  the  county,  and  held  the  offices  of 
sheriff  from  1840  to  1842.  and  coroner  for  four 
years.  He  was  a very  generous,  warm-hearted 
man,  and  had  many  close  friends.  During  the 
Civil  War  he  was  very  active  in  assisting 
the  widows  and  orphans  of  the  soldiers, 
and  when  his  death  came,  in  1870,  he  was 
sincerely  mourned  by  all.  He  was  one  of  the  best 
known  and  universally  esteemed  men  in  the 
county.  John  S.  Owens  died  in  the  spring  of 
1801,  in  Texas,  where  he  had  assisted  in  raising  a 
regiment  for  the  Confederate  army,  and  of  which 
he  was  elected  lieutenant- colonel.  He  was  taken 
suddenly  ill,  and  died  just  as  the  regiment  was 
preparing  to  go  to  the  front.  He  was  prominent  in 
the  affairs  of  Pike  Countv,  before  going  to  Texas, 
and  was  elected  county  clerk,  when  scarcely 
twenty-one  years  of  age.  The  mother  died  in 
1877.  After  the  death  of  his  father  Owen  B. 
Owens,  who  was  then  but  ten  years  of  age.  returned 
to  Arkansas,  and  made  his  home  with  his  grand- 
father Brewer  until  his  majority,  attended  school 
and  managed  his  mother's  farm  until  her  death. 
After  this  he  made  the  old  place  a home  for  his 
younger  brothers.  In  February,  1877,  in  partner- 
ship with  Joe  Conway,  he  started  a store  in  Mur- 
freesboro, and  continued  this  successfully  for  seven 
years.  He  is  the  owner  of  one-half  the  old  homestead, 
consisting  of  360  acres  all  river  bottom  land,  and 
has  150  acres  under  cultivation.  This  land  is  all 
very  fertile,  and  on  it  can  be  raised  large  crops. 
He  also  owns  a tine  residence  in  town.  He  was 
married  October  9.  1S88,  to  Miss  Katie  Perkins,  a 
native  of  Louisiana,  and  the  daughter  and  onlv 
child  of  Joe  Perkins.  To  this  union  has  been 
| born  one  child,  a daughter,  named  Marion  Harland. 
Mrs.  Owens  is  a member  of  the  Methodist  Epis- 
copal Church,  and  Mr.  Owens  is  a member  of  the 
Masonic  fraternity.  Pike  Lodge  No.  91,  being  at 
present  the  secretary  of  the  same.  He  is  a good 
citizen,  and  an  outspoken  Democratic. 


Augustus  H.  Palmer,  merchant,  Rock  Creek, 
Ark.  Mr.  Palmer  is  a man  of  good  business  ex- 
perience, progressive  in  his  ideas,  and  well  under- 
stands hoAv  to  suit  the  desires  and  wishes  of  those 
buying  from  him.  He  was  originally  from  Walton 
County,  Ga..  where  his  birth  occurred  August  S, 
1838,  and  is  tlue  fifth  of  nine  children  born  to  the 
union  of  Augustus  H.  and  Sarah  (Power)  Palmer, 
the  father  a native  of  Connecticut,  and  the  mother 
of  Georgia.  The  parents  were  married  in  Georgia 
about  1887,  and  moved  from  there  to  Alabama, 
where  they  resided  until  1S60,  when  they  came  to 
Arkansas.  They  settled  in  Columbia  County,  and 
there  made  their  home  until  the  death  of  the  father, 
which  occurred  in  1867,  at  the  age  of  sixty-one 
years.  The  father  was  a graduate  of  the  Forsyth 
Medical  College  in  Georgia,  and  practiced  his  pro- 
fession the  principal  part  of  his  life.  He  was  also 
a minister  in  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
South,  being  ordained  in  Georgia,  in  1826,  and 
was  a merchant  and  farmer.  The  mother  died  in 
Pike  County,  Ark.,  in  1885,  at  the  advanced  age 
of  eighty-two  years.  Her  father  was  a native  of 
Ireland.  Augustus  H.  Palmer,  Jr.,  was  reared 
in  Alabama,  received  a good  education  in  the  com- 
mon schools,  and  commenced  working  for  himself 
at  the  age  of  twenty  years.  He  was  married  to 
Miss  Martha  Phillips,  a native  of  Alabama,  and 
the  daughter  of  Jesse  and  Martha  Phillips,  who 
spent  their  latter  years  in  Alabama.  Eleven  chil- 
dren were  bom  to  this  uniou,  nine  now  living: 
Emma  H.  (deceased),  William  B. , Marietta,  Ada, 
Clayton  (deceased),  Luther,  Augustus,  Mattie,  Sal- 
lie  N. , Leonard  and  Rosa  E.  Marietta  was  mar- 
ried, in  1883,  to  Dr.  W.  S.  Watson,  a successful 
physician  of  Kirby,  Ark.,  and  Ada  married  L. 
Walker,  who  resides  at  Nashville,  Ark.  Mr. 
Palmer  enlisted  in  the  Confederate  army,  in  1862, 
as  a private  in  Company  K.  Monroe’s  regiment, 
and  participated  in  the  following  battles:  Prairie 

Grove,  Kansas  City,  and  was  in  numerous  skir- 
mishes. Returning  to  his  home  in  Columbia 
County,  after  the  war.  Mr.  Palmer  engaged  in 
farming,  but  in  1867  moved  to  his  present  farm  in 
Pike  County,  where  he  is  the  owner  of  about  360 
acres  of  land,  and  has  about  230  acres  under  cul- 
tivation. He  also  owns  one-half  interest  in  the 
store  of  Palmer  & Haygood.  merchants  at  Rock 
Creek,  which  store  does  an  aunual  business  of 
88,000.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Palmer  are  members  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  He  is  a Republican 
in  politics. 

A.  IV.  Parker,  farmer  and  sheriff.  Murfrees- 
boro, Ark.  There  are  a number  of  men  promi- 
nently Identified  with  the  agricultural  affairs  of  this 
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county,  but  none  among  them  are  more  deserving 
of  mention  than  A.  W.  Parker,  a native  of  Missis- 
sippi, born  in  1841.  His  father,  J.  C.  Parker, and 
his  mother,  whose  maiden  name  was  Elizabeth 
Clark,  are  both  natives  of  Alabama.  The  paternal 
grandfather,  Samuel  Parker,  was  born  in  North 
Carolina,  and  at  an  early  day  moved  to  Alabama, 
thence  to  Mississippi,  and  in  1 So 4 came  to  Arkan- 
sas, settling  in  what  is  now  Pike  County.  His 
death  occurred  in  Montgomery,  in  1S65.  This 
pioneer  of  several  States  kept  ahead  of  the  tide  of 
emigration,  and  became  respected  and  esteemed  in 
whatever  section  he  made  his  home.  His  father 
was  a soldier  in  the  Revolutionary  War.  J.  C. 
Parker  was  reared  in  Mississippi,  married  in  1843, 
and  after  his  marriage  removed  to  Arkansas  in 
1854,  settling  in  Pike  County  (then  Clark),  where 
he  made  a home.  He  received  his  final  summons 
in  1S7S.  The  mother  is  still  living,  and  resides  on 
the  old  homestead.  A.  W.  Parker  was  reared  on 
a farm  in  the  country,  attended  private  schools,  but 
had  limited  educational  advantages.  He  remained 
at  home  until  nineteen  years  of  age,  then  enlisted 
in  the  United  States  army,  and  served  until  the 
close  of  the  war.  He  then  began  farming  for  him- 
self. In  1S67  he  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss 
Lorinda  A.  Buchanan,  a native  of  Tennessee,  and 
to  them  were  born  nine  children,  six  now  living; 
Emily  (died  at  the  age  of  eleven  years  and  six 
months).  Marietta,  Frances,  Henry  A.,  George  A. 
(who  died  at  the  age  of  two  years  and  six  months), 
J acob,  Martha  ( died  in  infancy), Charley  and  Joseph. 
Shortly  before  his  marriage,  Mr.  Parker  purchased 
a farm  in  Antoine  Township,  of  200  acres,  and  to 
this  he  has  since  added  enough  to  make  083  acres, 
in  Antoine  and  Self  Creek  Townships,  and  has  150 
acres  under  cultivation.  The  balance  of  his  land 
is  well  timbered.  Mr.  Parker  has  always  been 
quite  active  in  politics,  and  served  one  term  as  jus- 
tice under  the  appointment  of  Gov.  Baxter.  He 
was  also  elected  to  the  position  of  sheriff  of  the 
county  in  18SS,  and  he  is  the  present  incumbent  of 
that  position.  He  is  a member  of  the  Masonic  fra- 
ternity, Sulphur  Springs  Lodge  No.  100,  at  Amity, 
Clark  County,  Ark.,  and  has  held  nearly  all  the 
offices  in  the  lodge.  Our  subject  and  his  father 
both  served  in  the  Federal  army,  in  Company  F, 
Fourth  Arkansas  Cavalry,  and  after  the  war  re- 
turned to  agricultural  pursuits.  Mr.  Parker  is 
quite  active  in  politics  and  is  independent  in  prin- 
ciple. He  is  an  influential  citizen,  a good  officer, 
and  one  of  the  foremost  farmers  He  has  served 
fifteen  years  as  school  director  of  his  district,  and 
is  an  earnest  advocate  of  education. 

J.  D.  Pickett,  farmer,  Bingen.  Ark.  The 


third  child  in  a family  of  five  children,  Mr.  Pick- 
ett was  born  in  Ouachita  County,  Ark.,  in  1850, 
and  ins  paternal  great-grandfather,  Edward  Pick- 
ett. was  one  of  the  very  first  settlers  of  Tennessee, 
and  there  the  paternal  grandfather  was  born  and 
reared.  The  latter  was  a soldier  in  the  War  of 
1812,  under  Gen.  Jackson.  Our  subject's  father, 
James  Pickett,  and  also  his  mother,  formerly  Miss 
Julian  Davenport,  were  both  natives  of  Tennessee, 
where  the  father  tilled  the  soil  until  his  removal  to 
Arkansas,  in  1848.  He  then  followed  overseeing 
for  a few  years,  after  which  he  entered  land,  and 
engaged  in  cultivating  the  soil  again.  He  enlisted 
during  the  latter  part  of  the  war,  and  served  but  a 
short  time.  He  had  two  sons  in  the  army,  one  of 
whom  died  in  prison  at  Rock  Island.  He  has  al- 
ways been  very  active  in  political  affairs  in  Ouachi- 
ta County,  and  served  as  justice  of  the  peace  for 
six  years.  He  was  bailiff  and  deputy  sheriff,  and 
held  these  positions  prior  to  the  war.  He  is  now 
seventy-two  years  of  age,  has  never  missed  an  elec- 
tion, and  he  and  wife  have  been  members  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  South,  for  many  years.  j 
They  make  their  home  with  their  children,  who 
are  named  as  follows:  William  Jefferson  (married 
and  resides  in  Ouachita  County),  Robert  Miller 
(the  soldier  who  died  in  the  war),  John  D.,  James 
Henry  (married  and  resides  in  Ouachita  County) 
and  Edward  (who  resides  on  the  old  homestead). 

J.  D.  Pickett  was  reared,  on  the  farm  in  Ouachita 
County,  and  attended  the  common  schools  until 
twenty-one  years  of  age.  At  the  age  of  twenty- 
three  years,  he  was  married  to  Jane  C.  Gill,  a na- 
tive of  Mississippi,  and  the  daughter  of  Robert 
Gill,  who  came  to  Arkansas  in  1844.  In  1875  he 
went  to  Texas,  and  after  living  there  for  three 
years,  returned  to  Ouachita  County,  where  he 
bought  a farm  of  240  acres,  100  acres  under  culti- 
vation. This  he  improved,  erected  good  buildings, 
and  set  out  six  acres  in  orchard.  In  1889  he 
bought  his  present  farm,  consisting  of  240  acres, 
with  100  acres  under  cultivation,  and  the  balance 
well  timbered,  and  has  made  many  improvements. 

His  marriage  resulted  in  the  birth  of  seven  chil- 
dren. six  of  whom  are  living:  Robert  M. , Victoria 
I.  S.,  Minneola,  John  B.,  Daisy  Ann.  Thomas 
Hendricks,  and  one  died  at  birth.  Mrs.  Pickett  is 
a member  of  the  Cumberland  Presbyterian  Church 
and  is  a lady  of  refinement  and  cultivation.  Mr. 
Pickett  has  been  a political  worker,  but  not  an 
office  seeker.  He  has  been  a leader  in  school  mat- 
ters, serving  as  director  of  his  district,  and  is  an 
active  citizen  in  all  respects.  His  new  home  in 
Pike  County  already  shows  the  result  of  industry 
and  taste,  ease  and  plenty. 
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J.  T.  Pollard.  A history  of  Pike  County 
would  be  incomplete  without  a brief  mention  of 
the  enterprising  and  successful  young  planter 
whose  name  heads  this  sketch.  He  was  born  in 
Georgia,  September  27,  1852,  a son  of  Joel  K. 
and  Sarah  E.  (Youngblood)  Pollard,  both  natives 
of  Georgia.  They  had  a family  of  two  children, 
viz. : Mary  J.  (who  married  Henry  L.  Adamson, 
and  now  resides  in  Heard  County,  Ga. ),  and  Joel 
T.  (the  subject  of  this  sketch).  The  father  was  a 
planter  by  occupation,  and  at  the  time  of  his 
death  owned  fifty  acres  of  land.  Both  he  and 
wife  were  members  of  the  Missionary  Baptist 
Church.  He  died  November  27,  1852.  His  widow 
is  still  living  and  resides  at  Rock  Mills.  Ala.  The 
subject  of  this  sketch  was  reared  and  educated  in 
Georgia,  and  at  the  age  of  twenty- one  rears  com- 
menced  life  for  himself  by  engaging  in  agricult- 
ural pursuits,  at  which  he  has  been  eminently  suc- 
cessful, for  he  now  owns  200  acres  of  good  laud, 
with  fifty  acres  under  cultivation.  December  (5, 
1873,  he  was  married  to  Miss  Martha  E-.  Adamson, 
a native  of  Georgia,  and  daughter  of  George  and 
Matilda  Adamson,  and  to  this  union  have  been 
born  eight  children,  viz.:  Joel  M.  (deceased),  Til- 
den  H. , John  T.,  Minnie  L.,  Jim  P. . Olin  M. , 
Albert  C.  (deceased),  and  Lulu  May.  Mr.  Pol- 
lard is  a member  of  the  Masonic  fraternity,  be- 
longing to  Pisgah  Lodge  No.  250,  and  has  served 
as  senior  warden  and  senior  deacon  in  the  same. 
He  is  actively  interested  in  educational  matters, 
and  now  holds  the  office  of  school  director.  His 
wife  is  a member  of  the  Missionary  Baptist  Church. 

John  B.  Rountree.  Among  the  many  worthy 
residents  of  Pike  County  none  are  more  highly 
esteemed  or  universally  respected  than  the  subject 
of  this  sketch.  He  was  born  in  Warren  County, 
Miss.,  August  19,  1836,  one  of  a family  of  nine 
children,  namely:  Robert  (deceased),  Rebecca  (de- 
ceased), Creasa  (deceased).  Sallie  D.  (deceased), 
Jesse  (deceased),  Thomas  (deceased),  Perry  (who 
died  in  infancy),  Nathan  (died  at  the  age  of  seven- 
teen). His  parents,  Micajah  and  Mary  Roun- 
tree, the  former  a native  of  North  Carolina,  and 
the  latter  of  Virginia,  moved  to  Mississippi,  where 
the  father  was  an  overseer,  and  from  thence  emi- 
grated to  Arkansas  in  1837,  locating  in  Clark 
County,  where  they  resided  until  the  father's 
death  in  1846.  His  son,  the  subject  of  this  sketch, 
resided  on  the  old  homestead  until  the  death  of 
his  mother  in  November,  1857.  She  was  an 
earnest  member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  South.  Our  subject  was  reared  in  Chirk 
County,  receiving  his  education  at  the  private 
schools  near  Arkadelphia,  and  at  the  age  of  twen 


ty-one  years  began  doing  for  himself.  April  1, 
1858,  h'e  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Permalia 
C.  Browning,  and  the  result  of  this  union  was  the 
birth  of  five  children,  viz. : May  (who  married  Mr. 
J.  T.  May),  Ellen  (married  Samuel  Harris),  John 
H.  and  Micajah.  The  other  child  died  in  infancy. 
Mr.  Rountree  is  a successful  planter,  owning 
about  269  acres  of  good  land,  with  sixty  acres  un- 
der cultivation.  His  wife  is  a member  of  the  Mis- 
sionary Baptist  Church.  Mr.  Rountree  takes  an 
active  interest  in  all  worthy  causes,  especially  that 
of  building  up  schools  and  churches,  and  has 
preached  the  word  of  God  for  twenty  years. 

R.  F.  Smedley,  farmer,  Murfreesboro,  Ark. 
Personal  popularity,  it  can  not  be  denied,  results 
largelv  from  the  industry,  perseverance  and  close 
attention  to  business  which  a person  displays  in 
the  management  of  any  particular  branch  of  trade, 
and  in  the  case  of  Mr.  Smedley  this  is  certainly 
true,  for  he  has  adhered  so  closely  to  farming,  and 
has  aided  in  so  many  ways  to  advance  all  worthy 
interests  in  this  community,  that  he  is  held  in  the 
highest  esteem.  He  is  a typical  Arkansas  farmer, 
substantial,  enterprising  and  progressive.  His 
birth  occurred  in  Pike  County  in  1860,  and  he  is 
the  fourth  of  nine  children  born  to  W illiam  R. 
and  M.  Smedley,  natives  of  Tennessee.  The  par- 
ents came  to  Arkansas  in  1859,  settled  in  Pike 
County,  and  purchased  a farm  in  the  northern 
part  of  it.  After  remaining  there  a year  they  re- 
moved to  Murfreesboro,  and  the  father  opened  a 
hotel  and  saloon,  which  he  carried  on  until  after 
the  war.  He  then  returned  to  farming,  and  for 
several  years  carried  on  his  trade,  that  of  tanner. 
In  1875  he  bought  a farm  south  of  Murfreesboro, 
where  he  resided  until  his  death,  in  18 1 i.  The 
mother  is  still  living  and  resides  on  the  old  farm. 
R.  F.  Smedley,  as  soon  as  old  enough,  was  taught 
the  duties  of  the  farm,  and  after  his  father’s  death 
took  charge  of  the  home  place,  assisting  his 
mother  in  rearing  the  younger  children.  He  re- 
mained at  home  until  twenty-two  years  of  age,  and 
in  1885  was  married  to  Mrs.  Adelia  Davis  (nee 
Evans),  who  bore  him  three  children:  Maud,  Os- 
car (who  died  in  infancy),  and  David  Marcus.  Mrs. 
Smedley  had  by  her  former  marriage  two  children: 
James  Oliver  (deceased),  and  Martha  Lucinda. 
Mr.  Smedley  owns  a farm  of  375  acres,  156  acres  of 
which  are  under  cultivation,  has  cleared  thirty 
acres  of  this  and  is  working  at  it  all  the  time.  He 
has  a good  frame  building,  four  tenant  houses,  and 
will  average  one-half  bale  of  cotton  to  the  acre. 
The  family  resides  in  Murfreesboro. 

Thomas  B.  Stevens,  ex-county  judge,  Star  of 
the  West,  Ark.  The  leading  characteristics  of 
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Mr.  Stevens  indicate  him  to  be  a man  of  un- 
swerving: integritv  and  one  well  informed  and 
universally  esteemed — a man  who  has  been  tried 
but  not  found  wanting, and  one  capable  of  discharg- 
ing his  official  and  private  duties  with  competency. 
He  was  born  in  Dade  County,  Ga. , September  8, 
3847,  and  was  the  eldest  of  nine  children,  the  re- 
sult of  the  union  of  T.R.  and  Margaret  (Forrester) 
Stevens,  the  father  a native  of  South  Carolina;  and 
the  mother  of  Warren  County, Tenn.  The  parents 
were  married  in  Georgia,  October  22,  1846,  and  in 
1849  they  moved  to  Arkansas,  where  they  resided 
two  years  in  Hempstead  County.  They  then  moved 
to  Pike  County,  and  there  they  reside  at  the  pres- 
ent time.  The  father  is  a Republican  in  politics 
and  served  as  justice  of  the  peace  in  this  county 
for  several  terms.  They  are  also  members  of  the 
Primitive  Baptist  Church.  Thomas  B.  Stevens 
grew  to  manhood  in  Pike  County,  Ark.,  received  a 
fair  education,  and  at  the  age  of  twenty  years  com- 
menced for  himself  as  a tiller  of  the  soil,  which  oc- 
cupation he  has  successfully  carried  on  ever  since. 
He  is  at  present  the  owner  of  240  acres  of  land, 
with  about  sixty  acres  under  cultivation,  and  is  one  of 
the  representative  men  of  the  county.  In  Septem- 
ber, 1867,  his  nuptials  to  Miss  Margaret  Hendricks 
were  celebrated,  and  resulted  in  the  birth  of  seven 
children,  six  of  whom  are  living:  Margaret  A.  S., 
Octavia  A.,  Jose  E.,  Cansada  C.,  Dolphus  L. , and 
Loda  B.,  all  residing  with  their  parents  except 
Margaret  A.  S.,  who  was  married  in  1887,  to  Mr. 
Willis  W.  Rodgers,  who  is  a farmer  in  this  county. 
Mr.  Stevens  was  elected  magistrate,  in  1880,  and 
served  for  two  terms.  He  was  also  elected  county 
judge  in  1884,  and  held  that  position  for  one  term. 
He  is  active  in  his  political  views  and  is  a Repub- 
lican. He  and  Mrs.  Stevens  are  members  of  the 
Primitive  Baptist  Church,  to  which  they  attached 
themselves  a number  of  years  ago. 

John  T.  Stevens,  merchant  and  miller,  Murfrees- 
boro, Ark.  In  the  development  and  growth  of 
Pike  County  and  its  continued  advance  to  a com- 
munity of  wealth  and  influence  in  the  county,  Mr. 
Stevens  has  borne  a prominent  part.  His  career 
through  life  has  been  one  of  success,  and  he  is  to- 
day acknowledged  as  one  of  the  tirst-class  business 
men  of  Murfreesboro.  He  was  born  in  Mississippi 
in  1859,  and  is  the  second  in  a family  of  four  chil- 
dren born  to  T.  P.  D.  and  Mary  (Taylor)  Stevens,  na- 
tives of  Mississippi.  The  parents  came  to  Arkan- 
sas in  1875,  settled  in  Prescott  in  March  of  the  next 
year,  and  later  came  to  Pike  County.  The  mother 
died  in  1862.  The  father  is  now'  living  on  a farm 
three  and  one- half  miles  east  of  town,  and  is  a 
successful  agriculturist.  It  fell  to  the  lot  of  John 


T.  Stevens  to  grow  up  with  a farm  experience,  and 
until  sixteen  years  of  age  he  tilled  the  soil  and  at- 
tended the  common  schools.  He  then  began  fann- 
ing for  himself,  and  in  1878  was  married  to  Miss 
Mary  F.  Smedlev,  a native  of  Tennessee,  and  the 
daughter  of  William  and  Minerva  Smedlev,  old 
settlers  of  Tennessee,  who  came  to  Arkansas  just 
before  the  war.  Mrs.  Smedley  is  still  living.  In 
1883  Mr.  Stevens  went  to  Texas,  worked  on  the 
railroad  a short  time,  and  in  1884  returned  to  Pike 
County,  where  he  resumed  agricultural  pursuits. 

In  1887  he. bought  the  large  mill  and  cotton-gin  at 
Murfreesboro,  with  a capacity  of  twenty-hve  bales, 
as  he  is  about  to  put  in  another  gin.  In  partner- 
ship with  J.  D.  Owens,  he  erected  a large  store-house 
in  Murfreesboro  in  1889,  20x80  feet,  at  a cost  of 
$640,  and  after  conducting  this  for  a short  time 
sold  out  to  Mr.  Davis,  but  in  February,  1890,  re- 
purchased a half  interest.  The  result  of  his 
marriage  was  the  birth  of  five  children — three  de-  i 
ceased:  Willie,  Anna  L.  (deceased),  John  Henry 

(deceased),  an  infant  daughter  (unnamed),  and  the 
eldest  child  (who  died  unnamed).  Mr.  Stevens  is 
not  particularly  active  politically,  but  was  elected 
justice  of  the  peace  in  ISSS.  He  is  a worker  for  the 
cause  of  education,  and  is  a man  w’ho  has  made  all 
his  property  by  individual  effort. 

A.  A.  Stell  is  numbered  among  the  prominent 
and  wealthy  planters  of  Pike  County,  Missouri 
Township,  and  was  born  in  Morgan  County,  Ga. , 
December  18,  1820,  a son  of  Joseph  and  Isabella 
Stell,  both  natives  of  Georgia,  the  former  born  in 
1779.  They  were  married  in  South  Carolina,  and 
reared  a family  of  ten  children,  viz.:  Isaac  H. 

(deceased),  Samuel  B.,  Francis  N.,  Judah,  Jo- 
seph, Martha.  Andrew  A..  Hiram  T.,  Mary  A.  and 
George  A.  The  father  was  a planter  and  school 
teacher  by  occupation.  He  served  as  a private  in 
the  Florida  War,  also  in  the  Cherokee  War.  In 
1800  he  moved  from  South  Carolina  to  Cherokee 
County,  Ala.,  and  here  he  remained  one  year:  he 
then  emigrated  to  Clark  County,  Ark.,  within 
six  miles  of  Arkadelphia,  where  he  remained 
three  years  and  then  moved  to  Pike  County, 
where  he  resumed  his  occupation  of  farming 
and  teaching.  He  took  a great  interest  in  the 
religious  and  educational  as  well  as  the  political 
affairs  of  his  county.  He  served  as  justice  of  the 
peace  of  Clark  County  for  four  years,  and  of 
Pike  County  for  two  years.  He  died  in  1863.  fol- 
lowed by  his  widow  in  1865.  They  were  both  mem- 
bers of  the  Baptist  Church  for  about  forty  years.  The 
immediate  subject  of  this  sketch  was  reared  and 
educated  in  South  Carolina,  coming  with  his  par- 
ents to  Arkansas.  January  l,  1840,  he  married 


' 


. 


PIKE  COUNTY. 


339 


Miss  Emily  Wingfield,  a native  of  Arkansas,  who 
bore  him  six  children:  Lucinda  (who  married  G. 

j C.  Griffin),.  Indiana  J.  (married  S.  T.  East),  John 
H.  (married  Martha  Dixon)  and  Mary  E.  (who 
married  Dr.  Rutherford),  and  then  died  Septem- 
ber 1,  1S59,  a worthy  member  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  South.  July  25,  1861,  Mr. 
Stell  was  again  united  in  marriage,  this  time  to 
Miss  Martha  E.  Kelley,  a native  of  Arkansas,  and 
daughter  of  Robert  and  Sarah  Kelley.  This  union 
was  blessed  in  the  birth  of  eleven  children,  viz. : 
Margaret  J.  (deceased),  Nancy  A.  (who  married  J. 

A.  Craighead,  and  resides  at  Hot  Springs),  Samuel 

B. ,  Robert  E.,  Joe  T.,  David  A.,  Charles  E., 
James  D.  (deceased),  Jake  (deceased),  R.  H.  L. 
and  Sarah  A.  Mr.  Stell  owns  a well -stocked  farm 
of  431  acres  of  good  land,  with  seventy -live  acres 
under  cultivation.  He  is  a member  of  the  Masonic 
fraternity,  Pisgah  Lodge  No.  250,  and  has  served 
as  worshipful  master.  He  is  deeply  interested 
in  promoting  the  welfare  of  the  community  in 
which  he  resides,  and  has  served  as  justice  of 
the  peace  for  ten  years.  He  served  in  the  late 
war,  entering  Company  G,  Cravin'  s regiment,  un- 
der Gen.  • Churchill,  in  1864,  and  served  until  the 
close  of  the  war.  May  28,  1 S65,  he  returned  home 
and  resumed  farming.  In  1882  he  began  a mer- 
cantile business  on  a capital  of  $583,  which  he  af- 
terward sold  for  $200.  He  and  wife  are  both 
church  members,  she  worshiping  at  the  Chris- 
tian, and  he  at  the  Baptist  Church. 

Charles  E.  Stelle,  merchant,  Murfreesboro,  Ark. 
The  mercantile  interests  of  this  portion  of  the 
county  have  been  ably  represented  for  a number  of 
years  by  Mr.  Stelle,  who  is  considered  one  of  the 
most  successful  business  men  of  Murfreesboro. 
He  was  born  in  New  Jersey  in  1836,  and  was  reared 
in  New  Brunswick,  where  he  attended  the  high 
school.  In  1858  he  left  New  Jersey  and  went  to 
Missouri,  where  he  taught  school  for  two  years. 
In  1860  he  came  to  Arkansas,  taught  school  in  the 
Indian  Territory,  and  in  1861  enlisted  in  the  Con- 
federate army  at  Fayetteville,  serving  through  the 
entire  war  and  surrendering  in  North  Carolina  with 
Gen.  Joe  Johnston,  in  1865.  The  same  year  he 
; returned  to  Arkansas  and  located  in  Union  County, 
where  he  engaged  in  teaching  school  and  practicing 
law.  He  was  married  in  1870  to  Miss  Lucretia 
Clay  Askew,  a daughter  of  Hon.  John  H.  Askew, 
of  Eldorado,  and  to  them  were  born  three  children, 
only  one,  Charley,  now  living.  Mrs.  Stelle  died 
in  1884.  Previous  to  this  sad  event,  in  1875,  Mr. 

I Stelle  moved  to  Columbia  County,  and  in  1877-  to 
Pike  County,  where  he  settled  in  Murfreesboro,  , 
and  engaged  in  teaching  and  practicing  law.  | 


Later  he  engaged  in  merchandising  with  W.  S. 

Stroope  as  partner,  and  this  firm  continued  until 

January,  1890.  when  Mr.  Stroope  withdrew.  Since 

then  Mr.  Stelle  has  continued  the  business  alone, 

and  carries  a full  line  of  general  merchandise  and  j 

plantation  supplies.  He  also  buys  cotton,  and  is  a 

first-class  business  man.  He  was  the  eldest  of 

eight  children,  all  of  whom  are  living,  born  to  the 

marriage  of  James  M.  Stelle  and  Phcebe  Ann  Van- 
© 

Sickle. 

William  S.  Stroope,  farmer,  Murfreesboro,  Ark. 

Mr.  Stroope  is  recognized  as  a careful,  energetic 
agriculturist  of  this  community,  and  by  his  ad- 
vanced ideas  and  progressive  habits  has  done  not 
a little  for  the  farming  elements  hereabouts.  He  is 
a native  of  this  State,  born  in  Clark  County,  in 
1820,  and  is  the  fourth  in  a family  of  nine  chil- 
dren born  to  Jacob  and  Mary  (Kidwell)  Stroope. 
natives  of  Kentucky  and  South  Carolina,  respect- 
ively. The  father  was  a mechanic  and  moved 
from  his  native  State  to  Louisiana,  and  afterward 
settled  in  Arkansas,  seven  miles  west  of  Arkadel- 
phia,  in  Clark  County.  He  then  resided  in  differ-  ! 
ent  localities  after  the  death  of  his  wife,  which  oc- 
curred in  December,  1849,  at  the  age  of  iifty-three  | 
years,  and  then  went  to  Texas,  where  his  death  oc- 
curred in  1853,  at  the  age  of  seventy  one  years. 

Duriuc  his  residence  in  Clark  Countv  he  became 
© * 

well  known  and  universally  respected.  Both 
parents  were  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  in  which  they  wrere  active  workers.  He 
was  wTith  Geu  Jackson  in  the  War  of  1812,  and  was  ; 
discharged  at  New  Orleans.  The  paternal  grand- 
father died  in  Clark  County,  at  the  age  of  eighty- 
four  years:  he  was  an  agriculturist,  and  owrned  a 
good  farm  in  Clark  County.  William  S.  Stroope 
was  early  taught  the  duties  of  farm  life,  but  had 
very  poor  educational  advantages,  and  later  in  life 
attended  school  with  his  own  children.  He  was 
married  January  20,  1841,  to  Miss  Arritta  Pippin, 
a native  of  Tennessee,  who  bore  him  the  following 
children:  Frances  (wife  of  J.  J.  Banks,  resides  on 
the  old  homestead  in  Clark  County),  Jacob  (died 
at  Lauderdale  Springs.  Miss.,  in  1863,  while  a 
soldier),  John  P.  (married  and  resides  in  Pike 
County),  Rebecca  (wife  of  O.  S.  Johnson,  who 
lives  near  Murfreesboro),  William  T.  (married  and 
resides  in  Clark  County),  Tinnie  M.  (wife  of  John 
Carroll,  resides  in  Clark  County),  Nancy  (died  at 
the  age  of  thirteen  years).  After  his  marriage  Mr. 
Stroope  purchased  a good  farm  four  and  a half 
miles  southwest  of  Arkadelphia,  consisting  of  220 
acres,  and  at  one  time  owrned  1.120  acres,  but  di- 
vided all  but  220  acres  among  his  children.  He 
has  cleared  130  acres,  and  has  about  that  many 
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acres  under  cultivation.  In  1878  be  came  to  Pike 
County,  located  in  the  northern  part,  and  there 
purchased  a farm  of  240  acres,  on  which  he  resided 
for  five  years,  opening  fifty  acres,  and  making 
other  improvements.  He  removed  to  Murfreesboro 
in  1S83,  and  at  that  time  bought  seventy-five  acres, 
but  is  now  the  owner  of  about  1,000  acres  in  the 
bottom  of  the  Little  Missouri.  He  is  also  the 
owner  of  a good  part  of  the  land  in  the  limits  of 
the  town,  and  has  200  acres  under  cultivation,  the 
principal  part  of  which  he  has  done  himself.  In 
1884  he  engaged  in  business  in  Murfreesboro,  and 
in  1SS6  took  Mr.  C.  E.  Stelle  as  a partner,  the 
partnership  being  dissolved  in  1890.  He  has  also 
a half  interest  in  the  gin  and  mill  in  town,  and  is  a 
live  business  man.  He  had  the  misfortune  to  lose 
his  wife  in  1SS6.  On  July  15.  1S61,  Mr.  Stroope 
enlisted  in  Weatherspoon’s  company,  and  was  in 
the  battles  of  Oak  Hill  and  Elkhorn.  He  was 
taken  sick  after  the  latter  battle  and  was  unable  to 
go  with  his  company  across  the  Mississippi  River. 
After  recovering  he  joined  Reed's  company  and 
served  wholly  in  Arkansas,  until  the  close  of  the 
war. 

Loderick  R.  Sullivan,  merchant,  Star  of  the 
West,  Ark.  For  a number  of  years  past  the  town 
of  Star  of  the  West  has  been  noted  far  and  wide 
for  its  excellent  mercantile  establishments,  and 
particularly  that  conducted  bv  Mr.  Sullivan,  who 
is  one  of  the  representative  business  men  of  that 
place.  He  was  born  in  Bedford  County,  Tenn., 
May  23,  1849,  but  was  reared  in  Howard  County, 
where  he  secured  a first  class  education  in  the  com- 
mon schools,  and  later  graduated  from  the  Com- 
mercial College,  of  Little  Rock  (1884).  He  also 
took  a course  in  telegraphy.  He  started  out  for 
himself  at  the  age  of  twenty-one  years,  as  a teacher, 
and  also  carried  on  agricultural  pursuits,  at  which 
he  was  quite  successful.  He  is  the  owner  of  147 
acres  of  land,  and  has  about  forty  acres  under  cul- 
tivation. Aside  from  this,  he  is  also  engaged  in 
merchandising,  does  an  annual  business  of  $8,000. 
and  carries  a stock  of  goods  valued  at  $2,000.  He 
does  a general  advancing  trade.  Mr.  Sullivan  was 
married  in  187(5,  to  Miss  Sarah  F.  Jones,  a native 
of  Arkansas,  and  the  daughter  of  C.  W.  -Jones,  who 
resides  in  this  county.  To  them  has  been  born 
one  child,  Nona  Frances.  Mr.  Sullivan  is  a mem- 
ber of  the  Masonic  fraternity,  having  joined  Pleas- 
ant ^ alley  Lodge  No.  30.  at  Nashville,  Ark.,  about 
1872,  and  is  Independent  in  his  political  views. 
He  and  Mrs.  Sullivan  are  members  of  the  Christian 
Church.  Mr.  Sullivan  has  served  as  magistrate  in 
Howard  County  a number  of  years,  and  he  is  a 
liberal  supporter  of  all  laudable  enterprises.  He 


was  the  sixth  of  seven  children  born  to  Zachariah 
and  Nancy  (Rertson)  Sullivan,  natives  of  Tennes- 
see, who  moved  to  Pike  County,  Ark.,  in  1850. 
There  they  still  continue  to  reside,  and  make  their 
home  with  their  daughter,  Mrs.  William  Dorsey, 
who  resides  near  the  old  home. 

John  W.  Talbott,  one  of  the  most  successful 
and  enterprising  business  men  of  Star  of  the  W est, 
is  the  youngest  of  seven  children  born  to  J.  W.  and 
Rachel  (Huddleston)  Talbott.  The  father  came  to 
Arkansas  in  1 S 16,  from  St.  Clair  County,  111.,  and 
continued  to  reside  here  until  his  death,  which  oc- 
curred in  1880,  at  the  age  of  seventy-two  years. 
The  mother  died  in  1855. at  the  age  of  forty.  The 
father  was  a public-spirited  citizen,  served  as 
magistrate  in  Howard  County  for  a number  of 
years,  and  tilled  many  other  local  positions  of  trust. 
John  W.  Talbott  was  born  in  Howard  County. 
Ark.,  on  September  1,  1849,  and  on  account  of  the 
•breaking  out  of  the  war,  received  but  a limited 
education.  He  started  out  in  life  as  a farmer,  and 
this  has  continued  to  be  his  principal  occupation 
ever  since.  He  was  occupied  for  a number  of 
years  in  the  stock-raising  business,  but  at  present 
be  is  engaged  in  the  saw-mill,  wool-carding,  grist- 
mill and  cotton-ginning  business,  being  one-half 
owner  of  the  celebrated  Epperson  Mills,  located  at 
Star  of  the  West,  Pike  County.  Mr.  Talbott  has 
been  twice  married;  first,  in  1874.  to  Miss  Nettie 
Duncan,  a native  of  Howard  County,  Ark.,  and 
the  daughter  of  Capt.  R.  L.  Duncan,  of  Centre 
Point,  Ark.  The  fruits  of  this  union  were  two 
children;  Bettie  Lorena  and  William  R.,  who  died 
in  1870.  Bettie  L.  is  living  with  her  father. 
Mrs.  Talbott  died  in  1870,  and  Mr.  Talbott  took 
for  his  second  wife  Miss  Bettie  Beene,  who  was 
born  in  Mississippi,  and  who  came  with  her  par- 
ents, Jesse  and  Matilda  Beene,  to  Arkansas,  in 
1800.  This  second  union  resulted  in  the  birth  of 
one  child,  which  died  while  young.  Mr.  Talbott  is 
a member  of  the  Masonic  fraternity,  which  he 
joined  in  1873.  and  he  and  wife  are  members  of 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  South.  In  poli- 
tics he  is  Democratic.  Besides  the  above  men- 
tioned enterprises  in  which  he  is  engaged,  he  is 
one  half  owner  in  the  Beene  A Talbott  store,  locat- 
ed at  Star  of  the  West,  which  carries  an  average 
stock  of  $3,000,  doing  a general  busiuess. 

W.  B.  Thomasson.  farmer.  Murfreesboro,  Ark. 
There  are  a number  of  men  prominently  identified 
with  the  agricultural  affairs  of  this  county,  but 
among  them  none  are  more  deserving  of  mention 
than  W.  B.  Thomasson,  who  was  born  in  York  Dis- 
trict, S.C.,  in  1823.  He  was  the  elder  of  two  children 
born  to  James  and  -J ane  l Barron)  Thomasson, natives 


' 


' 

. 

■ 

■ 


PIKE  COUNTY. 


341 


of  South  Carolina,  where  the  father  followed  agri- 
cultural pursuits.  The  mother  died  when  our  sub- 
ject was  an  infant,  and  the  father  died  in  Georgia, 
in  1832.  The  paternal  grandfather,  William  Thom- 
asson,  was  a native  of  North  Carolina, and  a soldier 
in  the  Revolutionary  War.  The  maternal  grand- 
father wras  a merchant  of  Ebenezerville,  made  a 
large  fortune,  and  died  in  1840.  W.  B.  Thorn- 
asson  was  reared  on  the  farm  until  fourteen 
years  of  age,  and  then  entered  school  at  Franklin, 
Ga. , where  he  remained  for  two  years.  After  this  he 
began  the  study  of  law,  was  admitted  to  the  bar 
when  but  nineteen  years  of  age,  under  a special 
act  of  the  Legislature,  and  at  ouce  began  the  prac- 
tice of  his  profession  in  the  town  of  Franklin.  In 
the  spring  of  1862  he  raised  a company  at  home, 
was  elected  captain,  and  soon  went  to  the  front, 
where  he  was  attached  to  the  Forty- first  Reg- 
iment Georgia  Infantry  and  was  in  the  battles  of 
Corinth,  Perryville,  Missionary  Ridge  and  in  the 
battles  of  Georgia,  siege  of  Vicksburg,  Jonesboro, 
on  the  Georgia  campaign,  and  at  Bentonville.  where 
the  last  gun  was  tired.  He  then  returned  to  Geor- 
gia and  resumed  the  practice  of  law.  In  1872  he 
came  to  Arkansas,  settled  in  Clark  County  for  three 
years  and  then  came  to  Pike  County,  where  he  has 
since  remained.  He  was  appointed  county  clerk, 
was  soon  after  elected  at  a special  election  and 
served  three  terms  in  succession.  He  practiced 
his  profession  for  a short  time  and  at  the  expira- 
of  his  term  of  office  returned  to  a farm  five  miles 
southeast  of  town,  wdiich  consisted  of  500  acres. 
He  now  has  700  acres,  of  which  110  acres  are  un- 
der cultivation,  and  he  is  rapidly  opening  more.  He 
has  erected  good  buildings,  planted  an  excellent 
orchard,  and  is  one  of  the  most  enterprising  farmers 
of  the  county.  He  was  married,  in  1847.  to  Miss 
Mary  Stewart,  a native  of  New  Jersey  and  the  fruits 
of  this  union  have  been  ten  children:  James  S.  ( mar- 
ried), Walter  (died  at  the  age  of  nineteen  years), 
Charles  (resides  at  Arkadelphia >,  Horace  J.  (mar- 
ried and  resides  on  the  farm  with  his  father).  W. 
B.  (resides  in  California),  Dr.  N.  T.  (a  physician 
at  Murfreesboro),  Anna  (wife  of  J.  A.  Holland,  re- 
sides in  California),  Joe,  Robert  and  Samuel  J. 
Mrs.  Thomasson  is  a member  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church.  South,  and  socially,  Mr.  Thom- 
asson is  a member  of  the  Masonic  fraternity.  Pike 
Lodge  No.  91. 

James  S.  Thomasson.  In  writing  the  biogra- 
phies of  prominent  citizens  of  Pike  County,  men- 
tion should  certainly  be  made  of  the  gentleman 
whose  name  heads  this  sketch.  His  father.  Will- 
iam B.  Thomasson,  was  born  in  1824,  in  South 
Carolina,  and  in  1847  was  united  in  marriage  at 


Summerville,  Ga.,  to  Miss  Mary  A.  Stewart,  a na- 
tive of  New  Jersey,  born  in  1827.  The  result  of 
this  union  was  the  birth  of  uiue  children — eight 
boys  and  one  girl — eight  of  whom  are  still  living, 
viz.:  James  S. , Walter  S.,  Horace  J.,  Charles  R. , 
William  B.,  Nicholas  T.,  Mary  A.  Joseph  B. . 
Robert  L.  and  Samuel  J.  Mr.  Thomasson  is  a 
lawyer  and  planter  by  occupation.  He  has  practiced 
law  for  thirty-three  years,  and  has  been  prominent- 
ly identified  with  the  interests  of  the  communities 
in  which  he  has  resided  at  various  times.  He  has 
served  as  clerk  of  Pike  County  for  eight  years.  He 
is  a Royal  Arch  Mason,  and  filled  all  the  principal 
offices  in  his  lodge  at  different  times.  During  the 
war  he  served  in  the  Confederate  army  as  captain 
of  Company  I,  Forty -first  Regiment.  Georgia  Vol- 
unteers. In  1872  he  emigrated  from  Georgia  to 
Arkansas,  locating  in  Clark  County,  where  he  re- 
sided three  years,  and  then  emigrated  to  Pike 
County,  where  he  is  still  living.  His  wife  is  a 
member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  South, 
The  immediate  subject  of  this  sketch  was  born  in 
Franklin,  Heard  County,  Ga. , on  April  21,  1848, 
where  he  was  reared  and  received  his  education. 
In  1864  he  ran  away  from  home  and  enlisted  in 
the  Confederate  service  in  Beall’s  battalion.  Mc- 
Coy’s brigade,  and  served  un'il  the  close  of  the 
war.  At  the  surrender  he  was  at  Doctortown,  Ga. , 
and  immediately  after  that  event  took  place  he  re- 
turned home  and  resumed  his  studies  at  school 
for  three  years.  November  15,  1874,  he  was  mar- 
ried to  Miss  Jane  C.  Waldrop,  a native  of  South 
Carolina,  and  to  this  union  have  been  born  eight 
children,  viz. : Laura,  Blanche,  Oscar.  Emily, 

Mary,  Hugh  and  Joseph.  The  eighth  child  died 
in  infancy.  Our  subject  is  a planter  by  occupa- 
tion. and  owns  400  acres  of  good  land,  with  eighty 
aeres  under  cultivation.  Mr.  Thomasson  has 
served  as  county  examiner  for  tw7o  years,  and  as 
county  surveyor  for  nine  years,  in  which  latter  ca- 
pacity he  is  still  serving.  He  is  actively  interested 
in  educational  and  religious  matters,  and  is  a good 
citizen.  Both  he  and  wife  are  members  of  the 
Baptist  Church. 

Dr.  N.  T.  Thomasson,  physician,  Murfreesboro, 
Ark.  In  presenting  in  this  work  brief  biograph- 
ical sketches  of  representative  citizens  of  the  coun- 
ty, among  those  in  the  medical  profession  is  very 
properly  given  a short  review  of  the  life  of  Dr. 
Thomasson,  and  of  his  identification  with  the  town 
of  Murfreesboro.  His  parents,  W.  B.  and  Mary 
A.  (Stewart)  Thomasson.  were  natives  of  South 
Carolina  and  New  Jersey,  respectively,  and  the  fa- 
ther was  a lawyer  by  profession.  He  moved  to 
Clark  County,  Ark.,  in  18  <3,  then  to  Pike  County 
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in  1S75,  and  in  1876  was  elected  circuit  clerk, 
which  position  he  tilled  in  an  able  and  satisfactory 
manner  for  seven  years.  He  has  now  retired  to 
his  farm,  live  miles  south  of  the  town.  Dr.  N.  T. 
Thomasson  was  reared  in  Georgia  until  fourteen 
years  of  age,  and  received  a good  practical  educa- 
tion in  the  common  schools.  He  came  with  his 
parents  to  Clark  County  in  1S73,  but  in  1875  went 
to  New  York,  and  attended  school  at  Watkins, 
where  he  remained  until  the  fall  of  1877.  He 
then  went  to  Michigan,  entered  Hope  College  at 
Holland,  where  he  remained  six  months,  and  then 
returned  to  Arkansas.  Here  he  at  once  began 
reading  medicine  under  Dr.  McKetchan,  and  after  a 
certain  length  of  time  he  went  to  Arkadelphia, 
where  he  was  in  a drug  store  until  the  spring  of 
1879.  In  the  fall  of  that  year  he  entered  the 
Medical  College  at  Little  Rock,  and  graduated  in 
March.  1881.  He  then  returned  to  Murfreesboro, 
and  at  once  began  the  practice  of  his  profession. 
He  was  married,  in  1885,  to  Miss  Mollie  Bryant, 
of  Bingen,  Hempstead  County,  Ark.,  and  to  them 
were  born  two  children — Annie  Pearl  and  May\ 
The  Doctor  has  gained  a widespread  reputation  as 
a faithful  and  skillful  practitioner,  and  as  a phys- 
ician and  personally  is  highly  esteemed. 

Prof.  Joseph  B.  Thomasson,  Murfreesboro,  Ark. 
This  prominent  and  very  successful  educator  is  a 
native  of  Heard  County,  Ga. , his  birth  occurring 
two  miles  west  of  Franklin.  September  3.  1862, 
and  is  the  son  of  W.  B.  and  Maryr  A.  (Stewart) 
Thomasson,  the  father  a native  of  South  Carolina, 
and  the  mother  of  New  Jersey.  Prof.  Joseph  B. 
Thomasson  was  the  eighth  of  ten  children,  and  was 
principally  reared  in  Arkansas,  receiving  his  edu- 
cation in  the  leading  schools  of  this  State.  This 
he  improved  very  materially,  by  individual  efforts, 
and  when  twenty  years  of  age,  started  out  in  life 
to  battle  for  himself.  He  first  engaged  in  the  mer- 
cantile,  business,  as  partner  in  the  store  of  Thomas- 
son & Bro. , at  Murfreesboro,  and  continued  thus 
engaged  for  five  years.  They  then  discontinued 
business,  and  since  that  time  the  Professor  has  been 
engaged  in  teaching  school.  He  has  been  very  suc- 
cessful in  this  profession,  and  is  considered  one  of 
the  best  educators  and  disciplinarians  in  the  county. 
He  is  young,  enterprising  and  energetic,  and  full 
of  that  push  and  perseverance  that  secure  success 
in  whatever  is  undertaken.  He  also  enjoys  the  re- 
spect and  esteem  of  the  entire  community  of  which 
he  is  a valued  and  honored  member.  In  connection 
with  teaching,  he  has  also  carried  on  farming,  but 
not  to  any  great  extent.  In  politics  he  affiliates 
with  the  Democratic  party,  and  takes  an  active  part 
in  all  political  matters.  He  served  a year  and  a 


half  as  post  master  of  Murfreesboro,  and  filled  that 
position  in  a very  satisfactory  manner.  He  also 
served  for  some  time  as  deputy  clerk  of  this  county. 
He  is  a liberal  supporter  of  all  laudable  public  en- 
terprises, aud  is  what  might  be  termed  a self-made 
man. 

John  B.  Thompson,  farmer,  Bingen,  Ark. 
Among  the  younger  agriculturists  of  this  town- 
ship, who  are  rapidly  coming  to  the  front  as  pro- 
gressive and  industrious  farmers  and  stock-raisers, 
we  can  not  fail  to  mention  Mr.  Thompson.  He  owes 
his  nativity  to  Bledsoe  County,  Tenn. , where  his 
birth  occurred  on  May  29,  1853,  and  is  the  third 
of  eight  children  born  to  William  and  Sarah  (Bry- 
ant) Thompson,  natives  of  Tennessee.  The  parents 
moved  to  this  State  and  settled  in  Pike  County  in 
1S58,  and  the  father,  wrho  was  a physician,  fol- 
lowed his  profession  for  some  time.  At  present 
he  is  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits.  John  B. 
Thompson  attained  his  growth  in  Pike  County, 


at  the  age  of  twenty-two  years,  followed  the  pre- 
cepts of  his  father,  whose  principal  occupation  has 
been  farming,  and  also  tilled  the  soil.  He  was 
married  about  the  same  time  to  Miss  Eliza  Power, 
a native  of  South  Carolina,  and  the  daughter  of  J. 
B.  and  Louisa  (Moore)  Power,  natives  also  of  South 
Carolina,  who  moved  to  Arkansas  in  1859.  Mr. 
Thompson  is  the  owner  of  230  acres  of  land,  with 
75  acres  under  cultivation,  and  is  one  of  the  wide- 
awake, enterprising  men  of  the  township.  His 
marriage  resulted  in  the  birth  of  nine  children,  all 
living  but  one:  Grab  J.,  Barnet  L.,  Lucy  E.,  John 
W.,  Sarah  L.,  Samuel  B. , Julia  J.,  and  Joseph  D. 
Mr.  Thompson  has  given  his  children  every  ad- 
vantage for  an  education,  and  is  quite  deeply  in- 
terested in  school  and  church  matters.  He  has 
been  school  director  in  Brewer  Township  for  six 
years.  He  is  an  active  worker  in  the  Methodist 
Protestant  Church,  and  his  wife  in  the  Baptist 
Church,  where  they  have  held  membership)  for  a 
number  of  years.  Mr.  Thompson  is  a member  of 
the  Wheel,  and  in  his  political  views  is  a Republi- 
can. although  not  an  active  one. 

George  W.  Trout,  farmer,  Cany  Fork,  Ark. 
Among  the  successful  agriculturists  of  Pike  County, 
whose  merits  are  such  as  to  entitle  them  to  repre- 
sentation in  the  present  work,  is  Mr.  George  A . 
Trout,  the  subject  of  this  sketch.  His  parents, 
W.  N.  and  Mary  A.  (Huffman)  Trout,  were  natives 
of  North  Carolina  and  Illinois,  respectively.  They 
were  married  in  Arkansas  and  became  the  parents 
of  two  children:  George  W.  and  John  H.  The 
father  was  a public-spirited  man  and  was  a Repub- 
lican in  his  political  views.  He  enlisted  in  the 
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late  war,  but  was  not  in  active  service.  He  was 
also  a member  of  the  Primitive  Baptist  Church, 
and  died  in  1S80,  but  the  mother  is  still  living,  and 
is  quite  advanced  in  years.  George  W.  Trout  was 
born  in  Clark  County.  Ark.,  January  24.  1800,  and 
was  reared  and  educated  in  this  State.  He  started 
out  in  life  for  himself  as  a farmer,  and  this  occu- 
pation has  continued  ever  since.  He  is  the  owner 
of  170  acres  of  land,  and  has  thirty-live  acres 
under  cultivation.  In  1884  his  nuptials  with  Miss 
Sarah  A.  Wright,  a native  of  Georgia,  born  in 
1857,  were  celebrated,  and  to  them  have  been  born 
three  children:  Wilson  N. , Mary  S.  and  William 
T.  Mr.  Trout  was  elected  director  in  1883,  and 
served  in  that  capacity  for  five  years.  He  is  a 
Republican  in  politics,  but  is  not  active  in  that 
respect.  He  and  Mrs.  Trout  are  members  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  South. 

Samuel  B.  Wall,  physician.  Missouri  Township, 
Pike  County,  first  saw  the  light  of  this  world  in 
Williamson  County,  Tenn. , April  2,  1842.  His 
parents.  John  and  Martha  Wall,  both  natives  of 
South  Carolina,  born  in  1800.  had  a family  of  ten 
children,  viz.:  Thomas,  C.  H. , Malinda,  James  M. , 
Robert  C.  (who  served  as  county  judge  for  Pulaski 
County  for  four  years),  Samuel  B.,  Simeon  Y.  (who 
is  president  of  the  Battle  Ground  College  at  Frank- 
lin, Tenn.)  The  rest  of  the  children  died  in  infancy. 
The  father  was  a planter  by  occupation,  and  was 
very  successful  in  his  calling.  He  was  a Royal 
Arch  Mason,  and  represented  his  lodge  in  the  grand 
lodge  several  times.  He  served  in  the  Mexican 
W ar  as  a private,  and  was  in  a battle  at  Buena  Vista; 
he  also  served  in  the  Florida  War,  as  a private  at 
its  commencement,  but  later  as  a captain.  He  also 
served  in  the  late  war  as  a major.  He  was  wound- 
ed at  Murfreesboro  by  a horse  falling  on  him  in  a 
ditch.  While  on  a trip  to  Mississippi  in  1872,  to 
sell  a farm,  he  was  taken  ill  and  died  at  Hollow 
Springs,  December  25.  of  the  same  year.  His  wife 
died  November  10,  1857.  Both  he  and  wife  were 
members  of  the  Cumberland  Presbyterian  Church. 
The  immediate  subject  of  this  sketch  received  his 
literary  education  at  Lebanon  College,  where  he 
received  a diploma,  and  attended  a medical  college 
at  Nashville,  Tenn. , and  after  his  graduation  at 
this  latter  place  he  enlisted  in  the  Confederate 
army,  serving  as  brigadier-sergeant  throughout  the 
war.  He  was  wounded  severely  several  times.  In 
the  first  battle  of  Bull  Run  he  was  shot  through 
both  thighs  and  both  calves;  at  Wilmington  his  big 
toe  was  shot  off;  at  Gettysburg  he  was  shot  through 
the  lungs,  and  while  crossing  the  Tennessee  River 
with  Hood’s  retreat,  he  was  wounded  quite  severely 
by  a shell.  At  the  close  of  the  war  he  returned  to 


his  home  in  Mississippi,  where  he  resumed  the 
practice  of  his  profession  for  six  years.  There, 
December  29,  1SG9,  he  married  Miss  Mattie  Gossip, 
a native  of  Mississippi,  born  in  1850,  who  bore  him 
four  children,  viz.  : Minnie  B.,  Ulah  M.  (deceased), 
James  G.  (deceased),  and  Walter  G.,  and  died 
August  2,  1880,  at  Aurora,  Madison  County,  Ark., 
where  she  is  buried.  May  19,  1881,  Dr.  Wall  was 
again  married  to  Miss  Lelia  A.  \\  ilson,  a native  of 
Mississippi,  born  November  6,  1801,  and  this  union 
has  been  blessed  in  the  birth  of  two  children: 
Willie  E.  (deceased)  and  Thomas  M.  Mr.  Wall 
has  been  practicing  his  profession  for  twenty-nine 
years,  and  has  built  up  a large  and  lucrative  prac- 
tice since  coming  to  Arkansas.  Mr.  Wall  is  a 
Mason,  and  both  he  and  wife  are  members  of  the 
Cumberland  Presbyterian  Church. 

John  C.  Warren,  farmer  and  justice  of  the 
peace  of  Thompson  Township,  Bingen,  Ark.  Mr. 
Warren  was  born  in  Tennessee  in  1S52,  to  the  mar- 
riage of  Felix  J.  and  Eliza  (Clark)  Warren,  natives 

1 of  that  State,  and  was  the  third  of  six  children. 
His  parents  resided  in  the  above  mentioned  State 
until  1860,  when  they  went  to  Texas,  and  after  a 
residence  there  of  four  years,  returned  to  Pike 
County,  Ark.,  where  they  have  since  made  their 
home.  John  C.  Warren  passed  his  boyhood  days 
in  assisting  on  the  farm,  and  in  attending  the  com- 
mon schools  of  the  county,  until  the  age  of  twenty- 
one  years,  when  he  began  farming  for  himself. 
He  was  married  in  1876  to  Miss  Bettie  Thompson, 
a native  of  Tennessee,  but  who  came  to  Arkansas 
in  her  infancy.  Mr.  Warren  bought  his  present 
farm  in  1879,  a fine  tract  of  120  acres,  with  50 
acres  under  cultivation,  and  on  this  he  has  erected 
good  buildings,  etc.  He  has  a good  orchard  of 
some  of  the  best  variety  of  peaches  in  the  locality, 
and  in  fact  has  as  good  a farm  as  is  to  be  had  in 
the  county.  His  land  yields  readily  1,200  pounds 
of  cotton,  and  about  30  bushels  of  corn.  He 
does  a general  farming,  principally  cotton,  and  is 
somewhat  engaged  in  stock-raising,  being  the  owner 
at  the  present  time  of  perhaps  the  best  colt  ever 
raised  in  the  county.  It  is  two  years  old,  fifteen 
hands  high  and  weighs  over  1.000  pounds.  It  took 
the  premium  at  the  Murfreesboro  stock  show.  Mr. 
Warren  has  been  quite  active  in  politics,  and  votes 
with  the  Democratic  party.  The  family  are  mem- 
bers of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  (Mr.  bar- 
ren having  been  a member  for  many  years),  and 
are  respected  and  esteemed  throughout  the  county. 
To  the  marriage  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Warren  were 
born  five  children,  all  of  whom  are  living— Morris, 

: Charles,  -Elbert,  Erma  and  Thomas  Otis.  Mr. 
Warren  is  a (rood  farmer  and  a careful  business  man. 
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John  Wagner  was  born  in  Germany  May  1, 
1825,  a sou  of  Andrew  and  Eve  (Anderson)  Wag- 
ner, both  natives  of  Germany,  the  father  born  in 
1790.  His  parents  had  a family  of  four  children: 
Rebecca,  Andrew,  John  and  Mike:  the  two  latter 
were  twins.  The  father  was  a farmer  by  occupa- 
tion, and  served  in  the  Russian  War;  he  was  a 
servant  of  King  William.  He  died  in  1855,  and 
his  wife  in  1825,  both  members  of  the  Russian 
Church.  The  immediate  subject  of  this  sketch  was 
born  and  educated  in  Germany,  receiving  a very 
liberal  schooling.  In  choosing  his  occupation  in 
life,  he  selected  the  baker’s  trade,  at  which  he  con- 
tinued for  three  years;  he  then  learned  the  weaver's 
trade,  and  in  1850  emigrated  to  the  United  States, 
coming  direct  to  Arkansas.  On  his  arrival  here 
he  had  but  §60.  In  1865  he  married  Miss  Mar- 
tha Fender,  a native  of  Arkansas,  by  whom  he  had 
six  children:  Andrew  (deceased).  Rosa.  Arto  M. , 
Willie,  and  two  who  died  in  infancy.  His  wife 
died,  and  he  afterward  married  Mrs.  Rebecca 
(Kelley)  Wagner,  daughter  of  Samuel  and  Rebecca 
Kelley,  who  bore  him  three  children,  Bismarck, 
Grant  (deceased)  and  Lilly  S.  Mr.  Wagner  is  one 
of  the  successful  farmers  of  Cany  Fork  Township. 
Pike  County,  where  he  owns  an  extensive  farm  of 
860  acres  of  land,  ISO  under  cultivation.  He  was 
engaged  in  the  mercantile  business  at  Murfreesboro 
for  twenty-two  years,  where  he  also  held  the 
offices  of  treasurer,  assessor  and  postmaster.  In 
1872  he  served  in  the  Legislature  of  his  State.  He 
and  wife  are  both  members  of  the  Church  of  Christ. 

Thomas  R.  Watson,  farmer.  Corinth.  Ark.  Of 
that  sturdy  and  independent  class,  the  farmers  of 
Arkansas,  none  are  possessed  of  more  genuine 
merit  and  a stronger  character  than  he  whose 
name  stands  at  the  head  of  this  article.  Mr. 
Watson  is  a native  of  Tennessee,  born  in  Bedford 
County,  November  20,  1843,  but  was  principally 
reared  in  Pike  County,  Ark.,  where  he  has  become 
well  and  favorably  known.  He  received  a limited 
education  in  this  State  on  account  of  the  breaking 
out  of  the  war,  and  in  1862  he  enlisted  as  a pri- 
vate in  the  Confederate  Army.  Company  C.  Nine- 
teenth Arkansas  Regiment,  under  Capt.  Watson, 
and  was  in  the  battles  of  Chickamauga.  New  Hope 
Church,  and  others.  He  was  wounded  at  Chicka 
manga,  and  this  kept  him  from  the  field  for  two 
months.  After  recovering,  he  was  in  the  Georgia 
campaign,  was  at  the  battle  of  Arkansas  Post,  at 
which  he  was  captured,  and  taken  to  Camp 
Douglas,  Chicago,  where  he  was  retained  for  three 
months.  In  1863  he  was  exchanged.  After  ces- 
sation of  hostilities,  he  returned  to  his  home  in 
Arkansas,  followed  the  carpenter’s  trade  for  some 


time,  but  at  present  is  engaged  in  cultivating  the 
soil.  He  is  the  owner  of  200  acres  of  land,  and 
has  150  acres  under  cultivation,  which  yield  about 
twenty  bushels  of  corn  or  one-third  of  a bale  of 
cotton  to  the  acre.  Mr.  Watson  was  married,  in 
1868,  to  Miss  Nancy  F.  Bacon,  a native  of  Arkansas, 
and  the  daughter  of  W.  T.  and  Elizabeth  (Melvin) 
Bacon,  both  natives  of  Tennessee.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Bacon  settled  in  this  county  when  it  was  in  its  in- 
fancy. and  raised  a large  family.  Mr.  Bacon  died 
in  1871,  at  the  age  of  fifty-four  years,  but  the 
mother  is  still  living,  and  is  seventy- five  years  of  age. 
To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Watson  have  been  born  nine 
children,  all  living:  James  T.,  David  M. , John  H.. 
Charles  R.,  Margaret  J.,  Walter  S.,  Susan  51., 
Thomas  W.  and  Julia  F.  Mr.  Watson  has  on  his 
farm  a cotton  gin,  on  which  he  does  public  work, 
and  gins  three  bales  per  day.  He  is  a liberal  sup- 
porter of  all  public  enterprises  of  a laudable 
character,  but  he  takes  no  interest  in  politics. 
He  and  wife  and  most  of  the  children  are  members 
of  the  Church  of  Christ.  He  was  the  sixth  of  seven 
children  born  to  Walter  and  Margaret  (Jones) 
Watson,  natives  of  South  Carolina  and  Tennessee, 
respectively.  The  parents  resided  in  the  last- 
named  State  until  the  father’s  death,  which 
occurred  in  1846,  at  the  age  of  thirty  six  years. 
The  mother  then  moved  with  the  family  to  Ar- 
kansas. 

Dr.  Willis  S.  Watson,  a highly  respected  resident 
of  Pike  County,  Ark.,  was  born  in  Dallas  County, 
Ark.,  June  15,  1855.  His  father,  Rev.  Benjamin 
Watson,  was  born  in  Nansemond  County.  5 a., 
April  10,  1810,  and  is  now  one  of  the  oldest  min- 
isters in  the  State,  and  a man  of  high  intellectual 
endowments.  At  the  age  of  eighteen  he  joined 
the  ATrginia  Conference;  from  thence,  transferred 
to  the  North  Carolina  Conference.  In  1835  he  was 
married  to  Miss  Winifred  T.  5Villiams,  the  daugh- 
ter of  an  eminent  physician  of  Halifax  County. 
He  was  transferred  to  the  Tennessee  Conference  iu 
1837.  In  1849  was  appointed  president  of  Soules- 
bury  Institute,  which  place  he  well  tilled  until  lSo2. 
Then  he  took  charge  of  the  Tulip  Female  Seminary, 
that  o-ave  to  the  State  manv  educated  women.  He 
now  resides  in  Jefferson  County,  still  preaches 
with  force,  and  is  much  beloved  by  many.  The 
mother  of  Dr.  5Vatson  was  a beautiful  woman, 
widely  admired  for  Christian  integrity,  and  sweet- 
ness of  disposition.  Dr.  5Vatson  received  a good 
English  education  in  the  common  schools.  He 
began  the  studv  of  medicine  in  1876;  entered  the 
Missouri  Medical  College  in  1879  and  1880;  took 
a graduating  course  in  1881  and  1882,  in  the  same 
school.  He  commenced  practicing  at  his  present 
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place  in  1880,  and  is  one  of  the  leading  physicians 
in  the  county.  He  owns  seventy-live  acres  of  land, 
with  thirty  acres  under  cultivation.  The  Doctor 
was  married,  in  1883,  to  Miss  Mary  E.  Palmer,  the 
accomplished  daughter  of  A.  H.  and  M.  E. 
(Phillips)  Palmer,  the  father  a native  of  Georgia, 
the  mother  of  Alabama.  Mr.  Palmer  settled  in 
Columbia  County  in  I860.  and  now  resides  at  Rock 
Creek,  Ark.  Dr.  Watson  has  three  children:  Mat- 
tie  W.,  Annie  E.  and  Gussie  D.  Dr.  Watson  is  a 
true  Democrat,  and  takes  an  active  part  in  polit- 
ical affairs.  He  is  a liberal  supporter  of  all  worthy 
enterprises.  He  and  wife  are  members  of  the 
i Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  South,  and  the  good 
people  of  his  county  esteem  him  highly  as  a hard- 
working man,  true  to  his  country’s  interest,  and 
deeply  imbued  with  an  honorable  professional 
courtesy. 

Caswell  B.  Willett,  farmer,  Murfreesboro, 
Ark.  Mr.  Willett  is  recognized  as  a careful', 
energetic  agriculturist  of  this  community,  and  by 
his  advanced  ideas  and  progressive  habits  has 
done  no  little  for  the  farming  interests  hereabouts. 
Originally  from  Chatham  County,  N.  C. . where  his 
birth  occurred  on  June  10,  1830,  he  is  the  seventh 
of  twelve  children  born  to  Charles  and  E E. 
(Thomas)  Willett,  both  of  whom  were  natives  of 
Chatham  County,  N.  C.  The  parents  left  that 
county  and  moved  to  Monroe  County,  Ga. , in 
1833,  and  there  passed  the  remainder  of  their  days, 
the  mother  dying  in  1840,  and  the  father  in  1866, 
at  the  age  of  sixty-six  years.  The  father  was  a 
man  of  prominence,  and  at  different  times  was 
engaged  in  various  occupations,  which  brought  him 
in  considerable  wealth.  CaswTell  B.  "Willett  was 
reared  in  Georgia,  and  received  but  a limited  edu- 
cation in  the  common  schools.  After  the  death  of 
his  mother,  which  occurred  when  he  was  but  a 
small  child,  he  was  taken  by  his  grandmother  and 
an  uncle,  with  whom  he  remained  until  grown.  At 
the  age  of  twenty  years  he  commenced  working 
for  himself  as  a farmer,  and  was  married,  first,  in 
1850,  to  Miss  Emeline  Martin,  a native  of  Geor- 
gia, and  the  daughter  of  Henry  Martin,  who  was 
born  in  South  Carolina.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  "Willett 
were  born  nine  children,  seven  now  living,  and  all 
residing  in  Pike  County:  Charley  H. , Louisa  F., 
Fannie,  Robert  C.,  William  S.,  Emeline  and  An- 
cil  G.  All  these  children  are  married,  w:ith  the 
exception  of  William  S.  and  Ancil  G.,  the  former 
of  whom  is  living  near  Murfreesboro,  and  the  lat- 
ter with  the  father.  Louisa  F.  was  married,  in 
1874,  to  F.  P.  Hughes,  a successful  farmer  of 
Pike  County;  Fannie  married,  in  1881.  Mr.  J. 
M . West,  a farmer  of  this  county,  and  Emeline 


married,  in  1884,  C.  A.  Watson,  a farmer  of  this 
county.  Mrs.  Willett  died  on  July  26,  1866,  and 
Mr.  Willett  was  married,  in  1870,  to  Miss  Mary 
A.  Kolb,  a native  of  Georgia,  and  the  daughter  of 
Harmon  Kolb.  This  marriage  resulted  in  the  birth 
of  one  child,  EdgarS.,  who  is  residing  with  his 
parents.  During  the  late  war,  Mr.  Willett  enlisted 
as  a private  in  the  Confederate  army  in  July,  1862, 
and  was  in  the  Chatham  Flying  Artillery.  He  was 
discharged  on  the  6th  of  December  of  the  same 
year,  on  account  of  physical  disability.  In  18154 
he  enlisted  in  Capt.  Sharp's  battalion,  in  which  he 
served  until  the  close  of  the  war.  He  was  in  numer- 
ous skirmishes,  although  in  no  general  engagements. 
In  1877  he  moved  from  Georgia  to  Howard  Coun- 
ty, Ark.,  and  settled  permanently  in  Pike  County 
in  1878.  There  he  now  resides  on  his  farm  of 
200  acres,  sixty-five  acres  under  cultivation,  and 
his  principal  crops  are  corn  and  cotton.  Mr.  Will- 
ett is  a member  of  the  Farmers’  Union,  which  he 
joined  in  1889,  and  of  which  he  is  president.  He 
was  first  elected  school  director  in  1883,  and  has 
since  served  with  the  exception  of  1884  and  1886, 
when  he  filled  the  position  of  justice  of  the  peace. 
He  is  a Democrat,  but  is  not  active  politically.  He 
and  Mrs.  Willett  are  members  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  South. 

Willie  W.  Wilson,  farmer,  Wilson.  Ark.  This 
prominent  agriculturist  was  born  in  Talladega 
County,  Ala..  February  14,  1859,  and  is  the  son  of 
A.  F.  Wilson  and  Mary  F.  (Phillips)  Wilson, 
natives  of  Jasper  County,  Ga.,  and  Alabama, 
respectively.  The  parents  were  married  in  Ala- 
bama, but  later  moved  to  Arkansas,  where  the 
father  filled  many  positions  of  trust.  He  was 
peace  officer  in  Talladega  County,  Ark.,  for  a num- 
ber of  years,  also  served  as  sheriff  of  Pike  County 
one  term,  and  served  as  magistrate  of  this  town- 
ship for  some  time.  He  is  a member  of  the 
Masonic  fraternity,  and  he  and  wife  are  quite 
active  in  religious  matters.  Of  the  seven  children 
born  to  their  marriage  all  are  living,  and  Willie  W. 
is  second  in  order  of  birth.  The  latter  was  princi- 
pally reared  in  Arkansas,  whither  he  had  come  with 
his  parents  in  1871.  and  he  received  a good  English 
education,  having  attended  the  academy  at  Murfrees- 
boro, also  the  Arkansas  Industrial  University  at 
Fayetteville,  Ark.  He  began  for  himself  as  deputy 
sheriff  of  Pike  County,  in  which  capacity  he  served 
for  five  years,  and  he  afterward  engaged  in  teach- 
ing school.  He  was  married,  in  18  <5.  to  Miss 
Laura  Biggs,  a native  of  Clark  County,  Ark. . and 
the  daughter  of  Dr.  Johu  F.  Biggs,  who  is  one  of 
the  prominent  practitioners  of  the  count) , and  a 
man  well  posted  in  the  political  affairs  of  the  State. 
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I To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wilson  have  been  born  two  chil- 
dren: Joseph  Bigg*  and  Forrest  W.  Mr.  Wilson 
is  a Democrat,  and  is  quite  active  in  politics.  He 
is  a member  of  the  Missionary  Baptist  Church, 
which  he  joined  in  1882  at  Rock  Creek,  and  takes 
a great  deal  of  interest  in  Sabbath  schools.  He  is 
a liberal  supporter  of  all  laudable  enterprises,  and 
a man  much  esteemed  and  respected  throughout 
the  county.  Since  his  marriage  Mr.  Wilson  has 
been  engaged  in  farming,  is  the  owner  of  120 
acres  of  land,  with  fifty  acres  under  cultivation. 

William  J.  White,  merchant,  Nathan.  Ark. 
This  prominent  business  man  is  a native  born  citi- 
zen of  this  county,  his  birth  occurring  March  17, 
I860,  and  is  the  sixth  and  last  child  born  to  the 
marriage  of  Pleasant  and  Nancy  A.  (Rose)  White, 
natives  of  Tennessee  and  Arkansas,  respectively. 
The  father  left  his  native  State  in  1829,  emigrated 
to  Pike  County,  Ark.,  and  here  he  has  resided 
ever  since.  Of  the  six  children  born  to  his  mar- 
riage only  two  are  now  living,  our  subject  and  a 
sister,  Mrs.  N.  L.  Jones,  who  is  residing  in  Quanah, 
Hardeman  County,  Tex.  William  J.  White  was 
reared  in  this  county,  and  received  a good  English 
education  in  the  common  schools.  At  the  age  of 
nineteen  years  he  started  out  to  light  life’s  battles 
for  himself  and  engaged  in  the  milling  business, 
which  he  has  since  carried  on.  His  machinery  was 
put  up  at  a cost  of  §2,500.  Mr.  White  is  also 
engaged  in  merchandising,  and  is  doing  a good 
| business  of  §8.000  per  year.  He  carries  an  aver- 
age stock  of  §2,000,  sells  on  time  and  makes  close 
collections.  He  is  also  the  owner  of  a farm  of 
115  acres,  with  about  fifty  acres  under  cultivation, 
from  which  he  always  gathers  an  average  crop. 
He  was  married,  in  1888.  to  Miss  Mary  M.  Fergu- 
son, a native  of  Howard  County,  Ark.,  and  the 
daughter  of  F.  M.  and  Lucy  (Merrill)  Ferguson, 
who  are  an  old  and  respected  family  of  Howard 
| County.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  White  have  been  born 
one  child,  Ella  May.  Mr.  White  is  at  present 
| postmaster  at  Nathan,  and  discharges  the  duties  of 
| that  office  in  a highly  satisfactory  manner.  He  is 
I a member  of  the  Christian  Church.  Mrs.  White 
j is  a member  of  the  Missionary  Baptist  Church. 


John  M.  White,  a planter  of  Pike  County,  was 
born  in  Upson  County,  Ga. , May  21,  1833.  His 
father  was  born  in  Georgia,  in  1813,  and  married 
Mi  ss  Lucinda  Moran,  also  a native  of  Georgia,  by 
whom  he  had  three  children,  viz.  : Marion  (who 
married  Callie  Hay),  Martha  J.  (who  married  J:  J. 
Hughes),  and  John  M.  Mrs.  White  died  in  1840. 
a member  of  the  Primitive  Baptist  Church.  Mr. 
White  was  afterward  united  in  marriage  to  Miss 
Rebecca  Moran,  a sister  of  his  dead  wife.  This 
uuion  was  blessed  with  five  children,  viz.  : Nancy 
G.,  Prudence  A.,  William  L.  and  Bathenia.  In 
1877  Mr.  White  emigrated  from  Alabama  to  Ar- 
kansas, locating  where  his  sou,  the  subject  of 
this  sketch,  now  lives,  and  resided  there  until  bis 
death,  which  occurred  May  20,  1889.  Mr.  White 
always  took  a deep  interest  in  all  worthy  enter- 
prises, and  both  he  and  wife  were  members  of  the 
Primitive  Baptist  Church.  The  latter  still  survives. 
Politically,  Mr.  White  was  an  ardent  Democrat, 
and  took  an  active  interest  in  the  politics  of  his 
county.  The  immediate  subject  of  this  sketch  was 
educated  in  Alabama,  receiving  a fair  education  at 
the  common  country  schools.  He  chose  farming 
as  his  occupation  in  life,  and  in  1800  purchased 
100 1 acres  of  land,  and  then  married  Miss  Lemanda 
Hughes,  a native  of  Georgia.  To  this  union  have 
been  born  seven  children,  viz.:  William  D..  Ada- 
line  D.,  Lucinda,  Marion  F.,  James  B.,  John  L. 
and  Dora.  Mr.  White  has  been  very  successful  in 
his  occupation,  and  now  owns  a well-stocked  farm 
of  140  acres  of  good  land,  with  seventy  acres  under 
an  excellent  state  of  cultivation.  He  served  in  the 
late  war.  entering  the  Confederate  army  in  1802, 
under  Gen.  Lee,  in  Company  F,  Forty-seventh  Ala- 
bama Regiment,  and  served  in  manv  hard  fought  bat- 
ties,  among  the  principle  ones  being:  Cedar  Run. 
Manassas,  Chattanooga.  Wilderness,  Richmond  and 
Appomattox  and  Gettysburg.  At  the  time  of  the 
surrender  he  was  at  home  on  a furlough,  and  he 
then  resumed  farming.  He  and  wife  are  both 
members  of  the  Primitive  Baptist  Church,  in  which 
they  are  earnest  workers.  Mr.  White  is  actively 
concerned  in  forwarding  the  interests  of  his  com- 
munity. 
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Lafayette  County— Formation— Early  Officials — Coukt-iiouse— Representation— List  of  Offi- 
cers—Boundary— Financial  Showing— Valuation— Population— Political— Territo- 
rial Judges— Circuits— Court  Affairs— Before  the  War— Early  Inhabit- 
ants— Pioneer  Topics— War  and  Reconstruction  Days— The  New 
Awakening— Railway's  and  Towns — Lewisville— Minis- 
ters and  Teachers— Lafayette’s  Boundless 
Resources— Private  Records. 

Thus  from  the  time  we  first  begin  to  know 

We  live  and  learn,  but  not  the  wiser  grow. — Pomfret. 


years  after  Little  Rock  be- 
r-f,.  came  t lie  capital  of  Arkansas 
Territory,  the  Fifth  Legislat- 
ure. representing  thirteen 
counties,  held  a session  from 
October  1,  1827,  to  October 
31.  D.  T.  Witter  was  presi- 
dent and  T.  W.  Newton  sec- 
retary of  the  council,  and  the 
speaker  and  clerk  of  the  House 
were,  respectively,  A.  H.  Sevier  and 
Andrew  Roane.  On  the  15th  of 
the  month  they  carved  out  a new 
county  on  the  Louisiana  and  Texas 
lines,  covering  the  present  counties 
of  Lafayette,  Miller  and  a good 
share  of  Columbia,  and  named  it  in 
honor  of  the  great  Frenchman. 

The  new  county  organized  the 
same  year  with  Jesse  Douglass  as 
clerk;  Joshua  Morrison,  sheriff;  J. 
W.  W ard,  coroner,  and  J.-T.  Conway,  surveyor. 
The  first  judge  of  which  information  can  be  found 
was  Jacob  Buzzard,  who  served  from  1829  to  1830, 
and  during  whose  administration  no  records  or 

O 

county  seat  seems  to  have  been  required.  His 
successor,  E.  M.  Lowe,  serving  from  1830  to 
1 8 10,  left  records  beginning  at  the  earliest  dater 
thus:  “August  term.  At  a county  court  begun 
and  held  at  the  Cut-Off  on  Reed  (lied)  River  at 


the  house  prepared  for  the  reception  of  the  court, 
which  commenced  on  the  0th  day  of  August,  1838, 
present,  E.  M.  Lowe,  chief  justice,  and  John 
Waggoner  and  Benj.  King,  two  justices  of  the 
peace.”  Here  follows  a petition  for  a road  from 
Moss’  bridge  to  the  Louisiana  line,  saving:  ‘‘The 
county  is  settling  up  very  fast  in  that  section.” 
They  wanted  H.  M.  LeMay,  Jacob  Waggoner  and 
L.  B.  Fort  to  be  viewers.  A ferry  license  was 
issued  to  parties  at  Long  Prairie,  on  Red  River. 

The  court-house  was  a log  one,  for  a long  time, 
on  the  Wright  place  on  Chickinniny  Prairie,  where 
the  logs  could  still  be  seen  until  very  recently. 
About  1840  Lewis  B.  Fort,  who  had  entered  the 
site,  sold  it  to  J.  N.  Wilson,  the  father  of  W.  H. 
Wilson,  and  the  latter*  gave  it  for  a new  county 
seat,  which  was  to  be  named  in  honor  of  Mr. 
Fort — Lewisville.  In  1842  the  present  brick  court- 
house was  completed  at  a cost  of  probably  §4,000, 
and  was  the  only  brick  in  the  entire  county.  It  is 
thus  seen  to  be  almost  a half  century  old,  and  its 
walls,  sitting  on  the  crossing  of  two  roads  have 
looked  down  on  the  quaint  old  buildings  about  the 
square,  and  down  the  four  shaded  streets  all  these 
years.  A jail  was  also  built  later  on  and  still 
serves  the  unlucky  prisoner.  New  Lewisville  and 
Canfield  are  now  clamoring  for  the  county  seat, 
and  the  people  will  decide  the  matter  by  vote  on 
August  2b,  1890.  New  Lewisville  contidentlv  left 


* As  remembered  by  Mr.  W.  II.  Wilson,  of  Lewisville. 
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a square  iu  the  center  of  her  plat  for  the  new 
court-house. 

The  new  county  was  represented  in  the  next  Leg- 
islature by  Jesse  Douglass,  in  Council,  and  James 
Burnsides,  Representative  in  1829.  Others  from 
her  own  citizens  since  are:  Jesse  Douglass,  Coun- 
cil, 183.1;  G.  G.  Duty,  Council,  and  Jacob  Buz- 
zard, House,  1833;  James  Trigg,  House,  1S3S;  51. 
Wright,  House,  1840:  James  E.  Nott.  House,  1842, 
John  O.  Hightower.  House.  1844;  James  Abraham, 
House,  1840;  D.  H.  Dickson,  House,  1848:  S.  51c- 
Kneely,  Senate,  and  Yal  Sevier,  House,  1851:  J. 
H.  Carruthers,  House,  1853;  Alex.  Byrne.  House, 
1855;  Lewis  B.  Fort.  House,  1857;  E.  A.  Murphy, 
House,  1859:  R.  P.  Crowell,  House.  1861:  A.  5L 
McCollum,  House,  1802:  J.  C.  Hall,  House,  1804; 
Alex.  Byrne,  House  in  the  Confederate  Legislature 
at  Washington,  Ark.,  1804;  J.  S.  French.  House, 
1807;  A.  T.  Carroll  and  M.  Hawkins,  House.  1808, 
first  colored  Representatives;  J.  Torrans,  Senate, 
and  Thomas  Orr,  House,  1871:  J.  Torrans.  Senate, 
aud  M.  D.  Kent,  A.  M.  Merrick  and  M.  Hawkins. 
House,  1S73:  J.  Torrans,  Senate,  and  J.  B.  Bur- 
ton and  51.  Hawkins,  House,  1874,  the  Baxter  ses- 
sion; J.  G.  Johnson,  Senate,  and  Thomas  Orr, 
House,  1874;  L.  T.  Waller,  House,  1881;  L.  T. 
Waller,  Senate,  and  51.  51.  Murray,  House.  1883; 
L.  T.  Waller,  Senate,  and  J.  B.  Brooks.  House, 
1SS5;  D.  L.  King,  House,  1887,  and  W.  H.  King, 
House,  1889. 

In  the  Constitutional  Convention.  Lafayette  was 
represented  by  Josiah  N.  Wilson,  1830;  W.  P. 
Cryer,  1801 ; A.  51.  5Ierrick  and  51.  Hawkins. 
1S6S,  and  Y.  Y.  Smith  in  1874. 

The  county  judges  succeeding  5Ir.  Lowe  have 
been:  L.  B.  Fort.  1840-42;  John  Steel,  1842-44; 
James  Trigg,  1844-50:  E.  A.  5Iurphy,  1850-54; 
J.  J.  Battle,  1854-56;  G.  W.  Harris,  iS50— 58 : J. 

D.  Herndon,  1858—60;  E.  R.  Dodd.  1800—08:  E. 
A.  51urphv,  1808-72  aud  1874-76;  W.  X.  Strick- 
lin, 1870-78;  R.  B.  Ford,  1878-80:  W.  N.  Strick- 
lin, 1880-82;  G.  H.  Thompson.  1882-84;  W.  N. 
Stricklin,  1884-86,  and  R.  H.  Howell.  1880-90. 

The  clerks  following  5Ir.  Douglass  were:  W. 

E.  Hodges,  1829-30;  J.  Douglass,  1830-33:  W.  B. 
Conway.  1833-35:  W.  H.  Conway,  1835-38;  R.  F. 
Sullivan,  1838—42 ; J.  Douglass,  1842-40:  Alex. 
Byrne,  1840-52;  J.  51.  5Iontgomerv,  1852-68;  Y. 
Y.  Smith,  1808-72;  Henry  5Ioore,  1872-SO:  B.  P. 
Wheat,  1880-80;  Y.  Y.  Smith  (contested,  1886-88; 
and  W.  L.  Cornevey,  1888-90. 

Sheriffs — J.  5Iorrison,  1827-30;  B.  D.  Jett. 
1830-32;  George  Doolev.  1832-38:  J.  Abrams,  1838- 
42;  A.  C.  Owens,  1842-46;  W.  P.  Cryer.  1840-48; 
A.  C.  Owens,  1848-50;  J.  S.  French.  1850-50;  F. 


51.  Waldrip,  1856-00;  E.  B.  Steel,  1S00-0S;  T.  51. 
Drewry,  1808-71;  R.  L.  Starks,  1871-72;  G.  H. 
Thompson,  1872-78:  D.  L.  King.  1878-80;  G.  IV. 
Dobson,  18S0-S4;  W.  L.  Cornevey,  1884-88;  and 
R.  C.  51.  Le5Iav,  1888-90. 

Treasurers — Thomas  Brooks,  1836-38 ; 51.  Cryer. 
1838-40;  E.  L.  Strange.  1.840-42;  H.  51.  Le51av, 
1842-52;  T.  Brooks,  1852-50:  J.  L.  Howard, 
1850-58;  J.  J.  Dood,  1858—60;  J.  S.  French, 
1800-62;  J.  51.  Strikey.  1802-68;  J.  L.  5IcDonald, 
1808-72;  Hattie  Butler,  1872-74;  Aaron  Lomax, 
1874-78;  .J.  51.  Norwood,  1878-82:  J.  B.  Ford, 
1882-84;  J.  P.  Youmaus,  1884-86:  A.  N.  Lee, 
1886-88;  51.  P.  Sewell,  1888-90. 

Coroners— J.  W.  Ward,  1S27-29;  George  Doo- 
ley. 1829-32;  J.  51.  Dorr,  1832-35;  T.  Y.  Jackson,' 
1835-36;  B.  Fuller,  1836-38;  H.  G.  Doolev.  183S- 
42;  G.  D.  Perry,  1842-44;  S.  L.  Higgs,  1844-46: 

F.  S.  Warner,  1840-48;  W.  11.  Dillard.  1848-50; 
N.  P.  Hobson,  1850-52;  D.  T.  Allen,  1852-54;  J. 
Waggoner,  1854-50;  J.  W.  5Iorris,  1850-58;  T. 
P.  Arnold,  185S-62;  G.  W.  Russell,  1862-66;  W. 
B.  5Iontgomery,  1860-0S;  G.  H.  Fort,  1868-72; 
J.  W.  Goodson,  1872-74;  T.  51.  Porter,  1874-76; 
W.  T.  Davis,  1870-78;  51.  Haynes,  1878-80;  E.  A. 
Johnson,  1880-82;  Squire  Grant,  1882-84;  Louis 
Grant,  1884-86;  W.  J.  5Iassev,  1SS6-88;  and  A. 
J.  Price,  18SS-90. 

Surveyors — J.  T.  Conway,  1827-30;  Jeff.  5Iil- 
am.  1830-32;  J.  P.  Jett,  1832-35;  G.  H.  Pickering, 
1835-36;  J.  51.  5Iiller,  1836-38;  D.  A.  Sullivan, 
1838-40;  51.  5Ioore.  1840-42;  W.  W.  Wvnn,  1842- 
46;  W.  Click.  1846-48;  5Y.  A.  Fort.  1848-50;  J. 
A.  Strahan,  1850-52;  A.  R.  Burks,  1852-54;  R.  P. 
Crowell,  1854-56;  51.  Bryant,  1850-58;  R.  A. 
Strickland,  1858-00;  51.  A.  Bryant,  1800-62;  51. 
Bryant,  1862-64;  51.  A.  Bryant,  1864-06;  J.  H. 
LeMay,  1800-72;  Thomas  Orr,  1872-74;  51.  A. 
Bryant,  1874-76;  B.  F.  Avery,  1870-S0:  W.  H. 
Featherston,  1SS0-S8;  and  J.  B.  Dooley,  1888-90. 

Assessors — E.  B.  Steel,  1860-04 : C.  J.  Steel, 
1864-00:  C.  51.  Norwood,  1860-08:  E.  A.  Wilson, 
1808-70;  W.  W.  Tatum,  1870-72;  W.  H.  Harper, 
1872  to  51  ay,  1874;  51.  E.  Hawkins,  5ray.  1874;  Y. 
Wallace,  1874-70;  G.  W.  Dobson,  1870-78;  J.  51. 
Powell,  1878-80;  R.  S.  Thurston,  1880-82;  C.  J. 
Steel,  1882-84;  J.  W.  Connar,  1S84-S0;  W.  J. 
Grimmett,  1886-88;  and  J.  H.  Hamiter,  1888-90. 

In  1852,  Columbia,  and  in  1874.  51 iller  Coun- 
ties were  cutoff  from  Lafayette,  and  “she  fell  be- 
low the  standard  size  of  counties,”  says  Capt.  \\  . 
P.  Parks,  “and  a special  act  was  necessary  to  eu- 
able  her  to  continue  as  one.”  Changes  have  been 
made  in  townships  until  the  list  now  stands:  La- 

grange, Steele,  5Iars  Hill.  Baker.  Walker  Creek, 
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Roane,  French,  Conway,  Douglass  and  Boyd.  She 
has  never  been  bonded,  except  for  about  §800  early 
in  the  eighties,  and  has  not  yet  invested  in  a county 
farm.  Her  finances  showed  on  June  30,  1890: 
§9,214.73  receipts;  §6,804.99  disbursements;  and 
§5,110.30.  in  outstanding  debts.  In  18S9  the 
funds  and  taxes  were:  §5,469.81,  district  school 

tax;  §1,420, poll  tax;  §2,235. 10.  general  State  school 
tax,  and  an  equal  amount  for  State  purposes;  Sl.- 
llT. 55,  sinking  fund;  §5,587.75.  general  county 
tax;  $232.68  for  New  Lewisville’s  tax.  The  gen- 
eral assessment  was:  261.674.92  acres  at  $561,790; 
town  property  at  §44,950;  railway  property  at 
§251,770;  1,420  polls;  1,175  horses,  at  §37,299; 
694  mules  and  asses  at  §36.300;  5,829  neat  cattle 
at §34,252;  547  sheep  at  §613;  6,SS2  hogs  at  §7,038; 
536  carriages  at  §10,307 ; 158  watches  at  §3,716; 
20  pianos  at  §2,326;  general  merchandise  at  §29,- 
550;  manufactured  stuff  at  §17,600;  moneys,  etc., 
§19,953;  bonds,  etc.,  §250;  other  property,  §59,836; 
total,  §1,117,550,  on  which  $18,297.99  in  taxes 
was  levied. 

The  population  in  1830,  was  74S;  in  1840,  was 
2,200;  in  1850,  was  5,220;  in  1800,  was  8.464;  in 
1870,  was  9.139;  in  1880,  was  5.730,  and  in  1890, 
is  estimated  at  8,000,  nearly.  Of  these.  4,318  were 
colored,  in  1860;  5,158  in  1870,  over  half;  and 
3,614  in  18S0,  still  over  half.  The  foreign  born  in 
1870,  were  only  27,  and  28  in  1S80.  The  vote  for 
President  in  1888,  was  473  Republican.  304  Demo- 
crat, and  61  Union  Labor  votes,  and  has  been  Re- 
publican chiefly  since  reconstruction  days,  on  ac- 
count of  the  large  colored  population.  The  Dem- 
ocrats sometimes  succeed,  however. 

In  societies,  the  county  has  had  the  Agricult- 
ural Wheel,  and  Farmers’  Alliance,  but  neither 
seemed  to  possess  much  vigor. 

The  highways  nearly  all  center  at  Lewisville, 
there  being  roads  from  there  to  Shreveport.  Cam- 
den, Hope,  Minden  and  Texarkana,  with  branches, 
among  which  is  the  Long  Prairie  and  Spring  Bank 
road.  On  these  are  six  county  bridges  on  Bod- 
caw,  Walker  and  Menise  Bayous  and  Crabtree  Lake. 

When  Lafayette  County  began  her  career  in 
territorial  days,  one  of  the  judges  of  the  superior 
court  presided  over  her  trials.  The  very  first  rec- 
ord explains  it  thus:  “ July  term.  1828,  Territory 
of  Arkansas:  At  a circuit  court  begun  and  held  at 
the  dwelliug-house  of  Joshua  Morrison,  in  Chiek- 
inniny  Prairie,  in  the  county  of  Lafayette  and  ter- 
ritory aforesaid,  on  Monday  the  21st  day  of  July, 
A.  D.  1828,  being  the  third  Monday  in  said  month, 
present,  the  Hon.  William  Trimble,  one  of  the 
judges  of  the  Superior  Court  of  said  territory,  as- 
signed by  an  act  of  the  General  Assembly  thereof. 
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approved  on  the  24th  day  of  October,  1827,  to  hold 
the  circuit  courts  in  the  several  counties  compris- 
ing the  First  Judicial  Circuit  in  said  territory,  of 
which  the  county  of  Lafayette  is  one.” 

At  this  time  there  were  but  four  circuits  in  the 
territory.  The  tirst  case  tried  was  one  against 
Henry  Glissen,  for  horse-stealing,  and  the  first 
murder  case  was  that  of  John  M.  Bradley, who  was 
acquitted.  The  first  grand  jurors  were:  George 
Dooley,  Sr.,  foreman,  Samuel  Davis,  James  Dooley. 
Theophilus  Logan,  John  Bradley,  James  Waggoner, 

J.  L.  McLaughlin,  Abner  Bradley,  Jared  James, 
Christopher  Edinburgh,  John  Grigg,  James  Byrn- 
sides,  Samuel  Bridges,  Blatchley  McKinney,  Dan 
iei  McKinney,  C.  Y.  Douglass  and  John  Barkman,  1 
while  on  the  first  petit  jury  were  the  following,  j 
among  •whom  some  of  the  grand  jurors  will  be  rec- 
■ ognized:  John  Waggoner,  J.  L.  McLaughlin, 

Lewis  Fields,  Thomas  Dilliard,  John  Buzzard, 
George  Brinlee,  Curtis  Morris  and  Jacob  Fry f ogle. 
These  were  accepted  by  common  consent  because 
of  the  great  difficulty  in  securing  a full  number. 
Thomas  Hubbard  was  prosecuting  attorney. 

Among  the  cases  that  attracted  considerable  at- 
tention as  the  years  passed  on,  may  be  mentioned 
the  case  of  a man  named  Quinn  about  1841,  for 
killing  a man  near  Long  Prairie.  Quinn  was  hung 
— the  first  case  of  capital  punishment  in  the  county; 
two  cases  in  the  fifties,  one  the  murder  of  Thomas 
Edwards  by  his  two  slaves,  and  land  litigation  be- 
tween Messrs.  Wynn  and  Garland,  over  160  acres, 
in  which  $10,000  was  paid  to  attorneys  by  each 
party  before  the  case  closed;  the  case  of  Sam 
Tharp  in  1877,  killing  Wilkerson,  and  being  con- 
victed, was  sentenced  to  the  penitentiary,  where  he 
killed  a convict  and  was  hung:  the  case  of  George 
Hicks  and  Virginia  Richards  for  the  murder  of  the 
latter's  husband,  colored  (this  was  about  1885, 
and  both  were  acquitted);  and  the  land  case  of 
Parks  vs.  The  Iron  Mountain  Railway,  which  went 
through  the  State  and  Federal  courts,  and  was 
not  closed  until  1889.  There  have  been  but  four 
cases  of  capital  punishment,  of  which  three  were 
colored. 

The  present  attorneys  of  the  county  are:  Cas- 

sius Leigh,  admitted  in  1851;  Capt.  W.  P.  Parks, 
in  1868;  and  later  admissions  in  the  persons  of 
D.  L.  King.  R.  L.  Montgomery,  L.  M.  Daly.  D. 

V.  Smith,  and  N.  W.  Williams,  of  whom  all  but  the 
first  mentioned  reside  either  at  the  old  or  new 
Lewisville. 

That  the  territory  now  comprised  in  Lafayette 
County  was  inhabited  in  past  ages  by  Mound 
Builders  is  abundantly  evident  from  the  remains 
i on  Chickinniny  Prairie — one  of  the  largest,  and  on 
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the  Red  River  bottoms,  where  mounds  have  been 
accidentally  opened  by  ditching  and  river  bank  cav- 
ing, disclosing  many  curious  potteries,  etc.  For 
the  Indian  occupation  and  many  other  early  feat 
ures,  the  reader  is  referred  to  the  sketch  of  Miller 
County. 

The  first  inhabitants  are  not  always  indicated 
by  the  land  entries,  for  some  are  occasionally  non- 
residents. The  most  of  the  following,  made  within 
the  present  limits  of  Lafayette,  were  entries  of  resi- 
dents: Private  surveys,  supposed  to  be  very  early, 
were  made  by  Elizabeth  -Jones,  F.  S.  Mary,  and  F. 
Frenchard;  the  only  entry  recorded  in  the  twenties 
was  that  of  George  Hill  in  1825;  in  1831  were  Joshua 
Morrison,  Thomas  Bradshaw  aud  Moses  Morrison; 
in  1833  J.  Poston  and  \Y.  Crabtree;  in  1834,  D. 
E.  Williams,  G.  R.  Dooley.  John  Caffery,  S.  W. 
Rayborn,  W.  Crabtree,  Jr.,  J.  S.  Dees,  J.  T. 
Kitchings,  Gideon  Ruggles,  James  DeMoss,  T.  B. 
Lee,  Matt.  Hubbard,  George  Hubbard,  F.  E. 
Whitfield,  Jesse  Douglass.  F.  Herndon,  J.  Brad- 
ley, J.  M.  Dunn,  L.  G.  Clawson,  W.  S.  Burch, 
James  Stowers,  Matt.  Bolls,  R.  Pryor,  A.  51. 
Oakley,  J.  E.  Hall,  D.  Boyd.  P.  H.  Foster,  S.  C. 
Daniel,  W.  Foster,  Josiah  N.  Wilson  and  L.  B. 
Fort;  in  1835,  Thomas  51.  Barnett,  Roswell  Beebe, 
W.  H.  Boyd,  J.  W.  Daniels,  5Iorehead  Wright, 
Solomon  Dobson,  J.  S.  Conway,  Benjamin  Fuller 
and  J.  5V.  Poston;  in  1836,  J.  H.  Wilson.  T.  T. 
Williamson,  J.  B.  Rickett.  Solomon  Ruggles,  W. 
5Iartin,  John  Crabtree.  R.  H.  Conway.  Alex.  P. 
Baileys,  Elisha  Battle.  H.  51.  Le5Iay,  Bolin  Strick- 
lin, A.  Block.  W.  Kopman.  AY.  Patterson,  AY.  S. 
Bodley,  AY.  Nichols  and  S.  A.  Gillespie;  in  1837, 
H.  AAA  5IcCorry,  John  Templeton,  Thomas  B. 
Click,  Lew.  Randolph.  J.  C.  Hall,  AA’.  Robinson 
and  F.  AAA  Boyd;  in  1S38,  none;  in  1839,  Samuel 
Ragan,  51.  B.  Ragan,  D.  A.  Sullivan  and  E.  L. 
Strange.  These  were  all  the  entries  previous  to 
1S40. 

In  trading  AA’ashington  and  Shreveport  were 
for  many  years  the  points  for  the  whole  county, 
and  the  early  stores  in  Lafayette’s  borders  were 
few.  The  earliest  recalled  by  AAA  H.  AA'ilson  is 
that  of  AAA  A.  Higgs,  at  Lewisville,  about  1840. 
There  have  never  been  any  factories,  except  the 
brick-kilns  of  1840  for  the  court-house,  and  the 
sawT-mills.  Lumber  w’as  at  first  cut  with  the  old 
whip-saw.  L.  B.  Fort  probably  built  the  first 
mill  at  an  early  day  near  Lewisville,  but  it  was 
only  for  the  home  market.. 

The  settlement  of  the  whites  has  been  from  the 
first  chiefly  on  the  uplands,  thus  making  the  bulk  of 
them  in  the  north  and  east,  while  the  negroes  have 
located  in  the  bottoms,  therefore  chiefly  in  the 


south  and  west.  This  is  why  Lewisville  is  so  far 
to  the  north  part  of  the  county. 

Lafayette  never  had  any  Indian  troubles,  and 
in  1846,  with  a population  of  probably  3,500  scat- 
tered over  her  territory,  of  what  is  now  about 
three  counties,  aud  of  which  probably  less  than 
half,  or  1,500.  were  white,  she  furnished  recruits 
for  Yell’s  regiment  in  the  5Iexican  AA’ar. 

In  1860  Lafayette  had  a population  of  8,464, 
before  5Iiller  was  cut  off;  of  these  4.146  were 
white  and  4,318  colored.  AAith  this  statement, 
that  over  half  the  population  were  slaves,  there  is 
no  doubt  as  to  the  position  taken  in  the  great  civil 
conflict  involving  secession  and  slavery.  The  action 
in  5Iiller  County  has  been  elsewhere  described  in 
this  volume,  and  to  it  the  reader  is  referred  for 
many  features  of  those  days.  Lafayette,  east  of 
the  Red  River,  did  as  prompt  and  vigorous  service. 

In  5Iay,  1861.  Capt.  Samuel  Dill’s  company  left 
Lewisville,  and  became  a part  of  the  Sixth  Arkan- 
sas Infantry,  and  operated  in  leading  actions  both 
west  and  east  of  the  5Iississippi  during  the  war, 
suffering  severely.  In  July,  1861,  a cavalry  com- 
pany, under  Capt.  C.  C.  DuBose,  rendezvoused  at 
Lewisville  and  started  for  Oak  Hills,  where  but 
few  took  part  in  the  fight.  The  company  was  dis- 
banded, but  many  entered  other  companies.  As  if 
determined  to  enter  all  phases  of  the  service, 
Lafayette,  east  of  Red  River,  sent  an  artillery 
company  in  1862,  officered  as  follows:  Captain, 

D.  AAA  Harris;  first-lieutenant,  51.  AAA  Hughev. 
and  second-lieutenant.  N.  AAA  5Iurphv.  This  com- 
pany operated  in  all  the  leading  campaigns  east  of 
the  5Iississippi,  and  also  suffered  severely.  Bv 
1863  the  old  men  and  boys  had  to  be  taken,  and 
Capt.  R.  B.  Ford’s  cavalry  company  was  organized 
and  operated  chiefly  in  the  Trans-5Iississippi  De- 
partment. 

In  the  county  itself  no  battles  or  raids  took 
place.  The  w7ar  closed,  and  about  1S65.  and  be- 
fore the  negroes  first  began  to  be  hired,  the  ag-  \ 
gravation  and  ill  feeling  of  the  reconstruction 
period  started;  the  negroes  began  voting,  and  many 
of  the  offices  were  filled  by  them  for  a time.  The 
county  has  been  more  fortunate  than  many  counties, 
however,  in  having  comparatively  little  trouble,  due. 
in  part,  to  the  absence  of  towns  where  colored  peo- 
ple could  mass  easily,  and  to  their  general  quiet, 
peaceable  character.  Poll  books  have  occasionally 
taken  wings,  and  on  one  occasion  an  affray  be- 
tween the  whites  and  negroes  occurred  in  the  south 
part  of  the  county,  in  which  many  lives  were  lo-t. 

The  cause  was  the  murder  and  robbery  of  a white 
man  by  two  negroes  on  his  way  home  from  the 
Shreveport  market. 
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Places  of  bolding  court  before  1S40  never  be- 
came towns.  Lewisville  was  the  first;  its  location  as 
a county  seat  about  1S40  has  been  noticed.  Its  first 
merchant  also.  W.  A.  Higgs,  has  been  mentioned. 
The  town  spread  about  the  court  house  square  in 
typical  Southern  fashion.  Business  rooms’  all 
faced  the  court-house,  but  it  grew  little  before  the 
■war.  Lee  & Cheatham  was  one  of  the  large  firms 
of  that  period,  and  after  1S65,  when  it  grew  to  its 
present  proportions,  there  were  numerous  changes; 
among  the  business  men  were  Messrs.  Jacobs, 
Moore,  Thompson  and  others.  It  reached  its 
highest  about  1887.  Since  then  the  “ newr  town  ” 
at  the  “Cotton  Belt-'  Depot,  about  two  miles  to 
the  south,  has  absorbed  it  until  it  has  but  about 
300  inhabitants  and  two  stores,  with  its  schools 
and  churches.  It  had  two  newspapers,  one— the 
Red  River  Post,  about  two  years  early  in  the  sev- 
enties, a Republican  paper,  edited  by  James  Tor- 
rans,  and  a short-lived  Democratic  paper,  entitled 
the  Arkansas  Siftings.  The  colored  people  have 
a fraternity. 

Mars  Hill  and  Walnut  Hill*  were  two  early  post- 
offices,  which  now  have  two  or  three  stores  each. 
These  were  all  the  villages  previous  to  the  advent 
of  the  railways. 

The  railways  began  in  the  St.  Louis,  Arkansas 
& Texas,  or  “Cotton  Belt’’  Railway,  which  was 
completed  across  the  north  part  of  the  county  in 
1882,  about  two  miles  south  of  Lewisville.  The 
main  line  has  about  thirteen  and  one-fourth  miles 
in  the  county,  assessed  in  1889  at  879,800.  Its 
Shreveport  Branch,  with  about  twenty-three  and 
one-half  miles  of  track  south  through  almost  the 
entire  length  of  the  county,  was  built  in  1887, 
with  the  junction  at  the  Lewisville  Depot.  This 
was  assessed  in  1889  at  8118.465,  making  the  en- 
tire railway  assessment  in  the  county,  on  thirty-six 
and  three-fourths  miles,  8251,773.32,  of  which 
86.468  represents  the  junction  plant.  The  greatest 
effect  of  this  railway  advent  was  the  awakening  of 
the  lumber  interests.  Mills  began  to  spring  up  all 
• over  the  pine  forests  of  the  county,  the  greatest  in- 
crease being  since  1887.  The  following  are  amono- 
the  largest  milling  plants  of  the  county,  the  first 
j two  having  several  miles  of  railway  track;  The 
Sunny  South  Lumber  Company,  near  New  Lewis- 
ville; the  Bodcaw  Lumber  Company,  at  Stamps; 
the  Inter-State  Lumber  Company,  near  New 
Lewisville  and  also  at  Canfield;  the  Bowden  Mill, 
near  Lewisville;  R.  H.  Howell  & Co.’s  Mill; 
Smith’s,  Jones’  and  others. 


* Walnut  Hill  was  tin1  old  home  of  ( iov.. lames  S.  Conway,  whose 
'•path  occurred  here  on  March  l-.v,.  He  located  in  Lafayette  Coun- 
ty in  is.':;. 


These  interests  have  given  rise  to  new  post- 
offices,  the  following  being  a complete  list:  Ar- 
cana. Canfield  a store  on  the  branch;  Glasgow: 
Jones’  Mill;  Lewisville;  Lochinvar;  Mars  Hill, 
two  stores;  Stamps,  a store  and  mill  on  the  main 
line;  Walnut  Hill,  near  Bradley  Depot  on  the 
branch,  and  couuting  three  stores,  and  New  Lewis- 
ville. 

Newr  Lewisville,  was  laid  out  and  a depot  es- 
tablished in  1882,  by  the  Southwestern  Improve- 
ment Company.  It  is  all  laid  out  north  of  the 
track,  and"  a square  was  reserved  for  a future 
court-house.  It  was  not  until  1S85.  when  M.  D. 
Lester  put  up  a business  house  (now  Lester  & 
Olive)  on  First  Street,  that  the  town  began.  In 
1887  W.  D.  Harrison  built  also,  and  T.  J.  Lester 
began  business  next,  while  the  branch  was  under 
way.  Then  the  growth  was  sure.  Business  stretched 
along  on  First,  Maple  and  Spruce  Streets  as  at 
present.  The  years  1889  and  1890  have  seen  the 
corporation  population  spring  to  over  700.  with 
many  more  in  the  mill  communities  surrounding 
it.  It  has  not  only  absorbed  most  of  the  old  town, 
but  brought  in  many  from  abroad.  Attempts  are 
making  to  secure  railway  shops  and  the  court- 
house, to  which  latter  the  plat  owners  are  making 
large  inducements. 

There  are  three  fraternities  here:  Masons, 
Knights  of  Pythias  and  Red  Men.  The  Sunny 
South  and  Inter-State  Lumber  Companies  have 
their  plants  here,  and  a cotton-gin  and  wagon- 
shop  are  in  operation.  A bank  is  needed.  The 
Lafayette  Recorder,  an  eight-page,  five-column 
folio,  began  in  July,  1888,  as  a Democratic  paper, 
edited  and  owned  by  T.  E.  Price,  of  Shreveport. 
Its  job  office  will  soon  print  the  entire  paper. 

In  March.  1889,  the  town  was  incorporated, 
and  improvements  are  making  as  fast  as  possible. 
The  mayors  have  been:  D.  W.  Bright,  D.  E. 
Foutch,  J.  H.  Cornish  and  Y.  V.  Smith.  There 
is  a school  and  three  religious  societies.  A forty- 
block  addition  has  been  made. 

The  earliest  denominations  to  enter  the  county 
were  the  Missionary  Baptist  and  Methodist;  after 
them  and  before  the  war  were  Disciples  and  a few 
Episcopalians.  The  first  two  were  the  only  ones 
who  had  buildings.  Since  the  war  there  have  ar- 
rived Presbyterians  and  Cumberland  Presbyte- 
rians. There  now  exist  these  and  a few  Primitive 
Baptists  among  the  white  people,  the  oldest  de- 
nominations being  still  in  the  ascendency.  The 
colored  people  belong  chiefly  to  the  Baptist  and 
African  Methodist  Episcopal  Churches. 

The-churehes  were  used  for  schools  until  1866, 
when  the  Freedmeu’s  Bureau  built  a 82.400  build- 
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ing  at  Lewisville  for  colored  people.  The  Lewis- 
ville Academy  had  been  a white  private  school. 
Between  1808  and  1874  the  public-school  system 
arose,  and  the  Lewisville  District  — a large  one — 
was  organized.  The  most  vigorous  move  forward 
began  in  1870,  when  Capt.  AY.  P.  Parks  became 
the  leader  of  the  Lewisville  directors,  and  cham- 
pioned the  public-school  system.  The  system 
grew  with  some  struggle  at  lirst,  but  for  tifteen 
years  now  a 5-mill  tax  has  been  voted.  The  col- 
ored people  have  been  much  interested  and 
active  in  support,  as  well  as  the  whites.  Nine 
school-houses  were  built  during  Capt.  Parks’ 
membership  of  the  directory — two  white  and  six 
colored.  R.  M.  Moore  and  H.  C.  Glover  were 
two  colored  directors  of  several  years’  service. 
The  school  examiners  have  been:  Alex.  Byrne, 
John  Cook,  Dr.  W.  F.  Thurm,  R.  H.  Howell,  AY. 
P.  Parks,  AA*.  E.  Bryan  and  D.  L.  King.  Lewis- 
ville has  a §3,000  frame  one-story  building  of  three 
rooms,  and  employs  three  teachers  about  nine  to 
ten  months.  New  Lewisville  has  a frame  three- 
roomed  building,  costing  about  §1,500,  and  af- 
fording three  schools.  The  system  has  since 
spread  over  the  county,  and  there  were  in  1888 
9 districts;  20  buildings,  valued  at  §5,285;  21 
male  and  9 female  teachers,  or  30  to  whom  was 
paid  §4, 1S8.69,  the  monthly  salaries  ranging  from 
§32  to  §50.  The  white  enumeration  was  817; 
colored,  1,930;  and  the  enrollment,  518  white 
and  723  colored.  Two  districts  did  not  report. 

Lafayette  has  an  area  of  about  500  square 
miles  (estimated), stretching  inanoblongshapealong 
the  east  bank  of  the  Red  River,  below  Hempstead 
and  west  of  Columbia  Counties.  The  bottoms 
border  the  river,  varying  from  one  to  twenty  miles 
in  width;  the  hats,  next  above,  are  of  a similar 
variation,  but  widest  at  the  center,  while  the  high- 
lands till  the  northeast,  and  stretch  along  the  east- 
ern side.  The  Red  River,  Menise  Bayou  next, 
and  Bodcaw  Bayou,  near  the  edge  of  the  highlands, 
all  flow  south  through  the  eouuty,  the  Bodcaw  be- 
ing next  in  size  to  the  Red  River.  Other  streams 
are  small.  Cut-off,  Moss,  Duck,  Crabtree  and 
Clear  are  the  largest  lakes — all  near  the  river. 
Long  and  Chickinninv  are  the  prairies. 

There  is  no  stone  of  value.  The  soils  vary 
from  black  bottom  to  the  red  clays  and  sand  of  the 
hills.  There  are  indications  of  coal  and  iron,  and 
large  quantities  of  excellent  brick-clay.  Peaches, 
plums,  pears  and  berries  load  their  class.  Increased 
attention  is  being  given  to  stock — especially  mules 
and  horses. 

Of  course,  cotton  and  pine  lumber  are  her 
groat  shipments,  and  the  leading  industry.  The 


pine  is  chiefly  on  the  uplands,  where  oaks  also 
abound,  while  on  the  bottoms  are  cottonwoods, 
hickory,  oaks,  gums,  pecans  and  cypress. 


John  K.  Black,  who,  in  addition  to  conducting 
a very  lucrative  merchandise  business  in  Mars  Hill, 
is  also  extensively  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits, 
is  one  of  the  influential  and  prominent  citizens  of 
this  county.  He  owes  his  nativity  to  Marion 
County,  Miss'.,  where  his  birth  occurred  on  January 
21,  1840.  His  father,  Alex  P.  Black,  was  born  in 
North  Carolina,  February  13,  1814.  AA’hen  he 
was  a small  boy  he  went  from  his  native  State  to 
South  Carolina,  and  later  to  Alabama.  In  his  six- 
teenth year  he  went  to  Mississippi,  and  there  he 
made  his  home  for  a number  of  years.  He  subse- 
quently married,  in  this  State,  Miss  Caroline  M. 
Drake,  a native  of  North  Carolina,  and  a relative 
of  Sir  Francis  Drake.  February  6.  1854,  he 
landed  in  Lafayette  County,  Ark. , and  immediately 
aftor  located  a farm  in  the  woods,  about  live  miles 
south  of  Mars  Hill,  and  being  among  the  very 
early  settlers,  he  was  obliged  to  cut  a road  through 
to  his  farm.  He  lived  on  this  farm  until  1888,  and 
then  moved  to  Mars  Hill,  where  he  passed  from 
life  the  following  year,  his  wife  having  previously 
died  in  October.  1805.  The  father  was  of  Scotch 
extraction,  being  a son  of  Kenneth  Black,  and  was 
highly  educated.  Of  the  family  of  eight  children 
— five  sons  and  three  daughters— born  to  his  mar- 
riage, four — three  sons  and  one  daughter— are  still 
living.  John  K.  Black  accompanied  his  parents  to 
this  county  in  his  eighth  year,  and  here  he  has 
passed  his  life.  He  assisted  his  father  in  his  farm 
duties  until  he  attained  his  majority,  and  then  en- 
gaged in  farming  on  his  own  responsibility.  He 
continued  agricultural  pursuits  until  1 SSS,  and  then 
commenced  merchandising  at  Mars  Hill,  and  this 
latter  pursuit  is  now  receiving  his  attention.  His 
brother,  Edgar,  was  formerly  clerk  of  Hempstead 
County,  but  is  now  a prominent  merchant  of  Hope. 
Ark.;  Alex  R.  is  a resident  of  AA'ood  County,  Tex., 
and  Sarah  is  the  wife  of  J.  Girard.  On  March  14. 
1878,  Mr.  Black,  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Aliss  Ida  Harriss,  a native 
of  Columbia  County,  Ark.,  born  August  13,  1853, 
and  a daughter  of  Sidney  Harriss,  a pioneer  of  this 
section.  Her  paternal  grandfather,  Samuel  Har- 
riss, was  a prominent  Missionary  Baptist  minister, 
and  established  a great  many  churches  of  that  de- 
nomination in  this  country,  where  he  had  come 
among  the  very  first  settlers.  He  passed  away  in 
this  county,  after  living  a life  of  usefulness  for 
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eighty-four  years.  Mr.  Black  and  wife  are  the  Edward  B.,  James  Sydney  and  Dudley.  Both  Mr. 
parents  of  sis  children — four  daughters  and  two  1 and  Mrs.  Bowden  are  worthy  members  of  the  Mis- 
sons — Clyde,  Lillian,  Dick,  Capt. , Bose  and  Anna.  sionary  Baptist  Church.  Socially  the  former  be- 
On  May  15,  188S,  Mrs.  Black  was  appointed  post-  longs  to  the  K.  of  L.  and  the  County  \\  heel,  and 
mistress  of  Mars  Hill,  and  she  has  presided  over  in  politics  is  a decided  Democrat, 
that  office  very  ably  ever  since-.  As  mentioned  Thomas  W.  Butler,  farmer  and  stock-raiser, 

elsewhere  in  this  sketch.  Mr.  Black  opened  up  his  Mars  Hill.  The  subject  of  this  sketch  needs  no  in- 
present business  in  188S,  and  lie  now  carries  a troduction  to  the  people  of  Lafayette  County,  Ark., 

stock  of  goods  valued  at  S3, 000,  and  does  quite  an  for  he  is  one  of  the  most  esteemed  and  successful 
extensive  business.  In  addition  to  merchandising,  agriculturists  of  the  same,  and  is  one  whose  honesty 
he  is  also  interested  in  farming,  owning  three  and  uprightness  have  ne\er  been  questioned.  He 
farms,  amounting  to  275  acres.  He  also  owns  one  is  a native  of  Alabama,  born  in  1845.  His  father, 
and  a quarter  acres  of  land  south  of  the  railroad,  John  C.  Butler,  was  bom  in  Orangeburg  District, 
in  New  Lewisville,  and  is  numbered  among  the  . in-  . S.  C.,  May  6,  1818,  and  there  grew  to  maturity, 
fluential  and  well-to-do  citizens  of  this  county.  but  when  about  grown  he  moved  to  Alabama,  and 

William  Travis  Bowden,  formerly  a farmer  of  there,  November  22.  1844,  he  was  married  to  Miss 
La  Grange  Township,  but  now  engaged  in  the  saw-  Eliza  M.  Cato,  a native  of  Florida,  born  January 

mill  business,  was  born  September  9,  1852,  in  9,  1829.  Shortly  after  his  marriage  he  came  to 

Chickasaw  County,  Miss.,  being  a son  of  Bryant  Arkansas,  first  locating  in  Ouachita  County,  but  af- 
Bowden  and  wife,  nee  Rosanna  Purtell,  both  of  ter  one  year  spent  there  he  came  to  Lafayette 
whom  were  natives  of  North  Carolina.  The  former  County,  which  continued  to  be  his  home  until 
was  a son  of  Bryant  Bowden,  of  Irish  descent,  and  his  death.  At  the  time  of  his  settlement  here, 
was  born  in  1801.  Earlv  in  life  he  moved  to  his  farm  was  entirely  in  the  woods,  and  there 
Kentucky,  and  soon  after  to  Alabama,  w'here  his  were  very  few  inhabitants,  there  being  but  one 
marriage  was  consummated.  Later  going  to  Mis-  neighbor  within  twelve  miles,  but  he  cleared 
sissippi,  his  death  occurred  there  in  1854,  when  his  his  farm  and  tilled  it  very  successfully  for  a 
son  William  was  but  two  years  of  age.  He  was  a number  of  years.  He  departed  this  life  January 
devout  member  of  the  Missionary  Baptist  Church,  | 4,  1873.  leaving  a widow  who  survived  until  April 
as  is  his  wife,  who  still  survives.  She  was  born  in  16,  1876.  He  was  of  English  descent,  his  father 
1810,  and  was  a daughter  of  Michael  Purtell,  of  being  Thomas  Butler,  a native  of  South  Carolina, 
German  and  Irish  parentage  (the  maternal  grand-  and  his  father  came  from  England.  Thomas  "W. 
father  was  a native  of  Germany,  and  the  grand-  Butler  is  the  eldest  of  four  children,  but  two  of 
mother  of  Ireland),  and  is  now  making  her  home  whom  are  now  living,  born  to  his  parents.  He 
with  one  of  her  sons  in  Hempstead  County.  She  was  brought  to  this  county  in  his  sixth  year,  and 
was  the  mother  of  eleven  children,  eight  of  whom  in  its  common  schools  he  obtained  a very  fair  edu- 
are  still  living:  Jesse  (a  farmer  of  Hempstead  cation.  He  remained  on  the  farm  with  his  parents 
County),  Catherine  (now'  Mrs.  Wright  of  Clark  until  1863,  and  then  enlisted  in  Company  K,  Fif- 
County),  Benjamin  (deceased),  Michael  (a  farmer  teenth  Arkansas  Regiment  of  Infantry,  in  which 
of  Hempstead  County),  Mary  (widow  of  Daniel  he  served  until  the  close  of  the  war.  After  the 
Purtell,  of  Texas),  Bryant  (died  during  the  war),  surrender  he  returned  to  his  home,  and  remained 
Thomas  (also  died  during  the  war),  George  W.  (a  res-  with  his  parents  until  his  marriage,  clerking  in  a 
ident  of  this  township;  he  owns  a saw-mill  in  this  dry  goods  store.  In  1873  he  was  married  to  Miss 
township,  and  another  at  Canfield),  James  (a  farmer  Almedia  B.  Hall,  a native  of  Mississippi,  and  they 
of  Hempstead  County.  Fannie  (now  Mrs.  Robertson,  became  the  parents  of  live  children:  Rupert  (born 

of  Hempstead  County),  and  William.  Mrs.  Bowden  October  25,  1877),  Fordyce  (born  May  15,  1880), 
has  109  children,  grandchildren  and  great-grand-  Arthur  (born  February  22.  1882),  Blanche  (born 
children  now  living.  William  Bow’den  has  been  September  11,  1884)  and  Perry  (born  May  26,  j 
engaged  in  farming  in  Hempstead  County  all  his  1888.  From  March,  1881,  until  1886  he  was  en-  i 
life,  until  about  three  years  since,  when  he  came  gaged  in  the  mercantile  business  at  Forrest  Grove, 
to  this  county,  and  he  is  now  occupied  in  farming,  but  since  that  time  he  has  been  occupied  in  farm- 
in  addition  to  conducting  a saw'  and  grist-mill,  ing.  He  owns  a splendid  farm  lying  about  ten 
and  cotton  gin.  He  was  married  in  1877,  to  Miss  miles  south  of  Lewisville,  comprising  some  160 
| Victoria  A.  Crider,  daughter  of  Andrew  Crider,  a acres,  and  eighty  acres  of  this  are  under  a high  state 
native  of  Tennessee,  and  live  children  have  been  of  cultivation.  Besides  this  he  owns  other  land, 

; born  to  their  union:  Andrew  Bryant,  Nevada  A.,  . all  told  about  600  acres.  He  is  a very  public- 
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spirited  gentleman,  and  aids  with  his  support  and 
encouragement  all  worthy  public  enterprises. 

J.  E.  Chisholm,  M.  D.,  of  the  firm  of  Marable 
& Co.,  of  New  Lewisville,  Ark.,  was  born  in  Mis- 
sissippi, in  1S56,  and  is  the  oldest  of  six  children 
born  to  L.  M.  and  Elizabeth  (Hanson)  Chisholm, 
the  former  born  in  Georgia,  and  the  latter  in  Ala- 
bama. His  paternal  grandfather  came  to  Missis- 
sippi, accompanied  by  his  family,  in  1830.  He  was 
an  extensive  farmer  and  slave  owner  of  Mississippi, 
where  his  son  also  (the  father  of  the  subject  of  this 
sketch)  afterward  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits. 
The  father  participated  in  the  late  war,  engaging 
in  numerous  battles.  He  wTas  captured  once  and 
sent  to  Camp  Douglas,  111.,  where  he  was  retained 
some  time.  He  surrendered  at  Vicksburg.  Of 
the  seven  children  born  to  his  union  all  survive, 
viz. : John  (a  farmer  of  Mississippi),  Thomas  (also 
of  that  State),  Frank  (a  farmer),  George  and  Cor- 
nelius (farmers  of  Mississippi),  and  Florence  (also' 
residing  in  Mississippi.)  Mrs.  Chisholm  died  in 
1879,  since  which  time  Mr.  Chisholm  has  been  twice 
married,  first  to  Mrs.  Taylor  of  Meridian.  Miss.,  by 
whom  he  had  two  children — one  boy  and  a daughter 
named  Imogene.  The  second  Mrs.  Taylor  died  in 
38S5,  and  after  her  death  Miss  Adams  became  Mrs. 
Taylor,  and  she  and  her  husband  are  now  residing 
in  Mississippi.  The  subject  of  this  sketch  was 
reared  and  schooled  in  Mississippi,  receiving  his 
education  in  the  common  schools,  and  also  attend- 
ing the  Rionionian  Male  and  Female  Academy  for 
three  or  four  years.  In  1878  he  entered  the  Mo- 
bile (Ala.)  Medical  College,  from  which  he  was 
graduated  in  1879.  Immediately  after  his  gradua- 
tion he  entered  upon  the  practice  of  his  profession 
in  this  county,  at  Lewisville,  where  he  continued 
to  practice  with  moderate  success  until  1885.  He 
then  entered  the  college  of  Physicians  and  Sur- 
geons, at  Baltimore,  Md. . and  graduated  from  that 
institution  in  March,  1886.  He  then  returned, 
resuming  his  practice  at  Lewisville  until  1SS8.  In 
1889  he  located  in  this  place  and  practiced  his  pro- 
fession alone  for  one  year,  then  took  a partner  in 
the  person  of  Dr.  D.  W.  Bright,  and  the  same  year 
engaged  with  J.  M.  Marable  in  the  drug  business. 
November  27,  1881,  he  was  married,  choosing  Miss 
Laura  Gant,  daughter  of  James  Gant,  as  his  com- 
panion in  life.  The  Doctor  and  wife  are  the  parents 
of  four  children,  two  still  living  and  two  deceased, 
viz.:  Inez  (died  September  21,  1889),  Barron  (died 
in  1884),  Clyda  and  Berenice.  Dr.  Chisholm  is  a 
member  and  junior  deacon  of  Lewisville  Lodge  No. 
14,  A.  F.  A A.  M.  In  1886  the  Doctor  was  elected, 
county  and  circuit  clerk,  but  did  not  serve.  He 
owns  about  980  acres,  200  on  Red  River,  with 


about  115  under  cultivation,  and  has  60  acres  under 
cultivation  in  the  hills,  besides  a residence  and 
business  house  in  the  city. 

William  L.  Connevev,  merchant,  and  county  and 
circuit  clerk  of  Lafayette  County.  The  subject  of 
this  sketch  has  been  so  prominently  identified  with 
the  interests  of  Lafayette  County,  as  to  render 
him  well  and  favorably  known,  while  his  official 
career  has  demonstrated  him  to  be  one  of  the  most 
capable  and  efficient  of  public  servants,  whose  in- 
tegrity and  honesty  of  purpose  are  unquestioned. 

He  was  born  at  Columbia,  Mo.,  in  1853,  the  fourth 
child  born  to  \V.  L.  and  Louisa  J.  (Herndon)  Con- 
nevey,  the  former  a native  of  Virginia,  and  a 
graduate  of  Washington  Lee  University ; the  latter 
: was  born  in  Arkansas,  and  received  her  education 
in  Florence,  Ala.  Mr.  Connevey  came  to  Missouri 
some  time  in  the  forties,  and  engaged  in  the  news- 
paper business,  first  buying  the  Howard  County 
Advertiser  of  John  B.  Clark,  M.  C.,and  afterward 
establishing  the  Sturgeon  Leader.  He  also  prac-  1 
ticed  law  in  Centralia,  Mo.  In  1876  he  came  to 
this  State,  and  engaged  in  school  teaching  until 
his  death  in  1878.  His  widow  still  survives  and  lives 
in  Texarkana.  The  subject  of  this  sketch  received 
a good  education  at  the  public  schools  of  Fayette 
and  Sturgeon,  and  at  the  age  of  seventeen  years 
he  entered  the  arena  of  life  as  a newspaper  man  at 
Sturgeon  and  Fayette,  and  later  at  Columbia, 
where  he  was  foreman  in  the  Herald  office  for  some 
time.  On  account  of  ill  health  he  left  his  native 
State  in  1876,  going  to  Texas,  thence  to  Arkansas, 
where  he  remained  two  years,  living  in  various 
places,  and  in  1S78  came  to  this  county.  He  set- 
tled at  Lewisville,  and  entered  the  office  of  the 
well-knowm  Maj.  J.  B.  Burton,  and  read  law  about 
twelve  months,  when  he  was  appointed  deputy 
county  clerk  of  this  county,  in  which  capacity  he 
served  for  four  years  under  B.  P.  W heat.  W hile 
serving  in  this  capacity  he  was  elected  to  the  office 
of  sheriff  and  collector,  which  office  he  tilled  for  four 
years.  In  1888  he  was  elected  county  and  circuit 
clerk,  and  is  now  filling  this  position  to  the  satis- 
faction of  all.  In  1889  he,  in  partnership  with 
Mr.  J.  A.  Hoffman,  embarked  in  mercantile  pur- 
suits at  this  place,  and  they  do  a general  merchan- 
dise business  of  $35,000,  and  employ  four  clerks. 

In  1884,  at  Prescott,  Ark.,  he  was  united  in  mar- 
riage to  Miss  Emma  F.,  daughter  of  W.  C.  and 
Ann  (Parr)  Hatley,  natives  of  Arkansas  and  Ten- 
nessee, respectively,  and  the  fruits  of  this  union 
have  been  two  children — Carl  and  Louise.  Mr. 
Connevey  belongs  to  Lewisville  Lodge  No.  . 14, 

A.  F.  & A.  M. , and  also  Lewusville  Lodge  No.  57, 

K.  of  P. ' 
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J.  P.  Cooper,  farmer,  Baker  Township,  came 
to  Lafayette  County,  Ark.,  in  1859,  and  moved  on 
the  place  where  he  now  lives,  in  1S74.  His  birth 
occurred  in  Georgia,  in  1830,  and  he  was  a son  of 
Alstan  Cooper  and  wife,  nee  Lydia  Massey,  both 
of  whom  were  natives  of  South  Carolina.  The  pa- 
ternal grandfather,  Jacob  Cooper,  was  born  in 
South  Carolina,  and  died  in  that  State  in  his  eigh- 
ty-sixth year.  The  father  was  a distiller  by  occupa- 
tion, and  successfully  pursued  that  calling  in 
Georgia  until  1847,  -when  he  moved  to  Mississippi 
and  departed  this  life  soon  after  locating  in  that 
State.  His  widow  survived  until  1885,  when  she 
died  at  the  home  of  her  son.  J.  P.  Cooper  is  the 
third  of  ten  children,  live  of  whom  are  still  living, 
born  to  his  parents,  and  his  life  up  to  the  age  of 
eleven  years  was  spent  in  Hall  County,  Ga.  He 
then  accompanied  his  parents  to  Mississippi,  and 
there  grew  to  maturity.  He  was  married  in  Mis- 
sissippi in  August,  1857,  to  Miss  Elizabeth  Ivirk 
(who  was  born  in  Gwinnett  County,  Ga.,  about 
1840),  and  two  years  later  the  young  couple  came 
to  Arkansas,  and  made  their  home  in  this  county. 
Mr.  Cooper  is  the  owner  of  considerable  land,  there 
being  120  acres  in  the  home  farm,  thirty-five  of 
which  are  under  cultivation,  and  236  in  another 
tract,  with  about  forty  acres  under  cultivation. and 
he  is  numbered  among  the  substantial  farmers  of 
this  section.  He  and  wife  are  the  parents  of  eight 
children  (six  of  whom  are  still  living):  William  A. 
(deceased),  George  W.  (deceased),  Josephine  (wife 
of  E.  C.  McCoy),  John  T.,  Mary  F.  (wife  of  Jacob 
Anderson),  Sarah  O.,  Joseph  P.  and  Elba  R.  In 
1861  Mr.  Cooper  enlisted  in  the  Confederate  army, 
joining  Company  C,  Twenty -fourth  Arkansas  In- 
fantry, and  served  with  distinction  until  the  close 
of  the  war.  He  is  au  enterprising  citizen  and 
farmer,  and  both  he  and  wife  are  much  esteemed 
members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
South. 

George  W.  Dobson,  planter,  Lafayette  County, 
Ark.  It  is  the  aim  of  this  work  to  give  a true  his- 
tory of  the  county  and  its  representative  citizens, 
and  to  accomplish  this  object  mention  must  be 
made  of  Mr.  Dobson,  one  of  the  leading  men  of 
! the  county,  as  well  as  one  of  its  substantial  agri- 
i culturists.  He  is  a native  of  Georgia,  born  in 
j 1840,  the  elder  of  two  children  born  to  John  and 

i Mary  (Formby)  Dobson,  natives  of  Georgia.  John 
j Dobson  was  a land  speculator,  and  was  one  of  the 


was  a soldier  in  the  War  of  1836,  and  in  1843  he 
died,  leaving  a widow  and  two  children,  viz.  : 


i George  WT.  (the  subject  of  this  sketch),  and  Ruth 
j (wife  of  R.  C.  Dickson).  After  his  death,  his 
! widow  married  Amos  Corn,  and  together  they  came 
! to  this  State,  locating  in  Ouachita  County,  in  1854, 
residing  here  for  one  year,  and  then  moved  to 
! Columbia,  where  Mr.  Corn  purchased  the  farm  on 
t which  he  died  in  1876.  Mrs.  Corn  died  in  1889. 

: The  paternal  great-grandfather  was  Rufus  S.  Dob- 
I son,  who  served  in  the  Revolutionary  War,  as  did 
also  the  maternal  great-grandfather,  Matthew  M. 
A.  Formby.  The  subject  of  this  sketch  removed 
with  his  mother  to  this  State,  where  he  attended 
for  a short  time  the  schools  of  Columbia  County, 
and  at  the  age  of  twenty-one  he  left  his  home  to 
enter  the  Confederate  service,  joining  the  Invincible 
Guards  of  Columbia  County  in  1861,  in  wdiieh  he 
served  until  September  3,  when  the  regiment  was 
reorganized,  and  he  then  went  into  the  heavy  artil- 
lery, P.  T.  Dimmick,  commander.  He  participated 
in  many  battles,  the  most  important  of  which  were 
Columbus,  and  the  battle  of  Belmont.  At  Island 
No.  10  he  and  all  his  company  were  captured  (with 
the  exception  of  six)  and  made  their  escape  by 
barges.  They  stole  out  and  crossed  over  to  Red 
Foot  Lake,  making  their  way  to  Obion  Station,  on 
the  Humbolt  & Columbus  Road,  making  their  way 
to  Memphis,  and  from  there  back  to  Fort  Pillow; 
thence  to  Vicksburg,  where  they  engaged  in  the 
siege,  and  were  surrendered  and  paroled;  came 
home  and  went  into  parole  camps  at  Washington, 
and  from  there  to  Alexander,  La.,  where  they  sur- 
rendered. At  the  close  of  the  war  he  came  back 
to  Columbia  and  engaged  in  tilling  the  soil  on  a 
very  small  scale,  he  and  one  hand  being  the  only 
workers.  He  resided  in  that  county  until  1S71, 
then  moved  to  this  county,  where  he  had  previously 
purchased  a farm,  situated  on  Red  River,  consist- 
ing of  228  acres,  115  of  which  were  under  cultiva- 
tion. To  this  he  has  since  added  until  he  is  now 
the  owner  of  1,400  acres,  with  about  300  (bottom 
land)  under  an  excellent  state  of  cultivation,  and 
about  175  acres  in  the  hills  also  under  cultivation. 
This  he  devotes  chiefly  to  the  cultivation  of  cotton, 
raising  some  400  bales  of  this  commodity  per 
annum.  He  does  his  own  ginning,  having  a tine 

steam  gin  and  mill  attached.  In  1876—  <8  he 
© . - 
served  as  assessor  of  this  county,  and  in  1880  was 

elected  sheriff,  being  re-elected  in  1882.  In  1861 
he  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Mary  I.  Dick- 
son, daughter  of  Josiah  and  Mary  L.  Dickson, 
natives  of  North  Carolina  and  Alabama,  respectively. 
Mrs.  Dobson  was  an  earnest  Christian  lady,  a 
member  of  the  Missionary  Baptist  Church,  and 
died  in  1876,  leaving  two  children,  viz. : John  H. 
j (a  farmer),  and  G.  W.,  Jr.  (a  merchant  and  post- 
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master  of  this  place).  In  1 S8 1 Miss  Carrie  V. 
Du  Boise  became  Mrs.  Dobson,  and  this  later  union 
resulted  in  the  birth  of  one  child,  a sun,  Edwin  D. 
Mr.  Dobson  is  a member  of  Lewisville  Lodge  No. 
24,  A.  F.  & A.  M.,  a member  of  the  Magnolia 
Chapter  No.  11.  R.  A.  M. , and  of  Magnolia  Lodge 
No.  24, 1.  O.  O.  F. , and  also  a member  of  Magnolia 
Lodge  No.  81.  K.  of  H.  Mr.  Dobson  has  been 
very  successful  in  life,  chiefly  the  result  of  his  own 
industry  and  good  management,  and  is  a liberal 
contributor  to  and  supporter  of  all  enterprises  tend- 
ing to  the  advancement  of  society. 

Calvin  Fish  has  been  a resident  of  this  county 
for  thirty-nine  years,  and  during  this  time  he  has 
proved  himself  to  be  a very  desirable  citizen,  as 
well  as  an  honest  and  upright  man.  His  birth  oc- 
curred in  Henry  County,  Ga..  December  31.  1830, 
and  he  is  the  son  of  Russell  and  Eliza  E.  (Curry) 
Fish,  natives  of  North  Carolina  and  Georgia,  re- 
spectively. When  a young  man,  the  father  went 
to  Georgia,  and  was  there  married,  and  shortly 
after  the  birth  of  his  son  Calvin,  moved  to  Missis- 
sippi, thence  in  1851  to  Arkansas.  They  chose  a 
location  in  Lafayette  County,  and  here  the  father 
passed  the  rest  of  his  life.  He  died  in  January, 
1865,  in  the  Indian  Territory,  whither  he  had  gone 
to  visit  a sick  brother.  Mrs.  Fish  was  the  mother 
of  fourteen  children,  eight  of  whom  survive:  Calvin. 
Robert  M.  (a  farmer  of  Montague  County,  Tex.  ), 
Elizabeth  (now  Mrs.  Range,  of  this  township),  - 
William  (a  farmer  of  Pope  County,  Ark.).  Sarah 
(now  Mrs.  Curley,  of  this  township),  Elizabeth 
(now  Mrs.  Graham,  of  Prescott).  Daniel  (a  farmer 
of  Montague  County,  Tex.  ),  and  Duncan  (also  of 
Montague  County,  Tex.)  Calvin  Fish  accompanied 
his  parents  to  Arkansas  in  1851,  and  the  same  year 
entered  a quarter  section  of  land  and  commenced 
farming  for  himself.  In  1861  he  enlisted  in  Hud- 
speth’s battalion  of  light  artillery,  which  was  formed 
in  Tennessee,  and  consisted  of  Tennessee  and  Ar- 
kansas companies.  His  principal  battles  were 
Madrid,  Shiloh  (at  this  battle  Mr.  Fish  was  twice 
wounded,  and  still  bears  the  scars),  Murfreesboro, 
the  engagements  on  the  Atlanta  campaign,  Jones- 
boro, Nashville,  Macon  and  others.  Returning 
home  in  May,  1865,  he  resumed  his  farming  oper- 
ations, which  he  has  very  successfully  conducted 
ever  since.  He  has  been  three  times  married:  First, 
on  March  25,  1866,  to  Miss  Nancy  Fleming,  a na- 
tive of  Georgia,  who  died  leaving  one  son.  Andrew 
(now  a farmer  of  Buckner.  Ark.).  Afterward  Mr. 
Fish  formed  a second  matrimonial  alliance,  this 
time  with  Miss  Caroline  Wallace,  of  this  county, 

who  died  December  27,  , having  borne  four 

children,  three  of  whom  are  still  living:  Nathan  (a 


farmer  of  this  township),  James  A.  and  Robert  A. 
He  married  his  third  and  present  wife  on  March  2, 
1879,  she  being  Mrs.  Jane  Tipton  (nee  Goree), 
widow  of  Joseph  Tipton,  of  this  county,  and  a 
daughter  of  James  and  Eliza  (Lucas)  Goree,  and 
they  have  had  a family  of  live  children,  all  boys, 
four  of  whom  are  still  living:  Tolly  (deceased), 

Ollie  D.,  Jesse,  Goree  D.,  and  Yirees  L.  Both 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Fish  are  members  of  the  Missionary 
Baptist  Church,  and  have  the  confidence  and  es- 
teem of  all  who  know  them.  The  former  belongs 
to  the  County  Wheel,  and  in  politics  is  a stanch 
Democrat.  He  owns  a fine  farm  of  171  acres,  and 
in  addition  to  this,  rents  about  fifty  acres,  mostly 
under  cultivation,  which  he  tills,  and  he  is  classed 
among  the  substantial  and  well-to-do  agriculturists 
of  this  county. 

Capt.  Richard  B.  Ford  is  one  of  the  old  settlers 
of  Steele  Township,  coming  to  this  State  and  lo- 
cating his  present  farm,  which  was  then  wild  land, 
in  1858.  He  was  born  in  Madison  County,  Ala., 
a son  of  Richard  and  Elizabeth  (Flowers)  Ford, 
natives  of  Virginia.  His  father,  a farmer  by  occu- 
pation, was  born  in  1778  and  died  in  Mississippi  in 
1850.  The  mother  was  born  in  1768,  a daughter 
of  George  Flowers,  and  died  about  1843.  She 
was  a devout  Christian  woman,  a member  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  South.  To  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Ford  were  born  twelve  children,  four  still  liv- 
ing, viz. : William  (a  farmer  of  Mississippi).  Henry 
F.  (a  physician  of  Texas),  Richard  B.  (the  subject 
of  this  sketch),  and  Lucinda  (now  Mrs.  Geetaw, 
of  Louisiana).  The  subject  of  this  sketch  enlisted 
in  the  late  war  as  recruiting  officer  in  1861.  In 
1863  he  helped  organize  a regiment  known  as 
Crawford’s  regiment  of  cavalry,  and  was  elected 
captain,  serving  in  this  regiment  with  distinction, 
until  the  close  of  the  war.  He  took  part  in  all  the 
principal  battles  on  Price’s  raid  through  Missouri. 
May  4,  1839,  he  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss 
Frances  H.  Fort,  a native  of  Kentucky,  who  died 
in  1872.  Of  the  eleven  children  born  to  Mr.  Ford 
and  wife,  but  four  are  now  living.  They  are  \V  ill- 
iam  J.  (a  farmer  of  this  township),  Richard  F.  (an 
“old  bach”  living  with  his  father),  Marcus  H.  (a 
farmer,  also  residing  in  this  township),  and  Cora 
(widow  of  Mr.  Parks,  who  keeps  house  for  her 
father  and  brother).  Mr.  Ford  owns  240  acres  of 
land,  sixty  acres  of  which  he  has  under  cultiva- 
tion, and  is  one  of  the  well-to-do  farmers  of  this 
township.  In  politics  he  is  a stanch  Democrat, 
and  takes  an  active  interest  in  promoting  the  wel- 
fare of  his  community.  He  is  highly  respected  by 
all  with  whom  he  is  acquainted. 

Milton  G.  Fort,  farmer,  Galveston,  Ark.,  was 
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born  in  Tennessee,  February  24,  1834,  a son  of 
Lewis  B.  and  Harriette  E.  (Wilson)  Fort,  natives 
of  North  Carolina.  Lewis  B.  Fort  was  born  in 
i 1776,  a sou  of  Gerry  and  Elizabeth  (Battle)  Fort, 
of  Irish  descent,  the  former  of  whom  was  killed  at 
a horse-race  while  a young  man,  leaving  a small 
family.  Lewis  B.  Fort,  the  father  of  our  subject, 
moved  to  Hinds  County,  Miss.,  and  from  there  to 
this  State  in  1834,  settling  on  a wild  tract  of  land, 
in  what  is  now  Old  Lewisville,  this  county.  Our 
subject,  then  a lad  of  fourteen,  accompanied  his 
parents  to  this  State.  They  were  the  first  settlers 
in  the  county,  and  the  first  in  this  portion  of  the 
State,  being  the  only  white  residents  from  Camden 
to  Bed  Kiver.  A few  years  after  their  arrival 
i other  settlers  came  to  this  neighborhood.  When 
the  county  (then  a part  of  Union  County)  was 
formed  (about  1843).  Mr.  Fort  gave  the  county  the 
lot  on  which  the  court-house  was  built,  and  as  he 
was  the  first  settler,  and  one  of  the  leading  men  of 
the  county,  the  town  was  named  Lewisville  for 
him,  after  his  given  name.  Lewis.  At  the  out- 
break of  the  war  he  owned  about  1.200  acres  of 
land  and  over  seventy-five  slaves.  Shortly  before 
his  death,  Mr.  Fort  lost  his  mind,  caused  by  the 
bite  of  a cat,  and  in  1S70,  while  deranged,  killed 
himself  with  a knife.  Mr.  Fort  was  twice  married; 
first,  to  the  mother  of  our  subject,  who  died  about 
1865,  and  Mr.  Fort  then  married  Margaret  An- 
drews, who  died  in  1882,  leaving  no  children. 
By  the  first  marriage  there  were  eight  children, 
two  of  whom  only  are  living,  viz. : Milton  G.  (the 
subject  of  this  sketch),  and  Harriette  L.  (now 
Mrs.  Athieson,  of  New  Lewisville).  The  subject 
of  this  sketch  remained  with  his  parents  until  he 
was  twenty-two  years  of  age,  when  he  commenced 
to  farm  for  himself  on  a portion  of  his  father’s 
farm.  In  1861  he  entered  Fagen’s  cavalry  serv- 
ice, Confederate  army,  in  which  lie  served  until  the 
close  of  the  war,  taking  part  in  all  the  principal 
battles  on  the  west  side  of  the  Mississippi  River. 
In  1865  he  received  an  honorable  discharge  from 
the  Confederate  service  and  returned  to  his  family, 
who  had  in  the  meantime  moved  (in  1864)  on  to 
his  present  farm,  which  he  had  purchased  before 
entering  the  army.  Mr.  Fort  has  been  twice  mar- 
ried; first,  October  15,  1846,  to  Miss  Julia  Ann 
Reed,  a native  of  Mississippi,  who  died  June  16, 
1861,  leaving  seven  children,  three  of  whom  are 
now  living,  viz.:  Fannie  (now  Mrs.  Fort,  of  Jef- 
ferson, Tex.),  Emma  and  Ella  (twins);  the  former 
of  whom  is  now  Mrs.  Evans  and  resides  in  Jeffer- 
i son,  Tex.,  aud  the  latter  is  Mrs.  Glasgow,  whose 
husband  is  an  agriculturist  of  this  county,  and 
owns  200  acres  of  land.  In  1863  Mr.  Fort  mar- 


ried Florida  A.  Camdell,  of  Alabama,  by  whom  he 
has  had  nine  children;  four  still  survive,  viz. : Mar- 
garet Ann,  Robert  Edmond,  Adelaide  and  Peircie, 
all  at  home.  At  one  time  Mr.  Fort  was  the  owner 
of  360  acres  of  land,  but  200  of  this  he  has  given 
to  his  children,  now  owning  160  acres.  In  politics 
Mr.  Fort  is  a Democrat,  and  has  a great  deal  of 
influence  throughout  the  county,  taking  an  active 
interest  in  all  work  tending  to  promote  the  welfare 
of  the  community. 

James  W.  Glasgow,  one  of  the  pioneers  of 
Walker  Creek  Township,  was  born  in  Abbeville 
District,  S.  C.,  March  25,  1821,  a son  of  Henry 
and  Ruth  (Williams)  Glasgow,  natives  of  South 
Carolina.  Henry  Glasgow  was  a son  of  John  and 
Nellie  Glasgow,  natives  of  Scotland,  born  in  Glas- 
gow, where  the  father  was  one  of  the  largest  prop- 
erty owners  of  the  city.  He  and  wife  emigrated 
to  this  country  in  1771,  locating  in  South  Carolina, 
where  Henry  Glasgow  was  born  in  1797.  He  was 
in  the  American  army  during  the  Revolutionary 
War.  Henry  Glasgow  was  a farmer  by  occupation, 
and  came  to  this  State  in  1856,  settling  in  Lafay- 
ette County,  where  he  resided  until  his  death  in 
1871.  He  was  married  in  1819  to  Ruth  Williams, 
a daughter  of  James  and  Ellen  Williams.  Her 
parents  were  natives  of  England  and  emigrated  to 
this  country  before  the  Revolutionary  War.  To 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Glasgow  were  born  five  children, 
two  of  whom  are  still  living,  viz.:  James  W.  (the 
subject  of  this  sketch),  and  John  (who  is  also  a 
resident  of  this  county,  being  engaged  in  tilling 
the  soil  in  Walker  Township,  where  he  owns  eighty 
acres  of  fine  land).  The  subject  of  this  sketch  was 
reared  in  Georgia.  In  1857  (one  year  after  his 
father’s  removal  to  this  county)  he  came  to  this 
place  and  located  on  the  farm  on  which  he  resides 
at  present,  consisting  of  450  acres  of  good  land, 
with  about  120  acres  under  cultivation.  In  1864 
he  enlisted  in  the  Arkansas  Home  Guards.  Mr. 
Glasgow  has  been  twice  married,  first  to  Miss 
Mary  Ann  Gilbert,  a native  of  Georgia,  who  died 
in  1886,  after  bearing  her  husband  ten  children, 
six  of  whom  are  now  living,  viz.:  Nancy  Ann  (now 
Mrs.  Tyler,  of  this  township),  John  Henry  (a 
farmer  of  this  township,  and  the  postmaster  of 
Glasgow;  he  owns  320  acres  of  land),  James 
Buchanan  (also  a farmer  of  this  township),  Bettie 
I now  Mrs.  Bethany,  of  this  county),  Sarah  E. 
(now  Mrs.  Bethany,  of  this  county),  aud  Ella  C. 
(now  Mrs.  Caldwell,  of  this  township).  In  1887 
Mr.  Glasgow  was  married  to  Mrs.  Rachel  Ann 
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Bethany,  nee  White,  widow  of  James  Bethany. 
By  her  previous  marriage  Mrs.  Glasgow  was  the 
| mother  of  two  sons,  who  married  two  daughters  of 
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Mr.  Glasgow.  She  was  born  January  7,  1830, 
in  Carroll  County,  Miss.,  a daughter  of  George 
and  Etnma  (Leadbetter)  White.  Both  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Glasgow  are  members  of  the  Missionary  Bap- 
tist Church.  Mr.  Glasgow  belongs  to  the  Masonic 
order  and  the  County  Wheel.  In  politics  he  is 
independent,  voting  for  the  best  interests  of  the 
county  irrespective  of  party.  He  is  one  of  the 
public-spirited  men  of  the  county,  and  is  highly 
esteemed. 

James  B.  Glasgow,  farmer,  Walker  Creek 
Township,  Lafayette  County.  In  compiling  a his- 
tory of  Lafayette  County  and  its  substantial  citi- 
zens, the  name  of  Mr.  Glasgow  should  not  be 
omitted,  for  although  he  is  a young  man,  and  has 
been  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits  but  a short 
time,  he  is  counted  among  the  more  progressive  and 
well-to-do  citizens  of  this  section.  Originally  from 
Alabama,  he  was  born  in  Gwinnett  County  Febru- 
ary 25,  1850,  a son  of  Henry  and  Ruth  (Williams) 
Glasgow,  natives  of  South  Carolina.  Henry  Glas- 
gow wTas  born  in  1797,  a son  of  John  and  Nellie 
Glasgow,  both  born  in  Glasgow,  Scotland,  where 
the  former’s  father  was  one  of  the  largest  property 
owners  of  the  city.  He  and  wife  emigrated  to 
this  country  in  1771,  locating  in  South  Carolina, 
and  he  was  a soldier  in  the  Revolutionary  War. 
The  father  of  our  subject  was  a successful  agri- 
culturist, and  was  engaged  in  that  occupation  all 
his  life.  He  came  to  Arkansas  in  1856,  when  the 
subject  of  this  sketch  was  an  infant,  and  here  he 
resided  until  his  death,  which  occurred  in  1871. 
By  his  marriage  to  Miss  Ellen  Williams,  of  English 
descent,  to  whom  he  was  married  in  1819,  he  was 
the  father  of  five  children,  two  of  whom  only  are 
living.  They  are  James  W. , a successful  farmer 
of  this  township  [see  sketch],  and  the  subject  of 
this  sketch.  James  B.  Glasgow  was  reared  in  this 
county,  where  he  also  received  his  education.  He 
was  reared  on  a farm  from  infancy,  and  in  choosing 
his  occupation  in  life  it  was  but  natural  that  he 
should  select  farming.  He  has  been  engaged  in 
farming  on  his  present  farm  since  18/9.  October 
8,  1878,  he  was  married  to  Miss  Ella  Fort,  born 
January  1,  1856,  a daughter  of  Milton  G.  Fort,  a 
pioneer  of  this  county  [ see  sketch],  and  this  union 
has  resulted  in  the  birth  of  tive  children,  four  of 
whom  are  still  living,  viz.:  James  C.,  Margaret 
Anu,  Giles  Garry  and  Julia  Lee.  Mr.  Glasgow 
now  owns  240  acres  of  land,  with  about  seventy 
acres  under  cultivation,  and  devotes  his  attention 
chiefly  to  the  raising  of  cotton  and  corn.  Politic- 
ally, he  is  stanch  Democrat,  and  is  a member  of 
the  Coirnty  Wheel.  Both  he  and  wife  are  mem- 
bers of  the  Missionary  Baptist  Church. 


Zachary  T.  Halton  is  recognized  as  a careful, 
energetic  agriculturist  of  Lafayette  County,  and  by 
his  advanced  ideas,  progressive  habits  and  liberal 
contributions  to  all  worthy  enterprises,  he  ha3 
gained  the  respect  and  esteem  of  his  fellow-men. 
His  birth  occurred  in  Henderson  County,  Tenn., 
on  February  16,  1833,  and  he  is  the  son  of  Ezekiel 
and  Wincy  (Thomas)  Halton.  natives  of  North 
Carolina,  the  former  bom  in  1811.  The  pa- 
ternal grandfather,  John  Halton,  was  of  Welsh 
descent.  Ezekiel  Halton,  a farmer  by  occupation, 
came  to  Arkansas  in  1841,  and  located  on  a farm 
in  Nevada  County,  which  he  is  now  engaged  in  till- 
ing. His  wTife,  whose  parents  were  David  and  Mar- 
tha (Wilson)  Thomason,  departed  this  life  in  1850, 
leaving  three  children,  all  of  whom  are  still  living: 
Zachary,  Johan  (now  Mrs.  Staggs,  of  Hot  Springs), 
and  William  (a  farmer  of  Ouachita  County). 
W'hen  Zachary  Halton  was  tive  years  of  age,  his 
parents  moved  to  Arkansas,  and  here  he  attained 
his  growth,  and  received  his  education.  He  came 
to  this  county  in  1881,  and  has  ever  since  been  an 
honored  resident,  and  is  now  numbered  among  its 
leading  agriculturists.  He  owns  160  acres  of  val- 
uable land,  about  sixty  acres  being  under  an  excel- 
lent state  of  cultivation.  He  was  married  in  1866. 
to  Miss  Eliza  Jane  Bell,  and  their  union  has  been 
blessed  with  eight  children,  all  of  whom  are  still 
living:  Lewis  and  Leonard  (farmers  of  this  town- 
ship); and  Lawrence,  James,  Emma,  Robert,  Shel- 
ton and  Susie  (at  home).  Mrs.  Haltou  was  born  in 
Coweta  County,  Ga. , in  1843,  and  was  a daughter 
of  James  and  Lucinda  Bell,  both  of  whom  were  born 
in  Georgia.  She  and  husband  are  both  members 
of  the  Presbyterian  Church.  He  is  an  active  mem- 
ber of  the  County  Wheel,  and  in  politics  votes  the 
straight  Democratic  ticket. 

B.  R.  Harrel,  a substantial  farmer  of  Steel 
Township,  Lafayette  County,  was  born  in  Ala 
bama  in  1835.  His  father,  Neil  Harrel,  born  in 
Hancock  County,  Ga.,  was  a soldier  in  Jackson's 
war  with  the  Indians.  He  was  twice  married,  his 
first  wife  being  Miss  Ann  Carwile,  of  South  Caro- 
lina. The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  reared 
on  a farm,  remaining  with  his  father  until  1852. 
He  then  went  to  Florida  and  engaged  in  various 
occupations,  in  1855  being  found  at  Old  Lewis- 
ville, then  the  county  seat  of  this  county,  which 
at  that  time  embraced  all  of  what  is  now 
known  as  Miller  and  Lafayette  Counties.  Here 
he  worked  at  the  carpenter’s  trade.  In  1861  he 
joined  Capt.  Dill’s  company  of  Lafayette  Guards, 
Confederate  States  Army,  which  was  afterward 
consolidated  with  other  companies,  and  served 
j first  in  the  infantry,  then  in  the  cavalry  and  finally 
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in  the  artillery  service,  and  was  engaged  princi- 
pally on  the  east  side  of  the  river.  He  was  in  the 
Army  of  Tennessee,  and  served  as  quartermaster- 
sergeant  in  the  battery.  He  participated  in  the 
battles  of  Murfreesboro,  Chickamauga,  and  in  all 
the  various  battles  throughout  Georgia.  He  was 
twice  wounded,  first  at  Resaca,  being  shot  in 
the  thigh  by  a minie-ball,  and  at  Ivenesaw  Mount- 
ain he  was  slightly  wounded  on  the  head  by  the 
fragment  of  a shell.  At  Jonesboro  he  was  cap- 
tured and  sent  to  Nashville,  Tenn.  ; was  here  ex- 
changed and  returned  to  his  command  and  was  in 
the  last  Tennessee  campaign,  engaging  in  the 
battle  of  Nashville.  He  surrendered  at  Meridian, 
Miss.,  and  immediately  came  home  and  engaged 
in  tilling  the  soil.  In  185S  he  was  wedded  to 
Miss  Ann  Murphy,  by  whom  he  had  live  children, 
viz.:  Martha  M.  (widow  of  Asa  Drew),  N.  D.  (re- 
sides in  the  village),  Allen  L.  (deceased).  Annie 
L.  (wife  of  G.  W.  Dobson,  of  this  place),  and  Lee 
(deceased).  Mrs.  Harrel  died  in  1872,  and  in  1874 
Miss  Ellen  Steel,  of  this  county,  became  Mrs. 
Harrel.  She  was  a daughter  of  John  Steel,  a 
pioneer  of  this  county,  who  served  as  county 
judge  previous  to  the  war.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Harrel  have  been  born  two  children.  Richard  L. 
and  John  T.  His  tirst  wife’s  father,  E.  A. 
Murphy,  was  also  a pioneer  of  this  county,  and 
served  as  county  judge  previous  to  the  war.  He 
owned  considerable  property,  and  was  one  of  the 
leading  men  of  the  county.  Socially  Mr.  Harrel 
affiliates  with  the  Lewisville  Lodge  No.  14,  A.  F. 
& A.  M.,  and  Lewisville  Lodge  No.  56,  K.  of  P. 
Mrs.  Harrel  is  a member  of  the  Christian  Church. 

W.  D.  Harrison,  merchant.  New  Lewisville, 

| Ark.  In  reviewing  the  lives  of  prominent  citizens 
of  Lafayette  County,  the  name  of  Mr.  Harrison 
i is  justly  given  an  enviable  position,  for  it  is  dif- 
ficult to  find  one  of  the  present  day  more  en- 
I titled  to  honorable  mention,  or  who  possesses  to 
such  an  extent  the  esteem  of  his  acquaintances. 
Born  in  Texas  in  1850,  the  fourth  in  a family  of 
six  children  (but  two  of  whom,  R.  J.,  the  eldest, 
residing  in  Texas,  and  our  subject,  survive),  he  is 
the  son  of  L.  L.  and  Mary  ( Wilson)  Harrison, 

; both  born  in  Tennessee.  They  came  to  Texas  at 
a very  early  day,  settling  on  a farm  in  Hunt  Coun- 
ty, near  where  Greenville  now'  is.  Here  the  father 
engaged  very  successfully  in  farming  and  stock- 
raising,  and  here  the  subject  of  this  sketch  was 
reared,  his  early  life  being  divided  between  farm 
duties,  tending  stock,  etc.,  and  attending  the  com- 
mon schools  of  his  native  State.  His  father  ac- 
cumulated considerable  property  during  his  life, 
and  although  he  lost  a number  of  slaves,  etc.. 


during  the  war,  he  left  a large  estate  to  his  widow 
and  children  at  his  death,  which  occurred  during 
the  late  war.  His  widow  still  survives,  residing 
on  the  old  homestead  in  Hood  County.  The  sub- 
ject of  this  sketch  remained  w’ith  his  parents  until 
he  had  attained  his  majority,  in  1S70.  He  then 
left  his  native  State  and  went  to  Homer,  La.,  re- 
maining there  for  eight  years,  following  various 
occupations,  livery  business,  etc.  He  then  moved 
to  Shongaloo,  Webster  Parish,  La.,  where  he  en- 
gaged in  the  mercantile  business  for  nine  years. 
January  1,  1888,  he  came  to  this  place,  where  he 
immediately  engaged  in  mercantile  pursuits,  open- 
ing an  establishment  where  Air.  Taylor  now’  does 
business,  and  erected  the  second  business  house  in 
the  village,  in  July  of  the  following  year.  Here 
he  continued  for  some  time,  but  his  large  and 
growing  business  demanded  more  commodious 
quarters,  and  he  erected  a magnificent  two-story 
30x98  foot  building,  in  which  he  now’  does  business, 
carrying  a stock  of  general  merchandise,  drugs, 
farmers’  supplies,  w’agons,  etc.,  and  does  a busi- 
ness amounting  to  $50,000  annually.  To  cater  to 
his  large  trade  he  employs  three  men,  two  clerks 
and  a book-keeper,  who  see  that  the  customers  are 
well  taken  care  of  and  their  wants  supplied.  In 
connection  with  his  business,  Mr.  Harrison  is 
quite  a large  property  owner,  owning  four  private 
residences  in  the  city  (three  of  which  he  rents,  and 
his  own  neat  and  commodious  residence),  the 
building  in  which  Air.  Taylor  carries  on  his  busi- 
ness, and  the  only  brick  kiln  in  this  section.  Al- 
though deeply  immersed  in  his  own  affairs,  he 
does  not  forget  the  good  of  his  tow’n,  and  exerts 
himself  greatly  to  induce  immigration  to  this  por- 
tion of  the  State,  where,  as  Air.  Harrison,  says, 
“ any  man  can  make  more  than  a living  if  he  will 
only  exert  himself  a little.”  In  1872  Air.  Harri- 
son was  united  in  marriage  to  Aliss  Torbt.  daugh- 
ter  of  Hugh  Torbt,  of  Homer,  La.,  who  died 
after  a short  wedded  life  of  six  years.  In  1879 
Air.  Harrison  wedded  Aliss  Fannie  N.,  daughter  of 
John  H.  Winsitt.  of  Homer,  La.  Airs.  Harrison 
is  a devout  Christian  lady,  a member  of  the  Alis- 
sionary  Baptist  Church.  Air.  Harrison  belongs  to 
the  A.  F.  & A.  AL,  of  which  order  he  is  a de- 
moted member. 

J.  B.  Herndon,  the  popular  merchant  of  Brad- 
ley Station,  was  born  in  this  county  on  February 
9,  I860,  and  here  he  attained  his  growth  and  was 
schooled,  received  the  best  education  that  the  com- 
mon schools  afforded.  He  was  married  September 
20,  1888,  to  Aliss  Lola  A’elvin,  who  was  born  in 
Georgia  in  1867.  Her  father,  R.  C.  Yelvin.  is  now- 
living  in  Texas.  Their  marriage  has  been  blessed 
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in  the  birth  of  one  child,  a daughter — Ella  W.  In 
18S5  Mr.  Herndon  began  life's  battles  for  himself 
by  engaging  in  the  saloon  business  on  Red  River, 
but  in  18SS  he  disposed  of  these  interests,  and 
opened  a general  store  in  Walnut  Hill,  continuing 
there  about  one  year,  and  then  came  to  Bradley. 
Here  he  commenced  a general  merchandise  busi- 
ness, which  he  has  successfully  conducted  ever 
since,  carrying  a stock  valued  at  $2,500,  and  he  is 
conceded  to  be  a very  capable  young  business  man. 
His  wife  is  a member  of  the  Baptist  Church,  in 
which  she  is  one  of  the  most  active  workers,  and 
is  an  intelligent  and  amiable  lady.  J.  B.  Hern- 
don is  one  of  seven  children — three  boys  and  four 
girls — born  to  the  marriage  of  J.  I).  and  Eliza 
(Cramtree)  Herndon,  both  of  whom  were  natives  of 
this  county  and  are  now  deceased.  The  father  de- 
parted this  life  in  March,  1872,  and  his  widow  on 
January  1,  1880.  The  paternal  grandfather  was 
a native  of  Kentucky,  and  emigrated  to  Arkansas 
at  an  early  day,  being  one  of  the  early  pioneers  of 
this  State,  and  here  he  passed  the  remainder  of 
his  life.  He  was  a farmer  by  occupation,  as  was 
j his  son  also,  the  father  of  our  subject.  Five  of 
the  seven  children  born  to  the  parents  are  still  liv- 
ing: Zurie  (deceased),  Mattie  (deceased),  Ida. 

I J.  B.,  R,  F.,  Lola  and  J.  D. 

Thomas  R.  Higgs,  railroad  tie  contractor,  is 
a native  born  resident  of  this  county,  his  birth  hav- 
ing occurred  here  on  February  9,  1854.  and  he  is 
one  of  a family  of  four  children — two  sous  and 
two  daughters — born  to  his  parents,  William  A.  H. 
and  Rossie  (McClennick)  Higgs.  His  father  was 
one  of  the  early  pioneers  of  this  locality,  and  de- 
parted life  in  this  county  in  1855.  After  his  death 
his  widow  took  a second  husband,  Ira  Lee.  who  is 
since  deceased,  by  whom  she  is  the  mother  of  one 
son — Ira  Lee.  She  is  still  living.  Of  the  four 
children  born  to  her  first  marriage,  only  three  are 
living:  Emma,  Mattie  and  Thomas.  The  latter 

grew  to  manhood  in  his  native  county,  and  re- 
ceived the  best  education  that  its  common  schools 
afforded.  Subsequently  he  engaged  in  merchan- 
dising in  Walnut  Hill  and  Lewisville,  and  was  suc- 
cessfully occupied  in  this  pursuit  when  he  left  it 
to  engage  in  his  present  business.  He  now  owns 
about  1,200  acres  of  good  land  in  the  county,  and 
about  100  acres  of  this  is  under  cultivation.  He 
has  held  a number  of  local  offices  of  trust  and 
honor,  among  them  being  constable  (in  which  office 
he  served  for  four  years)  and  deputy  sheriff.  He  is 
one  of  the  well-to-do  and  influential  citizens  of  this 
county,  and  takes  a deep  interest  in  the  welfar-e  of 
the  community.  He  is  unmarried. 

Robert  H.  Howell,  county  and  probate  judge 


of  Lafayette  County,  owes  his  nativity  to  Upson 
County,  Ga. , where  his  birth  occurred  March  10, 
1835.  His  father,  Caspar  Howell,  was  born  in 
Georgia,  in  1790,  and  there  he  grew  to  maturity, 
later  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits,  which  he 
successfully  conducted  until  his  death,  which  oc- 
curred in  1845.  His  wife,  whose  maiden  name 
was  Christine  White,  departed  this  life  in  Colum- 
bia County,  Ark.,  in  1867.  Of  the  eight  children 
born  to  their  marriage,  onlv  three  are  now  living, 
the  subject  of  this  sketch  and  his  two  sisters. 
Robert  H. -Howell  attained  his  growth  in  his  native 
State,  and  obtained  the  best  education  the  com- 
mon schools  afforded.  In  1856  he  moved  to  Co- 
lumbia County,  Ark.,  and  there  he  made  his 
home  until  1866,  when  he  came  to  Lafayette 
County.  He  enlisted  as  a private  in  the  Confed- 
erate cause  in  1861.  joining  the  Invincible  Guards, 
Third  Arkansas  State  Troops,  but  after  about  three 
months  this  regiment  was  disbanded,  and  he  then 
joined  the  First  Tennessee  Heavy  Artillery,  under 
Col.  Audrew  Jackson,  in  which  he  served  until  the 
surrender.  During  this  time  he  was  in  the  tight 
at  Columbus,  Ivy. , at  Fort  Pillow,  and  siege  of 
Vicksburg,  where  he  was  captured,  but  immediately 
paroled,  and  was  at  Fort  Morgan,  Ala. , and  for 
his  meritorious  conduct  and  strict  attention  to 
duty  he  was  promoted  to  a lieutenancy.  At  Mo- 
bile, Ala.,  he  was  captured  and  taken  to  New  Or- 
leans, thence  to  Lafayette,  N.  Y'.,  where  he  was 
kept  a prisoner  for  several  months,  then  taken  to 
Fort  Warren,  Mass.,  and  here  he  was  released  at 
the  close  of  the  war.  He  immediately  returned  to 
Columbia  County,  and  was  married,  in  1866,  to 
Miss  Sarah  R.  Dismakus,  a native  of  Tennessee, 
and  the  daughter  of  Thomas  and  Mary  J.  Hagar, 
both  of  whom  were  natives  of  Virginia.  Her 
father  died  in  this  county  some  time  since,  but  her 
mother  is  still  living,  and  makes  her  home  with 
her  children.  Mr.  Howell  and  wife  are  the  parents 
of  six  children— two  sons  and  four  daughters: 
Henrie,  Ora,  Willie,  Eva,  Lee  and  Lynn.  As  men- 
tioned above,  Mr.  Howell  came  to  this  county  in 
1866,  and  from  that  date  until  1887  he  was  suc- 
cessfully occupied  in  farming.  In  1886  he  was 


County,  and  he  has  ever  since  been  efficiently  dis- 
charging the  duties  incumbent  upon  this  office. 
Socially  he  is  a member  of  the  Masonic  order, 
which  he  joined  in  1855,  and  in  which  he  has  at- 
tained to  the  Royal  Arch  degree,  and  belongs  to 
the  I.  O.  O.  F.  He  and  wife  are  both  much  es- 
teemed members  of  the  Baptist  Church,  and  in 
politics  he  is  now,  and  ever  has  been,  a stanch 
Democrat.  He  is  the  owner  of  a fine  saw  mill,  lo- 
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cated  about  two  and  one  half  miles  northwest  of 
Lewisville. 

A.  S.  Johnson,  junior  member  of  the  firm  of 
Johnson  Bros.,  of  New  Lewisville,  Ark.,  opened 
his  eyes  to  the  light  of  this  world  in  Tennessee  in 
1802,  the  fourth  in  a family  of  six  children  born  to 
Benjamin  and  Eliza  (Darter)  Johnson,  natives  of 
Tennessee.  Mr.  Johnson  followed  agricultural 
pursuits  in  Tennessee,  and  in  1870  he  came  to 
Louisiana,  locating  at  Shreveport,  where  he  resided 
for  seventeen  years,  and  during  that  time  served 
several  terms  as  street  commissioner.  He  was  a 
soldier  in  the  Confederate  army,  serving  as  first 
lieutenant  in  Company  A,  Douglass’  battalion. 
Gen.  Wheeler,  commander,  and  participated  in  the 
battle  of  Murfreesboro  and  numerous  skirmishes. 
He  was  twice  married;  first,  to  a Miss  Wright, 
by  whom  he  w^as  the  father  of  four  children,  viz. : 
Virgil  F.  (resides  in  Nashville,  Tenn. ),  Benjamin 
(residing  near  Murfreesboro),  W.  L.  (also  resides 
near  that  place),  and  Caroline  (the  wife  of  Mr. 
Overall).  By  his  second  wife  he  wras  the  father  of 
six  children,  four  of  whom  still  survive,  viz. : AY. 
C.  (engaged  in  business  in  this  city),  A.  S.  (our 
subject),  J.  C.  (in  partnership  with  his  brothers), 
and  Ella  AV.  (wife  of  Mr.  Sim  Owen,  a conductor  on 
the  Cotton  Belt  road).  Air.  Johnson  was  grand 
master  of  his  lodge,  I.  O.  O.  F..  which  he  joined 
in  1847,  and  wrhich  he  represented  in  the  Grand 
Lodge  of  the  State  in  1860.  The  subject  of  this 
biographical  sketch  received  his  education  chiefiy 
in  the  common  schools  of  Illinois  and  Louisiana, 
commencing  in  life  for  himself  at  the  age  of 
twelve  years,  by  driving  a cart  for  50  cents  per  day. 
From  that  he  engaged  in  contracting  in  stone,  etc., 
in  his  eighteenth  year.  He  continued  in  contract- 
ing for  a number  of  years,  until  1885.  when  he 
went  to  Sulphur  Springs,  Tex.,  and  engaged  at  a 
salary  -with  Hargrove  & Aliller,  with  whom  he  re- 
mained eighteen  months.  He  came  to  Arkansas  in 
18S7,  locating  in  the  city,  and  took  charge  of  John 
C.  English’s  business,  continuing  with  him  for  one 
year.  He  then  formed  a partnership  with  J.  C. 
Johnson,  his  brother,  and  together  they  organized  a 
general  merchandise  business,  which  they  still  con- 
tinue; they  have  an  extensive  trade,  mostly  railroad 
business,  amounting  to  about  §60,000  per  annum. 
They  intend  to  branch  out  in  the  general  furnish- 
ing business  this  year,  when  their  sales  will  amount 
to  much  more.  They  have  a building  40x80  feet, 
well  filled  with  the  best  goods  the  market  affords, 
and  though  they  are  young  men  they  are  very  suc- 
cessful. They  understand  the  wants  of  the  people, 
and  aim  to  supply  these  wTants  to  the  best  of  their 
ability,  which  is.  perhaps,  the  secret  of  their  success. 


Air.  A,  S.  Johnson  was  married,  in  1887,  to  Aliss 
Lucy  Farrar,  daughter  of  Brittian  and  Alay  Farrar, 
pioneers -of  Columbia  County,  and  this  union  has 
been  blessed  with  one  child — H.  B.  Both  Air.  and 
Airs.  Johnson  are  members  of  the  Cumberland 
Presbyterian  Church.  J.  C.  Johnson,  junior  mem- 
ber of  the  well-known  firm  of  Johnson  Bros.,  owes 
his  nativity  to  Illinois,  where  he  was  born  in 
1869,  the  fifth  child  born  to  Benjamin  J.  Johnson 
and  wfife.  At  the  early  age  of  twelve  years  he  en- 
gaged in  business  with  Air.  Greig,  of  Shreveport. 
La.,  in  the  wholesale  business,  continuing  with 
him  until  he  attained  his  nineteenth  year,  at  which 
time  he  came  to  this  place  and  engaged  in  business 
with  his  brother,  and  together  they  still  continue 
it.  He  is  a promising  young  man,  and  bids  fair  to 
become  one  of  the  prominent  citizens  of  the  county. 

AVilliam  AI.  King,  another  of  the  well  known 
and  prosperous  farmers  of  this  section,  was  born 
February  5,  1854,  in  Pike  County,  Aliss., the  third 
of  a family  of  six  children,  all  of  whom  are  now  liv- 
ing, born  to  the  union  of  John  W.  and  Angelina 
(Foil)  King,  the  former  born  Alay  7.  1822,  a son  of 
Henry  King,  a native  of  Georgia.  The  mother  was 
born  July  22,  1825,  the  daughter  of  AA’illiam  and 
Sarah  Foil.  John  AV.  King  moved  to  Alississippi 
in  1847,  and  from  thence  in  1858.  to  this  State,  lo- 
cating in  Lafayette  County,  where  he  entered  a farm 
of  160  acres  of  land.  In  1861  he  enlisted  in  a 
regiment  of  Confederate  cavalry,  in  which  he 
served  until  the  close  of  the  war.  He  was  twice 
married,  his  first  wife  leaving  two  children,  both 
of  whom  are  dead.  His  second  union  w'as  to  the 
mother  of  our  subject.  He  died  January  1 1,  186  < ; 
his  widow  died  in  1887.  She  was  a member  of  the 
Alissionary  Baptist  Church.  Of  the  six  children 
born  to  their  marriage,  David  L.,  an  attorney,  re- 
sides in  New  Lewisville,  James  AI.  is  engaged  in 
agricultural  pursuits  in  this  county.  William  AI. 
is  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  Jahaza  A.  is  now7  Airs. 
Barker  of  Alars  Hill,  Robert  A.  is  tilling  the  soil 
in  this  township,  as  is  John  AI.  At  the  age  of 
nineteen  years,  the  subject  of  this  sketch  com- 
menced clerking  in  a store  at  Alars  Hill,  and  con- 
tinued here  for  four  years,  at  the  end  of  which 
time  he  was  married  and  then  commenced  farming. 
Two  years  later  he  again  engaged  as  a clerk,  and 
continued  as  such  for  six  years,  five  at  Lewisville, 
and  one  year  at  Hope,  Ark.  In  1885  he  went  to 
Arcadia,  La.,  and  engaged  in  the  mercantile  busi- 
ness for  himself,  but  continued  here  but  two  years 
when  he  sold  out  and  again  engaged  as  a clerk 
at  Alacrnolia.  and  the  following  year  at  New  Lewis- 
ville.  In  1S8S  he  purchased  his  present  farm  of 
160  acres.  In  1876  he  was  married  to  Aliss  Alary 
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Alice  Carlton,  a native  of  Louisana,  bora  in  Bien: 
ville  Parish,  in  1857,  a daughter  of  Lewis  Carlton 
and  wife,  formerly  Miss  L.  C.  Dozier,  a native  of 
Louisiana.  To  this  union  have  been  born  five 
children,  viz.:  Lonnie  A. .Della  E.,Ora  (deceased), 
Otis  and  Carl.  Both  Mr.  and  Mrs.  King  are  act- 
ive members  of  the  Missionary  Baptist  Church. 
Mr.  King  is  one  of  the  leading  Democrats  of  this 
county,  and  is  actively  interested  in  politics.  He  is 
well  known  throughout  the  county  and  is  highly  re- 
spected. 

Jesse  T.  Lee.  farmer.  Mars  Hill  Township.  No 
worthy  reference  to  the  agricultural  affairs  of  this 
county  would  be  complete  without  mention  of  Mr. 
Lee,  among  others  engaged  in  tilling  the  soil. 
Beside  this,  he  enjoys,  to  an  unlimited  extent,  the 
confidence  and  esteem  of  all  who  know  him,  and 
is  one  of  the  influential  men  of  the  county.  His 
birth  occurred  in  Alabama,  in  1847,  being  the  son 
of  Boykin  Lee  and  wife  {nee  Jeanette  Garret),  na- 
tives of  North  Carolina  and  Georgia,  respectively. 
When  a young  man,  the  father  went  to  Alabama, 
where  he  married,  and  in  1850  emigrated  to  Co- 
lumbia County,  Ark.,  and  there  made  his  home 
until  1855,  at  which  time  he  came  to  Lafayette 
County.  He  departed  this  life  in  Texas,  in  1SS6, 
whither  he  had  moved  about  1880,  his  widow  surviv- 
ing him  until  18S7,  wdien  she  too  passed  away  in 
the  same  State.  Of  the  eleven  children  born  to 
their  marriage,  five  (three  sons  and  two  daughters) 
survive,  Jesse  T.  Lee  being  the  fourth  in  order  of 
birth.  He  was  brought  to  this  State  in  his  fourth 
year  by  his  parents,  and  he  attained  his  growth  in 
this  and  Columbia  Counties.  He  never  received 
any  schooling.  In  his  seventeenth  year  he  entered 
the  Confederate  army,  and  served  as  courier  for 
about  twenty-one  months,  but  after  the  surrender 
he  returned  to  his  parents,  with  w'hom  he  remained 
for  some  time.  He  was  married,  in  1870,  to  Miss 
Mary  Browning,  a native  of  Alabama,  bora  about 
1840,  and  their  union  has  resulted  in  the  birth  of 
nine  children,  eight  of  whom  are  still  living:  Addie, 
Robert,  Sallie,  Jesse,  Ida,  Florence,  Rena  and  Essie. 
He  owns  220  acres  of  land,  lying  about  eleven 
miles  south  of  the  county  seat,  about  ninety  acres 
of  it  being  under  cultivation.  He  located  the  farm 
in  the  woods,  and  all  the  improvements  on  it  have 
been  made  entirely  by  his  own  efforts  and  industry. 
Politically,  he  is  a stanch  Democrat,  having  cast 
his  first  vote  for  Horace  Greeley.  He  and  wife  are 
both  members  of  the  Missionary  Baptist  Church, 
and  take  a deep  interest  in  educational  affairs,  as 
they  do  in  all  matters  pertaining  to  the  welfare 
of  the  community;  he  belongs  to  the  Wheel. 

Clint  Le  May.  the  present  efficient  sheriff  of  La- 


fayette County,  resides  in  La  Grange  Township. 

He  opened  his  eyes  to  the  light  of  this  world  in 
this  county  on  October  6,  1854,  and  here  he  has 
passed  his  life,  receiving  his  education  in  the  com- 
mon schools.  His  father,  H.  M.  Le  May,  was  born 
in  Virginia,  and  passed  from  life  in  this  county  in 
1809,  whither  he  had  moved  from  Mississippi  at 
an  early  day,  being  about  the  sixth  man  in  this  lo- 
cality. His  ancestors  originally  came  from  France. 

He  was  a farmer  by  occupation,  and  was  very  suc- 
cessful in  that  calling,  and,  in  connection  with  his  j 
farming  operations,  he  conducted  a saw  and  grist- 
mill business.  He  was  one  of  the  influential  citi- 
zens of  this  county,  and  served  in  a number  of 
official  positions.  In  1842,  when  the  county  seat 
was  moved  to  Lewisville,  he  was  one  of  the  com- 
missioners to  let  the  contract  for  building  the  court- 
house and  jail.  He  was  afterward  elected  county 
treasurer,  and  filled  that  office  two  terms,  and  he 
was  a much-esteemed  member  of  the  Baptist 
Church.  His  wife,  formerly  Miss  Elizabeth  B. 
Strickland,  a native  of  Mississippi,  is  still  living. 
They  were  the  parents  of  nine  children — seven 
sons  and  two  daughters — but  only  five  (boys)  sur- 
vive, the  subject  of  this  sketch  being  the  youngest. 
Clint  Le  May  "was  chosen  to  his  present  position  in 
September,  1887,  having  previously  served  as 
deputy  sheriff,  and  he  has  proved  himself  to  be  the 
right  man  in  the  right  place.  He  owns  a fine  farm, 
comprising  200  acres,  175  acres  being  under  culti- 
vation, and  besides  this  he  owns  a half  interest  in 
300  acres  lying  in  another  tract.  September.  1880, 
witnessed  his  marriage  to  Mrs.  Frances  E.  Wilson, 
nee  French,  daughter  of  John  S.  French,  an  early 
pioneer  of  this  county.  Socially,  Mr.  Le  May  be- 
longs to  the  K.  of  P. , K.  of  L.,  and  the  County 
Wheel,  and  politically  he  was  a conservative  Demo- 
crat up  to  188(3,  casting  his  first  vote  for  Tilden  and 
Hendricks,  but  since  then  he  has  been  a Union 
Labor  member,  and  ever  shall  be. 

Marion  D.  Lester,  of  the  firm  of  Lester  & Olive, 
general  merchants  of  New  Lewisville.  Ark.  Al- 
though a young  man  in  years,  Mr.  Lester  is  the 
oldest  business  man  in  this  place,  coming  to  this 
town  in  1885,  and  erecting  the  first  business  house 
in  the  village.  His  residence  is  the  oldest  in  New 
Lewisville,  and  is  said  to  be  the  oldest  in  the 
county.  He  continued  in  business  alone  for  one 
year,  then  formed  a partnership  with  Mr.  J.  T. 
Martin,  his  father-in-law,  who  retired  in  1S87.  and 
the  same  year  the  firm  of  Lester  A Olive  was 
formed,  which  has  since  continued.  The  firm  is 
composed  of  energetic  young  business  men.  and 
although  they  have  been  in  business  for  so  short  a 
time,  their  reputation  for  selling  good  goods  at  the 
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lowest  figure  extends  for  many  miles,  and  their 
trade,  already  quite  large,  is  growing  steadily. 
Their  motto  is  small  protits  and  quick  sales.  They 
buv  for  cash  and  always  discount  their  bills,  and 
are  doing  a nice  business  of  about  $25,000  annually. 
Mr.  Lester,  the  senior  member  of  the  firm,  was 
born  in  Georgia  in  1857,  the  ninth  of  twelve  chil- 
dren born  to  James  and  Eleanor  (Daniels)  Lester, 
natives  of  Georgia.  His  father.  James  Lester,  was 
a farmer  and  merchant,  and  came  to  this  State  in 
1866,  settling  in  this  county.  He  had  come  to 
this  county  previously  in  1859.  buying  a farm  of 
640  acres,  sixty  acres  of  which  were  improved. 
He  brought  some  of  his  slaves  with  him  at  that 
time  and  left  them  in  charge  of  Robert  Jennings, 
while  he  returned  to  his  home  in  Georgia,  remain- 
ing there  until  1866,  when  he  again  returned  to 
this  place.  He  served  in  the  war  of  1836,  being 
employed  to  bring  the  Indians  west  from  Cherokee 
County,  Ga.  He  also  served  as  an  officer  for  a 
short  time  in  the  Confederate  service.  Of  the 
twelve  children  born  to  himself  and  wife,  four  boys 
and  one  girl  still  survive,  viz. : Nathaniel  (a  farmer 
of  Mars  Hill  Township),  Louis  (also  a farmer  of 
Mars  Hill  Township),  James  T.  (a  merchant  of 
Mars  Hill,  also  farms),  M.  D.  (the  subject  of  this 
sketch),  and  Lena  (wife  of  J.  G.  Olive,  of  the  firm 
of  Lester  A Olive.  ) Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lester  are  still 
living,  and  reside  in  Mars  Hill  Township.  Mr. 
Lester  is  a member  of  the  Primitive  Baptist  Church. 
The  subject  of  this  brief  sketch  came  with  his  par- 
ents to  this  State  in  1866,  and  was  reared  to  farm 
life,  and  educated  in  this  county.  At  the  age  of 
twenty-one  years  he  commenced  life  for  himself  by 
engaging  in  farming  on  his  father’s  land,  continu- 
ing for  two  years,  when  he  commenced  a mer- 
chandise business  in  the  town  of  Mars  Hill  in  part- 
nership with  his  father-in-law,  in  the  year  1880. 
After  continuing  there  for  four  years  Mr.  Martin 
quit  business,  and  the  subject  of  this  sketch  came 
to  New  Lewisville  and  opened  his  present  establish- 
ment, carrying  on  trade  for  himself  for  one  year. 
Mr.  Martin  then  bought  an  interest  in  the  business 
and  remained  for  two  years,  when  he  sold  out  to 
Mr.  J.  G.  Olive.  Mr.  Lester  was  married  in  1880 
to  Mary,  daughter  of  J.  T.  Martin,  of  this  county, 
and  this  union  has  resulted  in  the  birth  of  four 
children,  viz.  : Thomas  II.,  Lelia,  Herman,  and  one 
unnamed.  Mr.  Lester  is  a member  of  Lewisville 
Lodge  No.  14,  A.  E.  A A.  51.;  his  wife  is  a mem- 
ber of  the  ladies’  department  of  the  same  order 
and  lodge. 

William  G.  Le  wis,  a well-known  and  extensive 
farmer  of  Steel  Township,  Lafayette  County,  was 
born  January  10,  1807,  in  Halifax  County,  N.  C. , 


a son  of  Crowell  and  Sarah  (Williams)  Lewis,  both 
natives  of  Virginia.  Crowell  Lewis  was  a son  of 
William  Green  Lewis,  a wealthy  planter  of  Virginia,, 
later  of  North  Carolina,  who  at  the  time  of  the  war 
owned  thirty-two  slaves  and  a large  plantation.  Mrs. 
Lewis  was  a daughter  of  William  Green  Williams, 
also  a large  planter  of  North  Carolina,  who  lost 
thirty-three  slaves  at  the  time  of  the  war.  The 
father  of  our  subject  was  a farmer  by  occupation, 
and  he  and  wife  died  one  week  apart  when  the  sub- 
ject of  this  sketch  was  a small  child,  leaving  eight 
children,  but  .two  of  whom  are  now  living,  viz. : 
William  G.,  and  John  C.,  a farmer  of  Texas.  Pre- 
vious to  their  death  the  parents  had  moved  to  Wil- 
son County,  Tenn.,  and  upon  their  death  the  chil- 
dren were  left  entirely  alone  in  a strange  country 
and  were  scattered,  and  found  homes  throughout 
Tennessee.  At  the  age  of  ten  years  our  subject 
was  bound  out  to  Jack  Baxter,  a farmer  of  Wilson 
County,  Tenn..  with  whom  he  lived  until  he  had  at- 
tained his  majority,  when  he  left  and  went  on  the 
“ Jim  Brown,”  a Mississippi  steamer  running  be- 
tween St.  Louis  and  New  Orleans,  as  pilot.  He 
remained  with  this  boat  for  one  year,  and  then,  on 
account  of  ill  health,  he  was  obliged  to  give  up  his 
chosen  calling,  in  which  he  was  meeting  with  great 
success.  He  returned  to  his  old  employer,  with 
whom  he  remained  two  years;  then  was  engaged 
as  overseer  for  a large  planter  in  Alabama.  Two 
years  later  he  went  to  Kentucky,  where  he  took 
charge  of  a large  plantation.  In  1849  he  came  to 
this  State,  settling  in  this  county.  He  located  a 
tract  of  land  which  he  afterward  sold,  and  in  1854 
entered  most  of  his  present  farm.  In  1847  he 
was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Susan  Haralson, 
daughter  of  Vincent  Paul  Haralson,  a prominent 
Methodist  minister,  born  in  Tennessee  in  18 — . To 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lewis  have  been  born  five  children, 
but  one  of  whom.  Susan  L. , now  Mrs.  Powers,  of 
Texas,  is  living.  She  is  the  mother  of  five  children, 
V illiam  Lewis,  the  eldest  son,  now  deceased,  left 
one  son,  Lon,  who  has  been  reared  by  his  grand- 
father, and  is  still  living  with  him.  Mr.  Lewis 
owns  160  acres  of  land  in  his  home  place,  and 
eighty  acres  in  Miller  County.  He  is  largely  in- 
terested in  cattle,  horses  and  hogs,  being  the  most 
extensive  stock-raiser  in  the  county.  This  prop- 
erty he  has  accumulated  by  his  own  effort  and  good 
management,  and  he  is  to-day  one  of  the  most  re- 
spected citizens  of  the  county.  In  politics  he  was 
an  old  time  Whig,  but  now  votes  with  the  Dem- 
ocratic party. 

John  M.  Lewis.  Prominent  among  the  worthy 
agriculturists  of  Walker  Creek  Township  is  Mr. 
Lewis,  whose  birth  occurred  in  Covington  County, 


. 

- 


' 


■ 

' 

■ 

. 


I Miss.,  October  10,  1844.  His  father,  Benjamin 
Lewis,  was  born  in  Marion  County,  Miss., on  Decern 
ber  29,  1S20.  of  Scotch  descent,  being  a son  of  Mar- 
fin  and  Sarah  Lewis,  his  father  having  served  in  the 
Revolutionary  War.  He  was  a farmer  by  occupa- 
tion, and  in  1853  he  left  his  native  State  and  came 
to  Arkansas,  locating  in  this  township,  on  the  farm 
where  his  widow  now  lives,  which  still  comprises 
320  acres,  the  larger  portion  of  it  having  been  di- 
vided among  the  children.  He  departed  this  life 

on  Mav  4,  1807.  He  stood  higrb  in  Masonic  circles, 

* ~ . 
and  was  a worthy  member  of  the  Methodist  Epis- 
copal Church,  South,  as  is  his  wife.  She  was 
born  in  Covington  County,  Miss.,  on  February  20, 
1827,  and  was  the  daughter  of  John  and  Polly  A. 
(Gilliland)  Terrill,  both  of  Irish  descent,  born  in 
17S5  and  1800,  respectively.  She  was  united  in 
marriage  to  Mr.  Lewis  on  November  10,  1S43.  and 
became  the  mother  of  six  children,  three  of  whom 
are  still  living,  the  subject  of  this  sketch  being  the 
eldest;  John  M.,  Vernon  (a  farmer  of  this  town- 
ship), and  Addie  M.  (now  Mrs.  Welbourn,  also  of 
this  township).  When  John  M.  Lewis  was  nine 
years  of  age,  his  parents  came  to  Arkansas,  and 
here  he  grew  to  manhood.  In  1801  he  enlisted  in 
the  Fifteenth  Arkansas  Infantry,  in  which  he  served 
until  the  close  of  the  war.  participating  in  the  battles 
: of  Forts  Henry  and  Donelson,  Holly  Springs,  and 

Port  Hudson.  At  this  latter  battle  he  was  capt- 
ured and  paroled,  and  after  remaining  iu  parole 
camp  for  four  months  was  transferred,  and  then 
engaged  in  the  battles  of  Poison  Springs,  Alumm’s 
Mills,  Prairie  Dam,  and  Jenkins’  Ferry.  He  was 
captured  at  Fort  Donelson  and  taken  to  Chicago, 
where  he  was  held  nine  months.  He  returned  home 
in  June,  1805,  and  immediately  after  commenced 
farming.  He  has  been  twice  married:  First,  on 
June  9,  1S07,  to  Miss  Mary  T.  Byrne,  a native  of 
Tennessee,  who  died  iu  1S68,  leaving  one  daughter, 
since  deceased.  His  next  matrimonial  venture  was 
on  September  25,  1872.  when  Miss  Lucinda  Taylor 
became  his  wife.  She  was  a daughter  of  William 
and  Louisa  (Hartsogg)  Taylor,  and  was  born  in 
Mississippi  in  1849.  The  fruits  of  their  union 
have  been  two  children;  Benjamin  A.  and  Samuel 
T.  Mr.  Lewis  owns  a tine  farm  of  100  acres,  with 
about  seventy-five  acres  under  cultivation,  and  his 
entire  time  and  attention  is  devoted  to  the  proper 
tilling  of  the  soil.  He  and  wife  are  both  consistent 
members  of  the  Missionary  Baptist  Church,  and  are 
well  known  throughout  the  community, where  they 
are  highly  respected.  He  belongs  to  the  Wheel,  and 
in  politics  is  a stanch  Democrat,  and  has  held  the 
office  of  school  director  for  tifteen  years. 

William  McClendon,  an  energetic  young  farmer  j 


of  Walker  Creek  Township,  was  born  August  29. 
1859,  in  Russell  County,  Ala.,  a son  of  William 
and  Margaret  Ann,  (Stringer)  McClendon,  natives 
of  Alabama  and  South  Carolina,  respectively. 
William  McClendon  was  born  January  8.  1820.  a 
son  of  John  and  Mary  Polly  (Averett)  McClendon, 
of  Scotch-Irish  descent,  who  moved  with  his 
father  to  this  State  when  the  subject  of  this 
sketch  was  an  infant.  He  located  in  this  county, 
on  the  same  farm  on  which  our  subject  now 
lives,  together  with  the  farm  now  owned  by 
Squire  Leig,  and  was  one  of  the  largest  planters 
and  slave' owners  in  the  county.  He  died  Novem- 
ber 15,  1SG3.  The  grandfather  lived  to  the  age 
of  eighty -five,  and  died  in  this  county  in  Au- 
gust, 1884.  William  McClendon  was  married  De- 
cember 17,  1854,  to  Miss  Margaret  Ann  Stringer, 
daughter  of  Eli  Stringer  and  Martha  Stringer, 
born  September  22,  1835.  After  the  death  of  her 
husband,  Mrs.  McClendon  married  Cassius  Leigh, 
of  this  township  and  now  lives  on  a farm  adjoining 
her  son.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  McClendon  were  born 
five  children,  two  of  whom  only  survive,  viz. : Cus- 
seta  (now  Mrs.  Beaton  of  Cross  County.  Tex.), 
and  William  (the  subject  of  this  sketch).  He  was 
reared  on  the  farm  on  which  he  now  lives,  and  on 
which  he  commenced  farming  at  the  age  of  twenty- 
two  years.  In  1S82  he  bought  the  farm,  consist- 
ing of  425  acres  of  land,  and  now  has  over  100 
acres  under  cultivation.  In  1SS4  he  was  married 
to  Miss  Alice  Daugherty,  a native  of  Louisiana, 
born  March  28,  1860.  a daughter  of  John  and  Bet- 
tie  (Powell)  Daugherty.  To  this  union  there  have 
been  born  three  children,  two  of  whom  are  still  liv- 
ing, viz. : Leigh  Alexander,  May  Belle  (deceased) 
and  Cusseta.  Mrs.  McClendon  is  a member  of  the 
Missionary  Baptist  Church.  In  his  political  views 
Mr.  McClendon  affiliates  with  the  Democrat  party. 
He  is  a well-known  man,  a prominent  young  farm- 
er, and  is  highly  respected  by  all  who  know  him. 
He  owns  a horse  power  cotton  gin. 

Robert  R.  Moore,  the  genial  proprietor  of 
Moore  Hotel,  Lewisville,  Ark.,  owes  his  nativity  to 
Greensboro,  Ga. , where  he  was  born  November  8, 
1845,  a son  of  W.  H.  and  Frances  (Rea)  Moore, 
natives  of  South  Carolina  and  Georgia,  respect- 
ively. W.  H.  Moore  was  a minister  of  the  old 
school  Presbyterian  denomination,  and  as  such  was 
quite  distinguished,  preaching  the  gospel  for  a 
number  of  years.  He  early  moved  to  Georgia,  and 
latter  to  Alabama,  and  died  in  1853,  at  Cooper’s 
Well,  in  Mississippi.  The  mother  died  in  1852, 
and  wTas  buried  at  La  Fayette,  Ala.  They  were 
the  parents  of  four  children,  the  subject  of  this 
sketch  being  the  only  survivor.  He  wa3  reared 
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principally  in  Alabama,  attending  school  until  his  ; 
sixteenth  year,  when  lie  left  his  home,  friends  and  I 
books  to  engage  in  the  late  war.  He  enlisted  in  i 
Company  I.  Thirty-seventh  Alabama  Infantry,  Col.  ! 
James  F.  Dowdell,  ox- Congressman  from  Alabama,  1 
commander.  He  was  under  the  command  of  Gen.  I 
Joseph  E.  Johnston.  For  some  time  he  served  in  I 
the  Brigade  Commissary  Department.  He.  was  , 
wounded  at  the  battle  of  Besaca,  Ga. , and  after-  I 
ward  was  ordnance  sergeant,  in  which  capacity 
he  served  until  the  surrender  at  Greensboro,  N.  J 
C.  He  participated  in  the  last  battles  fought  by  i 
Gen.  Joseph  E.  Johnston,  March  19,  20  and  21, 
1805,  at  Bontonville.  X.  C.  There  were  about 
1,300  men  in  his  regiment  on  starting  out  at  the 
commencement  of  the  war,  and  at  the  close  there 
were  but  seventy  six  bearing  arms;  and  of  his  old 
company  of  1 25  men,  there  was  but  one  private  en- 
gaged in  the  last  battle,  namelv  Buff  Moore,  of  La 
Fayette.  Ala.  Immediately  after  the  close  of  the 
war  Mr.  Moore,  accompanied  by  his  trusty  servant 
and  former  siave,  Jim,  who  had  been  true  through 
all  his  trials,  returned  to  Alabama,  remaining  there 
but  a short  time  and  then  coming  West,  locating 
in  Columbia  County,  Ark.,  where  he  engaged  in 
farming  for  six  years.  At  the  end  of  that  time  he 
moved  to  Lafayette  Countv.  and  engaged  in  the 
mercantile  business,  book-keeping,  etc.,  for  twelve 
years,  and  then  engaged  in  the  hotel  business  in 
Lewisville.  In  1SSU  he  moved  to  this  place  (New 
Lewisville),  and  erected  one  of  the  handsomest 
hotel  buildings  in  Southern  Arkansas.  It  is  two 
stories  high,  built  in  the  shape  of  an  L.  and  con- 
tains some  fourteen  rooms,  12x14  and  14x16,  all 
handsomely  furnished.  The  dining-room  is  16x30. 
The  house  is  elegantly  furnished  throughout;  the 
cuisine  is  well  arranged,  and  it  is  the  aim  of  Mr. 
Moore  and  his  amiable  wife  to  make  guests  feel 
comfortable  and  at  home.  In  this  they  succeed  so 
well  that  everybody  leaves  with  the  full  determi- 
nation that  should  they  again  visit  the  place,  they 
will  give  mine  host  Moore  a call.  Mr.  Moore  has 
been  twice  married;  lirst,  in  1870,  to  Miss  Mattie 
E.,  daughter  of  Alex,  and  Frances  (Price)  Byrne, 
natives  of  Tennessee,  of  Irish  descent.  After  a 
felicitous  married  life  of  two  years,  Mrs.  Moore  died, 
leaving  oue  son,  Howard  Ik.  about  two  months  old, 
who  is  nowattending  the  Arkansas  Industrial  Uni- 
versity, at  Fayetteville,  Ark.  In  1882  Mr.  Moore 
was  united  in  marriage  to  Mrs.  Lizzie  B.  Young,  nee 
Smith,  daughter  of  Dr.  Newton  and  Mary  (Spencer) 
Smith,  natives  of  Alabama  and  Georgia,  respectively- 
Mrs.  Moore  was  born  in  Alabama,  in  1846.  To 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Moore  have  been  born  one  child — 
Carried.  Both  he  and  wife  are  members  of  the 
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Old  School  Presbyterian  Church.  In  secret  soci- 
eties Mr.  Moore  affiliates  with  the  Lewisville  Lodge 
No.  57,  K.  of  P. , K.  of  H.  of  Magnolia,  Ark.,  and 
A.  L.  of  H.  of  Texarkana,  Tex  In  his  political 
views  he  is  a Democrat. 

W.  L.  Nance,  manager  of  the  well-known  firm 
of  Ted  well  & McClure,  hardware  and  furniture 
dealers  of  Lewisville,  was  born  in  Alabama,  in 
1844,  being  the  youngest  of  a family  of  five  chil- 
dren — four  sons  and  one  daughter — born  to  the 
union  of  W.  L-  and  Emily  (Williams)  Nance,  na 
fives  of  Virginia  and  Georgia,  respectively.  The 
father  immigrated  to  Russell  County,  'Ala. , at  an 
early  day,  while  the  country  was  still  wild  and  un- 
inhabited., and  Indians  were  numerous,  and  there 
he  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits,  being  a farmer 
and  slave  owner  until  his  death,  which  took  place 
the  same  year  our  subject  was  born.  He  passed 
away  in  full  communion  with  the  Methodist  Epis- 
copal Church,  South,  as  did  his  wife  also,  who  de- 
parted this  life  m 1874.  Of  the  family  of  five 
children  born  to  their  marriage,  only  four  are  now 
living;  Isom  A.  (deceased),  William  B.  (resides 
in  Nevada  County,  Ark.),  Thomas  M.  (makes  his 
home  in  Hempstead  County,  Ark.).  Anna  F.  (wife 
of  W.  H.  Jordan,  of  Ouachita  County,  Ark.),  and  W. 
L.  The  latter  was  reared  to  farm  life  in  his  native 
State,,  and  received  his  education  in  the  schools  of 
Salem,  Ala.  When  he  was  in  his  fourteenth  year 
he  came  to  this  State,  settling  in  Columbia  County, 
and  at  the  age  of  seventeen  years  he  enlisted  in 
the  Confederate  cause,  joining  Company  C,  Fif- 
teenth Arkansas  Infantry,  and  was  assigned  to  the 
east  side  of  Mississippi  River,  where  he  served 
until  the  fall  of  Port  Hudson.  He  was  in  the  bat- 
tles of  Forts  Henry  and  Donelson;  being  captured 
at  the  latter  battle  he  was  sent  to  Springfield,  111., 
where  he  was  retained  from  February,  1862,  to 
September  7,  1862,  when  he  was  exchanged,  im- 
mediately after  which  he  came  back  and  joined  his 
command,  then  at  Vicksburg,  Miss.  From  there 
| the  next  battle  was  Port  Hudson,  where  he  was  en- 
i gaged  for  forty-nine  days,  and  there  he  was  capt- 
ured and  paroled.  Ho  came  home  on  parole,  re- 
maining some  three  months,  and  then  went  into 
| parole  camp  at  Washington,  Ark.,  from  where  he 
was  declared  exchanged,  and  in  the  spring  of  1S64 
he  again  entered  into  active  service,  and  partici- 
; pated  in  the  battle  of  Jenkins’  Ferry.  After  the 
surrender  he  returned  to  his  home  in  Columbia 
County,  and  was  there  engaged  in  agricultural  pur- 
I suits  until  187b,  at  which  time  he  moved  to  this 
; county,  and  since  then  about  half  of  his  time  has 
| been  spent  here,  the  other  portion  being  spent  in 
j Buckner,  Columbia  County.  From  1881  until  1883 


.. 


’ 

■ 

■ 


. 

■ 

. 


■ 


HISTORY  OF  ARKANSAS. 


-*L 


3G6 


he  conducted  a general  merchandise  business  at 
Hurricane  Hill,  in  this  county,  and  from  1SS3  to 
1 SSG  at  Buckner,  in  Columbia  County,  and  from 
1886  to  188S  he  was  occupied  in  various  pursuits. 
In  1 SSO  he  commenced  business  with  Tedwell  A 
McClure,  and  the  same  year  opened  up  in  this 
city  in  the  hardware  and  furniture  line,  and  is  now 
doing  an  extensive  and  lucrative  business.  His 
marriage  to  Miss  Minnie  L.  Brian!,  of  Nevada 
County,  Ark.,  was  consummated  on  January  28, 
1800,  and  their  marriage  has  resulted  in  the  birth 
of  four  children:  Maude  L.,  Mollie  L.,  Cora  A. 

and  Sidney  A.  Mrs.  Nance  was  a daughter  of  J. 
Sidney  and  Lucretia  (Jones)  Briant,  Mr.  Briant  a j 
native  of  Tennessee,  and  Mrs.  Briant  of  North 
Carolina,  the  former  being  a prominent  merchant 
of  Falcon,  Ark.  She  and  husband  both  hold  mem-  ' 
bership  in  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  South,  j 
j of  Galveston,  and  have  the  confidence  and  es.teem 
of  all  who  know  them.  Socially  Mr.  Nance  affil- 
iates with  Buckner  Lodge  No.  121,  A.  F.  A A.  M., 
and  Buckner  Lodge  No.  21134,  K.  of  H. . being 
recorder  of  the  last  named  lodge.  He  also  holds  , 
membership  in  the  Lewisville  Lodge  No.  57,  K.  of  j 
P. , of  which  he  is  prelate.  Politically  he  is  a 
stanch  Democrat. 

Hilliard  H.  Olive  is  too  well  known  to  the  citi- 
zens of  Lafayette  County  to  need  a formal  intro- 
duction, and  it  is  only  proper  to  assume  that  this 
volume  would  be  incomplete  without  a short  sketch 
of  his  life.  He  was  born  in  Troup  County,  Ga.,  ' 
June  17,  1832.  His  father,  Guilford  H.  Olive,  was  j 
born  in  Wake  County,  N.  C.,  January  1.  1801,  of 
Irish  descent.  Hi*  was  a farmer  by  occupation,  - 
and  in  the  fall  of  1831  moved  to  Georgia,  remain-  j 
| iug  there  until  1847,  when  he  removed  to  Russell 
j County,  Ala.  He  died  in  Macon  in  18G3.  He 
was  a member  of  the  Masonic  order,  and  he  and 
wife  were  both  members  of  the  Missionary  Baptist 
Church.  In  1827  he  was  married  to  Miss  Marga- 
ret Jones,  a native  of  Virginia,  born  in  1807,  of 
English  descent.  Her  father,  Allen  Jones,  died  in 
1843  at  the  ripe  old  age  of  seventy  years.  Her 
mother  was  of  German  descent.  To  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Olive  were  born  eight  children,  six  still  living, 
namely:  Mariah  J.  (now  Mrs.  Adams,  of  Russell 
County,  in  Lee  County,  Ala.),  Elenor  E.  (of 
Tallapoosa,  Ala. ),  Caleb  R.  (killed  at  the  battle  of 
Gettysburg),  Hilliard  H.  (the  subject  of  this 
sketch),  Kitty  Ann  Frances  Tucher  (now  Mrs. 
Adams,  of  Tallapoosa.  Ala.),  Orren  D.  W.  (a 
farmer  of  Tallapoosa,  Ala.),  Erasmus  H.  (deceased), 
Guilford  Posy  (a  farmer  and  minister  of  the 
gospel,  of  Tallapoosa.  Ala.).  Mrs.  Olive  died  in 
1852,  and  in  1853  Mr.  Olive  was  again  married.  , 


The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  reared  in  Georgia 
and  Alabama.  At  the  age  of  twenty  years  lie 
started  in  life  for  himself  as  a carpenter.  In 
1853  he  commenced  farming  on  one  of  his  father's 
farms.  He  came  to  Arkansas  in  1858.  locating  in 

O 

tins  county,  and  for  the  first  three  years  he  was 
employed  as  overseer  on  a plantation.  In  the 
spring  of  18G2  he  engaged  as  an  overseer  on  a large 
plantation  on  Red  River,  where  he  remained  until 
1865,  when  he  moved  onto  a farm  which  he  had 
purchased  a few  years  previously.  In  1S82  he 
purchased-  his  present  farm,  and  was  then  the 
owner  of  560  acres  of  land,  but  has  since  sold  a 
part,  and  sold  some  to  his  sons,  and  is  now  the 
owner  of  240  acres,  about  seveutv-tive  acres  of 
which  are  under  cultivation.  Mr.  Olive  has  been 
twice  married;  first,  in  September,  1855,  to  Miss 
Sarah  Sharman,  a native  of  Alabama,  who  died  in 
1870,  leaving  four  children,  but  three  of  whom  are  i 
living.  They  are  Boyette  Fleming  (a  farmer  of 
this  township,  owning  440  acres  of  good  land — see 
sketch),  James  G.  (a  merchant  of  New  Lewisville), 
Orin  E.  (a  farmer  of  this  township),  and  Robert 
H.  (deceased).  May  27,  1870,  Miss  Mattie  A. 
Everett,  daughter  of  Wilson  B.  Everett,  of  Ala- 
bama, became  Mrs.  Olive,  and  has  since  become 
the  mother  of  six  children,  viz. : Sarah  E.  (dp 
ceased),  Lilly  A.,  Wilson  Id.,  Exali  Jane.  Alma 
and  Beula  D.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Olive  aie  both  mem- 
bers of  the  Baptist  Church.  Socially,  Mr.  Olive  is 
a member  of  the  Masonic  fraternity,  K.  of  H. 
(lodge  now  disbanded),  and  the  County  Wheel.  He  is 
one  of  the  best  known  citizens  of  Lafayette  County, 
votes  with  the  Union  Labor  party,  and  takes  an 
active  part  in  politics.  In  1878  he  was  elected 
justice  of  the  peace,  and  served  two  years  in  that 
capacity,  tilling  the  office  with  credit  to  himself 
and  satisfaction  to  all  citizens. 

Boyette  Fleming  Olive.  Although  Mr.  Olive 
is  still  a comparatively  young  man,  he  is  numbered 
among  the  representative  farmers  of  Mars  Hill 
Township.  He  owes  his  nativity  to  Chambers 
County,  Ala.,  where  he  was  born  August  25,  1856, 
being  a son  of  Hilliard  H.  and  Sarah  E.  (Slier 
man)  Olive,  a sketch  of  whom  appears  on  other 
pages  of  this  volume.  He  has  been  a resident  of 
this  county  since  he  was  two  years  of  age,  and  here 
he  attained  his  growth,  and  in  the  common  schools 
obtained  a good  education.  Upon  reaching  his 
majority  in  1878.  he  started  out  in  life  on  his  own 
responsibility  as  an  agriculturist,  and  on  October 
12  of  the  following  year  married  Miss  Maggie 
Proctor,  who  was  born  December  24,  1859,  in 
Dallas  County,  this  State,  being  a daughter  of 
Andrew  Proctor  and  wife,  nee  Fanny  McKannie, 
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natives  of  South  Carolina  and  Georgia,  respect- 
ively, and  both  of  English  descent,  and  six  little 
“Olive  branches”  have  blessed  this  union:  Sarah 
Elizabeth.  Fanny  Pearl,  Orrin  O. , Andrew  (de- 
ceased), Joseph  S.  and  Emma.  Since  starting  out 
on  his  own  responsibility  Mr.  Olive  has  been  greatly 
prospered,  anil  now  owns  440  acres  of  line  farming 
land  which  he  rhnts.  part  of  it  for  cash  and  part 
on  shares.  This  land  lies  in  two  tracts,  one  of 
eighty  acres,  and  the  other  of  360  acres.  The 
most  of  the  first  tract  is  under  cultivation,  and 
about  ISO  acres  of  the  latter  is  tilled.  Besides 
this  land  Mr.  Olive  owns  a half  interest  in  a steam 
grist-mill  and  cotton-gin.  Both  he  and  wife  are 
earnest  members  of  the  Missionary  Baptist  Church. 
He  belongs  to  the  Farmers’  Alliance,  and  in  poli- 
tics is  a stanch  Democrat.  In  1SS0  he  was  elected 
justice  of  the  peace,  and  held  that  office  for  four 
consecutive  years.  He  is  now  serving  as  school 
director,  having  filled  that  office  for  two  years. 
He  is  one  of  the  leading  agriculturists  of  the 
township,  and  in  politics,  religion  and  social 
standing,  exerts  a great  deal  of  influence. 

James  G.  Olive,  of  the  firm  of  Lester  A Olive, 
the  well-known  merchants  of  New  Lewisville,  is 
one  of  the  prominent  and  enterprising  citizens  of 
this  county.  Born  in  Chambers  County,  Ala.,  in 
1858,  a son  of  H H.  and  Sarah  E.  Olive,  he  is  the 
second  of  a family  of  four  children,  all  boys,  three 
of  whom  still  live,  viz.  : B.  F.  (a  farmer  and  gin- 

ner,  residing  in  this  county),  J.  G.  (the  subject  of 
this  sketch),  and  O.  E.  (also  a farmer  of  this 
county).  His  parents  were  natives  of  Georgia  and 
Alabama,  respectively.  His  father  came  to  Ala- 
bama at  an  early  day,  and  when  the  subject  of  this 
sketch  was  but  two  mouths  old,  in  1858.  he  moved 
to  Arkansas,  settling  in  Columbia  County,  where 
he  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits,  farming  for 
fifteen  years  continuously,  with  the  exception  of  a 
time  during  the  war,  when  he  was  appointed  by 
the  Confederate  Government  as  overseer  on  the 
estate  of  Dr.  Lomax,  a surgeon  in  the  Confederate 
army.  Dr.  Lomax  was  exempt,  but  preferred  to  go 
into  the  service.  At  the  close  of  the  war  he  re- 
turned to  his  home  in  Columbia  County,  resuming 
his  farming  operations  until  1873,  when  he  moved 
to  Lafayette  County,  and  has  since  been  identified 
with  the  farming  interests  of  this  county,  also  serv- 
ing as  justice  of  the  peace  and  school  director. 
Mrs.  Olive  died  in  1870,  a member  of  the  Baptist 
Church.  In  1880  Martha  E.  Averette,  of  this 
county,  became  Mrs.  Olive,  and  by  this  later 
marriage  there  are  five  children,  all  living, 
'ix- : Lillie,  Haywood.  Exer,  Alma  and  one  un- 

named. Mr.  Olive  has  been  a member  of  the 


A.  F.  & A.  M.  since  his  twenty-fifth  year,  serving 
[ .as  master  of  Mars  Hill  Lodge  as  long  as  that  lodge 
was  in  existence,  and  he  has  been  master  of  Lewis 
| ville  Lodge  No.  14,  A.  F.  & A.  M. , since  its  organi- 
zation. Both  he  and  wife  are  members  of  the 
Baptist  Church,  Mr.  Olive  serving  as  clerk  of  the 
Mars  Hill  Church.  The  immediate  subject  of  this 
sketch  was  reared  in  Columbia  and  Lafayette 
; Counties,  attending  two  sessions  of  the  University 
| at  Fayetteville,  where  he  finished  the  freshman 
and  sophomore  courses.  He  was  graduated  at  the 
Commercial  School  at  Little  Rock  in  1883.  Imme- 
j diately  after  his  graduation  he  returned  to  his 
home  and  engaged  in  teaching  school  in  the  sum- 
mer and  fall  of  1883.  In  the  latter  part  of  1883 
: he  embarked  in  mercantile  pursuits  at  Mars  Hill, 
in  company  with  W.  G.  Boyette,  under  the  firm 
name  of  Boyette  & Olive,  doing  an  extensive  busi- 
] ness  until  1885,  when  Mr.  Boyette  died.  Mr. 

; Olive  then  purchased  the  interest  from  the  admin- 
istrator, and  conducted  the  business  alone  for  two 
years.  He  then  purchased  Mr.  J.  T.  Martin’s  in- 
terest in  the  firm  of  Martin  A Lester  in  the  spring 
of  1S8S  [see  sketch  of  51.  D.  Lester),  and  he  and 
Mr.  Lester  are  now  doing  a successful  business 
under  the  firm  name  of  Lester  A Olive.  In  1885 
Mr.  Olive  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Lena  M. 
i Lester,  daughter  of  James  Lester.  They  have  had 
! two  children,  one  of  whom,  James  L.,  is  dead.  The 
other,  a bright  and  interesting  little  girl,  is  named 
Susa.  Mr.  Olive  is  one  of  the  leading  citizens  of 
this  place,  as  well  as  a successful  merchant,  and  is 
deeply  interested  in  the  welfare  of  his  community. 
He  is  now  serving  a term  as  school  director,  being 
secretary  of  the  board,  and  is  also  alderman  of  the 
town.  He  is  a member  of  the  Baptist  Church. 

J.  C.  Parrish,  51.  D.,  New  Lewisville,  Steel 
Township,  Lafayette  County.  Ark.,  is  one  of  the 
leading  members  of  the  medical  fraternity  of  La- 
fayette County.  His  paternal  grandfather,  Jordan 
Parrish,  a native  of  North  Carolina,  came  to  Ten- 
nessee in  1833,  and  here  was  born  the  father  of  our 
subject  in  1834.  In  1854  he  came  to  Greene  County, 
Ark.,  and  here  he  resided  until  his  death,  which 
occurred  near  where  Boydsville  now  stands,  some 
years  since  the  war.  Both  his  paternal  and 
maternal  grandfathers  were  agriculturists,  and  very 
successful  in  their  calling.  Jesse  J.  Parrish,  the 
father  of  our  subject,  was  also  a farmer,  and  lived 
and  died  on  the  place  where  he  was  born.  He  was 
married  to  5Iiss  Catherine  Harris,  daughter  of  G. 
L.  Harris,  who  was  reared  in  Maury  County, 
I Tenn.,  and  resides  in  5IcNairy  County,  Tenn. 

1 The  fruits  of  this  union  have  been  nine 
I children,  the  subject  of  this  sketch  being  the  eld- 
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est,  viz. : J.  C.  Parish  (the  subject,  of  this  sketch, 
born  in  Tennessee,  December  3J,  1859),  Corda  C. 
(was  killed  in  an  old  family  feud  in  1S8S),  Jordan 
(resides  in  McNairy  County,  Term. , and  is  engaged 
in  the  mercantile  business).  Lucy,  Cora  (is  the  wife 
of  Oscar  Haily,  a farmer  of  the  same  county),  Wil- 
lie, Nathaniel,  Gilliem  and  Jesse.  The  father 
was  very  successful  as  a farmer,  and  was  able  to 
give  all  his  children  a good  education.  He  passed 
away  peacefully  in  1887.  He  belonged  to  the 
Masonic  fraternity,  and  was  a member  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  South.  His  widow 
resides  on  the  farm  on  which  she  has  lived  ever 
since  her  marriage.  The  subject  of  this  sketch 
attended,  between  the  gathering  and  planting  of 
crops,  the  common  schools  of  his  county,  until  he 
was  sixteen  years  of  age.  His  father  then  sent  him 
to  a boarding  school  in  Purdy,  where  he  passed 
some  two  years,  and  then  went  to  Henderson, 
entering  the  office  of  Jerry  and  Joe  Crook,  in  which 
he  remained  for  one  year.  He  then  taught  school 
for  a short  time.  On  September  27.  IS  <9,  he 
entered  the  Iowa  State  Medical  University,  at 
Keokuk,  Iowa,  where  he  remained  for  one  year,  at 
the  end  of  which  time  he  returned  to  Purdy  and 
commenced  the  practice  of  medicine  with  Dr.  Asa 
Bell,  remaining  here  but  a short  time,  in  1881  com- 
ing to  Nevada  County,  Ark.,  locating  near  Rosston. 
where  he  practiced  medicine  until  1890,  in  the 
meantime  graduating  at  the  Louisville  School  of 
Medicine  (June  15,  1888).  January  1,  1890,  lie 
came  to  this  place  and  entered  upon  the  practice  of 
his  profession  in  connection  with  Drs.  Bright  and 
Chisholm,  and  now  has  an  immense  and  lucrative 
practice,  extending  throughout  the  entire  county. 
Miss  Leonora  Snider,  daughter  of  Carey  and 
Elizabeth  Snider,  joined  her  fortunes  with  his.  and 
they  were  married  in  Nevada  County,  in  1881. 
Mr.  Snider,  an  early  settler  of  Arkansas,  and  a 
prosperous  planter,  was  killed  in  the  late  war. 
To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Parish  have  been  born  three  chil- 
dren, viz. : Jessie  L.,  Effie  and  Otis  M. 

William  Pillburry,  one  of  the  most  prominent 
farmers,  and  the  second  largest  land  owner  in 
Walker  Creek  Township,  was  born  October  2( K 
1840,  in  Marengo  County.  Ala.,  a son  of  William 
and  Emeline  Jane  (Tyson)  Pillburry.  The  father 
was  born  in  London,  England,  on  January  30, 
1790,  and  at  the  age  of  seven  years  was  appren- 
ticed as  a sailor  in  the  English  navy.  During  the 
War  of  1812  he  served  on  board  an  English  man 
of  war,  called  the  “Commodore,”  and  was  once 
wounded,  receiving  a musket  ball  in  the  bade  of 
the  neck.  He  was  captured  by  the  United  States 
forces  and  taken  to  Charleston,  where  he  was  held 


prisoner  for  some  time,  but  finally  made  his  es- 
cape, and  afterward  engaged  in  farming  in  South 
Carolina.  Subsequently  he  went  to  Alabama,  and 
was  there  engaged  in  boating  on  the  Tombigbee 
River  until  1820.  In  that  year  he  married  Miss 
Emeline  Jane  Tyson,  daughter  of  Mr.  Tyson,  an 
extensive  planter  and  slave  owner,  who  was  killed 
in  1833,  in  a difficulty  with  another  man.  She 
was  born  in  Tennessee  in  1812.  Immediately 
after  his  marriage  Mr.  Pillburry  went  to  Missis - 
] sippi,  and  was  there  occupied  for  live  years  as  an 
i overseer  on  a large  plantation,  but  later  returned 
to  Alabama,  where  he  settled  down  to  farming. 
In  1854  he  moved  to  Bossier  Parish,  La. , and 
four  years  later  came  to  this  State  and  chose  a lo- 
cation in  this  county,  where  he  was  employed  as  a 
; shoemaker  and  tinker,  and  here  he  passed  the  re- 
! mainder  of  his  days,  dying  in  1877.  He  was  a 
| devout  member  of  the  Missionary  Baptist  Church, 

; as  was  also  his  wife,  who  departed  this  life  in  Ala- 
! bama  in  1850.  Of  the  seven  children  born  to 
i their  marriage,  only  two  are  now  living,  Eliza 
beth  (now  Mrs.  Jay,  of  Texas),  and  William.  The 
latter  spent  his  life  up  to  the  age  of  thirteen  years 
in  Alabama,  and  when  his  parents  moved  to  Louis- 
iana he  accompanied  them  to  that  State,  and  in 
that  State,  in  1.856,  he  commenced  life  on  his  own 
responsibility  by  farming,  carrying  mail,  etc. 
Later,  when  his  father  came  to  Arkansas,  he  came 
with  him,  and  was  employed  as  mail  carrier  be- 
| tween  Lewisville  and  Orchard  Grove,  La.,  and 
I later  carried  on  farming  operations.  At  the  out- 
break of  the  war  he  was  unable  to  enlist,  and  re- 
mained at  home  engaged  in  farming,  but  in  the  fall 
of  1862  he  was  drafted  in  the  Confederate  service, 
and  after  a medical  examination  at  Camden,  he 
was  discharged.  The  following  fall  he  was  united 
in  marriage  with  Miss  Rose  Jane  Chandler,  who 
was  born  iu  Claiborne  Parish,  La.,  about  1848. 
and  was  a daughter  of  Joseph  and  Elizabeth 
; (Massy)  Chandler,  natives  of  North  and  South 
Carolina,  respectively,  and  their  union  has  been 
blessed  with  eleven  children,  seven  of  whom  are 
still  living:  Ida  (now  Mrs.  King,  of  this  township), 
and  Bertie,  William  D. , Agnes  R.,  Delia  S.,  Alta 
P.  and  Lulu,  all  at  home.  Mr.  Pillburry  has 
been  a cripple  all  his  life,  and  while  a young  man 
he  was  compelled  to  use  crutches  for  several  years, 
but.  notwithstanding  this  fact,  he  has  been  obliged 
to  make  his  own  way  in  the  world,  his  father  hav- 
ing no  property,  and  as  a proof  of  how  well  he 
has  succeeded,  one  has  but  to  look  at  his  line 
property,  all  accumulated  by  his  own  efforts  and 
business  ability.  At  the  time  of  his  marriage  he 
owned  a horse  and  about  §800  worth  of  cattle  and 
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stock,  bnt  six  weeks  after  liis  marriage  be  was 
taken  sick,  and  for  live  years  was  unable  to  do_  any 
work,  and  during  this  time  bis  property  was  all 
disposed  of  and  tbe  proceeds  used  to  pay  tbe  doc- 
tor’s bills.  During  tliis  time  bis  family  lived  as 
best  they  could,  and  be  managed  to  do  a little 
work,  such  as  sboeinaking  and  carding  cotton,  but 
was  unable  to  do  farm  work.  He  was  also  em- 
ployed at  this  time  as  deputy  constable.  The  first 
property  he  ever  owned  was  in  1867,  when  he  en- 
tered a tract  of  100  acres  of  slightly  improved 
land  in  this  township.  The  first  year  being  a 
o-ood  cotton  year,  he  made  five  bales  of  cotton, 
which  at  that  time  was  worth  about  §110  per  bale, 
and  with  the  proceeds  lie  was  enabled  to  buy  a 
team  and  wagou,  and  thus  get  hi s first  start.  He 
purchased  his  second  piece  of  land  in  1877.  ad- 
joining his  first  farm,  and  since  that  time  he  has 
invested  largely  in  real  estate,  and  now  owns  over 
3,000  acres  of  good  land,  for  which  he  has  paid 
out  over  810,000.  There  are  600  or  700  acres  of 
this  land  under  cultivation,  and  with  the  exception 
of  100  acres,  which  he  works  himself,  it  is  all 
given  out  on  shares,  and  yields  Mr.  Pillburry 
as  his  share  about  100  bales  of  cotton  (the  princi- 
pal crop)  annually.  Besides  his  farming  interest 
he  is  largely  engaged  in  stock-raising,  and  owns 
a fine  grist-mill  and  cotton  gin,  the  former  having 
a capacity  of  100  bushels,  and  the  latter  a capacity 
of  seven  bales  per  day.  He  is  one  of  the  most 
popular  and  influential  men  in  the  township,  is  a 
leader  in  tbe  Sunday-school,  and  takes  a promi- 
nent part  in  all  religious  and  educational  work,  as 
well  as  in  all  enterprises  for  the  good  of  the  com- 
munity. He  is  a decided  Democrat  in  politics, 
and  both  he  and  wife  are  members  of  the  Baptist 
Church. 

John  M.  Powell.  D.  D.  S.,  was  born  in  Marion 
County.'  Miss.,  September  16.  1818.  His  parents. 
Evan  and  Mary  (Pittman)  Powell,  were  natives  of 
North  Carolina,  where  tbe  former  was  born  July  2, 
1810,  a son  of  Nicholas  and  Betsy  (Martin)  Powell, 
of  Scoteh-Irish  descent.  His  grandfather  was  a 
soldier  in  the  Revolution,  as  was  also  his  mater- 
nal grandfather.  His  father  was  a farmer  by  oc- 
cupation. When  he  was  nine  years  of  age  he  left 
his  native  State,  and  went  with  bis  parents  to  [Mis- 
sissippi. In  1865  be  emigrated  to  Arkansas,  lo- 
cating in  this  county  on  the  same  farm  on  which 
bis  son,  our  subject,  now  lives,  where  be  died  in 
1888.  He  was  married  January  25,  1839,  to  Mary 
Pittman,  born  April  18,  1816.  in  Robeson  County. 
N.  C. , a daughter  of  Newell  and  Susan  (Barnes) 
Pittman,  both  natives  of  North  Carolina.  She  is 
st i 1 1 living,  and  makes  her  home  with  our  subject. 


To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Powell  were  born  nine  children, 
seven  of  whom  are  now. living.  They  are  Nancy 
(the  widow  of  E.  T.  Hudnoll,  M.  D. , of  this  town- 
ship), Jefferson  A.  (who  owns  a farm  of  120  acres 
I in  this  township,  which  he  is  engaged  in  cultivat 
ing).  John  M.  (tbe  subject  of  this  sketch),  Charles 
D.  (a  farmer  of  this  township,  as  is  also  Evan),  M 
Aletha  (is  now  Mrs.  Snow,  of  Lewisville),  and 
1 Sterling  L.  (is  at  home).  Dr.  Powell  was  reared 
in  Mississippi,  and  received  a good  education  in  tbe 
common  schools  of  that  State,  and  also  in  this 
i county,  at  the  same  time  helping  his  father  on  the 
farm.  In  1876  he  went  to  Texas  and  served  an 
apprenticeship  as  dentist  under  Dr.  Ames,  with 
whom  he  remained  one  year,  then  returned  home 
and  commenced  the  practice  of  dentistry,  which  be 
continued  for  five  years.  In  1881  he  went  to 
Nashville,  Tenn. , and  attended  the  dental  depart 
ment  of  the  Vanderbilt  University,  taking  two 
courses,  and  was  graduated  at  that  institution  in 
1 1882  with  high  honors,  after  which  he  practiced  at 
Pittsburg,  Tex.,  for  four  years,  since  which  time 
he  has  had  an  office  on  the  old  homestead,  where 
lie  is  now  living.  October  8,  1879,  Miss  Ellen 
M.  Pitman  became  his  wife.  She  was  born  in  Co- 
lumbia County.  Ark..  March  27,  1858,  a daughter 
of  Fortamutus  Pitman,  an  extensive  farmer  of  Co- 
lumbia County.  To  this  union  have  been  born 
five  children,  four  of  whom  are  still  living,  viz.  : 
Martin  E.  (deceased),  Howard  E.,  Laura  A.,  Fred 
and  Charles  L.  Besides  his  dentistry  business 
Dr.  Powell  owns  160  acres  of  land,  about  fifty  of 
which  is  under  cultivation,  and  considerable  town 
property  in  Childress,  Tex.  Politically,  he  is  a 
Democrat,  and  takes  a prominent  part  in  the  polit- 
ical affairs  of  his  county.  In  1878  he  was  elected 
county  assessor,  and  for  two  years  filled  that  office 
with  credit  to  himself  and  satisfaction  to  tbe  citi- 
zens of  tbe  county.  He  is  a Mason,  and  botli  he 
and  his  estimable  lady  are  members  of  the  Mis- 
sionary Baptist  Church.  Tbe  Doctor  enjoys  a 
large  and  lucrative  practice,  and  is  one  of  tbe 
highly  respected  men  of  the  county. 

Charles  B.  Ravenscraft,  a prominent  citizen  of 
Baker  Township,  was  bom  March  8,  1839,  in  Ken- 
tucky. being  a son  of  John  and  Letta  (Johnson) 
Ravenscraft,  natives  of  Virginia,  the  former  of  Ger- 
man parentage.  Tbe  paternal  grandparents, 
Thomas  Ravenscraft  and  wife,  died  of  cholera,  in 
1833,  their  death  occurring  in  Paris,  Ivy.,  on  the 
same.  day.  within  a half  hour  of  each  other.  John 
Ravenscraft  was  a farmer  by  occupation,  and  moved 
with  bis  parents  to  Kentucky  while  still  a boy,  and 
it  was  here  Tie  grew  to  maturity,  and  passed  bis 
days,  dying  in  that  State.  The  mother  was  a 
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daughter  of  William  Johnson,  a native  of  England, 
and  departed  this  life  in  1SS1,  being  a worthy  mem- 
ber of  the  Christian  Church  at  the  time  of  her  death. 
Of  the  ten  children  born  to  their  marriage,  but  six 
are  now  living:  Nancy  (now  Mrs.  Day,  of  Ken- 
tucky), Samuel  (a  farmer  of  Kentucky),  Charles  13., 
John  N.  (a  farmer  of  Missouri),  William  (a  success- 
ful agriculturist  of  Illinois),  and  James  (now  prac- 
ticing medicine  in  Kentucky).  Charles  33.  Ravens- 
craft  moved  from  his  native  State  to  St.  Louis  in 
1800,  and  there  was  employed  in  a saw-mill  until 
the  outbreak  of  the  late  war,  when  he  enlisted  in 
Brown’s  battalion.  Col.  Freeman’s  company,  and 
afterward  in  the  First  Missouri  Regiment.  When 
he  was  a boy,  he  learned  the  distillery  business  in 
Kentucky  and  Richmond,  Ohio,  and  while  in  the 
Confederate  service,  he  was  detailed  on  special 
duty,  making  alcohol  and  whisky  for  the  Confed 
erate  hospitals.  He  participated  in  many  battles, 
and  was  wounded  a number  of  times;  among  his 
principal  engagements  may  be  mentioned : Wilson’ s 
Creek,  Belmont.  Shiloh  (where  he  was  wounded  in 
the  back  of  the  neck  by  a ball),  Big  Black,  Vicks- 
burg, Mansfield,  Pleasant  Hill  and  Murfreesboro. 
At  the  battle  of  Belmont  he  was  struck  in  the  foot 
by  a ball  which  killed  his  horse.  He  was  wounded 
at  Oak  Hill,  Mo.,  in  the  left  arm  and  side  by  a ball, 
which  is  still  in  his  side,  and  again,  at  Vicksburg, 
he  was  struck  by  a ball  and  rendered  insensible. 
While  on  scouting  duty  in  Missouri,  he  was  cap- 
tured and  taken  to  Alton.  111.,  where  he  was  held 
for  several  months.  At  the  close  of  the  war  he  was 
at  Lewisville,  this  county,  occupied  in  the  manu- 
facture of  whisky  for  the  Confederate  Government, 
ami  after  the  surrender  he  remained  here,  pur- 
chasing an  unimproved  farm,  and  engaged  in  agri- 
cultural pursuits,  which  he  has  successfully  followed 
ever  since.  He  now  owns  a tine  farm  of  1,800 
acres,  with  about  200  acres  under  cultivation,  and 
is  considered  one  of  the  prosperous  and  well-to-do 
farmers  of  this  locality.  He  was  united  in  mar- 
riage in  1803,  to  Miss  Margaret  I.  Gant,  a native 
of  Lincoln  County,  Tenn.,  born  on  December  10. 
1843,  and  a daughter  of  James  and  Carlisle  (Hin- 
kle) Gant,  both  of  whom  were  born  in  Tennessee, 
and  of  the  eight  children  born  to  their  marriage, 
five  are  still  living,  viz.:  John  N. , Thomas  H. , 
Bettie  B. . Jennie  and  Eugene.  The  wife  is  an 
active  member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
South.  Socially,  Mr.  Ravenscraft  belongs  to  the 
Masonic  fraternity,  the  County  Wheel  and  the 
Knights  of  Labor,  and  in  politics  always  casts  his 
vote  with  the  Democratic  party. 

Joshua  B.  Reed.  This  worthy  agriculturist 
was  born  in  Pennsylvania  on  April  11,  1831,  being 


a son  of  Samuel  P.  and  Nancy  (Free)  Reed.  The 
father  was  born  in  Ireland,  but  came  with  his  fa- 
ther to  America  while  still  a boy,  and  departed 
this  life  in  1875,  in  Illinois,  whither  he  had  moved 
■about  1870,  and  his  death  was  followed  four  years 
later  by  that  of  his  widow.  She  was  born  in  Penn- 
I sylvania,  of  French  parentage.  Joshua  B.  Reed 
is  the  eldest  of  eleven  children  born  to  their  mar 
riage,  five  of  whom  are  still  living:  Joshua.  V ill 
| iam  (a  farmer  of  Iowa),  Ann  (now  Mrs.  Hunter,  of 
I Iowa),  Samuel  (a  farmer  of  Iowa),  Agnes  (now 
Mrs.  Young,  of  Illinois),  and  Jennie  (now  Mrs. 
Beebe,  of  Iowa).  He  left  home  when  a young  boy 
| and  worked  on  a steamboat  on  the  Ohio  for  five  or 
six  years;  subsequently  he  went  to  Minnesota,  and 
after  remaining  there  two  years  he  moved  to  Iowa, 
later  to  Illinois,  and  in  1861  to  Arkansas.  Imme- 
1 diately  after  coming  here  he  enlisted  in  Frost's 
regiment  of  Confederate  Cavalrv,  in  which  he 
! served  until  1864,  and  during  this  time  participated 
in  a number  of  battles  and  skirmishes,  among 
which  may  be  mentioned  Jenkins’  Ferry.  Mans- 
i field  and  Springfield,  and  during  his  entire  service 
i he  was  but  once  captured,  and  then  he  made  his 
! escape  the  following  day.  Immediately  after  the 
surrender  he  returned  to  this  county,  and  in  1868 
moved  on  to  his  present  farm,  comprising  106  acres 
j of  good  land,  then  all  unimproved,  wThich  he  has 
| since  brought  to  its  present  high  state  of  cultivation. 

I His  principal  crop  is  cotton.  His  marriage  to  Miss 
I Nancy  Sewell  took  place  in  1865.  She  was  a 
daughter  of  Asa  and  Nancy  (Mitchell)  Sewell,  na- 
1 fives  of  Georgia,  and  was  born  in  Carroll  Count}', 
Ga.,  on  March  25,  1856.  Their  home  has  not 
been  blessed  with  any  children  of  their  own.  but 
they  are  rearing  two  orphan  children — \\  illiam  T. 
Hendon  (born  December  25,  1872),  and  Julius 
Hendon  Reed  (adopted,  born  on  November  14. 
1874).  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Reed  are  both  worthy  mem- 
1 bers  of  the  Missionary  Baptist  Church.  In  his 
political  views  the  former  is  an  Independent,  and 
he  belongs  to  the  County  Wheel.  He  takes  an  act- 
ive part  in  all  work  for  the  good  of  the  community, 
and  is  well  known  and  highly  respected. 

Alexis  T.  Scott.  Within  the  limits  of  La- 
fayette County,  there  is  no  more  successful  farmer 
to  be  found  ihau  Mr.  Scott,  who  is  thoroughly 
identified  with  the  farming  interests  of  the  same. 
His  birth  occurred  in  Talbot  County,  Ga.,  Novem 
ber  11.  1846,  and  he  is  the  son  of  Thomas  D.  and 
Sarah  (Baldwin)  Scott,  both  of  whom  were  natives 
of  Talbot  County,  Ga.  The  father  was  born  in 
1824,  and  moved  to  Arkansas  in  1840,  and  was 
there  occupied  in  teaching  and  book-keeping  until 
his  death  in  1889.  His  father,  Darius  Scott,  de- 
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parted  this  life  the  same  year,  at  the  advanced  age  ! 
of  ninety-nine  years.  His  wife  died  in  1878,  in 
her  forty-tifth  year.  They  were  the  parents  of 
eleven  children,  only  four  of  whom  are  now  living: 
Alexis.  Martha  (now  Mrs.  Keily,  of  Oakland,  Oreg. ), 
Laura  (now  Mrs.  Nelson,  of  Bowie  County,  Tex.), 
and  Ad nar  (now  Mrs.  Nelson,  of  this  county). 
Alexis  T.  Scott  was  but  three  years  of  age  when  his 
parents  moved  to  Arkansas,  and  here  he  has  been 
reared  and  educated.  He  was  but  fourteen  years 
of  age  when  the  late  war  broke  out.  but  he  enlisted  I 
in  the  Confederate  cause  and  served  faithfully  until 
the  close  of  the  war.  His  marriage  to  Miss  Sarah 

E.  Nelson,  a native  of  Mississippi,  was  consummat- 
ed July  13,  1875,  and  her  death  occurred  January  : 
22,  1889,  leaving  four  children:  Thomas  L.,  Sarah 
H.,  Pierce  A.  and  Karl  F.  In  addition  to  his  own 
family,  Mr.  Scott  is  very  generouslv  caring  for  the  I 
family  of  his  brother,  Homer  A.,  who  was  killed  in 
a storm  in  March,  1S90.  by  a falling  tree.  He 
holds  membership  in  the  Missionary  Baptist  Church, 
and  belongs  to  the  Alliance  and  County  Wheel.  In 
politics  he  votes  the  straight  Democratic  ticket, 
and  is  well  known  throughout  the  community, 
where  he  is  highly  respected. 

John  N.  B.  Shuler,  another  of  the  well-known 
farmers  of  Steel  Township,  Lafayette  County,  was 
born  in  Orangeburg  District,  S.  C.,  September  7, 
1837,  a son  of  Capt.  Frederick  W.  and  Barbara 
(Bowunan)  Shuler,  natives  of  South  Carolina.  Capt.  ! 

F.  AY.  Shuler  was  born  in  18 — , a son  of  Timothy 
and  Barbara  (Crum)  Shuler,  of  German  descent, 
and  old  settlers  of  South  Carolina.  He  was  killed 
by  a bite  from  a rattlesnake.  The  father  of  our 
subject  was  a farmer  by  occupation,  and  died  in 
South  Carolina,  in  1SG0.  He  was  a member  of  the 
Masonic  order.  He  was  married  to  Miss  Barbara 
Bowman,  a daughter  of  John  and  Clara  Bowman, 
who  were  of  English  descent,  and  a member  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  She  died  in  1865. 
after  bearing  her  husband  fourteen  children,  seven 
of  whom  are  still  living.  Three  of  the  seven  sons 
who  participated  in  the  late  war,  in  the  Confeder- 
ate army,  were  killed.  Those  now  living  are  Tim- 
othy (a  farmer  and  mechanic  of  South  Carolina). 
George  (a  carpenter,  of  South  Carolina).  David  (a 
farmer,  also  of  this  State).  Renvy  (now  Mrs.  Jor- 
dan), Margaret  (now  Airs.  AIcCrow).  and  Rachel 
(now  Airs.  Bunch),  all  of  South  Carolina,  and  John 
N.  B. , the  subject  of  this  sketch.  He  was  reared 
in  his  native  State,  and  at  the  age  of  eighteen 
years  came  to  Arkansas,  locating  in  Columbia 
County,  where  he  has  lived  ever  since,  until  18857 
when  he  came  to  this  county.  In  1801  he  enlisted 
in  the  Columbia  Guards,  and  served  until  the  close 


of  the  war,  participating  in  many  battles,  the  prin- 
ciple ones  being  Shiloh.  Chickamauga,  Alissionarv 
Ridore,  Afurfreesboro,  Atlanta,  Jonesboro,  and  all 
the  principal  battles  of  the  Georgia  campaign.  He 
was  twice  captured — first  at  Jonesboro,  when  he 
was  taken  to  Nashville,  and  there  exchanged,  and 
next  at  Decatur,  Ala.,  during  Hood's  last  raid 
through  Tennessee.  He  was  then  taken  to  Chi- 
cago, at  Camp  Douglas,  and  held  there  until  the 
cessation  of  hostilities.  Air.  John  N.  B.  Shuler 
served  through  the  war  without  being  seriously 
wounded,  although  he  received  four  or  five  flesh 
wounds.  He  was  married  in  1867,  to  Aliss  Alary 
Strange,  a native  of  Arkansas,  born  in  Columbia 
County,  in  1S55,  daughter  of  Thomas  Strange,  a 
native  of  Alabama,  and  by  this  union  has  had  five 
children,  four  now  living,  viz.:  Frederick  (now  at- 
tending school).  George.  Rufus  and  Joseph.  Air. 
Shuler  owns  160  acres  of  fine  farming  land,  and  is 
one  of  the  progressive  and  substantial  agricultur- 
ists of  this  section.  He  belongs  to  the  Alasonic 
fraternity,  and  is  a Democrat  in  politics. 

Abraham  Smith,  Walker  Creek  Township,  La- 
fayette County.  Ark.,  a leader  in  agricultural  cir- 
cles, owes  his  nativity  to  Georgia,  where  he  was 
born  in  Butts  County,  within  one  mile  of  Indian 
Springs,  August  18,  1828,  a son  of  Leven  and 
Charlotte  (Gann)  Smith,  the  former  born  in  Dela- 
ware, of  Scotch  parentage,  in  1759,  and  the  latter 
in  Georgia  in  1794.  HD  father  was  a carpenter 
bv  trade,  and  participated  in  the  Revolutionary 
war.  He  died  in  the  State  of  Georgia.  To  Air.  and 
Airs.  Smith  were  born  two  children:  Alartha  C. 
(now  Airs.  Daniels,  of  Clark  County,  Ga.).  and 
Abraham  (our  subject).  Airs.  Smith  is  still  living 
and  resides  with  her  daughter.  The  subject  of 
this  sketch  was  reared  in  Clark  County,  Ga.  At  the 
age  of  twenty-nine  years  he  came  to  Arkansas  and 
located  in  Columbia  County.  He  afterward  moved 
to  this  county,  and  in  1879  moved  on  to  his  present 
farm.  Air.  Smith  was  twice  married:  first,  in 
1854,  to  Aliss  Frances  Klutch.  of  German  de- 
scent. who  died  the  same  year,  leaving  one  son. 
Francis,  now  residing  in  North  Carolina.  Air. 
Smith  was  next  married,  in  1857,  to  Aliss  Fran 
ces  Bennett,  of  Georgia,  who  died  in  1SS7  after  a 
happy  married  life  of  thirty  years,  leaving  two 
daughters:  Alartha  C.  (the  wife  of  ATr.  Gillette,  of 
Albany,  Tex.),  and  Tolula  (now  Airs.  Alii e.  of  the 
same  place).  Air.  Smith  is  now  living  alone  on  his 
plantation,  and  has  a colored  housekeeper  for  cook. 
In  1862  Air.  Smith  enlisted  in  Alonroe's  cavalry  reg- 
iment, afterward  in  Crawford’s  regiment,  and  was 
with  Price  in  his  raid  through  Alissouri,  and  par- 
ticipated in  a great  many  skirmishes  but  no  im- 
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portaut  battles.  Like  his  neighbors,  Mr.  Smith 
was  a great  loser  in  the  late  war.  losing  eighteen 
slaves  besides  other  property,  but  unlike  some  of 
his  neighbors  he  has  set  to  work  to  repair  his 
fortunes,  in  which  he  has  succeeded  so  well  that  he 
is  now  the  owner  of  one  of  the  finest  plantations 
in  Lafayette  County.  His  plantation  contains 
1,000  acres  of  land,  800  of  which  are  under  culti- 
vation. On  this  he  raises  a good  average  of  cotton, 
besides  considerable  corn.  He  owns  a tine  large 
steam  gin.  and  is  one  of  the  prosperous  farmers  in 
this  county. 

John  Randolph  Stegall  is  one  of  the  oldest  and 
best  known  residents  of  this  county,  having  been 
prominently  identified  with  its  material  interests 
since  1858,  at  which  time  he  came  here  and  pur- 
chased an  interest  in  his  present  farm,  comprising 
eighty  acres.  The  land  was  originally  entered  by 
James  Huff  ou  a warrant  given  Griffin  Stegall 
(father  of  our  subject),  for  services  in  the  War  of 
1S12.  Born  in  Brunswick,  Va  . on  the  Meherrin 
River,  on  April  8,  1820.  he  was  the  oldest  of  four- 
teen children  born  to  Griffin  Stegall  and  wife,  nee 
Elizabeth  Ann  Wrenn,  both  of  whom  were  Vir- 
ginians by  birth.  The  father  was  born  May  4, 
1792,  and  was  a son  of  Randolph  and  Susan  Ste- 
gall, of  Welsh  and  Scotch  descent,  and  he  grew  to  j 
manhood  in  his  native  State,  from  whence  he  en-  , 
listed  in  the  IV ar  of  1812.  In  1831  he  left  Vir- 
ginia and  went  to  Alabama,  where  he  spent  the  re- 
mainder of  his  days,  dying  in  that  State  in  1804. 
He  was  a devoted  member  of  the  Methodist  Epis- 
copal Church,  South,  as  was  also  his  wife,  to  whom 
he  was  married  about  1816.  She  was  a daughter 
of  John  and  Martha  (Estis)  Wrenn,  of  English  de 
scent,  and  her  birth  occurred  about  1800.  She 
passed  from  life  in  1863.  Only  six  of  their  four- 
teen children  are  now  living:  John  Randolph. 

Martha  (now  Mrs.  Jones,  of  Alabama),  Susan  (now 
Mrs.  Sessions,  of  Alabama).  Griffin  (of  Pike  ! 
County,  Miss.),  Ralph  (also  of  Pike  County.  Miss. ),  j 
and  Elizabeth  (now  Mrs.  Walthall).  John  Ran- 
dolph Stegall  was  eleven  years  of  age  when  his  1 
father  went  to  Alabama,  and  there  he  made  his  i 
home  until  he  came  to  Arkansas,  as  above  men- 
tioned. At  the  beginning  of  the  late  war.  Mr. 
Stegall  was  appointed  postmaster  (under  Bu- 
chanan) of  Randolph,  this  township,  but  in  1863  he  : 
was  drafted  in  an  old  men's  company  of  cavalry, 
known  as  Crawford’s  regiment,  of  Fagan's  com-  i 
maud,  and  served  until  the  close  of  the  war.  He  , 
participated  in  but  one  battle,  that  at  Mount 
Elba,  on  Saline  River,  and  was  “licked.”  He 'has 
been  five  times  married.  His  first  wife,  to  whom  ' 
ho  was  married  on  June  It*,  1841,  was  Mi.-s  Mary 


A.  King,  of  Tennessee,  and  she  died  on  September 
! 29,  1844,  leaving  two  sons:  John  G.,  born  May 

1 4 , 1842,  and  William  G.,  born  May  9,  1844. 
After  his  wife's  death  Mr.  Stegall  remained  a 
widower  until  December  1.  1845,  when  he  led  Miss 
Louisa  I.  Calles  to  the  altar,  and  by  this  union 
became  the  father  of  five  children,  all  since  de- 
: ceased.  She  died  July  5,  1855,  and  in  the  same 
month  cf  the  following  year,  Miss  Sarah  17.  Phillips, 
of  Alabama,  became  his  wife.  She  died  in  1863, 
i leaving  four  children,  two  of  whom  are  still  living: 
Emma  (now  Mrs.  Halbut,  of  New  Lewisville),  and 
Henry  R.  (a  farmer  of  this  township).  Mr.  Ste- 
: gall  took  a fourth  wife  in  1864.  in  the  person  of 
Mrs.  Amanda  Bass,  nee  Kelly,  widow  of  William 
; Bass,  of  this  county,  and  four  years  later  she  de- 
. parted  this  life,  leaving  two  children,  both  of  whom 
| are  now  deceased.  On  July  11,  1869,  Mr.  Stegall 
; was  married  to  his  present  wife,  whose  maiden 
: name  was  Mary  J.  Keller.  At  the  time  of  her 
marriage  with  Mr.  Stegall,  she  was  a widow,  being 
the  relict  of  John  Fuller,  of  this  county.  Mr.  Ste- 
gall belongs  to  the  Masonic  order,  and  is  hide- 
pendent  in  politics.  f 

Samuel  Jackson  Steger.  Among  those  who  de- 
servedly rank  among  the  progressive  and  rising 
agriculturists  of  Lafayette  County,  is  the  above 
mentioned  gentleman,  who  has  resided  here  since 
1858,  and  is  now  the  owner  of  eighty  acres  of  as 
good  land  as  there  is  in  the  county.  He  is  one  of 
twelve  children,  and  was  born  in  Abbeville  Dis 
trict,  S.  C. , on  July  11,  1817,  being  a son  of 
Robert  M and  Lucy  (Burton)  Steger,  natives  of 
Virginia,  the  former  born  in  1782.  of  Irish  parent 
i age.  The  father  was  a farmer  and  mechanic  by 
| occupation,  and  moved  to  South  Carolina  shortly 
j after  his  marriage,  wffiieh  took  place  i n his  native 
I State.  In  1826  he  moved  to  Georgia,  choosing  a 
location  in  Pike  County,  where  he  made  his  home 
until  death  removed  him  in  1863.  In  addition  to 
his  other  pursuits,  he  was  engaged  in  preaching 
the  gospel,  being  a minister  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  persuasion,  and  in  all  his  various  occu- 
pations he  was  very  successful,  and  had  accumu- 
lated considerable  property  before  the  war,  owning 
some  300  or  400  acres  of  land  and  about  thirty 
slaves.  The  mother  was  a daughter  of  David 
Burton,  of  Virginia,  a physician  and  a man  of 
considerable  wealth.  She  was  a devoted  member 
of  the  Missionary  Baptist  Church,  and  departed  this 
life  in  1873,  having  borne  twelve  children,  three  of 
whom  only  survive:  Elizabeth  Alvine  (now  Mrs. 
Allen,  a resident  of  Georgia).  Samuel,  and  Susan 
(widow  of  Dr.  Jordan,  of  Marion  County  Ga.). 
Samuel  Steger  was  brought  to  Georgia  bv  his 
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parents  in  his  ninth  year,  and  there  he  grew  to 
manhood.  lie  came  to  Arkansas  in  1848.  and  the 
tirst.  year  located  in  Saline  County,  but  afterward 
moved  to  Pike,  and  later  to  Hempstead  County. 
He  was  engaged  in  overseeing  a large  plan- 
tation in  this  latter  county  for  a number  of 
years,  and  in  1858  moved  to  this  county.  In  1S62 
he  enlisted  with  Crawford’s  regiment  of  Confed- 
erate cavalry,  in  which  he  served  until  the  close 
of  the  war,  participating  in  a great  many  engage- 
ments. the  principal  ones  being  Poison  Springs, 
all  the  battles  fought  on  Price’s  raid  through  Mis- 
souri, Pilot  Knob,  and  three  days’  skirmishing 
about  Kansas  City,  and  in  December,  1S64,  here 
turned  home,  and  resumed  his  farming  operations. 
He  also  took  part  in  the  Florida  and  Indian  W arof 
1830,  enlisting  when  a boy  of  nineteen  years,  and 
serving  until  the  close  of  the  war,  some  five  or  six 
months  in  all.  In  1838  he  was  married  to  Miss 
Harriet  McKemsey,  who  was  born  on  April  4, 
1820,  in  Tattnall  County,  Ga.,  being  a daughter 
of  Daniel  and  Alphric  (White)  McKemsey,  na- 
tives of  South  Carolina  and  Georgia,  respectively. 
Her  paternal  grandfather  was  born  in  Scotland, 
and  emigrated  to  this  country  before  the  Revolu- 
tionary War.  Mr.  Steger  and  wife  were  the  par- 
ents of  one  child.  Matilda  C..  who  died  in  1861  in 
her  sixteenth  year.  They  are  both  worthy  mem- 
bers of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  South, 
and  are  earnest  workers  for  the  cause  of  Chris- 
tianity. Mr.  Steger  has  taken  the  Chapter  degree 
in  the  Masonic  order,  and  belongs  to  the  County 
Wheel  and  the  Farmers’  Alliance.  He  was 
formerly  an  old  line  Whig  in  politics,  but  now 
votes  the  Democratic  ticket. 

Joseph  Taylor  is  a native  of  Louisiana,  born  in 
Claiborne  Parish,  in  1852,  the  second  child  of  two 
children  born  to  the  union  of  Henry  and  Xancv 
(Adams)  Taylor,  natives  of  South  Carolina  and 
Virginia,  respectively.  His  parents  came  to  Clai- 
borne Parish  in  1848,  being  among  the  early  settlers 
of  that  place.  His  father,  a farmer  by  occupation, 
was  considered  one  of  the  wealthiest  men  in  his 
section  of  the  country,  owning  a great  deal  of  land 
and  many  slaves,  but  lost  heavily  during  the  war. 
Soon  after  the  war  he  sold  his  land  interests,  and 
now  resides  with  his  eldest  son,  J.  II.  Taylor,  of 
Hayuesville.  Claiborne  Parish.  Mrs.  Taylor  died 
in  1883.  The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  reared  in 
his  native  county,  receiving  his  education  in  a pri- 
vate school,  and  at  the  age  of  seventeen  years  he 
entered  the  store  of  J.  C.  Taylor,  of  Haynesville. 
remaining  with  him  for  three  or  four  years.  He 
then  removed  to  Hope.  Ark.,  where,  in  company 
with  Mr  Longeno,  ho  engaged  in  business,  con- 


tinuing for  two  years,  when  he  sold  his  interests  at 
that  place  and  returned  to  Haynesville.  where  ho 
and  his  brother  formed  a partnership  and  con- 
tinued in  business  together  for  thirteen  years,  dis- 
solving partnership  in  1889.  Immediately  after 
quitting  business  at  Haynesville  he  went  to  Louis- 
iana. remaining  there  but  a short  time  and  then 
coming  to  this  place,  arriving  here  in  February,  1 889, 
and  immediately  opened  up  a general  merchan- 
dise business,  with  a stock  valued  at  several  tliou- 
i sand  dollars.  He  is  an  energetic  and  capable 
| voung  business  man,  and  although  he  has  been 
here  for  so  short  a time,  he  has  already  gained  a 
j host  of  friends,  and  will  probably  do  a business  of 
$30,000  or  $40,000  during  the  year  of  1890.  He 
was  married  in  1876  to  Miss  Ella  McKee,  of 
Ouachita  Parish,  La.,  daughter  of  Samuel  McKee. 

' an  old  settler  of  Louisiana.  By  this  marriage  he 
is  the  father  of  two  children,  both  interesting 
little  girls,  Sara  and  May.  Mr.  Taylor  is  a mem- 
ber of  Haynesville  Lodge  No.  169,  A.  F.  & A.  M.. 
and  Homer  Lodge,  I.  O.  O.  F.  \\  hile  at  Haynes- 
ville, Mr.  Taylor  served  three  or  four  years  as 
postmaster.  Mrs.  Taylor  is  a devout  member  of 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  South. 

William  Vaughn.  In  enumerating  the  promi- 
nent residents  of  Baker  Township,  Mr.  \ aughn 
must  not  be  overlooked,  for  during  a residence 
here  of  over  twelve  years,  he  has  contributed  not  a 
little  to  the  prosperity  and  enterprise  of  the  com- 
munity. His  birth  occurred  in  Mecklenburg 
County,  Va.,  October  28,  1841,  he  being  the 
youngest  in  a family  of  six  children  born  to  his 
parents,  Peter  and  Martha  (Chancellor)  "V  aughn, 
both  of  whom  were  natives  of  8 irginia.  lhe  lat- 
ter was  a daughter  of  David  Chancellor,  and  her 
birth  occurred  in  1 798.  The  father,  a farmer  by 
occupation,  was  born  in  1800,  of  Scotch  parentage. 
Leaving  his  native  State  in  1846  he  moved  to  len- 
nessee.  thence  in  1 $e9  to  Texas,  and  this  latter 
State  continued  to  be  his  home  until  his  death, 
which  occurred  in  1S65.  He  was  a worthy  mem- 
ber of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  South,  as 
was  his  widow  also,  who  departed  this  life  just  a 
few  weeks  after  his  death.  But  four  of  their  six 
children  are  now  living:  David,  Stephen,  John  and 
William.  The  two  former  are  worthy  agricult 
urists  of  Texas;  John  is  engaged  in  farming  in 
the  Indian  Territory,  and  M illiam  is  the  subject  of 
this  sketch.  William  Vaughn  attained  his  growth 
in  Tennessee,  and  was  reared  to  farm  labor.  He 
was  married  in  September.  1^6 1,  to  Miss  Elizabeth 
Lowe,  born  in  Taliaferro  County,  Ga. . September 
5.  1844,-  the  daughter  of  Charles  B.  and  Nancy 
(Whitton)  Lowe,  natives  of  Georgia,  and  their 


*■ 

■ 

' 

■ 


. 

■ 

_ 

_ 

■ 


HISTORY  OF  ARKANSAS. 


370 


union  lias  been  blessed  in  the  birth  of  six  children, 
five  of  whom  survive:  Amanda,  Martha.  Elizabeth, 
David,  Mary  I.  and  Charles.  Mr.  Vaughn  came 
to  this  State  in  1877,  and  located  on  his  present 
farm  of  eighty  acres,  which  he  is  now  engaged  in 
tilling.  He  is  a stanch  Democrat,  politically. 

Dr.  J.  F.  Youman,  practicing  physician  and 
surgeon,  Lewisville.  The  people  of  Lafayette,  as 
well  as  surrounding  counties,  are  familiar  with  the 
name  that  heads  this  sketch,  for  for  many  years 
Dr.  Youman  has  been  successfully  occupied  in  the 
prosecution  of  his  chosen  profession.  During  that 
time  his  career  as  a practitioner  and  thorough  stu- 
dent of  medicine  has  won  for  him  no  less  a reputa- 
tion than  have  his  personal  characteristics  as  a citi- 
zen and  neighbor.  He  was  born  in  Steuben 
County,  N.  Y.,  March  7,  1832.  and  there  his  life 
up  to  the  age  of  twenty  two  years  was  spent,  re- 
ceiving a tine  literary  education.  His  parents,  EJi: 
jali  and  Edna  (Stone)  Youman,  had  a family  of  ten 
children— eight  sons  and  two  daughters — and  he 
was  the  seventh  child  in  order  of  birth.  Both  his 
paternal  and  maternal  grandfathers  served  in  the 
Revolutionary  War,  and  they  were  both  natives  of 
Delaware,  but  removed  from  that-  State  to  New  York 
at  an  early  day.  J.  P.  Youman  took  up  the  study 
of  medicine  in  his  twentieth  year,  and  for  the  fol- 
lowing three  years  he  pursued  his  studies  in  his 
native  State.  In  1S55  he  went  to  Bureau  County, 
111.,  and  after  spending  a few  months  there,  went 


: to  Wisconsin,  and  at  the  end  of  four  months  went 
j to  Minnesota,  where  he  remained  until  185',).  He 
{ then  went  to  Missouri,  and  from  this  State,  in  1801, 
he  enlisted  as  a private  in  the  Federal  army.  He 
soon  rose  to  the  rank  of  hospital  steward,  and 
; afterward  assistant  surgeon,  in  which  capacity  he 
was  serving  at  the  close  of  tin1  war,  and  during  his 
term  of  service  he  was  stationed  in  Missouri, 
i After  the  surrender  he  entered  upon  the  practice  of  I 
I his  profession,  as  a traveling  physician,  making  a 
; specialty  of  chronic  diseases,  and  as  such  he  came  ! 
j to  this  county -in  1872.  In  1878  he  returned,  and 
settled  where  he  now  resides,  and  his  skill  as  a 
i physician  and  surgeon  has  won  for  him  a large  and 
lucrative  practice,  in  connection  with  which  he 
conducts  a merchandise  business,  carrying  a gen- 
1 eral  line  of  drugs  and  groceries.  He  also  owns  a 
] valuable  farm  in  this  locality.  He  was  united  in 
marriage  in  1857,  in  Minnesota,  to  Miss  Mary 
Faust,  a native  of  Hocastle,  Germany,  and  to  this 
union  have  been  born  three  children:  Frank  A. 
(now  a lawyer  of  Fort  Smith,  Ark.  ),  F.  W.  (who 
i is  now  attending  Rush  Medical  College,  Chicago), 
and  G.  F.  (who  is  a graduate  of  the  Missouri  State 
University).  Dr.  Youman  is  an  enterprising  and 
influential  citizen,  and  has  held  a number  of  local 
otlices  of  trust.  He  has  served  as  school  director, 
and  was  once  elected  county  treasurer,  but  refused 
to  qualify,  and  he  has  also  served  on  the  Medical 
i Examining  Board  of  this  county. 
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Sketches. 


Ye  pioneers,  it  is  to  you, 

The  debt  of  gratitude  is  due. — Pearre. 


N the  matter  of  location. 
Hempstead  County  is  sit 
uated  in  the  southwest  cor- 
ner of  Arkansas,  and  is 
bounded  on  the  north  by 
Pike  County,  on  the  east 
by  Nevada,  on  the  south 
by  Lafayette  and  the  Red 
River,  and  on  the  west 
by  Saline  River  and  Howard  County. 
Its  area  is  730  square  miles.  The 
greater  part  is  woodland;  685  square 
miles  are  yellow  loam,  and  forty-live 
square  miles  are  alluvial.  The  sur- 
face of  the  country  is  undulating  or  ! 
rolling,  with  small  open  prairies  of 
black  sandy  calcareous  lands,  inter- 
spersed among  sandy  and  gravelly 
hills,  and  underlaid  by  limestones  of 
the  cretaceous  age.  The  average  of 
lands  under  cultivation  is  about  105 
acres  per  square  mile. 

The  county  is  remarkably  well  timbered  with 
yellow  pine,  every  variety  of  oak.  gum  of  several 
varieties,  ash,  mulberry,  dogwood,  elm  and  cypress. 


The  lumber  cut  from  the  pine  timber  which 
abounds  in  this  county  is  of  the  best  quality  and 
commands  the  best  prices  in  all  markets.  In  the 
southern  portion  of  the  county,  there  is  a chain  of 
small  lakes,  along  the  margin  of  which  grows  a 
great  quantity  of  cypress  timber,  from  which  can  be 
made  the  most  desirable  shingles.  Bois  d’  Arc.  or 
osage  orange,  is  t lie  characteristic  growth  of  the 
blacklands.  The  undergrowth  is  spice-bush,  paw- 
paw, sumac  and  buckeye.  Southward  from  Wash- 
ington, after  leaving  the  sand,  there  occurs  stiff 
tenaceous  soils,  underlaid  by  blue  marly  tertiary 
clays,  which  extend  three  or  four  miles  south  of 
Spring  Hill,  near  the  county  line,  where  they  are 
covered  by  the  sandy  and  gravelly  soils  and  sub- 
soils of  the  pine  ridges.  Ferruginous  conglomer- 
ate and  sandstones  are  found  in  these  hills. 

Four  miles  south  of  Hope  there  is  a pottery 
which  has  built  up  quite  a trade  in  the  coarser 
crockery,  .jugs,  drain  tiling,  etc.  The  potter,  who 
is  an  intelligent  man,  and  has  visited  all  the  pot- 
teries in  America  and  Europe  of  any  magnitude, 
says  that  in  that  immediate  vicinity,  and  in  fact 
underlying  a great  portion  of  this  county,  there  is 
an  abundance  of  the  best  clays,  from  which  all 
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kinds  of  ware  can  be  made.  In  his  opinion  the 
clays  underlying  the  surface  of  Hempstead  county 
are  one  of  its  richest  natural  resources. 

No  country  has  a better  water  supply  or  more 
thorough  drainage  than  this.  Red  River  flows 
along  its  southern  border,  and  Little  Missouri  at 
the  northern  boundary,  while  the  three  Ozans  and 
their  numerous  tributaries.  Hickory  Creek.  Ganey, 
Terre  Rouge,  and  several  other  beautiful  little 
streams,  traverse  the  different  parts  of  the  county, 
receiving  water  from  the  gently  undulating  lands. 
In  the  southern  portion  of  the  county  are  quite  a 
number  of  small,  clear,  fresh  water  lakes,  which 
empty  into  Red  River,  which  abound  with  iish  ot  al- 
most. every  variety,  easily  taken  with  hook  and  line. 
There  are  many  good  springs  throughout  the  coun- 
ty,- but  the  supply  of  water  for  domestic  purposes 
is  generally  obtained  by  digging  wells.  In  a large 
i portion  of  the  county,  especially  on  the  sapdy 
lands,  good  water  is  obtained  at  a depth  of  from 
twenty  live  to  thirty  feet,  while  in  some  places,  on 
the  blacklands,  it  is  obtained  at  not  less  than  270 
feet,  and  at  Hope  and  its  immediate  vicinity,  an 
abundance  of  the  best  quality  of  water  is  reached 
at  a depth  of  480  feet.  Wells  are  bored.  Among 
the  noted  springs  of  the  county  Lithia  Springs  and 
Shover  Springs  are  noted  for  the  medicinal  qual- 
ities of  their  waters,  the  former  being  located  live 
miles  southwest  and  the  latter  about  the  same  dis- 
i tauce  southeast  from  Hope.  The  water  of  the 
Lithia  Springs  is  said  to  be  the  strongest  of  its 
kind  in  the  world,  and  is  famous  for  its  efficiency 
in  kidney  and  bladder  troubles  and  stomach  dis- 
orders. It  has  a rich  brandy  color,  is  slightly  lax- 
ative and  decidedly  alterative  and  tonic.  The  wa- 
ter of  Shover  Springs  is  impregnated  with  iron  and 
sulphur,  and  possesses  blood-purifying  and  tonic 
properties. 

Large  game  can  not  be  said  to  be  very  abundant, 
although  there  are  still  a great  many  deer  and  wild 
turkeys  tu  be  found  in  the  more  sequestered  forests 
and  in  the  bottoms.  Quail,  plover  and  snipe,  squir- 
rels and  small  game  are  quite  plentiful. 

If  Hempstead  County  has  mineral  resources 
they  are  yet  undeveloped.  Her  only  mines,  so  far 
as  have  been  developed,  are  the  generous  soils  which 
give  wealth  with  an  unsparing  hand  to  the  in- 
telligent and  industrious  husbandman.  The  lands 
of  Hempstead  County  will  produce  almost  anything 
cultivated  in  America,  but  the  crops  to  which  the 
farmers  devote  most  of  their  attention,  and  which 
give  the  best  returns,  are  cotton,  corn,  wheat, 
cats,  sweet  potatoes,  Irish  potatoes,  peas  and 
grasses. 

The  average  temperature  and  rainfall  at  Wash- 


ington, the  county  seat,  for  the  year  1889.  was 
03. (V  of  temperature,  and  47.38  inches  of  rain- 
fall. These  averages  may  be  taken  as  common  to 
the  counties  in  Southwestern  Arkansas. 

The  pioneers  of  the  county  come  from  Georgia, 
l Mississippi,  Alabama,  Tennessee  and  the  Curoliuas, 

! and  the  most  of  those  who  have  moved  to  the 
j county  since  its  settlement  hailed  from  the  same 
I States,  although  there  are  a few  families  who  came 
to  Hempstead  from  Illinois,  Ohio  and  other  V est- 
ern  and  Northern  localities. 

Many  of  the  early7  settlers  came  up  Red  River 
j on  keel  and  flat-boats,  and  landed  at  Fulton,  This 
was  before  the  era  of  steamboats.  Along  with 
| these  very7  early  pioneers  came  Col.  John  \\  ilson. 

| The  Mosses — James,  William  and  Matthew — the 
| Gibsons,  Campbells,  Nelsons  and  others  landed  at 
I Fulton  upon  their  first  arrival,  and  for  a time  re- 
| mained  there.  The  Mosses  came  in  ISIS,  and 
j Col.  Wilson  in  1819.  The  former  permanently  set  - 
j tied  near  Columbus,  and  later  Wilson  went  to  Wash- 
i ington  and  lived  for  a while.  Other  early7  settlers 
| of  Fulton  and  vicinity  were  the  Maddens,  Van 
j Syckles,  a Mr.  Bunch,  David  Roberts,  Wash  Bean, 
j James  Parker,  Lewis  Nance,  \\  alker  M ilson,  Ans- 
! lem  Cham  bless,  James  L.  Hicks,  John  Gabbert,  and 
an  old  man  by  the  name  of  Miller,  who  ran  a water 
mill  and  ground  the  grist  of  the  sparsely7  settled 
neighborhood.  Among  the  pioneers  along  Bois  d’ 
Arc  Creek  were  James  Reeves.  John  Anderson  and 
J two  or  three  brothers,  and  the  Sandlins.  Still 
nearer  Fulton  resided  Enoch  and  James  Smith, 
j John  and  William  Vaughan,  John  B.  Sandefur, 
Mr.  Carter,  Sam  Scott,  David  Reid,  and  a German 
j named  Scliaal.  All  these  were  very  early  settlers. 

Abner  Moren  was  the  first  settler  at  Columbus, 
and  William  Ward  settled  about  a mile  below  that 
village.  Col.  Stuart,  Edward  Johnson  and  his 
sons  settled  near  Columbus  in  1820.  About  the 
same  time  William  Bailey  and  his  sons-in-law, 

James  Mattingly7,  White;  Daniel  Grounds, 

and  William  Renno,  settled  about  four  miles  south 
of  Columbus.  Uncle  Matthew  Moss  settled  in  the 
! neighborhood  about  eight  miles  northeast  from 
Washington  in  1814.  He  was  the  first  man  to 
bring  a keel  boat  up  around  the  rafts  in  Red  River. 
These  rafts  were  removed  about  1833,  by  the  Gov- 
: eminent.  Other  very  early  settlers  in  the  neigh- 
borhood were  John  English,  at  whose  house  Hemp- 
stead County  was  organized,  James  Grayson,  a 
Mr.  Brown,  Frank  MeLoland  and  Ben  Clark. 

| James  Henry,  a minister  formerly  of  South  Carolina, 

. settled  in  Hempstead  County  in  1 S 1 7 or  ISIS.  James 
i Alexander  came  from  Missouri  about  the  same 
time.  Lewis  Wicker,  from  Missouri:  James  May. 
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who  came  from  Tennessee  in  1821,  and  Andrew 
Wallace,  who  came  from  Tennessee  in  1817,  were 
among  the  pioneer  settlers  on  the  Ozan  Creeks. 
Robert  Irvin  came  here  from  Missouri  in  1810, 
and  a man  named  Langford  was  then  the  only  set- 
tler near  Mound  Prairie.  Col.  Abram  Stuart  set- 
tled at  this  prairie  in  1818.  He  was  accompanied 
by  Matthew  Fountain,  who  built  the  first  cabin  on 
the  mound  in  1819.  Solomon  Ruggles  was  also  a 
pioneer  in  the  Mound  Prairie  vicinity.  Following 
are  the  names  of  other  early  settlers: 

John  Stephenson,  Samuel  McDaniel,  Hewitt 
Burt  and  John  Bard,  all  four  from  Missouri,  came 
in  1815;  John  Campbell,  from  Tennessee,  1812; 
Benjamin  Clark,  Kentucky,  1812;  William  Yates 
and  son  George,  Missouri,  1812:  Judge  Edward 
Ci'oss,  Kentucky,  1828:  Capt.  John  IV.  Williams, 
Kentucky,  1830;  Philip  Ruggles,  Michael  Sum- 
meral,  John  Terrell,  Thomas  Reed,  Joseph  .Reed 
and  Mallow,  all  from  Missouri;  Rev.  James  Black 
and  Squire  Dillard,  from  Tennessee;  David  Pax- 
ton, from  Kentucky;  William,  Joseph  and  James 
Gibson,  from  Virginia:  John  Chairs.  William  Hal- 
sey, William  Williams,  Leonard  Wilson,  James 
Nance,  John  Shurley.  Dr.  N.  D.  Smith,  Robert 
Irvin,  Joseph  White,  Joshua  White,  John  Petti- 
grew, Thomas  Ray,  John  and  Daniel  Props,  James 
May,  Joseph  Litchford,  Nathan  Bishop.  Charles 
Nelson.  Thomas  Eads,  Thomas  Norris.  These 
were  all  good,  substantial  citizens  and  the  most  of 
them  members  of  some  church.  There  may  be 
some  inaccuracies  in  the  list,  as  it  is  given  from 
fifty  years’  recollection. 

Elijah  Stuart  was  the  first  man  to  settle  at 
what  is  now  Washington.  He  first  lived  a little 
north  of  the  town,  and  afterward  moved  over  and 
built  a log  house  on  a site  which  now  lies  in  the 
eastern  part  of  the  town.  Here  he  opened  the  first 
tavern  in  Washington.  The  temporary  seat  of 
justice  was  for  some  time  at  his  house.  Other 
early  settlers  of  this  vicinity  were:  Jeremiah  Pate, 
William  and  Henry  Stephenson,  Nathan  Shook. 
Uncle  Hickman  and  his  sons  William  and  Peter, 
and  Daniel  T.  Witter. 

Nearly  all  of  the  pioneers  above  named  have 
passed  on  to  " That  country  from  whose  bourne  no 
traveler  e’er  returns."  The  only  one  known  to  be 
surviving,  who  settled  as  early  as  1818,  is  Capt. 
Matthew  Moss,  now  residing  at  Washington.  He 
is  a son  of  the  old  pioneer,  James  Moss,  and  nephew 
of  Matthew  Moss,  who  settled  in  1814  in  the  neigh- 
borhood a few  miles  northeast  of  Washington. 

L itis  man  is  now  eighty  three  years  of  age,  and  to 
him  credit  is  due  for  much  valuable  information. 
The  individuals  named  hereafter  in  connection 


with  the  organization  of  the  county,  and  all  of  the 
early  county  officers,  were  also  pioneer  settlers. 

Early  in  1832  the  military  road  was  cut  through 
from  Little  Rock  to  Fort  Towson  in  the  Indian 
Territory.  Its  line  crossed  the  Ouachita  River  a 
few  miles  above  Arkadelphia,  in  Clark  County,  and 
ran  thence  in  a southwesterly  direction  to  Wash- 
ington in  Hempstead  County,  and  thence  in  a 
westerly  direction  to  its  terminus.  Another  mili- 
tary road  was  cut  through  from  Fort  Jessup  in 
Louisiana  to  Washington,  Ark.,  whore  it  formed  a 
junction  ’with  the  Little  Rock  and  Fort  Towson 
road.  In  the  fall  of  1832  the  Choctaw  Indians 
were  landed  at  Devail’s  Bluff  on  White  River, 
having  been  shipped  to  that  point  on  water.  Capt. 
Matt  Moss,  now  of  Washington,  being  employed 
by  the  Government,  assisted  in  moving  them  from 
that  point  to  Little  Rock,  and  thence  over  the  mili- 
tary road  to  their  destination  iu  the  Indian  Terri- 
tory. Cholera  was  making  havoc  among  the  In- 
dians at  the  time,  but  the  captain  fulfilled  his  con- 
tract and  was  not  attacked  with  the  disease.  He 
is  the  only  one  surviving,  so  far  as  he  knows,  who 
assisted  in  moving  these  Indians. 

The  county  of  Hempstead  was  organized  in 
1819,  under  the  provisions  of  an  act  of  the  Legis- 
lature of  Missouri  Territory,  approved  December 
15,  1818.  It  was  named  after  Edward  Hempstead, 
the  first  delegate  to  Congress  from  Missouri  Terri- 
tory.  Pulaski  and  Clark  Counties  were  established 
by  the  same  act.  [See  organization  of  Clark 
County  in  this  volume,  j These  three  counties 
were  formed  out  of  the  original  county  af  Arkan- 
sas, Hempstead  being  the  most  southwesterly  one, 
embracing  the  territory  lying  south  and  west  of  the 
Little  Missouri  River  aud  extending  southward  to 
the  Louisiana  line  and  westward  to  the  line  of  the 
Indian  Territory.  Thus  it  is  seen  that  it  origi- 
nally embraced  what  is  now  several  counties,  but  has 
been  reduced  in  size  from  time  to  time  as  the 
other  counties  were  formed  and  cut  off.  until  its 
present  limits  are  as  follows: 

Commencing  at  the  northeast  corner  of  the 
county,  iu  Township  9 south,  at  the  point  where 
the  north  and  south  section  line,  in  the  middle  of 
Range  23  west,  intersects  the  Little  Red  River; 
thence  south  through  the  middle  of  Range  23  west, 
to  the  line  between  Townships  14  and  15  south; 
thence  west  on  the  township  line  to  Red  River: 
thence  up  Red  River  to  the  mouth  of  Little  River; 
thence  up  Little  River  to  the  point  where  it  crosses 
the  line  between  Townships  11  and  12  south,  in 
Range  28  west;  thence  east  on  the  township  line 
to  tile  line  between  Ranges  26  and  2i  west;  thence 
north  on  the  range  line  to  the  line  between  Town- 
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ships  8 and  9 south;  thence  east  on  the  township 
line  to  Hickory  Creek;  thence  down  Hickory  Creek 
to  its  junction  with  Little  Missouri  River:  thence 
down  this  river  to  the  place  of  beginning. 

The  county  was  organized  by.  the  common  pleas 
court,  which  existed  at  that  time  under  the  laws  of 
\ Missouri  Territory,  but  this  court  became  extinct 
when  Arkansas  Territory  was  organized,  and  the 
county  business  was  transferred  to  the  circuit 
court  of  the  new  Territory.  This  court  continued 
to  transact  the  county  business  until  the  county 
! court  proper  was  inaugurated  in  1829.  since  which 
time  there  has  always  been  a county  court,  espe- 
cially for  the  transaction  of  county  business.  The 
first  terms  of  the  courts  in  Hempstead  County  were 
held  at  the  house  of  John  English,  about  eight 
miles  northeast  of  the  present  site  of  Washington, 
and  on  the  line  of  the  military  road,  afterward 
established.  The  temporary  county  seat  remained 
at  this  place  until  1824,  when  it  was  moved  to  the 
house  of  Elijah  Stuart,  on  the  site  of  the  present 
town  of  Washington.  The  commissioners  appoint- 
ed to  select  the  permanent  seat  of  justice  for  the 
county  were  Hewitt  Burt,  Meredith  W.  Edwards, 
Samuel  E.  Davis,  James  Moss,  and  Elijah  Stuart. 
In  1824  these  commissioners  selected  the  present 
site  of  Washington  as  the  permanent  seat  of  justice. 
The  record  shows  that  the  November  term  of  the 
circuit  court  in  1824  was  held  at  the  house  of 
Elijah  Stuart,  and  that  the  March  term.  1825,  of 
the  same  court,  was  “ begun  and  held  in  the  town 
of  Washington,  at  the  court-house  in  and  for  the 
county  of  Hempstead,  and  Territory  of  Arkansas. 
* on  Monday,  the  21st  of  March,  in  the  year  of  our 
Lord,  1825.” 

The  record  of  the  old  common  pleas  court  and 
also  of  the  circuit  court  prior  to  March.  1824.  can 
not  be  found  among  the  records  at  this  writing; 
consequently  the  first  grand  and  petit  jurors  can 
not  be  given  here,  but  the  grand  jury  empaneled 
at  the  March  term  in  1825  consisted  of  the  follow- 
ing named  gentlemen:  Pleasant  M.  Burton,  Jo- 

seph Stuart,  Francis  McLeland.  William  Show, 
Jesse  B.  Roman,  Daniel  Cornelius,  Thomas  Bas- 
sett, William  Mattock,  Mordeeai  Nugent.  William 
Grayson,  John  McLeland,  Daniel  Young,  Bryan 
T.  Nowlin,  William  McDonald,  James  Alexander, 
Simon  Baird  and  John  Stephenson,  “seventeen 
good  and  lawful  men  of  the  vicinage,  who  being 
charged  and  sworn  retired  to  consult  of  their  du- 
ties.” At  this  term  of  court  William  Stevenson 
was  authorized  to  keep  a ferry  across  Red  River,  at 
a place  called  Fisher  Prairie,  and  James  Burnside 
was  authorized  to  keep  a ferry  across  the  same 
river  “at  his  place  of  residence  known  as  Dela- 
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ware  Village.”  These  gentlemen  were  each 
charged  85  for  the  privilege  thus  granted.  Will 
iam  Trimble  was  then  judge  or  acting  judge  of  the 
circuit  court  as  shown  by  the  records. 

Following  is  a list  of  the  names  of  the  county 
officers  of  Hempstead  County  from  its  organiza- 
tion until  the  year  1890: 

Judges — James  Moss,  1S27— 32;  A.  Wading, 
1832-35:  B.  D.  Jett,  1835-38;  W.  H.  Wynn. 
1838-40;  B.  D.  Jett,  1840-44:  D.  T.  Witter, 
1844-40;  J.  D.  Trimble,  1840-54:  D.  T.  Witter, 
1854-58;  MET.  Holt.  1.858-60;  A.  B.  Williams. 
1800-02;  J.  K.  Page,  1802-05;  M J.  Holt,  1865- 
00;  A.  H.  Cartigan,  1800-68;  8.  D.  Belden.  1S6S 
-72;  * * * C.  M.  Hervey,  1.874-70;  A.  H. 
Carrigan,  1870-78;  W.  R.  Bell.  1878-82:  F.  M. 
Thompson,  1882—84;  R.  F.  Roberson,  1884-SO; 
James  M.  Henegan,  1880-90. 

Clerks— J.  M.  Steward,  1819-23;  A.  M.  Oak- 
ley. 1824-38;  S.  T.  Sanders,  1838-OS;  D.  C. 
Casev,  1808-70;  John  Brooker,  1870-72;  R.  Sam- 
uels/ 1872-74;  T.  H.  Simms,  1874-80;  W.  A. 
Jett,  1880-84;  R.  B.  Etter,  1884-SO:  E,  B. 
Black.  1880-88;  R.  W.  Jones,  1888-90. 

Clerk  circuit  court — (Prior  to  1880  there  was 
but  one  clerk  at  a time  for  the  several  courts)  Sam- 
uel Gibson,  1880-90. 

Sheriffs — A.  S.  Walker.  1819-23;  Thomas 
Dooley,  1824-25;  D.  T.  Witter,  1825-30:  James 
Gibson,  1830-40;  William  Arnett,  1840-48:  J.  B. 
Sandefur,  1848-00;  W.  A.  Alexander,  1860-02; 
M.  T.  Holt.  1802-08:  A.  R.  Mitchell.  1868-70: 
H.  B.  "Williams.  1870-72:  J.  P.  Bull,  1872-74: 
J.  W.  Williams,  1874-81;  C.  E.  Royston.  1881- 
82;  J.  M.  Hanegan,  1882-84;  William  A.  Jett. 
1884-80:  W.  P.  Powell,  1886-88;  H.  B.  Holman. 
1888-90. 

Treasurers — J.  W.  Finley.  1836-38;  R.  L. 
Phillips,  1838-42;  E.  Nance,  1842-48:  D.  Block. 
1848-54;  M.  R.  Green.  1854-50;  It.  L.  Phillips. 
1850-08;  John  Justice,  1808-72;  Jesse  Sewell, 
1872-74;  James  Green,-  1871-70;  B.  W.  Green, 
1870-78;  J.  D.  Jones,  1878-82;  R.  B.  Etter, 
1882-84;  John  S.  Turner,  18S4-S8;  A.  J.  Robins, 
1S8S-90. 

Coroners — Benjamin  Clark,  1819-23;  * * 

William  McDonald.  1827-33;  William  Shaw.  1833- 
-35;  J.  Morrison.  1835-30;  J.  Pate,  1830-58: 
IV.  A.  Alexander.  1 858—00 ; .1.  51.  Norwood.  1860- 
02;  E.  K.  Williams.  1802-64;  S.  W.  Crosnal.  1S04 
— 06;  J.  T.  Barton,  1860-08;  John  Barton.  lStiS-72: 
G.  Vaughan,  18(2-74;  Samuel  Ogden,  18(4—84: 
W.  F.  Little,  1884-80;  O.  W.  Murray,  1886-88; 
W.  Wr  Cannon,  1888-90; 

Surveyors — Edward  Cross,  1825-27;  D.  Wil 
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burn,  1S27-30;  M.  H.  Dixon,  1S30-32;  D.  E.  Will 
iains,  1832-30;  N.  E.  Stuart,  1830-40;  D.  E. 
Williams,  1840-48;  J.  P.  -Jett.  1848-30;  A.  B. 
Williams,  1830-32;  D.  E.  Williams.  1832-34;  C. 
P.  Williams,  1831  30;  J.  It.  Gratiot,  1850-nS;  J. 
B.  Davis.  1838-02;  J.  It.  Gratiot,  1802-00;  J. 
Stewart,  1800-08;  P.  C.  Scott,  ISOS- <2;  J.  It.  Gra- 
tiot, 1872-80;  G.  A\  . Dorman.  1880  -84;  \\ . C. 
Wallis,  1884-80;  A.  II.  Tunstall,  1880-00. 

Assessors  — T.  H.  Simms.  1802-04:  J.  A.  White 
sides,  1 SOI  00;  * * * James  Lorrence,  1808- • 

70;  It.  Samuels,  18<0  <2;  James  Tynas,  1ST2-74; 
J.  L.  Bouldin,  1874-70;  A.  A.  Gibson,  1870-80; 

J.  M.  Hanegan,  1880-82:  W.  P.  Powell,  1882-80: 

A.  B.  Jones,  1880-88:  F.  W.  Dickson.  1888-90. 
Delegates  in  Constitutional  Conventions — 1830, 

G.  D.  Itoyston  and  J.  H.  Walker;  1801,  A.  H. 
Carrigan  and  It.  P.  Garland;  1804.  no  representa- 
tion; 1808,  J.  It.  Montgomery,  S.  D.  Belden  and 
Riclrard  Samuels;  1874,  G.  D.  Itoyston  and  John 
It.  Eakin. 

In  Council  of  Territorial  Legislature  — 1820, 
David  Clark;  1821.  Robert  Andrews:  1823,  Mat- 
thew Scoby;  1823,  D.  T.  Witter:  1827-2S,  D.  T. 
Witter:  1829,  George  Hill;  1831.  D.  T.  Witter; 
1833,  J.  W.  Judkins. 

In  House  of  Territorial  Legislature — 1820,  J. 

English  and  W.  Stevenson;  1821, 1 823— 

28,  John  Wilson:  1829,  John  Wilson  and  E. 
King;  1831,  W.  Trimble  and  T.  W.  Scott;  1833, 
William  Shaw  and  H.  Burt. 

State  Senators — George  Hill.  1830-38;  J.  H. 
Walker,  1838-40;  W.  Trimble,  1842-43;  H.  P. 
Poindexter,  1840-53;  P.  It.  Booker,  1854-55;  G. 
D.  Royston,  1850-57:  A.  H.  Garrigan,  1858-02; 

B.  Williams,  1802;  F.  W.  Gilpin,  1804-05:  A. 
B.  Williams,  1800-07;  George  W.  Martin.  1808- 
09;  G.  H.  Martin.  1871:  John  Brooker,  1S73;  J. 

K.  Jones,  1874-77:  C.  E.  Mitchell,  1879-81:  C. 
M.  Norwood,  1883-85;  F.  M.  Thompson,  1887. 

Representatives  — J.  W.  Judkins.  G.  D.  Rov- 
ston,  1830-38;  B.  P.  Jett.  A.  M.  Oakley,  1S38;  T. 
T.  Williamson,  G.  Hill.  1840;  George  Con  wav. 
John  Field.  1842-43;  H.  W.  Smith.  T.  31.  R. 
Bankhead,  1844-45:  Tyra  Hill,  James  P.  Jett, 
J.  S.  Cannon.  C.  B.  Mitchell.  184^-49:  E.  Kings- 
worthy,  W.  Sis^ell,  1850-51;  B.  P.  Jett,  T.  H. 
W.  Maddux,  1852-53:  H.  Bishop,  J.  S.  Cannon, 
1854-55;  D.  Griftin.  D.  Block.  1850-57;  It.  K. 
Garland,  D.  Gritlin.  1858-59;  R.  K.  Garland.  O. 
Jennings,  lSOO-02;  John  R.  Robbins.  M.  V.  Cheat- 
ham, 1802;  J.  Boon,  L.  Worthington.  1804  -05:  J. 
B.  Robbins,  M.  \.  Cheatham.  LSG4;  John  It. 
Eakin,  I).  M.  Cochran,  1800-07;  S.  T.  Mitchell,  S. 
D.  Beldin,  R.  It:  Samuels.  1807-09;  B.  B.  Battle, 


W.  It,  Basden,  J.  C.  P.  McLendon,  1871;  It.  T. 
Page,  Arch  Apperson,  W.  A.  Marshall,  1873;  O.  P. 
Anderson,  J.  D.  Conway,  D.  J.  Montgomery.  1874; 
J.  Hanna,  J.  E.  Bostic,  1874 -75;  James  A.  William 
son,  George  H.  Andrews,  1^77:  J-  D.  Conway,  A. 
W.  Hobson.  1879;  L.  1).  Beene,  J.  B.  Robbins, 
1881;  W.  L.  Leslie,  J.  A.  Todd,  1883:  A.  H. 
Carrigan,  C.  A.  Bridwell,  1885:  J.  T.  Holt,  Lee 
Clow,  1887. 

In  the  Confederate  Legislature  held  at  Wash- 
ington, from  September  22  to  October  2.  1804, 
Hempstead  County  was  represented  in  the  Senate 
hv  A.  B.  Williams,  and  in  the  House  by  J.'B. 
Robbins  and  31.  3".  Cheatham. 

With  regard  to  contests  in  Hempstead  County 
for  sheriff,  clerk,  etc.,  previous  to  the  enfranchise 
ment  of  the  negroes,  a man’s  political  opinions 
were  never  considered  in  determining  his  qualities  - 
tions  for  these  offices,  consequently  if  a man 
proved  to  be  a good  public  servant,  he  was  not 
defeated  by  the  party"  happening  to  be  the  strongest, 
but  was  instead  re-elected.  Another  reason  for  this 
was  the  fact  that  the  salaries  and  emoluments  of 
office  then  were  not  so  large  and  remunerative  as 
to  make  it  a great  object  to  seek  office  Personal 
popularity"  then,  as  now,  often  secured  success  to 
candidates,  their  litness,  however,  not  always  being 
considered.  Among  the  officers  of  Hempstead 
County,  individuals  have  served  longer  perhaps 
than  in  any"  other  county  in  the  State.  A.  31. 
Oakley"  served  fourteen  years  as  clerk,  and  S.  T. 
Sanders  held  the  same  office  for  thirty  consecutive 
years.  The  office  of  sheriff  was  held  by  James 
Gibson  and  J.  B.  Sandefer  fora  period  of  twelve 
years  each.  R.  L.  Phillips  held  the  office  of 
treasurer  for  twelve  consecutive  years,  and  J. 

1 Pate  served  as  coroner  for  twenty  two  consecutive 
years. 

The  county  public  buildings  consist  of  the  court 
house,  jail  and  poor  asylum.  The  court-house  is 
a neat,  two-story  brick  building,  with  hall  and 
offices  on  the  first  iloor,  and  the  court-room  on  the 
second.  The  jail  is  also  a brick  structure,  with 
four  steel  cells.  These  buildings  were  erected  in 
1874,  at  a cost  of  about  875,000.  The  ••county 
farm,”  consisting  of  100  acres,  lies  on  the  old 
military  road,  six  miles  west  of  Washington.  It 
is  comfortably  supplied  with  frame  buildings,  as 
the  asylum  for  the  poor. 

The  Territory  of  Arkansas  was  divided  into 
four  circuits,  and  Hempstead  County  was  in  the 
First  Judicial  District.  T.  P.  Eskridge  was  judge 
of  this  circuit  from  1823  to  1827;  Andrew  Scott, 
from  4827  to  1829:  Sam  C.  Roane,  from  1829  to 
1830.  The  prosecuting  attorneys  for  the  same 
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time,  were  AY.  B.  R.  Horner.  1823-28 : Thomas 
Hubbard,  1S2S-33;  Grandison  D.  Royston,  1833- 
35;  A.  G.  Stephenson,  1830.  When  the  State 
government  was  set  in  motion,  six  judicial  circuits 
were  made,  and  Hempstead  was  allotted  to  the 
sixth.  The  judges  of  this  district  were  as  follows, 
from  1840  to  1801:  William  B.  Conway.  -John 

Field,  George  Conway,  John  Quilliu,  Thomas 
Hubbard.  Abner  A.  Stith.  Shelton  Watson  and 
Leu  B.  Green.  The  prosecuting  attorneys  for  the 
same  period  were  Grandison  D.  Royston.  Oscar  F. 
Rainey,  Isaac  T.  Tupper,  Allen  W.  Blevins,  Ed- 
ward A.  Warren,  Orville  Jennings,  Edward  W. 
Gantt  and  James  K.  Young. 

The  Ninth  Judicial  District,  of  which  Hemp- 
stead County  now  forms  a part,  is  composed  of  the 
counties  of  Hempstead,  Nevada.  Lafayette  and 
Miller,  the  judge  being  C.  E.  Mitchel  and  the 
prosecuting  attorney  being  T.  E.  Webber,  both  of 
Texarkana.  The  terms  of  the  court  begin  in  Hemp- 
stead County  on  the  first.  Monday  of  April  and 
October  of  each  year. 

Many  of  the  ablest  attorneys  of  the  State  have 
been  members  of  the  Hempstead  County  bar.  Air. 
Fay  Hempstead,  author  of  ” Hempstead’s  History 
of  Arkansas.”  says:  ' ' The  town  of  Washington  is 
notable  for  having  had  among  its  citizens  a remark- 
able number  of  men  who  have  been  distinguished 
in  public  affairs  of  the  State  and  Nation,  among 
whom  are  to  be  noted  Judge  Edward  Cross,  judge 
of  the  Territorial  Superior  Court,  and  afterward 
of  the  State  Supreme  Court,  and  member  of  Con 
gross;  Judge  Daniel  Ringo,  chief  justice  of  the 
Supreme  Court  of  the  State,  and  United  States  dis- 
trict judge  from  1848  to  1S61;  A.  H.  Garland, 
governor  in  1874,  United  States  Senator  in  188b, 
and  attorney-general  of  the  United  States  in  1885 
to  1889;  Judge  John  R.  Akin,  associate  justice  of 
the  Supreme  Court  from  1878  to  1884;  Judge  B. 
B.  Battle,  associate  justice  from  1884;  Judge  A. 
B.  Williams,  circuit  judge  and  member  of  the 
Utah  Commission;  Senator  James  K.  Jones, 
United  States  Senator.  1881  to  1891;  Col.  Daniel 
W.  Jones,  attorney-general  from  1884  to  1889, 
and  others.”  To  this  list  should  be  added  the 
name  of  Gen.  Grandison  D.  Royston.  a man  of 
wide  reputation.  These  were  all  members  of  the 
Hempstead  County  bar.  Where  is  the  county  that 
can  make  a better  showing  : 

In  the  punishment  of  criminals  there  has  been 
only  one  execution  of  a white  man  in  Hempstead 
County,  and  that  one  was  Henry  H.  Scaggs.  .jvho 
was  hanged  at  Washington,  October  25,  1844.  for 
the  murder  of  William  B.  Oaks.  Judge  Conway 
presided  at  his  trial.  A few  other  murders  have 


been  committed  by  white  men  who  have  paid  the 
i penalty  by  serving  in  the  penitentiary.  Since  the 
war  of  1801—65  a few  colored  men  have  been 
executed  for  the  offense  of  murder.  Criminals 
here  generally  receive  justice,  and  in  respect  to  the 
amount  of  crime  committed,  Hempstead  County  has 
i escaped  fully  as  well  as  her  sister  counties. 

Hempstead  County  furnished  a number  of  sol- 
diers for  the  Federal  army  during  the  Mexican 
War,  and  the  First  Regiment  of  Arkansas  Volun- 
teers rendezvoused  and  encamped  at  Washington 
for  several  weeks  before  starting  to  Mexico.  The 
field  officers  of  this  regiment  were  Archibald  Yell. 

I of  Fayetteville,  colonel:  John  Selden  Roane,  of 
Yran  Buren,  lieutenant-colonel,  and  Solon  Borland. 

: of  Little  Rock,  major.  The  county  also  furnished 
: a large  number  of  men  for  the  Confederate  army 
in  the  Civil  War  of  1801—05,  the  people  being 
generally  in  sympathy  with  the  Southern  cause. 
During  this  war  Confederate  troops  frequently 
camped  at  various  places  in  the  county,  but  it  was 
not  visited  by  Federal  troops  until  after  the  war 
closed,  when  a regiment  of  soldiers  was  stationed 
for  a time  during  the  reconstruction  period  at  the 
town  of  Washington.  Not  being  overrun  bv  the 
| contending  armies,  the  county,  as  now  limited  geo- 
; graphically,  escaped  the  usual  ravages  of  war. 
The  people  did  not  quarrel  among  themselves,  and 
no  bushwhacking  was  carried  on  They  had.  how- 
ever, to  endure  the  privations  caused  by  the  war  in 
shutting  off  their  commercial  intercourse. 

At  the  end  of  each  census-decade  since  the  or- 
! ganization  of  Hempstead  County,  its  population 
has  been  as  follows:  1820,  2,246:  1830.  2.512: 

1840,4,921:  1850,7,072;  1860, 13,989;  1870.13.- 
708;  1880.  19,' >15;  1890,  estimated.  23.000. 

The  white  and  colored  population  for  I860  was: 

| White,  8.589;  colored,  5,400;  for  1870  it  was.  white, 
7,349;  colored,  0,329:  for  18S0  it  was,  white,  9. 5(-t3: 
colored.  9,221.  This  shows  that  from  1*00  to 
1830  the  colored  population  increased  faster  than 
! that  of  the  whites,  there  being  in  1800.  3,189  more 
white  than  colored  people,  while  in  1880  there 
were  only  372  more  white  than  colored  people.  In 
1880  there  were  149  citizens  of  the  county  of  for- 
eign birth.  The  figures  in  the  forthcoming  report 
of  the  United  States  census  for  1890  will  be  inter  - 
j esting  to  compare  with  those  given  above. 

To  ascertain  the  political  aspect  of  the  county, 
reference  is  had  to  late  election  returns.  At  the 
September  election  in  1888,  James  P.  Eagle.  Demo 
; cratic  candidate  for  governor,  received  1,911  votes. 

and  C.  M.  Norwood,  Union  Labor  and  combined 
j opposition  candidate,  received  2,331  votes.  At  the 
i November  election  in  the  same  year  the  candidates 
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for  tho  Presidency  of  the  United  States  received 
votes  as  follows:  Cleveland,  1,685;  Harrison,  1.840; 
Streeter,  172;  Fisk,  2.  The  vote  given  to  Harrison 
would  indicate  that  it  is  a Republican  county,  but 
it  is  generally  considered  a “doubtful  " one. 

At  the  September  election  in  1888,  the  vote 
given  for  liquor  license  was  2,650,  while  the  vote 
cast  against  such  license  was  1,328.  At  the  same 
election  the  number  of  votes  cast  for  the  two  op- 
posing candidates,  for  the  office  of  Representative 
iii  Congress,  in  the  several  counties,  composing  the 
Third  Congressional  District,  was  as  follows: 


COUNT IKS 


— ' 5 

Columbia 

1004 

720 

Nevada  

1112 

1102 

Pike ‘. 

071 

420 

Miller 

1182 

1073 

Hempstead 

1796 

1890 

Dallas  

070 

409 

Hot  Spring 

Clark 

999 

1792 

425 

1277 

Bradlev 

700 

238 

Polk 

800 

100 

D re  w 

1164 

1002 

1310 

1248 

1215 

302 

455 

Union 

Lafayette 

384 

Howard  

1271 

073 

Sevier 

902 

337 

Ashley 

1083 

800 

Calhoun 

5r>l 

310 

Little  River 

045 

079 

Majority 

20,040 

6,493 

13,553 

The  Iron  Mountain  Railroad,  which  crosses  the 
county  in  a southwesterly  direction,  was  completed 
in  1873,  its  length  within  the  county  being  twenty- 
two  miles.  In  1879  a narrow  gauge  railway  was 
completed  from  Hope  on  the  Iron  Mountain  line 
to  Washington,  and  about  1885  it  was  changed  to 
; a standard  gauge  road,  and  extended  on  to  Nash- 
ville, in  Howard  County.  Its  length  within  the 
county  of  Hempstead  is  twenty-eight  miles,  thus 
making  fifty  miles  of  railway  within  the  county. 

The  real  estate  of  the  county,  including  the 
lands,  town  lots  and  the  railroads,  was  assessed  for 
taxation  in  1889,  at  81,880,719,  and  the  personal 
property,  including  all  kinds,  at  81.137,139.  mak- 
ing  a grand  total  of  taxable  property  of  83,0.18,1 58. 
Considering  the  rate  at  which  property  is  assessed 
for  taxation,  it  is  safe  to  estimate  the  real  value  of 
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the  property  of  the  county,  at  about  89,000,000, 
j in  round  numbers.  There  were  4,306  taxable  polls 
j in  the  county  in  1889. 

The  resources  of  the  county  are  principally  ag- 
j ricultural,  though  the  lumber  industry  is  now,  and 
for  many  years  will  continue  to  be  a source  of  much 
I income.  The  farm  products  of  the  county  for  the 
| year  1879,  as  shown  by  the  census  of  18S0,  were  as 
! follows:  Cotton,  13,985  bales;  Indian  corn,  418,837 
bushels;  oats,  42,676  bushels;  wheat,  6,702  bush- 
I els;  sorghum  molasses.  34,686  gallons;  tobacco, 
i 3, 000  pounds;  Irish  potatoes,  3, 1 28  bushels;  sweet 
i potatoes,  20,289  bushels.  This  shows  that  cotton 
and  corn  were  the  principal  crops  cultivated.  A 
j comparison  of  these  figures  with  the  forthcoming 
| census  report  of  1890  will  be  interesting.  A great 
i income  could  be  acquired  by  the  raising  of  live 
stock  in  Hempstead  County,  but  as  yet  no  great 
attention  has  been  given  to  this  industry.  How- 
ever, a marked  increase  in  the  number  of  animals 
has  been  made  since  1886.  The  number  of  animals 
assessed  in  1886  was  as  follows:  Horses,  2,847; 
mules  and  asses,  2,304;  cattle,  15,076;  sheep, 2,849; 
hogs,  14,501.  The  number  assessed  in  1889  was: 
Horses,  3,606;  mules  and  asses.  2,477;  cattle,  18.- 
123;  sheep,  4,895;  hogs,  18,752.  This  shows  the 
increase  in  the  intervening  three  years  to  have  been 
as  follows:  Horses,  759;  mules  and  asses,  173 ; cat- 
tle, 3.047;  sheep,  2,046;  hogs,  4,251.  This  is  a 
fair  showing,  and  indicates  that  latterly,  stock-rais- 
ing is  receiving  more  attention.  The  lumber  in- 
dustry has  only  partially  consumed  the  valuable 
timber  along  the  line  of  the  Iron  Mountain  Rail- 
road, leaving  the  uncleared  forests  of  the  balance 
of  the  county  mostly  in  their  natural  state,  with 
millions  of  feet  of  valuable  pine  and  other  timber. 
The  leading  lumber  mills  will  be  mentioned  in  con- 
nection with  the  towns. 

Washington  the  county-seat  of  Hempstead 
County  is  situated  on  the  x4rkansas  & Louisiana 
I Railroad,  on  Section  22,  Township  11,  Range  25. 

! It  was  founded  in  1824.  when  chosen  as  the  site 
I for  the  seat  of  justice.  In  1826  John  Johnson, 
opened  the  first  store  in  the  place.  Absalom  Mad- 
i den  was  the  next  merchant,  and  about  the  year 
! 1S27  Abraham  Block  opened  a store.  In  1828 
Matthew  Gray  began  merchandising.  In  1830 
{ there  were  only  four  business  houses  in  the  town, 
i In  1831  Matt  Moss  and  Ephriam  Miriek  opened 
: a store  under  the  firm  name  of  Miriek  & Moss. 

The  town  grew  gradually,  and  was  for  many  years 
1 the  principal  place  in  Southwestern  Arkansas.  It 
I was  mostly  built  up  with  wooden  buildings,  and 
I had  reached  its  greatest  prosperity  when  the  Iron 
I Mountain  Railroad  was  completed  through  the 
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county  in  1873.  Failing  to  get  the  railroad,  its 
growth  was  then  checked,  and  on  July  4,  lSio.  its 
business  portion  was  mainly  burned  down.  It  was 
partially  rebuilt  with  cheaper  buildings  than  those 
that  were  burned.  On  February  22.  1883,  another 
lire  took  place,  which  consumed  all  excepting  three 
of  the  old  business  houses  not  consumed  in  1875. 
This  part  of  the  town  was  also  rebuilt  with  less  ex- 
pensive buildings.  Nearly  all  of  the  business 
houses  are  now  one-story  wooden  structures.  In 
the  way  of  business,  the  town  contains  6 general 
stores,  5 groceries,  2 drug  and  2 millinery  stores, 
2 hotels,  a meat  market,  a jewelry  shop,  an  under- 
taker’s store,  2 restaurants,  a livery  stable,  saw-mill, 
grist-mill,  2 saloons,  a printing  press  and  several 
mechanics’  shops.  It  also  contains  the  county 
buildings,  2 school-houses  and  several  churches — 
the  Methodist,  Baptist.  Presbyterian,  Cumberland 
Presbyterian,  Episcopal  and  Christian.  The  colored 
people  also  have  a Methodist  Episcopal,  Methodist 
Episcopal,  South,  Baptist  and  Christian  Church. 
There  is  also  a lodge  each  of  Odd  Fellows,  Free 
Masons  and  Knights  of  Honor.  The  colored 
people  have  several  lodges. 

W ashington  was  incorporated  January  S,  1849, 
and  re-incorporated  November  25,  1SS0.  Its  city 
officers  at  this  writing  are,  mayor,  W.  S.  Eakin; 
treasurer,  Daniel  G.  Hart;  recorder,  T.  J.  Williams, 
and  marshal,  W.  B.  Stuart.  There  are  live  aider- 
men. 

In  1839  William  Etter,  of  Pennsylvania,  came 
to  Washington  and  brought  with  him  a meager 

cT*  ro 

printing  press,  and  on  February  12,  1840,  he  is- 
sued the  first  number  of  the  Arkansas  Telegraph. 
There  were  then  only  live  post-offices  in  Hemp- 
stead County — large  as  it  was — and  Washington 
had  a population  of  about  400.  This  was  the  first 
paper  published  southwest  of  Little  Rock.  Its 
publication  was  continued  until  the  Civil  War 
period.  For  the  first  three  or  four  years  it  was 
independent,  thereafter  it  advocated  Whig  princi- 
ples. In  1840  the  only  place  of  public  worship 
in  Washington  was  at  the  Methodist  Church. 
The  Washington  Press,  now  published  at  Wash- 
ington, is  in  its  fourteenth  volume.  It  is  a five- 
column  quarto,  edited  and  published  by  W.  S. 
Eakin.  It  is  a Democratic  paper,  neatly  printed 
and  well  edited. 

Barker,  twelve  miles  northwest  of  Washington, 
contains  a post-office,  general  store,  grist-mill  and 
gin. 

Bingen,  eighteen  miles  north  by  a little  ^west 
of  Washington,  contains  a general  store,  drug 
store,  grocery,  printing  press  and  office,  grist' mill, 
cotton-gin  and  wool-carding  mill,  all  owned  bv 
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Dr.  J.  R.  Wolff.  [See  his  biography.  | The  vil - 
; lage  also  contains  a Methodist  and  a Baptist  Church 
and  the  Bingen  Academy.  It  was  founded  by  Dr. 
Wolff  in  1871.  The  Bingen  Social  Visitor  was 
established  by  Dr.  Wolff,  its  present  editor  and 
proprietor,  in  1884.  It  is  a very  neat  and  read- 
able live-column  quarto.  Bingen  is  a very  pleas- 
ant place,  and  is  surrounded  with  a fine  agricultural 
country,  and  a decidedly  moral  and  intelligent  class 
, of  people.  The  Bingen  Union  Academy.  J.  H. 

; Sledd,  A.  B. , principal,  is  located  at  this  place. 
The  school  year  of  1890-92  opened  September  8, 
1890.  The  second  term  begins  January  31.  1891. 
The  four  years’  academic  course  is  designed  to  tit 
all  who  complete  it  either  for  business  or  for 
speedy  graduation  in  some  college  or  university. 

; The  school  is  strictly  non- sectarian.  The  teachers 
are  members  of  different  religious  organizations, 
and  the  pupil  is  at  liberty  to  make  choice  for  him- 
self. No  influence  will  be  used  to  persuade  them 
to  join  any  denomination. 

Bingen  has  churches  of  three  denominations 
where  preaching  is  had  every  Sabbath.  Being 
| away  from  railroads,  it  is  free  from  the  many  temp- 
tations presented  to  the  young  in  such  places.  By 
special  act  of  the  Legislature  no  liquor  can  be  sold 
within  three  miles  of  the  town.  The  community 
is  celebrated  for  its  morality  and  healthful  ness. 

To  the  commodious  Academy  buildings  was 
added  during  the  summer  a sixty-foot  wing,  and  the 
latest  style  and  most  comfortable  furniture  have 
been  secured.  Ample  accommodations  are  made 
for  200  pupils. 

Columbus,  ten  miles  west  of  Washington,  con 
tains  a post-office,  five  general  stores,  a grist-mill 
and  cotton-gin,  a hotel,  blacksmith  shop,  a church 
and  school-house. 

De  Ann,  seven  miles  east  of  Washington,  con- 
sists of  a post-office,  two  stores,  a grist-mill  and 
gin,  two  churches  and  a school-house. 

Fay  (Dooley’s  Ferry),  a landing  on  Red  River, 
contains  a store  and  a ferry. 

Fulton,  situated  on  the  north  side  of  Red 
River  at  the  crossing  of  the  Iron  Mountain  Rail- 
road, is  the  oldest  town  in  Hempstead  County. 

In  an  article  published  in  the  Washington 
Press  of  January  23,  1886,  Samuel  H.  Williams,  the 
writer,  once  a citizen  of  Fulton,  but  recently  of 
Chicago,  speaks  as  follows:  "During  a recent 

visit  to  Fulton.  I found  that  of  the  buildings 
which  sheltered  its  hundred  or  two  inhabitants 
forty-two  years  ago.  not  a solitary  one  is  standing 
to-day.  All  have  either  succumbed  to  the  ravages 
of  time  or  been  undermined  and  swept  away  b\ 
the  treacherous  and  shifting  waters  of  Red  River. 
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And  of  all  the  men  who  lived  and  did  business 
there,  and  shook  with  the  ague  and  burned  with 
the  accompanying  fever,  so  far  as  my  knowledge 
extends,  not  one  is  alive  to-day.  This  remark  does 
not  apply  to  the  generation  of  young  people  grow- 
ing up  at  the  time,  for  of  those  I know  quite  a 
number  who  tarry  on  this  side  of  the  dark  river. 
In  1841  there  were  two  public  houses  of  enter- 
tainment in  Fulton,  ‘taverns,’,  they  were  called  in 
those  days.  A man  named  Ashby  kept  what  was 
known  as  the  Cross  Keys  Tavern,  with  a sign 
swung  out  upon  which  was  painted  two  large  keys, 
crossed.  In  that  year  Ashby  sold  out  to  Xinian 
j E.  Stuart  and  George  W.  Keller. 

■‘A  man  named  Terris  kept  the  Union  Tavern. 
The  merchants  were  Collins  A Swan,  Philip  J. 
Johnson,  P.  Halpin,  J.  G.  Reilly,  Etter  A Rogers, 
Paul  Cermenath  and  Johnson,  Shover  A Co.  Dr. 
Richard  P.  Williams  and  Dr.  Lawrence  were  the 
j physicians.  Pike  A Scallions  were  the  village 
; blacksmiths,  a man  named  Fitzgerald  was  the  car- 
i penter,  Frank  Rogers  kept  a saloon  and  bowling 
alley,  Isaac  Story  was  the  ferryman,  and  a whis- 
ky-guzzling Irishman  named  O'Conner,  whose 
face  resembled  a warty  apple,  and  who  used  to 
thresh  his  wife  aud  eat  rattlesnakes,  kept  a candy 
store  and  gin-mill.  John  Johnson  and  George  W. 
Shover  and  Henry  T.  Johnson  conducted  a large 
commission  and  forwarding  business,  as  did  aDo 
E.  Halpin.  Fulton  was  at  that  period  an  impor- 
tant shipping  point,  and  received  and  stored  goods 
destined  for  points  seventy- five  or  a hundred  miles 
distant,  and  shipped  annually  thousands  of  bales 
of  cotton.” 

At  this  writing  the  towm  contains  a railroad 
depot,  post-office,  5 general  stores,  4 groceries,  2 
drug  stores,  2 restaurants,  2 saloons,  a hotel,  meat 
market,  a grist-mill  and  cotton-gin,  2 saw  mills,  a 
church  and  a school- house,  and  a population  of 
about  500.  There  are  several  wells  in  this  town 
from  175  to  200  feet  in  depth. 

Guernsey,  a station  on  the  Iron  Mountain  Rail- 
way, five  miles  southwest  of  Hope,  contains  a post 
office,  general  store,  grist-mill  and  eptton-gin. 

The  town  of  Hope,  situated  on  the  St.  Louis. 
Iron  Mountain  & Southern  Railroad,  at  the  present 
i terminus  of  the  Arkansas  A Louisiana  Railroad. 
112  miles  southwest  of  Little  Rock,  thirty-three 
miles  from  the  Texas  line,  and  ten  miles  southeast 
of  Washington,  the  county  seat,  was  laid  out  in 
July,  1873,  by  Chief  Engineer  Morley,  of  the  Cairo 
I A Fulton  Railroad,  and  a sale  of  lots  was  had  jn 
August  following.  It  is  situated  on  the  south  end 
of  Prairie  De  Roan,  and  at  that  time  there  was  not 
a house  standing  within  the  radius  of  its  present 


corporate  limits.  The  embryo  city  was  named 
Hope,  in  honor  of  Miss  Hope  Loughborrough,  a 
daughter  of  Maj.  Loughborrough.  a director  of 
the  Cairo  A Fulton  Railroad.  The  town  was  iu- 
-corporated  as  a city  March  20,1875.  The  hist 
election  of  municipal  officers  was  held  May  14, 

! 1875,  which  resulted  as  follows:  Mayor,  P.  F.  Fin 
j ley;  recorder,  W.  P.  Powell;  aldermen,  E.  K. 
i Williamson,  W.  Y.  Foster,  A.  Anderson,  8.  H. 

‘ Bayless  and  Pat  Donnelly.  . The  present  city 
officers  are:  Mayor,  J.  P.  Hervey;  recorder,  S.  A. 

1 Knighton;  treasurer,  C.  D.  Payne,  and  marshal.  A. 
Kyle.  The  aldermen  are  W.  Y.  Foster,  J.  T. 
West,  F.  T.  Wright,  T.  C.  Black,  aud  W.  H. 
Brazell. 

Hope  has  been  a town  of  rapid  growth;  its 
! business  portion  is  nearly  all  built  up  with  one 
and  two-story  brick  buildings,  and  its  streets  are  of 
good  width.  The  business  of  the  town  embraces 
i 2 banks,  9 general  stores,  9 groceries,  4 drug  stores. 

! 3 jewelry  shops,  2 harness  stores,  2 furniture  and 
3 confectionery  stores.  3 saloons,  2 ice-houses.  2 
meat  markets,  3 printing  offices,  a tailor  shop, 
photo  gallery,  2 millinery  stores,  2 hotels,  3 restau- 
| rants,  2 livery  barns,  2 hardware  stores,  a brick 
yard,  barber,  boot  and  shoe,  blacksmith  and  other 
: shops,  planing-mills,  cotton  compress,  water  works. 

electric  light  plant,  and  other  industries.  The 
i town  also  contains  a two-story,  eight-room  school - 
' house,  for  the  white  children,  and  a good  house 
for  the  colored  children,  an  opera  house,  etc. 

: The  population  is  probably  about  1.500.  Of  the 
benevolent  societies  there  is  a lodge  each  of  Masons. 
Odd  Fellows,  Knights  of  Pythias,  Knights  of 
| Honor,  and  American  Legion  of  Honor.  The  Hope 
Gazette,  a seven-column  folio,  was  established 
in  1884  by  J.  H.  Betts,  who  published  it  for  a 
time  and  then  transferred  it  to  Claude  McCorkle. 
who  continued  it  until  January  1,  1890,  when  J. 
L.  Tullis,  its  present  editor  and  proprietor,  took 
charge.  It  is  all  printed  at  home,  is  a Demo- 
cratic paper,  ably7  edited.  The  Spirit  of  Hope,  a 
four-column  folio,  all  printed  at  home,  was  estab- 
lished early7  in  1890,  by  J.  51.  Butler,  its  present 
proprietor.  Though  small,  it  is  a sprightly  and 
readable  paper,  and  is  published  semi-weekly,  thus 
giving  as  much  reading  matter  as  papers  of  large 
1 size,  and  the  news  a little  fresher. 

Hope  has  a complete  system  of  water  works, 
which  carries  water  obtained  from  a well  of  the 
purest  water,  1,100  feet  deep,  to  every  portion  of 
the  town,  and  the  supply  is  exhaustless.  . The 
water  works  are  kept  up  by  taxation,  so  there  are 
no  water  rates  to  pay7.  The  streets  of  Hope  and 
most  of  the  business  houses  are  lighted  with  electric 
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lights  furnished  by  a dynamo  of  300  10-candle 
power  light  capacity,  owned  and  operated  by  the 
city.  When  boring  the  well  for  Hie  water  works, 
an  abundant  supply  of  good  water  was  obtained  at 
a depth  of  ISO  feet,  but  the  boring  was  continued 
to  1,100  feet  with  the  hope  of  getting  a flowing 
well.  The  water  stands  at  56  feet  from  the  sur- 
face. There  are  six  miles  of  main  pipes  for  sup 
plying  the  town. 

The  Hope  Lumber  Company’s  planing-mill 
is  said  to  be  the  largest  one  in  the  State.  It  is 
managed  by  Capt.  J.  T.  West,  the  president  and 
principal  owner,  and  is  equipped  with  the  most 
modern  and  perfect  machinery.  This  company 
was  organized  in  1883.  and  its  career  has  been  : 
profitable  though  it  has  suffered  much  loss.  In 
1888  the  company’s  buildings  and  their  contents 
were  destroyed  by  tire,  entailing  a loss  of  many 
thousands  of  dollars.  The  buildings  were  soon 
replaced  by  the  present  plant.  For  the  year  1889,  \ 
in  spite  of  sharp  competition  their  shipments  j 
amounted  to  12,009,454  feet  of  dressed  and  mann 
factored  lumber,  and  1,490,500  shingles.  The 
company’s  pay  roll  is  $2,500  per  month,  quite  an 
item  in  Hope’s  volume  of  circulating  medium. 

The  Hope  Foundry  began  operations  in  Oc- 
tober, 1889,  and  is  run  by  .Messrs.  J.  A.  and  C. 
R.  Cornish,  who  turn  out  excellent  work  and  do  a 
prosperous  business.  The  Hope  Cotton  Compress 
Company  was  organized  in  1889,  with  a capital 
stock  of  $50,00( >.  The  officers  are : Thomas  Royett, 
president;  T.  C.  Black,  vice  president,  and  J. 
Hanselwood.  secretary.  The  Compress  began 
operations  in  December  last  and  had  steam  up 
about  six  weeks  at  the  close  of  the  season,  press- 
ing 5,000  bales  of  cotton.  The  press  is  a 
Webb  steam  hydraulic  machine,  costing  835,000, 
equipped  with  every  modern  improvement,  and  of 
GOO  bales  per  day  capacity.  The  Wheelers  have 
erected  a large  and  convenient  brick  cotton  ware- 
house in  Hope.  The  manufacture  of  brick  is  ex- 
tensively carried  on  at  Hope  by  S.  W.  Brundridge, 
who  has  been  engaged  in  the  business  here  for 

o n 

thirteen  years.  In  1889  the  product  of  his  yard 
was  1,000,000  brick,  and  he  is  pressed  with  work 
to  till  his  orders. 

A local  branch  of  the  Arkansas  Building  A 
Loan  Association  has  been  organized  in  Hope,  with 
A.  A.  Gibson,  president;  S.  A.  Knighton,  secre- 
tary and  treasurer;  C.  A.  Bridewell,  attorney.  It 
will, materially  assist  in  building  up  the  city.  The 
Hope  Hotel  Company,  recently  organized  with  a 
capital  stock  of  850,000.  has  under"  construction  a 
magnificent,  hotel,  which  will  probably  be  com 
pleted  by  the  time  this  reaches  the  reader.  It  i 


will  contain  thirty-one  rooms,  large,  well  ventilated 
and  pleasant,  supplied  with  water,  electric  lights, 
and  other  modern  conveniencies.  The  lower  floor 
will  be  occupied  by  the  office,  dining  room,  etc., 
and  four  large  store  rooms.  It  is  centrally  located 
and  will  be  a great  convenience  in  Hope. 

The  Spring  Hill  Lumber  Company  began  busi- 
ness on  January  1,  1889,  with  E.  G.  Porterfield  as 
president,  and  Charles  T.  White  as  secretary  and 
treasurer.  They  have  an  office  and  lumber  yard 
in  Hope,  and  operate  two  saw-mills,  one  of  which 
is  five  miles  and  the  other  seven  miles  southwest 
of  the  city,  with  a combined  capacity  of  40.000  feet 
per  day.  At  Spring  Hill  they  operate  a plane)-, 
for  the  dressing  of  lumber. 

The  Southwest  Arkansas  Fair  Association  was 
organized  in  Hope,  with  a capital  stock  of  825,000, 
and  held  its  first  exhibition  in  t lie  fall  of  1 S 8^ . 
The  grounds  consist  of  forty  acres,  enclosed  in  the 
southern  part  of  the  city,  and  are  fitted  up  with 
suitable  buildings,  sheds  and  stables,  and  a half- 
mile  race  track.  Its  exhibitions  have  been  a suc- 
cess, and  bid  fair  to  so  continue. 

The  Hope  Female  Institute  was  chartered  in 
June,  1888.  by  a local  stock  company.  The  insti- 
tute is  in  charge  of  Prof.  Charles  McKee,  assisted 
by  a competent,  corps  of  teachers.  The  building  is 
a handsome,  two-story  structure,  especially  de- 
signed for  educational  purposes,  and  one  of  the 
handsomest  in  the  State,  and  is  equipped  with  the 
best  of  school  furniture  and  apparatus.  Its  campus, 
located  on  the  confines  of  the  town,  contains  five 
acres,  and  is  very  attractive.  The  institute  is  un- 
denominational, but  distinctively  and  positively 
Christian  in  its  influence,  discipline  and  instruc- 
tion. The  total  enrollment  for  the  school  year  of 
1889  and  1890  was  100  pupils. 

Hope  has  nine  church  organizations,  all  of 
which  are  provided  with  comfortable  houses  of 
worship.  The  denominations  are  Presbyterian, 
Cumberland  Presbyterian,  Methodist  Episcopal. 
South,  Episcopal,  Christian,  Catholic,  Baptist,  Col- 
j ored  Methodist  and  Colored  Baptist.  The  Presby- 
i terians  built  t^ieir  church  in  1874,  on  a lot  donated 
! by  the  railroad  company.  It  was  presented  with 
j a library,  by  Miss  Hope  Lougbborrougli.  The 
Methodist  Church  was  organized  at  Hope,  in  1874. 
and  the  edifice  was  built  soon  thereafter.  The 
Christian  Church  was  organized  in  Hope,  in  1882. 
Siloam  Baptist  Church  was  moved  to  this  place, 
and  became  Hope  Baptist  Church  in  1870.  Then- 
present  edifice  was  built  in  1885.  The  Catholic 
church  edifice  was  erected  by  one  big-hearted. 
Irisli- American  citizen,  Pat  Donnelly,  at  his  own 
expense,  on  ground  donated  by  lnm  for  the  pur- 
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pose.  The  Cumberland  Presbyterian  Church  at 
Hope  was  organized  -June  28,  1874.  with  thirteen 
members.  St.  Mark’s  Episcopal  Church  at  Hope 
was  organized  September  7,  1880,  and  a church 
house  was  built  soon  after.  . . 

Ozan,  situated  on  the  Arkansas  &,  Louisiana 
Railroad,  six  miles  northwest  of  Washington,  con- 
tains a post-office,  railroad  depot,  5 general  stores, 
2 general  stores  with  drugs,  a hotel,  grocery,  grist- 
mill and  gin,  a school  house,  2 churches — Method- 
ist and  Baptist — and  a population  of  from  200  to 
300. 

Sardis,  situated  fourteen  miles  south  of  Hope, 
contains  2 general  stores,  a post-office,  grist-mill 
and  gin,  a school-house  and  Baptist  Church. 

Spring  Hill,  once  a place  of  much  importance, 
is  situated  about  seven  miles  southwest  of  Hope, 
and  contains  a planing- mill,  a store,  a Methodist 
Church,  and  is  noted  for  its  fine  spring  of  water. 

Shover’s  Spring,  five  miles  southeast  of  Hope, 
noted  for  its  mineral  springs  and  its  tine  pleasure 
grounds,  contains  a store,  Baptist  Church  and 
school -house. 

Wallaceburg.  twelve  miles  northeast  of  Wash- 
ington, contains  a post-office,  3 stores  and  a grist- 
mill and  gin. 

A few  subscription  schools  were  taught  in 
Hempstead  County  before  the  free-school  system 
was  inaugurated,  but  not  much  attention  was  given 
to  education  in  the  earlv  davs.  Among  the  earlv 
teachers  Rev.  Aaron  Williams,  father  of  Judge 
Samuel  Williams,  of  Little  Rock,  is  said  to  have 
wielded  the  birch  in  Washington.  The  followin''- 
statistics,  taken  from  the  last  published  report  of 
the  State  superintendent  of  public  instruction,  it  be- 
ing for  the  school  year  ending  June  30,  1888,  will 
serve  to  show  the  workings  of  the  free-school  sys- 
tem at  that  time.  The  next  report  when  published 
will  undoubtedly  present  some  improvement: 

Scholastic  population — White,  males  2.220.  fe- 
males, 1,999,  total  4,219;  colored,  males  2.  107,  fe- 
males 2,181,  total  4,348.  Number  of  pupils  taught 
in  the  public  schools  — M hite.  males  1,623.  females 
1,444,  total  3,007;  colored,  males  1.112.  females 
1,158,  total  2.270.  Number  of  school  districts. 
69.  Number  of  teachers  employed  — Males  96. 
females  27.  total  123.  Average  monthly  salaries 
paid  teachers  — first  grade,  males  850.  females 
840;  second  grade,  males  840.  females  $32.50; 
third  grade,  males  $35,  females  $27.50.  Revenue 
raised  for  the  support  of  common  schools: 


On  hand  July  1,  1887 $ 9.042  01 

Common  school  fund 7.224  -JO 

District  tax 11.402  10 

Poll  tax 3,500  75 


Sale  or  lease  of  sixteenth  sections 1,099  41 

Other  sources 558  90 

Total $32,827  43 

Revenue  expended  for  the  support  of  the  com- 
mou  schools: 

Teachers’  salaries $17,415  94 

Building  and  repairing 080  00 

Purchasing  apparatus 230  40 

Treasurer's  commission.  . . 571  72 

Other  purposes 040  00 

Total $19,544  00 

Total  unexpended $ 9,042  01 

The  total  amount  expended  and  unexpended 
does  not  equal  the  total  amount  collected,  but  the 
figures  are  here  given  as  shown  in  the  report.  By 
reference  to  the  foregoing,  it  appears  that  of  the 
white  scholastic  population,  in  round  numbers, 
seventy-two  per  cent  attended  the  public  schools, 
while  of  the  colored  scholastic  population,  only 
fifty-two  per  cent  were  in  attendance.  It  will  also 
Ire  noticed  that  the  colored  scholastic  population 
exceeded  that  of  the  white. 

The  Hope  Female  Institute  and  Bingen  Union 
Academy  have  been  mentioned  in  connection  with 
their  places  of  location. 

Among  the  pioneer  preachers  of  Hempstead 

County  were  Revs.  John  Henry, Whitesides. 

Miller,  Colby  and  others  previously  mentioned  as 
early  settlers.  Before  Washington  was  thought  of 
or  any  houses  of  worship  were  erected,  the  pioneer 
Christian  workers  established  a “camp-meeting 
ground,”  at  what  afterward  became  the  "town 
spring,”  at  Washington.  All  denominations  met 
here  in  the  leafy  grove  to  worship  God.  One  of 
the  active  workers  at  this  camp  meeting  was  Par- 
son Miller,  an  eccentric,  peculiar  and  apparently 
devout  Christian,  though  suspected  by  some  to 
be  troubled  with  insanity.  On  one  occasion  when 
a number  of  persons  were  at  the  “mourners’ 
bench,”  he  became  so  excited  in  his  remarks  to 
them,  that  he  sprang  from  the  pulpit,  alighted 
among  them  on  his  knees  and  prayed  most  fervent- 
ly. Suddenly  he  sprang  to  his  feet  and  ran  into 
the  woods.  Knowing  his  peculiarities,  another 
minister  apologized  for  Brother  Miller,  and  went 
on  with  the  meeting.  No  immediate  search  was 
made  for  Miller,  as  it  was  supposed  that  after 
“ cooling  off  ” he  would  return.  Finally  search  was 
made,  but  he  was  never  found  nor  heard  of.  Some 
five  or  six  years  thereafter  a skeleton  was  found 
about  six  miles  west  of  Washington,  which  from 
its  size  was  supposed  to  be  the  remains  of  the  lost 
preacher.  It  was  also  supposed  that  Miller,  be 
iug  in  a lit  of  insanity  when  he  ran  away  from  the 
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meeting,  lost  his  way,  and  becoming  fatigued,  lay 
down  and  died  in  the  woods. 

Another  of  the  early  ministers  at  this  camp- 
meeting was  very  abusive,  and  tried  to  scold 
people  into  the  heavenly  paths.  Tiring  of  this 
kind  of  preaching,  some  of  his  hearers  pelted  him 
with  rotten  eggs  one  night,  on  his  way  home,  and 
spoiled  his  dress  suit.  The  next  day  he  scolded 
more  than  ever,  but  having  had  their  revenge.  Lis 
persecutors  heard  him  afterward  without  further 
molestation.  Notwithstanding  these  incidents, 
much  good  was  accomplished  at  those  primeval 
camp-meetings.  Since  the  people  have  been  sup- 
plied in  all  the  settled  portions  of  the  county  with 
convenient  houses  of  worship,  camp-meetings  have 
not  been  regularly  maintained.  The  Methodists 
and  Baptists  were  the  pioneer  Christian  workers  in 
the  county.  Other  denominations  have  followed, 
so  that  at  this  writing  (1890)  the  denominations 
that  have  organizations  and  houses  of  worship 
within  the  county,  are  the  Methodist  Episcopal. 
South;  Baptist.  Presbyterian,  Cumberland  Pres- 
byterian, Christian,  Episcopal  and  Roman  Cath- 
olic. The  location  of  many  churches  has  been 
given  in  connection  with  the  towns  and  villages 

e>  o . 

where  located.  There  are  some  churches  also  in 
the  country.  The  county  is  exceedingly  well 
supplied  with  religious  organizations  and  edifices. 
Most  of  the  denominations  have  regular  Sunday- 
schools  for  the  benefit  of  the  rising  generation. 

The  capitalist  or  poor  man  can  find  a good 
opening  in  Hempstead  County,  among  as  good 
people  as  the  country  affords  anywhere.  There 
are  thousands  of  acres  of  fertile  lands  in  their  na- 
tive State  awaiting  the  development  of  the  hus- 
bandman. The  people  of  the  county,  though  in- 
tensely Southern,  loving  their  climate  and  the 
home  of  their  adoption  and  nativity,  are  liberal  in 
their  views,  and  welcome  the  industrious  ami  hon- 
est immigrant,  without  regard  to  his  politics,  re- 
ligious views  or  the  place  from  whence  he  came. * 


William  Adams  is  one  of  the  prosperous 
planters  of  Noland  Township,  and  owes  his  na- 
tivity to  Washington  County.  Ga.,  where  he  was 
born  on  July  17,  1825,  a son  of  Harmon  and  Fan- 
nie (Hodges)  Adams.  The  father  was  born  in 
North  Carolina,  in  1800,  and  reared  on  a farm  in 
that  State.  After  reaching  years  of  discretion, 
he  chose  that  occupation  as  his  calling  in  life,  and 

♦The  publishers  of  the  history  of  Hempstead  County  hereby  re- 
turn thanks  for  kind  and  valuable  assistauee  rendered  by  the  county 
oliieers  and  other  individuals,  ami  to  the  , minty  press,  espeeialivtiu* 
Hope  (la/i'tt whose  editor  so  kindly  furnished  the  tope  •; an!i --a! 
description,  etc. 


followed  it  with  marked  success  until  his  death. 

I He  was  married  in  Washington  County,  Ga..  in 
1823,  to  Miss  Fannie  Hodges,  a native  of  Georgia, 

; born  in  1790,  and  their  marriage  was  blessed  with 
two  children,  the  subject  of  this  sketch  being  the 
elder,  and  Lizzie.  The  father  was  a soldier  in 
the  Indian  War.  He  passed  from  life  in  1873,  in 
full  communion  with  the  Baptist  Church.  His 
; wife  died  in  Georgia  in  1844.  The  marriage  of 
our  subject  occurred  in  Pike  County,  Ark.,  in 
| 1846,  to  Miss  Mary  A.  Smith,  daughter  of  Samuel 
M.  and  Elizabeth  (McClure)  Smith,  and  they  be- 
came the  parents  of  ten  children — five  sons  and 
five  daughters — nine  of  whom'  survive.  They  are 
j John  S. , William  H. , Thomas  J. , James  H. , 

! Robert  T.,  Sarah  E.  (the  wife  of  Samuel  Gee,  a 
prosperous  merchant  at  Prescott),  Margaret  J. 
(wife  of  James  Purtle,  a well-to-do  farmer  of  this 
| county),  Mary  F.  (wife  of  William  Cannon,  a suc- 
I cessful  farmer,  also  of  this  county),  and  Lucrine. 
j When  the  late  war  was  at  its  height,  Mr.  Adams 
enlisted  (in  1803)  in  Company  C,  Nineteenth  In- 
fantry, and  served  his  cause  faithfully  until  the 
close  of  the  war,  when  he  returned  to  his  home 
| and  resumed  his  farming  operations,  in  which  he 
i has  since  successfully  continued.  He  owns  a 
S valuable  farm  of  440  acres  of  good  farming  land, 
j well  improved  and  under  an  excellent  state  of  cult- 
j ivation,  and  raises  cotton  and  corn  principally. 

He  believes  in  the  doctrines  of  the  Baptist  Church. 

! of  which  denomination  he  is  an  honored  member. 

William  Thomas  Anderson,  one  of  the  most 
; extensive  planters  of  Hempstead  County,  was  born 
in  this  county  on  December  21,  1843,  the  son  of 
Isaac  and  Mary  (Tarpley)  Anderson,  natives  of 
I Missouri  and  Virginia,  respectively,  and  both  of 
whom  died  in  Hempstead  County,  the  former  in 
1877,  in  his  sixty-second  year,  and  the  latter  in 
1853,  while  still  comparatively  young.  Isaac  An- 
i derson  located  in  Hempstead  County  in  1825, 
i when  Washington  consisted  of  but  one  log  store 
| room,  in  which  provisions  and  whisky  were  dis- 
pensed to  the  public.  He  located  in  Washington, 

| and  opened  up  a farm  adjoining  the  town,  on  which 
ho  lived  until  his  death.  He  was  twice  married, 
first,  to  the  mother  of  our  subject,  and  after  her 
death  he  wedded  Mrs.  Mary  Morgan,  who  survives 
; him  and  makes  her  home  in  this  county.  There 
were  five  children  born  to  his  first  marriage,  our 
subject  being  the  second  in  order  of  birth,  three  of 
whom  are  still  living;  the  last  marriage  resulted  in 
the  birth  of  four  children,  but  two  of  whom  are 
now  living.  The  subject  of  this  sketch  lias  spent, 
ail  his  life  iu  Arkansas  (with  the  exception  of  four 
vears  spent  in  Texas,  from  ISM  to  1888).  and  is 
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now  one  of  the  most  extensive  planters  in  this 
township,  being  half  owner  of  900  acres  of  as  good 
land  as  can  be  found  in  this  county,  Judge  Con- 
way, of  Washington,  being  his  partner.  His 
marriage  to  Miss  Martha  A.  Sandlin,  daughter  of 
Horatio- Sandlin,  of  this  county,  was  consummated 
on  December  20.  1865,  and  to  this  union  have 
been  born  six  children,  viz.:  Edward  G. , Lelian 
G.,  Annie  Maud,  Thomas  and  Adele,  liviug  at 
home,  and  Ella,  who  died  in  her  second  year. 
Mr.  Anderson  enlisted  in  the  Confederate  cause  in 
November,  1801,  joining  the  Seventeenth  Arkan- 
sas Regiment  of  Infantry,  in  which  he  served  un- 
til the  close  of  the  war.  and  during  his  service  he 
participated  in  a great  many  battles  and  skirmishes, 
among  the  principal  of  which  may  be  mentioned 
Elkhorn,  Corinth,  Miss.,  in  the  spring  of  1802, 
luka  and  Port  Hudson.  After  this  latter  battle  he 
was  mounted  and  with  Gen.  Forrest’s  cavalry.  He 
passed  through  a long  term  of  service  very  credit- 
ably, and  at  the  close  of  the  war  returned  to  his 
home  and  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits  on  a 
farm  near  Washington,  in  which  he  has  ever  since 
successfully  continued.  He  is  a Democrat  in  his 
political  views,  and  is  one  of  the  most  enterprising 
citizens  of  this  county.  - 

Henry  G.  Austin,  saw-mill  man,  Hempstead 
County.  Although  Mr.  Austin  was  born  in  Louis- 
iana, he  recollects  very  little  about  his  native 
State,  as  his  parents  moved  from  that  State  to 
Arkansas  when  he  was  but  four  years  of  age.  and 
he  has  ever  since  been  a resident  of  this  region. 
His  father,  William  Austin,  was  born  in  Louisiana, 
in  1830,  and  there  grew  to  manhood,  subsequently 
marrying  (in  1853)  Miss  Eliza  A.  Lee,  also  a na- 
tive of  Louisiana,  born  in  1837.  The  subject  of 
this  sketch  is  their  only  child,  and  he  was  born  on 
November  3.  1855.  The  father  received  his  tinal 
summons  in  1803,  but  his  widow  still  survives,  and 
makes  her  home  with  her  son.  She  is  a member 
of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  South,  as  was 
her  husband.  The  immediate  subject  of  this 
sketch  was  united  in  marriage  in  187b  to  Miss 
Mattie  A.  Urrey  (daughter  of  Andrew  J.  and 
Mary  (Chandler  i Urrey ),  who  was  born  in  Lafayette 
County,  Ark. , in  1855,  and  six  children  have  been 
given  to  them,  two  of  whom  have  since  died,  viz. : 
William  A.,  Rosa  M. , Maud  and  Gertrude;  Asa 
F.  and  James  are  deceased.  Mr.  Austin  erected 
his  large  saw-mill  in  1887,  fitted  it  with  all  mod- 
ern equipments,  and  now  runs  it  at  its  full  capac- 
ity, 12,000  feet  per  day. 

William  H.  Baird,  another  prominent  tiller  of 
the  soil  in  Hempstead  County,  Ark. , is  a native  of 
this  county,  born  on  June  27.  1829,  a son  of  John 


and  Sarah  (Adams)  Baird.  The  father  was  born 
in  South  Carolina  on  March  29,  1788,  and  was 
reared  to  farm  life  in  his  native  State.  In  starting 
out  on  his  own  responsibility,  he  selected  farming 
as  his  occupation,  and  followed  that  calling  all  his 
life.  He  was  married  to  Sarah  Adams  in  Georgia, 

' March  11,  1819,  and  their  wedded  life  was  blessed 
by  seven  children— -five  sons  and  two  daughters— 
three  of  whom — two  sons  and  one  daughter — sur- 
vive, viz.:  Albert  C.,  Cynthia  J.  (widow  of  Har- 

vey McClinton)  and  William  H.  (our  subject).  The 
father  emigrated  from  Georgia  to  Missouri  in 
1819;  thence  to  Arkansas,  in  1820,  locating  in 
what  is  now  Hempstead  County.  Here  he  took  up 
wild,  uncultivated  land,  on  which  he  erected  a 
primitive  log-cabin,  made  entirely  of  logs,  and  cov- 
ered With  clapboards  put  on  with  wooden  pegs. 
This  farm  he  commenced  to  clear,  and  had  it  well 
| improved  at  the  time  of  his  death,  in  1835.  He 
was  quite  prominent  in  the  affairs  of  the  county, 
and  served  as  justice  of  the  peace  for  a number  of 
years.  He  was  a member  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church,  as  was  his  wife,  who  received  her  final 
summons  on  October  12,  18(35.  William  Baird 
(our  subject)  was  reared  to  maturity  in  his  native 
county.  On  December  22,  1851,  he  was  united  in 
wedlock  to  Miss  Mary  B.  Arnold,  born  in  Alabama, 
May  II,  1 825,  and  the  daughter  of  William  B.  and 
Lucinda  P.  (Powell)  Arnold,  and  their  wedded  life 
resulted  in  the  birth  of  six  children — only  four  of 
whom  survive:  Elmore  B.,  James  W.,  Thomas 

II.  and  Albert  E.  On  June  17,  1888,  the  wife,  who 
was  a member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
South,  and  an  estimable  Christian  woman,  passed 
away.  The  marriage  of  Mr.  Baird  to  his  second 
wife,  nee  Miss  Ninette  Gratiot,  was  consummated 
in  1890.  She  was  born  in  Hempstead  County, 
Ark.,  on  December  10,  1801.  and  was  a daughter 
of  John  R.  and  Amanda  (Wheat)  Gratiot,  the 
former  of  whom  was  a native  of  Missouri,  born  in 
1821,  and  the  latter  of  Hempstead  County,  born 
in  1829.  They  were  married  in  1849.  and  were 
the  parents-  of  four  children,  two  of  whom  are  still 
living,  viz.:  Alexander  M.,  and  Ninette  (our  sub- 
ject's wife).  Her  parents  still  live  in  Hempstead 
County.  The  mother  is  a member  of  the  Presby- 
terian Church.  Mr.  Baird  owns  a fine  farm  of  200 
acres  of  excellent  laud,  all  of  which  is  well  im- 
proved. and  under  a high  state  of  cultivation.  The 
principal  crops  raised  on  this  farm  are  cotton  and 
corn.  Mrs.  Baird  is  a member  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church.  South. 

Capt.  Albert  C.  Baird  is  a planter  and. a mem- 
ber of  the  firm  of  Baird  A Carrutli,  general  mer 
chants  and  brokers  of  Washington,  Ark.  He  is  a 


- 

■ 

. 


' 

. 

■ 


■ 

. 


390 


HISTORY  OF  ARKANSAS. 


native  of  this  county,  born  in  1834  to  John  and 
Sarah  (Adams)  Baird,  who  were  born  in  South 
Carolina  in  1788  and  1802.  and  died  in  183d  and 
1S65,  respectively.  They  were  married  in  South 
Carolina  in  1819,  and  at  once  removed  to  Missouri, 
i and  the  following  year  to  Hempstead  County,  Ark. . 
settling  on  a woodland  farm  now  owned  by  the  sub- 
ject of  this  sketch,  the  country  at  that  time  being 
very  sparsely  settled.  Mr.  Baird  was  one  of  the 
leaders  in  settling  up  the  country,  tilled  the  posi- 
tion of  justice  of  the  peace  for  nine  years,  and  he 
and  wife  were  members  of  the  Cumberland  Presby- 
i terian  Church.  Albert  C.  Baird  was  the  youngest 
of  seven  children,  two  sons  and  one  daughter  now 
living,  and  until  he  was  fifteen  years  of  age  he 
made  his  home  on  a farm,  attending  the  common 
schools.  He  then  began  clerking,  a calling  he 
followed  until  1868,  with  the  exception  of  three 
years  during  the  war.  In  1862  he  joined  Com- 
pany A,  Twentieth  Arkansas  Infantry,  as  second 
j lieutenant,  and  at  the  reorganization  of  the  army 
; he  was  made  commissary  of  the  regiment  and 
afterward  commissary  of  the  brigade,  a position 
he  held  until  the  close  of  the  war.  Until  the  fall 
of  Vicksburg  he  was  on  duty  east  of  the  Mississippi 
River,  but  was  then  transferred  to  the  west  side,  and 
operated  in  Arkansas  and  Texas.  He  surrendered 
at  Marshall.  Tex.,  in  1865,  returned  home  and 
resumed  his  position  in  a store.  In  1868  he  and 
IV.  H.  Carruth  became  associated  in  the  mercantile 
business,  and  now  constitute  the  oldest  and  one  of 
the  most  substantial  firms  in  the  town.  Capt. 
Baird  was  married  in  1872  to  Cornelia  A. , a daugh- 
ter of  Joseph  and  Margaret  Atkins,  and  by  her  had 
j three  children,  two  now  living.  Her  parents  were 
born  in  South  Carolina,  but  died  in  Georgia,  the 
father  a short  time  after  the  close  of  the  war  and 
the  mother  in  1886.  Mrs.  Baird  was  born,  reared 
and  married  in  Henry  County.  Ga.  A few  years 
since  Air.  Baird,  on  account  of  failing  health,  was 
compelled  to  abandon  active  duty  in  the  store,  and 
I since  that  time  he  has  devoted  his  attention  to  his 
farm  of  1,200  acres,  all  of  which  he  has  himself 
earned  since  the  war.  Air.  Baird  has  few  equals 
as  a man  and  citizen,  and  his  name  is  always 
found  at  the  head  of  subscription  lists  for  worthy 
enterprises.  He  is  a Democrat,  a member  of  Alt. 
Horeb  Lodge  No.  4.  and  the  I.  O.  O.  F..  Organ 
Lodge  No.  10,  of  Washington.  He  belongs  to  the 
Cumberland  Presbyterian  Church,  and  his  wife  to 
j the  Christian  Church. 

AI.  AI.  Baxter  is  a son  of  Nathan  Baxter,  who 
i . was  born  in  Georgia,  November  15,  1802,  a farmer 
and  miller  by  occupation,  and  ho  was  also  born 
there,  his  birth  occurring  on  Alarch  15,  1834.  Hi.-, 


native  State  continued  to  be  his  home  until  1864. 
at  which  time  he  removed  to  Indiana,  but  in  I860 
i came  to  his  present  location  in  Arkansas.  He  start- 
ed out  to  tight  his  own  way  in  the  world  at  the  age 
of  eighteen  years,  in  Pauline  County,  Ga. , and  for 
i many  years  has  had  the  reputation  of  being  an  ex- 
ceptionally fine  cabinet-maker  and  millwright, 
j He  has  owned  his  present  farm  of  290  acres  since 
1874,  and  as  a tiller  of  the  soil  holds  a prominent 
j place  among  the  agriculturists  of  this  section. 

I His  land  averages  one  bale  of  cotton  to  every  three 
i acres,  but,  he  has  frequently  raised  one  bale  to  the 
! acre.  The  average  yield  of  corn  is  twenty  bushels 
to  the  acre,  but  forty  bushels  are  often  raised,  and 
he  also  has  abundant  harvests  of  the  smaller  grains. 
He  was  married  on  January  6,  1S56,  to  a daughter 
of  AVilliam  AVatson,  of  Georgia,  who  is  now  en- 
i gaged  in  farming  in  Arkansas,  having  come  to  this 
! State  in  1868.  Air.  Baxter  and  his  wife  are  the 
parents  of  the  following  children:  Wesley  H. , 

; Emily  Elizabeth  (wife  of  Cornelius  Brown),  John 
| Alarion,  Eliza  Dora  (wife  of  AVilliam  Asbury), 
Alartha  Ellen  (wife  of  W.  A.  Alauldin),  Alary  Alis- 
| souri,  Alillie  L.  (deceased),  Alargaret  Alice  (wife  of 
f AVilliam  H.  Turner),  Robert  Lee,  Delana  Adaline, 
Emma  Ada,  Sanford  Richard,  Thomas  Jackson  and 
William  Alitchell.  Air.  Baxter  is  a Democrat,  and 
he  and  wife  are  members  of  the  Alissionary  Baptist 
| Church.  His  paternal  grandfather  was  born  in 
North  Carolina,  an  Englishman  by  descent,  his 
father  having  been  born  in  that  country,  and  come 
j to  America  with  Sir  AA'alter  Raleigh. 

AVilliam  J.  Beaty  is  numbered  among  the 
younger  of  the  successful  and  rising  agriculturists 
1 of  this  county,  and  none  will  have  a brighter  future 
| than  he,  or  will  make  better  use  of  their  advan- 
tages. The  citizens  of  Hempstead  County  are 
proud  to  claim  him  as  one  of  its  sons,  for  he 
I was  born  here  August  1,  1860.  His  father.  Lem- 
uel Beaty,  was  also  a native  of  Hempstead  County. 

: born  in  1836,  and  carried  on  farming  operations 
with  marked  success  in  this  county  considering  that 
' he  was  blind  all  his  life,  having  lost  his  eyesight 
when  four  weeks  old.  He  was  first  married  in 
Hempstead  County,  in  1856.  to  Aliss  Sarah  A. 
Pridgeon,  a native  of  Alabama,  born  in  1831,  by 
whom  he  had  a family  of  four  children — two  sons 
' and  two  daughters — only  three  of  whom  are  now 
living,  namely, AVilliam  J.  (our  subject),  Erastus  B. 
and  Alice  AY.  (wife  of  William  J.  Ray,  a farmer  of 
Hempstead  County  . Airs.  Beaty  died  in  1864.  a 
faithful  Christian,  and  Air.  Beaty  remained  a wid- 
ower until  1867,  when  he  married  his  second  wife, 
whose  maiden  name  was  Aliss  Alary  A.  Holden. 

; There  were  born  to  this  last  union  nine  childreu — - 
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three  sons  and  six  daughters — only  seven  of  whom 
are  now  living.  The  survivors  are  Josiah  A., Lem- 
uel E.,  Wilson  E.,  Mary  I.,  Ellen  E.,  Rosa  L. 
and  Callie.  The  father  was  a religious  man.  and 
i departed  this  life  willingly,  passing  to  his  tinal 
home  on  January  23.  1889.  His  son,  William  J. , 
now  grown  to  manhood's  estate,  is  one  of  the  lead- 
ing farmers  of  this  section,  and  stands  high  in  the 
community  in  which  he  has  passed  his  life.  He  is 
a Democrat,  politically,  and  contributes  so  far  as 
able  to  all  worthy  public  enterprises.  He  owns  a 
tine  farm  of  240  acres  of  good  tillable  land,  and 
j 100  acres  of  this  he  cultivates,  raising  mostly  cot- 
ton and  corn. 

William  O.  Beene.  Of  the  many  substantial 
agriculturists  of  Wallaceburg  Township,  none  are 
more  worthy  of  prominent  mention  than  he  whose 
name  heads  this  sketch,  for  ever  since  first  coming 
to  this  county  he  has  been  actively  interested  in 
every  move  to  promote  the  welfare  of  the  comrnu 
nity  at  large.  He  has  been  quite  successful  too. 
j and  as  a reward  for  his  labors  has  a tine  farm  of 
I 100  acres  of  land,  all  well  improved,  and  a half 
interest  in  a steam  cotton-gin.  grist  and  saw-mill 
combined.  The  principal  products  of  his  farm  are 
cotton  and  corn.  Mr.  Beene  is  a Mississippian  by 
birth,  and  opened  his  eyes  to  the  light  of  this 
world  on  April  7,  1S55.  His  father,  Lemuel  D. 
Beene,  was  born  in  Alabama  in  1S20.  and  was  mar- 
ried in  Mississippi,  in  1849,  to  Miss  Lucv  E. 
Har  ris,  a native  of  Tennessee,  born  in  1830,  and 
they  became  the  parents  of  eleven  children — nine 
sons  and  two  daughters — live  of  whom  survive,  the 
subject  of  this  sketch  being  the  eldest.  Those 
living  are  William  O..  Jacob  A..  Henry  L..  Ed- 
ward C.,  and  Mary  M.  (wife  of  E.  T.  Wells,  a 
farmer  and  merchant,  doing  business  at  Wallace- 
burg, this  county).  The  mother  belongs  to  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  South.  The  father 
.was  born  and  reared  on  a farm,  and  having  ac- 
quired a liking  for  that  occupation  adopted  it  as 
his  calling,  in  which  he  has  continued  with  great 
success  all  his  life.  He  is  a member  of  the  Ma- 
sonic fraternity.  Mr.  Beene,  the  subject  of  this 
sketch,  came  to  Arkansas  with  his  parents  in  1855, 
and  in  1870  he  was  married  in  this  county  to  Miss 
Emma  T.  Williamson,  a native  of  Hempstead 
County,  born  on  December  9.  1852,  who  died  in 
, 1882,  after  having  given  birth  to  three  children, 

but  two  of  whom  are  now  living:  Lizzie  and 

Charles  E She  belonged  to  the  Methodist  Epis 
copal  Church.  Mr.  Beene  remained  a widower 
until  March  1.  1 880.  when  he  married  Miss  Laura 
E.  Dunn,  daughter  of  Carlton  M.  'and  Emma 
(Merither)  Dunn,  born  in  Greene  County,  Ala.,  on  1 


December  20,  1800,  and  they  are  now  the  proud 
parents  of  one  child — a son — Robert  W.  Air. 
Beene  believes  in  the  doctrines  expounded  by  the 
Christian  Church,  and  Airs.  Beene,  though  for- 
merly connected  with  the  Baptists,  now  belongs  to 
the  Christian  Church. 

Capt.  Stephen  E.  Benson  is  successfully  en- 
gaged. in  managing  his  farm,  which  comprises  300 
acres  of  land,  100  of  which  are  under  cultivation, 
splendidly  improved  with  good  buildings  of  all 
descriptions,  situated  four  miles  northeast  of 
Washington.  The  Captain  was  born  in  Alamance 
County,  N.  C.\  in  December,  1839,  his  parents, 
Stephen  and  Sarah  (Fonveal)  Benson,  being  born 
in  Orange  and  Lakeside  Counties,  respectively. 
They  were  married  in  the  former  county,  and  there 
Airs.  Benson  died,  when  the  subject  of  this  sketch 
was  four  years  of  age.  Air.  Benson  next  married 
a Aliss  Pickett,  and  in  1841  came  to  Dallas  County. 
Ark.,  with  his  family,  and  here  closed  his  eyes  in 
the  last  sleep  in  1883,  at  the  age  of  seventy- two 
years.  His  widow  has  since  died,  and  both  were 
members  of  many  years’  standing  of  the  Alissionary 
Baptist  Church.  Air.  Benson  was  a well-to-do 
farmer,  and  for  a number  of  years  tilled  the  posi- 
tion of  justice  of  the  peace.  His  father,  Frederick 
Benson,  was  born,  reared  and  married  in  France, 
but  soon  after  the  celebration  of  the  latter  event  he 
came  to  the  United  States  and  settled  in  Orange 
County,  N.  C.,  where  he  died  before  the  subject  of 
this  sketch  was  born.  He  was  a farmer,  and  came 
to  this  country  as  a soldier  under  Gen.  La  Fayette, 
assisting  in  the  Revolutionary  War.  After  the 
war  he  returned  to  his  native  land.  but.  as  above 
stated,  came  to  America  after  his  marriage,  and 
later  took  part  in  the  War  of  1812.  Alexander 
Fonveal,  the  maternal  grandfather,  was  also  from 
France,  and  like  Air.  Benson,  first  came  to  this 
country  with  La  Fayette,  taking  part  in  the  Revo- 
lutionary War,  after  which  he  returned  to  France, 
was  married,  and  again  came  to  the  United  States. 
He  lived  and  died  a farmer  of  Orange  County,  X. 
C.,  a minister  of  the  Freewill  Baptist  Church. 
The  subject  of  this  sketch  is  the  third  of  four  chil- 
dren, and  is  the  only  one  now  living,  but  has  a half 
brother  and  sister  living  near  him.  He  was  edu- 
cated at  Tulip  and  Princeton,  in  Dallas  County, 
and  at  the  breaking  out  of  the  war  he  helped  to 
take  the  arsenal  at  Little  Rock,  after  which  he 
joined  Company  A.  Third  Arkansas  C avalry.  Army 
of  the  Tennessee,  and  fought  at  Shiloh.  Farmington. 
Iuka.  Holly  Springs,  Thompson’s  Station,  Brent- 
wood, Alurfreesboro,  the  engagements  of  the  At- 
lanta campaign.  Nashville,  Beaufort.  N.  C..  and 
Durham.  He  surrendered  at  Greensboro,  N.  C.. 
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and  was  paroled  at  Chest erville,  S.  C.  He  was 
wounded  and  disabled  at  Coriuth  in  1862,  but  the 
next  spring  was  made  captain  in  the  commissary 
department,  a position  he  held  until  the  close  of 
the  war.  He  came  to  Hempstead  County,  Ark., 
in  January,  1866,  and  was  soon  afterward  married 
to  Miss  Margaret  T..  a daughter  of  Samuel  and 
Jane  (Curry)  Kirkpatrick,  who  were  born,  reared 
and  married  in  North  Carolina,  and  became  resi- 
dents of  Hempstead  County,  Ark.,  in  1854,  the 
father  dying  here  in  1873,  and  the  mother  in  1879, 
both  of  whom  were  members  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church,  the  former  a successful  farmer  and  a 
soldier  in  the  War  of  1812.  Mrs.  Benson  was 
born  in  Orange  County,  N.  C..  and  has  borne  Mr. 
Benson  three  children — two  sons  and  one  daughter. 
Mr.  Benson  has  resided  on  his  present  farm  of  360 
acres,  four  miles  northeast  of  Washington,  since 
about  1866,  and  is  doing  well.  He  lias  been  a 
Democrat  all  his  life,  and  for  about  twelve  years 
has  been  a member  of  the  A.  F.  & A.  M. , Mt. 
Horeb  Lodge  No.  4,  of  Washington,  and  he,  wife 
and  daughter  are  members  in  good  standing  of  the 
Cumberland  Presbyterian  Church.  For  fifteen 
years  he  has  cultivated  the  farm  now  owned  by 
Judge  A.  B.  Williams,  on  which  the  first  court  in 
Arkansas  Territory  was  held,  it  being  then  the  first 
county  seat  of  Hempstead  County.  His  daughter 
Cora  was  educated  in  Washington,  and  is  the  wife 
! of  James  K.  Jones,  a well  known  attorney  of  Tex- 
arkana. and  a son  of  United  States  Senator  James 
K.  Jones.  Currv  H.  is  a graduate  of  a college  in 
Lexington.  Ky. , and  Frederick  L.  was  educated 
, at  Washington  and  Fayetteville. 

R.  H.  Betts  is  well  and  favorably  known  to  the 
I majority  of  the  residents  of  this  section,  for  since 
tho  spring  of  1873  he  has  been  prominently  iden- 
tified with  the  farming  interests  hereabouts.  He 
is  a Georgian,  born  in  1842,  a son  of  Z.  B.  Betts, 
who  participated  in  the  late  Civil  War,  and  is  still 
a resident  of  Georgia.  In  this  State  R.  H.  Betts 
reached  manhood,  and  from  that  State,  in  the 
month  of  July,  1861,  he  enlisted  in  the  Sixteenth 
Georgia  Regiment,  under  Capt.  Reynold,  and  was 
with  Longstreet  in  the  seven  days’  fight  at  Resaca. 
He  was  also  at  Gettysburg,  Chancellorsville,  Seven 
Pines,  Fredericksburg,  Antietam,  and  was  at  York- 
j town,  and  in  an  engagement  on  the  9th  of  April, 
just  before  the  surrender  of  Gen.  Lee  at  Appomat- 
tox Court-House.  He  was  then  paroled,  and  re- 
turned to  his  jiome  in  Georgia,  where  he  remained 
until  1873,  when  he  came  to  Arkansas,  purchased 
land,  and  now  owns  205  acres  of  fine  hill  land,  .on 
which  the  cotton  yield  is  one-half  bale  to  the  acre. 
His  land  yields  abundantly  of  the  different  cereals 


and  fruits,  but  is  especially  adapted  to  the  propa 
gallon  of  stock,  the  raising  of  horses  and  hogs 
I receiving  considerable  attention  at  Mr.  Betts’ 

| hands.  His  marriage,  which  took  place  in 
I Georgia,  in  1866,  was  to  Miss  Armistead,  a daugh- 
ter of  John  and  Elizabeth  Armistead.  Of  a family 
of  children  born  to  them,  Dessie  married  John  II. 
H.  Moses,  and  F.  P. , a son,  resides  in  Texas. 
Mr.  Betts  and  his  wife  are  members  of  the  Method- 
ist Episcopal  Church,  and  he  belongs  to  the  A. 
F.  & A.  51.  and  the  Farmers’  Alliance.  He  is  a 
Democrat. 

William  W.  Black,  now  just  in  the  prime  of 
life,  has  made  his  way  to  the  front  ranks  among 
the  energetic  farmers  of  Hempstead  County,  and 
owing  to  the  attention  he  has  always  paid  to  each 
minor  detail,  he  has  accumulated  a fair  share  of 
this  world’ s goods.  He  has  resided  on  his  present 
farm,  which  is  situated  six  miles  northeast  of 
Washington,  on  the  old  military  road,  for  the  past 
eight  years,  and  of  the  160  acres  which  he  owns 
he  has  sixty  acres  under  cultivation.  He  was 
born  in  Central  Point,  Ark.,  in  1840,  but  since 
four  years  of  age  he  has  resided  in  Hempstead 
County.  His  parents,  Cary  A.  and  Rhoda  (Alex- 
ander) Black,  were  horn  in  West  Tennessee  and  Po- 
tosi,  Mo.,  in  1810  and  1813,  respectively,  but 
when  Mrs.  Black  was  four  years  of  age  she  was 
brought  to  Hempstead  County,  Ark.,  by  her  par- 
ents, James  and  Hannah  (Wakelee)  Alexander, 
and  here  her  early  life  was  spent,  her  parents  dy 
ing  in  this  county,  the  father  dying  in  1835  and 
the  mother  at  about  the  age  of  ninety  years.  Mr. 
Black  came  to  Hempstead  County  in  1832,  was 
married  four  years  later,  and  lived  at  Central 
Point  until  1844,  after  which  time  he  resided  in 
Hempstead  County  until  his  death,  which  occurred 
March  27,  1888.  He  was  a member  of  the  A.  F. 
A A.  51.,  and  was  a son  of  Thomas  Black,  who  died 
in  West  Tennessee,  a farmer  of  Scotch  descent,  bis 
wife  being  an  Irish  lady.  The  great-grandfather, 
James  Black,  was  a soldier  in  the  War  of  1812. 
was  at  the  battle  of  New  Orleans,  and  died  in 
Texas.  The  immediate  subject  of  this  sketch  was 
the  third  of  ten  children,  two  sons  and  two  daugh- 
ters now  living,  four  sons  serving  in  the  Con- 
federate army  and  two  dying  while  in  the  service. 
James  died  at  Little  Rock  and  Newton  in  prison. 
William  W.  spent  his  early  life  on  a farm  in  the 
country,  and  like  the  majority  of  farmers’  hoys  at- 
tended the  common  schools  near  his  home.  In 
i 1862  he  joined  Company  A,  Arkansas  Infantry, 

1 serving  one  year,  after  which  he  joined  Liter's 
battery,  and  served  until  the  close  of  the  war.  being 
in  the  Trans  5fississippi  Department.  Besides 
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being  at  Little  Rock  be  was  in  a number  of  smart 
skirmishes,  and  surrendered  at  Alexandria,  La. 
His  younger  brother,  John,  was  kept  in  the  prison 
at  Rock  Island,  Ilk.  for  nineteen  months,  being 
captured  at  Caddo  Gap,  Ark.  In  1SGG  William 
W.  Black  married  Amanda,  the  daughter  of  John 
and  Elizabeth  Hampton,  who  removed  from  Ala- 
i bama  to  Hempstead  County,  Ark.,  before  the 
war,  and  here  spent  the  rest  of  their  lives.  Mrs. 
Black  was  born  in  Alabama  and  died  in  the  month 
of  February,  1S7J,  having  borne  three  children, 
only  one  daughter  now  living.  Mr.  Black’s  sec- 
ond marriage  took  place  in  1S75  to  Mrs.  Jane 
j Sears,  a sister  of  his  first  wife,  but  she  died  the 
year  following  her  marriage,  and  he  is  now-  living 
with  his  third  wife,  whom  he  married  in  187S,  and 
whose  name  was  Mrs.  Laura  Williams,  a daughter 
of  John  and  Caroline  Spears,  who  were  Tennes- 
i seeans,  but  removed  to  Hempstead  County,  Ark., 
about  1850.  and  were  engaged  in  farming  until 
their  respective  deaths.  Mrs.  Black  was  born  in 
Hempstead  County  in  1851,  and  has  borne  Mr. 
Black  one  son  and  four  daughters.  Seymour  re 
j ceived  Mr.  Black’s  hrst  presidential  vote  in  1808, 
he  being  a Democrat,  and  he  and  Mrs.  Black  are 
members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 

Dr.  Thomas  J.  Booker.  For  a period  of  nearly 
forty- years,  he  whose  name  heads  this  sketch  has 
been  a resident  of  Hempstead  County,  Ark.,  and 
during  this  time  he  has  enjoyed  a reputation  as  an 
honorable,  upright  man,  and  a solid,  substantial, 
and  thoroughly  reliable  citizen.  The  history  of 
his  life  is  not  unlike  that  of  other  professional 
men,  and  yet  there  has  been  an  individuality  about 
it  that  has  gained  for  him  many  warm  friends. 
Dr.  Booker  was  born  in  Washington  County,  Ky. , 
August  12,  1S82,  and  was  a son  of  William  B.  and 
Louisa  (Nance)  Booker,  the  former  a Virginian  by 
birth.  Grandfather  Samuel  Booker,  also  born  in 
Virginia,  was  a soldier  in  the  Revolutionary  War, 
and  his  son  (the  father  of  our  subject)  served  in 
the  War  of  1812.  His  parents  were  married  in 
Kentucky,  and  there  the  father  practiced  his  pro- 
fession— that  of  a lawyer — with  excellent  success, 
for  a number  of  years.  He  also  served  as  clerk  of 
the  court  fora  number  of  years.  He  served  for 
some  time  in  t Ire  Legislature  and  Senate  of  Ken- 
tucky. He  died  in  Kentucky,  in  1806,  and  was 
buried  in  that  State  with  all  the  honor  and  cere- 
mony of  the  Masonic  fraternity,  in  which  order  he 
was  a Knight  Templar.  The  mother  passed  away 
in  1887,  and  died  as  she  had  lived,  a firm  believer 
in  the  doctrines  of  the  Presbyterian  Church.  They 
reared  a family  of  nine  children  to  honorable  man 
hood  and  womanhood,  the  subject  of  this  memoir 


: being  the  youngest,  son.  live  of  whom  are  still  living, 

' viz.:  William  F.  (who  is  now  a resident  of  Ken- 

tucky), Harriet  (wife  of  Joshua-F.  Green,  a Presby- 
terian minister,  living  in  Little  Rock,  Ark.),  Mrs. 
L.  B Worthen  (of  Little  Rock),  Eliza  L.  (now  the 
wife  of  J.  T.  Hopkins,  living  in  Missouri),  Henri- 
j etta  (married  Hamilton  Pope,  a lawyer,  and  now 
] makes  her  home  in  Kentucky),  and  Thomas  (the 
i subject  of  this  sketch).  Thomas  Booker  was  reared 
: to  manhood  in  the  State  of  his  birth,  and  at  the 
' age  of  eighteen  years,  he  left  his  home,  and  immi- 
i grated  to  Arkansas,  settling  in  Hempstead  County. 
He  soon  after  entered  the  Medical  College  of  St. 
Louis,  and  was  graduated  at  that  institution  in  the 
year  1853-54,  after  which  he  entered  upon  the 
; active  pursuit  of  his  profession,  in  which  he  has 
i continued  ever  since.  He  was  united  in  marriage 
i March  4,  1855,  to  Miss  Mattie  J.  Bradley,  who 
died  April  10.  1871,  after  bearing  him  seven  chil- 
dren— three  sons  and  four  daughters.  Of  these 
i seven  children  only  four  are  now  living,  viz. : Paul 
R.,  Thomas  U--  William  B..  and  Nannie  B.  (the 
wife  of  John  E.  Williams,  a successful  merchant 
of  Fort  Worth,  Tex. ) Mrs.  Booker  was  born  in 
Hempstead  County,  Ark..  January  13,  1837,  being 
a daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Davidson  Bradley, 

; and  was  an  estimable  and  intelligent  lady.  She 
I was  a worthy  member  of  the  Presbyterian  Church. 

On  December  8,  1875,  Dr.  Booker  wedded  his 
i present  wife,  nee  Miss  Mary  E.  Lee.  She  was  born 
in  Virginia,  January  17,  1834,  a daughter  of  Hen- 
i derson  and  Susan  L.  (Lambkin)  Lee;  the  former. 

a Presbyterian  minister,  was  born  in  1790,  and 
| died  in  1862,  and  the  latter,  born  November  11, 
1798,  died  in  1873.  During  the  late  war.  Dr. 
Booker  served  as  physician,  from  1862  to  1 863. 
During  the  early  part  of  his  enlistment  he  served 
j as  lieutenant  of  cavalry,  but  only  for  a short  time, 
as  he  was  soon  appointed  surgeon.  During  his 
long  residence  here  he  has  established  a large  and 
lucrative  practice,  and  won  many  warm  friends. 
He  belongs  to  the  Masonic  order.  He  owns  (540 
! acres  of  good  land,  all  of  which  is  well  improved 
and  very  valuable. 

Frank  P.  Bostick,  planter  and  ginner,  Prescott, 
j Ark.  The  parents  of  Mr.  Bostick,  John  E.  and 
| Susan  B.  (Hudson)  Bostick,  were  natives  respect - 
j ivelv  of  North  Carolina  and  Tennessee,  the  father 
' born  in  1809,  and  in  the  last-named  State  their 
marriage  was  consummated.  The  parents  emi- 
i grated  to  Hempstead  County,  Ark.,  in  1858.  and 
i here  the  father  was  engaged  in  tilling  the  soil. 

which  occupation  he  followed  the  principal  part  of 
I his  life.  He  was  justice  of  the  peace  in  \\  allace- 
burg  Township  for  a number  of  years,  and  in  18  i4 
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represented  Hempstead  County  in  the  Legislature. 
Ho  was  a member  of  the  Masonic  order,  and  was 
also  a member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 
His  death  occurred  in  Hempstead  County,  in  1878. 
The  mother  was  married  to  her  second  husband, 
Harmon  Bishop,  in  1882.  She  is  a member  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  Frank  P.  Bostick 
was  the  sixth  and  youngest  child  born  to  his  par- 
ents. and  is  the  only  one  now  living.  His  birth 
occurred  October  11.  1835.  in  Tennessee,  and  three 
years  later  he  emigrated  with  his  parents  to  Hemp- 
stead County,  Ark.  There  he  grew  to  manhood, 
with  a thorough  knowledge  of  all  the  details  of 
farm  life,  and  his  education  was  received  in  the 
common  schools.  On  September  0,  1876.  lie  mar- 
ried Miss  Georgia  A.  Busick,  a native  of  Tennessee, 
born  February  IS,  1854,  and  the  daughter  of 
Thomas  and  Mary  (Bool)  Busick,  of  North  Caro- 
lina, born  in  1824  and  1834,  respectively.  ' The 
father  and  mother  were  married  in  Tennessee,  in 
1848,  and  to  their  union  were  born  ten  children, 
four  now  living:  William  I).,  Mary  E.  (wife  of 
Alex  Vaughn),  Georgiana,  and  Rosa  L.  (wife  of  C. 
A.  Berkshire,  now  living  in  Texas).  The  father 
died  in  1882.  He  was  a member  of  the  Masonic 
order,  and  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  The 
mother  is  now  living  with  her  daughter,  Mrs. 
Berkshire,  of  Texas.  She  is  a member  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  To  our  subject  and 
wife  were  born  three  children:  James  W..  Rosa  N., 
and  Mary  S.  Mr.  Bostick  owns  400  acres  of  good 
farming  land,  and  is  also  the  owner  of  a steam-gin, 
grist  and  saw-mill  combined,  which  was  built  in 
1SS9.  He  is  a member  of  the  Farmers’  Alliance, 
and  in  his  political  views  is  a Greenbaeker.  Mrs. 
Bostick  is  a member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church. 

E.  C.  Bowden,  livery,  feed  and  sale  stable, 
Hope,  Ark.  The  well-equipped  and  well-conducted 
sale  stable  of  Mr.  E.  C.  Bowden  was  established 
bv  that  gentleman  in  1889.  and  is  one  of  the  larg- 
est  in  Southern  Arkansas.  One  can  find  here  the 
fanciest  teams,  the  finest  saddle  horses,  and  Mr. 
Bowden  takes  great  pleasure  in  suiting  his  custom- 
ers. He  is  courteous  and  agreeable  to  all,  and  has 
a large  patronage.  He  was  born  in  Henry  County. 
Tenu.,  in  1S60,  and  is  the  lirst  and  only  son  born 
to  the  union  of  W.  F.  and  Sophronia  A.  (Poe) 
Bowden,  of  Tennessee.  The  father  was  a farmer, 
and  also  carried  on  the  carpenter's  trade  in  connec- 
tion with  agricultural  pursuits  until  the  last  few 
years,  since  which  time  he  has  retired  from  active 
labor.  To  his  marriage  were  born  six  children, 
four  besides  our  subject  now  living:  Laura  \Y. 
(wife  of  Q.  E.  Ronton,  resides  near  Paris,  Term.), 


Lou  (wife  of  T.  D.  Peebles  of  Henry  County. 
Term.),  Battie  V.  and  Addie  B.  The  one  deceased 
was  named  Helen.  She  was  the  wife  of  Thomas 
Peebles.  The  father  of  these  children  was  a sol- 
dier in  the  Confederate  army.  E.  C.  Bowden  was 
educated  in  Henry  County,  Tenn.,  and  at  the  age 
of  twenty-six  years  commenced  his  life's  work  as  a 
tiller  of  the  soil.  This  he  continued  on  his  father's 
farm  until  1880.  when  he  came  to  this- State,  and 
here  remained  for  fourteen  months.  He  then  re- 
turned to  Tennessee,  remained  there  a short  time, 
and  then  .returned  to  this  State,  where  he  was  in 
the  employ  of  G.  B.  Greer,  at  Searcy,  as  foreman 
in  the  store,  and  manager  of  a'  farm.  He  was 
with  Mr.  Greer  for  one  year,  and  then  returned 
to  his  home,  called  there  by  the  death  of  his  moth- 
er. He  then  remained  on  the  home  place  for  four 
years,  engaged  in  farming,  after  which  he  returned 
to  Searcy,  Ark.,  and  again  entered  the  employ  of 
Mr.  Greer,  with  whom  he. remained  a year  or  so. 
Later  he  moved  on  a farm  in  White  County,  re- 
mained there  two  years,  and  in  1889  again  entered 
the  employ  of  Mr.  Greer,  with  whom  he  continued 
until  the  fall  of  that  year.  He  then  came  to  this 
place  and  established  his  present  flourishing  busi- 
ness. He  has  been  twice  married,  first,  in  1883.  to 
Miss  Mary  S.  Kirkwood,  of  Henry  County.  Tenn.. 
who  died  in  1884.  His  second  marriage  occurred 
on  December  30,  1SS5,  to  Miss  Mollie  Talking): on. 
daughter  of  Henry  and  Mary  C.  Tarkington,  of 
Judsonia,  White  County,  Ark.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Bowden  are  the  parents  of  one  son.  Eldred.  who 
was  born  on  September  6.  188s.  Mr.  Bowden  is 
energetic,  straightforward,  polite  and  a correct 
man  of  business.  He  gives  close  attention  to  it. 
and  relations  formed  with  him  will  be  pheasant, 
profitable  and  permanent. 

Thomas  Boyett.  owner  of  the  general  warehouse 
at  Hope,  and  justice  of  the  peace  of  the  township,  was 
originally  from  Alabama,  where  his  birth  occurred  in 
1831,  and  is  the  eleventh  of  twelve  children  born  to 
James  and  Elizabeth  (Rodgers)  Boyett,  natives  of 
North  Carolina.  J ames  Boyett  was  a planter,  and  was 
the  owner  of  many  slaves  prior  to  the  war.  He  was 
in  two  of  the  early  Indian  wars.  His  death  oc- 
curred in  Alabama  in  1867.  The  mother  died  in 
1862.  Both  were  members  of  the  Baptist  Church. 
Thomas  Boyett  was  early  taught  tin1  duties  of  farm 
life,  and  received  his  education  in  the  common 
schools  of  Alabama.  At  the  age  of  twenty  two  he 
began  farming  for  himself  in  Alabama,  and  this 
continued  until  the  late  trouble  between  the  North 
and  South.  His  sympathies  were  with  the  South- 
ern cause,  and  in  18(52  he  joined  Com  pain  A. 
Fifty-ninth  Alabama  Infantry,  commanded  l.v  J. 
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11.  Glasgow,  and  although  he  participated  in  no 
general  engagement,  he  was  in  many  severe  skir- 
mishes. Returning  home  after  the  surrender  at 
Lynchburg,  Va.,  he  was  busily  engaged  in  tilling 
the  soil  in  Alabama  until  1S72.  when,  in  the  fall  of 
that  year,  he  moved  to  Greenville,  of  that  State, 
where  he  was  engaged  in  merchandising.  This  he 
carried  on  until  1882,  when  he  sold  his  stock  of 
goods,  emigrated  to  Arkansas,  and  located  in  Hope, 
where  he  continued  his  former  occupation  for  a 
short  time.  He  is  now  the  owner  of  the  large 
warehouse  in  Hope,  the  dimensions  of  the  building 
being  150x159.  built  of  brick,  covered  with  iron, 
and  capableof  holding  seven  or  eight  thousand  bales 
of  cotton.  Mr.  Boyctt  is  also  interested  in  the 
large  Compress  of  this  city,  a description  of  which 
is  given  in  another  part  of  this  volume.  He  is  one 
of  the  directors,  the  treasurer  and  superintendent 
j of  the  Compress.  Aside  from  this,  he  has  also  en- 
gaged in  the  brokerage  business  since  coming  here, 
and  has  been  very  successful,  financially.  He  has 
been  twice  married,  his  first  union  being  to  Aliss 
j Mary  Johnson,  of  Alabama,  who  bore  him  seven 
children:  Martha  (wife  of  T.  W.  Pollard,  of  Ala- 
bama). Fannie  (wife  of  John  C. of  Alabama), 

Thomas  J.  (of  Hope),  1L  A.  (also  of  Hope),  Sallie 
O.  (wife  of  J.  T.  Hicks,  of  Hope),  Callie  (wife  of 
Sidney  Peed,  of  Hope,)  and  Collie  (wife  of  Air. 
Williams,  of  Georgia).  The  mother  of  these  chil- 
dren died  in  1SS6,  and  was  a worthy  member  of  the 
j Baptist  Church.  In  lSoS  Air.  Boyett  was  united 
in  marriage  to  Airs.  Docia  Hinton,  nee  Giles,  and 
one  child  is  the  result  of  this  union — Fair.  Air. 
and  Airs.  Boyett  are  members  of  the  Alissionary 
Baptist  Church,  and  Air.  Boyett  is  a member  of 
the  Alasonic  fraternity,  Whit  field  Lodge  No.  239. 
He  is  also  a member  of  the  K.  of  P.  (Hempstead 
Lodge)  of  Hope.  He  is  at  present  holding  his 
second  term  as  justice  of  the  peace. 

Larkin  Breed,  one  of  the  leading  farmers  of 
Garland  Township,  was  born  in  Fayette  County, 
Ga.,  in  1824.  His  father,  a North  Carolinian  by 
birth,  was  born  in  the  year  1765.  His  mother, 
whose  maiden  name  was  Frances  Brantly,  was 
born  in  Georgia  in  1775.  and  was  married  in  her 
native  State  in  the  year  1790,  to  William  Breed. 
They  became  the  parents  of  fourteen  children — 
eight  sons  and  six  daughters — Larkin  being  the 
youngest.  Only  four  of  these  children  are  now 
living:  William  I.,  Richard  N.,  Cordelia  and 

Larkin.  Cordelia  is  the  wife  of  AVashington  Tray- 
lor, a prosperous  farmer  living  in  Alabama.  The 
father  emigrated  from  Georgia  to  Alabama'  in 
1830,  and  the  following  year  passed  to  his  final 
home,  his  widow  surviving  him  until  1853,  when 


she.  too,  received  the  call  from  the  grim  reaper.  She 
was  a member  of  the  Baptist  Church.  Larkin 
Breed  was  married  in  Alabama,  in  1843,  to  Aliss 
Catherine  Tindal,  a native  of  Georgia,  who  was 
born  in  1820,  and  they  became  the  parents  of  ten 
children  — four  sons  and  six  daughters — six  of  whom 
are  now  living-  two  sons  and  four  daughters — 
namely,  AYilliam  N.  Breed,  Amarintlia  S.  Billingsly 
( wife  of  Joseph  Billingsly,  a farmer  living  in  Texas), 
Frances  (wife  of  F.  E.  Samuels,  a prosperous 
farmer  of  this  county — Hempstead),  Texanna 
(wife  of  Hardy  Vickers,  an  agriculturist,  also  of 
this  county),  Catherine  (widow  of  W.  H.  Lindsey), 
and  J.  L.  Curry  Breed  (living  in  Indian  Territory  ). 
The  mother,  who  was  a member  of  the  Baptist 
Church  and  an  earnest  Christian  woman,  died  in 
1864.  Larkin  Breed  remained  a widower  for  two 
years,  then  marrying  a Airs.  Alary  Jones,  whose 
maiden  name  was  Alary  Andrews,  a native  of 
Georgia,  who  died  after  fourteen  years  of  wedded 
life.  On  February  20,  1881,  he  was  again  married, 
to  Airs.  Alargaret  AI.  Garrett,  whose  maiden  name 
was  Alargaret  AI.  Alendenball,  a daughter  of 
Thomas  and  Alary  Alendenball,  nee  Caldwell;  she 
was  born  February  1,  18  44,  in  Conecuh  County,  Ala. 
This  union  resulted  in  the  birth  of  four  children. 
Three  of  whom  still  live;  they  are  Percy  B. , Avery  C. 
and  Lucien  It.  Larkin  Breed  spent  his  boyhood 
until  twelve  years  of  age  in  his  native  State,  and  in 
1836  went  with  his  parents  to  Alabama,  where  he 
lived  until  1866,  then  removing  to  Hempstead 
County,  Ark.  He  owns  a good  farm,  well  improved 
with  good  buildings  and  all  modern  conveniences, 
and  devotes  his  time  and  attention  to  tilling  the  soil, 
which  naturally  insures  a feeling  of  independence. 
Both  he  and  his  wife  are  Baptists.  He  is  a public- 
spirited  man.  taking  a deep  interest  in  the  up- 
building of  the  county,  and  contributes,  as  far  as 
able,  to  all  laudable  public  enterprises.  AVhile  a 
resident  of  Randolph  County,  Ala.,  he  served  as 
sheriff  for  three  years.  He  belongs  to  the  Alasonic 
fraternity,  and  in  politics  is  purely  Democratic. 
Alargaret  Alendenball  was  first  married  Febru- 
ary 27,  1885,  to  N.  AV.  H.  Garrett,  who  was  a South 
Carolinian  by  birth.  His  parents,  Henry  and 
Elizabeth  Garrett,  while  still  young,  emigrated 
to  North  Aiississippi,  Tippah  County.  In  185  t he 
came  to  Ouachita  County.  Ark.  From  this  union 
there  were  eight  children,  two  of  whom  only  are 
living  in* Hempstead  County.  Their  names  are 
Willie  C.  Garrett,  born  Alarch  28,  1886.  and  Net- 
tie Underwood  Garrett,  born  November  13,  18 <8. 
Air.  Garrett  died  April  18,  1880,  and  was  buried 
in  Prescott  Cemetery. 

Joseph  AV.  Breed,  planter  and  ginner,  Hemp- 
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stead  County.  One  of  the  foremost  men  among  ! 
the  agriculturists  of  Hempstead  County  is  he 
whose  name  appears  above,  and  who  has  borne  an 
influential  part  in  promoting  the  various  interests 
of  the  county.  His  birth  occurred  in  Randolph  j 
County,  Ala.,  July  1.  1817,  being  a son  of  William  i 
J.  and  Eliza  (McDonald)  Breed.  The  grandparents,  | 
William  and  Frances  l Front ly)  Breed,  were  born 
in  North  Carolina  in  1765  and  Georgia  in  1781, 
respectively,  and  died  in  Alabama,  he  in  1837  and 
she  in  1853.  William  J.  Breed  was  born  in  Geor- 
gia in  1813,  but  subsequently  moved  to  Alabama, 
where  he  met,  and  in  1837  married  Eliza  McDon- 
ald. by  whom  he  was  the  father  of  eight  children 
— four  sons  and  four  daughters — only  live  of  ! 
whom  are  now  living,  as  follows:  Joseph  W. , Ben- 
jamin J..  James  M. , Samantha  J.  (wife  of  B.  J.  j 
Campbell),  and  Sarah  C.  (wife  of  T.  F.  Fisher). 
The  father  immigrated  to  Arkansas  from  Alabama  1 
in  1866,  and  settled  in  Hempstead  County,  where  i 
he  now  lives.  He  is  a farmer  by  occupation,  and  : 
has  passed  all  his  life  in  the  pursuit  of  that  call- 
ing. in  which  he  has  achieved  a signal  success. 
Forty-nine  years  ago  he  united  with  the  Baptist  ! 

5 Church,  of  which  he  is  still  a member,  as  was  also 
his  wife,  who  died  in  1881.  In  his  political  views 
he  sides  with  the  Democratic  party,  and  cast  his 
first  vote  for  Jackson.  The  immediate  subject  of 
this  sketch  grew  to  maturity  in  the  State  of  his 
\ nativity,  but  left  his  home  'at  the  age  of  seventeen 
j (in  1864)  to  participate  in  the  late  war.  enlisting 
in  Company  I.  Sixty-second  Alabama  Infantry, 
under  Capt.  Shortridge.  He  took  part  in  the  bat- 
tles of  Spanish  Fort  and  Blakely,  Ala.,  at  the  lat- 
ter battle  being  captured  and  taken  to  Ship  Island, 
where  he  was  kept  a prisoner  for  three  weeks.  He 
was  paroled  at  Big  Black.  Miss.,  and  immediately 
after  came  to  Arkansas  and  engaged  in  farming, 
which  occupation  he  has  followed  together  with 
I ginning  and  milling  ever  since.  He,  owns  296 
acres  of  good  farming  land,  with  150  acres  in  cult- 
ivation.  and  is  one  of  the  leading  planters  of 
j Hempstead  County.  His  marriage  to  Miss  Rosa 
J.  McMillen  was  consummated  in  1878.  She  was 
a daughter  of  Bluford  and  Malviuia  V.  (Samuel) 
McMillen,  and  was  born  in  Ouachita  County,  Ark., 
in  1861.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Breed  are  the  parents  of 
six  children — two  sons  and  four  daughters — viz.  : 
Nobia  B. , Agnes.  Louis,  Luther  (the  two  latter 
twins),  Carrie  and  Lena.  Mr.  Breed  erbeted  his  1 
large  steam  cotton-gin  and  grist-mill  combined  in 
1886,  and  besides  his  own  ginning  and  grinding 
does  considerable  work  for  his  neighbors.-  He 
votes  the  Democratic  ticket. 

W.  A.  Briant,  51.  D..  a member  of  the  med-  | 


ical  fraternity,  practicing  at  Fulton,  Hempstead 
County,  Art:.,  was  born  April  9,  1862,  in  Colum- 
bia County,  Ark.,  being  a son  of  \\  . E.  and  Mary 
A.  (Bayless)  Briant,  natives  of  Alabama  and  Ar- 
kansas, respectively.  The  father  was  a child  of 
live  or  six  years  when  his  parents  brought  him  to 
Columbia  County,  Ark.,  and  he  remained  in  that 
county  until  1875.  when  he  moved  to  Hope,  where 
he  entered  into  mercantile  pursuits,  which  lie  con- 
tinued very  successfully,  doing  an  annual  business 
of  8150,000.  Mr.  Briant,  Sr.,  passed  from  life 
at  Falco.n,  Nevada  County,  Ark.,  his  wife  dying  at 
Hope,  Hempstead  County.  When  the  late  war 
broke  out.  Mr.  Briant  was  one  of  the  first  to  offer 
his  services  to  the  Confederacy.  He  enlisted  in  an 
Arkansas  regiment  of  cavalry,  and  participated 
in  many  hard-fought  battles  and  skirmishes,  serv- 
ing his  cause  faithfully  until  the  close  of  the  war. 
when  he  returned  to  his  home.  He  passed  from 
life  at  Hope,  Ark.,  in  1885,  while  still  compara- 
tively young,  being  only  in  his  forty-sixth  year, 
leaving  a widow  who  still  survives.  She  is  a mem- 
ber of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  South,  as 
was  her  husband.  During  his  life  he  was  an 
official  member  of  that  body,  and  always  took  an 
active  interest  in  the  cause  of  religion,  as  he  did 
in  all  things  tending  to  the  welfare  of  society  in 
general.  In  his  political  views,  he  was  Demo- 
cratically inclined,  and  socially  he  was  a Mason. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Briant  were  the  parents  of  nine  chil- 
dren, seven  still  surviving,  and  the  subject  of  this 
sketch  being  the  eldest.  He  was  reared  to  man- 
hood in  his  native  State,  receiving  a good  literary 
education  in  the  schools  of  Hope,  Ark.,  supple- 
mented by  a three  years’  term  at  the  State  Univer- 
sity at  Fayetteville.  In  1881  he  commenced  the 
study  of  medicine  at  the  Missouri  Medical  College 
of  St.  Louis,  from  which  institution  he  was  gradu- 
ated in  1883,  immediately  after  which  he  entered 
upon  the  practice  of  his  profession  at  Hone,  in 
connection  with  Dr.  G.  II.  Andrews,  with  whom  he 
continued  for  live  years.  In  1888  he  came  to  Ful- 
ton. and  in  December  of  that  year  formed  a part- 
nership with  Dr.  H.  L.  B.  Shers  in  the  practice  of 
medicine  and  drug  business,  and  both  being  well 
educated,  ambitious  youug  men,  they'  have  suc- 
ceeded remarkably'  well,  and  have  built  up  a large 
and  growing  practice,  and  although  still  young  in 
years,  they-  occupyr  no  inconsiderable  place  in  the 
medical  world.  In  1886  Dr.  Briant  became  sur- 
geon for  the  Iron  Mountain  Railroad,  which  posi- 
tion he  still  holds.  On  March  30,  1887,  he  was 
united  in  matrimonial  bonds  to  Miss  Dee,  daughter 
of  Edward  Culley,  of  Rondo,  Ark.,  and  one  little 
daughter  has  been  given  to  them.  They  are  both 
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worthy  members  of  the  [Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  South.  Dr.  Briaut  is  a Democrat  in  his 
political  views,  and  while  a resident  of  Hope, 
served  as  a member  of  the  city  council  and  the 
board  of  health. 

Capt.  C.  A.  Bridewell,  attorney,  Hope,  Ark. 
The  popularity  which  Capt.  Bridewell  enjoys  as  a 
lawver  and  practitioner  at  the  bar  has  not  been 
derived  from  any  factitious  circumstances,  but  it  is  a 
permanent  and  spontaneous  tribute’  to  his  merit. 
On  August  14,  1 S38,  his  birth  occurred  at  Port 
Gibson,  Miss.,  and  lie  is  the  son  of  S.  O.  and 
Elizabeth  (Rhodes)  Bridewell,  natives  of  Ken- 
tuckv.  the  Blue-grass  State.  The  parents  emi- 
grated to  Mississippi  at  an  early  day,  and  there  the 
father  was  successfully  engaged  in  tilling  the  soil. 
He  was  a very  active  Democrat,  and  held  many 
positions  of  trust.  Both  parents  died  in  [Missis- 
sippi. To  their  rrnion  were  born  ten  children — 
nine  sons  and  one  daughter,  and  Judge  L.  O. 
Bridewell,  a prominent  attorney  of  Mississippi,  is 
the  eldest  child.  The  mother  had  two  children  by 
a former  marriage.  Capt.  C.  A.  Bridewell  was 
reared  on  a farm,  but  never  worked  on  it.  He 
graduated  at  Oakland  College,  Miss.,  and  gradu- 
ated also  from  the  law  department  of  Oxford 
State  University  of  Mississippi.  He  received  a 
fine  education  and  spent  twenty-seven  years  in  the 
school-room,  attending  and  teaching  school.  After 
graduating  at  the  law  school  in  Mav,  I860,  he 
went  to  Helena,  Ark.,  where  his  brother,  Judge 
L.  O.,  had  located,  and  formed  a partnership  with 
his  brother,  which  continued  until  1801,  when  he 
enlisted  in  Gen.  Claiborne's  company  (the  same 
being  organized  by  Judge  L.  O.  Bridewell),  and 
went  to  Little  Rock,  where  he  waited  for  the  State 
to  decide  secession.  Becoming  disgusted  he  went 
to  Calhoun  County  and  raised  a company  known 
as  the  “Yellow  Jackets,’’  of  which  he  was  made 
first  lieutenant,  and  on  the  organization  of  the 
Sixth  Arkansas  Regiment  he  was  made  adjutant  of 
the  regiment.  He  was  subsequently  made  captain 
of  a company  in  the  same  regiment.  He  served 
through  the  Kentucky  campaign  as  quartermaster 
of  the  Seventh  Arkansas  Regiment.  For  a short 
time  he  was  on  the  staif  of  Gen.  Claiborne,  and 
was  made  transportation  quartermaster.  He  served 
temporarily  on  Buckner's  staff,  and  for  over  a year 
he  was  quartermaster  of  Liddell's  and  Govan's 
brigade.  While  the  army  w as  at  Chattanooga,  he 
was  in  the  transportation  department,  and  while 
Hood  was  making  the  Atlanta  campaign,  he  was  on 
post  duty  at  Millidgeville.  Ga.  At  the  surrender 
he  was  inspector  of  field  transportation.  He  was 
wounded  at  the  battle  of  Shiloh,  but  was  in  active 


field  service  for  over  four  years,  and  held  several 
commissions  during  the  war.  Ho  was  a gallant 
and  fearless  officer.  After  the  wuir-he  returned  to 
Mississsppi  and  remained  eighteen  months  with 
his  mother,  after  which,  in  1867,  he  went  to  Cam- 
den, Ark.,  where  he  taught  school  for  five  years. 
He  then  went  to  Magnolia,  Ark.,  again  taught 
school  for  five  years,  and  in  1875  came  to  Hope. 
Arlc.,  where  he  continued  his  former  occupation 
five  years  longer,  thus  making  fifteen  consecutive 
years  that  he  was  in  the  school- room.  In  1SS1  he 
was  made  mayor  of  Hope,  served  one  term,  and 
then  returned  to  the  practice  of  law.  which  lie  has 
continued  since.  He  represented  .Hempstead 
County  in  the  Legislature  in  1885.  He  has  been 
president  of  the  school  board  for  a number  of 
years,  and  is  an  elder  in  the  Old  School  Pres- 
byterian Church,  of  which  his  wife  is  also  a mem- 
ber. The  Captain  represents  fifteen  of  the  best 
insurance  companies  in  the  United  States,  and  also 
deals  quite  extensively  in  real  estate,  having  sev- 
eral thousand  acres  for  sale,  some  of  which  is  very 
fine  land.  He  was  first  married  in  1805  in 
Georgia,  to  Miss  [May  Fulsom  (a  distant  relative 
of  Mrs.  Cleveland),  and  tw7o  children  were  born  to 
this  union:  Charles  P. , attending  LTiion  Theolog- 
ical Seminary,  and  Robert  O. , in  college  at  Bates- 
ville.  Capt.  Bridewell  w7as  married  again  in 
December,  1876,  to  Miss  Jennie  Foster,  daughter 
of  Dr.  \Y.  B.  Foster,  and  to  this  union  were  born 
three  children:  Irene  E..  William  F.  and  Edward 
Me.  The  Captain  is  a Mason  and  grand  senior 
warden  of  the  State  of  Arkansas. 

John  A.  Brown,  planter,  Prescott.  Ark.  It  is 
doubtless  owing  entirely  to  the  industrious  and 
persevering  manner  with  which  Mr.  Brown  has 
adhered  to  the  pursuit  of  agriculture  that  he  has 
risen  to  such  a substantial  position  in  farm  affairs 
in  this  county.  Like  many  other  prominent  citi- 
zens of  the  county,  he  owes  his  nativity  to  Ten- 
nessee. where  his  birth  occurred  in  Madison 
County,  April  20,  1845,  and  is  the  son  of  John 
O.  and  Mary  A.  (Hudson)  Brown,  the  father  a 
native  of  Tennessee, born  in  1812, and  the  mother  of 
North  Carolina,  born  in  1815.  The  parents  were 
married  in  Tennessee,  in  1836,  and  of  the  family 
of  eight  children  born  to  their  union,  four  are  now 
living:  William  M.,  Sarah  E.  (wife  of  Rev.  John 
E.  Lowdermilk,  now7  residing  in  Prescott,  Ark. ). 
and  Lucy  A.  The  father  emigrated  from  Tennes- 
see to  Arkansas,  in  1858,  and  settled  in  Hemp- 
stead County,  where  he  received  liis  final  summons 
in  1877.  He  was  a local  minister  in  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church.  South,  and  was  a member  of 
the  Masonic  order.  The  mother  is  living,  makes  her 
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homo  with  liev  son,  John  A.,  and  is  a devout  mem 
her  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  South, 
John  A.  Brown  was  married  in  Hempstead  County, 
Ark.,  November  IS,  1809,  to  Mrs  Catherine  E. 
Spears,  the  daughter  of  John  and  Eliza  C.  Spears. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Spears  were  natives  of  Tennessee, 
the  former  born  in  1813,  and  the  latter  in  1818. 
They  were  married  in  Tennessee,  about  1836.  and 
became  the  parents  of  seven  children,  four  of 
whom  are  now  living:  Catherine  E.,  William  F., 
Me  Nary  M.  .and  Laura  L.  (wife  of  W.  \V.  Black,  a 
farmer  living  in  this  county).  The  father  died  in 
1859,  and  the  mother  in  1862.  The  latter  was  a 
member  of  the  Baptist  Church.  The  parents  emi- 
grated from  Tennessee  to  Arkansas,  in  1850,  and 
settled  in  Hempstead  County.  Mrs.  Brown  is-  a 
native  of  Tennessee,  born  November  2.,  1848.  By 
her  union  to  Mr.  Brown  she  became  the  mother  of 
eight  children, seven  now  living:  Lula  A. , Mary  E.. 
Anna  L.,  James  M.,  Robert  A.,  Carl  and  Ruth  O. 
Mr.  Brown  is  the  owner  of  240  acres  of  land,  and 
has  seventy-live  acres  under  cultivation.  In  1864 
he  enlisted  in  the  cavalry,  under  Col.  Cumins, 
and  served  until  1805.  He  is  a member  of  the 
Masonic  order,  and  in  politics  is  with  the  Union 
Labor  party.  He  and  Mrs.  Brown  are  members 
of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  South. 

George  Emmet  Bryant  is  a worthy  tiller  of  the 
soil  in  Hempstead  County,  Ark.,  but  was  born  in 
Bledsoe  County,  Term.,  in  1838,  being  a son  of 
William  and  Nancy  (Oxshire)  Bryant,  both  of  whom 
were  born  in  1808,  the  former  in  Virginia,  and  the 
latter  in  Tennessee.  They  were  married  in  Bled- 
soe County,  of  the  last-named  State,  about  1829, 
and  soon  after  removed  to  the  Hoosier  State, 
but  a year  later  returned  to  Bledsoe  County,  and 
in  1857  came  to  Pike  County,  Ark.,  and  the  next 
year  to  Hempstead  County.  They  settled  on  a 
farm  near  Bingen,  and  here  the  father  passed  from 
life  in  1883,  his  wife  having  died  in  1869,  both 
worthy  members  of  the  Methodist  Church  for  many 
years.  The  father  filled  the  office  of  justice  of  the 
peace  for  a number  of  years,  and  was  deputy  county 
clerk  of  Bledsoe  County,  Tenn.,  a few  years. 
Owen  Bryant,  his  father,  was  born  in  Virginia,  and 
about  1817  removed  to  Tennessee,  and  died  in 
Bledsoe  County,  having  been  a farmer  throughout 
his  life.  The  paternal  great-grandfather  was  an 
Irishman  and  his  wife  a German.  The  grand- 
father, Samuel  Oxshire,  was  born  in  Bledsoe  County. 
Tenn.,  wTas  of  Irish  descent,  and  became  quite  well 
to  do  at  farming.  George  Emmett  Bryant  was  the 
sixth  in  a family  of  six  sons  and  two  daughters, 
and  his  early  advantages  were  received  in  the 
countrv  schools  near  his  home.  His  youth  was 


spent  in  tilling  the  soil,  but  this  work  he  gave  up 
in  1862, to  join  Company  I.  Nineteenth  Arkansas  In- 
fantry,. Confederate  States  Army,  but  was  captured 
at  Arkansas  Post  and  taken  to  Camp  Douglas, Chi- 
cago, where  he  wTas  kept,  a prisoner  for  about  live 
months.  Pie  was  then  taken  to  City  Point.  Va. , 
exchanged  and  remained  in  same  regiment  (Nine- 
teenth Arkansas),  taking  part  in  the  engagements 
at  Chickaniauga,  Ringgold  Gap.  Resaca,  New  Hope 
Church,  Peach  Tree  Creek,  Atlanta,  Jonesboro, 
Spring  Hill,  Franklin,  and  many  skirmishes.  A 
brother,  J.  R.  Bryant,  was  killed  at  New'  Hope 
Church,  having  served  in  one  company  from  the 
commencement  of  the  war.  After  his  return  home, 
Mr.  Bryant  clerked  in  Nashville,  Ark.,  for  a fewr 
years,  and  from  1869  to  1872  he  was  engaged  in 
merchandising  on  his  own  account,  but  since  that 
time  he  has  devoted  his  attention  to  farming,  be- 
ing now  the  owner  of  210  acres,  one  mile  west  of 
Bingen,  of  which  100  acres  are  under  cultivation. 
He  is  now  tilling  the  position  of  school  director  in 
his  district,  and  in  his  political  views  has  always 
been  a Democrat,  although  he  was  reared  a Whig. 
He  has  been  a member  of  the  A.  F.  & A.  M.  since 
1865,  Pleasant  Valley  Lodge  No.  30,  at  Nashville, 
and  has  been  junior  deacon  of  the  same.  His 
marriage,  which  occurred  on  November  28,  1866, 
was  to  Miss  Zerelda  R.,  a daughter  of  Jesse  and 
Harriet  C.  Holt,  a sketch  of  whom  appears  in  an- 
other place  in  this  work.  She  was  born  in  Hemp- 
stead County,  Ark. , and  has  borne  her  husband 
two  sons  and  two  daughters. 

S.  W.  Brundridge,  contractor  and  builder.  Hope. 
Ark.  Mr.  Brundridge  is  a native  of  Mississippi, 
born  in  1851,  but  was  reared  and  educated  in 
Searcy.  White  County,  Ark.  He  learned  the  brick- 
laying trade,  and  when  seventeen  years  of  age, 
started  out  to  make  his  own  way  in  life.  He  worked 
as  a clerk  in  the  dry  goods  store  of  B.  Deaner  for 
six  or  eight  years,  and  when  twenty-six  years  of 
age  commenced  contracting  in  brick  work.  In 
March,  1877,  he  moved  to  Plope,  Ark.,  and  has 
been  engaged  in  contracting  in  this  place  ever 
since.  He  has  built  every  business  house  in  the 
city  (about  forty  in  number),  with  the  exception  of 
four  or  five,  and  besides  numerous  residences. 
Some  he  has  rebuilt.  He  erected  the  largest, 
business  house  in  Gurdon.  Ark.,  for  a St.  Louis 
company,  and  he  is  also  engaged  in  agricultural 
pursuits,  owning  a large  farm  in  the  county,  with 
about  100  acres  under  cultivation.  On  this  he 
raises  from  twenty  to  thirty  bales  of  cotton  an- 
nually. He  is  constantly  improving  his  farms,  and 
is  a man  who  will  make  a success  of  whatever  he 
undertakes.  He  was  married  in  1876,  to  Miss 
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Mollic  Peebles,  daughter  of  Thomas  Peebles,  of  j 
White  County,  and  the  fruits  of  this  union  are  the  j 
following  children:  Jarett,  Stephen  (deceased), 

Patio,  Richard  and  Minnie.  Mrs.  Brundridge  is 
a member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
South.  In  politics  Mr.  Brundridge  is  a member 
of  the  Democratic  party.  His  parents,  Stephen  j 
and  Minerva  (Mitchell)  Brundridge,  were  natives  : 
of  Alabama.  The  father  was  a builder  and  con- 
tractor, and  this  occupation  has  carried  on  all  his 
life.  He  moved  from  his  native  State  to  Missis-  j 
sippi  about  1849,  remained  there  until  1857.  and 
then  moved  to  Arkansas,  settling  in  Searcy,  White 
County.  Here  he  continued  building  and  contract- 
ing, and  some  of  the  old  residences  to  be  found  in 
Searcy  at  the  present  day  are  the  work  of  his  hands. 
He  still  resides  in  Searcy,  and  is  now  in  his  eight-  ; 
ieth  year.  He  is  quite  a prominent  man.  The 
mother  is  also  living,  and  is  about  seventy  years  of 
age.  They  are  the  parents  of  six  children,  all  liy-  ; 
ing:  James  (resides  in  Cleburne  County,  and 

represented  the  same  in  the  Legislature  of  1889), 
W.  E.  (resides  in  Alvord.  Tex.),  Tullie  (wife  of 
James  Russell,  of  White  County).  Mollie  (now  a 
widow,  of  Searcy)  and  Stephen,  Jr.  (prosecuting 
attorney  of  the  Second  Judicial  District. 

Henry  L.  B'Shers,  M.  D. , was  born  in  Hemp- 
stead County,  Ark..  October  15,  1SG0.  being  a son 
of  John  and  Jane  (Mayben)  B’Shers,  both  of  whom 
are  now  living,  the  former  at  the  age  of  hftv-nine. 
aud  the  later  fifty- one  years,  and  make  their  home 
at  Prescott,  Ark.  They  were  both  brought  by  their 
parents  to  Arkansas  in  their  childhood,  and  here 
grew  to  maturity,  subsequently  marrying  and  locat- 
ing in  Hempstead  County,  and  remained  in  that 
county  until  that  part  in  which  they  lived  was  taken 
off  and  formed  into  Nevada  County.  The  father 
has  always  been  a merchant,  and  was  very  success- 
ful in  that  calling.  He  is  a prominent  man  of 
Prescott,  and  is  at  present  efficiently  discharging 
the  duties  of  mayor  of  that  city.  He  is  a Royal 
Arch  Mason,  and  in  politics  is  a stanch  Democrat. 
During  the  late  war  he  served  on  detail  duty,  aud 
had  charge  of  Government  supplies.  His  wife  is 
a member  of  the  Christian  Church,  and  is  a devout 
Christian  lady,  highly  esteemed  by  all  who  know 
her.  To  their  marriage  three  children  were  born, 
two  of  whom  only  are  now  living,  viz.  : (Mary,  now 
the  wife  of  W.  J.  Hicks,  a farmer  of  Nevada 
County,  and  Henry  L..  the  subject  of  this  sketch. 
One  son,  Alonzo,  died  while  very  young.  The 
subject  of  this  sketch  received  his  literary  educa- 
tion at  Prescott  and  Mineral  Springs,  and  in  lb77 
commenced  the  study  of  medicine  under  Dr.  J.  D. 
Jordan,  of  Eureka  Springs,  as  preceptor,  under 
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whose  instructions  he  remained  for  two  years. 
From  1879  to  1882  he  was  at  the  University  of 
Louisville,  and  was  graduated  from  that  institution 
in  March,  of  the  latter  date,  and  immediately  after 
his  graduation  engaged  in  the  practice  of  his  pro- 
fession at  Fulton,  where  he  has  established  an 
extensive  and  lucrative  patronage.  In  1883  he 
opened  up  a drug  business  in  connection  with  his 
practice,  which  he  has  since  successfully  conducted. 
In  December,  1888,  he  formed  his  present  partner- 
ship with  Dr.  Briant,  and  they  bid  fair  to  become 
one  of  the  strongest  medical  firms  in  the  State.  In 
1882  Dr.  B’Sliers  formed  a life  partnership  with 
Miss  Virgie,  daughter  of  John  D.  Jones,  and  it  has 
proved  a very  happy  connection.  Both  he  and 
wife  are  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  South,  and  in  secret  societies,  Dr.  B'Shers 
belongs  to  the  A.  F.  «fc  A.  M.,  the  I.  O.  O.  F.,  the 
Iv.  of  H.,  and  the  American  Legion  of  Hoqpr.  Po- 
litically he  is  a Democrat. 

James  M.  Butler  is  the  efficient  editor  of  the 
Spirit  of  Hope,  one  of  the  newsiest  journals  in 
this  portion  of  the  State.  He  was  born  in  Little 
Rock,  Ark.,  in  1850,  a son  of  John  M.  Butler,  and 
the  education  which  he  now  has  was  self- acquired. 
He  has  made  his  own  living  ever  since  he  was 
seven  years  of  age,  and  at  the  ago  of  nine  he  began 


< office  of  the  Old  Liue  Democrat,  which  was 
j edited  and  published  by  J.  D.  Butler,  under  whom 
i he  has  worked  the  most  of  his  subsequent  career. 

In  1880  he  began  publishing  the  Arkansas 
| Union,  and  acted  as  manager  in  general  of  that 
! paper,  it  being  owned  by  a stock  company.  He  has 
| filled  the  position  of  compositor  on  various  papers 
throughout  Arkansas,  and  is  now  successfully  pub- 
lishing one  of  the  brightest  little  papers  in  the 
: State,  its  hrst  issue  being  sent  forth  in  18S8.  Mr. 

: Butler  is  a wide-awake  and  intelligent  man.  a 
Democrat  in  his  political  views,  his  paper  being 
published  in  the  interests  of  that  party,  and  he  is 
| one  of  the  worthy  members  of  the  Printer’s  Union. 
His  wife  is  a daughter  of  P.  S.  Drown,  a prominent 
literary  man  of  St.  Louis. 

Judge  Alfred  H.  Carrigan  has  been  connected 
j with  the  farming  interests  of  the  county  ever  since 
I his  residence  here,  having  come  originally  from  Ala- 
| mance  County.  N.  C.,  where  he  was  born  in  182b. 
i His  father,  William  A.  Carrigan,  was  born  in 
; Georgia  in  1792,  and  his  mother.  Nancy  M.  (Holt) 
Carrigan,  was  born  in  the  Old  North  State  in 
| 1809.  The  latter  died  in  her  native  State  in  1841. 
i and  in  1852  her  husband  came  to  Hempstead 
i County,  Ark.,  where  he  died  in  1880,  having  been 
| a cotton  manufacturer,  a merchant  and  farmer. 
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He  and  his  brother  in  law  built  one  of  the  first 
cotton  manufactories  in  North  Carolina,  and  oper- 
ated it  from  about  1837  until  Mr.  Cairrigan's  re- 
moval to  this  State,  becoming  a man  of  wealth. 
His  father,  William  Carrigan,  was  a farmer  by 
occupation,  a soldier  in  the  Revolutionary  War, 
and  died  in  North  Carolina.  Hon.  Michael  Holt, 
the  maternal  grandfather,  was  born  in  North  Car- 
olina, and  there  spent  his  life  as  a planter,  and 
was  a prominent  actor  in  the  legislative  halls  of 
his  State  for  several  terms.  Our  subject  is  the 
eldest  of  a family  consisting  of  live  sons  and  one 
daughter,  and  his  early  rearing  was  on  a farm. 
He  in  time  became  a student  in  the  University  of 
North  Carolina,  at  Chapel  Hill,  and  graduated  in 
1850.  but  in  1852  came  west  with  his  father,  re- 
maining here  three  years,  then  returned  to  North 
Carolina  and  married  Mary  E.  Moore,  of  that 
State,  by  whom  he  became  the  father  of  nine  chil- 
dren. five  sons  and  two  daughters  now  living: 
Dr.  Samuel  M.  (a  practicing  physician),  William, 
Alfred  H.  (who  graduated  from  the  Arkansas  Uni- 
! versify  of  Fayetteville  and  Lebanon,  Tenn.,  law 
school,  and  is  now  a successful  attorney  of  Wichita 
Falls,  Tex.),  Mary,  Adolphus,  Pinckney  and  Annie 
E.  Mrs.  Carrigan  is  a member  of  the  Presbyte- 
rian Church,  and  is  a daughter  of  Samuel  and 
Mary  A.  Moore,  of  Caswell  County,  N.  C.  Since 
his  marriage  Mr.  Carrigan  has  resided  in  the 
vicinity  of  Washington,  Ark.,  and  is  now  the 
owner  of  an  exceptionally  tine  lot  of  land  consist- 
ing of  2,000  acres.  In  1862  he  served  for  a short 
time  in  the  Twentieth  Arkansas  Infantry,  of  which 
he  was  lieutenant-colonel,  but  was  honorably  dis- 
charged on  account  of  sickness.  From  1858  to 
1862  he  was  a member  of  the  State  Senate,  durino- 
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which  time  he  was  a strong  supporter  of  the  union 
of  the  States,  was  a member  of  the  secession  con- 
vention of  1861,  and  from  1866  to  1867  he  tilled 
the  office  of  county  and  probate  judge,  and  again 
in  1876-77.  During  1 S S 4 he  was  once  more 
chosen  to  represent  Hempstead  County  in  the  Leg- 
islature, and  filled  the  position  during  that  year 
and  1885,  being  a member  of  the  Lower  House. 
He  is  now  chairman  of  the  Democratic  County 
Central  Committee,  and  is  an  active  worker  for  his 
party,  and  during  his  official  life  has  left  behind 
him  a very  creditable  record.  Naught  but  words 
of  commendation  have  been  bestowed  upon  him, 
and  his  record  in  private  as  well  as  in  public  life 
is  untarnished.  He  is  the  only  one  of  his  father's 
family  now  living,  the  other  members  being  Will- 
iam 51.  (who  was  a graduate  of  the  North  Carolina 
University,  and  died  at  Ins  home  during  the  war 
from  the  effects  of  hard  service),  John  M.  (who 


was  killed  in  the  battle  at  Oak  Hills),  Robert  A. 
(also  a graduate  of  the  North  Carolina  University, 
served  in  the  quartermaster  and  commissary’s  de- 
partment as  captain,  and  was  a prosperous  lawyer 
of  Washington,  Ark. , but  died  in  1877),  and  James 
E.  (who  was  killed  in  the  engagement  at  Lovejoy 
Station,  near  Jonesboro,  Ga. ) 

Dr.  Samuel  51.  Carrigan  is  one  of  the  leading 
physicians  of  this  region,  and  is  also  engaged 
in  the  drug  business  in  Washington,  Ark.  He 
is  the  eldest  of  seven  sons  and  two  daughters, 
and  was  born  eight  miles  southwest  of  Wash- 
ington to  Judge  A.  H.  and  5Iary  E.  (5Ioore)  Car- 
rigan. their  births  occurring  in-  Alamance  and 
Rockingham  Counties,  N.  C..  respectively.  They 
were  married  in  the  Old  North  State  in  iS54.  and 
at  once  came  to  Hempstead  County,  Ark.,  and 
here  are  still  residing,  the  father  a wealthy  planter 
and  an  active  politician.  He  was  a colonel  in  the 
Confederate  army,  has  always  been  a Democrat, 
and  on  this  ticket  was  elected  to  the  State  Legis- 
Jature,  serving  one  term  in  the  Senate  and  several 
terms  in  the  House.  He  has  also  tilled  the  posi- 
tion of  county  and  probate  judge  of  Hempstead 
County  several  terms,  and  upon  his  retirement 
from  the  bench  he  carried  with  him  the  respect 
and  confidence  of  all.  He  and  his  wife  are  mem- 
bers of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  and  he  is  a son 
of  5Villiam  A.  Carrigan,  who  was  probably  bora  in 
North  Carolina,  and  is  supposed  to  have  estab- 
lished the  first  cotton  factory  in  that  State,  as  well 
as  the  first  one  in  the  South,  which  he  operated 
successfully  for  many  years.  In  1854  he  re- 
moved to  Hempstead  County,  Ark.,  and  here  died 
about  1882,  aged  eighty-three  years.  He  was  of 
Scotch  Irish  descent,  and  a Presbyterian  in  re- 
ligious faith.  Samuel  5Ioore,  the  mother’s  father, 
was  a wealthy  planter,  and  spent  his  life  in  his 
native  State  of  North  Carolina.  Dr.  Samuel  51.  Car- 
rigan was  educated  principally  in  W'ashington 
and  St,  John’s  College,  of  Little  Rock,  and  in 
1876  he  began  the  study  of  medicine  with  Dr. 
W.  P.  Hart,  and  in  1877-78  attended  the  Belle- 
vue Medical  College  of  New  York  City.  In  1 S 7 G 
he  graduated  from  the  5Iissouri  5Iedical  College, 
of  St.  Louis,  and  since  that  time  has  been  one  of 
the  leading  practitioners  of  the  healing  art  in  this 
section  of  the  State.  His  wife,  whose  maiden 
name  was  5Iinnie  Conway,  was  born  in  Washing- 
ton, Ark.,  and  their  marriage  was  celebrated  De- 
cember 14,  1S87.  She  is  a member  of  the  Pres- 
byterian Church,  and  is  a daughter  of  Dr.  Joel  D. 
Conway  (of  the  same  family  as  ex-Gov.  Conway), 
who  was  for  many  years  one  of  the  first  physicians 
of  Hempstead  County.  He  passed  from  this  life 
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soon  after  the  war,  li is  wife  having  died  when 
Mrs.  Carrigan  was  an  infant.  Dr.  Carrigan  is  a 
j Democrat,  Tiiden  receiving-  his  first  presidential 
vote  in  1870,  and  socially  belongs  to  .Relief  Lodge 
No  2451,  K.  of  H. , of  Washington. 

Gray  Carrigan  has  lived  in  Hempstead  County, 
Ark.,  all  his  life,  his  birth  having  occurred  near 
Washington  in  1858,  and  from  his  earliest  youth 
up  lie  lias  given  his  attention  to  farming  and  stock- 
raising.  His  parents.  Robert  A.  and  Mary  F. 
(Moore)  Carrigan,  were  born  in  Orange  County,  N. 
i C.,  in  1835  and  1837.  respectively,  and  were  mar- 
ried in  Hempstead  County,  Ark.,  on  October  15, 
1850,  whither  they  had  come  in  1852.  Mr.  Carri- 
gan was  a graduate  of  the  North  Carolina  Univer- 
sity, was  an  able  scholar,  and  for  many  years  was 
a prominent  lawyer  of  Washington,  and  a stanch 
Democrat  in  his  political  views.  He  served  in  the 
quartermaster  and  commissary  departments  during 
the  war,  was  a member  of  the  I.  O.  O.  F..  and  he 
and  wife  belonged  to  the  Presbyterian  Church. 
The  grandfather,  Stephen  Moore,  came  from  North 
Carolina  to  this  State  at  an  early  day.  and  here 
spent  the  remainder  of  his  days  as  a farmer,  dying 
about  1888,  his  wife's  death  occurring  in  the  early 
part  of  the  late  Civil  War.  Gray  Carrigan  was 
the  eldest  of  three  children,  himself  and  his  brother 
Stephen  being  the  only  ones  now  living,  and  be- 
sides assisting  his  father  on  the  home  farm,  he  at- 
I tended  school  in  Washington,  Little  Rock  and  Fay- 
etteville, being  an  attendant  of  the  latter  place  at 
the  time  of  his  father’s  death,  in  1877.  He  soon 
left  school  to  assist  in  settling  up  the  estate,  and 
the  same  year  was  married  to  Miss  Lula,  a daugh- 
ter of  Hewitt  E.  and  Susan  Burt,  the  former  of 
! whom  was  born  and  still  lives  in  Hempstead 
i County,  Ark.,  a farmer  by  occupation.  He  served 
in  the  late  war.  His  father,  who  also  bore  the 
name  of  Hewitt,  was  one  of  the  very  early  settlers 
of  Hempstead  County,  and  here  spent  his  life. 
Mrs.  Carrigan" s mother  was  born  in  Sevier  County, 
of  which  county  her  parents  were  among  the  first 
inhabitants.  Mrs.  Carrigan  was  born  in  Hemp 
stead  County,  and  died  on  September  13,  1884,  an 
earnest  and  consistent  member  of  the  Cumberland 
Presbyterian  Church.  Besides  her  husband  sli6 
loft  two  children  to  mourn  her  loss.  Soon  after 
the  close  of  the  late  Rebellion  Mr.  Carrigan 
opened  a mercantile  establishment  at  Washington, 
under  the  firm  name  of  Carrigan  & Bro. , and, 
although  his  operations  in  this  line  met  with  good 
success,  he  discontinued  the  business  at  the  end  of 
eight  years,  and  has  since  devoted  his  attention  to 
his  farm  of  500  acres,  which  is  situated  two  miles 
west  of  Washington.  He  also  owns  other  lands  to 
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a considerable  amount,  and  some  good  business 
property  in  the  town.  He  is  a Democrat,  and 
although  not  a member  of  any  church,  he  contrib- 
utes liberally  of  his  means  in  their  support. 

\V.  H.  Carruth,  of  the  firm  of  Baird  «fc  Car- 
ruth,  general  merchants,  and  also  general  bankers 
of  Washington,  Ark.,  established  their  business  in 
1808,  the  average  value  of  their  stock  of  goods  be- 
ing $8,000,  and  their  annual  sales  $80,000.  Mr. 
Carruth  was  born  in  Batesville,  Ark.,  in  1835,  a son 
of  Elias  and  Martha  (Blake)  Carruth.  who  were  born 
in  York  District,  S.  C..  in  1702.  and  Middle  Ten- 
nessee in  1808,  respectively.  Their  union  took  place 
in  the  latter  State  in  1820.  and  in  1833  they  removed 
to  Batesville,  Ark.,  where  they  made  their  home  for 
four  years,  and  then  came  to  Washington  and 
spent  the  rest  of  their  lives,  the  father  dying  in 
1 805.  and  the  mother  in  1873.  While  a resident 
of  Batesville.  Mr.  Carruth  was  encaged  in  raftirm 
logs  and  lumber  down  the  White  and  Mississippi 
Rivers  to  New  Orleans,  but  after  coming  to  Wash- 
ington he  engaged  in  the  mail  contracting  service, 
and  became  a leader  in  this  work,  having  charge 
of  nearly  all  the  lines  in  the  southwest.  He  was 
also  a contractor  to  furnish  supplies  to  the  Indians 
at  the  time  of  their  removal  from  Mississippi  to 
the  Indian  Territory.  Upon  his  removal  thither 
he  settled  four  miles  east  of  the  town,  in  order  to 
furnish  pasturage  for  the  horses  used  in  the  mail 
service,  and  here  he  afterward  made  his  home. 
His  wife,  was  a daughter  of  Hugh  Blake,  a prom- 
inent Tennesseean,  who  died  at  quite  an  advanced 
age.  having  spent  his  life  in  his  native  State.  W. 
H.  Carruth  was  the  third  of  two  sons  and  seven 
daughters  born  to  his  parents,  and  although  he 
assisted  his  father  in  his  labors  upon  the  farm, 
and  in  carrying  the  mails,  he  still  found  time  to 
acquire  a good  education  in  the  schools  of  Wash- 
ington. When  about  twenty-one  years  of  age  he 
engaged  in  the  mercantile  business  in  Washington, 
continuing  until  the  desolations  of  war  compelled 
him  to  abandon  this  work,  but  upon  the  cessation 
of  hostilities  he  again  opened  his  establishment, 
and  is  now  one  of  the  leading  merchants  of  the 
county.  He  was  married,  in  i860,  to  Miss  Mary 
A.,  daughter  of  Bernard  and  Alice  Cermenati. 
who  were  born,  reared  and  married  in  Maine,  re- 
moving afterward  to  Dresden,  then  to  Boston,  and 
in  184-2  to  W ashington.  Ark.,  where  they  both 
passed  from  life  in  1850.  Mr.  Cermenati  was  a 
stone  mason  by  trade,  a man  of  intelligence,  and 
his  wife  was  a refined  and  cultured  lady  and  a true 
i Christian.  Mrs.  Carruth  was  born  in  Hempstead 
County,  Ark.,  in  1842,  and  died  in  March.  1880. 
One  son  and  live  daughters  of  the  nine  children 
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born  to  her  union  with  Mr.  Carrutli  are  now  living. 
During  the  war  Mr.  Carrutli  served  in  the  quarter- 
master's department,  carrying  supplies  from  Texas 
to  Little  Rock,  and  in  1805  he  was  commissioned 
by  the  United  States  governor  as  registrar  of  the 
United  States  land  office  at  Washington,  a position 
I he  held  for  about  one  year.  He  has  been  a suc- 
cessful financier,  and  in  addition  to  considerable 
valuable  town  property,  he  is  the  owner  of  over 
3,000  acres  of  land.  Although  first  a Whig,  he  is 
now  a Democrat,  politically,  and  socially  is  a mem- 
i her  of  the  F.  & A.  M. , and  has  attained  to  the 
Chapter  and  Council  degrees  in  Mount  Horeb 
Lodge  No.  4,  of  Washington.  He  is  now  living 
on  the  place  on  which  Attorney-Gen.  A.  H.  Gar- 
land was  born  and  reared.  He  has  a highly  cult- 
ured and  refined  family,  and  he  has  spared  no 
pains  or  expense  in  the  education  of  his  children. 
Mr.  Carrutli  has  been  a member  of  the  Methodist 
Church  ever  since  his  early  manhood,  and  is  an 
earnest  worker  for  the  cause  of  religion. 

James.  E.  Chambless,  planter,  Hempstead 
County.  Although  a comparatively  young  man, 
Mr.  Chambless  has.  by  bis  native  energy  and  pro- 
gressive ideas,  put  into  execution,  won  for  himself 
an  enviable  reputation  that  entitles  him  to  a place 
among  the  representative  citizens  of  the  county. 
He  owes  his  nativity  to  this  county,  where  he  was 
born  in  1852,  being  a son  of  Ansel  E.  and  Eliza- 
beth (Camp)  Chambless.  Ansel  E.  Chambless  was 
born  in  Indiana  in  1 S 1 T . but  when  he  was  still  a 
child  his  parents  came  to  Hempstead  County  and 
located  on  a farm,  where  their  son  grew  to  mature 
years.  Being  reared  on  a farm,  he  conceived  a 
liking  for  agricultural  life,  and  upon  reaching  man- 
hood and  starting  out  in  life  on  his  own  responsi- 
bility, he  engaged  in  the  occupation  of  farming, 
and  pursued  that  calling  all  his  life.  He  was 
married  in  Hempstead  County,  about  1841,  and 
he  and  wife  became  the  parents  of  nine  children — 
four  sons  and  five  daughters — six  of  whom  survive. 
Those  living  are  James  E.,  Sarah  J.  (wife  of  James 
M.  Chamberlain),  Isabella  (widow  of  B.  O.  Ames), 
i Nancy  C.  (wife  of  I.  H.  Brooks),  Robert  L.  and 
Samuel  W.  The  mother  died  in  1805.  in  full 
communion  with  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 

I South.  The  father  remained  a widower  until 
1SG7,  and  then  wedded  Miss  Susannah  Jones,  by 
whom  he  became  the  father  of  four  children:  Laura 
(wife  of  James  Watts),  Ferelender,  Thomas  D.  and 
John  F.  She  died  in  1S.S2,  and  lie  took  a third 
wife  in  1885,  in  the  person  of  Mrs.  Sarah  Butcher, 
widow  of  Parsons  Butcher.  He  and  wife  both,  be- 
long to  the  Baptist  Church.  The  marriage  of  our 
subject  occurred  on  December  3,  1374.  MBs  Per- 


j melia  C.  Dickey,  daughter  of  John  and  Mar- 
garette  (Grey)  Dickey,  being  the  contracting 
party.  She  was  born  on  May  N.  1851.  They  are 
the  parents  of  six  children,  only  two  of  whom  sur- 
vive, Jessie  R.  and  Permelia  C.  Thomas  A., 
Edna,  Essie  and  one  unnamed  are  deceased.  Mr. 
Chambless’  fine  farm  comprises  020  acres  of  excel 
lent  land,  and  this  he  has  -well  improved  and  un- 
i der  a high  state  of  cultivation.  He  is  a Dem- 
ocrat, politically. 

William  J.  Clark,  well  known  in  agricultural 
circles,  of  Hempstead  County,  was  born  in  Georgia, 
March  4,  1835,  a son  of  John  C.  and  Sirena 
(Straughn)  Clark,  natives  of  South  Carolina  and 
Georgia,  respectively,  the  former  born  on  August 
.25,  1810,  and  the  latter  in  1815.  They  were  mar- 
ried in  Georgia  in  1829,  and  became  the  parents 
of  ten  children — two  sons  and  eight  daughters — 
only  three  of  whom  are  now  living:  William  J., 
John  H.,  and  Nancy  J.  The  latter  is  now  the 
wife  of  William  H.  King,  a Presbyterian  minister, 
and  lives  in  Wood  County,  Tex.  The  parents 
moved  from  Georgia  to  Arkansas  in  1847,  locating 
in  Phillips  County,  where  they  made  their  home 
until  1848,  at  that  time  coining  to  Hempstead 
j County,  and  here  the  mother  received  her  final 
summons  in  1854.  She  was  a member  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  South.  The  father 
is  still  living  in  this  county  at  the  ripe  old  age  of 
eighty  years.  He  is  a member  of  the  Baptist 
Church,  having  united  wdth  that  denomination  in 
1833.  The  subject  of  this  sketch  has  been  a resi- 
dent of  this  State  since  his  twelfth  year,  at  which 
time  he  came  to  Arkansas  with  bis  parents.  Ho 
was  united  in  marriage  July  9,  1853,  with  Miss 
Amanda  E.  Moore,  a native  of  Alabama,  born  on 
June  9,  1830,  and  this  union  was  blessed  in  the 
birth  of  four  children— three  sons  and  one  daugh- 
: ter — viz.:  William  T. , Susannah  (wife  of  John  W. 
Boyett,  a prosperous  farmer  of  this  county),  Sam- 
uel B.  and  John  J.  Mrs.  Clark  died  on  November 
20,  180)1.  She  was  a member  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  South.  On  February  3.  1802, 
Miss  Susan  E.  Haze,  a native  of  Ouachita  County. 
Ark.,  born  May  2,  1847,  became  his  wife,  and 
they  became  the  parents  of  eight  children— six  sons 
and  two  daughters — seven  of  whom — five  sons  and 
two  daughters— are  still  living,  viz. : Mary  J..  James 
C.,  Aaron  P. , Robert  L. . Warren  G.,  Alexander  M. 
and  Sarah  S.  Mr.  Clark  lost  bis  wife  in  1880.  she 
dying  on  February  25.  She  belonged  to  the  Bap- 
tist Church.  Mr.  Clark  served  in  the  late  war, 
enlisting  in  Company  D.  Nineteenth  Arkansas 
Infantry,  and  served  as  commissary  sergeant  until 
1865.  He  participated  in  many  battles,  among 
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the  more  important  of  which  may  be  mentioned 
Arkansas  Post,  Mansfield  and  Pleasant  Hill,  La. 
He  surrendered  at  Marshall,  Tex.,  in  18(35,  and 
immediately  after  returned  to  his  home  in  Arkan- 
sas, and  resumed  farming  operations,  which  he  has 
since  successfully  conducted,  his  principal  crops 
being  cotton  and  corn.  He  owns  a good,  well- im- 
proved farm,  and  is  one  of  the  substantial  men  of 
this  locality.  He  is  now  serving  as  justice  of  the 
peace  of  his  township,  and  has  been  tilling  that 
otlice  since  1884.  He  is  a member  of  the  Baptist 
Church. 

Edward  Cliugan  is  a farmer  of  Mine  Creek  Town- 
■ ship.  Hempstead  County,  Ark.,  and  was  born  in  what 
is  now  Bradley  County,  Tenn. , in  1833,  to  James  and 
i Jane  (Marbury)  Clingan,  being  the  fourth  of  their 
three,  sons  and  two  daughters.  He  and  his  brother 
Jackson  are  the  only  ones  of  the  family  now  liv- 
ing. The  father  and  mother  were  born  in  Tennes- 
see and  North  Carolina,  respectively, were  married 
in  the  former  State,  and  there  made  their  home 
until  the  father’s  death,  which  occurred  in  1830, 
his  occupation  through  life  having  been  that  of  a 
farmer.  The  maternal  graudfather  was  probably 
born  in  Germany,  and  after  coming  to  the  United 
States,  settled  in  Tennessee,  where  he  followed  the 
occupation  of  a teacher.  Benjamin  Marbury,  the 
mother’s  father. was  born  in  the  Old  North  State, 
and  from  there  moved  to  Tennessee,  when  Mrs.  Clin- 
gan was  a little  girl,  and  in  1836  or  1837  took  up  his 
abode  in  Sevier  County,  Ark.,  where  he  farmed 
until  his  death,  which  occurred  in  1838,  of  small- 
pox. He  was  a deacon  in  the  Missionary  Baptist 
Church,  and  a worthy  gentleman  in  every  respect. 

1 His  widow  died  in  Howard  County,  in  1878, 
also  a member  of  that  church.  The  great-grand- 
father, Leonard  Marbury,  was  a North  Carolinian, 
i and  served  seven  years  in  the  Revolutionary  War. 
He  came  with  a son  to  Sevier  County,  Ark.,  and 
here  he  and  his  wife  died  soon  after.  Edward 
Clingan’ s mother  is  still  living  at  the  age  of  sev- 
enty-seven years.  After  her  husband’s  death,  she 
was  married  a second  time,  her  union  taking  place 
in  Sevier  County,  John  Jarman,  a North  Carolinian, 
born  in  1700,  becoming  her  second  husband.  He 
j was  an  early  settler  of  Southwestern  Arkansas,  and 
died  in  1860.  Their  union  resulted  in  the  birth  of 
three  children,  two  of  whom  are  living.  Edward 
| Clin  gan  was  reared  on  a farm  in  the  wilds  of  Ar- 
kansas, receiving  but  little  schooling,  but  at  the  age 
of  twenty-one  years  he  began  farming  for  himself, 

! and  in  June,  1861,  he  joined  the  State  troops,  and 
after  taking  part  in  the  battle  of  Oak  Hill,  he 
joined  Company  H,  Col.  Pleasant’s  regiment  of 
Arkansas  Infantry,  and  was  in  the  tights  at  Cane 
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Hill,  Helena,  Little  Bock,  Mark’s  Mill,  Mansfield, 
Jenkins’  Ferry,  and  was  at  Marshall,  Tex.,  at  the  i 
time  of  the  surrender.  He  was  married  in  1866. 
to  Louisa,  a daughter  of  Presley  and  Mary  Craig, 

I South  Carolinians,  who, after  their  marriage,  moved 
to  Hempstead  County,  Ark.,  where  the  former  died 
! in  1886,  and  the  latter  in  1884,  both  Missionary 
Baptists,  and  the  former  a worthy  tiller  of  the  soil. 
Mrs.  Clingan  was  born  in  South  Carolina,  and  be- 

<rr> 

1 came  the  mother  of  two  sons  and  three  daughters. 

A few  years  after  their  marriage  they  removed  to 
| Howard  County,  but  eight  years  later  returned  to 
' Hempstead  County,  and  for  the  past  seven  years  he 
has  been  a resident  of  his  present  farm  of  120  acres, 
two  and  one-half  miles  northeast  of  Nashville. 

He  has  always  been  a Democrat,  Buchanan  re- 
! ceiving  his  first  vote  for  the  presidency,  in  1856. 
and  he  and  his  family  belong  to  the  Missionary 
Baptist  Church,  in  which  he  is  now  a deacon. 
Jackson  Clingan,  his  brother,  is  also  a prosper- 
ous and  enterprising  farmer  of  Mine  Creek  Town- 
ship, and  was  the  third  of  his  parents’  children. 
The  educational  advantages  he  received  were 
i very  much  like  those  of  his  brother,  but  by  con 
| tact  with  the  business  affairs  of  this  life,  he 
is  considered  an  intelligent  and  well-posted  man. 

In  1853  Mary  J..  a daughter  of  John  and  Jane 
MeClinton,  of  North  Carolina  and  Virginia,  re- 
spectively, became  his  wife.  The  former,  with 
his  parents,  was  one  of  the  early  settlers  of  Hemp- 
stead County,  Ark.,  and  here  he  was  married  about 
1848,  after  which  he  removed  to  Texas,  where  he 
died  in  1850,  his  widow’s  demise  occurring  in  Sevier 
! County,  after  the  close  of  the  Rebellion.  Her 
! father,  Benjamin  Start,  was  a Virginian,  who  re- 
moved to  Louisiana,  and  from  there  to  Hempstead 
County,  Ark.,  but  died  in  Pike  County,  Ark.  Mrs. 

| Clingan’s  paternal  grandfather.  John  MeClinton, 

; was  one  of  the  very  early  settlers  of  Southwestern 
Arkansas,  from  North  Carolina,  and  passed  to  his 
long  home  in  Sevier  County.  Mrs.  Clingan  was 
born  in  Hempstead  County,  in  1833,  and  has  borne 
her  husband  twelve  children,  eight  sons  and  two 
daughters  now  living.  Mr.  Clingan  has  resided 
in  his  present  neighborhood  fifty  years,  being  one 
of  the  oldest  and  most  highly  esteemed  settlers  of 
this  region.  He  has  lived  on  his  present  farm  of 
240  acres  for  some  twenty  years,  and  has  about  1 00 
acres  under  cultivation.  He  is  a Democrat,  a mem- 
ber of  the  A.  F.  A A.  M.,  Pleasant  Valley  Lodge 
No.  30,  and  he  and  wife  have  been  members  of  the 
Missionary  Baptist  Church  since  1846.  In  Feb- 
ruary, 1861.  he  joined  Company  G,  of  the  Trans- 
Mississippi  Department,  and  surrendered  at  Mar- 
shall. Tex.,  in  1865,  and  returned  home. 
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Robert  J.  Compton  is  a farmer  of  Union  Town- 
slip,  and  this  calling  has  received  His  attention 
from  his  earliest  recollections,  for  lie  was  initiated 
into  its  mysteries  by  his  father,  who  was  a success- 
ful tiller  of  the  soil.  He  was  born  in  Lanrens  j 
District.  S.  C. . in  1828.  "His  parents,  John  and 
Martha  (Sloan)  Compton,  were  also  born  there,  and  ; 
in  this  State  the  father  died  about  1837.  his  widow 
passing  to  her  long  home  a short  time  prior  to  the 
opening  of  the  Rebellion,  the  latter  being  a mem- 
ber of  the  A ssociate  Reformed  Ch  arch.  J oh  n Comp- 
ton, the  paternal  grandfather,  was  born  in  Eng- 
land. and  prior  to  the  Revolutionary  War  emi- 
grated to  the  New  World  and  died  a farmer  of  the 
Palmetto  State.  The  grandfather  Sloan  was  born, 
reared  and  married  in  Ireland. and  after  coming  to 
America,  died  in  South  Carolina,  at  the  age  of  one 
hundred  and  fourteen  years,  an  agriculturist  by 
occupation.  Robert  J.  Compton  was  the  third  of 
a family  of  nine  children,  and  with  his  brothers 
and  sisters  was  reared  on  a farm  and  attended  the 
district  schools  in  his  youth.  His  marriage  took 
place  in  his  native  county  in  1851,  to  Nancy,  a 
daughter  of  William  and  Frances  Craig,  South  Car- 
olinians, who  came  to  Hempstead  County,  Ark., in 
1856,  and  here  spent  the  rest  of  their  days.  Air. 
Craig  was  a farmer  and  miller,  and  both  he  and 
wife  had  long  been  members  of  the  Baptist  Church. 
Airs.  Compton  was  born  in  Laurens  District,  S. 
C. , in  1831,  and  has  become  the  mother  of  the  fol- 
lowing family  of  children:  Ora  E.  (of  Howard 

County),  La  Fayette,  Lawrence  Young,  John  F. 
(of  Howard  County).  America  and  two  children 
that  died  in  infancy.  In  1856  Mr.  Compton  came 
to  Hempstead  County,  and  for  the  past  eighteen 
years  has  lived  on  his  present  farm  of  200  acres, 
three  miles  southeast  of  Nashville.  Ark.,  a fertile 
and  well-tilled  farm  that  he  has  earned  by  his  own 
unaided  efforts.  He  is  a member  of  the  Agricult- 
ural Wheel,  a Democrat  in  politics,  and  he  and 
wife  have  for  some  time  been  members  of  the  Mis- 
sionary Baptist  Church.  In  1862  Air.  Compton 
joined  Company  G,  Nineteenth  Arkansas  Infantry, 
but  while  on  duty  at  Arkansas  Post  was  captured 
and  was  kept  in  prison  at  Camp  Douglas.  Chicago, 
111.,  for  three  months.  Upon  being  released  he 
rejoined  his  command. and  was  in  the  engagements 
at  Chickamauga,  King’s  Station,  and  was  in  most 
of  the  battles  of  the  Atlanta  campaign.  From  that 
place  be  returned  home,  and  was  in  the  Indian 
Territory  at  the  time  of  the  tinal  surrender. 

Judge  Joel  D.  Conway  is  a native  born  resi- 
dent of  this  county,  his  birth  occurring  in  1846. 
and  he  has  been  so  prominently  associated  with  its 
material  progress  and  development,  both  in  pub- 


lic and  private  life,  that  brief  mention  of  him  is  j 
necessary.  His  parents,  Dr.  Joel  D.  and  Char- 
lotte (Gray ) Conway,  were  born  in  Bedford  County. 
Term.,  and  Newark.  N.  J.,  respectively,  but  were 
married  in  Washington,  Ark.,  whither  they  had 
come  about  1832.  Dr.  Conway  was  a very  suc- 
cessful physician  for  many  years,  and  was  a man 
of  excellent  general  information,  being  well  posted 
on  all  current  topics.  He  was  of  W’elsh  descent, 
and  prior  to  his  death,  which  occurred  in  Septem- 
ber, 1863,  he  had  accumulated  a handsome  fort- 
une. His  wife  died  in  August,  1861.  Upon  the 
Doctor’s  removal  to  this  State,  several  brothers 


1 William  (a  lawyer),  Robert  Henry  (a  prominent 
farmer  who  died  in  Washington),  Dr.  Thomas  (a 
successful  physician  who  died  in  Alurfreesbcro), 

I and  George  (an  able  lawyer,  who  practiced  his 
profession  in  Washington  for  some  time,  but  died 
in  Arkansas).  He  was  circuit  judge  for  some 
time  and  was  also  a member  of  the  State  Legis- 
! latnre.  They  were  all  born  in  Tennessee,  and 
were  the  sons  of  Robert  H.  Conway,  who  was  a 
: farmer  in  what  was  probably  his  native  State, 
Tennessee,  and  there  died.  The  grandfather, 
Alatthew  Gray,  removed  from  York  State  to  W ash- 
ington in  1830,  and  spent  the  rest  of  his  life  in 
i this  State,  becoming  a wealthy  merchant  and  real 
i estate  dealer.  Judge  Joel  D.  Conway  was  the 
. fifth  of  five  sons  and  four  daughters,  and  until  he 
attained  his  thirteenth  year  he  was  reared  on  a 
farm,  obtaining  a fair  knowledge  of  books  in  the 
country  schools.  In  1S64  he  left  his  home  to  join 
Company  D.  Alonroe’s  regiment  of  Arkansas 
Cavalry,  and  was  with  Gen.  Price  on  his  raid 
through  Alissouri,  Kansas  and  the  Indian  Terri- 
j tory,  surrendering  in  Texas.  After  the  termina- 
| tiou  of  the  war  he  commenced  the  study  of  law. 
was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  186/,  and  in  1868—69 
he  entered  I he  Cumberland  University  of  Lebanon, 
Tenn. , in  the  law  department.  He  has  since 
i practiced  his  profession  with  success,  and  in  1884 
! was  licensed  by  the  Arkansas  Supreme  Court  and 
later  by  the  Federal  court.  In  18/0. he  was  tax 
collector  of  Hempstead  County,  and  in  1872  served 
for  a short  time  as  special  judge  of  the  circuit 
court.  He  was  not,  however,  allowed  to  remain 
in  retirement  long,  but  in  18/4  was  called  upon  to 
represent  his  county  in  the  General  Assembly  of 
the  State,  which  called  the  Constitutional  Conven- 
tion. and  ably  did  he  discharge  the  duties  which 
rested  upon  his  shoulders.  In  1878  his  many 
friends  again  returned  him  to  the  Legislative 
halls-of  the  State,  serving  this  time  on  the  judicial 
committee.  On  December  15,  18/0,  he  was  mar- 
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ried  to  Rosa,  daughter  of  David  and  Almeda 
Block,  the  former  of  whom  was  born,  reared  and 
s petit  his  life  in  Hempstead  County,  and  prior  to 
his  death,  in  1805,  became  a wealthy  man,  having 
followed  the  occupation  of  a merchant.  He  was 
treasurer  of  Hempstead  County  for  some  years; 
was  also  a member  of  the  State  Legislature  at  one 
time.  His  father,  Abraham  Block,  was  a Jew, 
who  came  from  Europe  to  this  country  at  the  age 
of  twelve  years,  and  was  married  in  one  of  the 
Eastern  States,  coming  at  an  early  day  to  Wash- 
ington, Ark. , being  among  the  first  merchants  of 
the  town,  and  here  he  spent  the  rest  of  his  life  as 
one  of  its  most  successful  business  meu  and 
wealthiest  citizens.  He  died  in  New  Orleans 
while  there  on  a visit.  Mrs.  Conway  was  born  in 
Washington,  Ark.,  and  has  borne  her  husband  live 
sons  and  live  daughters,  she  and  live  of  her  chil- 
dren being  members  of  the  Presbyterian  Church. 
The  Judge  is  a stanch  Democrat  in  politics,  his 
first  presidential  vote  being  cast  for  Seymour  in 
1808,  and  he  is  one  of  the  wealthiest  men  in  the 
county,  beiug  the  owner  of  considerable  real  estate 
and  an  excellent  home  in  the  town,  all  of  which 
has  been  earned  by  his  own  efforts.  He  belongs 
to  the  same  family  as  Gov.  Conway,  of  Arkansas. 

Maro  S.  Cooler  was  born  in  Hancock  Countv, 
111.,  on  January  '20,  1841.  a son  of  Simeon  and 
Nancy  S.  (Chapman)  Cooley,  both  natives  of 
Connecticut,  the  former  born  in  1800.  They  were 
married  in  their  native  State,  in  which  they  lived 
until  1835,  when  they  moved  to  Illinois.  They 
were  the  parents  of  four  children — three  sons  and 
one  daughter — the  subject  of  this  sketch  being  the 
only  one  now  living.  Maro  S.  Cooley  had  the 
misfortnne  to  lose  his  parents  while  he  was  still  a 
child,  his  mother  dying  in  1844.  and  his  father  in 
1858,  and  both  receiving  their  summons  at  Quincy, 
111.  They  were  both  members  of  the  Congrega- 
tional Church.  Maro  S.  Cooley  grew  to  maturity 
in  Quincy,  111.,  and  having  been  unfortunate  in 
losing  his  hearing  at  the  age  of  six  years,  he  at- 
tended public  and  private  schools  at  Quincy,  and 
tho  Deaf  and  Dumb  School  at  Jacksonville,  111., 
where  he  made  the  acquaintance  of  Miss  Sarah  L. 
Renner,  who  has  been  deaf  and  dumb  since  her 
third  year,  and  in  1803.  they  were  married,  in  Pike 
County,  111.  She  was  born  in  St.  Louis.  Mo., 
June  25,  1840,  a daughter  of  John  C.  and  Anna 
C.  (Bowes)  Renner,  both  of  whom  where  born  in 
Germany,  the  former  in  1800.  and  the  latter  in 
1801.  They  were  members  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church,  and  died  in  that  belief,  in  Illinois.  Mr. 
Renner  in  1857,andliis  widow  in  1807.  This  name 
has  the  peculiarity  of  spelling  the  same  both  for- 


ward and  back.  Air.  and  Airs.  Cooley  are  the 
parents  of  five  children — two  sons  and  three  daugh- 
j tors — namely:  Edward  P. , Charles  C.,  Anna  I. 
(widow  of  William  Walker,  and  a resident  of  this 
county),  Alary  L.  and  Emma  S.  In  1872  Air. 
Cooley  moved  from  Illinois  to  Texas,  where  lie 
made  his  home  for  three  years,  and  then  in  1875, 
came  to  Arkansas,  and  located  near  his  present 
residence,  a fine  farm  of  100  acres  in  Hempstead 
County,  which  he  has  occupied  the  last  six  years. 
His  good  two-story  house  adds  much  to  the  ap- 
pearance of  his  place.  He  and  wife  are  both 
church  members,  he  worshiping  at  the  Methodist 
| Episcopal  Church,  South,  and  she  at  the  Presby- 
; terian.  In  his  political  views,  Air.  Cooley  is  de 
| cidedly  Democratic. 

Dr.  W.  R.  Crossett,  banker  and  druggist.  Hope, 
i Ark.  This  prominent  and  successful  business  man 
was  born  in  Tennessee  on  Alay  15,  1838,  and  is  the 
son  of  Joseph  Iv.  and  Elizabeth  (Cupp)  Crossett, 
natives,  respectively,  of  South  Carolina  and  Ala- 
bama. They  emigrated  to  Tennessee,  thence  to 
Alississippi,  and  in  1853  to  Arkansas,  locating  in 
Cotton  Plant.  St.  Francis  County,  Ark. ; thence  to 
De  \7iew.  in  Woodruff  County,  where  they  remained 
until  they  received  their  final  summons.  The  father 
was  a successful  tiller  of  the  soil,  and  was  magis- 
j trate  for  twenty-six  years  in  succession.  He  was 
the  father  of  eight  children  by  his  first  marriage, 

; and  two  by  his  second.  Dr.  W.  R.  Crossett  was 
i the  eldest  of  the  first  family.  He  came  with  his 
| parents  to  Arkansas  in  1853,  and  his  education  was 
| received  in  Tennessee.  Alississippi  and  Arkansas. 

1 He  early  became  familiar  with  the  details  of  farm 
life,  and  assisted  his  father  with  the  duties  of  the 
j same  until  1S62.  when  he  enlisted  in  the  Seventh 
Arkansas  Battalion,  and  served  until  the  close  of 
the  war.  He  began  the  study  of  medicine  at  the 
| age  of  eighteen  years,  and  graduated  when  twenty  - 
j three  at  the  Eclectic  Aledical  College  of  Alemphis, 
Tenn.  He  practiced  his  profession  at  Sulphur 
Rock,  Independence  County,  Ark.,  until  he  enlisted 
in  the  war.  After  the  surrender  he  located  at  De 
View.  Ark.,  and  practiced  one  year,  after  which  he 
I embarked  in  merchandising  at  the  same  place,  con- 
tinuing there  until  187S.  He  then  went  to  Green- 
ville. Tex.,  and  there  remained  until  1883,  engaged 
in  farming,  after  which  he  came  to  Hope,  and  has 
been  engaged  in  the  drug  business  ever  since.  He 
established  a bank  in  1887.  and  is  now  carrying  on 
the  banking  business  in  connection  with  merchan- 
dising, and  is  very  successful  in  both  departments. 
He  owns  considerable  real  estate  in  Hope,  among 
which  are  the  best  business  buildings  in  the  city. 
Air.  Crossett  was  married  in  18(19  to  Aliss  Alary 
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McMurtry,  and  five  children  were  born  to  this 
union,  two  now  living.  His  second  marriage  was 
to  Miss  Mary  Woodard,  who  bore  him  seven  cliil- 
j dren,  all  living.  Mr.  Crossett  is  a member  of  the 
Odd  Fellows  lodge,  and  is  treasurer  of  the  same, 
i The  bank  is -on-  a paying  basis,  and  does  a general 
banking  business.  Mr.  Crossett  purchased  the 
I bank  stock  in  1888,  and  their  responsibility  is  for  | 
$25,000.  He  is  the  president,  cashier,  teller  and 
book-keeper,  and  business  has  grown  from  a small 
beginning  to  an  extensive  patronage.  By  the  close 
attention  and  proper  treatment  of  customers,  Mr. 
Crossett  has  won  for  his  business  a large  amount 
of  deposits  and  collections.  ■ 

Col.  J.  R.  H.  Cummings.  Among  the  repre- 
sentative and  esteemed  citizens  of  Hempstead 
County,  no  one  is  more  deserving  of  mention  than 
Col.  Cummings,  a man  whose  residence  within  its  j 
borders  has  extended  over  a period  of  nearly  forty  j 
years  During  this  time  he  has  devoted  his  at- 
tention to  farming,  and  as  a result  is  the  owner  of 
800  acres  of  land  in  two  tracts,  all  excellent  farm- 
ing land  He  was  born  in  Limestone  County,  | 
Ala.,  in  1817,  his  parents,  Levi  and  Naomi  (Keys)  j 
I Cummings,  being  natives  of  Halifax  County,  Ya. , 
the  former’s  birth  occurring  in  1770  and  the  latter’s 
in  1 <82,  their  marriage  also  occurring  in  that 
State.  From  Virginia  they  removed  to  Lexington, 
Ivy.,  thence  to  Tennessee,  and  in  1807  to  Lime- 
i stone  County,  Ala.,  of  which  they  were  among  the 
I pioneers,  the  country  at  that  time  being  thickly 
peopled  by  Iudians.  The  mother  died  July  16, 
1819,  and  Mr.  Cummings  was  afterward  married 
twice.  He  was  of  Scotch-Irish  descent,  a farmer, 
and  died  in  1840.  Col.  J.  R.  H.  Cummings  was 
the  ninth  of  ten  children  born  to  his  parents,  and 
he  and  three  brothers  are  the  only  ones  now  living, 
the  names  of  the  latter  being  Jordan  Y.  (who  has 
been  a successful  physician  of  Memphis,  Tenn. , 
for  over  forty  years),  Malachi  C.  (a  farmer  of  Ful- 
ton, Miss., who  has  been  a member  of  the  Legislature  j 
of  that  State  several  times),  and  Levi  (a  planter  of  j 
Marshall  County,  Miss.).  After  receiving  a fair  ed- 
ucation, the  subject  of  this  sketch  began  his  own  : 
career,  and  in  1845  was  married  in  Madison,  Ala., 
to  Sophenia  E.,  a daughter  of  Levi  and  Lottie 
Donaldson,  who  were  born  in  South  Carolina  and 
Knox  County,  Tenn..  in  1797  and  1801,  respect- 
ively. In  1817  Mr.  Donaldson  removed  to  Ala- 
bama, and  was  there  married,  his  wife  having  I 
moved  thither  with  her  parents  in  1811.  The 
former  died  in  IS  <8  and  the  latter  in  1880. 
Mrs.  Cummings’  maternal  grandfather,  “John  i 
Amonett,  a Frenchman  by  birth,  was  born  in  Amelia 
County,  Ya. , and  assisted  the  colonists  in  their  ; 


struggle  against  the  mother  country  throughout 
the  Revolutionary  War.  Ho  lived  some  years  in 
East  Tennessee,  but  in  1811  moved  to  Madison 
County,  Ala.,  being  among  its  first  settlers,  and 
there  spent  the  rest  of  his  days,  a tiller  of  the  soil.  ; 
His  wife,  Bethsheba  Rodgers,  was  of  a prominent 
Tennessee  family.  William  Donaldson,  the  father 
of  Levi,  was  born  in  South  Carolina,  of  Irish  par 
ents  and  died  in  Georgia  at  the  home"  of  a son. 
Mrs.  Cummings  was  born  in  Madison  County,  Ala., 
in  1822,  and  she  and  Mr.  Cummings  removed  to 
Hempstead  County,  Ark.,  in  1851,  four  years  later 
settling  on  their  present  farm,  which  is  situated 
four  miles- southeast  of  Nashville.'  In  1894-05  he 
was  in  the  reserve  corps  as  lieutenant-colonel  of 
McNeil’s  regiment  of  Arkansas  Cavalry,  and  his 
headquarters  was  at  Camden  at  the  time  of  the 
final  surrender.  He  was  also  in  the  Florida  War 
for  about  four  months  with  Col.  JohnR.  H.  Acliu, 
of  Huntsville,  Ala.,  and  was  a participant  in  several 
skirmishes.  He  was  colonel  of  militia  in  Alabama 
in  early  days,  and  during  the  Mexican  War  was 
commissioned  captain,  raising  a company  of  volun- 
teers, but  peace  was  declared  before  he  was  called 
into  active  service.  He  was  justice  of  the  peace  in 
Alabama  for  two  years,  and  for  six  years  filled  the 
same  position  in  Hempstead  County.  Since  he 
had  the  privilege  of  voting,  he  has  always  been  a 
Democrat,  and  Van  Buren  received  his  first  pres- 
idential vote  in  1840.  Ilis  wife  is  a highly  cult 
ured  and  estimable  lady,  and  since  1S64  has  been 
a member  of  the  Missionary  Baptist  Church. 

Henry  C.  Daniel,  farmer,  Wallacebnrg,  Ark. 
Prominent  among  the  many  successful  sons  of  toil 
now  residing  in  Wallaceburg  Township  stands  the 
name  of  Henry  C.  Daniel,  who  was  born  in  Law- 
rence County.  Ala.,  on  February  11.  1843,  and  who 
is  the  son  of  James  and  Martha  (Condren)  Daniel, 
both  born  in  Alabama  in  1817.  The  parents  were 
married  in  their  native  State  in  1S33,  and  of  the 
nine  children  born  to  their  marriage,  only  five  are 
now  living:  Andrew  J.,  John  C.,  Stephanas,  and 
Emma  L.  (wife  of  D.  J.  Montgonery,  Jr.).  The 
father  emigrated  to  Arkansas  from  Mississippi  in 
1855,  and  settled  in  Hempstead  County,  where  he 
received  his  final  summons  in  1889.  He  was  a 
Royal  Arch  Mason  and  a member  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  South.  The  mother  died  in 
1885,  and  was  also  a member  of  the  Methodist. 
Episcopal  Church.  South.  Henry  C.  Daniel  came 
to  Arkansas  with  his  parents  when  but  twelve  years 
of  age,  and  his  educational  attainments  were  of 
rather  a limited  order.  On  December  28,  ls73,  he 
wedded  Miss  Cassandria  Ervin,  a native  of  Hemp 
stead  County,  Ark.,  born  February  7,  1854,  and 


' 


. 


* 

. 

■ 


HEMPSTEAD  COUNTY. 


407 


who  died  on  March  0,  1875.  Mr.  Daniel’s  second 
marriage  occurred  February  10,  1878,  to  Mrs.  Mar- 
tha E.  (Hughes)  Rhodes,  a native  of  Howard 
County,  Ark.,  born  in  1851,  and  the  daughter  of 
John  H.  and  Margaret  (Sample)  Hughes.  Mrs. 
Daniel’s  first  husband  was  William  A.  Rhodes, 
whom  she  married  in  1872,  and  who  died  on  51  ay 
5,  1874.  He  was  a member  of  the  Baptist  Church, 
and  socially  was  a member  of  the  Masonic  frater- 
nity. Mr.  Daniel  owns  a good  farm,  and  has  it 
well  improved  and  cultivated.  In  .1801  he  enlisted 
in  Company  E.  Twentieth  Arkansas  Infantry,  and 
served  until  May,  1805.  He  was  captured  at 
Vicksburg  in  1803,  but  was  held  but  a short  time 
when  he  was  paroled.  He  is  a member  of  the  A. 
F.  & A.  M. , and  in  his  political  views  is  strictly 
Democratic.  He  and  Mrs.  Daniel  are  members  of 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  South. 

A.  P.  Dyke,  real  estate  and  wholesale  beer  and 
ice  dealer,  Hope,  Ark.  This  gentleman  does  a 
very  extensive  business,  and  represents  AV.  J. 
Lemp’s  AY  e-stern  Brewery  for  Southwest  Arkansas. 
He  was  born  in  Claiborne  Parish.  La.,  in  1858, 
and  his  parents,  A.  J.  and  Drucilla  (Harper)  Dyke, 
were  natives  of  Alabama.  He  was  reared  in  his 
native  State,  received  his  education  in  the  common 
schools,  and  in  1870  came  to  Arkansas,  locating  at 
Hope,  where  he  still  resides.  He  was  but  eighteen 
years  of  age  at  this  time,  and  first  engaged  as 
clerk,  buying  hides  for  some  time.  He  next  en- 
gaged in  keeping  a fruit  stand  on  a small  scale, 
and  worked  at  this  until  he  got  a good  trade. 
After  this  he  took  up  the  beer  and  ice  business, 
and  has  since  carried  it  on.  He  commenced  a 
very  poor  boy,  without  any  means  at  all,  and  he  is 
now  in  very  comfortable  circumstances.  He  is  the 
owner  of  several  prominent  business  buildings  and 
a vast  amount  of  real  estate,  all  the  result  of  his 
energy  and  perseverance.  He  deserves  great 
credit  for  his  enterprise  and  for  the  assistance  he 
has  rendered  Hope  in  its  building  up.  He  is  a 
live  business  man  and  is  full  of  push  and  energy. 
He  was  married  in  1S75  to  Miss  Almeria  Rye,  and 
to  them  have  been  born  three  children,  Lee,  who  is 
attending  the  Baptist  University  of  Jackson,  Term., 
being  the  only  one  living. 

AVill  S.  Eakin,  attorney  at  law,  and  editor  of 
the  Washington  Press,  of  Washington,  Hempstead 
County,  Ark.,  was  born  in  Bedford  County,  Tenn., 
in  1855.  being  a son  of  Judge  John  R.  and  Eliza- 
beth (Erwin)  Eakin,  who  were  also  born  in  Bed 
ford  County,  the  former  February  14,  1822,  and 
the  latter  March  12,  1825.  After  their  marriage, 
which  took  place  in  Tennessee,  they  lived  for  some 
time  in  the  city  of  Nashville,  where  Judge  Eakin 


practiced  Jaw,  but.  in  1858  he  came  to  AVashington, 
Ark.,  where  he  made  his  future  home,  with  the  ex- 
ception of  a few  years  spent  in  Little  Rock.  Me 
received  an  education  far  beyond  the  average,  and 
besides  graduating  from  Yale  College  he  was  grad- 
mated  from  the  Montgomery  Bell  Academy,  of 
Nashville,  after  which  he  assiduously  adhered  to 
the  practice  of  his  profession  and  became  renowned 
throughout  the  State  of  Arkansas,  as  well  as  her 
sister  States,  as  a lawyer  of  ability,  sterling  integ- 
rity, sound  judgment,  and  progressive  ideas.  He 
was  elected  a member  of  the  State  Legislature, 
just  before  the  reconstruction  period,  but  at  that 
time  was  thrown  out  of  office.  In  1800  he  was 
one  of  the  electors  on  the  Bell  <fe  Everett  ticket, 
and  from  1874  to  1878.  served  as  chancellor  for 
Arkansas,  and  during  the  first,  year  was  chairman 
of  the  Judiciary  Committee,  during  the  Constitu- 
tional Convention,  which  was  held  that  year. 
From  1878  until  his  death,  which  occurred  in 
1885,  he  was  on  the  supreme  bench,  and  while 
serving  in  tins  capacity  showed  that  he  possessed 
not  only  a brilliant  intellect  but  had  heart  enough 
not  to  make  his  office  an  engine  of  inhumanity  and 
injustice.  He  was  a Whig  in  politics,  until  the 
dissolution  of  that  party,  after  which  ho  became  a 
Democrat,  but  was  strongly  opposed  to  secession. 
He  edited  the  AVashington  (Ark.)  Telegraph  for 
some  years,  during  and  after  the  war,  and  socially 
was  a very  prominent  Mason.  He  was  a Knight 
Templar,  was  high  priest  of  AVashington  Chapter, 
and  Grand  High  Priest  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  the 
State.  He  was  an  Episcopalian.  His  father, 
John  Eakin,  was  born  in  Killarney,  Ireland,  and 
at  the  early  age  of  sixteen  years,  emigrated  to  the 
New  AVorld.  to  seek  his  fortune,  and  time  showed 
the  soundness  of  his  judgment,  for  he  became  a 
wealthy  merchant  of  Tennessee,  and  was  especially 
well  and  favorably  known  throughout  Bedford 
County.  He  was  married  in  the  Palmetto  State,  but 
died  in  Bedford  County,  Tenn.,  his  widow  surviving 
him  at  the  advanced  age  of  eighty-six  years. 
Andrew  Erwin,  the  maternal  grandfather,  was  a 
commission  merchant  of  Bedford  County,  Tenn., 
for  many  years,  became  very'  wealthy,  and  passed 
from  this  life  in  1873,  when  quite  aged.  He  was 
also  of  Irish  descent.  Airs.  Elizabeth  (Erwin) 
Eakin,  was  a member  of  the  Episcopal  Chueh,  was 
a cousin  of  the  wife  of  Edgar  A.  Poe,  and  died  in 
Alav,  1885,  having  borne  a family'  consisting  of 
four  sons  and  three  daughters,  the  subject  of  this 
sketch  being  the  third  of  the  family.  The  latter 
acquired  an  excellent  education  in  the  Union  Uni- 
versity- of  Murfreesboro,  Tenn..  but  prior  to 
that  had  attended  school  in  t lie  city  of  Nashville. 
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aud  had  studied  medicine  for  some  time.  In  187  I 
he  became  clerk  in  the  chancery  court  office  of 
Little  Rock,  Ark.,  but  soon  after  began  his  legal 
studies  with  the  celebrated  law  linn  of  Garland  A 
Cockrell,  of  Little  Rock.  After  a short  time  he 
entered  a law  school  of  that  city,  and  in  the  month 
of  June,  1S7S,  was  admitted  to  the  bar.  after  which 
he  continued  to  practice  his  profession  in  that  c-itv, 
until  1880,  when  he  removed  to  Perryville.  In 
this  place  he  edited  the  Review  until  1887.  then 
came  to  Washington,  where  he  has,  in  connection 
with  the  practice  of  law,  edited  the  Washington 
Press.  He  has  served  as  special  judge  in  Perry 
County,  and  also  in  Washington,  and  was  mayor  of 
the  last  named  town  for  one  year.  He  is  a l)emo- 
crat  in  his  political  views,  and  has  been  wor- 
shipful master  of  Perryville  Lodge  No.  238  of  the 
A.  F.  & A.  M.  His  marriage  to  Miss  Mary,  the 
daughter  of  John  W.  and  Florence  A.  Harris,  took 
place  in  1SS4.  She  was  born  in  Versailles,  Kv. , 
and  has  borne  Mr.  Eakin  three  daughters.  Her 
parents  were  also  born  in  Versailles,  Kv.,  and  that 
place  continued  to  be  their  home  until  1881,  when 
they  settled  in  Perry  County,  Ark.,  where 
Mrs.  Harris  still  lives.  Mr.  Harris  was  a farmer 
and  stockman,  a soldier  in  the  Confederate  army, 
aud  died  in  1886. 

John  A.  Fley,  a planter,  merchant  and  ginner 
residing  in  Redland  Township,  was  originally  from 
North  Carolina,  where  his  birth  occurred  on  March 
J 26,  1824.  He  emigrated  from  his  native  State  to 
Arkansas  in  1844,  settled  in  Hempstead  County 
and  here  he  has  since  made  his  home.  He  was 
married  to  Miss  Martha  A.  Brown,  a native  of 
North  Carolina  (born  in  1827),  in  1842.  and  to  them 
j have  been  born  nine  children,  live  of  whom  are 
| now  living:  Lemuel  J..  William  H,  James  D., 
Missouri  A.  (wife  of  William  Daniels,  a farmer 
j living  in  this  county),  and  Mary  A.  (wife  of  W.  L. 
Bosbey.  a farmer  residing  in  this  county).  Mr. 
Eley  served  in  the  Confederate  army  during  the 
late  war.  enlisting  in  the  artillery  in  1863,  and  serv- 
ing until  the  close  of  the  war.  He  then  returned 
j home  and  engaged  in  tilling  the  soil,  which  he  has 
j continued  ever  since,  but  in  connection  has  also 
carried  on  milling  and  merchandising.  He  is  the 
owner  of  600  acres  of  good  land,  and  has  100  acres 
under  cultivation.  He  is  a member  of  the  Masonic 
order,  and  he  and  wife  are  members  of  the  Baptist 
Church,  Politically  he  is  a Democrat,  and  his  first 
presidential  vote  was  cast  for  James  K.  Polk.  He 
: is  in  favor  of  all  public  improvements,  and  is  a 

l liberal  donator  to  the  same.  He  was  justice  of  The 
peace  of  this  township  for  about  eighteen  years, 
was  postmaster  at  Hickory  Creek  post  office  from 


| 1851  until  1860.  and  was  clerk  of  the  Baptist 
; Church  for  a number  of  years.  He  was  one  of 
three  children  born  to  Lemuel  and  Nancy  (Cherry) 
Eley,  the  father  a native  of  North  Carolina,  born 
in  the  year  1702.  and  the  mother  also  a native  of 
that  State,  born  in  1811.  They  were  married  in 
North  Carolina,  and  there  passed  the  closing  scenes 
of  their  life,  the  father  dying  in  1822  and  the 
mother  in  1887.  The  latter  was  a consistent  mem- 
ber of  the  Baptist  Church.  The  parents  of  Mrs. 
Eley  were  John  and  Martha  Brown,  natives  of 
North  Carolina. 

James  W.  Ellis  was  born  in  the  neighborhood 
in  which  he  now  resides  in  1840,  and  throughout 
his  eutire  life  has  followed  the  occupation  of  farm- 
ing. Elis  father,  Lawson  M.  Ellis,  was  born  in 
! Cumberland  County,  Ivy.,  in  1808,  and  in  1832 
came  to  Hempstead  County,  Ark.,  and  was  mar- 
ried here  in  1830  to  Miss  Caroline  E.  Green,  who 
was  born  in  Bedford  County.  Tenm.  in  .1821,  and 
was  brought  to  Hempstead  County  by  her  parents 
in  1829.  Here  she  died  in  1844,  having  borne 
three  sons,  of  whom  the  subject  of  this  sketch  is 
the  eldest.  Mr.  L.  M.  Ellis  took  for  his  second 
wife  Miss  Rosanna  Sevedge,  who  bore  him  two 
sons,  but  her  death  occurred  in  Texas.  Mr.  Ellis 
made  his  home  in  Hempstead  County,  Ark.,  until 
186S,  but  he  has  since  resided  in  Texas,  a life- 
long farmer,  and  since  1833  has  been  an  ardent 
member  of  the  Methodist  Church.  IBs  father. 
Jesse  Ellis,  was  born  in  North  Carolina,  in  1 <83, 
went  to  Kentucky  in  1805,  where  he  afterward 
married,  and  there  passed  from  life  at  the  age  of 
effihtv-eight  vears.  His  father.  William  Ellis, 
came  from  South  Manchester,  England,  to  the 
United  States  prior  to  the  Revolutionary  WTar,  and 
when  that  struggle  came  up  he  became  a member 
of  a North  Carolina  regiment  and  served  through- 
out that  war.  He  was  a farmer  of  North  Caro- 
lina, and  spent  the  rest  of  his  life  in  that  State. 
The  mother’s  father,  Capt.  Littleberry  Green,  was 
born  in  North  Carolina,  was  married  in  Tennessee, 
and  in  1829  came  to  Washington,  Ark.,  where  he 
died  in  1830,  having  been  a merchant  and  stock 
trader  and  a captain  of  militia  at  one  time.  His 
wife  died  in  Washington  in  1853.  and  the  children 
born  to  them  are  also  deceased,  some  of  the  sons 
having  been  wealthy  merchants.  James  W.  Ellis, 
after  spending  his  early  life  in  following  the  plow 
and  attending  the  common  schools,  had  been  at- 
tending the  schools  of  Washington  for  twenty 
months  when  the  war  broke  out,  and  he  immediately 
put  aside  his  books  to  join  Company  E.  Fourth 
Arkansas  Infantry,  being  afterward  in  the  Army 
of  the  Tennessee.  He  was  in  the  engagements  nt 
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Richmond  (Ky.),  Murfreesboro.  Chickamauga, 
Jackson  (Miss.),  Farmington,  and  in  the  engage- 
ments Of  the  Georgia  campaign,  after  which  he 
came  home.  After  being  wounded  at  Mnrfrees-  | 
boro,  he  was  in  the  ordnance  department  for 
eighteen  months,  then  served  in  the  quartermas- 
ter’s department,  and  was  then  clerk  of  a military 
corps  of  cavalry,  holding  the  rank  of  captain  un- 
til the  close  of  the  war.  He  was  captured  at  Boon-  j 
ville,  Miss.,  in  1862,  but  managed  to  make  his  ! 
escape  the  same  day  and  rejoin  his  command. 
Upon  his  return  home  in  1805  he  espoused  Miss 
Caroline,  a daughter  of  James  and  Letty  May, 
natives  of  East  Tennessee,  who  came  to  Hempstead  i 
County,  Ark.  at  a very  early  period,  and  here  mar-  ; 
ried  and  spent  the  rest  of  their  lives,  the  father’s 
death  occurring  in  1871.  The  mother  has  resided  j 
in  this  State  and  county  for  seventy-five  years,  and  | 
is  now  eighty  years  of  age.  Her  father,  Andrew  ! 
"Wallace,  was  one  of  the  first  settlers  of  this  region, 
and  made  his  home  here  for  the  remainder  of  his 
days.  Mrs.  Ellis  was  born  near  her  present  home.  ! 
and  has  borne  Mr.  Ellis  ten  children,  five  sons 
and  three  daughters  now  living.  After  the  war 
Mr.  Ellis  was  in  the  mercantile  business  for  seven 
years  in  Washington.  Ark.,  but  in  1872  purchased 
his  present  farm  of  125  acres,  about  100  of  which 
are  under  cultivation,  situated  two  and  one-half 
miles  west  of  Ozan.  In  addition  to  his  farm  work 
he  has  also  taught  school  more  or  less  since  the 
war,  and  with  the  exception  of  four  years,  he  has 
held  the  otlice  of  justice  of  the  peace  since  1874. 
He  is  a Democrat,  Seymour  receiving  his  first  presi- 
dential vote  in  1808,  and  socially  he  belongs  to  the 
I.  O.  O.  F.,  and  he  and  wife  are  Methodists  in 
their  religions  views. 

Capt.  B.  F.  Forney,  late  a retired  merchant  at 
Hope.  Capt.  Forney,  who  was  formerly  one  of  the 
most  extensive  merchants  in  Ultima  Thule,  Sevier 
County,  was  born  in  Tennessee,  in  1834,  and  re- 
ceived his  education  in  the  common  schools  of 
Maury  County,  supplementing  the  same  by  several 
terms  at  McKenzie  College,  Tex.  While  attending 
the  last-named  institution,  the  war  broke  out  be- 
tween Texas  and  Mexico,  and  Capt.  Forney  joined 
the  Texas  army,  and  engaged  in  the  war  with 
Mexico.  He  was  mustered  in  at  Austin,  and  served 
as  a private  in  Capt.  Smith's  company  for  four 
months.  He  was  then  mustered  out  at  Austin. 
After  this  he  studied  law,  and  was  licensed  to 
practice  in  the  circuit  court  of  Paris.  Tex.,  in  1858. 
and  in  the  Supreme  Court  of  Arkansas  in  1865. 
He  came  to  the  last-named  State  in  1862,  locating 
in  Sevier  County,  and  practiced  his  profession  at 
Parad if ta  until  the  county  seat  was  removed  to  ’ 


Loekesburg.  when  he  removed  to  that  place,  and 
continued  practicing  until  1883.  He  then  went  to 
Ultima  Thule,  and  was  actively  engaged  in  mer- 
cantile pursuits  until  1885,  when  he  removed  to 
Hope,  Hempstead  County,  after  which  he  received 
a paralytic  stroke,  in  the  same  year.  He  was  mar- 
ried in  1860,  to  Miss  Catherine  A.  De  P.  Greene, 
a native  of  Arkansas,  born  in  1843,  and  whose 
parents  were  natives  of  New  York  City  and  Mis- 
souri, the  father  of  the  former,  and  the  mother, 
whose  maiden  name  was  Nancy  Holman,  of  the 
latter  State.  The  father  came  to  Arkansas  in  1840 
or  1841,  and  was  engaged  in  merchandising  at 
Koeky  Comfort.  He  died  in  1856,  but  the  mother 
is  still  living,  and  resides  in  Sevier  County.  In 
1874  Capt.  Forney  was  elected  State  Senator  from 
the  Twenty-second  District  (counties  of  Howard. 
Sevier,  Little  Iliver  and  Polk),  and  was  there 
one  term  He  was  recognized  among  the  people  of 
Hempstead  County  as  one  of  its  representative  and 
substantial  citizens,  being  held  in  high  esteem  by 
all  acquainted  with  him.  He  was  a large  land  owner, 
having  several  farms  in  this  and  adjoining  counties, 
and  up  to  the  time  of  his  affliction  was  quite  an 
active  politician,  being  a strong  adherent  to  the 
Democratic  party.  He  was  a member  of  the  Masonic 
fraternity,  and  his  wife  is  a member  of  the  Cum- 
berland Presbyterian  Church.  The  Captain  joined 
the  Confederate  army,  and  was  body-guard  to  John 
MeCollough.  He  was  first  lieutenant  of  Capt.  Ben- 
nett’s company,  and  was  on  the  east  side  of  the 
river  for  some  time.  At  the  reorganization  of  the 
Confederate  army  he  came  west,  and  while  :n  the 
service  of  the  Western  army,  participated  in  the 
battle  of  Pea  Ridge  and  numerous  skirmishes 
east  of  the  river.  The  parents  of  Capt.  Forney 
were  John  and  Luvenia  (Webb)  Forney.  The  father 
was  one  of  the  earliest  settlers  of  Maury  County, 
Tenn. , emigrating  to  that  county  about  the  same 
time  that  Col.  J.  Smith  did,  and  they  were  the  first 
permanent  settlers  of  the  same.  Mr.  Forney  was 
the  owner  of  considerable  land  and  quite  a number 
of  negroes.  However,  he  made  a specialty  of  flat- 
boating,  on  Duck  River.  He  died  iu  1848.  Capt. 
B.  F.  Forney  died  April  21),  1800,  at  his  home  in 
Hope.  Hempstead  County,  Ark.,  of  paralysis,  hav- 
ing had  the  third  stroke,  and  is  buried  in  Cave 
Hill  Cemetery,  near  that  place.  Even  time  can  not 
efface  the  recollection  of  his  worthy  career  iu  this 
locality.  His  loss  will  continue  to  be  keenly  felt, 
for  all  realize  that  a good  citizen  and  neighbor  has 
been  called  home. 

W.  Y.  Foster,  president  of  Hempstead  County 
Bank,  Hope,  Ark.  Among  the  monetary  institu- 
tions of  Hope,  the  Hempstead  County  Bank  merits 
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a prominent  place,  and  the  prosperity  and  financial 
standing  of  this  bank  place  it  among  the  most 
substantial  institutions  of  Southwest  Arkansas. 
Mr.  Foster,  the  president  of  the  bank,  is  a native 
of  Columbia  County.  Ark.,  his  birth  occurring  in 
July,  1851,  and  he  was  reared  in  Union  and  Co- 
lumbia Counties.  Ark.,  receiving  his  education  in 
Mount  Holly  of  the  former  county.  On  account  of 
the  war  and  reconstruction  interfering,  his  edu- 
cation was  rather  limited, and  being  just  old  enough 
for  farm  work,  assisted  his  father  on  the  farm  until 
twenty-one  years  of  age.  In  September,  1873.  be- 
came to  Hope,  Ark.,  this  being  the  year  Hope 
began,  and  in  December  of  that  year  embarked  in 
the  mercantile  business  with  his  father,  the  firm 
being  known  as  W.  B.  Foster  & Co.  This  contin- 
ued for  three  years,  and  was  one  of  the  first  mer- 
cantile firms  of  Hope.  In  1870  he  embarked 
in  the  hardware  business  with  a capital  of  §400, 
and  continued  until  1887,  when  he  sold  out  and 
started  in  the  banking  business, and  continued  it  as 
a private  bank  for  two  years,  doing  the  largest  busi- 
ness of  the  kind  in  this  part  of  Arkansas.  He  then, 
finding  the  business  increasing  so  fast,  organized  and 
became  president  of  the  Hempstead  County  Bank. 
Mr.  Foster  was  married  in  1875,  to  Miss  Zora 
Crowson,  a most  estimable  lady  of  Magnolia,  Ark. 
They  have  three  bright  children:  Lillie,  Charles 

and  Young.  Mr.  Foster  is  very  enterprising,  and 
has  been  foremost  in  every  move  for  the  develop- 
ment of  his  town  He  is  the  owner  of  considerable 
real  estate  in  Hope,  among  which  are  some  of  the 
best  buildings  of  the  city,  and  he  also  is  the  owner 
of  valuable  real  estate  in  Hot  Spings  and  nice 
farming  lands  near  Hope.  He  is  one  of  the  prom 
inent  men  of  the  county,  and  has  been  successful 
in  his  badness  career.  His  parents,  Dr.  W.  B.  and 
C.  A.  (McRae)  Foster,  were  natives  of  North  Car 
olina  and  Alabama,  respectively.  They  moved  to 
Arkansas  in  1841,  settling  in  Union  County,  where 
the  father  practiced  his  profession  for  some  time, 
and  went  from  there  to  Columbia  County.  Ark. 
There  his  father  cultivated  the  farm  and  practiced 
his  profession  until  1S75,  and  at  the  opening  of 
the  Civil  War  owned  a nice  land  and  negro  proper- 
ty. In  1875  he  came  to  Hope,  Hempstead  County. 
Ark.,  where  he  still  resides.  He  graduated  at  the 
University  of  New  Orleans,  and  is  a physician  of 
much  experience  ami  merit.  Mr.  Foster  is  very 
proud  of  his  native  State,  and  is  a dear  lover  of 
the  South. 

P.  C.  Frederick,  a well-known  resident  of 
Hempstead  County,  Ark.,  is  a North  Carolinian, 
born  in  1820,  a son  of  William  K.  Frederick,  who 
was  well  known  throughout  Duplin  County.  N.  C. . 


as  a successful  physician,  and  who  was  a Royal 
Arch  Mason,  dying  in  1830.  P.  C.  Frederick  was 
reared  in  Alabama,  and  although  his  school  days 
were  not  many,  what  education  he  has  was  received 
in  a private  school.  At  the  age  of  twenty-two 
years  he  began  an  independent  career,  and  remained 
in  the  State  of  Alabama  until  the  close  of  the  war. 
In  1861  he  joined  Company  G,  Thirty-seventh 
Alabama  Infantry,  and  the  first  general  engage- 
ment in  which  he  took  part  was  at  Iulca,  the  next 
at  Corinth,  then  followed  Missionary  Ridge  and 
the  Atlanta 'campaign,  being  with  Gen.  Joseph  E. 
Johnston,  who  was  trying  to  repel  Sherman  on  his 
march  to  the  sea.  Prior  to  this,  however,  Mr. 
Frederick  was  in  the  siege  of  Yicksburg,  was  capt- 
ured, but  shortly  afterward  was  paroled.  After 
the  siege  of  Atlanta,  he  returned  home,  and  for 
some  time  was  engaged  in  providing  supplies  for 
the  State  troops  of  Alabama,  but  was  afterward 
disbanded  at  Montgomery,  Ala.  In  18  <3  he  re- 
moved to  Washington  County,  Tex.,  and  in  1877 
came  to  Arkansas  and  purchased  160  acres  of  land, 
on  which  he  has  since  lived,  aud  which  yields  three- 
fourths  of  a bale  of  cottyn  to  the  acre.  His  farm 
now  comprises  640  acres,  all  of  which  is  excep- 
tionally fertile  land.  In  1886  he  raised  ninety-one 
bales  of  cotton  on  120  acres,  and  in  1883  he  had 
forty  acres  which  produced  fifty  bales.  Corn 
averages  about  thirty  bushels  to  the  acre.  In 
1853  he  was  married  to  Miss  Brice  Dickerson,  by 
whom  he  has  one  child.  Bertie,  wife  of  a Mr. 
Allen.  After  the  death  of  his  first  wife  he  was 
married  in  1870  to  Mrs.  Thayler,  nee  Benton,  of 
Alabama.  Mr.  Frederick  is  a member  of  the  A. 
F.  & A.  M.,  a Democrat,  politically,  and  has  held 
the  office  of  justice  of  the  peace,  and  has  been 
school  director  in  his  district  for  nine  years. 

J.  M.  Garner  was  born  in  Georgia,  in  1833, 
but  his  father.  Thomas  Garner,  was  a South  Caro- 
linian, a farmer  by  calling,  and  was  a participant 
in  the  Creek  and  Seminole  Indian  War.  J.  M. 
Garner  received  a somewhat  limited  education  in  a 
private  school,  but  afterward  acquired  a thorough 
knowledge  of  matters  and  events  by  contact  with 
the  world  and  by  reading.  He  remained  with  his 
father  until  he  was  twenty-two  years  of  age,  when 
he  began  doing  for  himself,  and  in  1855  was  mar- 
ried to  Miss  Isabella  Blanchard,  of  Georgia,  a 
daughter  of  a wealthy  planter  and  merchant  of 
that  State,  T.  J.  Blanchard.  Nine  children  have 
been  born  to  their  union:  Thomas  Jefferson  (who 
was  married  to  Miss  Ida  H.  Haynes),  Mollio  (wife 
of  James  Talley,  of  Texas),  John  Lucius  (who  is  a 
physician  of  Houston,  Tex. . having  graduated  from 
the  Medical  University  of  Louisville,  Ky.,  in  1887 1. 
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Margaret  (wife  of  Henry  Reece.  of  this  county), 
Emma  (wife  of  William  Rogers),  Sallie  (wife  of 
John  Card),  Lula,  Florence  and  _ Flora.  Mr. 
Garner  joined  the  Twenty-eighth  Louisiana  In- 
fantry in  1 862,  under  Capt.  Brice,  and  was  in  the 
battles  of  Franklin,  Mansfield  and  Pleasant  Hill. 
After  his  company  was  disbanded,  Dir.  Garner  re- 
tured  home  to  his  family  in  Nevada  County,  Ark.,  and 
after  remaining  there,  engaged  in  farming  for  three 
j years,  they  came  to  Hempstead  County,  and  in 
IS87  settled  on  their  farm  of  ‘245  acres,  which 
yields  from  800  to  1,000  pounds  of  cotton,  and 
from  twenty  to  twenty- live  bushels  of  corn  to  the 
acre.  Mr.  Garner  and  his  wife  are  members  of  the 
Baptist  Church,  and  in  his  political  views  he  is  a 
Democrat.  He  is  a man  who  has  made  a success 
of  his  life,  and  he  gives  liberally  of  his  means  in 
the  support  of  worthy  enterprises. 

F.  B.  Garner  has  been  familiar  with  farm  life 
from  his  earliest  youth,  and  ever  since  he  attained 
his  eighteenth  year,  he  has  been  engaged  in  rilling 
the  soil  on  his  own  responsibility.  His  birth  oc- 
curred in  Georgia,  in  1835,  and  there  all  his  early 
life  was  spent,  and  his  education,  a somewhat  lim- 
ited one,  received.  In  1855  he  concluded  to  make 
a change  of  location,  and  came  to  Arkansas,  from 
Cass  County,  Tex.,  whither  he  had  moved  a num- 
ber of  years  earlier,  and  upon  his  arrival  here,  he 
purchased  a good  farm  of  170  acres,  which  he  has 
since  devoted  principally  to  the  raising  of  cotton  and 
corn,  the  yield  of  the  former  being  about  one  bale  to 
the  acre,  and  of  the  latter  twenty  bushels.  All  other 
farm  products  can  be  raised  with  but  little  trouble, 
and  Southern  Arkansas  seems  to  be  the  laud  of  de- 
licious fruits  of  all  kinds.  Miss  Elizabeth  Porter- 
field, a daughter  of  Nelson  Porterfield,  a pioneer 
planter  of  Georgia,  who  now  resides  in  Cass  County. 
Tex.,  became  his  wife  in  1853,  and  their  union  has 
been  blessed  in  the  birth -of  a son — Nelson,  who 
married  Rebecca  Fuller,  of  Hempstead  County, 
Ark.  In  1802  Mr.  Garner  enlisted  in  the  Confed- 
erate army,  becoming  a member  of  Company  H, 
Twenty-eighth  Louisiana  Regiment,  and  was  in  the 
engagements  at  Franklin,  Mansfield,  Pleasant  Hill, 
and  numerous  skirmishes.  He  was  so  fortunate 
as  to  escape  being  wounded  or  captured,  and  fin- 
ally received  his  discharge.  He  is  a member 
of  the  Baptist  Church,  a Democrat,  politically,  and 
is  a liberal  contributor  to  schools,  churches  and 
other  worthy  enterprises.  His  father. T.  \V.  Garner, 
was  a farmer  by  occupation,  took  part  in  the  Creek 
and  Seminole  Indian  War,  and  died  in  1879,  an 
earnest,  Christian. 

Maj.  Samuel  Gibson  is  the  present  circuit 
court  clerk  of  Hempstead  County,  Ark.,  and  was 


born  in  Meriwether  County,  Ga.,  in  1838.  His 
father,  who  also  bore  the  name  of  Samuel,  was 
born  in  Newton  County,  and  was  married  to  Miss 
Winnie  Gray,  of  Meriwether  County.  In  IN  19 
they  removed  to  Drew  County,  Ark.,  but  Mrs. 
Gibson  died  while  on  a return  trip  to  Georgia,  Mr. 
Gibson,  however,  continuing  to  make  his  home  in 
this  State,  marrying  twice  thereafter.  He  was  a 
farmer  and  mechanic,  a member  of  the  Baptist 
Church,  and  was  a son  of  William  Gibson,  a Vir- 
ginian, who  died  in  Newton  County,  Ga. , where  he 
had  followed  the  calling  of  a mechanic.  Samuel 
Gray,  the  maternal  grandfather,  was  a North  Caro- 
linian. but  died  in  Georgia,  his  wife  passing  also 
from  life  in  the  State  of  Georgia  aged  nearly  one 
hundred  years.  Maj.  Samuel  Gibson  is  the  only 
one  now  living  by  his  father's  first  marriage,  but 
was  the  youngest  of  three  children  born  to  his  par- 
ents. John  A.  Gibson,  born  of  a second  mar- 
riage, now  lives  in  Drew  County,  Ark.  His  early 
educational  advantages  were  very  limited,  and  since 
attaining  his  eleventh  year  he  has  been  a resident 
of  Arkansas.  In  189(3  and  1861  he  was  the  cir- 
cuit clerk  of  Drew  County,  but  in  June  of  the 
latter  year,  he  joined  a company  in  the  Third 
Arkansas  Infantry,  and  served  with  the  Army  of 
Virginia  until  October,  when  official  duties  neces- 
sitated his  discharge.  Not  being  contented  to  re- 
main inactive  at  such  a time,  he  again  joined  the 
army  in  the  spring  of  1862,  this  time  becoming 
a member  of  the  Third  Arkansas  Infantry,  of 
the  Trans-Mississippi  Department,  and  thereafter 
operated  in  Arkansas.  Louisana  and  Texas,  par- 
ticipating in  the  engagements  at  Prairie  Grove, 
Ark.,  Mansfield,  La.,  aud  many  others,  besides 
numerous  skirmishes.  He  was  wounded  in  the 
last-named  engagement,  and  at  the  time  of  the 
final  surrender  he  was  in  Marshall,  Tex.  While 
a member  of  the  Army  of  Virginia  he  was  quarter- 
master sergeant,  and  his  first  service  in  the  Trans- 
Mississippi  Department  wTas  in  the  capacity  of 
captain  and  afterward  major.  While  in  Washing- 
ton, Ark.,  in  August.  .1864,  he  was  married  to 
Frances  B. , a daughter  of  Richard  and  Nancy 
Finn,  the  former  born  in  Baltimore,  Md. , but  re- 
moved to  Hempstead  County,  Ark.,  when  a young 
man.  where  he  married  and  spent  the  rest  of  his 
life.  He  became  well  known  as  a successful  steam- 
boat man,  but  later  turned  his  attention  to  farm- 
ing, which  calling  was  receiving  his  attention  at 
the  time  of  his  death,  he  being  killed  in  Washing- 
ton in  1854.  Mrs.  Gibson  is  a native  of  the  county, 
and  has  borne  her  husband  seven  children,  two 
sons  and  one  daughter  now  living.  Mr.  Gibson 
has  a lino  farm  of  300  acres  on  Red  River  in  Mil 
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lev  County,  and  a pleasant  and  comfortable  home 
in  Hope.  From  ISM)  to  1SS4  he  was  circuit  clerk 
j of  the  county  and  was  again  elected  to  the  position 
in  1 880,  and  was  re  elected  in  1X88  and  is  now 
serving  his  fourth  term.  He  was  reared  a W hig, 

' Breclcenridge  receiving  his  first  presidential  vote 
in  1860,  but  he  is  now  an  independent  Republican. 
He  has  been  a member  of  the  A.  F.  A A.  M. 
since  he  attained  his  majority,  taking  his  first  de- 
cree at  Montioello.  and  has  since  taken  all  the 
degrees  in  Masonry,  and  is  one  of  the  highest  in 
the  count}.  He  also  belongs  to  the  K.  of  H. . the 
American  Legion  of  Honor,  the  K.  of  P.  and  the 
1.  O.  O.  F.  Mrs.  Gibson  and  her  daughter  are 
members  of  the  Presbyterian  Church. 

.John  F.  Gilbert,  one  of  the  prosperous  agri- 
culturists of  Hempstead  County,  was  born  in  this 
county,  near  where  he  now  lives,  on  December  1 4, 
1S46,  and  is  the  son  of  John  F.  and  Sarah  (Davis) 
Gilbert,  both  of  whom  were  born  in  Tennessee, 
in  1814  and  1X24.  respectively.  They  were  reared 
| to  maturity  in  their  native  State,  subsequently 
marrying  and  immigrating  to  Arkansas  in  1831, 
locating  in  Hempstead  County,  where  they  lived 
until  their  death.  He  died  in  November,  1868,  and 
she  in  March,  1SS4.  In  early  life  the  father  was 
an  overseer,  but  he  was,  in  later  life,  an  extensive 
planter.  Both  he  and  wife  were  members  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  South,  and  both  were 
active  in  church  work,  Mr.  Gilbert  serving  as  stew- 
ard. He  was  a stanch  Democrat  in  his  political 
views.  Their  mairiage  resulted  in  the  birth  of 
twelve  children,  the  subject  of  this  sketch  being 
the  sixth  in  the  order  of  birth,  five  of  whom  are 
still  living.  The  subject  of  this  sketch  spent  his 
boyhood  and  youth  in  his  native  county,  and  at- 
tended school  at  the  Old  Liberty  school  house.  In 
November,  1863,  he  joined  Col.  Williams’  regi- 
ment of  cavalry,  in  which  he  served  until  the  close 
of  the  war.  At  the  battle  of  Mark’s  Mill  he  re- 
ceived a gun-shot  in  the  left  arm  and  breast. 
When  the  war  was  over  he  returned  to  his  home, 
and  commenced  to  farm  for  himself,  in  which  occu- 
pation he  has  ever  since  continued.  He  now  owns 
280  acres  of  good  land,  160  of  which  he  cultivates. 
On  January  10.  1867.  he  was  united  in  matrimonial 
bonds  to  Miss  Lucy  Heather,  of  this  county,  but 
born  in  Benton  County.  Ark.,  who  died  on  March 
10,  18(4,  in  her  twenty-ninth  year.  There  were 
five  children  born  to  this  marriage,  all  of  whom 
are  still  living,  viz. : Ebba  F.  (a  farmer  of  How- 
ard County.  Ark.  ),  Willie  F.  and  Johnnie  (at  home), 
Reclaim  (wife  of  Jefferson  Coleman,  a farmer  near 
Little  Rock,  Aik.),  and  Gussie  R.  Miss  Ada  J. 
Rosenbaum  became  Mr.  Gilbert’s  wife,  March  2, 


1876,  and  after  a brief  wedded  life  of  more  than 
a year  she  died.  April  22.  1877,  leaving  a little  son  - 
( leorge  W.  Mr.  Gilbert  married  his  present  wife  on 
June  6,  1880,  her  maiden  name  being  Miss  Alice  A. 
Coleman.  Her  birth  occurred  in  Mecklenburg  Coun- 
ty, Ya.  , January  18, 1 857,  she  being  a daughter  of  T. 
B.  Coleman.  Five  children  were  born  to  this  last 
marriage,  four  of  whom  are  still  living:  Beatrice, 
Maggie,  Alice,  and  Blanche  Agnes  (at.  home),  and 
James  F.  (deceased).  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Gilbert  are 
both  worthy  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  South.  Politically,  Mr.  Gilbert  is  a Dem- 
ocrat, and  socially,  belongs  to  the  A.  F.  A A M. 
and  the  County  Wheel. 

David  M.  Goodlett  is  a farmer,  stockman  and 
i member  of  the  general  mercantile  firm  of  Mitchell 
& Goodlett,  of  Ozan,  their  business  having  been 
established  in  February,  1885,  and  now  constitutes 
one  of  the  leading  firms  in  the  county.  Mr.  Good- 
lett was  born  in  Tippah  County.  Miss. , in  1840, 
and  is  a son  of  Spartan  and  Elizabeth  (McCain) 
Goodlett,  who  were  bom  in  Spartanburg  District.  S. 

I C. , and  Alabama,  respectively.  When  a young  man 
Spartan  Goodlett  went  to  Mississippi,  where  he  was 
married,  his  wife  dying  there  in  1844,  and  the 
following  year  he  moved  to  Camden,  Ark.  Here 
he  spent  the  rest  of  his  life  engaged  in  tilling  the 
soil,  his  death  occurring  in  1868.  He  had  long  been 
a member  of  the  A.  F.  & A.  M.  of  Camden,  and 
was  formerly  a Presbyterian  in  faith.  The  grand- 
father, William  McCain,  was  a farmer,  and  died  in 
; Coffeeville.  Tex.,  where  he  had  lived  since  about 
! 1845.  David  M.  Goodlett  is  the  second  of  three 
children — twro  sons  and  one  daughter — born  to  his 
; father’s  first  wife.  He  attended  the  country  schools 
I and  followed  the  plow  in  his  youth,  and  in  1859 
started  out  in  life  for  himself,  came  to  Hempstead 
; County,  and  worked  as  a farm  hand  until  the  open- 
ing of  the  war.  In  June,  1861,  he  joined  the 
Davis  Blues,  and  served  in  Northwest  Arkansas  and 
Missouri,  participating  in  the  battle  of  Oak  Hill. 
He  then  came  home  and  soon  after  joined  Company 
H,  of  the  Hempstead  Rifles,  and  was  at  the  battle 
of  Pea  Ridge,  after  which  he  served  east  of  the 
i Mississippi  River,  and  took  part  in  the  engage- 
ments at  Corinth.  Iuka  and  Port  Hudson.  After 
four  years  of  hard  service,  in  which  he  did  not  lose 
a day.  he  returned  to  Hempstead  County  and  was 
here  married,  in  January,  186 1,  to  Miss  Martha 
Reader,  a daughter  of  Daniel  and  Mary  Reader, 
who  removed  from  Alabama  to  Hempstead  County 
in  an  early  day.  and  are  still  residing  near  Bingen. 
Mrs.  Goodlett  was  born  in  this  county  and  died  in 
1883,  having  borne  a family  of  seven  children,  four 
| sons  and  three  daughters,  now  living.  Mr.  Good 
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lot t"  s second  marriage  took  place  in  1S84.  bis  wife, 
Martha,  being  a daughter  of  John  and  Susan  Irven, 
the  father  being  a native  of  the  county.  His 
parents  was  among  the  very  first  settlers  of  this 
I region.  Mrs.  Goodlett  was  born  near  Ozan,  and 
has  borne  Mr.  Goodlett  a daughter.  Since  the 
war  the  family  lias  resided  on  their  present  farm  of 
1/201  acres,  two  and  a half  miles  northwest  of  \ 

I Ozan,  and  now  have  under  cultivation  050  acres.  ! 

It  is  one  of  the  best  farms  in  the  county,  is  ex-  j 
j eellently  improved,  and  the  most  of  it  is  known  as  i 
“blade”  land,  and  is  exceedingly  fertile.  Mr.  - 
Goodlett  also  owns  interests  in  other  lands.  In  j 
connection  with  his  farm  he  operates  a good  steam  | 
i cotton- o-in  and  grist-mill,  and  the  manner  in  which  j 
I he  lias  obtained  his  present  property,  and  his  ex-  j 
ample  of  industry  and  sincere  indeavor  to  succeed  in 
life,  are  well  worthy  the  imitation  of  the  rising  gener- 
; ation.  Mr.  Goodlett  is  a Democrat,  Seymour  receiv- 
ing his  first  presidential  vote,  and  he  and  his  wife 
have  long  been  members  of  the  Methodist  Church, 
his  first  wife  having  also  been  a member  of  that 
denomination. 

Dr.  13.  F.  Hancock  is  one  of  the  leading  med- 
j ical  practitioners  in  this  section  of  the  country, 
and  was  born  in  Crawford  County.  Mo.,  in  1853, 
being  a son  of  F.  D.  and  Mary  (Spencer)  Hancock,  j 
the  former  of  whom  was  born  in  Tennessee  in 
1820.  and  the  latter  in  Missouri  in  1820.  Their 
marriage  took  place  in  Crawford  County,  Mo., 
and  there  they  are  still  residing,  worthy  citi- 
zens and  consistent  members  of  the  Methodist 
Church.  The  father  is  a farmer,  has  filled  the  of- 
fice of  justice  of  the  peace  a number  of  years,  and 
socially  is  a member  of  the  A.  F.  & A.  M.  When 
he  was  about  six  years  old  he  was  taken  by  his  j 
father,  Benjamin  F.  Hancock,  to  St.  Charles  Coun- 
ty, Mo.,  where  he  spent  the  rest  of  his  days  en- 
gaged in  farming.  The  maternal  grandfather, 
William  Spencer,  died  at  Potosi  in  Washington 
County,  Mo.  The  subject  of  this  sketch  is  the 
i fourth  of  ten  children — seven  sons  and  three  daugh- 

ters— and  in  addition  to  spending  his  life  on  a farm 
and  attending  the  common  schools  he  received  the 
advantages  of  an  academic  education  in  Crawford 
and  St.  Charles  Counties,  Mo.  Having  long  had 
a desire  to  become  a practitioner  of  the  “healing 
art”  he  began  his  studies  in  the  office  of  Dr.  X. 

C.  Hancock,  a brother,  and  graduated  from  the 
medical  department  of  the  University  of  Nashville. 
Tenn.,  in  1881,  returning  almost  immediatelv  to 
Arl  vausas,  having  practiced  a few  years  prior  to 
graduating  in  Howard  and  Sevier  Counties.  After 
his  return  he  located  at  Bingen,  where  he  lias 
since  continued  to  reside,  and  where  he  has  built  1 
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up  an  extensive  and  paying  practice  among  the 
better  class  of  citizens,  being  considered  by  all  to 
be  a skillful  and  successful  physician.  He  was 
married  in  1880  to  Miss  Sallie,  a daughter  of  Dr. 
Benjamin  F.  and  Jane  Jones,  who  were  born  and 
married  in  South  Carolina,  and  in  1870  came  to 
Howard  County,  where  they  still  live.  Dr.  Jones 
has  been  a practitioner  of  many  years'  standing, 
and  served  throughout  the  late  war  in  the  Confed- 
erate army.  His  wife  is  a Methodist.  Airs.  Han- 
cock, their  daughter,  was  born  in  Laurens 
County,  S.  C.,_and  she  and  the  Doctor  are  the  par- 
ents of  a son  and  two  daughters.  They  have  a 
pleasant  and  comfortable  home  at  Bingen,  besides 
being  the  owners  of  130  acres  of  land  in  Howard 
County  and  forty  acres  in  Hempstead  County. 
The  Doctor  is  a Democrat,  a member  of  the  A.  F. 
& A.  51. , and  his  wife  is  a Methodist. 

F.  B.  Hannah  is  a native  of  the  county,  born 
in  Washington  in  1850.  and  is  now  one  of  the 
wide-awake  and  enterprising  farmers  of  this  sec- 
tion of  the  country.  He  is  a son  of  Joel  W.  and 
Lucy  A.  (Morton)  Hannah,  natives  of  Charlotte 
County,  Ya. . where  they  made  their  home  until 
1885,  at  which  time  they  came  to  Hempstead, 
locating  in  the  southern  part  of  the  county.  He 
died  near  Washington  November  15,  1885,  at  the 
age  of  sixty- live  years,  a well-to-do  farmer.  He 
wras  a member  of  the  Legislature  about  1872,  was 
a Presbyterian  in  faith,  and  was  a son  of  George 
Hannah,  who  was  born  and  spent  his  life  in  Vir- 
ginia. Airs.  Lucy  A.  Hannah  died  February  6, 
1883,  having  been  a member  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church  for  many  years.  F.  B.  Hannah  is  the 
youngest  of  three  sons  and  three  daughters,  and  is 
the  only  one  of  the  family  now  living.  After 
spending  his  early  life  on  a farm  and  obtaining  a 
good  common-school  education,  he  began  farming 
for  himself,  at  the  age  of  nineteen  years,  an  occu- 
pation to  which  he  has  since  devoted  his  time  and 
attention.  Since  his  marriage,  which  occurred  in 
1879.  he  has  lived  on  his  present  farm,  and  owns  a 
one-half  interest  in  1,000  acres,  500  of  which  are 
under  cultivation.  His  wife,  whose  maiden  name 
was  Maggie  M.  Muldrow,  was  a daughter  of  War- 
ren A.  and  Martha  A.  Muldrow.  born  in  South  Caro- 
lina and  came  to  Hempstead  County  in  1858,  set- 
tling on  the  farm  on  which  Mr.  Hannah  is  now  liv- 
ing, where  the  father  died  the  same  year  and  the 
mother  in  18S8,  both  members  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church.  Being  a Democrat  in  politics.  Air.  Han 
nah  cast,  his  first  presidential  vote  for  Greeley  in, 
1872.  His  wife  is  a member  of  the  Presby- 
terian Church.  His  brother  Bobert  served  on 
Gen.  Fagan’s  staff  during  the  war. 
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A.  J.  Hawthorn  holds  an  enviable  place  among 
the  prominent  and  successful  farmers  and  stockmen 
of  Hempstead  County,  and  has  proven  himself  .to 
be  an  industrious  farmer  and  a law-abiding  cit  izen. 
He  was  born  in  Abbeville  District,  S.  C. , in  1833, 
and  is  a son  of  Andrew  C.  and  Mary  E.  (Banner) 
Hawthorn,  who  were  also  born  in  that  district,  the 
former  in  1800  and  the  latter  in  1805,  and  died  in 
1876  and  1884,  respectively,  being  worthy  members 
of  the  church.  Mr.  Hawthorn  was  a farmer  and 
merchant  by  occupation,  and  several  years  tilled  the 
position  of  sheriff  of  Abbeville  District,  and  after 
the  war  was  appointed  and  served  a short  time  as 
auditor  of  the  State  of  South  Carolina.  He  was 
a man  of  more  than  ordinary  intelligence,  and  was 
quite  wealthy  prior  to  the  war,  but  at  that  time 
lost  heavily.  His  parents  came  from  Ireland  and 
died  in  South  Carolina,  being  of  the  same  family 
as  Nathaniel  Hawthorn,  the  author.  William 
Barmor,  the  mother’s  father,  was  a farmer  and 
merchant,  and  died  in  Abbeville  District  when  very 
old.  A.  J.  Hawthorn  is  the  sev<  nth  of  a family  of 
sixteen  children,  fifteen  of  whom  lived  to  be  grown, 
and  after  attending  the  common  schools  he  finished 
his  education  in  Er.-kine  College.  S.  C.,  and  in  the 
year  1856  was  married  to  Linnie  A.,  a daughter  of 
Daniel  and  Allie  Pruitt,  whose  place  of  birth  was 
also  Abbeville  District,  Mr.  Pruitt  being  a suc- 
cessful agriculturist  of  that  region.  Mrs.  Haw- 
thorn was  reared  and  educated  there  and  died  in 
1877.  Airs.  Eliza  Sandifer  became  Mr.  Hawthorn's 
second  wife  in  1881.  and  they  are  now  residing  on 
the  farm  on  which  she  was  born.  She  is  a daugh- 
ter of  Elijah  and  Miranda  Ferguson,  who  were 
j born  in  Kentucky  and  Hempstead  County,  Ark., 
respectively.  The  father  was  a farmer  and  lawyer 
and  died  in  1875,  his  widow's  death  occurring  in 
j 1SS3.  Mr.  Hawthorn  became  the  father  of  eight 
children  by  his  first  wife,  three  sons  and  one 
daughter  being  now  alive,  and  by  his  present  wife 
has  had  four  children,  a son  and  two  daughters  of 
whom  survive.  In  1 856  he  removed  to  Mississippi, 
in  1859  to  Ouachita  County.  Ark.,  and  in  1868  to 
Hempstead  County,  where  he  has  for  four  years 
lived  on  his  present  farm  of  540.  acres,  being  the 
owner,  however,  of  about  800  acres,  all  told,  in 
different  tracts.  In  1861  he  joined  Company  F, 
Twelfth  Arkansas  Infantry,  but  soon  after  became 
a member  of  Company  F.  Thirty-third  Arkansas 
Infantry,  and  operated  in  the  Trans-Mississippi 
Department,  being  in  the  engagements  at  Prairie 
Grove,  Fort  Smith,  Little  Rock,  Pleasant  Hill  and 
Jenkins’  Ferry,  acting  in  the  capacity  of  orderly 
sergeant  throughout  this  time.  He  surrendered 
at  Marshall.  Tex.  He  has  been  a Democrat  all 


! his  life,  and  his  present  wife  is  a member  of 
J the  Methodist  Church,  the  former  having  belonged 
I to  the  Associate  Reformed  .Church. 

James  M.  Hendrix,  planter  and  merchant,  Wal- 
: laceburg,  Ark.  One  of  the  neatest  farms  in  Wal- 
laceburg  Township  is  that  owned  by  Mr.  Hendrix, 
j containing  539  acres  of  land,  well  cultivated,  and 
; upon  it  are,  besides  the  residence,  other  necessary 
outbuildings.  Mr.  Hendrix  was  born  in  Mc-Xairy 
; County,  Tenn. , on  December  16,  1 STS.  and  his 
; parents,  John  and  Emily  (Sauer)  Hendrix,  were 
natives  of  the  same  State,  and  both  born  in  the 
year  1828.  The  father  was  a farmer  by  occupa- 
tion and  carried  on  this  calling  the  principal  part 
: of  his  life.  He  was  married  to  Miss  Sauer,  in 
Tennessee,  in  1847,  and  the  result  of  this  union 
was  one  child  (our  subject).  The  father  died  in 
his  native  State  in  184S,  and  the  mother  emigrated 
to  Arkansas  in  1850,  and  settled  in  Hempstead 
County.  She  was  married,  the  second  time,  in  the 
last-named  year  to  Thomas  Ferrell,  of  Hempstead 
County,  and  by  him  became  the  mother  of  nine 
children,  six  now  living:  Sarah,  Laura,  Samuel. 
Hettie,  Wesley  and  Josie.  The  step-father  died 
in  1873,  and  was  a member  of  the  Methodist  Epis- 
i copal  Church.  The  mother  is  a member  of  the  same 
i church.  James  M.  Hendrix  was  married  in  Hemp- 
! stead  County,  Ark.,  in  .1868,  to  Miss  Mary  Willis, 
a native  of  Mississippi,  and  the  fruits  of  this  union 
were  seven  children,  live  now  living:  John  W. , 

I Catherine,  Martin,  Thomas  and  Mattie.  Mrs. 

Hendrix  died  in  1882.  She  was  a member  of  the 
; Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  In  1SS3  Mr.  Hen- 
| drix’s  second  marriage,  to  Miss  Yira  Bolt,  was  con- 
| Biimmated,  and  they  became  the  parents  of  four 
j children,  three  now  living:  Rosev,  Roy  H.  and 
Henry  G.  Mrs.  Hendrix  was  born  in  Pike  County. 
Ark.,  in  1801,  and  is  a member  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church.  Mr.  Hendrix  commenced  mer- 
< chandising  in  1887,  and  is  doing  quite  well  at  his 
business.  Politically  he  is  Democratic. 

Capt.  Henry  B.  Holman  is  the  well-known  in- 
cumbent of  the  sheriff  and  collector's  office  of 
Hempstead  County,  Arlc.,  a position  he  has  tilled 
I by  re-election  since  1886.  He  first  saw  the  light 
of  day  in  Little  River  County,  Ark.,  in  1842.  His 
parents,  Hon.  William  Holman  and  Mary  (Stuart) 
Holman,  having  been  born  in  Missouri  in  1815, 
and  Hempstead  County,  Ark.,  in  1823,  respectively. 
Mr.  Holman  grew  up  in  Hempstead  County,  and 
with  the  exception  of  seven  years  spent  in  Cali- 
fornia, engaged  in  mining,  from  1849  to  1855,  he 
has  resided  in  Southwest  Arkansas,  and  is  now  one 
of  the  leading  planters  of  Little  River  County,  and 
represented  the  same  in  the  General  Assembly  of 
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t h<‘  State  in  1 868-0'. ).  His  father.  James  Holman, 
was  a Kentuckian,  who  became  an  emigrant  to  Mis- 
souri. and  in  ISIS  settled  in  Hempstead  County. 
Ark.  Still  later  he  removed  to  Paris,  Tex.,  and 
at  one  time  owned  nearly  all  the  land  on  which 
the  town  is  situated,  dying  near  that  place  a few 
years  since  at  quite  an  advanced  age.  He  was 
also  a member  of  the  Arkansas  Legislature,  it  being 
a Territory  at  that  time,  and  lie  was  closely  con 
nected  with  the  early  history  of  the  State.  Joel 
Stuart,  the  mother's  father,  was  born  on  Blue 
Grass  soil,  and  about  ISIS  removed  to  Hempstead 
County,  Ark.,  where  the  remainder  of  his  life  was 
spent  in  tilling  the  soil,  becoming  during  this  time 
very  widely  known  and  highly  respected.  His  wife 
I died  a few  years  ago  aged  eighty  six  years.  Mrs. 
Mary  (Stuart)  Holman  died  when  the  subject  of  this 
sketch  was  small,  and  her  husband  afterward  mar- 
ried a Miss  Euquay.by  whom  lie  had  nine  children. 
When  he  went  to  California  he  left  his  son.  Henry  B. 
with  an  aunt,  Mrs.  Brown,  by  whom  he  was  reared. 
He  was  first  sent  to  the  country  schools,  but  later 
obtained  a good  education  in  the  schools  of  Cane 
Hill,  Ark.,  but  in  1861  put  aside  his  books  to  take 
1 up  arms  in  defense  of  the  cause  he  espoused,  and 
served  in  Company  G.  Second  Arkansas  Infantry, 
and  later  served  in  the  Trans-Mississippi  Depart- 
ment until  after  the  battle  of  Elkhorn,  after  which 
he  wras  transferred  to  east  of  the  Mississippi  River, 
and  was  in  the  engagements  of  Corinth,  Richmond. 

M urfreesboro,  Jackson.  Chickamauga,  and  was  all 
through  the  Georgia  and  Atlanta  Campaign.  After 
the  fall  of  Atlanta  he  was  sent  home  on  recruiting  i 
services,  and  was  here  discharging  his  duties  when 
the  news  of  the  final  surrender  reached  him.  Just 
before  the  battle  of  Murfreesboro  he  was  made 
lieutenant,  a position  he  held  until  the  close  of  the 
war.  although  for  about  one  year  he  commanded 
his  company,  and  was  wounded  in  the  battles  of 
Oak  Hill  and  Resaca.  In  1804  he  married  Lucy, 
a daughter  of  Hon.  Joel  and  Lucy  McKean,  natives 
of  Tennessee,  their  marriage  also  taking  place  in 
that  State,  but  in  an  early  day  they  came  to  Sevier 
County,  where  they  spent  the  rest  of  their  lives  en- 
gaged in  farming.  Mr.  McKean  represented  Se- 
vier County  in  the  General  Assembly  of  the  State 
several  times,  and  was  well  and  favorably  known 
throughout  this  region.  Mrs.  Holman  was  born 
in  Sevier  County,  and  died  in  1808.  Mr.  Holman's 
second  marriage  took  place  in  1872.  his  wife,  Lou 
Bronson  by  name,  being  born  in  Columbus,  Ark., 
and  died  in  1873.  Her  father,  Dr.  Robert  Bron- 
son, was  a Tennesseean,  an  early  settler  of  Colurcu 
oils,  and  i.ow  lives  in  California,  practicing  his 
profession.  Mr.  Holman’s  marriage  to  Miss  Mary 


Stuart,  his  cousin,  took  place  in  1877,  she  being  a 
daughter  of  A.  O.  and  Sarah  Stuart.  She  and  her 
parents  were  born  in  Hempstead  County.  Mr. 
Holman  has  two  sons  and  one  daughter  by  his 
> last  wife.  He  resided  in  Sevier  County  until  after 
! the  death  of  his  second  wife,  then  removed  to  Ful- 
ton. where  he  followed  mercantile  pursuits  for  four 
years,  coming  in  1878  to  Washington,  and  followed 
the  same  calling  until  1885.  He  is  perhaps  the  i 
most  extensive  planter  in  the  couuty,  for  he  culti- 
vates about  2,700  acres  of  land,  being  the  owner 
of  5,800  acres  in  all.  He  is  a Republican,  a K.  of 
H. . and  he  and  wife  are  Episcopalians. 

Hon.  J.  T.  Holt.  It  was  in  1847  that  Mr.  Holt 
became  a resident  of  Hempstead  County,  Ark. , 
having  come  here  with  his  parents  from  Wilson 
County,  Term.,  where  he  was  born  in  1840.  In 
this,  his  adopted  county,  he  learned  the  rudiments 
of  farm  life,  and  since  reaching  a proper  age,  has 
given  his  entire  time  and  attention  to  the  pursuit 
of  this  calling,  and  has  met  with  more  than  aver- 
age success.  His  parents,  Jesse  W.  aud  Harriet 
C.  (Gregory)  Holt,  were  born  in  W ilson  County, 
Tenn. , and  Mecklenburg  County,  Va.,  in  1810  and 
and  1810,  respectively,  and  the  latter,  when  very 
small,  was  taken  by  her  parents  to  Wilson  County, 
Tenn.,  where  she  grew  to  womanhood  and  married 
Mr.  Holt.  After  coming  to  Arkansas,  they  settled 
on  a farm  in  Mine  Creek  Township,  Hempstead 
County,  and  here  the  father,  who  was  a worthy 
Christian,  and  a member  of  the  A.  E.  & A.  M. , 
Pleasant  Valley  Lodge  No.  30,  of  Nashville,  of 
which  he  w'as  treasurer  for  some  years,  passed 
from  life,  in  1807,  his  widow  still  surviving  him.  He 
was  a son  of  Jesse  Holt,  w'ho  was  born,  reared  and 
married  in  North  Carolina,  moving  from  there  to 
i Wilson  County,  Tenn.,  where  he  died  in  1845, 
having  been  a successful  farmer,  a member  of  the 
Missionary  Baptist  Church,  and  a soldier  in  the 
j War  of  1812.  The  grandfather,  John  Gregory, 

I was  born  in  Mecklenburg  County,  Va.,  but  about 
j 1810  removed  to  Wilson  County,  Tenn.,  and  was 
j there  thrown  from  a horse  aud  killed,  when  Mrs. 
j Holt  was  about  three  years  of  age.  His  widow  died 
some  four  years  later,  and  Mrs.  Holt  was  left  an 
i orphan  at  the  tender  age  of  seven  years.  Mr. 

| Gregory  was  a school  teacher,  and  was  returning 
; from  a school  which  he  was  then  teaching  at  the 
; time  of  his  death.  J.  T.  Holt  was  the  second  of 
seven  children,  three  sons  and  one  daughter  now 
living,  and  after  obtaining  a common-school  edu- 
cation  and  acquiring  a fair  knowledge  of  farming, 
lie  began  for  himself,  at  the  ago  of  nineteen  years. 

1 and  in  1851J  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Cas- 
! sandra  L.  C. , a daughter  of  William  H.  C.  and 
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Repcy  Johnson,  who  wore  born  in  North  Carolina 
and  West  Tennessee,  respectively.  In  1853  they 
emigrated  to  Hempstead  County,  Ark.,  but  Mrs. 
Johnson  died  in  Sevier  County,  in  185S,  and  Mr. 
Johnson  in  Texas,  in  RSSO,  having  been  a farmer 
and  teacher  by  occupation  and  justice  of  the  peace 
for  several  years.  Mrs.  Holt  was  born  in  Tennes- 
see, in  1840.  and  died  in  Arkansas,  in  1874,  having 
borne  six  children — live  sons  and  one  daughter. 
Mr.  Holt’s  second  marriage  took  place  in  1874,  his 
wife  being  Addie  A.,  daughter  of  A.  L.  and  Martha 
Pickens,  all  natives  of  Fayette  County,  Tenn.,who 
removed  to  Hempstead  County.  Ark.,  in  1851,  and 
later  to  Sevier  County,  where  Mrs.  Pickens  died, 
still  survived  by  her  husband,  who  is  now  seventy - 
three years  of  age  and  a farmer.  AA'hen  first  married, 
Mr.  Holt  lived  near  Nashville  a few  years,  but  in 
1809  moved  to  his  present  farm  of  410  acres,  of 
J which  over  200  acres  are  under  cultivation.  In 
| June,  1861,  he  joined  the  State  troops,  and 'during 
a four  months’  service  under  Col.  Dockery,  he  was 
in  the  Oak  Hill  light.  In  June,  1802,  he  became 
a member  of  Company  I,  Nineteenth  Arkansas  In- 
fantry, but  was  captured  at  Arkansas  Post,  in  Jan- 
uary, 1803,  and  was  imprisoned  at  Camp  Douglas, 
Chicago,  111.,  for  three  months,  after  which  he  was 
taken  to  City  Point,  Va. , and  was  paroled.  He  soon 
after  joined  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee,  and  was 
at  Chickamauga.  where  he  was  wounded  and  fur- 
loughed home.  After  his  recovery  he  became  a 
member  of  Company  D.  of  Monroe's  regiment  of 
cavalry,  and  was  with  Price  on  his  raid  into  Mis 
souri,  but  was  taken  sick  while  in  the  southeastern 
j portion  of  the  State,  after  which  he  returned  home. 
He  could  not  long  remain  inactive,  however,  and 
upon  recovering,  he  became  a member  of  Col. 
Fagan’s  cavalry  command,  and  was  in  a number 
of  skirmishes  in  Arkansas,  until  Price  returned  to 
Arkansas,  when  he  again  became  one  of  his  men, 
j and  served  with  him  until  the  close  of  the  war. 

! He  was  formerly  a Whig,  his  first  presidential  vote 
being  cast  for  Dell,  iu  I860,  but  he  is  now  a stanch 
Democrat,  and  an  active  worker  for  his  party, 
i After  filling  the  office  of  justice  of  the  peace  for 
some  years,  he  was  elected  to  iepresent  Hempstead 
County  iu  the  State  Legislature  in  1886.  and  served 
on  the  following  committees:  State  charitable  in- 

stitutions, public  buildings  and  emigration.  Dur- 
ing the  session  of  1889  he  was  door-keeper  of  the 
Senate.  He  has  belonged  to  Pleasant  Valley  Lodge 
No.  30,  A.  F.  A A.  M. , of  Nashville,  since  1863. 
and  for  the  past  ten  years,  with  the  exception  of  two 
years,  he  has  been  worshipful  master,  having  been 
senior  deacon  prior  to  that  time.  Himself  and  wife 
are  worthy  members  of  the  Missionary  Baptist 


Church,  he  having  been  a member  in  good  stand- 
ing since  twelve  years  of  age,  and  a deacon  since 
1868.  He  is  the  father  of  fourteen  children — seven 
sons  and  seven  daughters-  all  of  whom  are  now 
living  except  two  daughters. 

James  H.  Holt  has  been  a resident  of  Hemp 
j stead  County,  Ark.,  since  1847,  and  since  reaching 
; a proper  ago  has  identified  himself  with  the  agri- 
j cultural  interests  of  this  region.  His  birth  oc- 
curred in  AVilson  County,  Tenn.,  in  1843.  his 
father,  Jesse  W.  Holt,  being  also  born  there  in 
1810,  but  his  mother,  whose  maiden  name  wTas 
Harriet  C.  Gregory,  was  born  in  Mecklenburg 
J County,  Ara.,  in  1816,  being  taken,  at  the  age  of 
three  years,  to  AVilson  County,  Tenn.,  where  she 
met  and  married  Air.  Holt,  their  union  taking 
place  in  1837.  Upon  their  removal  to  Arkansas 
they  purchased  the  farm  on  which  the  subject  of 
i this  sketch  is  now  living,  and  here  Air.  Holt  spent 
' the  rest  of  his  life,  dying  in  1867.  a member  of  the 
Alissionary  Baptist  Church  for  many  years.  He 
was  a school  commissioner  in  Tennessee  and  Ar- 
kansas, was  a member  of  Pleasant  Valiev  Lodge 
No.  30.  of  the  A.  F.  & A.  Al. , of  Nashville,  was 
treasurer  of  his  lodge  for  a number  of  years,  and 
by  occupation  was  a successful  farmer.  His 
j father,  who  also  bore  the  name  of  Jesse,  was  a 
| North  Carolinian,  and  came  with  his  parents  to 
! Tennessee,  where  he  married  and  spent  the  rest  of 
his  life,  his  death  occurring  in  Alarch.  1844.  He 
was  in  one  of  the  Indian  wars,  and  took  part  in 
the  battle  of  Horseshoe  Bend.  His  father,  Jesse 
Holt  by  name,  wras  of  Irish  parentage,  and  died  in 
AVilson  County,  Term.,  having  been  a soldier  in 
the  Revolutionary  W ar.  The  grandfather.  John 
Gregory,  was  born  in  Mecklenburg  County.  Va. . 
was  reared  and  married  there,  and  when  Airs.  Holt 
was  three  years  of  age  removed  to  AVilson  County, 
j Tenn.,  where  he  followed  the  occupation  of  a 
school  teacher,  but  was  killed  in  1820  by  being 
thrown  from  a horse.  Richard  Gregory,  his  j 
father,  was  of  Scotch  descent  and  a Virginian. 
Airs.  Holt’s  maternal  grandfather  was  born  on  the 
Atlantic  Ocean  while  his  parents  were  en  route 
from  Dublin,  Ireland,  to  Nova  Scotia  in  1786. 

He  was  married  in  Virginia,  became  a Alissionary 
Baptist  minister,  and  died  when  250  miles  from 
home  while  filling  one  of  his  appointments.  His 
parents,  Samuel  and  Leeran  Greath.  were  natives 
of  Dublin,  Ireland,  the  former  becoming  a soldier 
in  the  Revolutionary  War  after  coming  to  America. 

At  the  breaking  out  of  the  war  he  was  living  in 
Nova  Scotia,  but  declared  himself  a friend  to  the 
cause  of  the  colonists,  and  for  this  was  dragged  to 
Halifax  and  was  imprisoned  for  seven  years,  his 
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solo  diet  during  this  time  consisting  of  moldy 
bread.  After  bis  release  he  was  given  twenty  days 
to  leave  the  country.  He  left  a fine  farm  compris- 
ing 500  acres,  and  went  to  New  York,  and  spent 
the  rest  of  his  life  in  the  United  States.  While  in 
prison  his  wife  had  to  support  herself  and  her  four 
small  children,  and  nobly  did  she  perform  her  du- 
ties. The  immediate  subject  of  this  sketch,  James 
If.  Holt.  was  the  second  of  four  sons  and  three 
daughters,  three  sons  and  one  daughter  now  liv- 
ing,  and  his  early  days  were  spent  on  a farm  and 
in  attending  the  common  schools  near  his  home. 
In  ISO  1 he  joined  Company  I,  Nineteenth  Arkan- 
sas Infantry,  State  Troops,  and  for  the  first  year 
served  in  Northern  Arkansas  and  Missouri,  after 
which  he  joined  the  Tegular  Confederate  service, 
and  was  captured  at  Arkansas  Post  in  January, 
1803.  He  was  imprisoned  at  Camp  Douglas,  111., 
i for  five  months,  after  which  he  was  taken  to  City 
Point,  Ya. , exchanged,  and  then  joined  the  Army  of 
the  Tennessee,  participating  in  the  engagements  at 
Chickamauga,  Missionary  Ridge,  Ringgold  Gap, 
Resaca  and  New  Hope  Church,  being  wounded  in 
the  last-named  engagement,  and  furloughed  home, 
after  which  he  served  on  post  duty  at  Pulton,  j 
Ark.,  until  the  close  of  the  war.  After  his  return 
home  he  was  married  in  1806  to  Margaret  E.,  j 
daughter  of  Simpson  and  Isabella  Hutchinson, 
who  were  born  and  married  in  South  Carolina. 
About  1857  they  removed  to  Pike  County,  Ark., 
and  here  the  father  died  in  18S6,  his  wife  having 
passed  to  her  long  home  in  1882,  he  a Methodist 
and  she  a member  of  the  Presbyterian  Church. 
Mrs.  Holt  was  born  in  South  Carolina,  and  died  in 
1S82,  a Baptist,  having  borne  seven  sons,  six  of 
whom  are  living.  Mr.  Holt’s  second  marriage 
took  place  in  1884,  to  Mrs.  Sallie  E.  Gam- 
ble, a daughter  of  William  C.  and  Rebecca  A. 
Goodlett,  born,  respectively,  in  South  Carolina 
and  Alabama,  their  marriage  taking  place  in  Oua- 
chita County,  Ark.,  where  they  also  died,  the 
mother  in  1803  and  the  father  soon  after  the  close 
of  the  war.  Mrs.  Holt  was  born  in  this  county, 
and  has  borne  Mr.  Holt  three  children,  a sou  and 
daughter  living.  Since  four  years  of  age  Mr. 

1 Holt  has  lived  on  his  present  farm,  which  com- 
prises 515  acres,  200  of  which  are  under  cultiva- 
tion. For  thirteen  years  he  has  been  a school  di- 
rector, and  in  his  political  views  is  a Democrat. 
He  belongs  to  Pleasant  Yalley  Lodge  No.  30  of  the 
A.  F.  Sc  A.  M. , at  Nashville,  and  he  is  also  a mem- 
ber of  the  Farmers'  Alliance,  and  has  been  a 
member  of  the  Missionary  Baptist  Church  for  over- 
thirty  years.  His  wife  belongs  to  the  Cumberland 
Presbyterian  Church. 
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David  W.  Holt  is  industriously  engaged  in  fill- 
ing his  farm  of  500  acres,  which  is  situated  five 
miles  northeast  of  Washington  on  the  old  lriili 
tary  road,  about  220  acres  of  which  are  under  culti- 
vation. Mr.  Holt  was  born  in  Alamance  County, 
N.  C.,  in  1840,  his  parents,  Judge  Milton  T.  and 
Martha  A.  (Mebane)  Holt,  being  also  born  there, 
the  former  in  January,  IS  17,  and  the  latter  in  De- 
cember, 1822,  their  marriage  taking  place  in  that 
State  also, where  they  made  their  home  until  1851. 
when  they  came  to  Hempstead  County,  Ark.,  and 
took  up  their  residence  on  the  farm  on  which  the 
subject  of  this  sketch  is  now  living,  and  where  the 
mother  still  lives.  Mr.  Holt  died  in  1808,  having 
been  an  industrious  farmer  and  a man  of  consider- 
able prominence  throughout  the  county.  Between 
1855  anil  1S00  he  served  as  county  and  probate 
judge,  and  from  1805  until  his  death  tilled  the  po- 
sition of  county  sheriff.  He  was  a prominent  Ma- 
son, and  a son  of  William  Holt,  who  died  in  Ala- 
mance County,  N.  C. , a farmer  by  occupation,  and 
of  German  descent.  The  maternal  grandfather. 
David  Mebane,  was  a farmer,  and  died  in  the  Old 
North  State.  David  W.  Holt  is  one  of  live  sur- 
viving members  of  a family  of  seven  children, 
and  his- youth  and  early  manhood  were  spent  on  a 
farm  in  Hempstead  County,  he  receiving  a fail- 
knowledge  of  books  in  the  common  schools  near  his 
home.  In  1S02,  when  but  sixteen  years  of  age,  be 
joined  the  Arkansas  State  troops,  but  after  a serv- 
ice of  six  months  he  joined  Company  H,  Tenth 
Arkansas  Cavalry,  and  operated  in  the  Trans-Mis- 
sissippi Department  until  the  close  of  the  war,  the 
latter  part  of  his  service  being  in  the  capacity  of 
orderlv  sergeant.  He  was  in  the  engagment  at 
Mark's  Mill,  Poison  Springs,  Elkins’  Ferry,  besides 
numerous  others,  and  was  disbanded  with  his  com- 
pany at  Washington.  In  1870  he  was  married  to 
Mattie  S.,  a daughter  of  Prof.  William  A.  and  Edith 
Banks,  Virginians,  the  mother  dying  in  that  State. 
Prof.  Banks  married  again  in  Virginia,  and  in 
1809  came  to  Hempstead  County,  Ark.  He  has 
made  teaching  his  life-long  calling,  has  taught 
some  years  in  St.  John's  College,  Little  Rock,  and 
is  now  principal  of  the  public  schools  of  Bryan. 
Tex.  Mrs.  Holt  was  born  in  Virginia,  and  her 
union  with  Mr.  Holt  has  resulted  in  the  birth  of 
three  sons  and  three  daughters.  Mr.  Holt  has 
been  a Democrat  "since  he  attained  his  majority, 
although  he  was  reared  a Whig,  and  Seymour  re- 
ceived his  first  presidential  vote.  He  belongs  to 
the  I.  O.  O.  F.,  Ozan  Lodge  No.  10  of  Washing- 
ton, the  K.  of  H..  and  he  and  wife  are  Presbyte- 
rians, he  being  an  elder  in  that  church. 

Albert  Honeycutt,  planter.  Garland  Township, 
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Hempstead  County.  In  compiling  a history  of 
Hempstead  County,  together  with  its  most  promi- 
nent citizens,  we  must  not  fail  to  give  a brief  out- 
line of  the  life  of  Mr.  Honeycutt,  who  has  been 
classed  among  the  most  successful  agriculturists  of 
Hempstead  County  for  so  many  years.  Originally 
from  Alabama,  he  was  born  on  November  12,  1825, 
and  is  a son  of  John  and  Cady  (Watson)  Honey- 
cutt, natives  of  North  Carolina  and  South  Carolina, 
respectively.  Their  marriage  occurred  about  1808, 
and  resulted  in  the  birth  of  nine  children — five 
sons  and  four  daughters— three  of  whom  only  are 
now  living,  viz.  : Albert  (our  subject),  Alvine,  and 
Mary  '(the  wife  of  David  Calk,  living  in  Union 
Parish,  La.).  The  father  was  a blacksmith  by 
trade,  and  followed  that  occupation  all  his  life.  In 
1848  he  emigrated  to  Louisiana,  and  made  his 
home  there  until  his  death,  which  occurred  in 
1885.  The  faithful  companion  of  his  life  survived 
his  death  but  two  years,  passing  away  in  1857. 
Early  in  life  they  had  united  with  the  Baptist 
Church,  and  at  their  death  were  firm  believers  in 
the  doctrines  expounded  by  that  denomination,  i 
The  subject  of  this  biographical  sketch  was  united 
in  marriage  in  Mississippi,  in  1850,  to  Miss  Re- 
beeca  E.  Mounk.  a native  of  that  State,  born  in 
1882,  by  whom  he  became  the  father  of  four  chil- 
dren, all  of  whom  died  in  infancy.  He  was  called 
upon  to  mourn  his  wife,  who  died  in  1855,  after  a 
brief  wedded  life  of  only  live  years.  She  was  a 
member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  South. 
Mr.  Honeycutt's  marriage  to  his  present  wife  was 
consummated  in  1857.  Miss  Elizabeth  J.  Anderson 
being  the  interested  party.  She  was  born  in  Ala 
bama  in  1833,  and  was  a daughter  of  John  and 
Celia  (Ceal)  Anderson.  This  union  was  blessed 
with  five  children — four  of  whom  still  live,  viz.  : 
Joseph  G.,  Celia  C.  (now  the  wife  of  Thomas 
Hartsfield,  a successful  farmer  of  this  county), 
Obedia  (now  the  wife  of  La  Fayette  Cole,  a farmer 
of  Nolen  Township,  this  county),  and  Tobin  B. 
Mattie  is  deceased.  Mr.  Honeycutt  emigrated  from 
Mississippi  to  Louisiana  in  134  i.  thence,  in  1870, 
to  Arkansas,  taking  up  his  residence  in  this  county, 
where  he  has  made  liis  home  ever  since.  He  owns 
a tine,  well  improved  farm,  and  is  one  of  the 
prominent  and  substantial  agriculturists  of  this 
section.  He  was  a soldier  in  the  Mexican  War, 
and  also  in  the  Civil  War,  enlisting  in  the  latter  in 
February,  1802,  in  Company  D,  Fourth  Louisiana 
Battalion,  in  which  he  served  until  the  close  of  the 
war,  in  1805.  In  political  views  he  affiliates  with 
the  Democratic  party,  and  both  he  and.  wife  are' 
members  of  the  Baptist  Church,  and  have  been 
identified  with  t liis  denomiuat ion  a number  of  vears. 


James  M.  Hubbard,  a well-to-do  planter  of 
Noland  Township,  was  born  in  Caswell  County, 
N.  C.,  April  10.  1840.  His  father,  James  Hubbard, 
was  born  in  North  Carolina,  in  1814,  and  was 
married  in  that  State  in  1830,  to  Miss  Artamesa 
B.  Grant,  and  they  became  the  parents  of  six 
children — four  sons  and  two  daughters — only  three 
of  whom  are  now  living,  viz.:  James  M.  (the  sub- 
ject of  this  sketch).  Mary  A.  (wife  of  J.  W.  Thomp- 
son. a prosperous  farmer  of  Nevada  County,  Ark. ), 
and  Sarah  J.  (wife  of  Dr.  J.  A.  Searcy,  a practic- 
ing physician  of  Buckner,  Columbia  County,  Ark). 
They  made  their  home  in  North  Carolina,  and  in 
1849  the  father  received  his  final  summons.  After 
his  death  his  widow  came  to  Arkansas,  settling  in 
this  county  in  1853,  and  the  following  year  con- 
tracted a second  marriage,  with  Joseph  McKillian, 
of  Hempstead  County.  She  passed  away  in  1880, 
in  full  communion  with  the  Presbyterian  Church. 
James  Ah  Hubbard  came  to  Arkansas  with  his 
mother  in  1853,  and  engaged  in  tilling  the  soil  in 
this  county.  He  was  united  in  matrimonial  bonds 
in  this  county  in  1807  with  Miss  Annette  11.  Wal- 
ton. daughter  of  John  B.  and  llebecca  (Harrell) 
Walton,  born  in  Alabama,  October  1 5,  1839.  They 
are  the  parents  of  six  children— four  sons  and  two 
daughters— namely : Ida  M.  (wifeof  G.W.  Gordon, 
a farmer  of  Nevada  County),  Albert  S.,  Joseph  L., 
Ada  A.,  William  Ah.  Arthur  W.  Airs.  Hubbard 
died  on  December  13,  1880,  and  on  Alay  24, 
1888,  Air.  Hubbard  took  a second  wife,  wedding 
Aliss  Alinnie  E.  Sanders,  a native  of  Nevada 
County,  born  in  1805,  who  died  Alay  0,  1889, 
leaving  one  child,  Alinnie  AI. — since  deceased.  In 
1801  Air.  Hubbard  enlisted  in  Company  B,  Fourth 
Arkansas  Infantry,  and  served  the  Confederate 
cause  until  the  close  of  the  war,  returning  home 
in  1805.  He  is  now  engaged  in  tilling  his  farm, 
which  comprises  240  acres  of  good  land,  well  im- 
proved. and  very  valuable.  His  principal  crops  are 
cotton  and  corn,  oats,  etc.  Socially  he  belongs  to 
the  Alasonic  fraternity,  and  politically,  to  the 
Democratic  party. 

W.  A.  Jett  was  born  in  Washington,  Ark.,  iu 
1849,  and  is  a son  of  Dr.  Benjamin  P.  Jett,  who 
was  born  in  Culpeper  County,  \Ta. . iu  1808,  and 
came  to  Washington,  Ark.,  when  a young  man, 
and  was  married  here  in  1833  to  Hester  Block,  a 
native  of  Richmond,  Va. , born  in  1813.  She  came 
with  her  parents  to  Arkansas  iu  1820,  and  here  she 
and  her  husband  spent  the  rest  of  their  lives,  the 
former  dying  in  1805,  and  the  latter  in  Little  Rock, 
in  1887,  Presbyterian  iu  faith.  Dr.  Jett  was  a 
practicing  physician  for  many  years,  was  excep- 
tionally successful  in  the  treatment  of  his  cases. 


. 


Ml 

' 

' 


I . 

■ 

' 

■ 

. tf 


H EM PSTEAD  COUNTY . 


419 


an<1  became  well  and  favorably  known  throughout 
this  region,  not  only  as  a skilled  physician  but  also 
socially  and  politically.  He  served  several  terms 
as  a member  of  the  General  Assembly  of  the  State, 
and  was  at  one  time  speaker  of  the  House.  He 
was  registrar  in  the  laud  office  at  Washington  prior 
to  the  Civil  War,  and  was  one  of  the  electors 
on  the  Breckinridge  ticket  in  IShO.  He  held  high 
rank  in  the  Masonic  order.  His  father.  Burkett 
E.  Jett,  came  from  Virginia  to  Washington  some 
years  after  the  Doctor's  death,  and  held  the  posi- 
tion of  judge  of  Hempstead  County  for  several 
years.  The  mother’s  fat  her,  Abraham  Block,  came 
from  Europe  at  the  age  of  twelve  years,  was  mar- 
ried in  one  of  the  Atlantic  States,  and  in  1820  came 
to  Washington,  Ark.,  where  he  became  one  of  the 
wealthiest  men  of  the  county,  being  one  of  the 
leading  merchants  of  Washington.  AY.  A.  Jett  is 
the  tenth  of  seven  sons  and  six  daughters,  nine  of 
the  family  now  living,  and  in  his  youth  was  edu- 
cated in  the  town  of  AVashington.  At  the  a»e  of 
seventeen  years  he  began  clerking,  an  occupation 
he  followed  until  1877  in  different  places,  then 
engaged  in  the  warehouse  business  at  Fulton,  and 
in  1880  was  elected  clerk  of  Hempstead  County, 
being  re-elected  two  years  later,  serving  in  all  four 
years.  In  1SS4  he  was  chosen  sheriff  of  the  county, 
but  at  the  end  of  his  term  he  engaged  in  the  mer- 
cantile  business,  discontinuing  it  in  1880  to  open 
an  establishment  in  Ozan.  Ark.  He  has  affil- 
iated with  the  Democratic  party  ever  since  he  has 
had  the  privilege  of  voting,  and  socially  is  a mem- 
ber of  the  I.  O.  O.  F.,  and  has  been  Grand  Master 
of  the  Grand  Lodge,  and  is  at  present  Grand  Guide 
of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  the  K.  of  H.,  and  is  also  a 
member  of  the  K.  of  P.  He  was  married  in  Ful- 
ton, Ark.,  in  1875,  to  Miss  Kate,  a daughter  of 
Michael  14.  and  Elizabeth  P.  Green,  of  Alabama 
and  Tennessee,  respectively,  who  came  to  Hemp- 
stead County  when  young,  the  Jetts  and  the 
Greens  coming  together.  Mr.  Green  was  a mer- 
chant,  and  died  when  his  daughter,  Airs.  Jett,  was 
a child,  liis  widow  afterward  marrying  Samuel 
Ogden.  She  died  about  1883  having  been  a mem- 
ber of  the  Baptist  Church.  Mrs.  Jett  was  born  in 
W ashington,  Ark.,  and  she  and  Mr.  Jett  are  the 
parents  of  three  sons  and  one  daughter.  They 
have  a beautiful  home  in  Washington,  and  are  sur- 
rounded by  every  comfort  calculated  to  make  life 
easy  and  enjoyable. 

W illiam  N.  Johnson  is  a native  of  Kandolph 
County,  N.  C.,  his  birth  occurring  there  in  1817. 
but  since  the  year  1840  he  has  been  a resident  of 
Hempstead  County,  Ark.,  and  is  one  of  its  most 
prominent  and  influential  citizens.  His  parents, 


Dr.  James  and  Sarah  (Neidham)  Johnson,  were 
, born,  reared  and  married  in  North  Carolina,  but 
| the  father  died  in  Georgia  about  1834,  while  visit- 
ing his  eldest  son,  Alaj.  John  D.  The  mother  also 
died  at  this  son’s  home,  but  in  the  State  of  Ala- 
bama, aged  about  ninety -three  years.  The  former 
I was  of  Irish  and  A\  elsh  descent,  was  a successful 
practicing  physician  for  many  years,  also  a farmer, 
and  at  the  time  of  his  death  he  was  a member  of 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  His  father  was 
an  Irishman,  a soldier  in  the  Revolutionary  AVar, 
a captain  on  the  sea.  and  died  in  North  Carolina. 
The  maternal  grandfather,  W illiam  Neidham.  was 
also  a Revolutionary  soldier,  a tiller  of  the  soil,  and 
died  in  North  Carolina.  The  subject  of  this  sketch 
was  the  eleventh  of  thirteen  children,  was  educated 
in  the  country  schools  and  reared  on  a farm,  and  in 
: September,  1844,  was  married  in  Chatham  County, 
N.  C. , to  Amy  B.,  a daughter  of  John  and  Alary 
Johnson,  who  moved  from  their  native  State  to 
Alississippi.  and  there  died.  Airs.  Johnson  was 
born  in  Chatham  County,  N.  C.,  and  died  in  Octo- 
ber, 18S4,  having  borne  a family  of  nine  children, 
one  son  and  six  daughters  now  living:  Alary  ( wife 
of  John  AY.  Holt),  Lucy  (wife  of  Andrew  Lloyd), 
Fannie  L..  Roxanna  (wife  of  AY.  P.  Barton),  John 
A..  Dora  (wife  of  Frank  Barrow),  and  Belle  (wife 
of  AYilliam  Fooshee.  The  year  after  his  arrival 
in  this  State,  Air.  Johnson  purchased  his  present 
farm,  which  is  situated  three  miles  east  of  AA  ash- 
' ington.  on  the  Little  Rock  or  old  military  road.  He 
owns  some  2.000  acres  of  land,  having  been  worth 
about  120,000  before  the  war.  Although  formerly  a 
AYhig  in  politics,  he  is  now  a Democrat,  and  his 
lirst  presidential  vote  was  cast  for  Harrison  iu  1840. 
He  and  all  his  children  are  members  of  the  Bap- 
tist Church,  with  the  exception  of  Airs.  Lloyd,  who 
is  a Presbyterian,  and  his  wife  was  also  a member 
of  the  former  church. 

A.  L.  Johnson,  merchant,  Hope.  Ark.  The 
important  enterprise  controlled  by  Air.  A.  L.  John- 
son comprises  so  many  articles  of  practical  utility 
and  absolute  necessity  to  every  home,  as  to  merit 
for  this  establishment  a more  than  passing  notice. 
His  present  business  was  established  in  18S<),  and 
here  he  has  since  continued,  meeting  with  unusual- 
ly good  success.  He  is  a native  of  Tippah  County, 
Miss.,  born  February  2.  1853,  and  the  son  of  Abra- 
ham and  Eliza  (Hewitt)  Johnson,  natives  of  South 
Carolina.  The  parents  emigrated  to  Alississippi. 
and  there  they  now  reside,  the  father  engaged  in 
tilling  the  soil.  A.  L.  Johnson  was  reared  on  a 
farm  and  educated  in  Alississippi.  AYhen  fourteen 
years  of  age  he  went  to  Middleton.  Tenn. , and  af 
ter  remaining  there  for  some  time  went  to  Arkan- 
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sas,  ami  located  at  Forest  City,  where  he  clerked 
for  two  years.  In  1877  lie  came  to  Hope,  and  was 
employed  as  traveling  salesman  for  Derby  & Day 
Distilling  Co.,  for  four  years.  In  1880  he  estab- 
lished the  mercantile  business  in  Hope,  and  carries  j 
a full  line  of  dry  goods  and  groceries,  and  in  con 
nection  is  also  engaged  in  the  liquor  business  with 
Hicks  & Johnson.  In  1S81  he  was  married  to 
Miss  Mollie  Barton,  who  bore  him  one  child — 
Hazel.  Mr.  Johnson  is  a member  of  the  K.  of  H. , 
and  a man  who  merits  the  esteem  of  all  acquainted  . 
with  him.  He  began  on  a very  small  capital,  but 
to-day  is  enjoying  one  of  the  best  trades  in  Hope,  j 
Robert  \V.  Jones,  the  very  efficient  clerk  of 
Hempstead  County,  Ark.,  and  native  of  the  same, 
was  born  in  1841,  to  Dr.  Isaac  N.  and  Elizabeth 
W.  (Littlejohn)  Jones,  who  were  born  in  Granville 
County,  N.  C.,  the  former’s  birth  occurring  in 
1797,  and  the  latter's  in  1805.  They  were  also 
married  there,  but  afterward  removed  to  Tennessee,  j 
thence  to  Texas,  and  about  1S40  came  to  Hemp- 
stead County,  Ark.,  where  they  spent  the  rest  of 
their  days,  Dr.  Jones  dying  in  1857,  and  his  widow 
in  1807.  The  Doctor  was  a graduate  of  the  Uni- 
versity of  Pennsylvania,  and  from  earliest  man- 
hood was  a medical  practitioner.  During  the  time  ’ 
that  Texas  was  a republic,  he  was  a member  of  the  j 
Senate.  Socially  he  was  a member  of  the  A.  F.  | 
& A.  M.,  and  had  been  married  twice,  his  second  i 
wife  being  the  mother  of  Robert  W.  His  father,  j 
Daniel  Jones,  was  a Revolutionary  soldier,  and 
died  in  North  Carolina.  Thomas  Littlejohn,  the  i 
mother’s  father  was  born  of  Scotch  parents,  anj 
died  in  North  Carolina,  also.  Robert  W.  Jones  j 
was  the  eighth  of  his  parents’  nine  children,  and 
in  the  town  of  Washington  he  was  reared  and 
educated.  In  May,  1801.  he  joined  the  Arkansas 
State  Troops  and  operated  in  Southwest  Missouri 
and  Arkansas  until  September  of  that  year,  when 
he  became  a member  of  Company  A,  Twentieth 
Arkansas  Infantry,  and  after  serving  for  a short 
time  as  first  sergeant,  he  was  promoted  to  second 
lieutenant,  and  afterward  to  adjutant  of  his  regi- 
ment. He  was  in  Mississippi  until  after  the  fall  j 
of  Vicksburg,  then  took  part  in  the  engagements 
of  Corinth,  Baker's  Creek  and  Jenkins'  Ferry,  and 
surrendered  at  Marshall.  Tex.  In  March,  1807, 
his  marriage  to  Miss  Laura  C.  Finley  took  place.  I 
She  was  born  in  Hempstead  County,  and  their 
union  has  been  blessed  in  the  birth  of  two  sons 
and  two  daughters.  Mrs.  Jones’  parents,  Maj 
James  W.  and  Virginia  B.  Finley,  were  born  in 
Kentucky  and  Virginia,  respectively,  but  were 
early  emigrants  to  Hempstead  County,  Ark. , where 
the  remainder  of  their  days  were  spent.  The 


father  was  a planter  and  merchant,  and  died  in 
June,  1808.  His  widow  survives  him  at  the  age  of 
seventy  years.  Mr.  Jones  was  one  of  the  pros- 
perous farmers  of  this  section  until  his  election  to 
iris  present  office  in  1888.  but  now  rents  his  fine 
farm  of  100  acres.  In  1870  he  was  called  upon 
to  mourn  the  death  of  his  wife,  she  having  been 
an  earnest  member  of  the  Presbyterian  Church, 
of  which  he  is  also  a member. 

\V.  H.  Jones.  On  a fine  farm  of  200  acres  of 
good  tillable  land,  well  improved  with  good  build- 
ings, etc.,  located  in  Noland  Township,  near  Em- 
met, surrounded  by  a happy  family  of  five  inter- 
esting children,  live  the  subject  of  this  sketch  and 
his  estimable  wife.  Mr.  Jones  was  originally  from 
Scott  County,  Mo. . where  he  was  born  on  Decem- 
ber 11,  1845.  His  father,  Harrison  Jones,  was 
also  a native  of  Missouri,  and  was  born  in  1809. 
Early  in  life  he  learned  the  saddler’s  trade,  at 
which  he  worked  with  reasonable  success  all  his  life. 
He  was  married  in  Missouri,  in  1842,  to  Miss  Eliza- 
beth Jackson,  a native  of  the  Blue-Grass  State, 
born  in  1819,  and  to  their  union  were  born  four 
children,  but  three  of  whom  are  now  living,  the 
subject  of  this  sketch  being  the  second  son.  The 
father  died  in  1853,  and  his  death  was  followed 
seven  years  later,  by  that,  of  his  life  companion, 
who  passed  away  in  full  communion  with  the  Meth- 
odist Episcopal  Church.  South.  The  father  be- 
longed to  the  A.  O.  U.  \V.  IV.  14.  Jones,  our  sub- 
ject, was  joined  in  wedlock  in  August.  1870,  to 
Miss  Elnora  Hicks,  daughter  of  B.  D.  and  Carolina 
(Batey)  Flicks,  born  in  Clark  County,  Ark.,  on  Sep- 
tember 3,  1860,  and  this  union  has  resulted  in  the 
birth  of  five  children,  who  are  named:  Basil  D., 
William  B. . Cornelia  41.,  Dolphin  E.  and  Bertia 
E.  Both  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jones  are  worthy  members 
of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  South,  and 
are  numbered  among  the  respected  citizens  of  the 
county. 

Rufus  K.  Justus  has  long  been  connected  with 
the  milling  and  farming  interests  of  Hempstead 
County,  although  his  birth  occurred  in  Howard 
County.  Ark.,  in  1852.  His  parents,  John  and 
Amanda  (Aycock)  Justus,  were  born  in  Terre 
Haute,  Ind.,  and  North  Carolina,  respectively,  the 
former’s  birth  occurring  in  181  1.  He  learned  the 
carpenter’s  trade  when  young,  and  in  1833  went,  on 
foot  to  Chicago,  which  was  then  a small  Indian 
trading  post.,  but  only  remained  there  a short  time, 
journeying  to  different  places  in  the  South  and 
West.  In  an  early  day  he  went  to  Little  Rock, 
Ark.,  and  in  the  thirties  came  to  Hempstead  County, 
and  settled  at  Washington,  where  he  worked  at  his 
trade  for  sixteen  years.  He  then  began  operating 
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a water,  saw  and  grist-mill  in  Howard  County, 
which  is  still  known  as  the  Justus  Mill,  and  here 
lie  remained  until  1S66.  when  lie  returned  to  Wash- 
ington. and  erected  a mill  two  miles  east  of  the  j 
town.  This  mill  he  moved  to  the  town  in  1875, 
added  a cotton-gin  to  it.  and  continued  to  success- 
fully operate  it  until  his  death,  on  May  30.  1880. 
He  was  an  industrious  and  ambitious  gentleman, 
possessing  admirable  qualities  and  unswerving  lion 
esty,  and  the  familiar  name  by  which  he  was  known 
was  ‘‘Honest  John.”  Being  a Northerner  by 
birth,  he  was  naturally  opposed  to  secession,  but 
remained  neutral  during  the  war.  Soon  after  the  : 
cessation  of  hostilities,  he  was  elected  to  the  posi-  j 
tion  of  treasurer  and  tax  collector  of  Hempstead 
County.  He  was  married  four  times,  his  second 
wife  being  the  mother  of  Rufus  K.,  her  death  oc- 
currino-  when  he  was  a small  lad,  and  he  was  a 
member  of  the  A.  F.  & A.  M.  and  was  an  earnest 
believer  in  Spiritualism.  Rufus  K.  Justus  is  the 
eldest  of  two  sons  and  three  daughters,  and  in  his 
youth  he  received  a common-school  education,  and 
afterward  remained  with  his  father  until  the  lat-  ! 
tor’s  death,  upon  which  he  took  the  management  '■ 
of  affairs  into  his  own  hands.  He  was  married  in 
May,  1883,  to  Anna  J. , a daughter  of  Ephraim  D. 
and  Phoebe  J.  Turner,  natives  of  York  State, 
where  they  lived  until  1877,  when  they  came  to 
Hempstead  County,  Ark.,  where  they  are  now  liv- 
ing. Mr.  Turner  is  a farmer,  and  is  now  tilling  : 
the  office  of  justice  of  the  peace.  He  was  a soldier  I 
in  the 'United  States  army  during  the  Rebellion, 
but  was  principally  on  hospital  duty  at  Washing- 
ton, 1).  C.  Mrs.  Justus  was  born  in  Ulster  County,  ; 
N.  Y. , and  has  borne  Mr.  Justus  three  children, 
two  of  whom  are  living.  Mr.  Justus  has  a line 
farm  of  523  acres  near  Washington,  of  which  150  ; 
acres  are  under  cultivation,  one-half  being  inher-  i 
ited  from  his  father's  estate.  He  is  a Democrat 
(his  first  presidential  vote  being  for  Tilden  in  1876), 
a member  of  the  A.  F.  & A.  M. , and  his  wife  is  a 
member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 

Dr.  S.  King,  physician  and  surgeon.  Hope. 
Ark.  Dr.  King  is  one  of  Hope's  best  young  men. 
He  is  a native  of  Clark  County,  111.,  born  October 
31,  1852,  and  is  the  son  of  Valentine  anil  Deborah  I 
A.  (Umberger)  King,  natives  of  West  Virginia. 
The  parents  emigrated  to  Illinois  in  1838,  located 
in  Clark  County,  and  there  they  are  residing  at 
the  present  time,  the  father  a mechanic  by  occu- 
pation. They  are  the  parents  of  six  children,  all 
of  whom  are  married  and  have  children,  except 
one,  and  there  has  never  been  a death  in  the  family. 
Dr.  King  was  reared  in  Illinois,  received  a good 
practical  education  in  the  common  schools,  and 


when  twenty-one  years  of  age  began  the  study  of 
medicine,  attending  school  at  Chicago  and  graduat- 
ing at  the  University  of  Louisville,  Ivy. , in  188b. 
In  January,  1884,  he  came  to  Hope,  Ark.,  and  has 
since  been  engaged  in  the  practice  of  his  profes- 
sion. He  has  proved  himself  a man  of  ability  and 
energy,  and  is  one  of  the  best  known  doctors  in 
the  city  and  has  all  the  practice  he  can  attend  to. 
He  is  a member  of  Hempstead  County  Medical 
Association  and  the  Arkansas  State  Medical  So- 
ciety. He  is  a member  of  the  K.  of  P.  In  1885 
his  marriage-with  Miss  Susan  D.  Senter  was  con- 
summated. and  one  child  is  the  result  of  this  union, 
a daughter  named  Willie'S.  Mrs.  King  is  the 
niece  of  William  M.  Senter,  of  Senter  & Co.. 
St.  Louis,  Mo.  She  is  principal  of  Hope  public 
school,  and  is  an  excellent  educator.  The  Doctor 
and  wife  are  members  of  the  Baptist  Church. 

J.  M.  Kinser,  postmaster  of  Hope,  Ark.,  was 
appointed  to  his  present  position  under  the  pres- 
ent administration  (Harrison)  on  March  27,  1886. 
assumed  charge  of  the  office  on  April  22,  1889, 
and  has  discharged  his  official  duties  in  a satisfactory 
manner  since.  Mr.  Kinser  was  born  in  Murray 
County.  Ga.,  February  24,  1 850.  He  was  reared  on 
a farm  in  Bradley  and  Polk  Counties,  Tenn.,  secured 
a fair  education  in  the  common  schools,  and  in  the 
fall  of  1866  lie  came  to  Arkansas  and  located  at 
Magnolia,  Columbia  County,  where  he  clerked  in 
a store  for  some  time,  after  which  he  embarked  in 
the  newspaper  business,  publishing  several  news- 
papers. In  1875  he  came  to  Hope,  clerked  in  a 
store,  and  afterward  was  express  agent  for  the 
Pacific  Express  Company,  and  also  joint  agent  for 
the  Arkansas  & Louisiana  Railway  Company,  for 
nine  years,  and  up  to  the  time  of  his  appointment 
a~  postmaster.  Mr.  Kinser’ s marriage  occurred 
on  January  i,  1873,  to  Miss  Nettie  Hicks,  of  Mag- 
nolia, Columbia  County,  Ark.,  and  to  them  have 
been  born  five  children:  Mina,  Josie,  Hixie,  Aikin 
and  Thomas.  Mr.  Kinser  has  been  a member  of 
the  school  board  since  1886.  and  he  and  his  wife 
are  members  of  the  Old  School  Presbyterian 
Church.  He  is  a member  of  the  Masonic  fra- 
ternity, and  senior  warden  of  Whitfield  Lodge  No. 
239;  belongs  to  the  A.  L.  of  H. , of  which  he 
is  a charter  member,  and  is  and  has  been  for  a 
number  of  terms  grand  treasurer  of  this  organiza- 
tion. He  is  a good  Republican  in  his  political 
views. 

Green  B.  Kitchens,  one  of  the  oldest  settlers  of 
Bodcaw  Township,  Hempstead  County,  was  born 
in  Pike  County,  Ga. . March  13,  1839,  a son  of 
James .R.  and  Matilda  (Hill)  Kitchens,  natives  of 
Georgia  and  South  Carolina,  respectively.  His 
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father  was  born  in  1815,  and  was  a son  of  James 
Kitchens,  of  Scotch  and  English  descent,  and  is 
still  living  at  the  advanced  age  of  seventy-four 
years.  He  moved  from  his  native  State  about 
1848,  to  Louisiana,  and  made  his  home  in  Union 
Parish,  that  State,  for  two  years,  and  then  came 
to  Lafayette  County,  Ark.,  and  took  up  his  resi- 
dence, but  in  LS74  he  disposed  of  his  interests  here 
and  moved  to  Indian  Territory,  and  is  now  a 
resident  of  Kullv  Chaha.  Choctaw'  Nation,  about 
two  miles  from  the  Arkansas  line.  His  wife, 

formerly  Miss  Matilda  Hill,  a daughter  of 

and  Polly  Hill,  natives  of  South  Carolina,  born  in 
1825,  is  still  living,  and  both  she  and  her  husband 
are  members  of  the  Free-Will  Baptist  Church. 
They  w'ere  the  parents  of  nine  children,  seven  of 
whom  survive,  viz. : Green  (the  subject  of  this 
sketch),  Thomas  Jefferson  (a  farmer  of  Indian 
Territory),  John  AW  (a  farmer  and  Methodist  Epis- 
copal minister,  of  Texas),  James  Madison  (a  farmer 
of  Indian  Territory).  Mary  J.  (the  wife  of  Mason  P. 
Sewell,  of  Lafayette  County.  Ark.).  William  J.  (a 
farmer  of  Indian  Territory,  (the  latter  two  twins), 
and  Henry  Newton  (also  a farmer  of  Indian  Terri 
tory).  The  twin  to  Green  died  in  infancy.  At  the 
age  of  twenty  two  our  subject  commenced  life  on 
his  own  account  by  farming  in  Texas,  and  tilled  the 
soil  there  with  moderate  success  for  two  years,  and 
then  came  to  Arkansas.  He  located  in  Bodcaw 
Township,  Hempstead  County,  where  he  still 
resides,  being  the  owner  of  480  acres  of  choice 
land,  most  of  it  lying  in  Lafayette  County,  his 
house  being  just  over  the  line  in  Hempstead 
County,  and  is  considered  one  of  the  influential 
agriculturists  of  this  section.  His  marriage  was 
consummated  on  May  7,  1865,  Miss  Alary  E.  Powell 
being  the  interested  party.  She  was  born  in  1847. 
in  this  county,  a daughter  of  Benjamin  and  Judith 
\M  (Williams)  Powell,  natives  of  Alabama  and 
Tennessee,  respectively,  and  is  a cousin  of  H.  R. 
Powell,  whose  sketch  appears  in  this  work.  Air. 
and  Airs.  Kitchens  are  the  parents  > >f  three  children, 
viz.:  Alary  Alatilda  E.  (was  born  February  20. 
1856,  is  still  single  and  at  home),  James  R.  Benja- 
min (is  a farmer  of  Lafayette  County),  Alartha  J. 
\W  (is  now  Airs.  Haltliorn  of  Lafayette  County).  In 
1862  Air.  Kitchens  enlisted  in  the  Confederate 
army,  in  Portloch’s  regiment  of  infantry,  but 
after  a service  of  seven  months  he  was  discharged 
on  account  of  disability.  He  is  a stanch  Demo- 
crat in  politics,  and  socially  is  a member  of  the 
Alasoriic  Order,  and  is  a prominent  man  in  his  coun- 
ty, where  he  is  well  known  and  highly  respected. 
Both  himself  and  wife  and  three  children  are 
members  of  the  Alissionary  Baptist  Church. 


Col.  G.  Knobel,  civil  engineer,  Hope,  Ark.  It, 
is  a remarkable  fact  that  those  men  of  German 
birth  and  antecedents  in  this  county  all  seem  to 
have  peculiarly  successful  results  in  their  business 
relations,  whether  of  a commercial,  agricultural  or 
professional  nature.  Col.  Knobel  is  but  auother 
example  of  this  truth.  He  was  born  on  the  River 
Rhine,  Germany,  in  November,  1842.  and  his  par- 
ents, Edward  and  Amelia  (Dummler)  Kuobel, 
were  natives  also  of  the  old  country.  The  father 
came  to  America  in  1848,  and  died  near  Pacitic. 
AIo.  He  was  connected  with  the  Revolution  in 
Germany,  and  was  a farmer  by  occupation.  The 
mother  is  still  living,  and  makes  her  home  in  Ger- 
many. Col.  G.  Knobel  sailed  for  America  in  1859, 
taking  passage  at  London,  and  landing  at  New 
York  after  an  ocean  voyage  of  fourteen  days.  He 
went  to  St.  Louis,  AIo.,  and  was  there  engaged 
in  keeping  books  for  a commission  house.  lb- 
joined  the  St.  Louis  A Iron  Alountain  Railroad  as 
civil  engineer  in  1866,  and  has  ever  since  been 
employed  in  the  service  of  that  and  other  com 
panies.  He  is  thorough  and  well  versed  in  his 
chosen  occupation.  He  moved  to  Hope  in  1872, 
before  any  town  had  been  started,  and  has  since  ✓ 
been  a resident  here,  and  one  of  the  first  settlers. 
Knobel,  Ark.,  is  named  after  him  from  the  fact 
that  he  made  his  headquarters  there  during  the 
construction  of  the  road.  He  was  married  in  1S74 
to  Aliss  Alary  AVinn,  and  the  fruits  of  this  union 
have  been  three  children:  Edward,  Louisa  and 

Thomas.  Air.  Knobel  is  a member  of  the  K.  of  P. 

C.  G.  Laseter.  like  so  many  of  the  residents  of 
Hempstead  County,  Ark.,  is  a Georgian,  his  birth 
having  occurred  in  that  State  in  1838.  His  educa- 
tion in  the  way  of  schooling  was  quite  limited,  but. 
being  a quick  observer  and  possessing  a retentive 
memory,  he  soon  acquired  a large  fund  of  useful 
information.  At  the  age  of  twenty-one  he  started 
out  in  the  world  to  seek  his  own  fortune,  and  en- 
gaged in  farming,  an  occupation  which  has  received 
his  attention  up  to  the  present  time.  At  an  early  day 
he  came  to  Arkansas,  and  first  located  in  Ouachita 
County,  but  in  1874  came  to  Hempstead  County, 
where  he  is  now  the  owner  of  a fertile  farm  of 
ninety-two  acres,  of  which  fifty  are  under  cultiva 
tion.  In  connection  with  tilling  his  land  he,  in 
1884.  began  merchandising,  but  sold  out  at  the 
end  of  four  years,  since  which  time  he  has  given 
his  undivided  attention  to  agriculture.  He  is  a 
Democrat,  has  filled  the  office  of  justice  of  the 
peace,  belongs  to  the  Farmers’  Alliance,  and  he  and. 
wife  are  worthy  members  of  the  Alissionary  Bap- 
tist Church.  He  was  married  to  Aliss  Sarah  C. 
Watkins,  a daughter  of  Jacob  Watkins,  who  came 
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to  Hempstead  County.  Ark.,  in  1 SOU,  and  to  them 
a family  of  sis  children  have  been  born:  John  L 

i (who  married  Mrs.  Etta  Burns),  Mary  (4.  (wife  of 
J.  M.  Hicks),  Lee  Allen  (married  to  Miss  Lona 
Richards).  L.  Webb.  Luther  W.,  and  a son  who 
i died  in  infancy.  In  1802  Mr.  Laseter  joined  the 
Confederate  army,  becoming  a member  of  Com- 
pany B,  Thirty-third  Arkansas  Regiment.  Owing 
j to  sickness  in  June,  1803,  he  was  in  the  hospital  at 
I Monroe,  La.,  for  some  time,  but  after  he  was  fully 
j recovered  and  able  to  rejoin  his  command  the  hospi- 
tal blew  down,  and  Mr.  Laseter  was  so  badly  injured 
j that  he  was  again  taken  to  a hospital,  where  he  re- 
mained thirty  days.  The  following  sixty  days  were 
! spent  at  his  home,  after  which  he  again  entered 
the  service  at  Arkadelphia,  Ark.,  and  afterward 
participated  in  the  battles  of  Pleasant  Hill  and 
Jenkins’  Ferry.  His  company  was  disbanded  at 
| Marshall,  Tex.,  and  he  returned  to  his  long  neg- 
lected farm.  His  father,  Sion  Laseter,  was  a sue- 
| cessful  planter  of  Georgia,  and  died  in  18S6.  He 
j moved  to  Arkansas  in  1856,  and  spent  the  latter 
part  of  his  life  in  this  State. 

Hon.  William  C.  Leslie.  Within  the  limits  of 
Hempstead  County,  Ark.,  there  is  not  a man  of 
greater  personal  popularity  than  Mr.  Leslie,  for  he 
is  intelligent  and  progressive  in  his  views,  and 
thoroughly  honest  in  every  particular.  His  birth 
occurred  in  Madison  County,  Ala.,  in  1824.  and  he 
is  a son  of  George  and  Rachel  C.  (Campbell) 
Leslie,  w’ho  were  born  in  Y’ork  District,  S.  C..  about 
1797,  were  married  there,  and  in  IS  19  removed 
to  Madison  County,  Ala.,  and  in  1828  to  Henderson 
i County,  Tenn.  Here  Mr.  Leslie  followed  the  oc- 
cupation  of  farming  and  blaeksmithing  and  died  in 
1834.  His  father.  Samuel  Leslie,  was  born  in 
South  Carolina,  and  in  1819  went  to  Alabama, 
thence  to  Tennessee,  and  about  1832  removed  to 
Phillips  County,  Ark.,  where  he  spent  the  rest  of 
his  life,  following  the  calling  of  a carpenter.  His 
father,  George  Leslie,  came  from  Ireland  to  Amer- 
ica a few  years  before  the  Revolutionary  War,  and 
died  prior  to  the  breaking  out  of  that  war.  in 
South  Carolina.  Robert  Campbell,  the  mother's 
| father,  was  of  Scotch  origin,  a planter  and  trader 
in  stock  and  slaves  in  York  District,  S.  C.,and 
there  passed  from  life.  In  1850  the  subject  of 
this  sketch  removed  with  his  mother  and  her  fam- 
ily to  Hempstead  County,  Ark.,  and  here  Mrs. 
Leslie  passed  to  her  long  home  iti  1882.  at  the  age 
of  eighty-six  years,  having  lived  a widow  nearly 
fifty  years  Her  mother.  Mrs.  Isabella  (Henry) 
Campbell,  had  live  brothers  in  the  Revolutionary 
W nr,  all  of  whom  took  part  in  the  battle  of  King's 
Mountain.  William  C.  Leslie  is  the  third  of  four 


sons  born  to  ki.s  parents,  and  is  the  only  one  now 
living.  Franklin-,  the  eldest,  died  iu  Arkansas, 
while  serving  in  the  Confederate  army.  The  early 
days  of  William  C.  were  spent  on  a farm,  his  edu- 
cation being  acquired  in  the  common  schools,  and 
in  1853  he  was  married  to  Sarah,  a daughter 
of  Daniel  A.  and  Mary  Ann  Reader,  natives  of 
South  Carolina,  who  moved  to  Lauderdale  County, 
Ala.,  in  1825,  and  to  Hempstead  County,  Ark., 
in  1849.  where  they  are  both  still  living,  hav- 
ing been  members  of  the  Methodist  Church  for 
many  years.  The  father  is  now  seventy-one  years 
of  ao-e.  has  been  a farmer  throughout  life,  and  has 
reared  a large  family,  four  sons  having  served  m 
the  Confederate  army  during  the  Rebellion,  one  of 
whom  died  after  the  Oak  Hill  tight  Mrs.  Leslie 
was  born  in  Lauderdale  County,  Ala.,  and  has  be- 
come the  mother  of  the  following  children:  Mary 
(wife  of  L.  F.  Huddleston),  Roseau  (wife  of  A ill 
iam  H.  Norwood),  George  D.,  Quiutilla  (wife  of 
E.  J.  White,  of  Gibson  County.  Tenn. ).  Ida.  Lula. 
Robert  and  Walter.  Three  children  died  in  in- 
fancy. After  his  marriage  Mr.  Leslie  lived  for 
three  years  in  Nashville.  Ark.,  but  since  ISoS  has 
been  on  his  present  farm  four  miles  east  of  Bingen, 
it  comprising  415  acres,  2S7  being  under  the  plow. 
He  has  followed  the  occupation  of  farming  nearly 
all  his  life,  but  while  a resident  of  Tennessee  he  de- 
voted some  time  to  the  profession  of  teaching.  In 
1862  he  joined  Company  I,  Nineteenth  Arkansas 
Infantry,  Confederate  States  Army,  and  served  in 
Arkansas  aud  Louisiana,  taking  part  in  the  engage 
meats  at  Pleasant  Hill.  La.,  aud  Jenkins’  Ferry. 
Ark  In  1859  aud  i860  lie  tilled  the  office  of 
justice  of  the  peace,  and  iu  1SS2  was  chosen  as  a 
suitable  man  to  represent  Hempstead  County  in 
the  General  Assembly  of  the  State,  and  served  as 
chairman  of  a committee  on  memorials,  also  on  rail- 
roads and  elections.  He  has  been  a Democrat  all 
bis  life,  of  the  Jacksonian  type,  and  bis  first  pres- 
idential vote  was  oast  for  Cass  in  ISIS.  He  is  a 
demitted  Mason  from  Pleasant  Valley  Lodge  No. 
30.  aud  in  bis  religious  views  is- a Missionary  Bap- 
tist. 

Rufus  A.  Leslie.  Among  the  families  who 
early  became  settled  in  the  Territory  of  Arkansas, 
was  that  of  which  the  subject  of  this  sketch  is  a 
worthy  representative.  He  was  born  iu  Phillips 
County,  Ark.,  in  1836.  and  was  brought  up  to  a 
farm  experience  in  Hempstead  County,  a calling 
which  he  has  ever  followed  with  success.  His  par- 
ents. Samuel  and  Elizabeth  (W  ithers)  Leslie,  were 
born  in  Spartanburg  District,  S.  C.,  and  Granville 
County,  N.  C.,  in  ISON  and  1816, respectively. were 
married  in  Henderson  County,  Tenn.,  in  1830,  and 
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at  ouce  removed  to  Phillips  County,  Ark.,  and  in 
1837  came  to  Hempstead  County,  first  residing  one 
year  at  White  Oak  Shoals.  Mr.  Leslie  acting  in  the 
capacity  of  plantation  overseer.  He  then  removed 
to  near  where  Bingen  is,  and  settled  on  a wood- 
land farm,  which  he  improved,  and  on  which  he 
lived  for  ten  years,  then  moved  to  another  farm 
near  by,  on  which  he  died  in  1855.  He  and  wife 
were  Methodists  for  many  years,  and  the  latter  is 
still  living.  Samuel  Leslie,  the  paternal  grand 
father,  was  a South  Carolinian,  who  died  in  Hen 
derson  County,  Tenn.,  of  Scotch  ancestry,  and  a 
farmer.  Capt.  John  Withers,  the  mother's  father, 
was  a Frenchman  by  descent,  was  born  in  the  Old 
North  State  and  died  there,  a tiller  of  the  soil.  He 
represented  Granville  County  in  the  State  Legis 
lature  for  some  years,  was  a man  of  considerable 
wealth  until  middle  aged,  then  became  very  dissi- 
pated and  died  in  that  condition,  although  he  had 
at  one  time  been  a worthy  and  able  minister  of  the 
Baptist  Church.  Mrs.  Leslie  left  home  at  the  age 
of  ten  years  to  visit  friends,  and  never  returned  or 
saw  her  parents  again.  Rufus  A.  Leslie  was  the 
third  of  seven  sons  and  three  daughters,  and  with 
his  brothers  and  sisters  was  reared  on  a farm  and 
attended  the  district  schools.  In  1860  he  wedded 
the  daughter  of  Augustus  S.  and  Isabella  J.  Hutch 
inson,  who  were  born,  reared  and  married  in  Lau- 
rens District.  S.  C.  From  there  they  went  to 
Pike  County,  Ark.,  in  1859,  where  Mr.  Hutchinson 
died  in  1886  and  his  wife  in  1883.  Mr.  Hutchin- 
son was  a member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  South,  Mrs.  Hutchinson  a member  of  the 
Presbyterian  Church,  at  the  time  of  their  death, 
the  former  a farmer  by  occupation  and  justice  of 
the  peace.  Their  daughter,  Mrs.  Mary  C.  Leslie, 
was  born  in  Laurens  District,  S.  C..  and  by  Mr. 
Leslie  has  become  the  mother  of  three  sons  and 
five  daughters.  Soon  after  their  marriage  they 
settled  on  their  present  farm  near  Bingen,  which 
comprises  19  i acres  of  land,  120  of  which  are  un- 
der cultivation,  well  improved  with  excellent  resi- 
dence and  barns.  In  1862  Mr.  Leslie  joined  Com- 
pany D,  Fust  Arkansas  Cavalry,  and  was  in  the 
engagements  at  Cane  Hill.  Fayetteville.  Helena, 
Pine  Bluff.  Jenkins’  Ferry.  Mark’s  Mill.  Poison 
Spriugs,  Prairie  Grove,  and  was  in  the  engage- 
ments in  which  Price  participated  on  his  raid 
through  Arkansas,  Missouri,  Kansas  and  the  In- 
dian Territory.  He  held  the  rank  of  lieutenant, 
but  commanded  his  company  for  three  years.  His 
company  was  disbanded  at  Washington,  where  he 
had  been  mustered  into  the  service,  and  he  returned 
to  his  farm.  He  is  an  active  worker  for  the  Dem 
ocrat  party.  Bell  receiving  his  lirst  presidential 


vote,  and  he  has  frequently  been  a delegate  to 
county  and  Congressional  conventions,  and  for  the 
past  twenty  years  has  ably  filled  the  office  of  jus 
tice  of  the  peace,  during  which  time  only  one  case 
has  been  appealed  that  came  up  before  him.  He 
was  nominated  in  1870  by  the  Democratic  party 
for  sheriff,  and  in  1888  for  county  and  probate 
judge  of  Hempstead  County,  but  he  was  defeated 
both  years,  as  the  whole  party  ticket  was  defeated. 
He  is  a member  of  the  A.  F.  A A.  51.,  Pleasant 
Valley  Lodge  No.  30,  at  Nashville,  and  he  has 
been  senior  warden  and  junior  deacon;  he  was  also 
a member  of  the  Agricultural  Wheel.  He  and  wife 
have  been  connected  with  the  .Methodist,  Episcopal 
Church,  South,  for  twenty  years. 

Calvin  L.  Lewis,  a progressive  and  well  to  do 
planter,  residing  in  Redland  Township,  was  born 
February  7,  1845,  and  is  the  son  of  William  and 
Hester  A.  (Reynolds)  Lewis,  natives  of  Alabama, 
born  in  1821  and  1823,  respectively.  The  parents 
were  married  in  their  native  State,  and  became  the 
parents  of  eleven  children,  eight  of  whom  are  now 
living:  James  T. , Noble  R. , Brice  W.,  Loney 

(wife  of  William  Robins),  Emily  J.  (wife  of  Will- 
iam Roberts),  Alice  (wife  of  J Mullens)  and  Wil 
lie  B.  (Mrs.  Brooks).  The  father  emigrated  to 
Arkansas  in  1S47,  settled  in  Columbia  County,  and 
took  up  280  acres  of  land,  on  which  he  built  a log 
cabin  and  made  other  improvements.  He  was  a 
member  of  the  Masonic  fraternity.  He  held  the 
position  of  justice  of  the  peace  for  a number  of 
years,  and  other  positions  of  trust  in  his  township. 
He  was  a member  of  the  Baptist  Church,  of  which 
the  mother  was  also  a member.  She  died  in  1873. 
and  the  father  in  1875.  Calvin  L.  Lewis  was  mar- 
ried in  1867  to  Miss  Mary  Roberts,  who  died  in 
187.1,  leaving  two  children,  only  one  of  whom  is 
now  living  - Jordon  L.  Mrs.  Lewis  was  a native 
of  Prairie  County,  Ark.,  and  was  a member  of  the 
Baptist  Church.  Mr.  Lewis  was  married  to  his 
second  wife,  Miss  Rhoda  E.  Campbell,  a native 
of  Hempstead  County,  Ark.,  born  March  15,  1854. 
in  1873.  She  was  the  daughter  of  Jerome  and 
Harriet  (Alexander)  Campbell,  born  in  1821  and 
1820,  respectively  , the  former  in  Kentucky,  and 
the  latter  in  Hempstead  County,  Ark.  Mr.  Camp- 
bell came  to  Arkansas  with  his  parents,  and  was 
married  in  Hempstead  County  in  1843.  Of  the 
ten  children  born  to  his  union,  eight  are  now  liv- 
ing: Susanah  I.  (wife  of  J.  P.  City),  Henry  B.. 

John  B. , Rhoda  E.  (wife  of  Mr.  Lewis),  Jerome 
A.,  Harriet  (wife  of  Andrew  Robins),  Lemuel  R. 
and  Evandor  M.  The  father  of  these  children 
died  iu  1861,  in  full  communion  with  the  Meth- 
odist Episcopal  Church.  The  mother  is  also  a 
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int‘niln>r  of  that  church,  mul  is  now  a resident  of 
this  con ut v.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lewis  are  the  parents 
of  ten  children,  nine  now  living:  Delia  A., 

Laura  L. , Myrtle  N. . Calvin  A.,  Matie  A.,  Eligia  j 
15, , Dora  L.  and  Cora  L.  (twins)  and  Maggie  L. 
Mr.  Lewis  is  one  of  the  wide-awake,  industrious 
farmers  of  the  county,  and  is  the  owner  of  100 
acres  of  land,  with  100  acres  under  cultivation. 
He  and  Mrs.  Lewis  are  members  of  the  Baptist  ; 
Church,  and  he  takes  a decided  interest  in  all  re  | 
ligious  and  educational  matters.  Politically  he  is  j 
a Democrat.  During  the  late  war  he  enlisted  in  i 
the  cavalry.  Company  D,  and  served  west  of  the 
Mississippi  River,  in  the  Confederate  army,  from 
1S04  until  1S05.  He  was  in  the  battles  of  Pilot 
Knob,  Jefferson  City,  Mo..  Independence.  Mo. .and 
in  several  skirmishes.  His  regiment  was  disbanded  | 
at  Camden,  Ark.  Returning  home  after  the  war, 
Mr.  Lewis  engaged  in  farming,  and  has  followed 
that  as  his  principal  occupation  ever  since. 

J.  T.  Lewis  is  a native  of  Limestone  County,  : 
Ala.,  where  he  was  born  in  1846,  his  parents,  Will- 
iam and  Hester  Ann  (Reynolds)  Lewis,  being  also  j 
born  there,  the  former  in  1S20.  and  the  latter  in 
1823,  respectively.  In  1847  they  moved  to  Colum- 
bia County.  Ark.,  and  in  1860  to  Hempstead 
County,  where  Mr.  Lewis  died  in  November.  1875, 
his  wife  departing  this  life  in  May.  1874.  both 
worthy  members  of  the  Baptist  Church.  Mr. 
Lewis  held  a number  of  local  offices  in  the  com 
munities  in  which  he  resided,  was  a member  of  j 
Zion  Lodge,  of  the  A.  F.  A A.  M. , being  master 
of  the  same  at  the  time  of  his  death,  and  for  some  j 
three  years  served  in  the  Confederate  army,  being  \ 
a member  of  Monroe’s  regiment,  of  Arkansas  cav- 
alry, and  was  with  Price  on  his  raid  through  Mis 
souri.  His  father.  Elijah  Lewis,  was  a Kentuckian,  ] 
who  came  to  Arkansas  in  1847,  and  in  1869  to 
Hempstead  County,  where  he  followed  the  calling 
of  a farmer,  and  died  in  1888  at  the  age  of  ninety 
two  years.  J.  T.  Lewis  is  the  third  of  eleven 
children,  eight  living,  and  after  obtaining  a fair 
education,  he  began  for  himself  at  the  age  of 
twenty,  and  in  1869  married  the  daughter  of  Sam- 
uel H.  and  Sallie  Robins,  who  came  from  Georgia 
to  Hempstead  County,  Ark.,  in  1859,  and  settled 
at  their  present  place  of  abode.  Mr.  Robins  was 
a farmer  and  a merchant,  and  for  some  time  served 
m the  Confederate  army.  Both  parents  were  born 
m Georgia,  and  there  Mrs.  Lewis,  formerly  Miss 
Nancy  D.  Robins,  was  also  boru.  She  has 
borne  Mr.  Lewis  three  sons  and  four  daughters, 
and  they  are  living  on  their  present  farm  of  540 
acres,  220  of  which  are  under  cultivation,  situated 
•six  miles  east  of  Nashville,  which  comprises  one  of 


the  best  farms  in  this  section  of  the  country.  Mr. 
Lewis  is  a Democrat.  Seymour  receiving  his  first 
vote  In  1868.  and  socially  he  is  a member  of  the 
A.  F.  & A.  M.,  Pleasant  Valley  Lodge  No.  30. 
of  Nashville,  and  has  been  a member  of  that  or- 
ganization since  he  was  twenty-two  years  of  age. 
He  and  wife  are  members,  in  good  standing,  of  the 
Missionary  Baptist  Church. 

James  H.  McCollum.,  attorney  at  law,  Hope, 
Ark.  For  nearly  seven  years  Mr.  McCollum  has 
been  engaged  in  the  active  practice  of  his  profes- 
sion at  Hope, -and  entered  upon  his  career  as  an 
attorney  at  that  place  immediately  following  his 
admission  to  the  bar  in  1883,  under  promises  of  a 
successful  and  honorable  future  in  the  legal  pro- 
fession. Nor  has  his  record  in  the  practice  disap- 
pointed the  just  expectations  that  were  formed  of 
him  in  the  beginning.  He  is  thoroughly  wedded 
to  his  profession,  has  an  extensive  acquaintance 
and  enjoys  a liberal  patronage  in  his  practice. 
He  is  a native  of  Hempstead  County,  Ark.,  born 
January  9,  1862,  and  is  the  son  of  Ambrose  B.  and 
Altamira  (Payne)  McCollum,  natives  of  Alabama. 
The  parents  emigrated  to  Arkansas  in  1849,  lo- 
cated in  Hempstead  County,  and  were  among  the 
first  settlers  of  the  same.  They  made  their  home 
eight  miles  northeast  of  Hope,  and  the  farm  is  still 
in  the  family.  There  both  parents  closed  their 
eyes  to  the  scenes  of  this  world.  James  II.  Mc- 
Collum, the  youngest  of  seven  children  ( three  now 
living)  born  to  his  parents,  received  a common- 
school  education  and  remained  on  the  farm  until 
twenty  years  of  age.  He  began  the  study  of  law. 
was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  October,  1883,  and  has 
since  been  in  practice.  For  some  time  he  was  in 
partnership  with  Capt.  C.  A.  Bridewell,  a promi- 
nent attorney  of  Flope,  and  he  is  now  one  of  the 
prominent  young  men  of  that  place  and  has  built 
up  a good  practice.  He  was  mayor  of  Hope  for 
one  term  when  only  twenty-two  years  of  age,  and 
in  1887  he  was  appointed  post-office  inspector,  hold- 
ing the  position  until  July,  1889.  He  was  nomi- 
nated by  the  Democratic  Judicial  Convention  of 
the  Ninth  District  of  Arkansas,  which  convened  at 
Prescott,  Nevada  County,  on  June  13,  1890,  for 
the  office  of  prosecuting  attorney.  He  is  a mem- 
ber of  the  Odd  Fellows  Lodge,  and  in  his  political 
views  adheres  strongly  to  the  Democratic  party. 
Mr.  McCollum,  aside  from  his  practice,  is  also  the 
owner  of  180  acres  of  the  old  homestead.  He  had 
one  brother,  William,  who  enlisted  in  the  army 
when  seventeen  years  of  age.  was  captured  on 
Saline  River  and  taken  to  Rock  Island  (111.) 
prison,  where  he  died  with  pneumonia.  Mr.  Mc- 
Collum's two  sisters  are  Mrs.  Isabella  Cook,  now 
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of  Wrightsboro,  Gonzales  County,  Tex.,  and  Miss 
Sarah  D.  McCollum,  of  Prescott,  Ark. 

Dr.  Thomas  A.  McLartv,  physician  and  sur- 
geon. Hope,  Ark.  Alexander  McLarty,  the  great 
grandfather  of  our  subject,  was  a native  of  Scot 
land,  who,  with  his  third  wife,  Barbara  (McNaught) 
McLarty,  emigrated  to  the  American  continent  in 
the  year  1774.  He  was  tin5  youngest  of  twelve 
brothers,  all  the  others  being  sailors,  and  it  is 
supposed  were  lost  at  sea.  He  settled  in  the  Old 
Dominion.  His  son,  John  McLarty  (grandfather 
of  subject),  was  born  in  Virginia,  and  his  two  half 
brothers,  Alexander  and  Archibald,  were  soldiers 
in  the  war  for  independence,  from  1778  until  the 
close  of  the  war.  The  McLartvs  were  prominent 
people  in  Scotland,  and  Dr.  T.  A.  McLarty  has  in 
his  possession  the  church  letter  brought  to  this 
couutry  by  Alexander  McLarty,  which  was  given 
him  by  one  David  Campbell,  moderator,  Presby- 
terian session,  who  was  supposed  to  have  been  a 
descendant  of  the  Campbell  s chief  of  Scotland. 
This  family  was  closely  allied  to  the  Wallaces  of 
Scotland.  The  McLartys,  like  their  ancestors  on 
both  sides,  were  soldiers  and  sailors,  and  were 
noted  for  their  daring.  The  church  letter  spoken 
of  above  was  written  and  given  to  Alexander  Ale  - 
Larty  on  July  29,  1773.  The  Doctor  has  it  well 
preserved,  and  it  is  an  object  of  great  interest 
and  well  worth  seeing.  He  also  has  a deed  to  160 
acres  of  land  that  was  made  to  Alexander  Mc- 
Larty, in  Mecklenburg  County.  N.  C. .in  1783. 
described  by  running  the  lines  to  different  trees, 
the  kind  of  tree  at  each  corner  being  named,  viz., 
two  oak  and  two  hickory  trees  being  the  four  cor- 
ner-stones. This  also  is  a very  peculiar  paper 
and  one  well  worth  seeing.  The  McLarty  family 
are  also  allied  to  the  Polk  family  by  marriage. 
The  parents  of  our  subject,  George  W.  and  Chari- 
ty (Bates)  McLarty,  had  born  to  their  union  eleven 
children,  the  Doctor  being  sixth  in  order  of  birth. 
George  McLarty  was  a farmer  by  occupation,  and 
served  his  count}'  and  township  in  various  offices 
of  trust  and  responsibility.  He  held  the  office  of 
postmaster  for  twenty  years  at  Dark  Corner.  Ga. . 
before  and  during  the  late  war.  He  died  in  Janu- 
ary, 1885.  The  mother  of  the  Doctor  was  the 
daughter  of  Mathias  Bates,  who  was  the  father  of 
Anthony  Bates,  killed  at  the  battle  of  the  Alamo, 
during  the  war  between  Texas  and  Mexico,  in  1836. 
The  Bates  family  are  among  the  Georgia  settlers 
and  among  the  prominent  families  of  that  State. 
The  mother  of  our  subject  died  in  1882,  and  of 
the  eleven  children  born  to  her  marriage,  onlv  five 
are  now  living:  Julia  (widow  of  Charles  Douthit. 
of  Stephens.  Ark.  ),  Josie  (wife  of  John  Mable.  of 


Fmbry.  Ga.),  Jennie  (wife  of  George  M.  Roberts, 
of  Buchanan,  Ga. ),  and  Emma  (wife  of  R.  P. 
Gann,  of  Dallas,  Ga.)  Dr.  T.  A.  McLarty  was 
reared  in  Campbell  (now  Douglas)  County,  was 
early  initiated  into  the  duties  of  farm  life,  and  re- 
ceived his  education  in  the  subscription  schools  of 
his  native  county.  When  eighteen  years  of  age 
he  entered  the  Confederate  army  in  Company  C. 
Thirtieth  Georgia  Regiment  Infantry,  was  attached 
to  Gen.  Joseph  E.  Johnston’s  army,  and  was  in  the 
battle  of  Jackson,  Miss.  He  was  from  Dalton  to 
Atlanta,  Ga. , and  was  captured  at  Dallas,  a short 
time  before  the  battle  of  Atlanta,  . was  sent  to 
Camp  Chase,  Ohio,  and  there  remained  until  March, 
1865,  when  he  was  paroled.  He  returned  to 
Georgia,  attended  school  during  1865,  then  farmed 
for  the  next  year,  and  in  1867  again  attended 
school.  In  1868  he  married  Miss  Emma  Blau 
chard,  daughter  of  T.  J.  and  Mary  A.  (Taylor) 
Blanchard,  natives  of  Georgia.  The  Taylor  fami- 
ly were  originally  from  Maryland,  and  the  mater- 
nal grandmother  was  a Crawford,  and  cousin  to 
Gov.  Crawford,  who  fought  the  duel  with  and 
killed  Burnside.  Mrs.  McLarty’ s family  on  the 
maternal  side  was  among  the  most  prominent 
early  settlers  of  Georgia,  and  she  was  one  of 
seven  children,  five  of  whom  are  now  living:  Isa- 
bella (wife  of  J.  M.  Garner,  of  this  county),  Eu- 
genia C»  (wife  of  H.  P.  Wowell,  of  Georgia),  Lu- 
venia  A.  (wife  of  A.  G.  Wechliugton,  of  Douglas 
ville,  Ga. ),  Emma,  and  Mary  O.  (wifeof  J.  51.  Me- 
Elreath.of  Douglasville.  Ga. ) Mrs. McLarty’s  father 
died  on  January  5,  1881,  and  the  mother  on  Febru- 
ary 14,  1884.  Both  were  members  of  the  Baptist 
Church.  Mrs.  McLarty  had  two  brothers  who  died 
during  the  war:  James  T.  died  while  a prisoner  on 
his  way  to  Vicksburg  to  be  exchanged,  and  Lucius,  in 
Savannah,  Ga.  Both  were  in  the  Confederate  serv- 
ice. Mr.  McLarty  tilled  the  soil  in  Georgia  until 
1870,  when  he  came  to  this  State  and  county,  and 
here  continued  his  former  occupation  until  18  <2. 
He  then  returned  to  Douglas  County,  Ga  . where 
he  farmed  until  1876,  when  he  commenced  the 
study  of  medicine  under  his  brother,  W.  A.,  and 
in  the  fall  of  1877  attended  the  Atlanta  Medical 
College,  from  which  institution  he  graduated  in 
the  spring  of  1879.  He  located  then  at  Villa 
Rica,  Ga. , and  there  practiced  for  three  years. 
Later  he  moved  to  Hamlet,  Polk  County,  Ga.. 
practiced  there  four  years,  and  in  1885  he  came 
to  this  county,  locating  on  his  present  property, 
which  consists  of  eighty  acres  of  land.  Here  in 
connection  with  farming  he  is  engaged  in  an  ex 
tensive  .practice.  To  his  marriage  have  been  born 
three  children:  Lola  (wife  of  S.  R.  Aubrey,  of 
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Spring  Iiill),  Lonnie  and  Ezra.  The  Doctor  and 
wife  are  members  of  (he  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  and  the  Doctor  is  a member  of  the  school 
board  of  his  district,  and  also  a member  of  the 
State  and  county  medical  societies. 

Valentine  O.  McMonigle  is  a retired  farmer, 
now  living  in  Washington.  Ark.,  but  was  born  in 
Independence,  Mo.,  in  1S34,  being  a son  of  Amos 
and  Elizabeth  (Crawford)  McMonigle.  who  were 
born  and  married  in  Estill  County,  of  the  Blue- 
grass  State.  About  1819  they  removed  to  Jack- 
son  County,  Mo.,  where  Mr.  McMonigle  followed 
t he  occupation  of  farming,  becoming  worth  about 
§20,000  prior  to  his  death,  which  occurred  in  1848. 
He  w as  a soldier  in  the  Seminole,  Indian  and  Mor- 
mon Wars,  his  service  in  the  latter  being  at 
Nauvoo,  111.  His  wife  was  a member  of  the  Cum- 
berland Presbyterian  Church  for  many  years,  and 
died  in  1844.  The  paternal  grandfather  was  a 
Scotchman,  who  came  to  the  United  States  at  an 
early  day  and  settled  and  died  in  Kentucky,  hav- 
ing served  in  the  War  of  1812.  Jeptha  Crawford, 
the  mother’s  father,  was  a salt  manufacturer,  and 
died  in  Kentucky.  Valentine  O.  McMonigle  was 
one  of  a large  family  of  children  born  to  his  par- 
ents, but  at  the  age  of  fifteen  years,  owing  to  his 
father’s  death,  he  left  school  and  his  former  duties 
to  serve  an  apprenticeship  at  the  blacksmith’s 
trade,  an  occupation  he  followed  fur  four  years. 
He  then  became  overseer  of  a train  of  freight 
i wagons  between  Kansas  City  and  New  Mexico,  and 
in  1854  crossed  the  plains  with  a drove  of  cattle  to 
California,  but  soon  returned  to  superintend  a Gov- 
ernment supply  train  to  the  frontier,  and  in  1857 
went  with  Gen.  A.  S.  Johnson  to  Utah,  and  par- 
ticipated 'in  the  Mormon  War.  He  next  spent 
some  years  in  Kansas  as  a farmer,  but  at  the  break- 
ing out  of  the  war  he  offered  his  services  to  the 
Confederacy,  belonging  to  Lucas’  battery,  of  In- 
dependence, Mo.,  troops,  of  which  he  had  be- 
come a member,  and  served  with  it  in  Missouri 
and  Mississippi  until  the  fall  of  Vicksburg, 
when  he  was  paroled.  He  soon  after  accepted  a 
position  in  the  Confederate  Government  machine 
shops  at  Washington.  Ark.,  which  he  'retained 
until  the  close  of  the  war.  His  service  in  the 
field  was  as  private.  He  was  married  in  Washing- 
ton in  1804  to  Mrs.  Martha  Whitford.  a daughter 
of  Henry  J.  Kemmell.  She  was  born  in  Georgia, 
and  came  with  her  parents  to  Washington  about 
bNJO,  and  was  reared  on  her  father's  farm.  -She 
was  first  married  to  Dennis  Whitford,  who  died 
while  serving  in  the  Confederate  army,  and  by  him 
she  became  the  mother  of  live  children,  a son  and 
a daughter  now  living:  William  H.  (of  Texas), 


and  Mollie  (widow  of  William  IV.  Maxwell).  After 
the  war  Mr.  McMonigle  engaged  in  gunsmithing 
in  Washington,  .which  he  continued  until  1870, 
after  which  lie  spent  two  years  as  post-master,  and 
has  since  devoted  his  attention  to  his  farm,  own- 
ing at  the  present  time  about  1.000  acres,  400  be- 
ing under  cultivation,  and  a beautiful  home  in 
town,  all  of  which  he  has  acquired  since  the  war. 
Although  formerly  a Whig,  his  first  presidential 
vote  being  cast  for  Fillmore  in  1850.  he  is  now  a 
Democrat,  and  for  many  years  he  and  wife  have 
been  members  of  the  Cumberland  Presbyterian 
Clmrch. 

Daniel  H.  Martin,  liveryman,  Hope,  Ark.  Mr. 
Martin  was  born  in  the  State  of  Mississippi  in  the 
year  1851,  and  is  one  of  seven  children,  three  now 
living,  bom  to  the  union  of  Andrew  L.  and  Cath- 
erine (Howett)  Martin.  The  father  came  to  this 
State  in  1852.  was  among  the  earliest  settlers  of 
Hempstead  County,  and  is  now  residing  here  on 
one  of  the  many  farms  he  has  improved.  The 
mother  died  in  1873.  Dauiel  H.  Martin,  the  eld- 
est of  the  three  children  now  living  (Mary,  now 
Mrs.  Boyce,  resides  in  Texas,  and  Tolula,  now 
Mrs.  Barrett,  resides  in  Dallas,  Tex.),  received 
his  education  in  the  common  country  school  like 
the  average  farmer  boy,  and  when  it  became  neces- 
sary for  him  to  choose  some  occupation  he  very 
naturally  adopted  the  one  to  which  he  had  been 
reared — farming.  This  he  continued  until  18  <2, 
when  in  connection  with  his  farming  interests  he 
engaged  in  the  livery  business,  which  he  carries  on. 
at  Hope  at  the  present  time.  Mr.  Martin  was 
married  in  1881  to  Miss  Fannie  Justice,  daughter 
of  Joel  T.  Justice,  of  this  county,  and  to  them  have 
been  born  live  children,  only  two  of  whom  are  liv- 
ing: Lalla  R.  and  Eugenia.  Mrs.  Martin  was  a 

worthy  member  of  the  Baptist  Church,  and  died 
in  1886.  In  1887  Mr.  Martin  was  married  to 
Miss  Geneva  Justice,  a sister  of  his  first  wife,  and 
a member  of  the  same  church.  Mr.  Martin’s  farms 
consist  of  300  acres  iu  Lafayette  County,  with  200 
acres  under  cultivation,  and  400  acres  in  Hemp 
stead  County,  with  200  acres  also  under  cultivation, 
on  which  he  annually  produces  thirty  to  forty 
bales  of  cotton.  In  the  farm  iu  Lafayette  County 
he  raises  from  100  to  120  bales  annually.  The 
father  of  our  subject  was  in  the  Confederate  army 
during  the  late  unpleasantness,  and  served  three 
years  in  Gen.  Cobb’s  brigade.  During  a portion 
of  the  time  he  was  quartermaster  of  his  brigade, 
and  participated  in  many  of  t He  prominent  battles 
fought  east  of  the  Mississippi,  at  Vicksburg,  etc. 


Z.  T.  Mavton,  was  born  in  Tennessee,  his 
father,  \V.  E.  Mavton.  first  seeing  the  light  of  day 
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in  North  Carolina.  The  former  followed  the  occu 
pation  of  farming. in  his  native  State,  his  education 
being  also  received  there.  At  the  early  age  of 
fourteen  years,  be  left  home  and  friends  to  follow 
the  fortunes  of  war,  and  became  a member  of 
Company  B,  Sixty-third  Tennessee  Infantry, 
Confederate  States  Army,  the  first  general  en 
gagement  in  which  he  participated  being  Chicka- 
rnauga.  and  the  next  Knoxville,  where  he  was 
wounded,  at  the  charge  on  Fort  Saunders.  He 
was  taken  to  the  hospital  at  Emory  and  Henry 
College,  where  he  remained  for  two  or  three 
months,  and  upon  recovering  sulticiently  to  return 
home  was  found  to  be  disabled  for  further  active 
duty.  He  was  afterward  captured  by  guerrillas  in 
Tennessee,  was  taken  to  Knoxville,  but  after  some 
time  was  permitted  to  return  home,  where  he  re- 
mained until  the  close  of  the  war.  He  then  em- 
barked in  business  at  Pawpaw  Ford,  Roane  County, 
Term.,  but  soon  after  gave  up  his  calling  to  learn  the 
tanner’s  trade,  and  at  a still  later  period  gave  his 
attention  to  the  sale  of  lightning  rods.  He  after- 
ward resumed  tanning,  continuing  until  1880, 
when  he  came  to  Arkansas, and  settled  on  the  farm 
of  sixty  acres,  on  which  he  is  now  living.  In  addi- 
tion to  caring  for  this  farm,  he  has  a general  mer- 
cantile establishment  at  Sardis,  and  is  also  post- 
master at  that  point.  His  farm  yields  one-half 
bale,  and  tifteen  bushels  of  corn  to  the  acre,  as  an 
average,  and  he  is  drring  a profitable  business  in 
his  store.  Miss  Mary  Bagwell,  of  Tennessee,  be- 
came his  wife  in  1869,  and  by  her  he  has  six  chil- 
dren: Laura,  Georgia.  Robert  E . Lula,  Margaret 
and  G.  Cleveland.  Mrs.  May  ton  is  a member  of 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and  is  a daugh- 
ter of  Jonathan  Bagwell,  a farmer  and  planter  of 
Tennessee.  Mr.  May  ton  belougsto  the  I.  O.  O.  F. 
and  Masonic  fraternities,  and  is  a Democrat,  and 
holds  the  office  of  justice  of  the  peace,  a position 
he  has  tilled  for  live  years.  Mr.  Mavton’s  father 
was  a farmer  by  occupation,  and  died  in  Tennessee 
in  1878. 

Albert  Mendenhall,  a successful  planter  of  De- 
rone  Township,  was  born  in  Wayne  County.  Ind. , 
in  1854,  a son  of  Reese  and  Lydia  (White)  Men- 
denhall, the  former  a native  of  Guilford  County, 
N.  C.,  born  in  1822,  and  the  latter  of  Tennessee, 
born  in  1826.  They  were  married  in  Wayne  County, 
Ind.,  in  1849,  and  their  union  was  blessed  with 
nine  children— five  sons  and  four  daughters  — 
namely:  William,  Albert,  Alice  A.  (wife  of  Stacy 

Bivens,  a prosperous  farmer  and  school  teacher  of 
this  county),  Joseph  E.,  Mary  A.,  John  R.,  Ellis 
G.,  Elizabeth  II.  and  Flora  8.  The.  father  and 
i mother  are  both  members  of  the  Quaker  Church, 


' and  are  upright  and  conscientious  people,  greatly 
esteemed  by  all  who  know  them.  They  moved 
from  Indiana  to  Nebraska  in  1886.  and  are  now 
respected  citizens  of  that  State.  The  subject  of 
this  sketch  grew  to  manhood  in  the  State  of  his 
nativity,  remaining  at  home  until  he  had  reached 
his  twenty  sixth  year,  and  then,  in  1880,  he  came 
to  Arkansas,  and  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits. 
He  is  the  owner  of  a very  valuable  farm,  compris- 
ing 258  acres  of  good  laud,  120  acres  of  which  he 
cultivates,  devoting  it  chiefly  to  cotton  and  corn, 
and  always  raises  a good  crop.  He  was  united  in 
marriage  in  1882.  to  Miss  Margaret  Justus,  daugh- 
ter of  John  and  Amanda  (Acock)  Justus,  born  in 
Hempstead  County.  Ark.,  in  1854,  and  their  mar- 
ried life  has  been  blessed  in  the  birth  of  three  chil- 
1 dren:  Milton  B.,  James  E..  and  John  L.  (deceased). 
Both  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Mendenhall  are  members  of 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  South,  and  are 
highly  respected  residents  of  this  community.  In 
politics  Mr.  Mendenhall  affiliates  with  the  Re- 
publican party. 

W.  J.  Miles.  The  mercantile  affairs  of  Hemp- 
stead County,  Ark.,  are  ably  represented  among 
others  by  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  and  his  fame 
as  a business  man  is  co  extensive  with  the  growth 
of  the  county  and  surrounding  country.  His  busi- 
ness was  established  in  1888,  and  the  average  value 
of  his  stock  is  88,000,  his  sales  amounting  to  about 
825,000.  Mr.  Miles  was  born  in  El  Dorado,  Ark.. 

! in  1860.  his  parents,  B.  F.  and  Sarah  A.  (Tatum) 
Miles,  having  been  born  in  Autauga  County.  Ala. 
After  reaching  mature  years,  they  were  married 
there,  but  later  removed  to  Louisiana,  thence  to 
! Union  County,  Ark.,  and  during  the  war,  took  up 
their  abode  in  Russ  County,  Tex.,  where  Mr.  Miles 
died  in  1864,  and  his  widow  in  1865,  both  worthy 
members  of  the  Methodist  Church,  the  former  a 
| general  merchant  and  broker  by  occupation.  He 
was  a son  of  Abraham  Miles,  and  his  wife  a daugh- 
ter of  Organ  Tatum,  who  died  in  Alabama.  "W.  J. 
Miles  was  the  seventh  son  of  a family  of  seven  sons 
and  two  daughters  born  to  his  parents,  and  in  1S80 
I he  graduated  from  a high  school  in  Arizona,  La. 
For  a short  time  he  was  engaged  in  farm  labor, 
but  he  afterward  turned  his  attention  to  clerking, 
and  later  opened  a store  of  his  own  in  El  Dorado, 
in  partnership  with  a Mr.  Reeves,  the  firm  being 
known  as  Reeves  & Miles  until  1888,  when  Mr. 
Miles  came  to  Washington,  and  is  now  one  of  the 
leading  merchants  of  the  county.  In  February, 
1886,  he  was  married  to  Miss  Mary  Carrigan,  who 
was  born  in  Union  County,  Ark.,  but  he  was  called 
' upon  to  mourn  her  death  December  2i,  1887,  she 
j having- borne  him  one  son.  She  was  an  earnest 
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im*ml)or  of  tlie  Presbyterian  Church,  and  was  a 
damddor  of  Dr.  A.  N.  and  Mary  J.  Ciirrigan.  born 
in  North  Carolina  and  Alabama,  respectively,  their 
marriage  taking  place  in  Union  County,  of  the 
latter  State.  In  1870  they  came  to  Washington 
Count v,  and  here  the  Doctor  died  December  4, 
1887,  having  been  a successful  physician  and  a 
surgeon  in  the  Confederate  army.  His  widow  sur- 
vives him. 

Hon.  David  J.  Montgomery,  planter,  Prescott, 
Ark  No  worthy  reference  to  the  agricultural 
affairs  of  the  county  would  be  complete  without 
mention  of  Mr.  Montgomery,  among  others  engaged 
in  tilling  the  soil.  He  owes  his  nativity  to  Tennes- 
see, his  birth  occurring  April  S.  .1821.  and  is  the 
son  of  Andrew  H.  and  Elizabeth  (Morris)  Mont- 
gomery, the  father  a native  of  South  Carolina,  born 
in  1794,  and  the  mother  a native  of  Tennessee, 
born  in  1797.  The  parents  were  married  in  Ten- 
nessee in  1819,  and  the  result  of  this  union  was 
eleven  children — live  sons  and  six  daughters— two 
sons  now  living.  The  mother  died  in  1842,  and 
the  father  then  married  Mrs.  (Talley)  Robison  in 
1S43.  Two  children  were  born  to  them,  but  both 
are  deceased.  The  father  was  in  the  War  of  1812, 
and  was  a member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  South.  He  died  in  1864.  David  J.  Mont- 
gomery early  had  instilled  into  his  youthful  mind 
all  the  duties  of  farm  life,  and  this  calling  has 
over  continued  to  be  his  chosen  field  of  labor.  He 
was  married  in  1841  to  Miss  Louisa  Crabb,  a na- 
tive of  Tennessee,  born  in  1820.  and  the  daughter 
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of  Stephen  and  Elizabeth  Crabb.  Himself  and 
wife  have  ten  children,  six  of  whom  are  now  liv- 
ing: James  M.,  David  J.,  Elizabeth  A.  (wife  of 

J.  G.  Carington.  now  living  in  Prescott,  Ark.), 
Melissa  A.  (wife  of  L.  D.  Scott,  now  living  in  Pres- 
cott), Nannie  J.  (wife  of  T.  S.  Bryan,  now  resid- 
ing in  Prescott,  Ark  . ) and  Mollie  (wife  of  S.  D. 
Corman.  a farmer,  living  in  Nevada  County,  Ark). 
Mr.  Montgomery  emigrated  from  Tennessee  to 
Mississippi,  thence  to  Arkansas,  in  1844,  and  set- 
tled in  Hempstead  County,  of  this  State.  His 
wife,  who  was  a worthy  member  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  died  here  in  1887.  Mr.  Mont- 
gomery's second  marriage  occurred  in  1887.  to  the 
daughter  of  Hiram  and  Elizabeth  (Ricks)  Kincheu. 
By  her  previous  marriage  Mrs.  Montgomery  be- 
came the  mother  of  live  children,  three  of  whom 
are  living:  Fannie  B.  (wife  of  J.  H.  Leiper,  now 

residing  in  Denver.  Colo.  >,  Flora  A.  (wife  of  W.  E. 
Gibson,  now  residing  in  Memphis,  Tenn. ) and 
Lila  L.  (wife  of  L.  B.  Stine,  now  residing  in 
Camden).  Mrs.  Montgomery's  first  husband  died 
November  17.  1885.  She  was  born  in  Georgia  on 


March  13,  1837.  Mr.  Montgomery  enlisted  in  the 
Confederate  army  during  the  late  war,  and  served 
from  1803  to  the  close  of  the  war.  He  was  in  the 
battles  of  Elkin’s  Ferry  and  Poison  Springs.  He 
represented  Hempstead  County  in  the  Legislature 
in  1874,  and  served  as  justice  of  the  peace  for  a 
number  of  years.  He  is  the  owner  of  240  acres  of 
land,  and  is  one  of  the  foremost  farmers  of  the 
county.  41e  is  a member  of  the  Masonic  fraternity, 
and  in  politics  is  strictly  Democratic.  He  and 
wife  are  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church.  South. 

H.  \\  . Moses  was  born  in  Alabama  in  1831.  but 
was  reared  in  Louisiana,  where  he  obtained  a pri- 
vate school  education.  Owing  to  the  'early  death 
of  his  father,  Samuel  S.  Moses,  who  was  a farmer, 
a member  of  the  Baptist  Church,  and  who  died  in 
1846,  he  was  compelled  to  put  his  shoulder  to  the 
wheel  at  a very  early  day,  and  until  their  marriage 
supported  three  sisters  and  a crippled  brother. 
January  1,  1856.  he  came  to  Arkansas,  but  the  first 
few  years  were  very  discouraging,  owing  to  a great 
deal  of  sickness  in  his  family.  In  nine  years’  time 
he  paid  one  bill  for  his  wife,  which  amounted  to 
§2.500.  On  May  13,  1862,  he  joined  the  Confed- 
erate army,  and  was  with  Price  on  his  Missouri 
raid,  participating  in  many  battles  and  skirmishes. 
He  wras  captured  October  12,  1864,  on  the  Big 
Blue  River,  in  the  Territory  of  Kansas,  and  after 
being  kept  in  captivity  in  St.  Louis  for  about 
twelve  days  lie  was  taken  to  Alton,  thence  to  Rock 
Island,  111.,  December  24,  1864.  thence  to  Rich- 
mond, Ya. , where  he  was  paroled  and  started  for 
home  May  2,  1865.  He  resumed  farming  after 
the  war,  and  uow  has  a tine  farm  of  360  acres  which 
is  well  adapted  to  the  raising  of  all  the  cereals,  cot- 
ton, vegetables,  etc.  His  marriage  to  Miss  Susan  C. 
Raleigh  took  place  on  June  26.  1854,  and  to  them  a 
family  of  nine  children  have  been  born:  James  AY. 
(who  married  Miss  Emma  McDowell),  William  A. 
(married  to  Miss  Arminta  Collins),  S.  Samson  (mar- 
ried to  Miss  Nora  Downs),  John  H.  H.  (married  to 
Miss  Dessie  Betts),  George  R.  (who  died  October  22. 
1884),  Lonny  C..  Patrick  F.,  Martha  J.  (wife  of  J. 
R.  Yocum)  and  Henrietta  (wife  of  E.  Foster).  The 
mother  of  these  children  is  a daughter  of  John  Ra- 
leigh, of  North  Carolina,  who  was  a grandson  of 
Sir  Walter  Raleigh,  the  North  American  explorer. 
On  December  25,  1887.  Ylr.  Moses  opened  a gen 
eral  mercantile  establishment  at  Lively,  his  stock 
of  goods  being  valued  at  about  §2.060,  and  he  does 
an  annual  business  of  §5,000.  He  is  a Democrat, 
a member  of  the  Missionary  Baptist  Church,  and 
belongs  to  the  A.  F.  & A.  M. 

A.  J- Nichols’  farm,  which  composes  200  acres, 
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is  one  of  the  finest  for  successful  agricultural  pur-  1 
poses  to  be  found  in  bis  section  of  the  country,  ' 
and  will  average  half  a bale  of  cotton  to  the 
acre,  and  fifteen  bushels  of  corn.  On  this  estate  ! 
is  a line  cotton-gin,  which  in  1880  turned  out  103  j 
bales  of  cotton,  but  usually  gives  at  least  250  bales. 
Mr.  Nichols  has  resided  in  Arkansas  since  1851, 
having  originallv  come  from  his  native  State  of  i 
Georgia,  Habersham  County,  where  he  .was  born  ! 
in  1836.  His  early  days  were  spent  in  working  on 
a farm,  he  receiving  no  schooling  until  lie  left  his  ! 
father,  when  twenty  years  old.  After  working  a 
while  he  then  went  to  school  four  months,  and 
later  started  on  the  stage  of  life  without  any  educa-  1 
tion,  only  knowing  how  to  labor.  He  was  married 
in  1858  to  Miss  Sarah  E.  Howard,  whose  father  was  i 
John  Howard.  They  settled  on  a woodland  farm 
in  Arkansas,  Nevada  County,  which  continued  to 
be  their  home  for  twenty  six  years,  but  during  the 
war  Mr.  Nichols  served  the  Confederacy,  being 
conscripted,  and  then  detailed  to  make  hats.  After 
the  war  he  returned  to  farming  in  Nevada  County, 
Ark.,  and  there  remained  through  the  reconstruc- 
tion days.  Powell  Clayton  was  governor  at  that 
time,  and  Mr.  Nichols  thinks  he  was  the  right  man 
for  that  place.  He  has  been  a life-long  Repub- 
lican, and  a Union  man  through  the  war,  but  now  i 
says  that  if  the  present  administration  does  not  give  I 
to  the  people  a free  government  in  every  sense  of  ! 
the  term,  lie  will  no  longer  be  a supporter  of  that 
party.  Mr.  Nichols  moved  from  Nevada  County,  j 
Ark.,  to  Hempstead  County.  Ark.,  in  1887.  He  is 
a member  of  the  A.  F.  A A.  M. . of  Hope  Lodge, 
and  also  belongs  to  the  K.  of  P.  lodge  at  Hope, 
Ark.  He  and  wife  are  members  of  the  Christian 
Church.  His  father.  Wiley  Nichols,  was  a volun- 
teer under  Andrew  Jackson  in  the  Indian  War, 
and  died  in  1881. 

John  M.  Parker  is  a son  of  William  B.  Parker, 
and  like  his  father  was  born  in  Georgia,  but  at  the 
age  of  twenty -one  he  started  out  for  himself  and 
moved  to  Arkansas  at  the  age  of  twenty-two. 
Prior  to  this  he  had  married  Miss  Clara  Barton,  a 
daughter  of  Larkin  Barton,  a blacksmith  and 
farmer  of  Meriwether  County.  Ga. , who  died  when 
Mrs.  Parker  was  fourteen  years  of  age.  To  her 
union  with  Mr.  Parker  the  following  family  of 
children  have  been  born:  Maryander  (wife  of  Jack- 
son  De  Vaughn),  Josephine  ( wife  of  Robert  Stuart),  j 
John  C.  Larkin.  James  R.  Jeff,  Guss.  Judson  ! 
(wife  of  John  Robertson),  and  Janie  (who  died  at  1 
nineteen).  All  but  the  last  named  are  living  at  : 
this  date.  On  first  coming  to  this  State  Mr.  Par- 
ker settled  in  Hot  Spring  County,  where  he  re-  i 
mained  ten  years,  then  removed  to  Columbia  i 


County,  and  after  a residence  of  twenty-six  years 
here  he  came  to  Hempstead  County.  In  1863  he 
enlisted  in  Crawford’s  regiment,  Fagan's  brigade, 
and  the  most  of  his  service  was  in  Arkansas.  He 
was  captured  at  Long  View  in  1865,  and  re- 
mained in  prison  at  Little  Rock,  Ark.,  and  Rock 
Island,  111.,  until  about  one  month  before  the 
final  surrender.  His  regiment  was  discharged  at 
Marshall,  Tex.,  and  he  returned  to  his  home  in 
Columbia  County,  Ark.,  and  resumed  farming,  re- 
maining here  during  the  reconstruction  period. 
He  has  resided  on  the  farm  on  which  he  is  now 
living  since  1881,  his  estate  consisting  of  eighty 
acres,  and  as  the  land  is  fertile  it  produces  abun- 
dant crops  of  cotton,  corn,  small  grain  and  fruits. 
He  and  his  wife  are  members  of  the  Missionary 
Baptist  Church.  He  is  a Democrat,  politically,  and 
has  tilled  a number  of  honorable  callings  in  life. 
His  parents  were  of  English  descent,  and  Baptist 
people;  his  mother  died  in  1848  in  Dallas  County. 
Ark.,  and  his  father  in  1S65  in  Jasper  County.  Tex. 

Mrs.  Clarindear  Peyton.  On  a tine  farm  of 
260  acres  of  good  farming  land,  in  Noland  Town- 
ship. near  Emmet,  well  improved  and  beautified 
by  trees,  shrubs  and  flowers,  surrounded  by  her 
children  and  grandchildren,  the  subject  of  this 
sketch.  Airs.  Clarindear  Peyton,  leads  a happy 
and  contented  life.  She  was  born  in  Hempstead 
County.  Ark..  January  16,  .1831,  a daughter  of 
William  and  Clarindear  (Wilson)  Beaty,  the  for- 
mer a native  of  South  Carolina,  and  the  latter  of 
Kentucky.  The3r  were  married  in  the  latter  State, 
and  in  1819  came  to  Arkansas,  settling  in  what  is 
now  Hempstead  County,  and  here  they  reared  their 
children.  Of  the  eleven  children  born  and  reared 
by  them,  only  two  now  live,  our  subject,  and 
Isabelle,  widow  of  Josiah  Tyree.  The  parents 
were  members  of  the  Baptist  Church,  and  passed 
from  life  in  Arkansas,  he  in  1851,  and  she  in  1871. 
Air.  and  Airs.  Peyton  were  married  on  February 
21.  1851,  and  became  the  parents  of  thirteen  chil- 
dren— eight  sons  and  five  daughters  — twelve  of 
whom  are  still  living,  viz. : Sarah  (wife  of  William 
Lowry),  Belle  (wife  of  B.  P.  Santford),  Alatlie 
(wife  of  J.  T.  Alaan),  Dora  (wife  of  AI.  H.  Harris i. 
William  L.,  James  A.,  Samuel  W. . Alarks  D.. 
Ephriam  H..  John  13..  Arthur  L. , Chesterfield 
and  Callie.  Air.  Peyton  was  born  in  Alissouri  on 
August  22,  1826.  He  served  in  the  late  war,  en- 
listing in  the  Confederate  cause,  in  1S62,  and 
served  faithfully  and  well  until  the  close  of  the 
war.  Airs.  Peyton  is  a member  of  the  Baptist 
Church,  and  is  a true  Christian  lady,  highly  es- 
teemed by  all  with  whom  she  comes  in  contact. 

G.~  11.  Phillips,  a successful  agriculturist  of 
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Hempstead  County  Ark.,  was  horn  on  Blue  Grass 
-oil.  in  Taylor  County,  and  is  a son  of  L.  T.  j 
Phillips,  who  was  formerly  a Virginian,  and  fol 
lowed  the  occupation  of  carpentering  and  cabinet-  ; 
making,  until  his  death,  which  occurred  in  1851. 
The  subject  of  this  sketch,  after  remaining  in  his 
native  State,  where  he  acquired  a fair  English 
education,  until  1855.  started  out  to  battle  with 
the  world  and  its  chances,  on  his  own  responsibility,  < 
and  after  remaining  in  Kentucky,  engaged  in  farm 
labor,  until  1S4S,  he  moved  to  Missouri,  and.  until 
1 SC)  1 lu>  was  engaged  in  tilling  the  soil  and  rais- 
ing stock.  He  then  became  a member  of  Long- 
street.' s regiment,  and  the  first  general  engage- 
ment in  which  lie  participated  was  near  Independ- 
ence, Mo.,  and  the  second  in  that  town.  From 
there  they  went  to  Lone  Jack,  where  they  had  an 
engagement,  and  the  next  one  was  at  Cane  Hill,  j 
Ark.,  to  which  State  the  operations  of  the  regi- 
ment were  confined,  until  Price  made  his  raid 
through  that  State  and  Missouri.  Mr.  Phillips' 
company  was  disbanded  at  Marshall.  Tex.,  and 
he  soon  after  came  with  his  family  to  Arkansas,  j 
and  for  the  past  twenty  years  he  lias  resided  on 
his  present  farm,  which  consists  of  360  acres  of 
productive  land.  He  owns  a twenty  horse-power 
saw  mill,  which  has  a capacity  of  12,000  feet  per 
duv,  and  in  addition  to  owning  a grist  mill  of  his  1 
own,  he  owns  another  mill  in  partnership  with 
Mr.  Wimberly.  His  marriage  to  Mrs.  Mary 
Morris,  widow  of  William  Morris,  occurred  in  1S68, 
she  being  a daughter  of  James  Morris,  of  Ten- 
nessee. They  have  no  children  of  their  own,  but 
Mrs.  Phillips  became  the  mother  of  a daughter  by 
her  first  husband — Elgardialnow  the  wife  of  J.  F. 

W aid,  of  Hope,  A rk).  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Phillips  be-  : 
long  to  the  Methodist  Church,  and  he  is  a sup- 
porter of  the  principles  of  the  Democrat  party. 

Hillery  R.  Powell,  whose  success  as  a farmer  is 
proverbial,  was  born  in  Hempstead  County.  Ark., 
April  15,  18-16,.  His  father.  Henry  I.  Powell,  was 
born  in  South  Carolina,  being  a son  of  Jacob  and 
Latha  Powell.  His  father  was  a soldier  in  the 
Revolutionary  War.  Henry  I.  Powell  came  to 
Arkansas  in  1842,  and  located  in  Hempstead 
County,  where  he  entered  a tract  of  wild  land, 
which  he  successfully  cultivated  until  death  re- 
moved him  in  1876.  His  wife,  nee  Elizabeth 
Sanderson,  a daughter  of  Joseph  and  Sarah  Sander- 
s,)11.  both  natives  of  Alabama,  was  born  in  that 
State,  and  is  still  living,  making  her  home  with 
one  of  her  sons  who  lives  within  two  miles  of 
our  subject.  She  is  a member  of  the  Primitive 
Baptist  Church,  as  was  her  husband.  They  were' 
tm-  parents  of  eight  children,  five  of  whom  are  still 
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living,  viz.  : Martha,  Eliza,  Hillery,  Wesley  G. , and 
Joseph  M.  Martha  is  now  Mrs.  Huchibv,  and  re 
sides  in  this  township;  Eliza  is  Mrs.  Crank,  and 
is  also  a resident  of  this  township;  Hillery  is  the 
subject  of  this  sketch;  Wesley  G.  owns  160  acres 
of  good  laud  in  this  township,  and  devotes  his 
time  to  cultivating  it;  Joseph  M. , also  a farmer  of 
this  township,  owns  eighty  acres  of  land,  which  he 
tills.  In  1864  our  subject,  then  a youth  of  eight- 
een years,  enlisted  in  Bird’s  regiment  of  Con- 
federate cavalry,  serving  as  a courier  for  Con- 
federate officers,  and  served  until  May,  1865,  when 
he  was  honorably*  discharged,  after  which  he  re- 
turned home,  and  the  next  year  commenced  life  on 
his  own  responsibility*  by  engaging  in  farming, 
subsequently  marrying,  the  same  year,  Miss  Sarah 
Landes.  She  was  born  in  1849,  daughter  of  J.  A. 
and  Elvira  (Carson)  Landes.  To  their  union  have 
been  born  ten  children,  but  six  of  whom  are  now 
living,  viz.  ; Julia  (now  Mrs.  Lafferty.of  this  county), 
Ila,  Jacob  B.,  James  Wesley,  George  W.  and 
Amos,  all  at  home.  Mrs.  Powell  is  a member  of 
the  Missionary  Baptist  Church.  Mr.  Powell’s 
farm  contains  160  acres  of  excellent  land,  with 
over  fifty  acres  under  a high  state  of  cultiva- 
tion, and  he  is  classed  among  the  well-to-do  agri- 
culturists of  this  section.  He  was  formerly  a mem- 
ber of  the  County  Wheel,  and  in  his  political 
views,  affiliates  with  the  Democratic  party. 

W.  A.  Prather,  a Georgian,  born  in  1841,  is  a 
son  of  M.  C. , and  a grandson  of  Thomas  Prather, 
the  latter  of  whom  was  of  English  descent,  a 
native  of  South  Carolina,  reared  in  North  Carolina, 
and  died  at  about  the  age  of  seventy-five  years. 
M.  C.  Prather  was  a merchant  tailor  and  planter, 
was  a stanch  member  of  the  Royal  Arch  Masons, 
and  died  in  1866.  The  subject  of  this  sketch  re- 
ceived a fairly  good  education  in  the  public  schools 
of  liis  native  State,  and  upon  reaching  the  age  of 
eighteen  y*ears,  began  working  for  himself  at  the 
carpenter’s  trade,  but  gave  this  up  in  1861  to  join 
the  Confederate  army,  becoming  a member  of 
Company  A,  Fourteenth  Alabama  Regiment,  under 
Lon  ^street  and  Hill.  He  became  first  lieuten- 
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ant  as  a non-commissioned  officer,  and  was  in  the 
engagement  at  Williamsburg  and  the  evacuation  of 
Yorktown.  He  was  also  in  the  seven  days’  fight 
around  Richmond,  Malvern  Hill,  Sharpsburg,  Au- 
tietam.  Gettysburg,  Chancellorsville  (where  he  was 
wounded  in  the  thigh  and  arm ).  the  \\  ilderness  (re- 
ceiving a wound  in  the  shoulder  and  breast ),  and  be- 
sides participated  in  numerous  skirmishes.  He 
surrendered  with  Hill’s  division  at  Appomattox 
Court  House.  After  the  war  he  spent  three  years 
in  Alabama,  engaged  in  farming,  then  the  follow- 
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mg  year  resided  in  Mississippi,  after  which  he 
came  to  Arkansas  in  1870.  and  until  1888  resided  a 
short  distance  north  of  hi.s  present  home.  His 
land  is  reasonably  productive,  and  he  has  a com- 
fortable and  happy  home  His  marriage  to  Miss 
Mary  Brooks,  of  Georgia,  took  place  in  July,  1805. 
He  is  a Democrat,  and  in  his  business,  as  well  as 
social  relations,  he  commands  respect  wherever  he 
is  known. 

Dr.  A.  L.  Pnrdom  seems  to  have  been  fitted 
by  nature  for  the  profession  of  a physician  and 
surgeon,  for,  in  his  practice,  he  has  been  more  than 
ordinarily  successful,  and  is  considered  one  of  the 
Best-read  men  in  this  section  of  the  country.  He 
was  born  in  Washington  in  1852.  to  Dr.  James  A. 
L.  and  Julia  A.  (McAlpine)  Purdom,  who  were 
married  in  the  State  of  Alabama,  and  in  1845 
came  to  W ashington,  Ark.,  but  a few  years  later 
they  went  to  Lewisville,  where  they  remained  one 
year.  At  the  end  of  that  time  they  returned  to 
Washington,  where  Dr.  Purdom  died  in  1 8b0.  and 
his  widow,  in  St.  Louis,  in  1885.  while  havino-  a sur- 
gical  operation  performed.  The  father  was  a suc- 
cessful and  life-long  physician,  being  a graduate 
of  the  Cincinnati  Medical  College,  and  of  the  Uni- 
versity of  Pennsylvania,  at  Philadelphia;  was  a 
member  of  the  A.  F.  & A.  M.,  and  was  a son  of 
Richard  B.  Purdom.  Dr.  A.  L.  Purdom  was  the 
fourth  of  seven  children,  and  was  reared  and  edu- 
cated at  Washington.  In  1870  he  began  the  study 
of  medicine  with  Dr.  W.  P.  Hart,  and,  in  1874 
and  1875,  attended  lectures  at  the  Louisville  Med- 
ical College,  of  Kentucky.  He  has  since  practiced 
in  Hempstead  County,  and  has  been  at  Ozan  since 
1 8SG,  where  he  has  an  excellent  practice,  and  is 
also  engaged  in  mercantile  pursuits.  He  was  mar- 
ried in  1877  to  Miss  M.  E. , a daughter  of  R.  II. 
and  51.  E.  Bruce,  the  former  of  whom  came  from 
North  Carolina  to  Hempstead  County  in  1848.  and 
soon  after  went  to  California.  Not  being  satisfied 
with  his  location  in  this  State,  however,  he  re- 
turned to  Hempstead  County,  and,  in  1852.  went 
back  to  his  native  State,  and  after  his  marriage, 
which  occurred  there,  he  again  came  back  to  Hemp- 
stead County.  Here  he  followed  the  occupation 
of  farming,  and  died  in  1887,  having  been  justice 
of  the  peace  some  years,  a soldier  in  hitter's  bat- 
tery, of  the  Confederate  States  army,  and  he  and 
wife  members  of  the  Baptist  Church.  .Mrs.  Pur 
dom  was  born  in  this  county,  and  has  borne  the 
Doctor  three  sons  and  one  daughter,  the  latter  be- 
ing dead.  The  Doctor  owns  a nice  home  and  busi 
ness  block  in  Ozan.  He  is  a Democrat,  Tilden  re- 
ceiving his  first  vote  in  lS7t>.  His  widow  is  a mem 
her  of  the  Baptist  Church. 


James  D.  Purtte.  He  whose  name  heads  this 
sketch  is  one  of  Hempstead  County’s  substantial 
and  enterprising  young  agriculturists.  He  was 
born  in  this  county  on  April  (d,  1853,  and  here  his 
boyhood  and  more  mature  years  have  been  spent. 
His  father,  Laurence  C.  Purtte,  was  born  in  Bibb 
County,  Ala. , in  1822,  and  there  spent  his  life  up 
to  the  age  of  thirty  years,  at  which  time  he  immi- 
grated to  Arkansas,  and  made  a home  in  Hemp- 
stead County,  in  which  lie  has  resided  ever  since. 
His  wife,  whose  maiden  name  was  Mary  A.  Bil- 
lingsley, was  a native  of  Mississippi,  and  bore  him 
twelve  children — eight  sons  and  four  daughters - 
seven  of  whom — five  sons  and  two  daughters  — 
survive,  namely:  Patrick  51  , Thomas  J.,  James 

D.,  George  M. , Leonora  A.  (wife  of  J.  J.  Gubbs), 
Edmon  H.  and  Berenice.  The  parents  are  both 
members  of  the  Baptist  Church,  and  are  highly 
esteemed  by  all  in  the  community.  They  make 
their  home  in  this  county.  The  father  belongs  to 
the  5Iasonic  fraternity;  he  served  the  Confederate 
cause  during  the  late  war,  from  1802  until  the 
close  of  the  war,  by  making  shoes  for  the  Confed- 
erate soldiers.  The  immediate  subject  of  this 
sketch  commenced  life  on  his  own  responsibility  in 
1878.  by  marrying  5Iiss  5Iargaret  J.  Adams, 
daughter  of  William  and  5Iary  (Smith)  Adams. 
She  was  born  in  Alabama  in  1855.  They  are  the 
parents  of  five  children — four  sons  and  one  daugh- 
ter— namely:  Christopher  C.,  Sidney  S.,  5Iary  51., 
Laurence  C.  and  John  Y.  5Ir.  Purtte  has  been 
very  successful  in  a financial  way,  and  is  the  fort- 
unate owner  of  232  acres  of  good  farming  land, 
well  improved,  with  good  buildings,  etc.  He  and 
wife  belong  to  the  Baptist  Church. 

John  J.  Reed,  planter,  Saline  Township.  John 
J.  Reed,  a native-born  son  of  Hempstead  County, 
Ark.,  has  become  one  of  its  enterprising  and  relia 
ble  citizens,  and,  although  young  in  years,  is  yet 
old  in  experience,  and  has  done  much  in  a quiet, 
unassuming  way  to  promote  the  advancement  of 
its  interests.  His  birth  occurred  on  October  4, 
1855,  lie  being  a son  of  Carson  and  Elizabeth 
(Beard)  Reed.  His  father  was  born  in  Tennessee  in 
1827,  and  when  he  was  three  years  of  age  his  par- 
ents moved  to  Hempstead  County.  Ark  , where  he 
grew  to  manhood.  Upon  starting  out  in  life  on  his 
own  responsibility  he  chose  farming  as  his  occu- 
pation, and  pursued  that  calling  with  success 
all  his  years.  He  wras  united  in  marriage  in 
1854  to  5Iiss  Elizabeth  Beard  a native  of  Alabama, 
and  a daughter  of  John  and  Vina  (Jenkins)  Beard, 
by  whom  he  became  the  father  of  six  children,  four 
of  whom  are  still  living,  viz.:  John  J.  (the  subject 
of  this  sketch),  Richard  D. , Elizabeth  (the  wife  of 
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])  \\\  Dove,  now  living  in  Howard  County,  Ark.) 
and  .Joseph  A.  The  mother  died  in  1S65;  she  was 
a member  of  the  Baptist  Church.  The  father  mar- 
ried his  second  wife,  nee  Miss  Sarah  Beningtield, 
of  Ih  'mpstead  County,  Ark. , in  1800,  and  by  her 
became  the  father  of  three  children,  viz.:  Edward, 
Bines  AY.  and  Price.  The  father  enlisted  in  the 
late  war  in  1SG2,  and  served  in  the  commissary 
department  until  1 805.  He  died  in  1873,  leaving 
a widow  who  makes  her  home  in  Hampstead  Coun- 
ty. The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  wedded  to  Miss 
Dora  Landers  on  March  28,  1S80.  She  was  a 
•laughter  of  John  and  Theodocia  (Aloren)  Landers, 
natives  of  Missouri  and  Virginia,  respectively,  and 
both  born  in  1809.  They  were  married  in  Hemp- 
stead County,  Ark.,  in  1830,  and  became  the  par- 
ents of  eight  children — live  sons  and  three  daugh- 
ters— live  of  whom  are  still  living,  viz. : William  A., 
Elmo  M.,  Benjamin  L.,  Alary  J.  (the  latter  is  now 
the  wife  of  B.  F.  Smith,  of  Nashville,  Ark.).  They 
were  both  members  of  the  Alethodist  Episcopal 
Church,  South,  and  died  in  1872  and  1879.  respect- 
ively. Air.  and  Airs.  Reed  are  the  parents  of  four 
children,  three  of  whom  are  still  living,  namely: 
Will  iam  A.  (deceased),  Lelia,  Robert  C.  and  Erma 
I.  Airs.  R eed  belongs  to  the  Alethodist  Episco- 
pal Church,  South.  Besides  a good  farm  of  231 
acres  of  tillable  land,  all  of  which  is  well  im- 
proved, Air.  Reed  is  the  owner  of  a large  steam  cot- 
ton-gin and  grist-mill,  and  is  looked  upon  as  one 
of  the  most  prosperous  planters  of  this  section. 

W.  A.  Rhodes,  of  the  firm  of  Rhodes  & Reed, 
general  merchants,  Hope,  Ark.,  is  a native  of  North 
Carolina,  born  in  October.  1SD 1 . and  is  the  son  of 
Pleasant  and  Emma  J.  (Trice)  Rhodes,  natives  of 
Orange  County,  N.  C.  The  parents  emigrated  to 
Arkansas  in  1853,  but  after  a short  time  returned 
to  North  Carolina,  remaining  there  two  years. 
They  then  came  back  to  Arkansas  and  there  the 
father  died  in  1805.  He  was  a farmer  by  vocation. 
The  mother  is  still  living.  W.  A.  Rhodes  was 
reared  in  Dallas  County,  Ark. , was  early  trained  to 
the  duties  of  farm  life,  and  received  his  education 
in  the  common  schools.  When  nineteen  years  of  age 
he  embarked  in  merchandising,  and  this  continued 
for  some  time.  In  1883  he  came  to  Hope,  Hemp- 
stead County,  Ark.,  and  was  employed  as  book- 
keeper for  five  years  for  Sidney  B.  Wood.  In 
August,  1885,  the  present  firm  opened  a store  in 
that  place  and  this  they  have  since  continued. 
Loth  gentlemen  are  possessed  of  energy,  persever- 
ance and  push, combined  with  ability,  and  are  highly 
••-teemed  in  the  community.  Thev  carry  a gcner- 
ai  line  of  merchandise  and  are  one  of  the  largest 
linns  in  Hope.  Air.  Rhodes  may  safely  be  called 


a self-made  man,  as  the  principal  part  of  his  educa- 
tion was  obtained  by  individual  labor,  and  what 
property  he  has  accumulated  is  the  result  of  his 
own  exertions  also.  He  was  married  in  1883  to 
Aliss  Ada  Reed,  by  whom  he  has  one  child,  Lnceille. 

Air.  Rhodes  is  a member  of  the  K.  of  P.  lodge,  and 
is  a stockholder  in  the  Fair  Association  and  Iron 
Foundry. 

W.  P.  Richardson,  planter,  miller  and  ginner, 

| on  starting  out  in  life  for  himself,  chose  as  his  call  j 
i ing  farming,  and  to  this  end  he  has  since  put  forth 
all  his  energies,  and  not  without  substantial  results. 

He  is  now  the  owner  of  000  acres  of  fine  land,  and 
has  it  well  improved.  He  was  born  in  South  Car- 
olina on  April  10,  1833,  and  is  the  son  of  Evan  and 
Alary  A.  (Gee)  Richardson,  his  father  a native  of 
North  Carolina,  born  in  1805,  and  his  mother  born  | 
June  25,  1809.  They  were  married  in  South  Car- 
olina, in  1828,  by  Rev.  Air.  Dixon,  a Presbyterian 
minister,  and  to  them  were  born  seven  children — 
four  sons  and  three  daughters — all  now  dead  but 
the  subject  of  this  sketch.  The  parents  emigrated 
to  Alabama  in  1833,  and  there  the  father's  death 
occurred  in  1844.  He  was  a member  of  the  Aleth- 
odist Episcopal  Church,  as  was  his  wife.  The 
mother  was  married  to  her  second  husband,  Will- 
iam Bobbit,  in  1850.  He  died  soon  after  his  mar- 
riage. The  subject  of  this  sketch  remained  in  Ala- 
j bama  till  the  second  marriage  of  his  mother, and  from 
I Alabama  went  to  Alississippi.  remaining  there  two 
years.  After  his  mother  became  a widow  he  moved 
her  to  his  home  in  Alississippi,  caring  for  her  and  his 
; younger  brothers  and  sisters,  the  latter  till  they 
were  grown,  and  his  mother  till  her  death,  which 
occurred  October  21,  1S87,  being  at  the  time  of 
her  death  seventy-eight  years  six  months  and  four 
days  old.  Any  one  similarly  situated  as  AY.  P. 
Richardson  in  boyhood,  left  fatherless  at  the  age  of 
ten,  with  a widowed  mother  to  care  for  and  several 
small  brothers  and  sisters,  need  not  become  dis- 
couraged, but  relv  on  their  own  energy  to  build 
themselves  up.  It  is  true  such  boys  cannot  always  ob- 
tain as  good  an  education  as  they  perhaps  might  like: 
neither  did  Air.  Richardson,  but  he  has  improved 
his  time,  and  to-day  there  are  but  few  better  in- 
formed men  in  the  county  than  he,  and  not  with  - 
1 standing  he  has  had  some  heavy  losses,  he  is  now 
l one  of  the  largest  property  owners  in  this  part  of 
| the  county.  Air.  Richardson  moved  to  Arkansas 
; from  Alississippi  in  1807,  but  was  married  in  Alis- 
5 sissippi  to  Aliss  Emma  AI.  Mathis,  in  1808.  She 
was  born  in  that  State,  and  died  in  Arkansas  in 
i 1809.  She  was  a member  of  the  Alethodist  Epis- 
| copal  Church.  Air.  Richardson  was  married  to  his 
I second  wife,  Aliss  Sara  Linvillo,  June  28.  1S71,  a 
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native  of  Pike  County,  Ark.,  horn  in  1853,  and  to 
this  union  was  born  one  child,  John  E.  Airs. 
Richardson  died  October  30, , in  full  com- 

munion with  the  AJethodist  Protestant  Church. 
On  December  23,  1874,  Air.  Richardson  was  mar- 
ried to  Miss  Alary  A.  Justus,  a native  of  Hemp- 
stead County,  Ark.  She  was  born  July  2,  1851. 
They  are  the  parents  of  seven  children — four  sons 
and  three  daughters — live  now  living:  Benjamin 

F.,  Mamie  A.,  Bet  lie  A..  William  J.  and  Alaggie 
M.  In  1803  Air.  Richardson  enlisted  in  Company 
C (cavalry),  and  served  in  the  Confederate  army 
till  the  close  of  the  war.  He  was  captured  at 
Franklin,  Term.,  and  carried  to  Nashville,  thence  to 
Louisville,  Ky. , and  was  retained  till  1804.  He 
then  returned  to  his  regiment.  In  politics  he  affil- 
iates with  the  Democrats.  Airs.  Richardson  is  a 
member  of  the  Presbyterian  Church. 

Dr.  Robert  F.  Roberson,  practicing  physician 
and  merchant  doing  business  at  Wallaceburg.  was 
born  in  Sevier  County,  Ark.,  November' 28,  1835, 
being  a son  of  Benjamin  and  Nancy  (Alesser) 
Roberson.  His  father  was  born  on  a farm  in 
North  Carolina,  on  October  12,  1812,  was  reared 
to  farm  labor,  and  after  reaching  manhood  engaged 
in  agricultural  pursuits  on  his  own  responsibility, 
continuing  in  that  calling  all  his  life.  He  was 
married  in  Hempstead  County,  Ark.,  in  1834,  to 
Aliss  Nancy  Alesser,  and  they  became  the  parents 
of  ten  children — six  sons  and  four  daughters  — the 
subject  of  this  sketch  being  the  eldest  son.  Seven 
of  these  children  are  now  living,  viz.:  Robert  F., 
James  H. , William  A.,  Johnson  J.,  Jane  (wife  of 
Samuel  Floyd,  a farmer  of  Howard  County,  Ark.), 
Elizabeth  (wife  of  J.  W.  Carrol,  a farmer  and  mill- 
man  living  at  Lockesbnrg,  Sevier  County,  Ark.), 
and  Frances  A.  (wife  of  C.  W.  Jones,  also  a 
farmer  of  Howard  County,  Ark).  The  mother 
died  in  Howard  County,  in  1881,  but  her  husband 
is  still  living  at  the  advanced  age  of  seventy-eight 
years.  He  belongs  to  the  Alethodist  Episcopal 
Church,  as  did  his  wife,  and  is  a member  of  the 
Alasonic  fraternity.  The  subject  of  this  sketch 
grew  to  manhood  in  Arkansas.  Early  in  life  he 
took  up  the  study  of  medicine,  and  in  1857  and 
1858  attended  lectures  at  the  .Medical  College  of 
Memphis,  Teun.  In  1858  he  entered  upon  the 
active  practice  of  his  profession  in  Pike  County, 
Ark. , and  has  continued  in  the  practice  of  medi 
cine  ever  since.  He  commenced  merchandising  in 
1867,  at  Murfreesboro.  Pike  County,  and  conducted 
a successful  business  there  for  a number  of  years. 
In  1871  he  opened  his  drug  store  in  Wallaceburg. 
and  in  1875  added  ;i  stock- of  general  merchandise, 
and  now  conducts  a large  and  growing  business. 


He  owns  540  acres  of  valuable  farming  land  in  this 
j county,  all  of  which  is  well  improved.  Dr.  Rober- 
son was  married  in  Pike  County.  Ark.,  in  1855.  to 
Aliss  Alartha  A.  McFarlan,  a native  of  Tennessee, 

I born  in  1834.  who  died  after  a happy  married  life 
! of  three  years.  She  belonged  to  the  Alethodist 
Episcopal  Church,  South.  Air.  Roberson  married 
his  second  wife  in  1859,  wedding  Aliss  Rebecca  E. 

| Hancock,  who  died  in  1863,  after  bearing  him 
j two  children,  both  of  whom  are  since  deceased. 
She  also  was  a member  of  the  Alethodist  Episcopal 
Church  South.  The  Doctor  remained  a widower 
for  two  years,  and  then  led  Aliss  Sarah  J.  Scott,  a 
| native  of  South  Carolina,  born  in  1838,  to  the 
altar,  and  she  became  his  third  wife,  but  after  two 
years  of  wedded  bliss  she  passed  away,  dying  in 
j 1867.  Dr.  Roberson  was  married  to  his  fourth 
| and  present  wife  in  1869.  She  was  formerly  Airs. 
Elizabeth  Blevins  Stamps,  widow  of  Dr.  Stamps,  a 
native  of  Alabama,  born  in  1832,  to  whom  she  was 
married  in  1860,  and  by  whom  she  had  four  chil- 
j dren — three  sons  and  one  daughter — all  of  whom 
[ are  now  deceased.  Their  names  were  Alartha  L., 
John  A.,  William  F. , and  one  unnamed.  Afrs. 
Roberson’s  parents  were  Hugh  A.  and  Sarah 
; ( W illis)  Blevins,  and  they  had  a family  of  eleven 
children — seven  daughters  and  four  sons — three 
J only  of  whom  are  now  living,  viz. : Alary  W.  (wife 
I of  Polk  Bishop,  a carpenter  by  trade,  living  at 
Aliueral  Springs,  Ark.),  Nancy  H.  ( wife  of  S.  B. 
i Bishop,  a farmer  of  this  county),  and  Airs.  Rober- 
son. To  Air.  and  Airs.  Roberson  were  born  two 
! children:  Lelia  P.  (deceased),  and  Claud  Al.  Polit- 
ically, Dr.  Roberson  is  a Democrat,  and  socially 
belongs  to  the  Alasonic  order,  and  he  and  wife  are 
both  members  of  the  Alethodist  Episcopal  Church, 
South. 

A.  J.  Robins  is  the  present  able  treasurer  of 
Hempstead  County.  Ark.,  and  is  a member  of  the 
Ozan  Store  Company,  of  Ozan,  Ark.  His  birth  oc- 
| curred  in  Alaury  County,  Ga.,  in  1851.  but  his  par- 
ents, John  B.  and  Eveline  (Harris)  Robins,  were  born 
in  Franklin  County,  Ga.,  in  1S15.  and  North  Caro- 
lina, respectively.  When  quite  young.  Airs.  Robins 
! went  with  her  parents  to  Georgia,  where  she  and 
Air.  Robins  were  married,  and  lived  until  1859, 
when  they  came  to  Hempstead  County,  Ark  , lo- 
cating on  a farm  in  what  is  now  PTnion  Township. 
Air.  Robins  represented  bis  county  in  the  Legis- 
lature in  I860,  and.  again  in  1880,  and  while  a 
resident  of  Georgia,  tilled  the  office  of  justice  of 
the  peace  for  some  years.  He  was  in  the  Alexican 
War,  was  a soldier  in  the  Confederate  army  under 
Col..  McNeil  during  the  latter  part  of  the  Civil 
i War,  and  at  the  time  of  his  death,  in  1881,  he  was 
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a loading  member  of  the  A.  F.  <fc  A.  M. , Pleasant 
Valiev  Lodge,  at  Nashville.  His  father,  William 
H.  Robins,  was  born  in  England,  and  when  a 
young  man,  he  and  several  brothers  came  to  Amer- 
ica, and  he  settled  and  spent  the  rest  of  his  life  in 
the  State  of  Georgia.  He  served  in  the  War  of 
1 S 1 2.  The  mother’s  father.  Edward  Harris,  was 
married  in  North  Carolina,  moved  from  there  to  I 
Georgia,  and  in  1859,settled  in  Hempstead  County, 
Ark.,  where  he  died,  in  1861.  and  his  widow  some  j 
years  after  the  close  of  the  war.  He  was  a farmer 
and  distiller,  and  was  a soldier  in  one  of  the  early 
wars.  John  B.  Robins  was  married  twice,  his  last 
wife  being  the  mother  of  the  subject  of  this  sketch. 
She  is  now  aged  about  fifty-nine  years,  and  is  a 
worthy  member  of  the  Missionary  Baptist  Church. 

A.  J.  Robins  was  the  second  in  a family  of  eight 
children  born  to  his  parents,  and  his  early  edu- 
cation was  received  in  the  common  schools  near  I 
his  father’s  home.  When  he  had  attained  his  | 
seventeenth  year  lie  began  farming  for  himself, 
and  this  occupation  received  his  attention  until  | 
1887,  when  he  opened  a mercantile  establishment  j 
at  Ozan.  He  has  been  doing  a thriving  business, 
and  in  addition  to  looking  after  his  interests  in  the 
store,  he  is  very  efficiently  discharging  his  duties 
as  county  treasurer,  to  which  position  he  was  elected 
on  the  Democratic  ticket  in  1888.  He  has  also 
served  some  years  as  justice  of  the  peace,  and  al-  ! 
though  Independent  in  his  political  views,  he  cast 
his  11  lust  presidential  vote  for  Horace  Greeley,  in  j 
1872.  His  marriage  to  Miss  Julia  Bean  took  place 
in  186S,  her  birth  occurring  in  the  State  of  Missis- 
sippi, and  her  death  in  Arkansas,  in  1872,  her  two 
children  being  also  deceased.  In  1875  Mr.  Robins'  j 
second  marriage  took  place,  the  maiden  name  of 
his  wife  being  Lenora  Lewis.  She  was  born  in  | 
Columbia  County,  Ark.,  and  died  in  Hempstead  j 
County  in  1879,  leaving  a sou  and  a daughter,  i 
Mr.  Robins’  third  marriage  was  consummated  in  ] 
1881,  and  his  wife,  Miss  Harriet  L.  Campbell,  was  ] 
born  in  this  county.  Her  parents,  Jerome  and 
Harriet  Campbell,  were  among  the  early  settlers  of 
Hempstead  County  from  Missouri,  and  here  spent 
the  remainder  of  their  days.  Both  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Robins  were  members  of  the  Baptist  Church. 

Capt.  Charles  E.  Boyston  is  one  of  tho  sturdy 
sons  of  the  soil  of  Hempstead  County,  Ark.,  and  i 
was  born  in  \\  asliington  March  8.  1843,  being  a 
son  of  Gen.  Grandison  D.  and  Mary  C.  (Bates) 
Royston,  the  former  born  in  Carter  County,  East 
l enn.,  December  11.  1809,  and  the  latter  in  Her- 
culaneum, Mo.,  in  IS  19.  Mr.  Royston,  after  re  - _ 
-Ming  on  a farm  in  East  Tennessee,  and  receiving 
111,1  advantages  of  the  common  schools,  came  to  j 


Washington,  Ark. , in  1832  or  1833,  and  for  a short- 
time  was  engaged  in  teaching  school  here.  He 
was  married  in  Little  Rock  in  1833,  but  made  his 
home  in  Washington  until  his  death,  which  oc- 
curred August  14,  1889.  He  was  admitted  to  the 
bar  while  a resident  of  Tennessee,  and  law  con- 
tinued to  be  his  profession  throughout  life.  He 
became  very  able,  and  for  some  years  was  prosecut- 
ing attorney  of  his  district,  being  also  a member 
of  the  first  Constitutional  Convention,  .which  was 
held  in  1830,  and  was  president  of  the  convention 
held  in  1874.  He  served  in  both  Houses  of  the 
State  Legislature,  and  was  a member  of  the  Con- 
federate Congress,  and  in  early  times  frequently 
served  on  the  bench  as  special  judge,  a position  he 
filled  with  ability  and  dignity.  Throughout  all 
his  public  career  he  maintained  his  honesty  and 
the  esteem  of  all.  and  his  death  at  the  ripe  age  of 
eighty  years  was  lamented  by  all.  He  was  a Demo- 
crat all  his  life,  was  a member  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church  for  fifty  years,  and  became  one  of  the 
wealthiest  men  in  this  section  of  the  country,  own- 
ing 10,000  acres  of  land  in  Southwestern  Arkansas, 
and  a large  number  of  slaves,  all  of  which  was  ac 
qnired  by  industry  and  close  attention  to  business. 
He  established  an  enviable  reputation  for  himself, 
not  only  in  Southwestern  Arkansas,  but  through 
out-  the  entire  State,  and  all  selfish  and  personal 
considerations  were  laid  aside  when  the  question 
of  duty  was  presented.  His  father,  Joshua  Roys- 
ton. died  in  Carter  County,  Tenn..  over  ninety 
years  of  age,  having  been  a worthy  tiller  of  the 
soil.  Mrs.  Mary  C.  (Bates)  Royston.  the  mother 
of  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  is  still  living,  and  at 
an  early  date  came  with  her  father,  William  Bates, 
of  Connecticut,  to  Missouri,  in  which  State  he  died 
when  Mrs.  Royston  was  an  infant,  after  which  event 
his  family  soon  moved  to  Little  Rock,  and  from  there 
to  Washington.  Ark.,  where  the  mother  spent  the 
rest  of  her  days.  Capt.  Charles  E.  Royston  is  the 
third  of  five  sons  and  three  daughters,  three  now 
living,  the  other  two  members'  of  the  family  being 
Irene  (wife of  E.  D.  Jett),  and  William  A.,  a prom 
iuent  merchant  of  Little  Rock.  Charles  E.  was 
reared  in  Hempstead  County,  and  attended  the 
schools  of  Washington.  In  the  latter  part  of  the 
war  ho  became  an  aid-de-camp  of  Gen.  Churchill  in 
t-he  Trans-Mississippi  Department,  and  operated  in 
Louisiana,  Arkansas  and  Texas,  surrendering  at 
Shreveport,  La.,  April  7,  1.865,  having, taken  part  in 
the  engagements  of  Pleasant  Hill,  La.,  and  Jenkins' 
Ferry,  Ark.,  and  rose  to  the  rank  of  captain.  Capt. 
Royston  returned  borne  to  turn  his  sword  into  a plow 
share,  and  has  devoted  his  attention  to  farming  up 
to  the  present  date,  being  now  the  owner  of  about 
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2,000  acres  of  land  in  different  tracts.  His  mar-  j 
riage  to  Miss  Mary  M.  Andrews  took  place  in  i860,  J 
sire  being  a daughter  of  William  W.  and  Elizabeth  j 
(Jones)  Andrews,  natives,  respectively,  of  Connecti- 
cut and  Texas.  When  a boy  Mr.  Andrews  left 
home  and  came  to  Arkansas,  married  and  spent  ! 
the  rest  of  his  life  in  Washington,  becoming  a 
wealthy  merchant  and  land  speculator.  He  was 
the  only  one  of  his  family  who  came  to  Arkan- 
sas, and  here  died  in  1875.  He  was  married 
twice,  his  first  wife,  Mrs.  Royston’ s mother,  dy- 
ing in  the  latter’s  childhood.  His  second  wife 
was  a sister  of  Maj.  John  D.  Adams,  of  Little  Rock, 
and  she  is  still  living.  Mrs.  Royston  was  born  in 
the  same  house  as  her  husband,  and  their  union 
has  resulted  in  the  birth  of  six  children — one  son 
and  five  daughters.  Capt.  Royston  is  a Democrat, 
Seymour  receiving  his  first  vote  in  1808,  and  in 
1882  was  chosen  to  till  the  unexpired  term  of  James 
' W.  Williams  as  county  sheriff.  He  and  Mrs.  Roys- 
ton have  been  members  of  the  Presbyterian  Church 
since  1809. 

Dr.  J.  13.  Sandefur,  physician  and  surgeon, 
Hope,  Ark.  Dr.  Sandefur  is  recognized  far  and 
wide  as  a friend  and  laborer  in  the  cause  and  ad- 
vancement of  the  medical  fraternity.  He  is  a na- 
tive of  Alabama,  born  in  Tuscumbia  in  1836.  and 
is  the  second  child  born  to  the  union  of  George 
W.  and  Mary  (Bates)  Sandefur,  natives  of  Virgin- 
ia and  Alabama,  respectively.  The  father  was  a 
tanner  by  trade,  and  was  also  engaged  in  the  man- 
ufacture of  boots,  shoes  and  harness.  He  moved 
to  this  State  about  1850,  and  settled  in  what  was 
then  Hempstead,  but  is  now  Nevada  County, 
where  he  entered  land.  Here  he  improved  his 
farm  and  resided  until  his  death, which  occurred  in 
I860.  The  country  was  very  sparsely  settled  at 
the  time  Mr.  Sandefur  first  located  here,  game  of 
all  kinds  was  plentiful  and  occasionally  a few  In- 
dians would  roam  through  the  county.  He  and 
his  wife  were  the  parents  of  eight  children,  three 
of  whom  are  still  living:  Mrs.  Mary  Jones  and  Mrs. 
Virginia  Rowell  both  of  this  county.  Mrs.  Sande- 
fur, who  yet  resides  in  this  county,  is  in  her 
j seventy-ninth  year,  and  is  still  quite  active.  She  i 
i appears  younger  than  a great  many  ladies  of  fifty. 
She  is  a member  of  the  Cumberland  Presbyterian 
Church.  Mr.  Sandefur  was  a member  of  the  Masonic 
fraternity.  Dr.  J.  B.  Sandefur  received  an  ordi- 
nary education  in  the  common  schools  of  this 
county,  and  when  twenty  one  years  of  age  com- 
menced fitting  himself  for  the  tanner's  trade,  which 
he  learned  from  his  father,  and  at  the  begin- 
ning of  the  war  he  was  engaged  in  this  and  in  the 
manufacture  of  boots  aud  shoes.  On  this  account  lie 


was  released  from  service.  After  the  war  he  con 
tinned  the  business  for  eight  or  nine  months,  after 
which  he  disposed  of  his  stock  and  entered  the 
office  of  Dr.  J.  B.  Davis  of  this  county.  He  read 
medicine  for  eighteen  months,  and  in  1867  attended 
the  New  Orleans  School  of  Medicine,  where  he  re- 
mained one  term.  Ho  then  came  home,  formed  a 
partnership  with  his  old  instructor,  and  engaged 
in  the  practice  of  liis  profession.  When  he  first 
commenced  practicing,  the  Doctor’s  territory  em- 
braced a tract  of  country  about  twenty  miles 
square,  and  he  had  the  largest  practice  in  this  sec- 
tion. He  enjoys  the  reputation  of  being  one  of  the 
leading  physicians  in  this  county,  and  although  M. 

D. ’s  are  plentiful,  he  still  has  as  much  as  lie  can 
attend  to.  The  Doctor  was  married  in  1863  to  Miss 
Berneacey  Hamric,  daughter  of  John  Harnrie.  a 
native  of  Mississippi.  Dr.  Sandefur  and  wife  were 
the  parents  of  seven  children,  only  two  now  living: 
Ada  (wife  of  James  Wilye)  and  George,  both  of 
whom  are  residents  of  this  county.  Mrs.  Sande- 
fur died  on  November  1,  1889,  and  was  a consistent 
member  of  the  Missionary  Baptist  Church.  Dr. 
Sandefur  is  largely  interested  in  agricultural  pur- 
suits, is  the  owner  of  several  farms,  and  has  about 
150  acres  under  cultivation.  Until  moving  to 
Hope  the  Doctor  made  a specialty  of  farming,  and 
followed  that  almost  as  extensively  as  though  not 
engaged  in  his  practice.  Since  coming  here  he 
has  disposed  of  several  farms.  The  Doctor  is  a 
genial  and  generous  gentleman,  liberal  in  his  idea.-, 
and  a protector  of  the  rights  of  humanity.  He  is 
a member  of  the  A.  F.  & A.  M.,  aud  politically 
is  a Democrat. 

Benjamin  P.  Sandefur,  planter,  Noland  Town- 
ship. Although  Mr.  Sandefur  is  a comparatively 
young  man,  he  is  one  of  the  foremost  agriculturists  of 
the  county,  and  as  a farmer  he  has  a reputation  that 
might  well  be  envied  bv  many  an  older  man.  He 
was  born  in  Little  River  County,  Aik.,  on  Octo 
ber  4,  1852.  being  a son  of  Patrick  and  Mary 
(Mallow)  Sandefur,  the  former  a native  of  Alabama, 
born  in  1830,  and  the  latter  also  of  Alabama, 
born  in  1827.  They  were  wedded  in  Little  River 
County,  Ark  , and  there  reared  the  children  that 
were  given  to  them.  Of  their  twelve  children — 
seven  sons  and  live  daughters — but  ten  are  now 
living,  and  they  are  Benjamin  P.  (our  subject). 
Patrick  W. , Henry  M.,  Leon  E. , William,  Sarah 

E.  (wife  of  Samuel  McNeeley,  a well-to-do  farmer 
of  Little  River  County),  Mariah  F.  (wife  of 
Richard  Chayter,  a prominent  merchant  of  Rich- 
mond, Ark.),  Dady  (wife  of  Hinemou  Head,  a 
leading  lawyer  of  Richmond,  Ark.  j,  and  Lilly  B. 
The  father  was  born  and  reared  on  a farm,  and 
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has  followed  that  occupation  all  his  life.  Both  he 
and  wife  are  members  of  the  Presbyterian  Church, 
and  have  been  identified  with  that  body  for  a 
number  of  years.  During  the  late  war,  the  father 
enlisted  in  the  Confederate  cause  in  1862,  and 
served  until  the  close  of  the  contest.  On  Febru- 
ary 2,  1873,  Benjamin  P.  Saudefur,  the  immediate 
subject  of  this  sketch,  was  joined  in  matrimony  to 
Miss  Mary  E.  Peyton,  a daughter  of  James  and 
Clariuda  (Beaty)  Peyton,  a native  of  Hempstead 
County,  Ark.,  born  in  1S55,  and  six  children — four 
sons  and  two  daughters — have  been  given  to  them, 
namely:  Ida  O. . James  P. , William  B.,  Benja- 
min L. , Leroy  P.  and  May  B.  Mrs.  Sandefur  is  a 
member  of  the  Presbyterian  Church.  Mr.  .Sande- 
fur owns  a farm  of  126  acres  of  valuable  land, 
which  he  cultivates,  his  principal  crop  being  corn 
and  cotton.  In  his  political  views  he  affiliates 
with  the  Democratic  party. 

William  G.  Scoggin  was  brought  up  to  a farm- 
er’s life  by  his  father,  James  W.  Scoggin,  and 
like  the  majority  of  boys  has  followed  in  his  an- 
cestor’s footsteps,  and  is  now  one  of  the  prominent 
farmers  and  stockmen  of  Hempstead  County.  He 
is  a native  of  Tennessee,  his  birth  occurring  in 
White  County  in  1820,  but  his  education,  a com- 
mon-school one.  was  obtained  in  Missouri  and  Ar- 
kansas. His  marriage  occurred  in  the  last-named 
place  in  1859,  his  wife  being  Priscilla,  a daughter 
of  Samuel  Leslie,  a sketch  of  whom  appears  in 
another  part  of  this  work.  Mrs.  Scoggin  was 
born  on  the  farm  on  which  Mr.  Sconein  is  now 
living,  and  there  she  was  called  from  the  scene  of 
her  earthly  labors  in  1871,  having  borne  two  chil- 
dren, James  S.  being  the  only  one  now  living. 
Mr.  Scoggin’ s second  marriage  took  place  in  1873, 
to  Leona,  a daughter  of  Jesse  and  Virginia  Bry- 
ant, Tennesseeans,  who  came  to  Hempstead  County 
in  1839,  the  former  dying  at  the  age  of  sixty -four 
years,  and  the  latter  in  July,  1889.  Mr.  Bryant 
was  a soldier  in  the  Confederate  army  throughout 
the  war,  was  a farmer  by  occupation,  and  he  and 
wife  were  members  of  the  Methodist  Church. 
Mrs.  Scoggin  was  born  in  Tennessee,  and  has 
borne  her  husband  seven  children — three  sons  and 
four  daughters.  Since  his  first  marriage  Mr. 
Scoggin  has  lived  on  his  present  farm  of  200  acres. 
Besides  this  he  has  120  acres  in  Howard  County, 
acres  in  Pike  County,  besides  owning  an  inter- 
est, in  the  general  mercantile  establishment  of 
Black  A Scoggin.  of  Nashville.  Ho  has  been  a 
Democrat  all  Ids  life,  Pierce  receiving  his  tirst 
presidential  vote  in  1832,  and  he  is  a member  of 
Om  A.  F.  A A.  M. , Pleasant  Valley  Lodge  No.  80. 
°f  which  he  has  been  senior  warden.  He  has 


■ been  a member  of  the  Missionary  Baptist  Church 
| for  thirty  years,  but  his  present  wife  is.  as  was  his 

first  wife,  a Methodist.  In  1862  Mr.  Scoggin 
i joiued  Company  I,  Nineteenth  Arkansas  Infantry, 
but  on  January  11,  1868,  ho  was  captured  at  Ar 
kansas  Post,  and  was  imprisoned  at  Camp  Douglas, 
111.,  for  over  two  months,  after  which  he  made  his 
escape  and  came  home.  In  the  fall  of  1S68  he 
| joined  a home  militia  company  of  cavalry,  sub 
j sequently  operating  in  Arkansas  until  the  close  of 
I the  war.  His  parents,  James  W.  and  Sarah  G. 
(Greene)  Scoggin,  were  born  in  Virginia  and  Ken- 
tucky, in  1805  and  1S06.  respectively,  and  went 
I with  their  parents  to  White  County,  Tenn.,  where 
they  were  afterward  married.  AY  hen  the  subject 
of  this  sketch  was  a year  old  they  removed  to 
| Cooper  County,  Mo.,  and  in  1846  to  Hempstead 
j County,  Ark.,  settling  on  the  farm  where  William 
j G.  now  lives,  where  they  spent  the  rest  of  their 
| days,  the  former  dying  in  1864  and  the  latter  in  | 
; 1872,  worthy  Christians.  The  former  was  justice 
| of  the  peace  while  in  Missouri,  and  was  a farmer  i 
; and  stockman.  His  father,  Rev.  John  Scoggin, 

| was  born  in  Virginia,  but  came  from  Tennessee  to 
Hempstead  County,  Ark. . some  time  after  his  son 
James,  did.  He  was  of  German  descent,  a soldier 
in  the  11  evolutionary  AYar,  and  died  at  the  age  of 
eighty-six  years.  The  grandfather,  Uev.  John 
Greene,  was  probably  a A irginian,  but  died  a farm- 
er and  a Baptist  minister  in  White  County,  Tenn. 

| He  was  also  a soldier  in  the  Revolutionary  AA’ar. 

Rev.  J.  B.  Searcy,  D.  D. , pastor  of  Baptist 
! Church,  Hope,  Ark.  The  personal  example  and 
! influence  which  this  humble  but.  worthy  minister 
| of  the  gospel  casts  about  him  in  every-day  life  can 
not  but  be  beneficial  to  those  who  enjoy  the 
| privilege  of  his  companionship,  for  by  no  means 
j the  least  of  his  gifts  is  the  transcendent  power  of 
i personal  quality.  He  was  born  in  Barbour  County, 
Ala.,  in  the  town  of  Eufaula,  on  July  18,  1838,  and  j 
; was  the  sixth  child  and  first  son  born  to  the  union 

■ of  Reuben  and  Isabella  (McDonald)  Searcy,  both 
! natives  of  Georgia.  The  parents  emigrated  to 

Alabama  at  an  early  day.  and  were  there  engaged  in 
farming  and  stock-raising,  and  for  some  time 
also  engaged  in  the  saw-mill  business.  They  were 
plain,  but  intelligent  country  people,  and  were 
members  of  the  Baptist  Church.  In  1851  they 
moved  with  their  family,  consisting  of  ten  children, 
to  Mississippi,  and  here  in  September,  1855,  their 
son,  J.  B.  Searcy,  professed  religion,  joining 
Alount  Vernon  Church  in  Newton  County,  of  that 
State.  In  1857  the  family  moved  to  Bradley 
County v Ark.,  and  became  members  of  Bethel 
Church  in  that  county.  In  1859  this  church 
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licensed  J.  13.  to  preach  the  gospel,  and  in  1800 
he  was  ordained  to  the  full  work  of  the  ministry, 
becoming ' pastor  of  Antioch  Church  in  Bradley 
County,  which  he  served  with  much  success,  more 
than  doubling  its  membership  in  a short  time. 
When  the  war  broke  out  he  entered  the  army  and 
was  commissioned  as  chaplain  of  the  Twenty-sixth 
Arkansas  Regiment,  P.  A.  C.,  which  relation  he 
sustained  until  the  close  of  the  war.  Mr.  Searcy 
was  first  married  to  Miss  Mary  F.  Killum,  of  A1  is- 
sissippi,  who  only  survived  a few  months  after- 
ward. His  second  marriage  was  to  Mrs.  M.  F. 
Atkins,  in  Drew  County,  Ark.,  on  February  12, 
1SG3.  After  the  war  he  returned  to  his  family, 
and  in  order  to  make  a living  entered  the  school- 
room, where  he  taught  five  days  out  of  the  week 
and  preached  in  country  churches  the  other  two 
days.  His  wife  had  two  little  boys,  J.  H.  and 
W.  N.  Atkins,  by  her  former  marriage,  and  they 
were  reared  and  educated  by  their  step-father. 
The  elder,  J H.  Atkins,  is  now  one  of  the  most 
prosperous  farmers  in  Cleveland  County,  and  the 
younger,  W.  X. , is  one  of  the  professors  of  Hope 
Female  Institute,  and  stands  very  high  as  an 
educator.  By  his  second  marriage  Mr.  Searcy  be- 
came the  father  of  six  children,  two  of  whom  died 
in  infancy  and  one.  Mollie  J.  L.,  died  in  her  six- 
teenth year.  She  wTas  a great  lover  of  books,  and 
was  already  developing  into  a sprightly  writer. 
Reuben  Searcy,  the  only  son.  was  educated  at  the 
Southwestern  University,  Jackson,  Tenn. . and  is 
now  a successful  business  man  at  Nashville,  Ark. 
The  second  daughter,  Theodosia  A.,  was  educated 
at  Blue  Mountain,  Miss.,  and  married  Rev.  W.  T. 
Lowrey,  who  is  now  president  of  that  college.  She 
has  been  teaching  in  that  college  ever  since  her 
graduation.  The  youngest  daughter,  Effie  Ruth, 
is  now  in  her  second  year’s  college  course  at  Blue 
Mountain  Female  College.  In  1809  Mr.  Searcy 
became  secretary  of  the  Arkansas  Baptist  State  Con- 
vention, which  position  he  held  (with  an  interval 
of  two  years)  for  ten  years.  He  also  became  cor- 
respondent for  the  Baptist,  a paper  published 
at  Memphis,  Term.,  by  Dr.  J.  R.  Graves,  soon 
after  the  war.  Mr.  Searcy  continued  to  write  for 
that  paper  until  1880,  when  he  was  co-editor  with 
Dr.  Graves  on  the  same  for  a year.  In  1873  he 
traveled  as  State  missionary,  and  in  1875  became 
pastor  at  Warren,  Ark. , subsequently  at  Monticello, 
Ark.  The  degree  of  D.  D.  was  conferred  on  him 
at  the  Southwestern  University,  Jackson,  Tenn. 
In  1881  he  was  elected  by  the  stock  company  as 
one  of  the  first  editors  of  the  Arkansas  Evangel 
(now  the  Arkansas  Baptist),  and  subsequently  with 
Dr.  B.  R.  Womack  became  owner  of  the  paper. 


! In  1884  he  sold  out  his  interest  in  the  same  and 
became  pastor  at  Dai  dandle,  A rk.  In  1887  he 
moved  to  Little  Rock,  and  became  general  business 
manager  for  the  Ouachita  College  at  Arkadelphia. 
With  two  others  he  planned  that  college  building 
and  raised  the  principal  part  of  the  means  to  in- 
augurate and  establish  that  school.  In  1888  he 
became  pastor  of  Hope  Baptist  Church,  and  is  still 
in  that  charge.  For  seven  years  he  has  been  vice- 
i president  for  Arkansas  of  the  Foreign  Mission 
i Board  of  the  Southern  Baptist  Convention,  which 
i is  the  largest  assembly  that  meets  on  the  continent. 

| For  the  last  thirty- one  years  whatever  else  he  has 
; been  engaged  in  he  has  preached  regularly,  averag- . 
; ing  over  two  sermons  per  week  for  that  time.  His 
i last  public  enterprise  was  in  raising  the  means  to 
j establish  Hope  Female  Institute,  by  the  organiza- 
| t ion  of  a joint  stock  company,  to  establish  that 
school.  Mr.  Searcy  is  now  fifty-two  yea»-«  of  age, 

; weighs  244  pounds  and  is  in  perfect  health . His 
; personal  popularity  is  as  wide  as  his  acquaintance. 

Thomas  II.  Simms,  cashier  Hempstead  County 
Bank,  Hope,  Ark.  Mr.  Simms  was  originally  from 
: Culpeper  County,  Va. , where  his  birth  occurred 
on  February  1.  1838,  and  is  the  son  of  Albert  G. 
and  Salome  B.  (Meridetk)  Simms,  the  former  a na- 
tive of  Madison,  and  the  latter  a native  of  Meck- 
lenburg County,  Ya.  The  father  came  to  Arkan- 
sas in  1871,  located  in  North  Hempstead  County, 
and  there  received  his  final  summons  in  1872.  The 
mother  also  died  in  this  county  in  IS  <7.  Of  the 
: thirteen  children  born  to  his  parents,  five  are  now 
living,  and  Mr.  Thomas  H.  Simms  is  the  eldest  of 
the  brothers  living.  He  attained  his  growth,  re- 
ceived a limited  education  in  his  native  State,  and 
; when  fifteen  years  of  age  went  to  Culpeper  Court 
House,  where  he  remained  in  business  with  the 
! father  of  Gen.  A.  P.  Hill  (a  gentleman  of  Confed- 
; erate  fame)  for  two  years.  In  1855  he  came  to 
i Fulton,  A.rk.,  worked  on  a farm  one  year,  and  then 
I went  to  Washington.  Hempstead  County,  where  he 
was  deputy  clerk  for  two  years  under  Capt.  Simon 
T.  Sanders.  After  this  he  was  book-keeper  for 
D.  & Y.  Block,  a large  mercantile  firm  of  Wash- 
ington. for  one  vear,  and  was  then  employed  in  the 
United  States  land-office  for  two  years.  In  1861 
he  enlisted  in  the  Hempstead  Rilies.  First  Arkan- 
sas State  Troops,  and  on  August  10,  1801,  he  was 
shot  almost  to  pieces  at  Oak  Hills,  AIo.  M hen 
able,  he  returned  home,  and.  after  recovering, 
served  as  assessor  and  collector  for  1802  and  1803. 
In  the  fall  of  the  latter  year  he  re-enlisted  in  the 
army,  and  served  as  assistant  adjutant-general, 
with  the  rank  of  major.  After  the  war  Mr.  Simms 
; served  as  book-keeper,  for  a mercantile  establish 
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meat  for  seven  years,  but  previous  to  this,  however, 
ho  was  commissioned  State  land  agent  of  Wash- 
ington District  for  1865  and  1800.  In  1874hewas 
elected  circuit  clerk  of  Hempstead  County,  and 
served  until  1880.  From  1883  to  1885  he  was  ou- 
traged in  merchandising  under  the  firm  title  of  Jett 
A Simms,  at  Washington,  and  from  the  last  named 
date  until  1S89  he  was  collector  of  internal  revenue 
for  the  State  of  Arkansas,  with  headquarters  at 
Little  Dock.  In  the  last-named  year  he  was  made 
cashier  of  the  Hempstead  County  Bank,  at  Hope,  . 
Ark.,  aud  occupies  that  trustworthy  position  at  the 
present  time.  Mr.  Simms  is  a self-made  man,  and 
has  experienced  many  hardships  in  his  efforts  to 
acquire  a competency.  He  has  hunted  deer  aud 
camped  on  the  site  of  the  town  of  Hope,  and  be- 
ing one  of  the  early  settlers  here,  has  witnessed 
the  rapid  growth  of  the  country  from  its  primitive 
state  to  its  present  prosperous  and  nourishing  con-  1 
dition.  Mr.  Simms  was  married  on  March  1,  1858, 
to  Miss  Lucy  R.  Moss,  daughter  of  Capt.  William 
Moss,  who  came  from  Scott  County,  Ya. , to  Ar- 
kansas in  1818.  She  died  in  Washington  in  1878. 
To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Simms  were  born  live  children. 
In  1879  Mr.  Simms  married  Mrs.  Mollie  Walker, 
of  Washington,  the  daughter  of  the  late  Judge 
John  Field,  a prominent  attorney  of  Washington, 
who  came  here  with  Gov.  Pope  from  Kentucky. 
To  this  union  were  born  four  children.  Mr. 
Simms  is  a member  of  the  Masonic  fraternity. 
Odd  Fellow,  K.  of  H.,  L.  of  H.,  and  a member  of 
the  Masonic  Mutual  Relief  Association  of  Arkan- 
sas. He  has  been  a Mason  since  1860,  is  a promi- 
nent man  of  the  county,  and  has  a host  of  friends. 

Thomas  C.  Smith.  Jr.,  is  a son  of  Capt.  Thomas 
C.  and  Emma  C.  (Fowlkes)  Smith,  and  was  born 
near  Prescott,  Ark.,  in  1842.  Both  parents  were 
born  in  Charlotte  County.  Ya. , the  former  in  1816 
and  the  latter  in  1822,  and  their  marriage  took 
place  there  in  1838,  after  which  they  came  to  Ne- 
vada County,  Ark.,  and  a short  time  later  to  Hemp- 
stead County.  When  the  subject  of  this  sketch 
was  about  thirteen  years  of  age,  they  purchased  a 
farm,  on  which  he  is  now  living,  it  comprising 
about,  2,000  acres  of  laud,  situated  some  three 
miles  northeast  of  Washington.  The  father  became 
one  of  the  very  wealthiest  men  of  the  county,  and 
upon  his  children  attaining  mature  years,  he  di- 
vided his  property  among  them,  and  they  are  now' 
all  in  good  circumstances.  The  mother  died  in 
July,  1889.  a Presbyterian  in  faith.  Of  eight  cliil 
dren  born  to  her  union  with  Mr.  Smith,  seven  are 
now  living:  Edward  W..  Thomas  C. . Jr..  George 

J.j  Abner  F.,  William  A..  Jennie  L.  (wife  of  Will 
iam  H.  Butler,  of  Texarkana)  and  Emma  C.  (wife 


of  E.  B.  Jett,  of  Little  Rock).  The  grandfather, 
W illiam  A.  Smith,  was  born,  and  lived  and  died  in 
Yirginia,  a farmer  by  occupation,  having  been  a 
soldier  in  the  Revolutionary  War.  The  mother’s 
father,  Edward  B.  Fowlkes,  was  born  in  Halifax 
County,  Ya. , and  came  to  Southwestern  Arkansas 
at  about  the  same  time  that  Mr.  Smith  did.  and 
here  he  passed  from  life,  in  1851,  his  wife  dying 
here  also,  both  members  of  the  Baptist  Church. 
The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  educated  iu  the 
country  schools  of  Randolph  County,  Ya.,  and 
later  attended  the  Randolph  and  Macon  College,  of 
that  State,  but  upon  the  opening  of  the  war.  left 
school  to  join  the  Confederate  army,  becoming  a 
member  of  Company  H,  First  Arkansas  Infantry, 
known  as  the  Hempstead  Rities,  in  the  Army  of 
the  Tennessee,  and  was  at  Corinth,  luka,  Port 
Hudson  and  Jackson,  Miss.  He  returned  to  his 
home  after  the  close  of  the  war,  and  resumed  farm- 
ing, a calling  to  which  he  has  since  devoted  his 
attention.  His  farm  comprises  1,000  acres,  and 
between  500  and  600  are  under  cultivation.  He 
has  been  a Democrat  all  his  life,  his  first  presi- 
dential vote  being  cast  far  Seymour,  in  ISOS,  and 
be  belongs  to  the  I.  O.  O.  F.,  Organ  Lodge  No. 
10,  of  Washington. 

George  J.  Smith  was  born  in  what  is  now  Ne- 
vada County,  Ark.,  in  1846,  being  a son  of  Capt, 
Thomas  C.  and  Emma  C.  (Fowlkes)  Smith,  a short 
history  of  whom  is  given  in  the  sketch  of  Thomas 
C.  Smith,  Jr.  George  J.  was  educated  in  the  com- 
mon schools  of  his  native  county,  and  was  reared 
to  a farm  life.  He  was  married,  in  1879,  to  Miss 
Jennie,  a daughter  of  Frederick  and  Lucia  Benson, 
her  birth  occurring  one-half  mile  from  where  she 
now  lives.  They  have  an  interesting  family  of 
three  children,  and  since  his  marriage  Mr.  Smith 
has  lived  on  his  present  farm  of  265  acres,  of  which 
he  is  a joint  owner  with  his  brother.  W.  A.  Being 
a Democrat,  he  cast  his  first  presidential  vote  for 
Seymour  in  1868,  and  he,  as  well  as  his  wife,  is  an 
earnest  member  of  the  Cumberland  Presbyterian 
Church.  Mrs.  Smith’s  father  and  mother  were 
born  in  Orange  County,  N.  C. , but  were  married 
in  Hempstead  County,  Ark.,  the  former  dying  in 
Memphis,  Tenn.,  during  the  war,  having  been  a 
soldier  in  the  Confederate  army.  His  wife  came 
with  her  father,  Samuel  Kirkpatrick,  to  Dallas 
County,  Ark.,  and  there  she  is  now  living,  the  wife 
of  William  M.  Thompsou.  \\  illiam  A.  Smith,  who 
is  a joint  owner  of  the  above  mentioned  farm,  is  one 
of  the  industrious  and  successful  agriculturists  of 
this  region,  and.  was  burn  on  the  old  home  farm,  in 
Ozark  Township,  in  1860,  receiving  his  scholastic 
training  in  the  schools  of  \\  ashiugton.  Like  his 
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brother,  and  his  father  before  him.  he  is  a Demo- 
crat, and  cast  his  first  presidential  vote  for  Cleve- 
land in  1S84. 

John  H.  Stephens,  planter.  AVallaceburg,  Ark. 
The  parents  of  Mr.  Stephens,  John  1’.  ami  Eliza- 
beth J.  (Gentry)  Stephens,  were  born  in  Tennes- 
see and  Clark  Comity.  Ark.,  in  1S17  and  ISIS,  re- 
spectively. They  were  married  in  the  last-named 
State  in  1838,  and  to  their  union  were  born  live 
children,  only  one  besides  our  subject  now  living — 
Alice  (wife  of  \Y.  C.  Nolan,  a farmer  living  in  this 
county).  The  father  was  reared  to  the  arduous 
duties  of  the  farm,  and  agricultural  pursuits  have  | 
been  his  occupation  through  life.  His  wife  died  ' 
in  Hempstead  County  in  1850.  and  the  father’s  ! 
second  marriage  occurred  in  1852  to  Miss  Margaret 
E.  Love,  a native  of  Virginia.  Nine  children  were  j 
born  to  this  union,  six  now  living:  Walter  P. , 

Philip  C..  Robert,  Ella  (wife  of  Dr.  II.  A.  Hale,  j 
residing  in  Little  River  County.  Ark.),  Lou  (wife  of 
George  Hale,  residing  in  Prescott,  Ark.)  and  Sudie.  I 
The  parents  are  now  living  in  Prescott.  Ark.  John  | 
H.  Stephens  grew  to  mature  years  in  Arkansas,  i 
and  was  married  in  Hempstead  County,  January  ] 
17,  130/,  to  Miss  Sarah  A.  James,  a native  of  Yir-  j 
ginia,  bora  August  18,  1848,  and  is  the  daughter  i 
of  William  and  Susan  (Love)  James,  the  father  a ! 
native  of  North  Carolina,  born  in  1821,  and  the  | 
mother  of  Virginia,  born  in  .1830.  The  parents  were 
married  in  Virginia,  in  November,  1S47,  and  to  J 
them  were  born  six  children,  two  besides  Mrs.  j 
Stephens  now  living:  Philip  H and  Thomas  F. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  James  emigrated  from  the  Old  Do-  1 
minion  to  Arkansas  in  1850,  and  settled  in  Lafav- 
ette  County.  The  mother  is  a member  of  the  j 
Presbyterian  Church.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Stephens  are  ! 
the  parents  of  eleven  children,  ten  now  living: 
Susan,  Julia,  Adolphus,  Maggie,  Milner,  Daisy  (de- 
ceased), Elijah.  Irene.  Eugene.  Herbert  and  DeWitt. 
Mr.  Stephens  is  the  owner  of  300  acres  of  good  ! 
land  and  .is  a successful  farmer.  On  July  15, 
1801.  he  enlisted  in  Company  II,  Second  Arkansas 
Cavalry,  under  Capt.  Gamble,  and  served  from 
that  time  up  to  18  35.  He  was  at  the  battles  of 
Oak  Hill  and  Cliickamauga.  In  politics  he  is  a 
Democrat,  and  socially  is  a member  of  the  Masonic 
fraternity. 

Robert  C.  Stuart  was  born  in  Hempstead 
County,  Ark.,  on  November  2,  1 v24.  Ho  was  the 
third  son  of  a family  of  twelve  children — six  sons 
and  six  daughters  —born  to  Joseph  and  Mildred 
(Hopson)  Stuart,  the  former  a native  of  Kentucky, 
born  in  1 790,  and  the  latter  of  North  Carolina,' 
bora  March  9,  180b.  They  were  married  in  Chris- 
tian County,  Ivy.,  in  about  1Mb  and  in  ISIS  they 


came  to  Arkansas,  locating  in  what  is  now  Hemp- 
stead County,  where  they  made  their  home  until 
their  death,  which  occurred  in  1851  and  1880,  re- 
spectively. The  father  was  a prominent  man  of  his 
county,  and  held  a number  of  local  offices  of  trust 
and  responsibility,  among  them  being  that  of  jus- 
tice of  the  peace,  the  duties  of  which  office  ha  dis- 
charged fora  number  of  years.  Both  he  and  wife 
were  consistent  members  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church.  Of  the  family  of  twelve  children  given 
to  them,  only  four  are  now  living,  viz.  : Kate  (now 
the  widow  of  Oliford  Stanley,  a minister  of  the 
Methodist  persuasion),  Dr.  Joseph  L..  Millerd  V. 
(the  wife  of  Rev.  Verner,  is  a resident  of  Little 
Rock,  Ark.),  and  Robert  C.  (the  subject  of  this 
sketch).  The  boyhood,  youth,  and  more  mature  . 
years  of  our  subject  were  spent  in  the  county, 
where  he  was  born.  Tu  December,  1854,  he  was 
united  in  matrimonial  bonds  with  Miss  Laura 
Bowman,  a native  of  the  Blue  Grass  State,  born  in 
1837,  and  this  union  was  blessed  with  three  chil- 
dren—one  son  and  two  daughters — only  one  of 
whom  is  now  living.  His  wife  died  in  1803,  at 
the  time  of  her  death  being  a member  of  the  Pres- 
byterian Church.  In  1870  Mr.  Stuart  took  for  his 
second  wife  Mrs.  C.  Zenobia  V alker  ( widow  of 
Robert  D.  Walker).  By  her  first,  marriage  she  was 
the  mother  of  two  children:  Henry  S.  and  David 
J.,  and  by  her  union  with  Mr.  Stuart,  she  became 
the  mother  of  four  children,  but  two  of  whom  are 
now  living,  viz.  : Robert  C.  and  Thomas  H.  In 
1863  Mr.  Stuart  enlisted  in  the  Confederate 
cause,  and  served  until  the  close  of  the  war,  surren- 
dering at  Alexander,  La.,  in  1805,  and  immediately 
returned  to  his  home.  Mr.  Stuart  stands  high  in 
the  community  as  an  honorable  and  upright  gentle- 
man, and  has  the  confidence  and  esteem  of  all  who 
know  him.  He  owns  one  of  the  finest  farms  in 
this  section,  comprising  340  acres  of  choice  laud, 
nearly  all  of  which  is  under  cultivation,  and  which 
is  well  improved  with  ail  modern  conveniences. 
Air.  Stuart  belongs  to  the  Alasonic  Order,  and 
both  he  and  wife  are  members  of  the  Baptist 
Church. 

AVilliam  Stuckey,  liquor  dealer,  Hope.  Ark. 
Air.  Stuckey,  saloonist  and  proprietor  of  the  Palace 
Saloon  at  Hope,  was  born  in  Alississippi  in  1So9, 
and  is  the  son  of  D.  N.  and  Jane  (Gilbert)  Stuckey. 
The  father  came  to  this  State  in  1879,  settling 
in  Hempstead  County,  where  he  bought  an  unim- 
proved farm,  and  is  now  one  of  the  most  extensive 
farmers  of  the  county.  His  sympathies  were  with 
the  Southern  States  during  the  late  war,  and  he 
enlisted  in  the  Confederate  army  and  participated 
in  a number  of  the  most  prominent  engagements. 
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He  was  wounded  in  the  foot  at  Corinth.  Miss.,  was 
captured  and  sent  North.  After  the  war  he  re- 
turned home  and  resided  iir  Mississippi  until  coin 
ing  to  this  State.  He  and  wife  are  the  parents  of 
eight  children,  six  of  whom  still  survive:  D.  N., 
lvobert,  Sue  (wife  of  William  Houston),  Mollie  (wife 
of  William  Allen),  James,  and  Samuel.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Stuckey  are  members  of  the  Methodist  Epis- 
copal Church,  and  Mr.  Stuckey  is  also  a member 
of  the  Masonic  fraternity,  Hope  Lodge.  William 
Stuckey  was  educated  in  the  common  schools  of 
Mississippi,  and  at  the  age  of  fifteen  years  left 
home  and  came  to  this  State,  where  he  worked  as 
a farm  hand  for  two  years.  He  then  returned  to 
Mississippi,  attended  school  for  a year,  and  then, 
in  company  with  his  father,  returned  and  entered 
the  employ  of  C.  D.  Payne  of  Hope.  After  this 
he  was  in  the  employ  of  different  parties  as  bar 
tender,  and  in  1889  commenced  business  in  his 
present  place.  Since  then  ho  lost  his  stock  by  tire, 
but  he  opened  up  again  shortly  afterward,  and  is 
now  doing  a splendid  business,  having  one  of  the 
handsomest  saloons  to  be  found  in  Southern 
Arkansas.  He  was  married  in  1885  to  Miss  Fannie 
Bowden,  a member  of  the  Missionary  Baptist 
Church.  In  his  political  views  Mr.  Stuckey  is  a 
Democrat. 

Capt.  G.  A\  . Taylor,  wholesale  grocer,  Hope, 
Ark.  There  is  nothing  so  markedly  shows  the 
strength  and  prosperity  of  Hope’s  trade  as  the 
number  of  large  concerns  engaged  in  handling  the 
staple  necessaries  of  life.  Prominent  among  them 
is  the  old  and  pushing  grocery  house  of  Capt.  G. 
W.  Taylor,  which  was  established  at  this  place  in 
1875.  Capt.  Taylor  started  with  a small  retail 
business,  which  subsequently  drifted  into  an  exten- 
sive wholesale  and  retail  business.  He  occupies  the 
three  ground  rooms  of  a large  two-story  brick  build- 
ing and  carries  an  excellent  stock  of  goods.  He  is 
a native  of  Alabama,  his  birth  occurring  in  1839, 
and  is  the  sou  of  Hugh  and  Susan  (Carr)  Taylor, 
the  father  a native  of  South  Carolina  and  the 
mother  of  North  Carolina.  The  parents  first  em- 
igrated to  Alabama,  and  thence  in  1849  to  Louisi- 
ana, where  they  both  received  their  tlnal  summons. 
The  father  was  a cotton  planter  by  occupation. 
They  were  the  parents  of  seven  children,  live  of 
whom  are  living,  and  Capt.  G.  W.  is  the  eldest. 
The  latter  was  reared  in  Louisiana  and  educated 
in  the  University  of  North  Carolina.  Chapel  Hill, 
where  he  graduated  in  I860.  One  year  later  he 
joined  the  army  at  Corinth,  Miss. , enlisting  in  the 
Twelfth  Tennessee  Infantry,  and  served  until-  the 
surrender.  He  enlisted  a perfect  stranger,  was 
not  acquainted  with  a soul  in  his  regiment,  was 


promoted  to  the  rank  of  lieutenant  at  the  battle  of 
Belmont,  and  at  the  reorganization,  and  on  the  death 
of  his  captain,  John  Jones,  he  was  promoted  to  the 
rank  of  captain,  serving  in  that  capacity  until  the 
close  of  the  war  He  received  a slight  wound  at 
the  battle  of  Murfreesboro,  and  was  a participant 
in  all  the  battles  in  which  his  regiment  engaged. 
After  the  surrender  he  returned  to  Homer.  La., and 
embarked  in  the  mercantile  business,  which  he  con- 
tinued until  November,  1875,  when  he  came  to 
Hope,  Ark.,  a short  time  after  the  town  started. 
He  is  now  the  only  merchant  here  wrho  was  in  bus- 
iness at  that  time.  The  Captain  was  married  in 
1809  to  Miss  Sallie  Drew,  a native  of  Louisiana, 
and  the  fruit  of  this  union  are  three  children: 
Clarence  (attending  the  University  of  Mississippi, 
in  the  freshman  class),  Kathleen  and  Maude  (at- 
tending Hope  Female  Institute).  Capt.  Taylor 
was  an  alderman  of  the  city,  is  secretary  of  the 
Fair  Association  and  is  also  school  director  in  the 
public  schools  and  a trustee  of  the  Hope  Female 
Institute.  He  and  Mrs.  Taylor  are  members  of 
the  Old  School  Presbyterian  Church. 

William  M.  Thompson  is  a farmer  of  Hemp- 
stead County,  Ark.,  but  owes  his  nativity  to  North 
Carolina,  his  birth  having  occurred  in  Alamance 
County  in  lSlG.  His  parents,  Henry  and  Harriet 
S.  (Chendenom)  Thompson,  were  also  born  there, 
the  former  in  1822  and  the  latter  in  1823.  Mr. 
Thompson  is  still  living  in  his  native  State,  but 
his  wife  died  there  in  1883,  both  members  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and  the  father  a 
farmer  by  occupation,  a justice  of  the  peace  for 
some  years,  and  soldier  of  the  Confederate  army 
during  the  latter  part  of  the  late  war.  John 
Thompson,  the  paternal  grandfather,  was  a farmer 
of  Alamance  County,  N.  C. , and  died  there  when 
his  son  Henry,  was  a small  boy.  William  C.  Clen- 
denom,  the  mother’s  father,  was  also  a farmer  of 
Alamance  County,  and  died  many  years  ago,  his 
wife’s  death  occurring  at  about  the  age  of  ninety- 
seven  years.  William  M.  Thompson  is  the  eldest 
in  a family  of  four  sons  and  five  daughters,  and 
until  the  opening  of  the  late  Civil  War  his  life  was 
spent  on  a farm,  and  his  education  received  in  the 
common  schools.  In  1863  he  joined  Company  B, 
Second  North  Carolina  Infantry,  and  besides  be- 
ing in  the  engagement  at  Fort  Fisher  was  at  \\  il- 
mington,  Bentouville,  etc.,  and  surrendered  at 
Greensboro,  N.  C.,  thirty  miles  from  the  place 
where  he  was  born.  In  1871  he  came  west  to 
Arkansas,  and  was  married  in  Hempstead  County. 
Ark.,  to  Mrs.  Lucia  Benson,  a daughter  of. Samuel 
and  Jane  Kirkpatrick,  who  removed  from  their  na- 
tive State  of  North  Carolina  to  Hempstead  County. 
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Ark.,  in  1852,  where  they  died  in  1807  and  1878, 
respectively,  both  having  been  members  of  the 
Presbyterian  Church.  Mrs.  Thompson  was  born 
in  Alamance  County,  N.  C.,  and  she  and  Mr. 
Thompson  are  the  parents  of  a son  and  daughter. 
They  own  a tine  farm  of  107  acres  live  miles  north 
east  of  "Washington,  and  in  politics  Mr.  Thompson 
is  a Democrat,  and  socially  is  a member  of  the  A. 
F.  & A.  M..  Whitfield  Lodge  No.  239.  at  Hope. 
He  also  belongs  to  the  I.  O.  O.  F.,  Ozan  Lodge 
No.  10,  of  "Washington,  and  the  K.  of  H. , of  that 
town.  He  and  Mrs.  Thompson  are  Cumberland 
Presbyterians. 

John  A.  Todd  was  born  in  South  Carolina  in 
1830,  and  is  a son  of  James  Todd,  who  was  also 
born  there,  on  December  7.  1775,  and  died  March 
9,  1875.  having  been  a mechanic  by  trade,  and  a 
soldier  in  the  War  of  1812.  John  A.  Todd  spent 
a number  of  his  early  years  in  South  Carolina,  but 
afterward  went  to  Louisiana,  where  he  remained 
until  1 Sol.  then  settling  in  Sevier  County,  Ark., 
and  on  December  22,  1867,  came  to  his  present 
place  of  abode.  Society  was  in  a very  lawless  con- 
dition at  that  time,  and  if  a man  had  the  hardi- 
hood to  attend  church  he  was  compelled  to  take 
I his  gun  with  him  for  protection.  Mr.  Todd  built 
the  lirst  school-house  in  Monroe  Township,  and 
was  compelled  to  go  from  eight  to  twelve  miles 
for  help  to  assist  him  in  raising  it.  He  has  a fer- 
tile farm  of  160  acres,  on  which  he  has  lived  for 
nearly  twenty  years,  and  the  manner  in  which  he 
has  acquired  his  present  property  denotes  him  to 
be  energetic  and  enterprising.  In  July,  1861,  he 
joined  the  army,  and  was  in  the  engagement  at 
Arkansas  Post.  Subsequently  he  went  to  Shreve- 
port, La.,  and  was  left  in  charge  of  the  sick  on  tbe 
held,  but  soon  after  returned  to  his  home,  where 
he  remained  for  three  or  four  months.  Upon 
again  returning  to  the  service  he  joined  a cavalry 
j company,  Tenth  A.rkamas  Regiment,  with  which 
he  remained  until  it  was  disbanded  at  Spring  Hill. 
In  1850  he  was  married  to  Miss  Frances  Fuller,  of 
Louisiana,  a daughter  of  Miller  Fuller,  a pioneer 
planter,  and  by  her  he  had  a family  of  two  chil- 
dren—Martha  (deceased)  and  Frances  (wife  of  W. 
N.  Porterfield).  Mrs.  Todd  died  in  the  spring  of 
1857,  and  Mr.  Todd  wedded  her  sister — Elizabeth, 
in  1859.  They  have  no  family  of  their  own.  but 
have  reared  seven  orphan  children.  Mr  Todd 
represented  Hempstead  County  in  the  State  Legis- 
lature in  1883,  a position  lie  tilled  very  creditably 
for  five  years,  being  a candidate  of  the  Democratic 
party,  of  which  ho  has  always  been  a member, 
and  he  has  also  held  a number  of  local  offices. 
He  and  wife  are  members  of  the  Missionary  Bap- 


tist Church,  and  for  the  past  twenty  five  years  he 
has  been  a member  of  the  Masonic  fraternity. 

John  \Y.  Tribble,  planter,  Wallaceburg,  Ark. 
Mr.  Tribble  occupies  au  advanced  position  among 
the  representative  farmers  of  Wallaceburg  Town- 
ship. He  was  born  on  the  road  while  his  parents 
were  moving  from  Virginia  to  Arkansas  on  October 
15,  1850,  and  is  the  son  of  John  M.  and  Sarah 
D.  (Foltz)  Tribble,  the  former  a native  of  Ten- 
nessee, born  on  October  21,  1828.  and  the  latter  a 
native  of  the  Old  Dominion,  born  on  April  12. 
1829.  The  parents  were  married  in  Virginia  in 
1849,  and  to  them  were  born  eleven  children,  viz.  : 
John  W. , Mary  A..  James  Pi,  Robert  O.,  Catherine 
I. . Martha  J. , Sarah  V. , Sterling  G. , Ida  L. , Emer 
G.  and  Frances  O.  The  father  and  mother  are 
both  members  of  the  Baptist  Church.  John  W. 
Tribble  was  taught  the  rudiments  and  later  ex- 
perience of  farm  labor,  a calling  in  which  he  seems 
to  excel,  and  to  which  he  has  given  his  undivided 
attention  all  his  life.  He  was  married  in  1874 
! to  Miss  Sarah  Ferrell,  a native  of  Hempstead 
Couuty,  Ark.,  born  on  February  25,  1855,  and 
the  daughter  of  Thomas  and  Emily  (Saner) 
Ferrell.  The  fruits  of  this  union  have  been  seven 
children,  three  now  living:  Minnie  E.,  Sarah  E.. 
and  Samuel  E.  Mr.  Tribble  owns  160  acres  of 
good  land  and  has  sixty  acres  under  cultivation. 
He  has  always  supported  the  Democratic  ticket, 
tolerating  its  views  as  sound  and  well  suited  to  any 
man.  He  and  wife  are  members  of  the  Methodist 
Protestant  Church. 

J.  L.  Tullis,  editor  and  proprietor  of  the  Hope 
Gazette,  Hope,  Ark.  This  paper  is  one  of  the 
largest  home  printed  ones  in  the  county,  and  its 
editor  and  proprietor,  Mr.  Tullis,  is  an  admirable 
newspaper  man.  whose  progressive  ideas  are  re- 
flected in  every  corner  of  Iris  paper  and  its  manage- 
ment. Mr.  Tnllis  was  born  in  Mississippi  in  i860, 
and  in  187S  went  to  Arkansas,  where  he  stopped 
for  a short  time  in  Hope.  In  1879  he  located  in 
Centre  Point,  Howard  County,  Ark.,  and  there 
engaged  in  the  newspaper  business,  which  he  lias 
steadily  followed  since.  He  was  married  in  1881 
to  Miss  Sallie  E. . daughter  of  Mr.  W.  C.  Sypert, 
i of  Nashville.  Ark.,  and  the  fruits  of  this  union 
| have  been  three  children:  Kate  Fay,  William 
Clinton  and  Edith. 

John  W.  Vickers,  planter  of  Hempstead  County, 
was  born  in  Georgia,  just  sixty-three  years  ago, 
and  has  been  a resident  of  Arkansas  thirty-one 
years,  duriug  which  time  he  has  accumulated  a 
comfortable  competency.  He  owns  160  acres  of 
good  land,  all  improved,  with  good  buildings,  and 
under  a high  state  of  cultivation,  which  he  tills. 
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liis  principal  crop  being  cotton  and  corn.  His 
property  has  all  been  amassed  by  his  own  efforts. 
His  parents,  Grisem  and  Sarah  E.  (Davis)  4 inkers, 
bad  a family  of  seven  children—  two  sons  and  live 
daughters — but  the  subject  of  this  sketch  is  the 
only  one  now  surviving.  His  father  was  in  the 
War  of  181 '2,  and  his  death  occurred  in  1835,  fol- 
lowed in  1847,  by  that  of  his  widow.  She  was  a 
member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  South. 
John  W.  Tickers  came  to  Arkansas  in  185b.  locat- 
ing in  this  county,  where  he  has  ever  since  made 
his  home.  On  August  24  of  the  following  year 
he  was  joined  in  the  bonds  of  matrimony  to  Miss 
Malaria  Tyree,  a daughter  of  Daniel  and  Sarah 
(Durham)  Tyree,  who  was  born  in  Hempstead 
County.  Ark.,  in  1841.  and  their  married  life  has 
been  blessed  in  the  birth  of  thirteen  children,  ten 
of  whom  still  survive,  viz.  : Sarah  E.  (wife  of 

William  Galloway),  Martha  A.  (wife  of  Thomas 
Adams),  Daniel  T. , Alice.  Verteria.  John,  Lucy, 
Mary,  Carl  and  Conway.  When  the  late  war  broke 
out  in  1801,  Air.  AYckers  enlisted  in  the  infantry, 
under  Capt.  W.  H.  Prescott,  and  served  his  cause 
faithfully  until  1865.  when  he  was  discharged,  on 
account  of  sickness.  In  politics  Air.  AYckers  is  a 
stanch  Democrat,  and  both  he  and  wife  are  mem- 
bers of  the  Alethodist  Episcopal  Church,  South. 
He  is  one  of  the  well-to-do  farmers  of  this  section, 
and  is  a liberal  contributor  to  all  worthy  public 
enterprises,  taking  an  especial  interest  in  the  up- 
building of  schools  and  churches. 

Levi  AMlentine,  another  of  the  prominent  plant- 
ers of  Noland  Township,  was  born  in  AYilkinson 
County,  (la.,  October  5,  1S22,  being  a son  of 
Thomas  and  Rebecca  (Leslie)  Volentine.  natives  of 
South  Carolina  and  Georgia,  respectively,  both  of 
whom  died  in  Georgia.  The  father  engaged  in 
agricultural  pursuits  in  early  life,  and  followed 
that  calling  until  his  death.  He  was  a member  of 
the  Baptist.  Church,  and  died  as  he  had  lived,  a 
firm  believer  in  the  truths  expounded  by  that  de- 
nomination. They  were  the  parents  of  thirteen 
children — eight  sons  and  live  daughters — seven  of 
whom  still  survive.  They  are  Levi  (our  subject),  j 
William,  Joel  J.,  Elizabeth  (wife  of  Jehu  King).  , 
Botbonia  (wife  of  Daniel  Stenson),  Nancy  (wife  of  1 
Cullen  Green)  and  Esther  (wife  of  John  Sheffield).  i 
The  immediate  subject  of  this  sketch  was  reared 
to  manhood  in  his  native  State,  and  was  there  mar- 
ried in  1850,  to  Aliss  Jane  Johnson,  a native  of 
Georgia,  born  in  1830,  by  whom  he  became  the 
father  of  six  children — three  sons  and  three  daugh- 
ters—viz. : James  It.,  Louisa  (wife  of  G.-W. 

A iggins),  William  T. . Susannah  E.  (wife  of  S.  S. 
Gage),  Alary  (wife  of  A.  Ply  ton)  and  Benjamin  F. 


In  1S71  Air.  Volentine  came  to  Arkansas,  and  set- 
tled in  Franklin  County,  and  there  made  his  home 
until  1888,  at  that  time  locating  where  he  now 
lives,  on  a farm  of  300  acres  of  excellent  land,  all 
well  improved.  He  and  wife  both  belong  to  the 
Baptist  Church.  Air.  Volentine.  is  a stanch  Demo- 
crat in  politics.  He  served  in  the  Confederate 
I cause  during  the  late  war,  enlisting  in  1863,  and 
serving  until  the  close  of  the  war. 

William  J.  AArallace  was  born  in  Tennessee,  in 
j 1842,  and  is  a son  of  AVesley  E.  AY  allace,  who  is 
of  Irish -English  descent,  a planter  by  occupation, 
and  still  lives  in  Nevada  County,  Ark.  In  this 
State  AAYlliam  J.  AVallace  received  the  greater  part 
of  his  rearing,  as  his  father  removed  to  what  is 
now  Nevada  County  when  he  was  only  seven  years 
of  age.  and  here  he  also  received  his  education, 
which  was  obtained  at  evening  by  a pine-knot  lire 
in  his  father’s  home.  So  desirous  was  he  to  ob- 
tain an  education,  that  after  he  was  married,  and 
the  father  of  a family  he  went,  to  school  and  took 
( two  of  his  children  with  him.  At  the  early  age  of 
i seventeen  years  he  started  out  to  carve  out  a career 
| for  himself,  and  first  began  operations  in  thisclirec- 
i tion  by  farming  in  Nevada  County,  which  place 
continued  to  be  his  home  until  1882.  He  then 
came  to  his  present  farm  of  200  acres  in  Hemp- 
stead County,  and  has  done  exceptionally  well 
since  locating  here.  His  farm  produces  < 50  pounds 
of  cotton  and  12  bushels  of  corn  to  the  acre,  and 
small  fruits  grow  wild  in  abundance  on* his  place. 
He  was  married  in  October,  1850,  to  Alalinda  J., 
a daughter  of  Green  Singleton,  a native  Alabamian, 
but  he  was  called  upon  to  mourn  her  death  Septem- 
ber 5,  1885,  she  having  borne  him  seven  children. 
His  second  marriage  took  place  Alarch  20,  1886, 
his  present  wife  being  Aliss  Annie  A ictoria  Cook, 
a daughter  of  M.  L.  Cook.  In  May,  1862,  Air. 
AArallace  became  a member  of  Company  I.  Capt. 
Powell’s  regiment,  Confederate  States  Army,  but 
the  following  July  was  honorably  discharged.  In 
1878  Air.  AVallace  was  elected  by  the  Democratic 
party,  of  which  he  has  always  been  a member,  as 
justice  of  the  peace,  and  this  position  tilled  for  two 
terms.  He  is  a member  of  the  Farmers'  Alliance, 
and  as  a tiller  of  the  soil  fully  deserves  the  success 
which  has  attended  his  efforts,  for  he  has  been  in- 
dustrious and  enterprising. 

J.  F.  Ward,  liquor  dealer,  Hope,  Ark.  Air. 
Ward,  one  of  the  well-known  business  men  of  Hope, 
and  a member  of  the  firm  of  Josby  A AVard,  «a- 
loonists  at  that  place,  owes  his  nativity  to  Ala 
liama,  where  his  birth  occurred  in  1850,  and  is  the 
son  of  S.  F.  AVard.  The  father  came  to  this  State 
in  1881.  settled  on  a farm  in  this  countv,  and  is 
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still  engaged  in  this  pursuit,  at  which  he  has  been 
quite  successful.  He  was  in  the  Confederate  army 
during  the  late  war.  4 . F.  Ward  was  educated 
in  Alabama,  and  came  to  Arkansas  in  1875,  tilling 
the  soil  in  Howard  County  for  four  years.  In  1880 
he  engaged  in  the  saloon  business  at  Nashville, 
Ark.,  but  in  1884  and  1 885  carried  on  a grocery 
store,  in  1886  returning  to  the  saloon  business. 
In  18S7  he  removed  to  this  place,  aud  here  has 
| continued  this  latter  occupation.  ITe  was  city 
alderman  while  living  at  Nashville,  held  this  posi- 
tion for  two  terms,  and  was  one  of  the  leading 
men.  He  is  a prominent  citizen  of  this  county, 
j and  one  of  the  live  business  men.  He  and  his 
; partner,  Mr.  Josey,  do  an  extensive  business  in 
! their  line.  Mr.  Ward  was  married  in  1888  to  Miss 
E.  Morris,  and  the  result  of  this  union  has  been 
I one  child. 

John  C.  Ware  is  associated  with  Mr.  Williams 
in  the  general  mercantile  business  in  Washington, 
and  since  their  establishment  was  opened  in  1800, 
they  have  done  well.  They  carry  a large,  well- 
selected  stock  of  goods  valued  at  810,000,  and  are 
well  known  throughout  Hempstead  as  well  as  the 
surrounding  counties.  Mr.  W are  was  born  in  what 
was  known  formerly  as  Sevier  County,  but  now 
| Little  River  County,  Ark.,  in  1858,  bis  parents. 

| Dr.  U.  H.  and  N.  L.  (Nunneley)  Ware,  having 
been  born  in  Virginia  and  Tennessee,  respectively, 
j They  were  married  in  Sevier  County,  and  when 
the  subject  of  this  sketch  was  a boy  they  removed 
to  Clarksville,  Tex.,  where  Dr.  Ware  had  lived 
from  boyhood,  and  where  Le  died  in  1878.  His 
widow  is  now  living  in  Nashville,  a worthy  Chris- 
i tian  lady.  The  Doctor  graduated  from  a medical 
college  of  New  Orleans,  under  the  celebrated  Dr. 
Stone,  and  practiced  for  some  time  in  a hospital 
there,  and  during  the  war  was  surgeon  in  the  Con- 
federate  army  in  Carrot's  brigade  of  a Texas  regi- 
ment. He  was  a Master  Mason.  His  father,  Dr. 
John  Ware,  was  a Virginian,  who,  in  1842,  re- 
moved to  what  is  now  Red  River  County,  Tex.  (it 
then  being  a Territory),  being  one  of  the  first  set- 
tlers of  that  region,  and  there  spent  the  remainder 
of  his  days,  dying  in  1864.  having  also  been  a 
successful  physician.  He  was  of  Scotch-Irish  de- 
scent. The  maternal  grandfather,  John  Nunneley, 
was  a Tennesseean,  who  married  in  his  native  ! 
i State,  and  about  1844  came  to  Sevier  (now  Little 
River)  County,  Ark. , where  he  died  in  1850,  a 
wealthy  planter.  John  C.  Ware  is  the  second  of 
three  children,  and  received  his  education  in  the  : 
male  college  of  Columbia,  Term.,  and  after  clerk- - 
iug  in  Clarksville,  Tex.,  for  some  time  he  removed 
to  Ultima  Thule,  Ark.,  and  was  there  in  the  mer- 


cantile business  until  1878,  when  he  came  to  Wash 

ington,  and  for  five  years  was  book-keeper  for 

Stewart  & Holman.  In  1883  he  embarked  in 

business  on  his  own  account,  and  has  since  been 

considered  one  of  the  successful  merchants  of  the 

place.  ■ Florence,  the  daughter  of  Alfred  O.  and 

Sarah  Stuart,  became  his  wife  in  1882,  her  birth 

having  occurred  in  Washington.  Her  father  and 

mother  were  born  in  Hempstead  County,  and  died 

in  Washington  in  1883  and  1878,  respectively. 

The  father  was  a wealthy  planter  until  1878,  but 

afterward  follovyed  merchandising  until  his  death. 

His  father  was  Monroe  Stewart.  Mr.  Ware  is  a 

Democrat,  his  first  presidential  vote  being  cast  for 

Tilden,  in  1876.  and  since  twenty-one  years  of  age 

he  has  been  a member  of  the  A.  F.  & A.  M. , 

and  also  belongs  to  the  !v.  of  H. , being  chief  of 

Washington  Lodge. 

© © 

S.  R.  Watson,  one  of  the  most  successful  farm- 
ers and  stock- raisers  of  Hempstead  County,  resides 
in  De  Roane  Township,  and  was  born  in  Georgia, 
on  September  11,  1844,  the  third  in  a family  of 
seven  children  born  to  William  aud  Eliza  (Lain) 
Watson,  the  former  of  whom  is  still  living  at  the 
ripe  old  age  of  seventy-four  years,  and  the  latter 
died  in  1855.  The  father,  a farmer  by  occupation, 
came  to  Arkansas  in  1868,  settling  in  this  county, 
where  he  has  ever  since  made  his  home.  Of  the 
seven  children  born  to  them,  only  three  survive, 
viz.:  S.  R.  (the  subject  of  this  sketch),  Mary  F. 
(wife  of  M.  51.  Baxter  of  this  county),  and  Martha 
(wife  of  W.  J.  McAdams).  In  ISO  1 the  subject 
of  this  sketch  enlisted  in  the  Confederate  cause, 
joining  Company  H,  Nineteenth  Georgia  Regi- 
ment of  Infantry,  and  served  under  Stonewall 
Jackson  until  his  death,  participating  in  all  the 
battles  fought  by  that  general,  with  the  exception 
of  Harpers  Ferry,  after  which  he  served  in  the 
Army  of  Virginia, and  was  in  all  the  battles  fought 
by  that  army  except  Jonesboro  N.  C.  He  was  at 
Fort  Sumter  at  the  time  it  was  blown  up,  and 
in  the  battle  of  Lake  City,  Fla.,  being  in  Gen.  Co- 
quitt’s  Georgia  brigade,  aud  Mr.  \\  atson  says  that 
for  the  length  of  time  of  the  engagement,  and  the 
size  of  the  army,  this  last  was  the  hardest  and 
hottest  tight  he  was  ever  in.  At  Gaines  Mill, 
Va..  he  was  shot  through  the  left  arm, breaking  the 
bone,  which  incapacitated  him  for  duty  but  a short 
time,  indeed  he  was  only  out  of  the  service  six 
weeks  during  the  whole  war.  In  the  latter  part 
of  1863  Mr.  Watson  was  commissioned  tirst  lieu- 
tenant of  his  company,  and  served  as  such  until 
the  close  of  the  war,  being  one  of  the  youngest 
commissioned  oflicers  in  the  army,  and  at  the  close 
of  the  war  was  in  command  of  three  companies. 
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1 1 is  company  surrendered  in  North  Carolina,  after 
which  he  returned  to  his  home,  and  remained  | 
thereuntil  1 AON,  when  he  came  to  Arkansas  and  1 
for  one  year  after  his  arrival  farmed  on  rented  laud;  : 
he  then  purchased  an  improved  farm,  on  which  he 
resided  for  three  years,  and  then,  in  1S77,  he  j 
bought  his  present  farm  of  040  acres,  all  of  which  | 
was  then  wild,  unimproved  land.  He  has  200 
acres  of  this  land  under  a high  state  of  cultivation, 
well  improved  with  a splendid  residence,  neat  and 
substantial  buildings,  etc.  He  is  extensively  en- 
gaged in  stock-raising,  and  turns  off  quite  a num- 
ber of  horses,  mules  and  cattle  each  year.  In  i 
1880  he  engaged  in  the  mercantile  business  in 
I lo[  >e,  and  conducted  an  extensive  business  there  ! 
for  two  years.  In  1871  he  was  united  in  mar- 
riage to  Miss  Emma  I).  Huekaby,  daughter  of 
William  and  Nancy  II.  Huekaby,  both  of  whom 
were  born  in  Georgia,  by  whom  lie  became  the 
father  of  seven  children,  six  of  whom  are  still  liv- 
ing, viz.:  Alice  (wife  of  John  Bryant).  William  M.. 
lioxie,  J.  W. , T.  Elmore  and  J.  A.  After  a hap- 
py wedded  life  of  fourteen  years,  Mr.  Watson  was 
called  upon  to  mourn  his  wife's  death  October 
11,  1885.  She  was  a worthy  member  of  the  Bap- 
tist Church,  and  a devout  Christian  lady.  Mr. 
Watson  is  a member  of  Whitefield  Lodge  of  the 
A.  F.  & A.  M. , at  Hope,  Ark. 

Christopher  Columbus  Webb  is  an  active  agri- 
culturist and  stockman,  and  by  those  who  know 
him  he  is  considered  a careful  and  energetic 
farmer,  and  of  advanced  and  progressive  views  on 
all  matters  of  public  interest.  He  was  born  in 
Roane  County,  East  Tenm,  August  IS,  1834. 
his  parents,  Allen  and  Rebecca  Webb,  being  born 
in  Wilkes  County,  N.  C.,  and  Morgan  County, 
Tenn.  (it  is  supposed),  respectively.  They  were 
married  in  the  latter  county,  and  lived  in  different 
portions  of  the  State  until  18-57,  then  came  to 
Hempstead  County,  where  Air.  Webb  died  in  1864. 
aged  sixty-six  years,  his  widow  still  surviving  him. 
aged  eighty-four  years.  The  father  was  of  Eng- 
lish descent,  and  a farmer  by  occupation.  The 
maternal  grandfather,  Cut.  Webb,  was  also  of 
English  birth,  and  died  in  Roane  County,  Tenn. 
Ike  subject  of  this  sketch  is  the  fifth  of  six  sons 
and  live  daughters,  three  sons  and  two  daughters 
now  living:  James  E.  (of  Stone  County),  Eliza- 
beth (widow  of  Asbury  Maroon),  Minerva,  John 
and  Christopher  C.  Francis  M.  died  in  the  hospital 
at  Little  Rock,  Ark.,  during  the  war.  Christo- 
pher was  an  attendant  of  the  common  schools 
during  his  youth,  and  spent  his  early  days  on  a 
farm  in  his  native  State  in  Hempstead  Countv. 
His  marriage  to  Miss  Harriet  Malinda  Tavlor.  took 


place  in  185b,  her  birth  occurring  in  Mississippi. 
She  died  in  1885,  having  borne  eight  children, 
three  sons  and  four  daughters  living.  Her  par 
ents,  William  and  Nancy  Taylor,  were  born  in 
Tennessee  and  Mississippi,  respectively,  their  mar- 
riage taking  place  in  the  latter  State,  and  in  1856 
they  came  to  Hempstead  County,  Ark  , and  here 
the  mother  passed  from  life  two  years  later. 
The  father  survives,  aged  eighty-six  years,  and 
makes  his  home  with  Air.  Webb.  He  is,  as  was 
his  wife,  a member  of  the  Primitive  Baptist  Church, 
and  he  served  in  the  Confederate  army  during 
the  Rebellion".  Air.  Webb  was  married  in  1885. 
to  the  daughter  of  Rev.  John  and  Lucinda  Corn- 
ish. who  were  born  and  married  in  North  Carolina, 
moved  from  there  to  Missouri,  afterward  to  Texas, 
and  are  now  residing  in  Hope,  Ark.  Air.  Cornish 
was  a machinist,  and  an  aide  minister  of  the  Alis- 
sionary  Baptist  Church.  Airs.  Webb,  whose 
Christian  name  is  Alattie,  was  born  in  North  Car 
olina.  and  has  borne  Air.  Webb  a son.  Air.  Webb 
served  three  years  in  the  Confederate  army. 
Etter's  battery,  Fagan’s  brigade,  and  was  in  the 
engagements  at  Little  Rock  and  Helena.  After 
the  war  he  settled  on  his  present  farm  of  860  acres, 
four  miles  northwest  of  Ozan,  which  was  at  that 
. time  in  the  woods,  and  by  his  own  efforts  now  has 
! 300  acres  under  cultivation.  For  some  years  he 
’ operated  a steam  cotton-gin  and  grist-mill,  also 
S merchandising,  but  as  above  stated  now  devotes 
bis  attention  to  farming.  He  is  a Democrat,  a 
member  of  the  A.  F.  & A.  Al. , and  bis  wife  has 
been  a member  of  the  Alissionary  Baptist  Church 
for  many  years.  Air.  Webb’s  eldest  daughter. 
Alary,  aged  thirty,  married  J.  C.  Harris,  ten  years 
ago.  His  second  child,  J.  C.,  married  a Aliss 
Tennsa  Stone,  in  1884.  His  third  child,  Rebecca, 
married  Anderson  Bailey  in  18SS.  His  other  ehil 
dren  are  AV.  A.  (aged  twenty- one),  James  H.  (aged 
i sixteen),  Cynthia  (aged  thirteen),  Alillie  Bell  (aged 
eleven),  and  C.  C.  (aged  two  years). 

Capt.  -J.  T.  West,  lumber  merchant,  Hope. 
Ark.  This  prominent  business  man  is  president 
and  general  manager  of  the  Hope  Lumber  Com 
: pany,  and  is  thoroughly  experienced  in  all  the  do 
; tails  of  the  lumber  business.  He  was  born  in  Hu- 
ron County,  Ohio,  in  1S36,  and  was  the  sou  of 
Truman  AV.  AVest.  a native  of  New  York,  and  a 
farmer  by  pursuit.  The  mother,  whose  maiden 
name  was  Emoly  Lazell,  was  also  a native  of  the 
Empire  State.  Capt.  J.  T.  AVest  was  reared  in 
the  Buckeye  State,  until  fourteen  years  of  ago. 
after  which  he  went  to  Dubuque,  Iowa,  where  he  re- 
mained for  two  years  in  the  employ  of  his  uncle 
in  the 'wholesale  grocery  store.  When  sixteen 
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years  of  age  lie  went  on  t lie  Mississippi  River, 
learning  to  be  a pilot,  between  St.  Louis  and 
St.  Raul,  and  procured  Government  license  as  a 
pilot  when  eighteen  years  of  age.  He  tilled  this 
position  until  1800.  when  he  took  charge  of  a 
steamer  as  captain  and  part  owner,  and  followed 
the.  river  until  1870.  Apart  of  this  time  he  ran 
between  St.  Louis  and  New  Orleans,  and  owned 
and  ran  a great  many  steamers,  some  of  the  best 
on  the  river.  In  December.  1870,  he  came  to 
Hope,  where  he  engaged  in  the  lumber  business, 
and  has  since  resided  here.  He  has  one  of  the 
largest  planing-mills  in  Southwestern  Arkansas, 
and  does  an  immense  business,  shipping  lumber 
; all  over  the  Northern  States.  He  was  married 
first,  in  1857,  to  Miss  Helen  E.  Sweet,  and  has  one 
child  living — Willie.  His  second  marriage  was  to 
Miss  Hattie  A.  West,  who  bore  him  one  child  — 
Wanda.  Capt.  West  is  a member  of  the  K.  of 
P. , and  has  been  a member  of  the  council  several 
terms.  When  he  came  to  Hope  he  had  but  8700. 
all  of  which  he  invested  in  an  old  sawmill  near 
Hope.  He  had  no  experience  in  the  lumber  busi- 
ness. but  has  made  quite  a success  out  of  it.  The 
firm  now  has  a paid-up  capital  stock  of  880,000. 
and  employ  seventy  live  men  when  in  full  opera- 
i tion.  The  Captain  is  now  interested  in  the  public 
enterprises  of  Elope — cotton  compress,  banks,  etc. 

John  Westmoreland,  one  of  the  prominent  old 
settlers  of  Ozan  Township,  Hempstead  County,  was 
born  in  York  District.  S.  C. . May  1 6, 1 820.  His  father, 
Robert  Westmoreland,  was  born  in  Westmoreland 
County.  Ya. , in  1 798, and  was  a son  of  Edmond  West- 
moreland. a native  of  Westmoreland  District,  Eng- 
; land,  who  came  to  America  before  the  Revolutionary 
War,  and  settled  in  A lrginia.  in  that  county  which 
afterward  took  his  name.  He  was  a very  exten- 
sive planter,  and  died  in  York  District,  S.  C.  Rob- 
ert Westmoreland  was  married  in  South  Carolina 
to  Miss  Susannah  Harwell,  a native  of  Arir- 
| ginia.  and  for  a number  of  years  after  made 
his  home  in  Virginia,  subsequently  moving  to 
South  Carolina.  In  .1833  they  moved  to  Coosa 
County.  Ala.,  and  there  made  their  home  until 
1855,  and  then  came  to  Aliller  County.  Ark. .where 
they  both  passed  from  life — he  in  1861,  and  she  in 
1865.  They  were  both  worthy  members  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  South.  The  father 
was  a successful  blacksmith  and  farmer,  and  in 
politics  was  a stanch  Democrat.  They  were  the 
parents  of  eight  children,  four  of  whom  grew  to 
maturity,  and  two  of  whom  are  still  living,  viz.  : 
John  and  Freeman.  Freeman  is  a farmer  and 
blacksmith  of  Aliller  County,  Ark.  The  subject 
of  this  sketch  spent  his  school  days  in  Alabama, 


and  when  a bov  of  seventeen  or  eighteen  left  home 
* °t 

j and  went  to  Lafayette  County,  Aliss.,  and  turned 
> his  attention  to  farming.  Two  years  later  he  came 
| to  Sevier  County.  Ark.,  and  a few  months  later  to 
Hempstead  County,  where  ho  has  since  resided. 
From  1846  .until  the  outbreak  of  the  war  he  was 
■ an  overseer,  but  at  the  close  of  the  war  he  pur- 
chased a farm,  and  since  then  has  been  farming 
for  himself.  He  owns  a farm  of  280  acres  of  good 
i land,  with  about  100  acres  under  cultivation, 
j During  the  late  war  he  was  detailed  to  work  as  a 
j blacksmith  in  this  part  of  the  State.  When  he 
| first  came  to  this  State  he  was  without  means, 
but  by  his  industry  and  good  management,  with 
the  assistance  of  his  excellent  wife,  who  is  a prac- 
j tical  housekeeper  and  manager,  he  has  accnmu- 
j iated  a good  property.  His  marriage  occurred  on 
I October  29,  1851,  Aliss  Fredonia  Reaves  being 
| the  contracting  party.  She  was  born  in  this 
county  October  27,  1S28,  being  a daughter  of  James 
Reaves,  a blacksmith  and  farmer  by  occupation, 
and  one  of  the  first  settlers  in  this  part  of  Ark an - 
j sas.  He  was  born  in  North  Carolina  in  1794.  snb- 
! sequently  went  to  Tennessee,  then  to  Alissouri, 

| and,  in  1818,  came  to  Arkansas,  and  located  in 
Hempstead  County,  where  he  died  in  May,  1865. 
To  their  marriage  was  born  one  child — Alary  A. , 
who  was  horn  in  1863,  subsequently  becoming 
the  wife  of  Pleasant  H.  Sandlin,  and  died  in  De- 
; cember,  1883.  They  have  also  reared  and  edu- 
: cated  four  orphan  boys.  Airs.  AYestmoreland  is  a 
I member  of  the  Alethodist  Episcopal  Church.  South. 

Peyton  G.  AYhalev.  Ever  since  locating  in 
Hempstead  County,  Air.  Whaley  has  enjoyed  the 
reputation  of  being  a substantial  and  progressive 
j farmer,  as  well  as  an  intelligent  aud  thoroughly 
I posted  man  on  all  the  current  topics  of  the  day. 

He  was  born  in  AValton  County,  Ga. . February  10. 

| 1833.  His  father.  Barney  AYhaley,  was  boru  in 
Georgia  iu  18.13,  there  grew  to  manhood,  subse- 
quently marrying  Aliss  Frances  Alobley.  who  was 
also  born  in  Georgia  about  1813.  and  together  they 
passed  their  lives  in  their  native  State,  he  dying 
i in  I860,  and  she  in  1880.  There  were  eleven  chjl- 
i dren  born  to  them,  the  subject  of  this  sketch  be- 
| ing  the  eldest,  and  those  still  surviving  are  scattered 
: over  different  sections  of  the  United  States.  The 
| father  was  a Democrat  politically.  He  was  a 
; very  successful  farmer  in  Georgia  for  many  years, 

} and  was  an  upright  and  conscientious  man,  highly 
| respected  iu  the  community  iu  which  he  resided. 

: The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  reared  to  manhood 
on  his  father's  farm  in  Georgia,  his  time  being 
pretty  equally  divided  between  farm  labor  and 
| attending  school.  In  1854  he  left  his  childhood 
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ioido  ami  came  to  Arkansas,  locating  in  this  county, 
in  Bois  D’Arc  Township,  where  lie  purchased  “200 
acres  of  land,  to  which  he  added  until  he  possessed 
,500  acres.  He  has,  however,  given  some  land 
o his  children,  and  sold  other  portions,  leaving 
iim  a balance  of  500  acres  of  as  good  land  as  there 
s in  the  county.  This  he  has  made  entirely  by 
iis  own  industry  and  good  management,  as  when  I 
ie  came  here  with  his  wife  and  child  in  1S54,  he  ! 
md  but  SO  (!?3  of  which  he  owed)  with  which  to 
>ogin  life  in  a new  country.  In  July,  1862,  he  i 
oined  Monroe's  Rawhide  Regiment,  Cabol's 
brigade  of  cavalry,  in  which  he  remained  until 
nearly  the  close  of  the  war.  when  he  was  detailed 
and  served  the  remainder  of  the  time  under  Maj. 
Thomas  in  the  commissary  department,  and  at 
the  close  of  the  war  he  was  at  Gilmore,  Tex. 
While  in  the  ranks  he  was  in  the  battles  of  Back- 
bone, Fayetteville,  besides  many  skirmishes,  and 
had  many  narrow  escapes,  both  from  capture  and 
death.  At  Dripping  Springs,  Ark.,  his  regiment 
was  attacked  by  Indians,  and  his  horse  from 
which  he  had  dismounted,  was  shot  near  him. 
Mr.  Whaley  has  been  married  three  times.  He 
was  first  married  on  November  17,  1852.  to  Miss 
Maliala  Thorn,  who  died  in  1859,  leaving  four  chil- 
dren, two  of  whom  are  still  living,  viz. : Marion  (a 
farmer  of  this  township),  and  Frances  (now  Mrs. 
T.  A.  Williams,  of  this  county).  William  T.  was 
born  in  1S55,  and  died  at  Fulton  in  lSST.  and  an 
infant  is  also  deceased.  In  I860  Mr.  Whaley 
married  Miss  Eliza  Anderson,  who  died  after  a 
very  brief  wedded  life,  and  the  following  year  her 
sister.  Miss  Lucinda  C.  Anderson,  became  Mrs. 
Whaley,  and  in  time  became  the  mother  of  six 
children — three  sons  and  three  daughters — as  fol- 
lows: Joseph  P.  (a  farmer  of  this  county),  James  (a 
successful  merchant  at  Fulton  l.  and  Minnie,  Norah, 
and  Ada  B.  at  home,  and  Robert  L.,  who  died  in 
infancy.  Mr.  Whaley  is  steward  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  South,  of  which  body  both  him- 
self and  wife  are  worthy  members.  Socially  he  is 
a Mason,  and  politically  a Democrat. 

James  L.  White,  farmer  and  stock  trader.  Hope. 
Ark.  Mr.  White  was  born  in  Hempstead  County. 
Ark.,  in  1857,  to  the  union  of  Zachary  and  Martha 
(Nance)  White,  and  was  the  fourth  in  order  of  birth 
of  ten  children.  The  father  was  born  in  1829  and 
came  with  his  mother  to  Arkansas  in  1841.  After 
arriving  at  years  of  discretion  he  engaged  in  agri- 
cultural pursuits,  which  he  continued  until  his 
death,  which  occurred  in  April.  1883.  He  was  a 
private  in  the  Confederate  army,  and  was  a man 
universally  respected.  His  brother,  Joseph  R. 
^ bite,  was  sheriff  of  Nevada  Countv  for  eirrht 


years,  and  was  also  a captain  in  the  Confederate 
service.  Zachary  was  one  among  the  most  promi- 
nent men  of  -the  county  until  his  death.  The  - 
mother  of  our  subject,  who  was  a member  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  died  in  February, 
1883,  and  his  grandfather,  Zachary  White,  Sr., 
was  among  the  very  earliest  settlers  of  Tennessee. 
James  L.  White  was  reared  on  his  father’s  farm, 
received  his  education  in  the  schools  of  this  county, 
and  when  twenty  years  of  age  commenced  farming 
for  himself  on  rented  land.  One  year  later  he 
bought  an  unimproved  farm. which  he  immediately 
commenced  to  improve,  but  five  years  later  sold 
this  and  bought  several  farms.  He  continued  to 
till  the  soil  until  1885,  when,  in  connection  with 
this  industry,  he  engaged  in  stock-dealing,  confining 
himself  principally  to  bne  horses,  mules  and  jacks. 
He  is  an  extensive  stockholder  in  the  Fair  Associa- 
tion of  this  county,  and  his  exhibits  yearly  are  the 
pride  of  the  people.  He  has  one  of  the  handsomest 
residences  in  Hope,  and  is  one  of  the  most  success- 
ful men  of  that  city.  He  is  the  architect  of  his 
own  fortune,  having  made  all  he  has  by  his  own 
exertions,  and  is  one  of  the  best  financiers  in 
Hempstead  County.  Mr.  White  has  been  twice 
married — first  in  December,  1876,  to  Miss  Joe  Cor- 
nelious,  daughter  of  Reuben  Cornelious,  who  was 
one  of  the  oldest  settlers  of  this  county.  To  Air. 
and  Airs.  White  were  born  three  children:  Lillie, 
Martha  and  Joe  S.  (deceased).  Airs.  White  died 
on  October  11,  1887.  She  was  a member  of  the 
Alethodist  Episcopal  Church,  South.  On  June  12, 
1888,  Air.  White  married  Aliss  Eliza  Allen, daugh- 
ter of  John  M.  Allen,  of  this  county,  and  the  re- 
sult of  this  union  was  one  child,  Allen.  All's.  White 
is  a member  of  the  Old  School  Presbyterian 
Church.  Air.  White  is  a member  of  the  K.  of  P. , 
Hempstead  County  Lodge  No.  14.  Louis  Nance, 
the  paternal  grandfather  of  our  subject,  came  to 
this  State  very  early  in  the  eighteenth  century,  and 
his  daughter  (the  mother  of  our  subject)  was  born 
in  this  county  within  eight  miles  of  Hope,  in  1830. 
Her  youthful  days  were  spent  here  in  the  wilds  of 
an  almost  unbroken  country  when  the  Indians  were 
plentiful.  She  was  educated  in  Washington, Ark., 
and  wedded  Air.  White  in  1850.  Her  father  was 
a farmer,  and  was  celebrated  far  and  wide  for  his 
famous  bear-hunting  expeditions.  Although  a 
farmer,  he  spent  a great  portion  of  his  time  hunt- 
ing, and  many  a wonderful  story  and  hairbreadth 
escape  has  he  recounted,  people  coming  from  more 
civilized  portions  of  the  country  to  listen  to  him. 

Silas  At.  \\  illiams,  another  of  the  prominent 
planters  of  Noland  Township,  was  boru  in  New- 
berry County,  S.  C.,  on  August  4 1835.  a sou  of 
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John  and  Jennie  (Boyd)  Williams,  natives  of  South 
Carolina.  They  were  married  in  their  native  State, 
and  there  was  horn  their  onl-y  child,  the  subject  of 
this  sketch.  He  was  rendered  motherless  in  1837, 
when  he  was  but  two  years  of  age,  and  when  he 
'was  but  six  years  of  age  his  father  died,  leaving 
him  wholly  orphaned.  He  grew  to  maturity  in 
Mississippi,  and  was  there  married  on  April  22, 

1800,  to  Miss  Mary  A.  Griffith,  daughter  of  Daniel 
and  Elizabeth  (Rogers)  Griffith,  born  in  Mis- 
sissippi, on  November  2,  1841,  by  whom  he  be- 
came the  father  of  ten  children — six  sons  and  four 
daughters — seven  of  whom  survive,  namely:  A i 11  - 
iam  I.  (wife  of  Charles  Fowler,  a farmer  of  tbis 
county),  Mary  E.  (wife  of  James  Livingston,  also 
an  agriculturist  of  this  county),  John  M. . James 
W. , Marion  D.,  Robert  D.  and  Eva.  In  October, 

1801,  Mr.  W illiams  enlisted  in  the  Confederate 
cause,  joining  Company  F,  Eleventh  Mississippi 
Battalion,  in  which  he  served  until  the  close  of 
the  war.  He  surrendered  at  Gainesville.  Ala.,  in 
1805,  and  immediately  after  returned  to  his  family 
in  Mississippi.  In  1870  he  moved  to  Arkansas, 
settling  in  Clark  County,  where  he  made  his  home 
until  the  spi'ing  of  1S75,  and  then  moved  to  Hemp- 
stead County,  where  he  owns  a valuable  farm  on 
which  he  lives.  He  and  wife  both  belong  to  the 
Presbyterian  Church,  and  are  honored  members  of 
that  body.  In  politics  he  is  a stanch  Democrat, 
and  socially  is  a member  of  the  Masonic  order,  to 
which  he  has  belonged  since  ISOS. 

Robert  Brady  Williams,  the  subject  of  this 
sketch,  is  a member  of  the  well-known  law  firm  of 
A.  B.  A R.  B.  Williams,  of  Washington,  Ark.  He 
was  born  in  Pike  County,  Ark.,  on  August  28, 
1851,  of  the  marriage  of  Hon.  Abner  B.  Williams 
(who  was  born  in  Christian  County,  Ivy. . April  9, 
182S)  and  Ann  B.  Carruth  (who  was  born  in  Fay- 
ette County,  Tenn.,  September  21,  1831).  When 
quite  small  they  were  brought  by  their  parents  to 
Hempstead  County,  Ark.,  where  they  were  reared, 
and  in  1850  married.  After  spending  a few  years 
in  Pike  County,  they  returned  to  Hempstead 
County,  and  settled  at  Washington,  where  Mrs. 
Williams  died  in  1885,  having  been  a devout  mem- 
ber of  the  Methodist  Church  for  many  years.  Mr. 
Williams  afterward  married  Mrs.  Annie  G.  Fuller- 
ton, of  Cape  Girardeau,  Mo.,  and  they  are  now  re- 
siding in  Washington.  Mr.  Williams  was  educated 
in  Wirt  College,  Tenn.,  and  soon  after  studied  law 
with  Judge  John  Field,  since  which  time  he  has 
followed  his  profession  with  marked  success,  and 
is  recognized  as  one  of  the  foremost  attorneys  in 
Southwestern  Arkansas.  He  servhd  several  terms 
as  judge  of  the  Ninth  Judicial  Circuit,  and  was  at 


: two  different  times  in  the  State  Senate,  first  in 
1862  and  again  in  1S06  and  1867.  Durino  the 
early  part  of  Cleveland's  administration,  he  was 
! made  Utah  commissioner,  a position  he  still  oc- 
cupies. The  duties  of  every  public  office  he  has  held 
! have  been  discharged  in  an  admirable  manner,  and 
he  has  at  all  times  displayed  the  soundest  judg- 
ment and  a thorough  knowledge  on  all  public  mat- 
ters. He  has  always  been  a close  student,  and  is 
noted  for  his  scholarly  attainments,  as  well  as  for 
the  simplicity  and  kindness  of  his  manners.  Few 
men  in  this  section  are  better  known  or  more  highly 
respected  than  he,  and  he  is  perhaps  more  familiar 
with  the  early  history  of  Hempstead  County  and 
Southwestern  Arkansas  than  any  man  residing 
therein.  He  was  made  lieutenant- colonel  of  Mc- 
Naire's  Arkansas  xegiment  at  the  opening  of  the 
war,  but  his  health  would  not  admit  of  his  serving. 
He  has  been  successful  in  every  undertaking,  finan- 
i cially  and  otherwise,  although  he  has  never  been, 
desirous  of  great  wealth,  his  tastes  being  of  the 
simplest  kind.  He  and  the  subject  of  this  sketch 
own  some  6,000  acres  of  land  in  this  section  of  the 
State,  besides  valuable  town  property.  In  his  polit- 
ical views  he  is  a Democrat,  although  formerly  a 
Whig,  and  prior  to  the  war  was  a non-secessionist, 
strenuously  opposing  that  measure.  He  is  a Mason 
and  an  Odd  Fellow  of  long  standing.  His  father, 
John  IV.  "Williams,  was  a Virginian,  in  which  State 
he  married  his  first  wife,  and  from  there  he  went  to 
Kentucky,  where,  after  the  death  of  his  first  wife,  he 
was  married  a second  time,  to  Catharine  Bryson, who 
was  the  mother  of  Judge  Williams,  he  being  their 
only  child.  In  the  year  1832  John  W.  Williams 
removed  with  his  family  to  Hempstead  County, 
Ark.,  and  settled  in  what  was 'long  known  as  the 
Seven-Mile  House,  it  being  situated  on  the  Little 
Rock  road,  seven  miles  northeast  of  Washington. 
Here  he  spent  the  rest  of  his  life,  dying  in  1867. 
He  was  a soldier  in  the  War  of  1812,  serving  under 
Gen.  W.  H.  Harrison  in  the  battle  of  the  Thames: 
was  of  Welsh  descent,  and  was  a descendant  of  one 
of  eleven  brothers  who  came  from  Wales  at  an 
early  day,  and  settled  in  South  Carolina.  [For  a 
sketch  of  Elias  Carruth,  the  maternal  grandfather 
of  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  see  the  sketch  of  W. 

: H.  Carruth.]  Robert  B.  Williams  was  the  eldest  of 
four  sons  and  five  daughters,  six  of  whom  are  liv- 
ing, and  after  acquiring  fair  knowledge  of  the 
common  branches,  he  finished  his  education  in 
Washington  and  Lee  University  of  Virginia,  grad- 
i uating  in  literature  and  the  languages,  after  which 
he  began  the  study  of  law  with  his  father,  and  in 
1876  was  admitted  to  the  bar.  Soon  after  the 
| present  firm  was  established,  and  Robert  B.  has 
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l'uilt  up  an  excellent  reputation  for  himself.  Like 
his  father  hois  a Democrat,  politically,  and  his  first 
presidential  vote  was  cast  for  Greeley  in  1872, 
while  he  was  attending  college  in  Virginia.  He 
was  married,  in  1880,  to  Miss  Kate,  a daughter  of 
Wiley  15  and  Valeria  J.  Stuart,  both  of  whom 
wore  born  and  still  live  in  Hempstead  County,  they 
lining  one  of  the  first  families  of  this  section.  Mrs. 
Williams  was  born  in  the  town  of  Washington,  and 
lias  borne  Mr.  Williams  two  children.  While  Mr. 
Williams  has  never  aspired  to  any  political  office, 
ho  has  always  taken  a lively  and  active  interest  in 
the  political  affairs  of  his  State  and  section,  and 
has  served  for  four  years  as  a member  of  the  Dem 
ocratic  State  Central  Committee.  His  party,  recog 
nizing  his  ability  as  a lawyer  and  his  worth  as  a 
man,  have  just  tendered  to  him,  unanimously,  the 
nomination  for  the  circuit  judgeship  of  the  Ninth 
Judicial  Circuit.  As  a business  man  and  a finan- 
cier he  is  regarded  as  one  of  the  successful  young 
men  of  the  country.  In  addition  to  large  real  es- 
tate interests,  he  is  vice-president  of  the  Hemp 
stead  County  Bank,  one  of  the  solid  and  substan- 
tial institutions  of  Southwestern  Arkansas,  and  has 
stock  and  interests  in  numerous  other  successful 
enterprises  in  this  section  of  the  State. 

Col.  James  A.  Williamson,  planter,  Hope,  Ark. 
This  progressive  and  very  successful  planter  owes 
his  nativity  to  Mecklenburg  County,  N.  C.,  where 
he  was  born  in  March,  1829,  and  his  father,  Rev. 
Samuel  Williamson,  was  a native  of  York  District. 
S.  C.,  of  which  the  mother,  whose  maiden  name 
was  Jane  C.  Adams,  was  also  a native  The  father 
was  president  of  Davidson  College  of  Mecklen- 
burg County,  N.  C..  up  to  about  1854,  or  for 
fourteen  years,  and  was  a very  prominent  educator. 
He  was  a Presbyterian  minister,  and  hadplrarge  of 
several  churches.  He  visited  Arkansas  in  the  fall 
of  1855,  and  in  January.  1857,  moved  to  Hemp- 
stead County,  locating  near  Washington,  where  he 
was  pastor  for  a number  of  years,  and  purchased 
a farm  which  is  now  owned  by  the  family.  He 
was  eighty-seven  years  of  age  at  the  time  of  his 
death,  which  occurred  in  1882.  The  mother  died 
in  1880.  They  left  foirr  children,  of  whom  our 
subject  is  the  only  son.  The  latter  was  reared  in 
his  native  State,  received  his  education  at  David- 
son College,  and  graduated  from  the  same  when 
sixteen  years  of  age.  After  this  he  was  on  the 
farm  for  a few  years,  and  in  1851  went  to  Charles- 
ton, where,  after  studving  law,  he  was  admitted  to 
th  e bar  in  1852.  He  began  practicing  at  Chester 
Court  House,  where  he  continued  until  coming  to 
Arkansas  with  his  parents.  He  then  assisted  his 
fathe  r on  the  farm  until  1801,  when  he  enlisted  in 


the  Hempstead  Cavalry  and  continued  with  the  same 
until  he  was  wounded.  Ho  'entered  the  ranks  as 
first  lieutenant,  and  after  organizing  with  McIn- 
tosh’s regiment,  was  adjutant  for  a short  time.  He 
was  captain  of  Company  II  for  some  time,  while  on 
the  east  side  of  the  river  as  dismounted  infantry, 
and  at  the  reorganization  of  tlje  regiment  in  1802 
he  was  elected  lieutenant-colonel.  He  served  in 
that  capacity  until  Gov.  Flanigan  was  made  gov- 
ernor of  Arkansas  and  resigned,  when'  Mr.  \\  ill- 
iamson  was  made  colonel,  serving  in  that  position 
until  the  close- of  the  war.  He  was  wounded  at 
Resaca,  Ga. , May  14.  1804,  by  a shot  through  the 
left  leg,  and  was  obliged  to  have  the  limb  ampu- 
tated. Previous  to  this  he  had  received  two  slight 
wounds.  He  was  shot  in  front  of  the  breast- 
works at  Resaca,  and  his  men  carried  him  out.  In 
December  he  came  home  and  engaged  in  the  prac- 
tice of  his  profession  again  until  reconstruction, 
when  he  embarked  in  merchandising.  This  he 
carried  on  until  1873.  since  which  time  he  has 
been  actively  occupied  with  farming.  He  was 
elected  to  the  Legislature  in  1870  and  served  one 
term.  He  is  the  owner  of  about  2,200  acres  of 
land,  with  some  900  acres  under  cultivation.  He 
moved  his  family  to  Hope,  in  order  to  educate  his 
children,  and  here  he  resides  at  the  present  time. 
He  was  first  married  in  1803  to  Miss  Carrie  M. 
Muldrow,  who  died  in  1805,  and  his  second  mar- 
riage was  to  Mrs.  Annie  P.  (Pearsall)  Johnson  in 
March,  1873.  They  have  four  children:  Annie 
E. , Samuel,  Mary  P.  and  James  A,  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Williamson  are  members  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church. 

J.  B.  Willson,  farmer,  Hope,  Ark.  Air.  Will- 
son's parents,  Rev.  James  and  Sarah  (Cameron) 
AA’illson,  were  both  of  Scotch- Irish  origin,  and  the 
father  was  born  in  South  Carolina,  but  reared  in 
Georgia.  He  was  a minister  in  the  Baptist  Church 
for  sixty-five  or  seventy  years,  and  to  this  calling 
he  devoted  most  of  his  labor,  although  he  also  tilled 
the  soil.  His  death  occurred  in  Georgia  in  1880, 
when  he  was  over  ninety  -six  years  of  age.  and  on  the 
place  where  ho  had  resided  since  1833.  He  was 
twice  married,  and  became  the  father  of  six  chil- 
dren by  his  first  wife.  These  children  are  supposed 
to  be  dead,  as  nothing  has  been  heard  of  them  for 
years.  To  his  second  marriage  were  born  three 
sons  and  one  daughter,  only  one  besides  our  subject 
now  living,  J.  D.  (who  resides  in  Texas).  The 
other  two  were  AY.  C.  (a  twin  of  John  D.,  who  died 
in  Georgia  in  1889)  and  Lucinda  J.  (deceased 
wife  of  J.  A.  Fomby).  J.  B.  A\  illson  was  born  in 
Georgia  in  1832,  was  educated  in  the  subscription 
schools  of  his  native  county,  and  attended  college  at 
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La  Grange,  Ga. . for  some  time.  When  twenty-one 
years  of  age.  he  started,  out  to  light  life's  battles 
for  himself,  but  continued  with  his  father  until 
four  years  later.  When  twenty-six  years  of  age, 
he  was  married  to  Miss  Sarah  C.  Early,  the  daugh- 
ter of  Simeon  and  Elmira  (Bird)  Early,  natives  of 
Georgia.  After  his  marriage  Mr.  Willson  began 
farming  in  Georgia,  and  continued  this  occupation 
until  1801,  when  he  came  to  Drew  County,  Ark., 
and  settled  seventeen  miles  south  of  Monticello, 
where  he  still  continued  to  till  the  soil.  He  also 
taught  school,  and  made  his  home  there  until  1804. 
when  he  moved  to  Columbia  County,  and  began 
farming  on  rented  land.  He  afterward  bought  an 
unimproved  farm,  on  which  he  remained  until  18  dr, 
when  he  came  to  this  county.  Here  he  rented  land 
for  three  years,  and  in  1879  bought  his  present 
I property,  consisting  of  100  acres  of  unimproved 
land.  He  now  has  eighty  acres  of  this  under  cult- 
ivation. has  a tine  residence  and  excellent  out- 
I buildings.  He  has  since  added  eighty  acres,  and 
has  about  twenty-five  acres  of  this  under  a fine 
state  of  cultivation.  To  his  marriage  have  been 
born  ten  children,  all  living  but  one,  who  died  at 
the  age  of  two  years.  Those  living  are  Thomas  E. 
(farmer  of  this  county).  C.  T.  (now  in  college  at 
Arkadelphia,  preparing  for  the  ministry),  Walter 
P.  (of  Texas),  J.  B. , Jr.,  W.  H.  (also  attending 
college  at  Arkadelphia),  Early  IT,  J.  Hodge,  Alma 
C.  and  Joe  C.  Air.  and  Airs.  Willson  are  both 
members  of  the  Alissionarv  Baptist  Church.  Po- 
litically Air.  AYillson  is  a Democrat.  He  is  one  of 
the  most  respected  and  esteemed  citizens  of  the 
county.  Although  he  is  now  in  his  fifty-eighth 
year,  he  has  never  been  known  to  swear,  nor  has 
he  ever  taken  a drink  of  any  beverage  that  would 
intoxicate. 

Alaj.  J.  R.  Wimberly  is  one  of  the  foremost 
farmers  of  the  county  of  Hempstead.  Ark.,  and  is 
a native  Georgian,  his  birth  having  occurred  in 
1 83S.  His' father,  Dr.  H.  S.  Wimberly,  in  addi 
tion  to  practicing  his  profession,  followed  the  call- 
ing of  a planter,  and  was  well  and  favorably 
known  in  Houston  and  Twiggs  Counties.  He  was 
j very  finely  educated,  and  besides  graduating  from 
the  State  University  of  Georgia,  he  graduated  from 
the  Aledical  College  of  Philadelphia,  Penn.,  a 
classmate  of  Robert  Toombs.  He  is  still  residing 
in  his  native  State,  his  home  being  in  Twiggs 
County.  His  father  was  a soldier  in  the  Creek 
and  Seminole  Wars.  The  subject  of  this  sketch 
was  well  educated  in  his  youth,  being  favored 
with  the  advantages  of  an  excellent  private  school, 
and  in  18(50  he  began  an  independent  career  as  a 
school  teacher,  and  in  connection  with  this  was  on- 


I gaged  in  tilling  the  soil  up  to  1868.  In  the  latter 
year  he  joined  the  Confederate  army  and  was  a 

member  of  — battalion  until  it  was  disbanded 

in  1864,  after  which  he  was  not  a regular  member 
| of  any  command.  The  last  year  of  the  war  he 
i was  in  the  quartermaster’s  department.  During 
: his  term  of  active  service  he  was  in  the  fight  be- 
tween Bragg  and  Rosecrans,  in  Georgia,  and 
; was  in  every  other  engagement  in  which  Johnston 
participated,  being  in  Hardee’s  corps.  His  com- 
| pany  was  disbanded  in  North  Carolina,  every  man 
taking  the  nearest  route  home,  but  as  Air.  Wim- 
! berly  possessed  a horse  he  was  not  compelled  to 
make  his  way  on  foot.  He  was  slightly  wounded 
at  Savannah.  He  entered  the  army  as  a captain, 
j was  promoted  to  lieutenant-colonel,  after  the  battle 
; of  Atlanta,  and  in  the  quartermaster’s  department 
became  major.  Upon  his  return  home  from  the 
| war.  he  again  began  following  the  plow  in  Georgia, 
but  in  1886  came  to  Arkansas,  and  here  has  since 
become  the  owner  of  850  acres  of  land,  which  yields 
j good  crops.  His  marriage  took  place  in  1860,  his 
wife  being  Aliss  Eugenia  M.  Brown,  of  Houston 

o o 

County,  Ga. , a daughter  of  Dempsie  Brown,  a 
j cotton  planter,  born  in  North  Carolina.  By  in- 
; dustry  and  good  management  he  became  very 
! wealthy,  and  before  his  death,  which  occurred  in 
1864,  he  had  accumulated  a fortune  of  §500,000. 

| He  was  a prominent  member  of  the  Alethodist 
| Episcopal  Church.  To  Air.  Wimberly  and  his 
j wife  a family  of  nine  children  have  been  born: 

I Carrie  D.  (Airs.  J.  AV.  Alarshal,  of  AVaycross,  Ga.). 
AY  alter  H.,  John  R. , Joseph  AY.,  Daisy  Dean, 
Dempsey  Brown,  Laura  L.,  Cora  Delia  and  Louise, 
all  of  whom  are  at  home  with  the  exception  of  the 
married  daughter.  Air.  AYimberly  has  always 
supported  the  principles  of  the  Democratic  party, 
and  on  that  ticket  was  elected  to  the  State  Legis- 
lature of  Georgia  in  1875,  and  was  re-elected  in 
1877.  a position  he  filled  with  ability  and  with 
honesty  to  his  party.  He  is  a public-spirited  citi- 
zen. is  a member  of  the  Alethodist  Episcopal 
Church,  South,  and  belongs  to  the  A.  F.  A A.  Al. 

Dr.  J.  R.  AVolff  has  been  engaged  in  mer- 
chandising at  Bingen,  Ark.,  since  18  <1,  the  aver- 
age value  of  his  stock  being  §25,000,  and  the  an- 
nual sales  §50,000,  the  gross  business  being  about 
§70,000.  He  has  three  buildings,  has  about  four 
clerks,  and  handles  dry  goods,  drugs,  groceries, 
hardware  and  furniture.  These  establishments  are 
finely  appointed,  and  are  among  the  most  attract- 
ive of  the  kind  in  Southwest  Arkansas.  Dr.  AY o Iff 
was  born  in  Laurens  District.  S.  C.,  in  1886,  a 
son  of  George  F.  and  Martha  (Rowland)  Woltf. 
who  were  also  born  and  spent  their  lives  in  that 


' 


Bingen, Hempstead  County, Arkansas. 


VSV  - 


HEMPSTEAD.  COUNTY. 


433 


<•op.nl  v,  the  former  dying  in  ESSO,  and  his  widow  in 
lsS!,  both  members  of  the  Baptist  Church,  and 
th»<  former  a farmer  by  occupation.  He  was  a son 
of  ( ! ini.  John  Wolff,  who  was  born  in  Germany, 
mid  came  to  America  when  a young  man,  spend- 
j i , , r the  rest  of  his  days  in  South  Carolina,  where 
j„,  , |, 'voted  his  attention  to  farming  and  merclian- 
di-ine.  He  was  a general  in  the  State  militia. 
E/.-kiel  Howland,  the  mother’s  father,  was,  per- 
h;i| i",  born  in  South  Carolina,  and  there  died,  hav- 
ing'been  a successful  physician  for  many  years. 
The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  the  fourth  of  four 
Mins  and  three  daughters;  his  early  days  were 
-pent  at  farm  work,  and  in  attending  school,  and 
nl  about  the  age  of  twenty  years  he  began  the  oc- 
cupation of  teaching,  and  at  the  same  time  read 
medicine  for  four  years.  In  1837  he  graduated 
from  the  Charleston  (S.  C.)  Medical  University,  and 
after  remaining  in  that  State,  engaged  in  practicing, 
ho  came  to  Hempstead  County,  Ark.,  and  here  has 
since  continued  to  live.  He  has  been  very  success- 
ful in  following  his  profession,  and  although  he 
gives  much  of  his  attention  to  his  mercantile  estab- 
lishments, he  still  does  office  practice.  He  has  be- 
come very  wealthy  in  the  different  enterprises  in 
which  he  has  been  engaged,  and  is  the  owner  of 
about  2,  “200  acres  of  line  land,  and  a good  steam 


cotton  gin  and  mill.  He  came  to  this  county  with 
in*  funds  to  speak  of,  soon  obtained  a firm  foot- 
ing in  the  practice  of  his  profession,  but  has  ac- 
quired the  most  of  his  property  in  the  mercantile 
business.  When  he  first  began  business  at  his 
pre-writ  stand  he  had  the  name  of  Ozan  post-office 
changed  to  Bingen,  and  he  has  since  been  post- 
ma-ter  of  the  town.  Foi’  five  years  he  has  pub- 
li-dmd  a weekly  newspaper — the  Social  Visitor — 
at  Bingen,  and  he  has  otherwise  helped  to  build 
up  the  place.  He  was  married  in  August,  1863, 
te  Emma  F.  G.,  $ daughter  of  Mannon  G.  and 
trances  C.  Young,  natives  of  Laurens  District, 
S.  G.  The  father  died  in  his  native  State  many 
years  ago,  and  in  1S5S  Mrs.  Young  came  to  Hemp- 
stead County,  and  died  at  Bingen  in  1888.  Dr. 
and  Mrs.  Wolff  have  had  eight  children,  four  sons 
ami  two  daughters  now  living.  The  Doctor  is  a 
Democrat,  and  he  and  wife  have  been  members  of 
fhe  Methodist  Church  for  many  years.  The  Doc 
s brother,  Charles,  came  to  Hempstead  County 
before  he  did,  served  in  the  Confederate  army 
during  the  lJebellion,  and  died  in  Texas,  after  the 
war. 
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Dr.  \ irgil  A.  Wood.  Wallaceburg,  Hemp 
"'••ad  County,  is  indebted  to  the  State  of  Georgia,' 
( 1 ‘,I“*  of  its  best  physicians,  as  well  as  one  of  its 
" !!l;f  merchants,  V.  A.  Wood,  who  during  his 


residence  here  of  about  thirty-four  years,  has 
proven  himself  to  be  upright  and  conscientious, 
and  well  worthy  the  confidence  and  trust  reposed 
in  him.  He  was  born  in  Bartow  County,  Ga. , 
August  12,  1 840,  and  is  the  second  of  seventeen 
children  born  to  James  and  Mary  A.  (Turner) 
Wood,  the  former  born  in  North  Carolina,  in  1825, 
and  the  latter  in  Georgia,  in  1830.  They  were 
married  in  the  latter  State,  in  1846,  and  made 
their  home  there  for  some  three  years,  moving  to 
Texas  in  1849.  They  remained  in  Texas  for  two 
years,  and  then,  in  1851,  came  to  Arkansas,  and 
settled  on  a farm,  in  Hempstead  County,  near 
which  they  now  live.  The  father  was  born  and 
reared  on  a farm,  and  has  followed  agricultural 
pursuits  very  successfully  all  his  life.  Of  the 
seventeen  children  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wood, 
only  five  survive:  Charles  F.,  Oliver  31..  Virgil  A., 
W illiam  W.  and  Robert  E.  They  are  both 
church  members,  but  belong  to  different  denom- 
inations, the  father  believing  in  the  tenets 
of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  South,  and 
the  mother  in  those  of  the  Baptist  Church.  The 
father  also  belongs  to  the  Masonic  order,  and  the 
K.  of  H He  served  in  the  late  war,  enlisting  in 
the  Confederate  cause,  in  1862,  and  served  until 
the  close  of  the  war.  Dr.  Virgil  A.  Wood,  the 
immediate  subject  of  this  sketch,  has  been  a res- 
ident of  Arkansas  since  his  second  year,  at  which 
time  his  parents  brought  him  to  this  State.  He 
was  reared  on  his  father’s  farm  in  Hempstead 
County,  and  remained  at  home  until  he  had  at- 
tained his  twenty- first  year.  He  then  commenced 
teaching,  and  continued  in  that  occupation  for  a 
number  of  years.  In  1S83  he  took  up  the  study  of 
medicine,  and  during  the  year  of  1883  attended 
the  Louisville  Medical  College.  In  1SS4  he  took 
another  course  of  lectures  at  the  Kentucky  School  of 
Medicine,  from  which  he  was  graduated  the  same 
year.  Immediately  after  his  graduation  he  entered 
upon  the  active  practice  of  his  profession  in  Nevada 
County,  Ark.,  but  continued  there  only  two  years,  and 
then  came  to  Wallaceburg,  where  he  has  ever  since 
resided,  building  up  a very  lucrative  practice.  In 
1889  he  commenced  merchandising,  in  connection 
with  his  practice,  and  now  has  a good  share  of  the 
neighboring  trade.  His  marriage  to  Miss  Sarah 
C.  Robins,  daughter  of  Samuel  H.  and  Sarah 
(Turner)  Robins,  was  consummated  October  4,  IS  1 4, 
and  eight  children  have  been  given  to  them,  two 
of  whom  have  since  died.  Those  living  are:  Ben 
lah  L. , Minnie  O..  Edna  E.,  Robert  H.  and  Okla 
and  Homa,  twins.  Mrs.  Wood  was  born  on  No- 
vember .3,  1.855,  and  she  and  her  husband  are 
both  worthy  members  of  the  Methodist  Protestant 
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Church.  The  Doctor  is  a member  of  the  Masonic 
fraternity,  and  in  politics  votes  the  Union  Labor 
ticket. 

Prof.  Joseph  E.  Wootton,  a prominent  young 
farmer  and  educator  living  in  Noland  Township, 
was  born  in  Pike  County,  Ark.,  in  1854.  He  is  a 
son  of  Hiram  11.  and  Sarah  (Garrett)  Wootton, 
the  former  a native  of  Tennessee,  born  in  1829, 
and  the  latter  a native  of  Alabama  born  in  1831. 
They  were  married  in  Arkansas,  whither  Mr.  Woot- 
ton had  moved  in  1850,  and  here  they  reared  the 
ten  children  born  to  their  union,  eight  of  whom 
are  still  living.  Those  surviving  are  named  Ben- 
jamin F.,  Joseph  E.,  Josephine  F.  (wife  of  Isaac 
Anderson,  a successful  farmer  and  brick  mason,  of 
this  county),  Eudora  (wife  of  James  Anderson,  a 
wood- worker  of  Hempstead  County).  Hiram  H. . 
John  L. , Rufus  L.  and  Berta  A.  The  father  was 
a farmer  by  occupation,  and  pursued  that  calling 
with  marked  success  all  his  life.  He  died  in  Pike 
County,  Ark.,  in  1880,  just  nine  years  after  the 
faithful  companion  of  his  life  passed  away.  They 
were  both  church  members,  he  believing  in  the 
doctrines  expounded  by  the  Baptist  Church,  and 
she  in  those  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
South.  The  father  belonged  to  the  Masonic- order, 
Joseph  E.  Wootton  was  reared  to  manhood  in  his 
native  county,  his  boyhood  being  about  equally 


divided  between  assisting  his  father  on  the  farm, 
and  attending  the  district  school.  Seeing  the  ad- 
vantages' to  be  derived  from  a good  education, 
he  entered  the  State  Normal  College,  at  Florence, 
and  graduated  at  that  institution  in  1877.  In 
1882  he  took  a course  in  book  keeping  at  Lexing- 
ton, Ivy.,  under  E.  W.  and  W.  R.  Smith.  Hav- 
ing taken  a musical  course  at  Greenville,  under 
Iveifer  & Showalter.  the  former  president  of  the 
College  of  Music,  at  Dayton.  Ya.,  he  became  very 
proficient  in  that  art,  and  now  writes  and  teaches 
music  successfully.  He  commenced  teaching 
school  in  1878,  and  for  five  years  taught  in  Cren- 
shaw County,  Ala.  In  1855  he  was  the  principal 
in  Birmingham  Business  College,  Birmingham, 
Ala.,  and  for  the  last,  four  years  he  has  been 
wielding  the  birch  in  Hempstead  County,  Ark.,  and 
is  considered  an  excellent  educator.  He  makes 
his  home  on  his  fine  farm,  comprising  200  acres 
of  good  tillable  land,  all  of  which  is  well  improved. 
His  family  consists  of  an  estimable  wife  and  two 
children,  Leonard  and  Ruthe.  Mrs.  Wootton, 
whose  maiden  name  was  Miss  Lizzie  Wylie,  was 
born  in  Nevada  County,  Ark.,  December  12,  1867. 
a daughter  of  Thomas  and  Ruth  Ann  (Ware) 
Wrylie.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wootton  are  both  worthy 
and  respected  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  South. 
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Columbia  County  — In  Civil  Wak  Times  — Military  Representation — Planters  and  Slave 
Pioneers— Early  Days— Peculiar  Oiu+anization— First  J-rmci  al  Affairs— Matters  ok 
Public  Interest— Valuation,  etc. — Population— Cotton  Fields  and  Wood- 
land— Sources  of  Wealth — Railways — Commercial  Points— Mag- 
nolia— Its  History — Other  Places — Educational  Advan- 
tages— Courts— Temples  of  Worship — 

Family  History. 




Our  armours  now  may  rust,  our  idle  scimiters 
Hang  by  our  sides  for  ornament,  not  use. — Dry  den. 


of  May.  1801,  however,  in  voting  for  secession, 
settled  ail  doubt  as  to  the  course  to  be  taken. 
Columbia's  delegates — George  P.  Smoote  and  I. 
C.  Wallace — returned  and  forthwith  troops  were 
raised. 

Tire  first  company  was  organized  at  Magnolia 
with  the  following  officers:  Captain.  D.  L.  Killgore; 
first  lieutenant,  J.  P.  Austin;  second  lieutenant,  N. 
J.  Gantt.  They  entered  the  Sixth  Arkansas  In- 
fantry, and  operated  in  the  leading  battles  on  both 
sides  of  the  Mississippi  during  the  war.  They 
suffered  severely.  Capt.  Killgore,  who  was  after- 
ward made  lieutenant-colonel,  was  succeeded  by 
Capt.  J.  P.  Austin,  who  wuis  killed  at  Shiloh. 
Capt.  Gantt  succeeded  him. 

Soon  after  another  company  was  formed,  offi- 
cered as  follows:  Captain,  T.  P.  Dockery;  first 
lieutenant,  W.  H.  Dismukes,  and  second  lieutenant. 

} 11.  H.  Howell.  This  company  joined  the  Nine- 
teenth Arkansas  Infantry,  and  suffered  so  severely 
j that  numerous  changes  took  place.  Capt.  Dockery 
j became  a brigadier-general;  Lieut.  Dismukes  be- 
came a lieutenant-colonel,  and  was  killed  near 
' Vicksburg;  Paul  Dismukes  afterward  organized  an 
| artillery  company,  and  Lieut.  Howell  became  its 
captain  later  on.  Two  other  companies  were 


UT  little  more  than  eight 
years  of  Columbia  County’s 
existence  had  passed  when 
the  cannon  at  Fort  Sumter, 
one  April  day  in  1861,  awroke 
the  citizens  to  war.  They 
w’ere  much  divided  iu  opinion 
at  first,  but  wdien  once  war 
was  determined,  they  were 
abundantly  prepared  in  men 
and  money.  The  county  had  settled  up 
very  rapidly  indeed  in  the  fifties,  es- 
pecially after  the  new’  county  was 
formed.  These  first  eight  years  were 
the  greatest  decade  of  her  settlement, 
as  the  last  eight  years  have  been  of 
development. 

By  I860  there  was  a population  of 
12,459,  less  than  one-third  (3,004)  of 
which  were  slaves.  The  white  popula- 
tion was  8,855,  giving  an  estimated 
vote  of  about  1.700.  These  repre- 
sented considerable  wealth,  too.  Their 
political  views  w?ere  somewhat  different  from  many 
counties,  as  there  was  a large  Whig  element.  In 
the  election  of  I860  the  Breckinridge  men  led,  but 
the  Bell  men  brushed  very  close  to  them,  and  j organized  in  1861,  one  of  which  was  Captain  S 
Douglas  came  third.  There  was  considerable  op  L.  Proctor's  company,  formed  at  Atlanta,  Colum 
position  to  secession  at  first,  and  John  Fellows,  , bia  County,  and  joining  the  Third  Arkansas  Cav- 
now  of  New  York,  was  one  of  the  leading  orators  airy.  The  other  was  Capt.  Harrison  Wood’s  com 
who  spoke  against  it.  The  Little  Rock  convention  ' pany. 
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In  1862  Capt.  .John  Todd’s  company  was  made 
up  for  Alonroo’s  regiment,  and  I.  L.  Adair  became 
its  captain  later  on.  Capt.  Quincy  Couch’s  com- 
pany was  another  that  joined  Ben.  AY.  Johnson’s 
regiment  which  surrendered  at  Port  Hudson. 
Company  K,  of  the  Nineteenth  Arkansas  Infantry, 
was  organized  in  1862  also,  officered  by  the  fol- 
lowing well-known  citizens:  Captain,  J.  T.  Ken- 
drick; first  lieutenant,  Dave  Dixon;  second  lieu- 
tenant, J.  M.  Nall,  and  third  lieutenant,  B.  F. 
Askew.  Lieut.  Dixon  afterward  became  a captain. 

After  these  were  the  companies,  of  Capt.  J.  P. 
Matthews  and  Capt.  John  Aaron.  These  were 
all  volunteers,  and  it  is  thought  there  was  another 
company  of  this  kind,  but  no  information  of  it 
can  be  gained.  Other  troops  were  conscripted 
from  time  to  time.  It  is  estimated  that  over 
a thousand  men  were  sent  to  the  front  from  Co- 
lumbia County,  and  that  probably  but  about  one- 
third  returned. 

The  county  itself  suffered  far  less  than  many 
others,  as  it  was  not  raided,  nor  did  any  actions 
take  place  within  her  borders.  The  provost-mar- 
shalship  and  the  freeclmen’s  bureau  fell  into  care- 
ful hands — Judge  B.  F.  Askew  for  (he  former,  and 
Judge  Kelso  the  first  officer  for  the  latter—  so  that 
there  was  comparatively  little  trouble  from  these 
sources.  The  operation  of  the  registration  laws, 
however,  are  said  to  have  disfranchised  unusually 
large  numbers. 

The  colored  people  have  been  in  the  minority, 
and  generally  lead  a quiet  agricultural  life,  so  that 
there  has  been  comparatively  little  race  trouble  for 
Columbia  to  complain  of.  Her  towns  also  have, 
as  a rule,  a comparatively  small  colored  element, 
so  that  massing  is  not  here,  as  in  some  places,  a 
fruitful  source  of  trouble.  The  colored  people 
often  vote  for  white  local  officers,  but  are  Republi- 
can always  on  national  election  days.  In  1S70  the 
population  was  7,679  white  to  6.718  colored — about 
half;  while  in  1SS0  the  proportion  was  5,506 
colored  to  8,58 1 white  — considerably  over  half 
the  number  of  whites. 

The  fathers  and  grandfathers  of  these  people 
were,  on  the  one  side,  wealthy  planters,  and,  on  the 
other,  slaves.  They  did  not  come  into  Columbia’s 
territory  quite  so  soon  as  in  those  regions  that 
have  river  navigation.  The  entries  previous  to 
1840  are  comparatively  few.  In  1865  the  earliest 
recorded  entries  were  E.  T.  Hearne,  T.  M.  Bar- 
nett, I.  P.  Edwards,  Gh  T.  C.  Hearne.  and  AYilliam 
Hearne;  in  1836.  8.  A.  Gillespie,  D.  Morrison, 
\V.  8.  Bodlev,  F.  Blazzill,  J.  .Morrison,  R.  P.  Cur 
ren,  H.  Connell.  J.  R.  Siddell,  A Toon  A Wood, 
Peter  Cox,  Campbell  A Wolf,  Gwvnn  A Davis  and 


! J.  8.  Claybrook;  in  1837,  H.  Lafborough,  AY.  AIc- 
Rae,  G.  it.  Alilligan.  J.  T.  Jones,  R.  B.  Lee,  L. 
j Randolph.  T.  Blanker.  AV.  C.  Nelson,  John  Tem- 
pleton and  H.  AN".  AlcCorrv;  in  1838,  AI.  Wof- 
ford and  J.  S.  Nichols;  in  i860,  Al.  Patterson  only. 

| Alany  of  these  were  not  residents;  the  largest  ca- 
terers were  Gwyuu  A Davis,  Campbell  A Wolf,  J. 

I T.  Jones.  John  Templeton  and  AN’.  S.  Bodlev. 

As  has  been  said,  the  most  of  the  settlers  came 
! in  the  fifties.  Alany,  however,  came  in  before  the 
fifties,  who  delayed  entry  until  after.  Among  the 
i best  known  early  families  were  A.  Godbolt,  AI.  G. 

! Kelso,  Thomas  AVatts,  the  Alurphys,  the  Aloores, 

! 8.  Lindsay.  J.  Flower,  T.  Carloek,  J.  Bell.  AI. 

Trammell,  the  Clarks.  Nations.  Edwards,  Fergu- 
j sons,  Loftius,  Blands,  Lewis,  Pipkins,  Leaks.  Hob- 
j sons,  Ingram,  P.  Farrar,  Capt.  Jack,  Dr.  Alat- 
! thews,  Chipman,  Dudney,  Parker,  Bennett.  Fra- 
| zier,  Aleltons,  Gen.  Turner,  Dr.  Snell,  Hardy, 
i Squire  Jones,  Wells,  Shannon,  Rinehart,  Brasher, 
Paschal,  Brister,  Jones,  Pope,  Gibson,  Tyler, 

\ Thomas,  Garrett,  AYilson,  Dixon  and  others. 

The  earliest  settlers  no  doubt  found  Indians  of 
the  Quawpaw  tribe,  but  within  the  memory  of  the 
; oldest  citizen  now  living  there  were  none.  The 
i relics  of  Mound -builders  are  rather  common,  some 
; of  these  having  been  opened.  The  county,  al- 
j though  heavily  wooded,  was  free  from  under- 
| brush,  and  deer  could  be  seen  through  the  forests 
j for  long  distances.  The  plantations  were  very 
! large;  houses  were  made  of  logs,  without  nails. 

• only  weight-poles,  and  with  puncheon  floors  ; planks 
were  made  later  on  by  the  negros  with  a whip- 
i saw. 

Game  of  all  kinds  was  especially  plentiful;  deer 
I were  more  common  than  swine  now;  hogs  and  cat- 
tle were  soon  raised;  the  wants  of  the  people  were 
few,  and  economy  made  them  wealthy.  They  made 
' their  own  clothing,  men  wore  jeans,  the  women 
had  cotton  home-made  stuffs;  at  times  there  was 
no  meal  or  flour,  and  the  white  turkey-breast  sup- 
: plied  the  deficiency;  the  earliest  mills  were  the 
old  steel  hand-mills,  about  five  times  as  large  as  a 
i coffee  mill. 

People  were  very  hospitable,  because  they  were 
so  few,  and  a stranger’s  company  was  worth  all 
they  could  do  for  him.  Ghurch  services  were  a 
common  source  of  social  life,  and  the  sermon  was 
■‘not  considered  good  unless  three  hours  long." 

! says  Judge  Askew.  As  there  were  no  roads  or  car- 
riages, everyone  went  horseback.  The  young  peo- 
ple always  knew  where  to  find  a fiddler  " — in- 

deed almost  every  family  had  two  or  three.  Alany 
good  people,  however,  frowned  on  dancing.  " Sing- 
in’  schools"  were  common  among  the  whites. 
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while  the  plantation  negro  melodies  were  always 
unique  and  original,  never  copies  of  the  music  of 
their  masters.  Calhoun  was  among  the  earliest 
post-offices,  and  a man  was  considered  distin- 
guished if  he  received  a letter. 

Soon  after  the  Ninth  Legislature  convened  in 
Little  Bock  in  November,  1852.  it  was  proposed  to 
organize  a uew  county  on  the  Louisiana  line. 
There  were  already  lifty-four  of  Arkansas'  seventy- 
live  counties  made,  and  the  the  last  one — Sebas- 
tian— had  been  formed  the  year  before.  This  new 
county,  the  iifty-fifth,  was  to  be  taken  chiefly 
from  Lafayette  and  Union  Counties,  also  Hemp- 
stead and  Ouachita,  and  was  to  bear  the  well- 
known  name — Columbia.  The  bill  was  approved 
on  December  17.  1S52,  by  Gov.  E.  N.  Conway. 

It  took  some  two  months  or  more  to  hold  the 
elections  and  finish  all  the  preliminaries.  Gen.  E. 
C.  Turner  was  elected  judge:  R.  G.  Harper,  clerk; 
John  E.  Smith,  sheriff;  Peter  Farrar,  treasurer; 
J.  Martin,  coroner,  and  I.  T.  House,  surveyor. 
On  March  21,  1853.  ‘‘the  March  term  of  the 
county  court"  was  held,  and  the  record  says: 
‘‘At  a county  court  begun  and  held  at  Ferguson  & 
Morgan’s  store,  in  Clark  Township,  in  the  county 
of  Columbia  and  State  of  Arkansas,  on  Monday, 
the  2 1st  day  of  March.  A.  D.,  1853,  the  same  be- 
ing the  time  fixed  by  law  for  holding  said  court. 
Present  the  Hon.  E.  C.  Turner,  presiding  judge, 
and  T.  8.  Briant,  I.  B.  Hudson  and  E.  \Y  vlie.  jus- 
tices of  the  peace.”  Ezekiel  Wylie  and  Hutchen 
Sheppard  were  chosen  associate  justices.  This 
place  of  meeting,  six  miles  west  of  the  present  county 
seat,  was  soon  dubbed  •’Frog  Level”  by  the 
young  attorney,  B.  F.  Askew.  Very  soon  Messrs. 
Garrett,  Godbolt  and  Thompson  were  made  com- 
missioners to  locate  the  permanent  county  seat. 
They  endeavored  to  get  the  middle  of  the  county, 
but  as  that  threw  it  too  near  the  creek,  they  chose 
the  present  site  a mile  to  the  east,  and  laid  out  a 
town.  'While  the  commissioners  were  casting 
about  for  a name,  Miss  Harper,  afterward  the  wife 
of  Norman  Young,  suggested  the  name — Magnolia. 
It  was  at  once  adopted.  A temporary  court-house 
was  erected  on  the  south  side  of  the  square,  and 
measures  were  soon  taken  to  erect  a permanent 
building.  In  the  clerk's  office  was  a youth  named 
Dave. Dixon,  an  assistant  to  B.  G.  Harper.  The 
county  afterward  kept  him  at  the  books  of  that 
office  for  years. 

In  1855,  when  the  present  roomy  frame  court- 
house was  nearly  completed  on  its  octagon  site. 
Magnolia’s  largest  tire  took  a row  of  buildings  on 
the  south  side  of  the  square,  including  the  tem- 
porary court-house.  No  records  were  lost,  how- 


ever. The  new  building  was  carefully  built  with 
four  rooms,  halls  and  court  room,  at  a co.-d  of 
about  80,000.  A jail  was  built  later  to  the  south, 
at  a cost  of  about  $2,500.  A brick  vault  has 
since  been  added  to  the  court-house,  and  there  is 
a quiet  agitation  on  foot  to  secure  a new  building. 

The  first  townships  were  Alabama,  Taylor. 
Warren.  Clay.  Georgia,  Mississippi,  Moss,  Brown, 
Calhoun,  Boone.  Harrison  and  Magnolia.  An  ad- 
dition to  the  county  was  made  in  1858  from  Union, 
and  in  1873,  Alabama  and  Taylor  Townships  were 
set  off  to  Nevada  County.  The  present,  townships 
are  Hadley,  Clay,  Georgia.  Dorcheat,  Mississippi. 
Buena  Yista.  Moss.  Brown,  Cornie,  Calhoun, 
Boone,  Cleveland,  Harrison,  McNeil,  Lambertine 
and  Magnolia. 

For  a few  years  the  county  owned  a poor  farm, 
but  it  has  been  sold.  The  county’s  debt  was  esti- 
mated at  over  $20,000  in  1873.  double  that  of  any 
other  period.  This  was  paid  a few  years  later.  The 
outstanding  scrip  in  1888  was  $10,059.21;  the 
receipts  for  1 $89  were  $9,033.09;  and  the  disburs- 
ments  $9,020.79*.  The  assessed  valuation  of 
property  is  as  follows:  459,682.4*  acres,  at  $1,12$,- 
216;  polls,  3,072;  3,070  horses,  at  $123,858;  15,- 
400  neat  cattle,  at  $91,500;  1.904  mules,  at  $11  <.- 
324;  4,903  sheep,  at  $4,840;  23,969  hogs,  at 
$28,717;  1,707  carriages,  at  $40,682;  480  watches, 
at  $0,012;  43  pianos,  at  $5,940;  $128,809,  in 
general  merchandise;  $2,000,  in  banking  matter; 
$18,840,  in  manufactured  articles;  $128,370,  in 
moneys,  etc.;  $1,000,  in  bonds,  etc;  and  $251.- 
977,  in  other  property.  Total  personal,  $902,- 
743.  The  highways,  which  began  with  the  old 
military  road,  cut  soon  after  the  battle  of  New  Or- 
leans, from  Alexandria.  La.,  to  Fort  Smith,  included 
only  that  and  the  Camden  and  Shreveport  road 
in  1853.  At  present  there  are  numerous  ones, 
grouped  chiefly  in  four  systems — the  Camden 
roads  to  the  east  of  Magnolia;  the  Shreveport 
roads  to  the  west;  the  Minden  roads  to  the  south: 
and  the  Magnolia  roads  chiefly  north  and  south. 
These  are  covered  by  about  150  road  districts.  On 
these  the  bridges  are  small,  but  very  numerous 
over  the  leading  streams. 

The  Grange  flourished  in  Columbia  County  for 
awhile,  but  the  only  society  of  a county  nature  now 
is  the  Agricultural  Wheel,  with  about  1.200  mem- 
bers. 

The  first  marriage  license  under  the  new  county 
system  was  issued  January  2,  LS53,  to  A.  J.  Mc- 
Kinney and  Lucy  T.  Sheppard,  who  were  married 
by  Bev.  B.  G Harper  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  South. 

♦(liven  by  thi'  clerk's  otliee. 
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The  population  was  12, 45!.)  in  I860 — 8,855 
white  and  3,004  colored:  in  1870  there  were  11,- 
397 — 7,679  whites.  3.718  colored,  and  but  19 
foreign  born;  in  lS-Sf)  there  were  14,090 — S,587 
whites,  5.503  colored,  and  15  foreigners.  That 
of  1890  is  estimated  at  over  IS, 000.  The  votes  for 
President  in  1888  were:  Cleveland,  1,610;  Harri- 
son, 662;  and  Streeter,  70.  On  the  Constitution- 
al Convention  in  1388:  For.  328;  against,  1,897. 

On  license  in  1S8S:  For,  736;  agaiust,  1,591. 

The  County  Judges*  to  serve  Columbia  County 
have  been:  E.  C.  Turner.  1853-56;  II.  Sheppard, 
1856—58;  John  W.  Todd.  1858—60;  D.  J.  Smith, 
1860-62;  J.  A.  Hicks,  1862-72,  with  the  exception 
of  a short  time  in  1S65  and  1871,  when  J.  E. 
Askew  and  T.  J.  Balyer,  respectively,  held  the 
office:  no  office  in  1873;  W.  M.  Joyner,  1874-82; 
F.  B.  Scott,  1882-84;  W.  71.  Joyner.  18S4-S6,  and 
F.  J.  Stewart.  1886-90. 

Clerks—  R.  G.  Harper.  1853-53;  D.  W.  Dixon, 
1858-62;  Dave  Dixon,  1862-68,  excepting  in  1865 
when  W.  B.  7IcNeil  had  it  for  a time;  Z.  C.  Ross, 
1868-72:  Dave  Dixon,  1872-36,  and  l1.  C.  Monroe, 
1886-90.' 

SheritTs-  John  E.  Smith,  1853-56;  A.  71.  71c- 
Collum,  18.56-58;  J.  C.  Drennon,  1858-62;  7Y.  H. 
Steel,  1862-68;  C.  S.  Barrow,  1868-72;  Quincy 
Couch,  1872-73;  G.  A.  Couch,  1873-74;  J.  71. 
7Varren,  1874-76;  Z.  L.  Daniels,  1876-82;  T.  J. 
Grimmett,  1882-88,  and  James  A.  Sewell,  1S88- 
90. 

Treasurers  - Peter  Farrar,  1853-56;  R.  B. 
Archer,  1856-58;  S.  S.  Parker.  1858-60;  S.  A. 71c- 
Allister,  1860-62:  S.  S.  Parker,  1862-64;  J.  \V. 
7Ierrill.  1864-66,  T.  S.  Mullins,  1866-68,  and  re- 
elected, but  declined;  J.  Sherman,  1S68-72;  D.  R. 
Booth,  1872-74;  W.  B.  7IcXeil.  1874-80;  R.  J. 
i Cole,  1.880-82,  andT.  T.  Smith.  1882-90. 

Coroners — J.  7Iartin,  1853-54;  C.  J.  Wilson, 
1854-58;  H.  Dickson,  1858-60:  R.  G.  7IcTire,  1860 
-62;  71.  Brantly,  1862-64;  J.  R.  Finley,  1864—66; 
F.  71.  Thompson,  1866-68;  W.  H.  Vaughn.  1868— 
72;  Henry  Hawkins,  1872-74;  J.  O.  Burdine,  1874 
-78;  G 7*1.  Turner,  1878-80:  B.  F.  Frazer.  1880- 
82:  J.  O.  Burdine,  1882-84:  T.  B.  Curry,  1884-86; 

Scoggins,  1886-88,  and  \\".  Todd,  1888-90. 

Surveyors — I.T.  House,  1853-56;  E.  B.  Rockett, 
1856-60;  J.  L.  Pam p! in,  1860-62;  L.  A.  Snider. 
1862—64;  H.  L.  Thomason,  1864  65;  J.D.Furlow, 
1865-70;  T.  J.  Balyer.  1S70-72;  71.  A.  Patterson, 
1872-74;  C.C.  Lvle*.  1874-86;  W.  7V.  Souter,  1886 
j -38,  and  A.  C.  Crawford,  1S8S-90. 

Assessors — W.  S.  Booth.  1864-66:  D.  J.  .Mont,-. 
gomery,  1866;  J.  71.  Beasley.  1868-70;  R.  L. 

♦Names  spelled  as  given  by  the  Secretary  of  State. 


Archer,  elected  and  rejected,  1870;  N.  F.  Smith, 
1871-72;  C.  S.  Barlow,  1872-74;  A.  P.  Warnock, 
1874—76;  W.  S.  Parham.  1876-78;  W.  -T.  Garrard, 
1878—84;  W.  A. Cheatham,  1884  3’6;  J.  71cDaniels, 
.1886-88,  and  W.  J.  Garrard,  1 83,8-90. 

Legislators — J.  C.  C.  7Ioss  and  E C.  Turner,  , 
House,  1856-57:  G.  Couch  and  J.C.C.  7Ioss, House, 
1858  -59;  D.  L.  Kilgore  and  A.  C.  Wheeler,  1860 
-62;  C.  A.  Gantt  and  T.  A.  Goodwin,  House,  No 
vember,  1862;  no  one  in  1864—65:  I.  C.  Wallace,  in 
the  Senate  of  the  Confederate  Legislature,!  864,  and 
C.  A.  Gantt  and  T.  A.  Goodwin,  in  the  House;  71. 
H.  Roberts,  Senate,  and  7V.  H.  C.  Reed  and  A.  C. 
Wheeler,  House,  1866-67 ; George  7Y.  7IcCown, 
Senate,  and  W.  A.  Beasley,  D.  J.  Smith  and  71. 
71.  Olive,  1868-69;  R.  B.  Archer,  Senate,  and  D. 
J.  Smith,  F.  71.  Thompson  and  N. G. Wood, House, 
1871;  B.  E.  Askew,  Senate,  and  W.  H.  C.  Reid, 
W.  A.  Beaslev  and  J.  C.  Walker,  House,  1873:  B. 
E.  Askew.  Senate,  and  W.  A.  Beasley,  W.  H.  C. 
Reid  and  J.  C.7Valker,  House,  1874 —the  Govern- 
or Baxter  session:  J.  T.  Poe  and  B.  Baker, House, 
1874  -75;  D.  L Ivillgore  and  W.  ll.C.  Reid,  House, 

! 1877, in  which  7Ir.  Killgore  was  speaker;  W.  H.  C. 
Reid.  Senate,  and  J.  C.  Walker  and  J.  E.  Askew, 
House,  1S79;  7V.  H.  C.  Reid.  Senate,  and  R.  L. 
Emerson  and  II.  T.  Hawkins,  House,  1881;  R.  L. 

! Emerson  and  H.  P.  Smead,  House.  1883;  H.  T. 

Hawkins  and  J.  C.  Colquit,  House,  1885:  J.C.  Col 
; quit-  and  J.  C.  Jackson.  House,  1887,  and  H.  T. 

! Hawkins  and  D.  L.  Killgore,  House.  1889. 

In  Constitutional  Conventions  — George  P. 
Smoote  and  I.  C.  7Y allace,  1861;  John  H.  Hiflin, 
1864:  W.  A.  Beasley  and  G.  W.  7IcCown,  1868: 
and  George  P.  Smoote  and  D.  L.  Killgore,  IS  <4. 

Only  one  circuit  judge  has  been  a citizen  of 
; Columbia  County,  Judge  G.  W.  7IeCown  serving 
from  July  23.  1868,  to  April,  1873. 

It  has  taken  a good  sized  area  to  make  such  re- 
sults as  the  above,  and  a good  one.  The  900 
square  miles  embraced  in  Columbia  are  spread  in 
almost  a square  on  the  Louisiana  line,  nearly  half 
way  between  the  Red  and  Ouachita  Rivers,  so  that 
the  watershed  between  them  makes  a curve  from 
the  northeast  of  7Iagnolia,  through  Calhoun,  and 
to  the  southeast  corner.  Union  County  on  the 
east,  Ouachita,  which  takes  a piece  out  of  the 
uoitheast  corner,  and  Louisiana  on  the  south,  re- 
ceive her  drainage,  while  she,  in  turn,  receives 
some  from  Nevada  on  the  north,  and  less  from  La- 
fayette on  the  west.  The  county  has  no  naviga- 
ble rivers,  so  that  it  is  comparatively  even  with 
a slight  incline  to  the  south  and  east,  if  some 
rougher  region  in  the  northeast  is  excepted.  Prob- 
ably the  highest  point  is  just  north  of  Calhoun 
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and  the  lowest  on  the  crossing  of  the  Dorcheat 
Hirer  into  Louisiana. 

rJ’he  Bayou  Dorcheat  is  the  largest  river,  which 
with  its  chief  branches.  Horseliead,  Big  and  Beech 
Creeks,  embrace  the  western  drainage  system,  along 
which  are  the  Dorcheat  Flats,  all  tributary  to  the 
Bed  Hirer.  Cornie  Creek,  with  Little  Cornie  and 
Hurricane,  its  chief  branches,  drain  to  the  south 
east  and  Bayou  Smackorer,  with  Little.  Big.  Sloan 
and  Harrison  Creeks  to  the  northeast,  embrace  the 
east  side  drainage. 

As  the  soil  is  sandy  and  clay  uplands  and  “dirt” 
flats,  with  no  rock  to  speak  of,  the  chief  resources 
are  extensive  cotton  fields  and  abundance  of  the 
tall  yellow  pine,  with  pin.  black,  white  and  red  oaks 
for  ties  and  staves,  cypress  for  shingles,  and  some 
walnut,  hickory,  chinkapin,  etc.  The  cotton  tields 
were  the  sole  reliance  previous  to  the  advent  of  the 
railways,  especially  the  ‘‘Cotton  Belt”  in  1SS2,  but 
' since  then  the  lumber  interests  have  taken  giant 
strides,  particularly  in  a tive-mile  belt  on  both  sides 
of  the  railway  lines,  which,  of  course,  embraces 
not  more  than  the  north  half.  This  show’s  that 
for  Columbia  this  interest  is  vet  in  its  infancv. 

M any  of  these  milling  plants  do  planing, 
kilning,  dressing,  etc.,  besides  plain  sawing  and 
hauling,  and  employ  large  forces  of  men  and 
I teams,  so  that  a mill  plant  makes  a considerable 
community.  The  leading  plants,  a few’  of  which 
have  tramways,  and  one  of  which,  the  first,  is  to 
have  electric  lights,  are:  The  Neimeyer  Lumber 
Company,  at  Waldo,  planer  and  dresser;  the 
American  Lumber  Company,  at  Milner,  planer  and 
dresser;  the  Carlisle  Lumber  Company,  at  Cotton 
Belt;  the  Magnolia  Lumber  Company,  at  Magno- 
lia; the  Johnson  Mills,  at  Mai  do;  the  Buckner 
Lumber  Company,  at  Buckner,  where  another  big- 
plant  is  on  foot  that  promises  to  rival  the  best  of 
them;  the  Elmore  Lumber  Company,  at  Magnolia, 
and  others  of  less  note. 

There  are  some  brick  clays,  and  it  is  said  slight 
indications  of  iron  and  coal.  Mineral  springs  are 
rather  common,  and  one — the  Magnesia  spring 
about  two  miles  east  of  McNeil — is  often  used  for 
I medicinal  purposes. 

The  lakes  along  Bayou  Dorcheat  chiefly  afford 
tine  fishing,  as  also  do  the  leading  streams. 

The  agricultural  resources,  aside  from  cotton, 
have  not  yet  been  fairly  tested.  The  wasteful 
methods  always  attendant  upon  pioneer  and  espe- 
cially pioneer  slave  labor,  are  slowly  giving  wray  to 


more  economic  methods,  that  are  made  necessai 
by  the  cutting  up  of  the  large,  old  plantations,  im 
smaller  farms.  At  present  there  are  raised  for  hon 
consumption  only  corn,  peas,  sweet  potatoes,  so 
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ghum,  watermelons,  some  cane  and  tobacco,  while 
peaches,  apples,  grapes  and  pears  are  culti- 
vated and  wine  made.  There  is  no  reason,  how- 
ever, why.  with  better  systems  of  fertilization,  and 
more  mixed  farming,  not  only  better  products 
should  lie  raised,  but  new  products  developed. 
Stock  is  confined  chieiiy  to  medium  grades  of  mules, 
cattle,  horses  and  a few  sheep  and  goats,  but 
greater  attention  is  now  being  paid  to  this  branch 
of  agriculture  also,  and  some  new  breeds  are  occa- 
sionally introduced. 

Columbia  County  having  no  water  communi- 
cation had  nothing  to  export  except  cotton.  In 
early  days  this  was  hauled  to  Shreveport  and  Cam- 
den. where  trading  would  lie  done  at  long  inter- 
vals. There  arose  meantime,  occasional  stores, 
among  the  earliest  of  which  were  Samuel  Leak’s, 
near  the  Ouachita  line,  and  Johnson’s,  Murphy’s, 
Kelso’s  and  Ferguson  & Morgan’s. 

Probably  the  first  village  wms  Calhoun,  now 
merely  a post-office,  or  Lamertine  possibly.  Fal- 
con also  was  the  promise  of  a village,  while  some 
had  hopes  of  Frog  Level,  early  in  the  fifties.  The 
first  real  town.  however,  was  Magnolia,  the  county 
seat,  which  began  in  1853.  Some  three  years 
later,  Atlanta  arose,  and  showed  some  promise  for 
a long  time.  It  now  has  three  stores  and  the  usual 
number  of  people.  About  1857  Eureka  arose  as 
a small  village,  now  a mere  point  known  as  Lib- 
erty Hill.  Another  early  but  defunct  village  was 
Palestine,  which  began  about  1858,  Other  towns 
have  sprung  up  since  the  railway’s  arrival  iu  1882 
— McNeil,  Waldo,  Buckner  and  smaller  stations. 

Mills  occasionally  became  well-known  points. 
Russell’s  water-mill  on  Big  Creek  was  probably 
the  first,  early  in  the  fifties.  The  first  steam  mills 
were  Gen.  Turner’s  and  Brandon’s  near  Falcon. 
Other  early  mills  were  Ilayuie’s,  T.  K.  Smith’s. 
J.  Smith’s,  Hunter’s  and  a few  others.  Many 
gins,  and  one  attempt  at  a cotton-mill  at  Magnolia, 
embrace  all  the  factory  enterprises  in  the  county, 
about  which  a town  might  arise. 

Until  1874  Columbia  was  a quiet  agricultural 
county;  then  the  Iron  Mountain  road  made  Hope  its 
trading  point,  and  daily  mails  arrived,  and  desires 
for  railway  in  their  own  county  were  awakened. 

Seven  years  passed,  and  in  1881  the  St.  Louis, 
Arkansas  & Texas  Railway  was  begun.  The  peo- 
ple of  Magnolia  tried  hard  to  get  the  road  there, 
but  failed.  The  line  was  to  lay  from  the  Ouachita 
corner,  in  a ten-mile  belt  across  the  north  end  of 
the  county.  The  Magnolia  people  at  once  began 
grading  a line  from  there  to  a near  point,  on  the 
main  line,  and  presented  the  bed  to  the  company 
on  condition  that  they  would  give  them  railway 
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advantages.  This  was  accepted,  and  by  1SS2  the 
entire  lines  were  completed.  No  money  was  voted, 
but  right  of  way  was. given,  and  the  Magnolia  peo- 
ple gave  ten  acres  additional,  and  got  three  trains 
| each  way  daily. 

This,  of  course,  drew  all  the  markets  within 
the  county,  and  brought  in.  probably,  4,000  more 
population.  Magnolia  became  the  leading  cotton 
mart;  McNeil,  Waldo,  Buckner  and  other  smaller 
points,  arose  from— what?  The  big  impetus  to 
lumbering.  The  new  population  came  largely  to 
the  mills.  The  mills  made  towns.  People  from 
the  country  moved  to  town,  because  of  schools  and 
other  advantages.  The  greatest  development  was 
from  1SS5  to  1890,  and  the  most  of  that  in  the 
last  year.  The  lumbering  interests  are  reaching 
out  to  the  south.  This  also  leads  to  agitation  for  1 
| an  extension  of  the  Magnolia  branch  south  to 
Shreveport,  and  northwest  to  the  Hope  A Nash- 
ville branch.  Probabilities  for  either  or  both  are 
Mattering.  The  price  of  land  near  the  railways 
i has  increased. 

There  are  now  over  thirty  miles  of  track  in 
Columbia  County,  assessed  at  a total  of  $169,S62. 
Of  this  seven  miles  belong  to  the  Magnolia  branch. 

All  this  has  led  to  an  increased  town  life. 
Even  Magnolia  has  doubled  her  population.  The  1 
entire  list  of  post-offices  in  the  county  is  as  fol- 
lows: Magnolia  (with  a population  of  about  1,800), 
Waldo  (on  the  main  line,  with  about  TOO),  Buck- 
ner (on  the  main  line,  with  about  500),  McNeil 
(at  the  junction  of  the  Magnolia  branch,  with  about 
300),  Atlanta  (with  about  three  stores),  Milner  (on 
main  line,  with  a mill  and  store),  Dempsey  (on 
main  line,  with  store  and  mill),  Moulton  (on  main 
line,  store),  Village  (mill  and  store).  Ware  (store 
and  mill),  Welcome  (store),  State  Line  (store), 
Spotville  (store),  Sharman  (store),  Pickier  (store), 
Macedonia  (store),  College  Hill  (store),  Brister 
(store),  Calhoun.  Cypress  Fork.  Eden,  Horsehead 
and  Troy,  making  twenty-three  post-offices  in  Co- 
lumbia County. 

Magnolia's  founding  as  a county  seat  has  been 
mentioned;  it  now  remains  to  speak  of  it  as  a busi- 
ness point  and  town.  The  hist  store  was  on  the 
site  of  J.  M.  Whaley’s  store,  by  a Mr.  Steel; 
Hughey  A Turner  also  opened  one;  and  John 
Foster  on  the  south  side  of  the  square.  C.  J. 
Wilson  was  another  early  merchant.  S.  F.  Power 
opened  the  first  hotel.  The  old  Masonic  Hall  was 
one  of  the  first  buildings,  and  J.  Y.  Butler,  a mer 
chant  on  the  east  side  of  the  square.  The  chief 
building  was  in  1854  and  1855.  and  the  most  on 
the  south  side,  which  latter  all  burned  in  1855. 
During  the  next  live  years  preceding  the  war 


growth  was  steady,  but  it  fell,  back  from  1800  to 
1865.  From  1805  until  1881 — sixteen  years — the 
town  grew  very  slowly.  The  arrival  of  the  rail- 
way then  gave  it  a boom  for  about  three  years, 
the  building  of  residences  being  especially  marked 
in  1883  and  1881.  The  growth  since  then  has 
been  more  quiet.  But  in  eight  years  past  Mag- 
nolia has  drawn  from  her  tributary  territory  almost 
double  her  population,  so  that  now  it  is  estimated 
at  1,800.  The  town  is  a mile  square  on  quarters  of 
four  different  sections  of  land,  which  was  donated 
by  Messrs.  Thomas  and  McCarty,  the  owners. 

The  two  mills  are  the  only  factories.  The  bank, 
of  which  J.  S.  Kelso  is  president,  is  known  as  the 
Magnolia  Bank,  private.  Among  secret  societies 
are  the  several  Masonic  lodges,  I.  O.  O.  F.,  Iv  of 
P.  and  K.  of  H.  among  the  whites,  and  various 
colored  fraternities.  White  and  colored  schools, 
and  four  white  and  several  colored  churches  show 
the  activities  in  these  lines.  A female  college  was 
organized  in  1SS9  with  three  teachers. 

The  town  was  incorporated  in  1855  with  Hiram 
Slay  as  the  first  mayor,  and  N.  Seaborn  as  the 
first  marshal.  The  present  mayor  is  J . H.  Daniels. 
The  newspapers  began  with  the  Magnolian,  late 
in  the  fifties,  by  G.  P.  M.  Turner.  Late  in  the 
sixties  Story  A Blackburn  edited  a radical  paper 
called  The  Flower,  and  following  close  upon  this 
was  W.  W.  Wiggs’  short-lived  Democratic  weekly, 
called  the  Vindicator.  The  first  permanent  paper 
was  begun  November  6,  1878,  by  John  C.  Jordan 
& Co.,  and  entitled  the  Columbia  Banner.  It  is 
Democratic  in  policy,  and  has  been  the  property 
of  R.  L.  Emerson  A Co.  since  May.  1879,  with  Mr. 
Emerson  as  editor.  For  a time  he  also  published 
the  Methodist  Protestant  Recorder,  and  also 
bought  out  the  Columbia  Echo  in  1887,  after  it 
had  a six  months’  existence  under  the  control  of 
G.  H.  Dismukes.  The  Columbia  Record,  estab- 
lished in  1884  by  George  Applyby,  is  a Democratic 
paper,  now  edited  and  owned  by  J.  H.  Pollard. 

Waldo,  now  a flourishing  mill  town  between 
Buckner  and  McNeil,  was  nothing  but  woodland 
owned  by  W.  B.  McKissack,  south  of  the  track, 
and  Dave  Dixon,  on  the  north,  in  early  1S83.  Dur- 
ing that  year  C.  H.  Pace,  the  postmaster  at  Lamer- 
tine,  concluded  to  move  over  to  the  railway.  He 
did  so  and  also  opened  a store.  He  at  once  began 
working  for  a station;  very  soon  the  railway  land 
company  took  an  interest  in  it.  V . Starling  be- 
gan business  some  time  afterward,  and  5\ . O. 
Benton;  then  in  1886  S.  II.  Parker  bought  out  Star- 
ling. The  railway  land  company  bought  and  laid 
out  the  town  on  both  sides  of  the  track,  Mr.  Dixon 
donating  and  reserving  alternate  lots,  and  the  name 
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uf  J.  Waldo,  a railway  official,  was  chosen.  The 
two  main  streets  face  both  sides  of  the  railway. 
Business  first  located  on  the  south  side,  but  the 
last  few  years  has  shown  a growth  on  the  north 
side  also,  led  by  the  Neimeyer  store.  The  greatest 
growth  has  been  since  1887,  and  is  due  largely  to  i 
the  location  of  the  big  planing  plant  of  the  Nei- 
meyer Lumber  Company,  who  soon  propose  put- 
i ting  in  electric  lights.  The  \V.  M.  Johnson  mills 
and  two  gin  and  grist,  mills  also  add  to  it.  The 
population  now  is  estimated  variously  from  700  to 

I, 000,  of  which  probably  less  than  one-third  are 
colored. 

The  Masonic,  Agricultural  Wheel,  and  K.  of 
L.,  with  one  colored  society,  embrace  the  fratern- 
ities. A white  school  of  three  teachers  and  one 
colored  with  one  teacher  furnish  good  schools. 

| There  are  three  white  and  two  colored  churches. 

The  town  was  incorporated  in  1S8S.  AY.  13. 
McKissaek,  J.  D.  Smith,  and  AY.  T.  Benthall  are 
the  list  of  mayors. 

Buckner,  with  a population  of  about  500  al- 
most entirely  white,  lies  between  the  Bodcaw  and  j 
Dorcheat  Bavous,  and  hence  suggested  to  the  rail- 
way  land  company  a good  site  for  a town.  The 
; land  was  bought  of  John  Colvin  in  1883.  and  at  : 
once  a town  was  platted  north  of  the  track  in  an 
oblong  form  of  twelve  blocks  east  and  west,  with 
Front  Street  facing  the  railway.  A.  R.  Johnson 
opened  the  first  store  on  the  corner  of  Front  and 
Main;  F.  A.  Baker,  next,  on  the  corner  of  Front 
and  Bay  Streets;  then  AY.  L Nance,  on  the  cor- 
ner of  Front  and  Alain  also.  and  J.  M.  Mil  la  way, 
all  in  1883.  In  1SSJ  Dempsey  & Beasley  and 
W.  T.  Davis  & Co.,  started  mills:  in  1886,  Lee. 
Tuttle  A Co.  and  Painter  & Everett,  and  in  1887, 

J.  H.  Sewell,  all  three,  opened  what  are  now  de- 
funct mills:  in  1.888  F.  A.  Baker  A Co.  started  a 
planing-mill.  and  in  1889  AM  L.  Fort  and  the 
Clear  Creek  Lumber  Company  established  their 
works.  The  growth  was  quite  marked  from  1883 
to  1889.  Brooks,  Becker  A Co.  h ave  invested 
large  amounts  in  milling,  lands  and  outfits,  intend- 
ing soon  to  put  in  a very  large  plant  here.  There 
are  also  two  gins  and  grist-mills. 

In  1885  Mayor  S.  F.  Hughes  was  elected  as 
the  first  incumbent  of  that  office,  and  was  followed 
by  Col.  L.  C.  Cook  in  1887,  A.  R.  Johnson  in 
1888,  and  R.  M.  Warren  in  1890.  In  fraternity 
hues  are  Masons  and  Knights  of  Honor,  and  a 
good  academy  of  two  teachers,  with  three  churches, 
''how  the  educational,  social  and  religious  inclina- 
tions of  the  citizens. 

The  Arkansas  Siftings,  begun  in’  1887.  by  J. 

Al  Birch,  and  in  1888  owned  by  a stock  company. 


with  the  editorial  pen  in  the  hands  of  A.  R.  John- 
son, and  entitled  the  Buckner  News,  changed  still 
again' in  1889  for 'a  time  with  L.  C.  Cook  as  editor, 
and  finally  in  1890  assumed  its  present  form,  I he 
Southwest  Arkansian,  a Democratic  paper,  with 
Air.  Johnson  again  at  the  helm.  This  is  the  only 
paper  in  the  county  outside  of  Alagnolia. 

The  first  name  of  the  town  was  Barker,  but  the 
land  agent,  C.  F.  Stephens,  succeeded  in  securing 
the  present  name  in  honor  of  the  son  of  a St.  Louis 
friend — one  of  the  Fisher  Bros.  A Co. 

AIcNeil,  the  junction  of  the  Alagnolia  Branch, 
was  named  in  honor  of  AAA  B.  AIcNeil,  of  Alag- 
nolia, who  w7as  very  active  in  securing  the  branch 
road.  The  land  wras  owned  by  the  Runyan  estate 
and  a square  plat  north  of  the  track  was  laid  out, 
and  land  enclosed  in  the  “ Y ” was  given  the  rail- 
way for  a depot,  which  they  have  neglected  to 
build  and  compelled  AIcNeil  fo  use  a mere  shanty. 
In  1882  the  Runyan  Bros.,  Dudney  A Duke, 
H.  C.  Heath,  and  A.  B.  Alurphy  and  others  opened 
up  business  along  Front  Street.  The  growth  has 
been  gradual,  and  like  all  junctions,  it  has  good 
hotels,  while  its  people  will  number  over  300. 
The  Alasons  have  a society  here,  and  the  white 
and  colored  people  have  each  a church  and  school. 
Since  its  incorporation  in  1886,  the  mayors  have 
been  J.  J.  Luck,  ASA  T.  Benthal.  B.  F.  Runyan, 
G.  B.  Alerrvman.  and  AAA  A.  Kelly. 

The  first  school  now  remembered  in  Columbia 
County  was  a subscription  white  school  near  Cal- 
houn, about  1850-51.  " to  keep  the  boys  out  of 
mischief.”  Of  course  there  was  no  colored  educa- 
tion until  sometime  after  the  war.  The  white  j>eo- 
ple  in  the  north  part  of  the  county  had  a school  of 
some  value  before  the  war  called  Columbia  Insti- 
tute: and  early  in  the  seventies  a Alagnolia 

Female  Institute  flourished  instead  of  the  public 
schools.  Those  who  cared  for  special  education  were 
sent  off  to  Eastern  institutions.  The  public  school 
idea  grew  slow] v,  and  is  still  slowlv  growing,  as  is 
indicated  by  the  fact  that  the  Alagnolia  Female 
College,  and  Buckner,  AA7aldo  and  AIcNeil  High 

© . O 

Schools  are  all  private  institutions.  “Public  con 
fidence,  however,  has  increased  two  hundred  per 
cent  in  the  last  live  years,”  says  County  Examiner 
Emerson,  “ and  the  schools  have  improved  at  least 
one  hundred  per  cent.”  County  institutes  are  ad- 
vancing. and  the  colored  schools  have  shown  espe- 
cial improvement. 

There  are  now  47  districts,  in  which  are  18 
frame  and  log  schools,  with  an  estimated  value  of 
81,960.  The  white  enumeration  is  3.696,  and  the 
colored  2,485.  for  which  are  employed  72  teachers. 
42  being  white  and  30  colored.  The  five  mill  tax 
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is  generally  voted.  The  Magnolia  white  schools 
employ  0 teachers,  the  Waldo  white  schools.  2; 
j and  the  Mi lu or,  2;  while  but  one  colored  'school  in 
| the  count}7  employ  more  than  one.  All  other  pub- 
lic, schools  employ  but  one;  there  are  no  independ- 
ent districts.  The  examiners  have  been  R.  T. 
Call,  R.  R.  Farrar  ami  R.  L.  Emerson. 

The  school- room,  court  room  and  the  temple 
represent  the  public  knowledge,  justice,  mercy  and 
morals,  and  they  should  have  a mutual  influence. 
Public  education  will  exert  its  influence  on  the 
public  courts  and  churches.  The  school  and  the 
church  ought  to  make  less  the  work  of  the  courts  by 
their  silent,  slow  effect,  on  public  opinion.  Colum 
bia  County  has  led  a comparatively  peaceful  agri- 
cultural life.  Only  two  persons  have  been  hung 
within  her  borders,  and  those  were  both  colored. 
The  circuit  court  was  organized  as  the  following 
first  record  indicates:  “At  a circuit  court  begun 
and  holden  in  and  for  the  county  of  Columbia  ” 
etc.,  “ at  the  temporary  court-house  of  said  county, 
that  being  Ferguson  & Morgan's  store.”  after- 
ward  dubbed  “Frog  Level  ” ‘‘on  the  third  Mon- 
day after  the  fourth  Monday  of  March,  in  the  year 
of  our  Lord,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifty - 
three,  being  the  eighteenth  day  of  April  in  said 
year.  Present  the  Hon.  Shelton  Watson,  judge  of 
the  south  judicial  circuit  of  said  State.” 

The  grand  jurors  chosen  were  Jackson  C.  C. 
Moss,  foreman;  John  T.  Richardson.  John  A. 
Smith,  Samuel  F.  Harris,  W.  N.  Curry.  W.  B. 
Owsley,  J.  B.  Hawkins.  Lynclifield  Burks.  W.  M. 
Dixon,  Nathan  R.  Machen,  \Y.  R.  Smith.  W.  M. 
Lewis,  D.  L.  Trammell.  J.  M.  McClure,  D.  H.  Red- 
din  and  James  L.  J.  Gilbert.  These  held  their 
sessions  in  a blacksmith  shop.  The  attorneys  en- 
rolled at  this  time  were  James  Thompson.  E.  A. 
Warren,  G.  A.  Gallagher,  G.  P.  Smoote,  L.  E. 
Case.  A.  A.  Stith,  Thomas  Hubbard,  L.  B.  Green. 
B.  F.  Askew,  J.  N.  Hobson,  P.  K.  Roumaville, 
W.  S.  McCarty,  J.  H.  Carnthers.  Orville  Jen- 
nings, I.  Strain,  J.  H.  Carleton,  A.  T.  Haw- 
thorn and  A.  T.  Rainey.  The  first  case  was  of 
gaming  against  John  Hicks;  the  first  assault  case 
was  against  John  Robinson,  and  the  first  mur- 
der case  against  Robert  H.  Atkins  — all  at  the  first 
term.  The  prosecuting  attorney  was  E.  A.  War- 
ren. The  petit  jurors  were  Robert  M.  Milton.  W. 
R.  Fean,  I).  W . Dixon.  J.  H.  Dismuke.  J.  A’. 
Crank,  G.  Friday,  M.  M.  Olive,  P.  T.  Mask.  A.  M. 
McCollum,  J.  J.  Thomas.  E.  C.  Paschal.  W.  H. 
Jameson,  I.  Alexander,  D.  Snell,  N Young.  G.  V. 
Stratton,  M.  H.  Edwards  and  I.  Loller. 

Among  the  leading  cases  in  the  entire  career  of 
the  court  may  be  mentioned  the  case  of  R.  H. 


Atkins,  who  killed  a man  named  Wicker,  and  was 
convicted,  but  died  before  he  was  hung.  This  was 
in  1 853.  In  1850-57  the  case  of  Strong  against 
\\  hatley  was  one  of  the  most  fiercely  contested 
land  cases.  Strong  succeeded  by  Whatley  suc- 
ceeded in  the  Supreme  Court.  In  1804  Laudon 
Turner,  colored,  was  hung  for  killing  a white  man. 
H.  K.  Longrin.  The  case  of  Ephraim  Bandy  for 
killing  Scott  in  1SSG-87  attracted  attention,  and 
Bandy  was  acquitted.  About  the  same  time  oc- 
curred the  trial  of  Rodgers  for  killing  Garland 
Frazier. 

The  present  attorneys  are  chiefly  at  Magnolia: 
B.  F.  Askew,  J.  M.  Kelso,  Jeff.  Wallace,  R.  M. 
Wallace,  A.  S.  Killgore.  J.  II.  Daniel.  J.  Y.  Ste- 
phens; Judge  Estes  at  Waldo,  and  L.  C.  Cook  and 
R.  M.  \\  arren  at  Buckner.  Among  others  who 
have  figured  largely  in  the  courts  in  the  past  are: 
G.  P.  Smoote,  Judge  McCown,  51.  H.  Roberts  and 
/.  C.  Ross.  Judge  McCown  was  the  only  Colum- 
bia citizen  who  became  her  circuit  judge.  The 
Thirteenth  district  includes  this  county. 

The  earliest  denominations  of  Christians  to  or- 
ganize in  Columbia  Territory  were  the  Hardshell, 
or  Primitive  Baptists,  the  Missionary  Baptists  and 
the  Methodist  Episcopals,  South.  These  all  had 
buildings  before  the  war,  and  the  camp  meeting 
was  a flourishing  institution,  as  it  is  yet.  These 
societies  are  still,  with  the  exception  of  the  Primi- 
tive Baptists,  the  leading  organizations.  Since  the 
war,  three  new  organizations  have  appeared,  the 
Presbyterian,  the  Cumberland  Presbyterian  and 
the  Protestant  Methodist,  and  are  growing.  These 
are  the  leading  white  denominations.  The  col- 
ored people  are  also  chiefly  Baptists  and  Meth- 
odists, although  they  have  five  or  six  distinct  forms 
of  Methodism,  as  African,  Zion.  Methodist  Episco- 
pal. North,  Methodist  Episcopal,  South,  and  Pro- 
testant Methodist.  All  churches  are  of  frame,  the 
Baptist  and  Methodist  churches  of  Magnolia  prob- 
ably taking  the  lead  as  structures.  The  churches 
have  had  a great  influence  in  the  prohibitory  move- 
ment, which  keeps  saloons  out  of  Columbia's  ter 
ritory. 


D.  E.  Allen_  is  a well-known  physician  of  Co- 
lumbia County,  Ark.,  but  is  also  engaged  in  the 
mercantile  business  at  Magnolia,  being  no  less 
successful  in  his  business  operations  than  he  i>  in 
following  his  profession.  He  is  a native  Louisi- 
anian, his  birth  occurring  in  Monroe  in  lS3Vk  and 
he  is  the  second  of  a family  of  four  children  horn 
to  the  union  of  D.  E.  and  Caroline  (Goulette) 
Allen,  natives  of  Mississippi  and  France,  respect 
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ivolv.  The  former  was  a planter  by  occupation, 
and  died  in  1 SO  1 , bis  wife  passing  from  life  in 
Louisiana,  in  184  i.  D.  E.  Allen,  their  son.  was 
cared  for  by  an  uncle  in  Lousiana,  after  their 
death,  and  his  education  was  received  in  the 
common  schools  of  his  native  county-  He  became 
a clerk  in  a drug  store  in  early  life,  and  while  dis- 
charging his  duties  he  at  odd  times  pursued  the 
study  of  medicine.  He  acquired  such  a thorough 
knowledge  of  this  business,  and  became  so  pro- 
ficient, that  during  the  war  his  services  were  em- 
ployed in  the  hospital  at  Chattanooga,  Tenn.,  hav- 
ing joined  the  Confederate  army,  in  1801,  being  a 
member  of  Company  K,  Ninth  Arkansas  Infantry 
Regiment,  commanded  by  John  M.  Bradley.  He 
was  paroled  at  Greensboro,  N\  C.,  May  8,  1S05, 
at  tire  close  of  the  war,  and  immediately  after  came 
to  Columbia  County,  Ark.,  and  began  practicing 
his  profession,  continuing  with  the  best  of  success 
until  1884,  when  he  began  giving  a considerable 
amount  of  his  time  to  merchandising.  January  1, 
1888,  he  opened  a drug  establishment  in  Magno- 
lia, but  is  also  engaged  in  planting,  having  about 
100  acres  of  his  land  under  cultivation,  besides  a 
considerable  amount  of  wild  land  and  some  valu- 
able real  estate  in  Magnolia,  all  of  which  he  has 
earned  since  the  war.  He  was  married  on  Decem- 
ber 31,  1808,  to  Miss  Flora  C.  Powell,  of  Colum- 
bia County,  a daughter  of  Luther  and  Martha  A. 
(Black)  Powell,  pioneer  citizens  of  this  county, 
Mrs.  Allen  being  only  two  years  of  age  when  brought 
by  her  parents  to  this  State.  Mr.  Allen  has  re- 
tired from  the  practice  of  his  profession,  having 
served  the  public  long  and  faithfully,  and  through- 
out this  section  he  is  well  known  and  highly 
honored  for  he  is  industrious,  honorable  and  kind 
and  generous  hearted.  His  wife  has  long  been  a 
member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  South, 
and  her  union  with  Mr.  Allen  has  resulted  in  the 
birth  of  six  children:  Lizzie,  Kate.  Robert,  Mattie, 
Sue  and  Delia. 

Cicero  A.  Ansley  has  devoted  the  greater  part 
of  his  life  to  the  occupation  of  agriculture,  and  the 
estate  which  he  is  at  present  engaged  in  tilling 
comprises  100  acres  of  land,  about  sixty  of  which 
are  in  an  excellent  state  of  cultivation.  He  is  one 
of  the  old  settlers  of  Buena  Vista  Township,  his 
birth  having  occurred  in  Upson  County,  Ga. . Octo- 
ber 3,  1842.  His  parents,  Josiah  and  Nancy 
(Trammel)  Ansley.  were  also  Georgians  by  Lilt h, 
the  former  of  whom  was  born  in  1818,  and  in- 
herited Irish  blood  of  his  father,  whose  name  was 
Samuel.  He  was  reared  in  his  native  State  ami 
received  a good  education  in  the  Botanical  Med 
ical  College  of  Forsyth.  Ga.,  from  which  inst’tu- 
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tiion  he  was  graduated  with  high  honors  in  1842. 
He  immediately  after  returned  to  his  family  in 
Upson  County,  and  there  practiced  his  profession 
until  his  death,  which  occurred  two  years  later 
He  was  a member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  as  was  his  wife  at  first-,  but  she  afterward 
joined  the  Baptist  Church,  of  which  she  was 
a member  at  the  time  of  her  death,  which  occurred 
in  1805.  She  was  a daughter  of  D.  L.  and  Mary 
(Hicksie)  Trammel,  both  of  whom  were  of  Irish 
descent,  and  her  union  with  Mr.  Ansley  resulted 
in  the  birth  of  two  children:  Josiah  C.,  a mechanic 
of  Magnolia,  Ark.,  and  Cicero  A.  After  the  death 
of  her  husband  she  married  a man  by  the  name 
of  "William  Cooper,  a Georgian,  and  with  him  she 
moved  to  Cleveland  County,  Ark.,  where  the  rest 
of  her  days  were  spent,  her  second  family,  which 
consisted  of  seven  children,  being  also  reared  here. 
The  only  ones  of  this  family  now  living  are  Isaac 
(who  is  a farmer  of  this  county),  Alonzo  (also  a 
farmer  here),  James  (a  merchant  of  Texas),  Will- 
iam (superintendent  of  the  mills  at  Waldo),  Sam- 
uel (a.  merchant  of  Texas),  Mary  (Mrs.  Rudd,  of 
this  county),  and  Louisa  (Mrs.  Frazier,  also  resid- 
ing here).  Cicero  A.  Ansley  has  been  a resi- 
dent of  Columbia  County,  Ark.,  from  bis  earliest 
youth,  and  has  always  been  deeply  interested  in 
her  welfare  and  progress.  A\  hen  the  war  became 
an  assured  fact  he  enlisted  with  zeal  and  enthu- 
siasm in  the  Confederate  army,  becoming  a mem- 
ber of  the  Sixth  Arkansas  Infantry,  with  which  lie 
served  until  1863,  when  he  was  discharged  on  ac- 
count of  poor  health.  Shortly  after  recovering  he 
again  entered  the  service,  this  time  becoming  a 
member  of  the  First  Tennessee  Heavy  Artillery 
Regiment,  composed  of  three  companies  from 
Arkansas.  'He  served  in  this  regiment  until  May. 
1864,  when  his  term  of  enlistment  having  expired 
he  returned  home.  He  was  at  Shiloh  and  the 
siege  of  Vicksburg,  but  as  be  was  on  detailed 
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service  the  most  of  the  time  these  were  the  only 
eno-ao-ements  in  which  he  took  part.  He  resumed 
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farming  upon  his  return  home,  .and  in  18  d)  moved 
to  his  present  place,  previous  to  this  having  beeu 
a resident  of  Woodruff  County  for  some  time. 
He  was  married  January  6,  1864.  to  Miss  Charlotte 
McDonald,  who  was  born  January  14,  1S44,  in 
Rockford,  Ala.,  to  Edmund  and  Mary  (Pollard) 
McDonald,  the  former  a native  of  Kentucky  and 
the  latter  of  South  Carolina.  To  Air.  and  Mrs. 
Ansley  a family  of  five  children  have  been  born: 
Edwin  P.  (a  merchant  of  this  county),  Minnie  L. 
(Mrs.  I.  P.  Knight),  George  (deceased).  Allen  M 
and  Ellen  L.  Air.  Ansley  is  one  of  the  worthy 
citizens  of  the  county,  is  a stanch  Democrat  in  his 
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political  views,  is  an  earnest  member  of  the  Meth- 
odist Church,  and  socially  belongs  to  the  County 
Wheel. 

Rev.  William  H.  Armstrong,  Macedonia.  Ark. 
An  honest,  upright  man,  and  one  whose  life  has 
; been  without  reproach  in  his  intercourse  with  his 
fellow-men,  Mr.  Armstrong  is  now  in  his  thirty-  . 
eighth  year.  He  was  born  in  Alabama  in  1852, 
and  is  the  son  of  Louis  A.  and  Amelia  (Carlton) 
Armstrong,  natives  of  Tennessee  and  North  Caro- 
lina. respectively.  Louis  Armstrong  was  a tanner 
by  trade,  but  since  the  war  he  lias  been  engaged 
in  farming.  He  was  a public  spirited  citizen,  was 
active  in  politics,  and  held  a number  of  county 
offices  of  importance.  He  was  county  commis- 
sioner for  a number  of  years.  Previous  to  the 
war  he  was  quite  wealthy,  and  owned  a large  tract 
of  land,  but  all  was  lost  during  that  memorable  | 
war.  To  his  marriage  were  born  live  children, 
only  three  of  whom  lived  to  be  grown:  J.  T.  (en- 
gaged in  farming  in  Nevada  County,  Ark.)  and  J. 

A.  (also  in  Nevada  County).  Mr.  Armstrong  died 
in  August,  1879.  and  his  widow  in  August,  1884, 
the  latter  a member  of  the  Missionary’'  Baptist  j 
Church  for  a number  of  years.  Mr.  Armstrong- 
served  in  the  Indian  wars,  and  was  in  several  bat- 
tles with  the  Seminole  Indians.  He  assisted  in 
moving  the  Indians  west.  He  was  among  the 
early  settlers  of  Alabama,  and  helped  to  layT  off  and 
build  a number  of  public  roads  in  his  section  of 
the  State.  Ho  first  settled  at  Bellefonte  and  re- 
sided there  for  twenty  years.  Rev.  William  H. 
Armstrong  was  educated  in  the  common  country 
schools,  and  became  familiar  with  farm  duties  at  j 
an  early  age.  In  October.  1880,  he  moved  to  Ar- 
kansas, settled  in  Yell  County,  near  Dardanelle. 
and  rented  land  for  two  years.  In  1883  he  came 
to  Fayette  County,  remained  there  nearly  a year, 
and  then  came  to  Columbia  County,  rentino-  the 
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farm  where  he  now  lives  for  two  years.  In  1886 
he  purchased  120  acres  of  land,  and  has  ninety 
acres  under  cultivation,  with  good  residence,  out- 
buildings, etc.,  and  an  excellent  orchard.  He  was  ; 
married  in  April,  1874.  to  Miss  Mollie  Roberts,  a j 
native  of  Alabama,  and  the  daughter  of  G.  W.  and 
Adeline  (Young)  Roberts,  the  father  of  Tennessee, 
and  the  mother  of  Alabama.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Roberts 
became  the  parents  of  five  children,  all  of  whom  ; 
lived  to  mature  years:  Sarah  (deceased,  was  the 
wife  of  Alex  Radford),  William  (deceased,  the  j 
family  reside  in  Alabama),  James  (resides  on  a 
farm  in  Alabama),  Nancy  (deceased,  was  the  wife 
of  John  Gamble,  deceased).  Mr.  Roberts  died  .in 
July,  1863,  but  Mrs.  Roberts  is  still  living  and  re-  1 
sides  in  Alabama.  To  the  marriage  of  Mr.  and  j 


Mrs.  Armstrong  were  born  eight  children:  Dora. 
James,  Lewis.  Amanda,  Mamie,  John,  Ada  (de- 
ceased) and  Willie.  Since  1878  Mr.  Armstrong 
has  been  engaged  in  ministerial  work,  having  been 
ordained  a minister  in  the  Missionary  Baptist 
Church  since  18(9,  and  he  has  been  actively  oc- 
cupied in  ministering  to  the  spiritual  wants  of 
his  fellow-men.  He  now  has  charge  of  three 
churches,  but  up  to  this  year  he  had  charge  of  four 
or  live.  He  has  organized  two  churches  since 
coming  here,  the  first  one  at  Corinth,  this  county, 
in  1885,  with  forty-four  members,  and  in  1887  he 
organized  the  church  at  Blister,  with  seventeen 
members.  Both  churches  have  had  considerable 
increase  since  then.  Mr.  Armstrong  is  a member 
of  the  Agricultural  Wheel. 

•Judge  B.  F.  Askew  is  the  oldest  attorney  of 
the  city  of  Magnolia,  Ark.,  and  is  also  the  oldest 
resident  of  Magnolia  Township,  but  was  born  in 
the  Old  North  State  in  1827.  His  education, 
however,  was  obtained  in  the  schools  of  Eastern 
A lab  am  a,  and  at  the  age  of  twenty-three  years  he 
began  his  legal  studies  in  the  office  of  J.  H.  Askew, 
his  brother,  and  in  1852  was  admitted  to  the  bar 
of  Alabama.  The  same  year  he  came  to  Arkansas, 
and  was  almost  immediately  admitted  to  the  bar 
of  this  State  by  Judge  Watson,  and  afterward  by 
the  Supreme  Court  of  the  State.  He  began  prac- 
ticing in  Columbia  County,  at  what  was  then  called 
Morgan  & Ferguson’s  Store,  where  the  court  was 
temporarily  located,  while  the  people  were  deciding 
upon  the  suitable  place  for  the  county  seat,  and  in 
1854  the  first  county  court  was  held  in  the  village 
of  Magnolia.  Judge  Askew  soon  after  moved 
thither,  and  almost  immediately  built  up  a paving 
practice,  which  steadily  and  substantially  increased 
until  his  time  was  fully  occupied.  In  1863  he  was 
elected  third  lieutenant  of  Company  K,  Nineteenth 
Arkansas  Infantry,  and  served  east  of  the  Missis- 
sippi River  until  after  the  battle  of  Corinth,  when 
he  was  discharged.  He  was  at  the  bombardment 
of  Fort  Pillow,  and  after  his  return  home  was  ap- 
pointed provost- marshal  of  Columbia  County,  in 
which  capacity  he  served  to  the  end  of  the  war, 
and  in  June,  1865,  surrendered  at  Camden.  The 
Judge  found  himself  financially  ruined  at  the  close 
of  the  war,  but  with  the  determination,  persever- 
ence  and  energy  which  have  ever  characterized  his 
efforts,  he  set  to  work  to  retrieve  his  fortunes,  and 
as  his  farm  of  300  acres  had  been  left  him.  this 
proved  a fair  source  of  revenue.  Upon  again  open 
ing  his  law  office  his  practice  began  to  assume 
large  proportions,  and  up  to  the  present,  time 
has  continued  to  give  him  plenty  of  employment. 
In  1 872  he  was  elected  State  Senator,  serving  as 
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such  during  1873-74.  and  it  was  ho  who  intro- 
duced the  hill  for  a cal!  of  a constitutional  con- 
vention, and  that  convention  framed  the  present 
constitution,  for  which  the  people  of  Arkansas 
owe  him  much  honor  and  credit.  On  June  5,  1883, 
he  was  elected  the  first  circuit  judge  of  the  Thir- 
teenth Judicial  District,  serving  until  the  expira- 
tion of  his  term,  and  up  to  the  present  time  this 
has  ended  his  public  career.  He  has  always  taken 
a leading  part  in  national  and  State  politics,  and, 
being  a strong  Democrat,  he  is  a leader  of  his 
party  in  this  section.  He  was  a stanch  supporter  j 
of  Whig  principles  during  his  younger  days,  and  as 
he  has  always  been  noted  for  his  intelligence,  his 
modesty  and  kindly  disposition,  the  people  have  j 
delighted  to  do  him  honor.  His  iirst  wife  was 
formerly  Miss  S.  A.  Keener,  their  union  taking 
place  in  l8ob,  and  by  her  he  has  become  the  father 
of  three  children:  Thomas  N.  (a  farmer  of  the  j 

county).  Blanche  B.  (wife  of  Samuel  Garrett,  a ! 
tiller  of  the  soil  in  this  county)  and  Dixie  (wife  of 
Sam  W.  Feais,  of  Magnolia).  In  1809  the  Judge’s 
second  marriage  took  place,  his  wife  being  Miss 
Nancy  E.  Hartlield,  a daughter  of  G.  M.  Hart- 
field  (deceased).  This  union  resulted  in  the  birth 
of  five  children,  one  of  whom  is  deceased:  Those 
living  are  G.  H.,  W.  H. , Nancy  E.  and  Lizzie. 
Mrs.  Askew  is  one  of  the  leading  members  of  the 
Baptist  Church,  and  is  well  known  for  her  charita- 
ble work  and  the  aid  she  has  given  to  the  poor  and 
oppressed.  Judge  Askew  is  a charter  member  of 
tho  A.  F.  & A.  M. , Columbia  Lodge  No.  82,  Mag- 
nolia Chapter  No.  11,  Pike  Council  No.  8,  and  is 
also  a charter  member  of  Magnolia  Lodge  No.  24  i 
of  the  I.  O.  O.  F.  He  has  tilled  nearly  all  the 
offices  in  both  orders,  and  is  a stanch  supporter 
of  secret  organizations.  He  has  been  a successful 
financier,  and  is  the  owner  of  some  8,000  or  9,000 
acres  of  land  in  this  and  other  counties,  also  a con-  j 
siderable  amount  of  town  property,  and  is  the  j 
heaviest  tax-payer  in  the  county.  His  parents — j 
John  and  Elizabeth  (King)  Askew  — were  born  in 
North  Carolina,  and  the  former  was  a hatter  by  i 
trade,  and  served  seven  years  at  this  calling  after  j 
completing  his  apprenticeship.  He  afterward 
turned  hi.s  attention  to  farming,  and  moved  to 
Eastern  Alabama,  where  he  passed  from  life  in  \ 
1800,  at  the  age  of  seventy-seven  years.  He  served 
in  the  Creek  Indian  War,  although  not  an  enrolled 
soldier,  and  side  by  side  with  many  of  his  neigh-  i 
bors  fought  for  the  preservation  of  his  home  and 
family.  His  wife  died  on  June  0,  1800.  at  t he  a^e  i 
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ot  sixty  years.  Of  seven  children  born  to  them  1 
four  are  now  living:  James  E.  (a  farmer  of  thfi  i 
county),  B.  F.  (the  subject  of  this  biography), 
20 


Mrs.  E.  J.  Howell  (of  Alabama),  and  Mrs.  S.  A.  E. 
Davis  (of  Florida). 

James  P.  Atkinson,  M.  D..  is  a young  man  who 
is  rapidly  and  surely  making  his  way  to  the  front 
; among  the  professional  men  of  this  community, 
j and  although  only  in  his  twenty-ninth  ye;lr,  he  is 
thoroughly  posted  in  medical  lore,,  and  is  buildum 
up  a rapidly  increasing  patronage.  He  has  been 
a resident  of  Columbia  County  all  his  life,  his  birth 
occurring  here  in  1801.  and  he  is  the  second  of  a 
family  of  eight  children  born  to  J.  H.  and  Nancy 
A.  (Harris)  Atkinson,  who  were  native  Georo-ians. 
and  came  to  this  State  and  county  at  a very  early 
day.  Mr.  Atkinson  served  as  captain  of  a com 
pany  of  Confederate  soldiers  during  the  Rebellion, 
and  during  the  engagement  at  Island  No.  10  he 
was  captured,  and  kept  a prisoner  in  the  city  of 
Chicago  for  some  time.  Since  the  war  he  has  de- 
voted his  attention  to  farming.  To  himself  and 
wife,  who  died  July  10,  1879,  eight  children  have 
been  born,  five  of  whom  survive:  S.  W.,  J.  P. , 

Mattie,  Mollie  and  lonie.  In  1830  Mr.  Atkinson 
married  Miss  Sarah  J.  Hogue,  who  died  November 
17,  1889.  James  P.  Atkinson  was  reared  to  farm 
life,  his  early  education  being  obtained  in  the  com- 
mon schools,  and  in  1881  he  commenced  the  study 
of  medicine,  under  the  instruction  of  Dr.  S.  W. 
Jack,  and  in  the  fall  of  1883  was  sufficiently  pre- 
pared to  enter  the  Louisville  Medical  College. 
After  remaining  in  this  institution  for  some  time 
he  came  home,  and  engaged  in  the  practice  of  his 
profession  close  to  where  he  was  reared,  and  is 
now  in  the  enjoyment  of  an  extended  patronage, 
as  the  people  repose  much  confidence  in  his  skill 
and  ability.  His  marriage,  which  took  place  Jan 
nary  22,  1890.  was  to  Miss  Catherine  E.  Stridden, 
a daughter  of  ’William  and  Nancy  (Crain)  Strick- 
en. natives  of  Mississippi,  though  among  the  early 
settlers  of  Columbia  County,  coming  here  about 
1850.  Dr.  Atkinson’s  paternal  grandfather  came 
to  Arkansas  in  1840,  when  the  country’  was  com- 
paratively uninhabited,  and  here  he  entered  land 
and  reared  his  family’. 

Rev.  L.  W.  Baker  was  born  in  the  Palmetto 
State,  in  1814,  to  Joshua  and  Susan  B.  (Christian) 
Baker,  being  the  eldest  of  their  three  children. 
The  father  was  a South  Carolinian,  and  a farmer 
by  occupation,  and  died  in  his  native  State  in  1819: 
his  widow,  who  was  born  in  Virginia,  dying  about 
1844.  She  was  married  twice,  her  second  husband 
being  Stephen  Williams,  by  whom  she  had  five 
children,  only  one  now  living — Tabitha  A (wife  of 
William  Smith).  Of  the  children  she  bore  Mr 
Baker,  the  subject  of  this  sketch  is  the  only  one 
now  living.  He  remained  in  his  native  State  until 
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be  was  thirteen  years  of  age,  then  with  his  mother 
and  stepfather  moved  to  Western  Georgia,  where 
he  was  given  the  advantages  of  a common-school 
education.  At  the  age  of  twenty  he  began  clerk- 
in<2:  in  a dry  goods  store,  continuing  four  years, 
was  then  married,  and  engaged  in  farming,  and  in 
3830  moved  to  Alabama,  where  he  made  his  home 
for  six  years.  After  a residence  of  eight  years  in 
the  southern  portion  of  Dale  County,  he,  in  1850, 
came  to  Arkansas  and  entered  Government  land  at 
$1.25  per  acre,  and  is  now  residing  on  that  farm. 
He  has  always  identified  himself  with  every  inter- 
est of  the  county,  and  is  known  to  be  honest,  in- 
dustrious and  enterprising.  From  1852  until  1800 
he  was  engaged  in  merchandising  on  his  farm,  but 
during  the  war  was  ruined  financially.  He  imme- 
diately set  to  work  to  retrieve  his  fallen  fortunes, 
and  has  succeeded  far  beyond  his  expectations,  for 
he  is  now  the  owner  of  a fine  farm  of  400  acres, 
and  has  about  100  acres  under  cultivation.  He 
was  married  January  1G,  1828.  to  Miss  Nancy  Pas- 
chal of  Alabama,  a daughter  of  Samuel  and  Frances 
(Cochran)  Paschal,  who  were  aho  born  in  that 
State.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Baker  a family  of  thirteen 
children  have  been  born,  ten  of  whom  are  living: 
Mary  S.  (deceased),  Joshua  D.,  John  IV.,  Frances 
(wife  of  H.  J.  Kemper,  a resident  of  White  County, 
Ark.),  Tabitha  (wife  of  C.  C.  Hall,  of  Ouachita 
County),  Sarah  J.  (wife  of  D.  Moncrief,  of  Lamar 
County,  Tex.),  Martha  F.  (deceased),  B.  W.  (of 
this  county),  E.  B.  (of  Lamar  County,  Tex. ),  Nancy 
E. , Parilee  (deceased),  N.  L.  (of  this  county),  and 
Jennie  (wife  of  D.  L.  Pierce,  of  this  county).  Mr. 
Baker  has  been  a minister  of  the  Missionary  Bajr 
tist  Church  since  1851  (although  he  was  not  or- 
dained for  some  years  after  he  began  to  preach), 
and  has  been  a professed  Christian  since  1S30,  at 
which  time  he  was  a resident  of  Harris  County,  Ga. 
He  has  been  a member  of  the  A.  F.  A A.  M.  since 
1S5G,  is  a demitted  member,  and  belongs  to  Mag- 
nolia Chapter  No.  11.  His  wife  was  born  in  1818, 
and  has  been  a professor  of  Christianity  since 
183U.  In  1S3G  Mr.  Baker  served  in  the  Creek  or 
Indian  War  for  three  months,  and  was  commanded 
by  Maj.  Howard,  of  Milledgeville,  Ga.,  his  captain 
being  Abraham  51  ills,  of  Harris  County,  Ga.  He 
was  one  of  the  famous  old  Indian  fighters  who  have 
almost  become  extinct  in  the  Southern  States.  He 
well  remembers  on  first  coming  to  this  county, 
that  cattle  and  hogs  were  almost  unknown,  and 
the  settlers  lived  on  bear  steaks  and  venison.  There 
was  one  cotton-mill,  seven  miles  east  of  where  he 
now  lives,  and  there  was  also  one  cotton-mill  in 
the  region,  which  had  been  built  in  1850,  by  a Mr. 
Paskett.  There  was  at  one  time  a mill  in  this  sec- 


tion that  was  so  constructed  that  instead  of  having 
stone  buhrs  for  crushing  the  corn,  it  worked  with 
a lever  and  pestle,  the  water  raising  and  lowering 
the  pestle  into  a trough  which  held  the  corn, 
cr ashing  and  grinding  the  latter  into  meal.  One 
of  the  settlers  of  the  community  owned  a dog  that 
was  particularly  fond  of  this  meal,  and  when  the 
pestle  was  raised,  would  slip  in  and  help  himself, 
but  his  greediness  was  the  subsequent  cause  of  his 
death,  for  on  one  occasion,  forgetting  to  dodge  as 
the  pestle  descended,  it  fell,  crushing  his  head, 
and  continued  to  beat  him  into  a mass  and  mixing 
him  with  the  meal.  This  event  so  disgusted  the 
settler.'-,  that  they  stopped* their  patronage,  and 
this  style-of  mill  went  out  of  use  about  1850. 

Francis  Asberry  Baker,  general  merchant. 
Buckner,  Ark.  This  leading  and  most  successful 
business  man  was  originally  from  Lafayette 
County,  Ark.,  his  birth  occurring  on  July  0,  1854, 
and  he  is  an  excellent  illustration  of  what  thrift, 
energy  and  determination  will  accomplish  when  in- 
telligently applied.  His  father,  Absalom  Baker, 
was  born  in  Tennessee,  and  emigrated  from  that 
State  to  Arkansas  in  1850.  Of  German  origin,  he 
had  all  the  worthy  characteristics  of  people  of  that 
nationality,  being  thrifty  and  industrious,  and  was’ 
a successful  agriculturist.  The  mother  of  our  sub- 
ject, whose  maiden  name  was  Miss  Martha  Eliza- 
beth Tatum,  was  born  in  Tennessee,  and  is  now 
living  in  Buckner.  The  father  died  in  Lafayette 
County,  Ark.,  on  September  13,  1881,  and  had  re- 
sided in  that  county  since  1850.  Francis  Asberry 
Baker  was  the  fourth  iu  order  of  birth  of  eight 
sons  and  two  daughters — seven  sons  and  one 
daughter  now  living.  He  was  reared  and  fairly 
educated  in  Lafayette  County,  Ark. , and  in  Sep- 
tember 1 880.  he  engaged  in  merchandising  at  Hur- 
ricane Hill,  in  that  county,  where  he  remained  in 
business  three  years.  In  1883  he  came  to  Buck- 
ner, and  has  been  engaged  in  business  at  this 
place  ever  since.  He  carries  a stock  of  goods  valued 
at  about  $2,500,  and  is  doing  well.  He  was  mar- 
ried in  1878,  to  Miss  Amanda  C.  Strange,  a native 
of  Lafayette  County,  Ark.,  born  at  Lewisville,  in 
18G0,  and  they  have  three  children— r a son  and 
two  daughters — Arthur,  Maude  and  Claude.  Mr. 
Baker  has  held  the  office  of  bailiff  a term  and  a 
half  in  Baker  Township,  Lafayette  County,  which 
township  was  named  in  honor  of  our  subject's 
father,  and  was  notary  public  of  said  county  for 
four  years.  He  cast  his  first,  presidential  vote  for 
S.  J.  Tilden.  Aside  from  his  mercantile  business. 
Mr.  Bake  r is  also  the  owner  of  a fine  farm  of  forty 
acres  in  Lafayette  County,  and  as  a man  of  indus- 
try and  enterprise  he  has  no  superiors. 
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J.  AAV  Barrow,  a member  of  the  firm  of  J.  AAV 
Barrow  & Bro.,  wholesale  and  retail  grocery  mer- 
chants at  Magnolia,  was.  born  in  Claiborne  Parish,- 
La.,  in  IS 59,  and  is  the  oldest  living  child  born  to 
John  W.  and  Mary  (Finley)  Barrow,  both  natives 
of  Alabama.  The  parents  moved  to  Louisiana  at  an 
early  day,  and  immediately  after  the  birth  of  our 
subject  they  returned  to  Alabama,  but  still  later 
on  came  back  to  Louisiana,  where  the  father  was 
emomed  in  farming-  for  some  time.  During-  the 
late  war  he  was  in  the  Confederate  army  and  died 
during  the  siege  of  Vicksburg.  He  owned  consul 
entitle  property  iu  Louisiana,  consisting  of  land 
and  negroes,  and  after  his  death  his  widow  married 
Thomas  A.  Grubbs.  She  died  in  1878.  She 
became  the  mother  of  four  children  by  her  first 
husband,  but  only  two  are  now  living.  J.  \V. 
Barrow  was  educated  in  Louisiana  and  in  Cal- 
houn County,  Ark  , where  his  stepfather  moved 
and  resided  for  seven  years.  He  then  returned  to 
Claiborne  Parish,  La.,  and  when  seventeen  years 
of  age  began  life  for  himself,  first  as  a farm  hand. 
He  then  attended  school  for  a year  or  so,  and  then 
entered  the  dry  goods  and  grocery  store  of  P.  T. 
Talbert,  of  Summerfield,  La.  He  worked  for  this 
gentleman  for  seven  years,  and  in  1880  came  to 
this  city.  Here,  with  his  brother,  he  engaged  in 
the  present  business,  opening  with  a stock  of  gro- 
ceries valued  at  about  83,000.  They  do  a cash 
business,  and  their  annual  sales  equal  about  or 
from  850,000  to  875,000.  Both  gentlemen  are 
active  and  progressive  business  men.  and  have  suc- 
ceeded in  building  up  an  extensive  and  lucrative 
trade,  of  which  they  are  eminently  deserving. 
They  do  the  largest  grocery  business  of  any  firm 
in  this  section  of  the  State,  employ  three  clerks, 
and  with  J.  AV.  Barrow  as  book-keeper  and  W.  J. 
as  managing  salesman,  theirs  constitute  one  of  the 
leading  establishments.  The  stock  carried  might 
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without  much  exaggeration  be  called  immense,  and 
consists  generally  of  a complete  line  of  groceries 
of  excellent  quality.  -J.  AV.  Barrow  is  a member 
of  the  K.  of  P. , Columbia  Lodge  No.  24,  and  is 
also  a member  of  the  Baptist  Church.  AV.  Joe 
Barrow,  the  junior  member  of  the  firm  of  Barrow 
Bros.,  was  born  in  Louisiana  in  18131,  and  is  the 
younger  child  living  of  the  family  born  to  John 
W.  and  . Mary  A.  (Finley)  Barrow.  AAV  Joe  was 
educated  in  the  same  schools  with  his  brother,  and 
when  sixteen  years  of  age  he  engaged  as  clerk  for 
A.  \V.  Barrow,  at  Homer,  La.,  and  was  with  Bar- 
row  A Gladney  for  eight  years  at  the  same  place. 
He  then  came  to  Magnolia  and  engaged  in  his 
present  business.  He  was  married  in  • December. 
1883.  to  Miss  Olivia  Wilder,  of  Homer,  La.,  and 


daughter  of  -J.  B.  and  C.  C.  AVilder,  nee  Lawrence, 
who  were  natives  of  Louisiana,  and  early  settlers 
there.  Mr.  and  Airs.  Barrow  are  members  of 
j the  Missionary  Baptist  Church,  and  Mr.  Barrow 
is  a deacon  in  the  same.  He  is  a member  of  the  K. 
of  P. , Columbia  Lodge  No.  24.  He  is  a o-entlc- 

O _ O 

I man  of  excellent  business  qualities,  persevering, 
j active  and  enterprising,  and  is  highly  deserving  of 
| the  success  which  is  attending  his  efforts.  The 
paternal  grandfather  of  the  above  mentioned  gen- 
tlemen was  a planter  in  the  State  of  Alabama, 
where  he  amassed  considerable  property.  He 
moved  to  Louisiana  about  1850  and  bought  a large 
tract  of  land,  owned  over  100  negroes,  and  was 
among  the  leading  planters.  He  died  there  in 
1877.  During  his  life  he  took  quite  an  active  part 
in  local  politics,  but  was  not  an  office-seeker,  and 
would  accept  no  position.  He  was  a minister  in 
the  Primitive  Baptist  Church.  The  maternal 
grandfather,  A.  H.  Finley,  came  from  Chambers 
County,  Ala.,  and  located  in  Claiborne  Parish, 
La.,  and  was  an  extensive  planter.  Ho  died  about 
1888.  He  was  the  father  of  a large  family,  most 
of  whom  are  residing  in  Louisiana  at  the  present 
time.  Pie  died  in  Alabama. 

Henry  AV.  Beasley,  farmer,  Waldo,  Ark.  This 
enterprising  and  worthy  citizen  was  born  in  Geor- 
gia, near  the  city  of  Griffin,  on  September  1. 
1854,  and  is  the  son  of  Dr.  AAV  A.  and  Saletia  Ann 
(Parker)  Beasley,  the  father  a native  of  South  Car- 
olina, born  on  February  20,  1819,  and  the  mother 
born  in  Georgia,  on  June  24,  1824.  When  a boy 
Dr.  Beasley  moved  from  South  Carolina  to  Georgia 
with  his  father,  James  Beasley,  and  there  his 
marriage  occurred.  He  was  an  AI.  D.,  a promi 
nent  minister  in  the  Christian  Church,  and  he  rep- 
resented Columbia  County,  Ark.,  in  the  State  Leg- 
islature. His  death  occurred  in  the  last  named 
county  on  August  13,  1870.  To  his  marriage  were 
born  nine  sons  and  three  daughters,  eleven  of 
whom  lived  to  be  grown.  The  eldest  child.  Dr. 
James  AI  Beasley,  is  now  a resident  of  Magnolia. 
Of  the  above  mentioned  family  Henry  AV.  is  the 
seventh  child  in  order  of  birth.  He  was  reared  in 
this  county  from  about  seven  years  of  age.  and 
when  grown  engaged  in  the  drug  business  at  Alag 
nolia  (1870),  where  he  remained  until  1878.  He 
then  returned  to  the  farm  to  live  with  his  mother 
after  the  death  of  the  father.  She  is  the  owner 
of  800  acres.  The  father  was  a prominent  Royal 
Arch  Alason.  and  was  one  of  Columbia  County's 
most  influential  citizens.  He  was  the  owner  of 
about  8,000  acres  of  land.  Henry  AV.  is  also  a 
member  of  the  Afasonic  fraternity,  having  joined 
Lamertfne  Lodge  No.  90.  at  Waldo,  in  1889.  He  is 
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also  a member  of  the  Wheel.  In  politics  he  ad- 
heres strongly  to  the  Democratic  party,  and  his 
lirst  presidential  vote  was  for  S.  J.  Tilden.  He 
and  his  mother  are  members  of  the  Christ  ian  Church, 
and  they  reside  two  miles  north  of  Waldo. 

John  Y.  Berley,  farmer  of  Brown  Township, 
owes  his  nativity  to  Abbeville  District,  S.  C., 
where  his  birth  occurred  on  August  IS.  1833, 
being  a son  of  John  F.  and  Harriett  (Yarbrough) 
Berley,  both  of  whom  were  born  in  South  Caro- 
lina, the  former  of  German  and  the  latter  of  Irish 
descent.  The  father  was  a highly  educated  man, 
and  taught  school  in  connection  with  farming, 
which,  however,  received  his  principal  attention. 
He  died  in  1853,  in  Louisiana,  whither  he  had 
moved  about  1849,  leaving  a widow  who  survived 
until  1875.  Of  the  eleven  children  born  to  their 
marriage,  only  three  are  living:  Franklin  (who  is 
a worthy  agriculturist  of  Louisiana),  John  Y. , and 
Susan  A.  (now  Mrs.  Dorritz, of  Texas).  J ohn  Y. Ber- 
ley passed  his  boyhood  and  youth  in  Louisiana,  and 
as  he  was  reared  to  farm  labor,  it  was  but  natural 
that  in  starting  out  in  life  for  himself,  which  he 
did  at  the  age  of  eighteen  years,  he  should 
select  farming  as  his  occupation.  For  two  years  i 
he  pursued  this  calling  in  Louisiana,  and  then  he  j 
came  to  this  county.  His  marriage  to  Miss  Jane  j 
Watson,  a native  of  Georgia,  born  in  1832,  was 
consummated  in  1852,  and  of  the  seven  children  i 
born  to  their  union,  six  are  still  living:  John  F. 

(a  farmer  of  this  county).  Frederick  (also  a farmer 
of  this  county),  James  (who  is  a worthy  agricult- 
urist of  this  county),  and  Amanda  (who  is  now 
Mrs.  McWilliams,  and  a resident  of  this  township).  | 
Ever  since  Mr.  Berley  first  came  to  this  county  he 
has  pursued  that  calling  which  he  selected  in 
early  life,  and  he  now  owns  a fine  farm,  compris- 
ing over  500  acres,  with  350  acres  under  cultiva- 
tion. He  and  wife  are  both  much  esteemed  mem- 
bers of  the  Protestant  Methodist  Church,  and  in 
politics,  the  former  is  a stanch  Democrat.  Socially 
he  belongs  to  the  Masonic  fraternity  and  the 
County  Wheel.  In  the  late  war  he  enlisted  in 
Harrison’s  regiment  of  Confederate  Cavalry,  in 
which  he  served  faithfully  and  well  until  the  sur 
render. 

William  T.  Biack,  farmer,  College  Hill,  Ark. 
The  great-grandfather  of  our  subject,  Samuel 
Black,  was  born  on  the  Emerald  Green  Isle  about 
1756.  and  came  to  this  country  with  his  parents  and 
settled  in  Carolina  when  six  years  of  age.  He  lived 
to  be  over  one  hundred  years  of  age,  his  deat  h occur- 
ring in  Tallapoosa  County.  Ala.,  in  185A  His  son 
and  the  grandfather  of  William  T. , Thomas  Black, 
was  born  in  South  Carolina,  and  was  of  Irish  de- 


! scent.  His  son,  and  the  father  of  our  subject, 

| Samuel  Black,  was  born  in  Epson  County,  Ga.,  in 
j 1820,  and  died  in  his  native  county  in  1889.  He 
was  a millwright  by  trade.  He  married  Miss 
| Nancy  W.  Cooper,  who  was  born  in  Epson  County, 

: Ga  , in  1819,  and  she  is  now  living  in  her  native 
J county.  She  is  a daughter  of  Isaac  Cooper,  who 
j was  a soldier  in  the  War  of  1812.  Their  union 
| was  blessed  by  the  birth  of  eight  children—  four 
i sons  and  four  daughters — two  sons  and  one  daugh- 
ter now  living.  Of  these  William  T.  Black  was 
the  eldest  in  order  of  birth.  He  was  reared  in 
Tallapoosa  County,  Ala.,  until  eighteen  years  of 
age  and  then  entered  the  Confederate  Army  in 
Company  A,  First  Alabama  Regiment  of  Heavy 
Artillery,  serving  from  January,  1862,  until  the 
surrender  of  Nashville.  He  was  captured  there 
and  taken  to  Chicago,  where  he  remained  until 
April,  1865,  in  which  time  his  weight  was  reduced 
one-half  on  quarter  rations.  He  then  joined  the 
Federal  army  and  went  to  Leavenworth,  Kas. , in 
the  interests  of  the  Federal  Government,  In  1866 
he  came  to  Cleveland  County,  Ark.,  where  he  has 
since  resided  on  his  tine  farm  of  400  acres  with  160 
acres  under  cultivation,  situated  thirteen  miles 
north  of  the  county  seat.  Ho  was  married  in  1862 
to  Miss  Dora  Walker,  who  was  born  in  Epson 
County,  Ga. , in  1842,  and  this  happy  union  re- 
sulted in  the  birth  of  five  sons  and  three  daughters: 
Samuel  L.,  William  T. , Jr.,  Benjamin  F. , Luther 
H.,  Jesse  C. , Anna  M. , Dora  F.  and  Matilda.  In 
politics  Mr.  Black  is  a Jeffersonian  Democrat,  and 
his  first  presidential  vote  was  for  H.  Seymour.  He 
is  a member  of  the  Wheel. 

Thomas  J.  Blewster,  of  the  mercantile  firm  of 
Couch,  Blewster  <fe  Co.,  Magnolia,  Ark.,  is  a native 
of  Georgia,  having  been  born  in  Crawford  County 
in  that  State,  February  3,  1857.  He  was  the 
third  of  six  children  born  to  Leonidas  and  Martha 
(Parham)  Blewster,  his  parents,  who  were  also 
Georgians.  His  father  is  a prosperous  farmer  still 
living  in  Houston  County,  Ga.,  where  he  has  re- 
cently served  as  one  of  the  commissioners  of  said 
county.  He  has  been  married  three  times,  Thom- 
as J.  being  the  son  of  his  first  wife,  who  died  Jan 
uarv  28,  1872,  leaving  the  following  children: 
Nancy  C.  (wife  of  E.  S.  Wellons,  clerk  of  the 
Superior  court  of  Houston  County.  Ga. ),  Robert 
G.  (a  farmer  of  that  county).  Lizzie  (now  deceased 
wife  of  II.  E.  Murray),  W.  C.  (a  resident  of  Mag- 
nolia, Ark.). William  M.  (of  Fort  Talley,  Ga.),  and 
Thomas  J.  (whose  name  heads  this  sketch).  By 
his  second  wife  Mr.  L.  Blewster  had  three  children : 
Raymond  (now  deceased),  Lula  M.  (wife  of  A.  J. 
Johnson,  of  Crawford  County,  Ga. ),  and  Lee  (who 
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is  yet  with  his  father).  He  has  also  four  small 
chihlren  by  his  present  wife.  Thomas  J . - Blew- 
ster  was  raised  upon  a farm,  where  he  did  effi- 
cient service,  generally  working  two  years,  and 
iroin"  to  school  one,  attending  the  country  schools 
convenient  to  his  father's  homo.  In  1878  he 
came  to  Arkansas,  where  he  has  since  resided.  By 
hard  efforts  he  obtained  money  sufficient  to  attend 
Bales’  Commercial  College.  Little  Bock,  Ark. , where 
he  graduated  in  duly,  1879.  He  then  located  in 
Magnolia,  entering  the  employ  of  J.  M.  Beasley 
as  a clerk,  where  he  continued  from  18S0  to  1S82. 
Although  Mr.  Blewster  had  nothing  when  he  left 
college,  by  his  close  attention  to  duty,  and  his 
sterling  business  qualities  he  inspired  such  con- 
fidence, that  in  1882  lie  was  taken  as  a partner  by 
J.  M.  Whaley,  a good  business  man,  the  firm  be- 
ing J.  M.  Whaley  & Co.  Of  this  firm  he  was  a 
member  for  four  years,  selling  out  at  the  end  of 
that  time  to  Mr.  Whaley,  In  1880  the  firm  of 
Blewster  & Conch  was  formed,  and.  continued  one 
year,  when  Mr.  S.  O.  Couch  was  added  to  the  firm 
and  the  firm  name  changed  to  Couch,  Blewster  & 
Co.  Since  that  time  the  firm  has  remained  the 
same,  and  they  have  been  doing  au  excellent  busi- 
ness, their  annual  sales  amounting  to  from  §65,000 
to  §75,000,  and  their  stock  of  goods  being  value#* 
at  from  §8,000  to  §15,000.  They  buy  more  cotton 
than  any  mercantile  firm  in  the  city,  having  pur- 
chased during  the  season  of  1887-88  about  4,000 
bales.  They  carry  a full  line  of  all  goods  needed 
by  farmers,  as  well  as  people  in  the  city,  their 
stock,  both  of  dry  goods  and  groceries  being  ex- 
ceptionally  select  and  complete.  Mr.  Blewster 
was  married  in  1883  to  Miss  Lou  Sharman,  of 
Magnolia,  a daughter  of  Mr.  II.  B.  Sharman.  now 
deceased,  and  by  her  he  has  four  children:  Susie 
(who  died  in  1885),  Clyde,  Leta,  and  an  infant  not 
named.  He  and  his  wife  are  both  members  of  tire 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  South.  In  politics 
he  is  a stanch  Democrat,  and  socially  he  belongs  to 
the  K.  of  P. , Columbia  Lodge  No.  24.  and  the  Iv. 
of  H.,  Magnolia  Lodge  No.  3150.  He  has  no  po- 
litical aspirations,  preferring  to  devote  his  time 
and  attention  to  his  business.  Through  the  par- 
tiality of  his  friends,  however,  he  has  been  com- 
pelled to  serve  as  a member  of  the  Board  of  Alder- 
men of  his  adopted  town. 

J.  M.  Bolger,  M.  D.,  is  a farmer  of  Magnolia 
-township,  and  was  born  in  Georgia,  in  1854,  be 
mg  the  second  of  five  children  born  to  J.  M.  and 
Lucy  (Garrard)  Bolger,  also  Georgians,  who  came 
to  Arkansas  in  1857,  entered  land  in*  Columbia 
County,  on  which  they  resided  until  1888,  when 
Hey  moved  to  the  village  of  Waldo,  and  engaged 


I 

I in  the  grocery  and  confectionery  business.  Mr. 

:•  Bolger  served  as  justice  of  the  peace  for  some  time, 
and  during  the  latter  part  of  the  war,  served  in 
i the  Confederate  army.  Of  the  five  children  born 
to  himself  and  wife,  J.  H.  is  the  eldest,  then  comes 
Dr.  J.  M. , Francenia  (is  the  wife  of  Ed  Farrar, 
of  this  county),  Alexzenia  (is  the  wife  of  Tom 
j Pullig,  of  Waldo),  and  Lena  (is  the  wife  of  T. 

! Mauldin,  a farmer  of  this  county).  Dr.  Bolger 
i obtained  his  education  by  self-application  and  a 
j short  attendance  at  the  common  schools  near  bis 
\ home,  and  after  devoting  his  energies  to  the  culti- 
I ration  of  the  rich  lands  of  this  county  until  ho  was 
| twenty-eight  years  of  age,  he  entered  a medical 
college  of  Louisville,  and  graduated  from  the  same 
! in  the  spring  of  1S86,  coming  home  the  same  year, 
i and  settling  where  he  now  resides.  He  has  a very 

O . _ 

| extensive  practice,  and  the  territory  over  which  his 
! practice  extends  is  very  large  indeed,  in  fact,  is  larger 
i than  that  of  any  other  physician  in  the  county,  a 
| fact  that  speaks  louder  than  words  can  do  as  to  his 
| skill  and  ability.  His  marriage,  which  occurred  in  | 
I 1878,  was  to  Miss  Kate  Murphy,  of  Claiborne  Par 
| ish,  La.,  she  being  a daughter  of  A.  F.  and  Dora 
i (Moody)  Murphy,  natives  of  North  Carolina,  who 
! came  to  Louisiana  in  1859,  there  rearing  their 
| family  of  five  children:  John  (still  residing  there), 

Mary  (wife  of  Lem  Dawson,  of  Louisiana),  Ellen 
| (now  Mrs.  Hendricks,  of  Nevada  County,  Ark.), 
Kate  (wife  of  Dr.  Bolger),  and  Lizzie.  Mr.  Murphy 
had  previously  been  married,  and  by  his  first  wife 
had  two  children:  Charles  (who  was  killed  while 

I serving  in  the  Confederate  army  during  the  late 
! war)  and  Sarah  (the  widow  of  Bichard  Cleaver), 
j Dr.  and  Mrs.  Bolger  have  a family  of  five  children: 

| Estelle,  Charley,  John,  Alma  and  Perry,  and  he  is 
| a member  of  the  Missionary  Baptist  Church,  while 
| she  belongs  to  the  Old  School  Presbyterian  Church. 

I On  starting  out  in  life  for  himself,  the  Doctor  had 
! to  commence  at  the  bottom  round  of  the  ladder, 
j but  he  is  now  a successful  farmer  and  physician, 
and  is  the  owner  of  an  excellent  and  finely  im- 
proved farm  of  seventy-two  acres. 

John  It.  Boreing  is  a general  merchant.  United 
States  mail  contractor,  and  a dealer  and  shipper 
of  live  stock  at  Magnolia,  Ark.,  and  by  his  superior 
management  and  genuine  business  ability  and  effi- 
ciency he  has  placed  himself  in  an  independent 
position  and  has  done  much  to  enhance  the  repu- 
tation the  county  has  gained  as  a commercial 
i point.  Like  many  of  the  wide  awake  citizens  of 
i this  section  he  was  born  in  Tennessee,  his  birth  oc- 
curring in  Washington  County  in  1837.  He  is  a 
son  of  Murray  and  Sarah  (Ruble)  Boreing,  the 
former  being  a grandson  of  Abner  Boreing,  who 
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was  ono  of  the  very  first  settlors  of  Tennessee  and 
Washington  County.  Murray  Boroing  was  reared 
in  Tennessee,  but  after  reaching  manhood  went  to 
Kentucky  and  in  this  State  the  subject  of  this 
sketch  was  reared  and  educated.  At  the  age  .of 
twenty  years,  he  went  to  Pike’s  Peak,  when  gold 
was  lirst  discovered  there,  but  after  remaining 
there  one  season  he  returned  east  as  far  as  St.  j 
Joseph,  Mo.,  and  there  joined  the  Confederate  j 
service,  becoming  a member  of  Boyd’s  battalion  of 
State  troops,  which  afterward  became  a part  of 
the  regular  Confederate  service,  Mr.  Boreiug  being 
enrolled  in  Company  B,  Col.  Stean’s,  afterward 
Moore’s  regiment,  the  division  commander  being 
Gen.  Price.  He  served  until  the  last  of  the  war, 
and  was  in  the  engagements  at  Shiloh.  Farming- 
ton  and  Corinth.  After  the  last-named  battle  he 
was  with  Gen.  Parsons  in  the  Trans-Mississippi 
Department,  and  was  at  Helena,  Pea  Ridge, 
Prairie  Grove,  Mansfield,  Jenkins’  Ferry,  besides 
numerous  skirmishes.  He  surrendered  with  his 
command  at  Shreveport,  La.,  his  regimental  flag 
being  the  last  to  be  given  up  at.  the  close  of  the 
war.  He  came  to  Columbia  County,  Ark.,  and 
after  hiring  some  help  engaged  in  farming,  an  oc- 
I cupation  which  lie  followed  until  1879.  when  lie 
moved  to  Magnolia  and  engaged  in  the  stock  busi- 
ness with  W.  B.  McNeill,  their  connection  lasting 
for  four  years.  His  estimable  wife  was  formerly 
Miss  M.  E.  Gladney,  a native  of  West  Tennessee, 
and  a daughter  of  Samuel  and  Ann  (Trousdale) 
Gladney,  their  union  taking  place  on  December 
12,  1800.  Mrs.  Boreing  is  a niece  of  ex-Gov. 
Trousdale,  of  Tennessee.  She  and  Mr.  Boreinsr 
are  the  parents  of  six  children:  Charles  M.  (a 

book-keeper  for  his  father),  E.  C.  (a  salesman  in 
the  store),  Mollie  G.,  Maud  I.,  John  T.  and  Over- 
ton  D.  The  parents  of  these  children  are  members 
of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  South,  and  Mr. 
Boreing  is  a member  of  the  A.  F.  & A.  M. , .Marys- 
ville Lodge. 

A.  J.  Brewer  is  a general  merchant  of  Mag 
‘nolia.  Ark.,  and  is  at  the  present  time  conducting 
a successful  and  paying  business.  He  was  born  in 
Georgia  in  1834.  being  the  youngest  of  a family 
of  seven  children  born  to  Alfred  and  Nancy  (Jack- 
sou)  Brewer,  both  parents  being  also  born  in  the 
State  of  Georgia.  The  father  was  a farmer,  a sue 
cessful  pioneer,  and  at  the  time  of  his  death  left 
quite  a large  fortune  to  be  divided  among  his  chil- 
dren. He  died  in  1855,  at  the  age  of  fifty-five 
years,  having  held  the  office  of  justice  of  the  peace 
for  twenty  years  or  more.  His  wife  died  in  Geor- 
gia, when  the  subject  of  this  biography  was  an  in- 
fant. In  1811  he  wedded  Mrs.  Marv  Coleman,  by 


whom  he  became  the  father  of  five  children.  She 
died  in  1887  at  an  advanced  age.  The  brothers 
and  sisters  of  A.  J.  Brewer  are  as  follows:  Osborne 
(who  died  while  serving  in,  the  Mexican  War), 
William  (who  resides  in  Alabama),  Martha,  Eliza, 
and  Emily  (deceased),  and  Sarah.  The  following 
are  his  half  brothers  and  sisters:  J.  C.  (who  died 

while  serving  in  the  Confederate  army),  L.  R.  (who 
lives  in  Sulphur  Springs,  Tex.),  R,  K.  (who  is 
a farmer  of  this  county),  C.  A.  (a  grocer  at  Sul- 
phur Springs,  Tex.),  and  Narcissus  (now  Mrs. 
Ponder,  of  Alabama).  A.  J.  Brewer’s  early  ad- 
vantages for  acquiring  an  education  were  not  of 
the  best,  but  by  contact  with  the  world  he  has 
since  become  a well-informed  man,  and  he  is  now 
one  of  the  most  successful  merchants  of  this  county. 
He  is  in  every  respect  a self-made  man,  both  in 
point  of  education  and  in  general  information. -and 
by  his  indomitable  will  and  energy  he  has  sue- 
j ceeded  far  beyond  his  expectations.  Ho  was  in  the 
Confederate  army  for  a short  time  near  the  close 
of  the  war,  and  having  first  come  to  this  county  in 
1858,  he  returned  here  after  the  war.  and  engaged 
in  huckstering  on  quite  a large  scale,  and  soon  after 
ward  began  speculating  in  cotton.  His  first  ex- 
perience, in  merchandising  was  about  six  miles  from 
Magnolia,  and  he  has  followed  this  calling  with  suc- 
cess for  twenty  years.  His  stock  of  goods  is  now 
valued  at  about  820,000,  and  he  does  an  annual 
I business  of  some  $85,000,  his  establishment  being 
one  of  the  leading  ones  in  Southern  Arkansas. 
His  marriage,  which  was  to  Miss  Mary  Fallow, 
took  place  in  1857,  and  to  them  eight  children  have 
been  born:  Sallie  E.  (widow  of  John  Cliidester), 

Thomas  A.  (in  the  store  with  his  father).  Anna 
(deceased),  A.  J.,,Jr.  (who  is  attending  Bethel 
College.  Ivy.),  Fannie  (attending  Ouachita  College 
of  this  State),  Dawson  (deceased),  George  and 
Harry.  Mr.  Brewer  has  been  a member  of  the 
Baptist  Church  since  1800,  has  been  a deacon  in 
[ the  same  for  some  time,  and  is  an  ordained  minis- 
; ter  of  that  denomination.  His  wife  has  been  a 
member  of  that  church  the  same  length  of  time  as 
himself  and  is  a true  Christian  lady.  'Sir.  Brewer 
i is  a member  of  the  A.  F.  A A.  51.,  Columbia  Lodge 
: No.  82,  and  he  has  attained  to  Magnolia  Chapter 
No.  11.  He  is  quite  wealthy,  and  is  the  owner  of 
a number  of  fine  farms,  all  of  which  he  has  rented 
j out.  and  he  also  owns  his  residence,  business  house 
j and  other  property  in  Magnolia,  the  result  of  many 
: years  of  hard  and  persistent  labor. 

Anderson  Bussey,  farmer,  Sharman,  Ark.  At 
j an  early  stage  of  this  country’s  history  three  broth 
ers  by 'the  name  of  Bussey  left  the  land  of  their 
birth,  France,  and  made  homes  for  themselves  in 
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tlio  States.  Ono  settled  in  Georgia,  another  in  j 
South  Carolina,  and  the  third  in  Ohio,  and  all  the  ! 
Bussevs  now  in  the  United  States  sprang  from  one 
or  the  other  of  these.  Anderson  Bussey,  an  old  j 
resident  and  a very  successful  tiller  of  the  soil  in 
Georgia  Township  was  born  in  Lincoln  County, 
Ga. , on  July  25,  1824.  His  father,  Samuel  Bus 
sey.  was  a native  of  South  Carolina,  and  his 
mother,  whose  maiden  name  was  Jane  Pare,  was 
also  a native  of  that  State.  They  both  died  in  j 
Georgia,  the  mother  in  1807,  and  the  father  many  j 
years  previous  to  this.  The  mother  married  the  i 
second  time.  By  her  marriage  to  Mr.  Bussey  she  I 
became  the  mother  of  three  sons  and  three  daugh-  j 
tors,  only  two  now  living.  Anderson  Bussey,  the 
youngest  son.  was  reared  in  Meriwether  County, 
Ga., until  about  twenty  four  years  of  age,  and  then  j 
in  about  1848  moved  to  Louisiana,  where  he  was  j 
married  in  Caldwell  Parish  in  January,  1851,  to 
.Miss  Sarah  A.  B.  Thomas,  who  was  born  in  Will- 
iamsburg, Miss.  She  died  in  this  county  during  j 
the  war.  Six  children  were  the  fruits  of  this 
union,  onl\  one  now  living:  Clara  (wife  of  John 
A.  Bryan).  Mr.  Bussey  was  married,  the  second 
time,  on  May  2b,  1865,  in  Louisiana,  to  Miss  Lu- 
cre! ia  Bryan,  a native  of  Houston  County,  Ga. , 
born  in  1837,  and  is  the  daughter  of  Miles  and 
Sarah  (Lawson)  Bryant,  natives  of  North  Carolina  ! 
and  Georgia,  respectively.  Air.  Bryan  died  in  Louis- 
iana, and  bis  wife  at  the  home  of  our  subject  in 
this  county.  The  following  family  of  children 
have  been  born  to  this  union:  Sarah  (wife  of  J.  j 
Smith),  Pardee  (wife  of  William  B.  Smith),  Jo- 
seph H. , Eudora.  Anderson  and  Carrie.  Mr.  Bus- 
sey settled  on  his  present  property  in  December, 
1851,  and  he  is  now  the  owner  of  240  acres  of 
good  land,  and  has  eighty  acres  in  tillable  shape. 
He  came  here  at  a very  early  date,  was  among  the 
first  settlers,  endured  the  privations  and  hardships 
of  pioneer  life,  and  witnessed  the  growth  of  the 
country  to  its  present  thriving  condition.  In  1802  i 
lie  enlisted  in  the  Confederate  army,  Company  H, 
•Sixth  Louisana  Cavalry,  with  William  H.  Harri- 
son as  colonel,  and  served  until  the  surrender.  He  : 
was  a Whig  in  the  time  of  tiiat  party,  and  voted  j 
first  for  Scott  in  1852.  In  his  religions  belief  he 
is  a Universalist,  and  his  wife  is  a member  of  the  j 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  South.  His  per- 
sonal popularity  is  as  wide  as  his  acquaintance. 

James  Cooper,  farmer,  Waldo,  Ark.  A stranger 
who  may  be  passing  over  this  portion  of  Columbia 
County  can  not  but  admire  the  many  beautiful 
places  to  be  seen  on  every  hand— places  which  in- 
dicate by  their  appearance  the  abode  of  men — 
'••aders  in  all  matters  pertaining  to  husbandry,  j 


Among  these  is  the  tine  farm  of  Mr.  Cooper,  which 
consists  of  260  acres,  with  thirty-five  acres  under 
cultivation,  and  seventy  acres  under  fence.  Air. 
Cooper  was  born  in  Georgia  in  1825,  is  the  son  of 
Isaac  Cooper,  and  the  grandson  of  Elijah  Cooper, 
who  was  born  in  Maryland.  The  latter  emigrated 
to  Georgia  at  an  early  day,  and  was  a soldier  in 
the  Revolutionary  War.  The  father  of  our  subject 
died  in  his  native  State  in  1845,  and  the  latter's 
mother,  whose  maiden  name  was  Vina  Warren, 
died  in  Columbia  County  in  1883,  at  the  age  of 
ninety-two.  They  were  the  parents  of  ten  children 
— eight  daughters  and  two  sons — four  now  living. 
James  Cooper,  the  ninth  in  order  of  birth  of  the 
above-mentioned  family,  was  reared  in  Georgia, 
receiving  his  education  in  the  common  schools,  and 
xvas  married  there  to  Miss  Martha  Dennis,  a native 
also  of  Georgia.  Eight  children  were  the  fruits 
of  this  union-  -one  son  and  seven  daughters:  Mary 
E.  (wife  of  C.  C.  Parker),  Martha  A.  (wife  of  A. 
Morris),  Elizabeth  E.  (wife  of  K.  R.  Watkins). 
Vina  IV.  (wife  of  W.  S.  Henry),  Amanda  M.  (wife 
of  W.  A.  Anderson),  Sarah  J. , F.  C.  and  James 
A.  Air.  Cooper  emigrated  to  this  county  from 
Georgia  in  1853,  and  has  resided  here  ever  since. 
He  first  purchased  eighty  acres  of  land,  but  this 
he  has  since  added  to  until  now  he  has  260  acres 
as  mentioned  above,  situated  live  miles  north  of 
Waldo.  Air.  Cooper  was  a AVhigin  his  early  days, 
but  is  now  a stanch  Democrat,  and  cast  his  first 
vote  for  Taylor.  He  was  made  a Alason  at  Tliom- 
aston,  Ga.,  about  1848,  and  is  now  a Royal  Arch. 
He  is  a member  of  Lamartine  Lodge,  and  is  also 
a member  of  the  Wheel.  He  and  wife  are  members 
of  the  Alissionary  "Baptist  Church. 

William  Andrew  Jackson  Cooper,  farmer. Buck- 
ner, Ark.  Air.  Cooper  is  recognized  as  a careful, 
energetic  agriculturist,  aud  as  he  was  trained  from 
an  early  age  to  the  arduous  duties  of  the  farm  he 
is  thoroughly  acquainted  with  all  its  details.  He 
was  born  in  Spartanburg  District,  S.  C.,  on  Alarch 
28,  1830,  and  there  remained  until  eleven  years  of 
age,  when  he  moved  with  his  parents  to  Alississippi. 
There  he  finished  his  growth.  In  1S52  he  went 
to  Texas,  remained  there  six  years,  and  there  re- 
ceived a limited  education  after  he  was  grown. 
His  parents  were  in  straightened  circumstances, 
and  as  a consequence  he  was  obliged  to  work  at  a 
time  when  he  should  have  been  iu  the  school-room. 
While  in  Texas  he  learned  the  blacksmith’s  trade, 
and  worked  at  this  until  1858,  when  in  Decem- 
ber of  that  year,  he  came  to  Columbia  County, 
Ark.,  where  he  has  since  resided.  He  worked 
at  his  trade  until  the  beginning  of  the  war,  and 
then  enlisted  in  the  Confederate  army,  Com- 
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pany  E,  Eleventh  Arkansas  Regiment  Infantry,  in  j 
180.1,  as  corporal.  He  was  captur  ed  at  Island  No. 
.10.  on  April  8.  1802,  was  taken  to  Camp  Douglas,  | 
Chicago,  and  there  kept  live  months,  after  which 
he  was  sent  to  Vicksburg  and  exchanged.  He  was  I 
in  the  battle  of  Island  No.  10,  siege  of  Port  Hud 
son,-  and  from  that  time  he  was  in  the  mounted  in-  i 
fantry.  He  was  in  the  battle  of  Clinton,  and  was  | 
also  in  many  skirmishes.  After  being  discharged 
in  April,  1805,  he  returned  to  his  farm  in  Columbia  : 
County,  and  here  he  has  since  remained.  Previ- 
ous to  the  war,  or  in  IS59,  he  married  Miss  Rebecca  j 
C.  Powell,  a native  of  Hempstead  County,  Ark.,  ! 
born  in  1845,  and  the  daughter  of  Caleb  Powell, 
who  was  born  January  10,  1810.  Mr.  Cooper  was 
made  a Mason  in  March,  1S5S,  at  Louisa  Lodge 
No.  00,  Cherokee  County,  Tex.,  and  is  now  a mem- 
ber of  Buckner  Lodge  No.  121.  He  has  been 
worshipful  master  for  eighteen  years,  and  is  now 
acting  in  that  capacity.  He  is  a Royal  Arch  Mason,  ! 
and  is  also  a member  of  the  I.  O.  O.  F.,  which  he 
joined  in  Texas,  in  1850.  Air.  Cooper  has  held 
the  office  of  bailiff  of  this  township  for  four  years,  , 
and  was  elected  to  that  office  in  1870.  Air.  and  j 
Airs.  Cooper  are  members  of  the  Alissionary  Bap-  > 
t ist  Church,  and  are  held  in  high  esteem  by  all  , 
their  acquaintances.  Air.  Cooper  has  over  150 
acres  of  land,  and  has  about  forty  acres  under  cul- 
tivation. His  farm  is  located  two  miles  north  of 
Buckner  and  sixteen  miles  northwest  of  the  county 
I seat.  He  has  been  the  principal  representative  of 
; his  lodge  in  the  grand  lodge  since  1808,  and  was 
appointed  grand  senior  deacon  by  Vanhoose,  .of 
Fayetteville.  The  parents  of  our  subject,  Jona-  | 
than  and  Alary  AI.  (Alassey)  Cooper,  were  natives 
of  South  Carolina,  and  resided  in  that  State  until  . 
1842,  when  the  family  moved  to  Alississippi.  Hero  : 
the  father  died  in  Lee  County,  in  1805,  but  the 
mother  is  now  living,  and  makes  her  home  with 
her  son,  our  subject.  They  were  the  parents  of  i 
nine  sous  and  four  daughters,  eight  sons  now  liv- 
ing,  of  whom  W.  A.  J.  Cooper  is  the  eldest.  The 
paternal  grandfather,  Jacob  Cooper,  was  born  in 
Maryland,  and  was  of  Scotch  descent.  He  died 
in  South  Carolina.  The  maternal  grandfather, 
John  Alassey,  was  born  in  South  Carolina,  and  I 
died  at  an  advanced  age. 

I1.  G.  Couch,  of  the  tirm  of  Couch,  Blewster  A 
Co.,  of  Alagnolia,  is  a Georgian,  born  on  February 
28,  1852,  the  fourth  of  eight  children  born  to  i 
l Irvin  and  Lucy  (Rose)  Couch,  they  being  also  | 
Georgians.  The  paternal  and  maternal  grand  par-  \ 
euts  were  pioneer  settlers  of  Georgia,  Indians  be  ^ 
ing  very  plentiful  at  that  time,  and  each  entered 
land  and  reared  a large  family  of  children.  Irvin 


Couch  followed  in  his  father’s  footsteps  and  made 
farming  his  chief  occupation  through  life,  but  in 
connection  with  this  calling  was  engaged  in  mer- 
chandising during  the  latter  part  of  his  life.  In 
1850  he  came  to  the  State  of  Arkansas  and  settled 
in  Union  County,  but  came  the  following  year  to 
Columbia  County,  where  he  purchased  laud  and 
made  himself  a farm.  Prior  to  the  war  lie  opened 
a mercantile  establishment  in  the  city  of  Magnolia, 
but  in  1859  closed  his  establishment,  and  November 
of  the  following  year  he  was  called  to  his  long 
home,  having  been  an  earnest  member  of  the 
Alethodist  Episcopal  Church.  His  widow  survives 
him.  She  has  been  a member  of  the  Alethodist 
Church  since  girlhood,  and  although  now  sixty  one 
years  of  age  is  in  the  enjoyment  of  good  health. 
T.  G.  Couch,  after  obtaining  a fair  education  in 
the  common  schools,  at  the  age  of  twenty  one 
years  began  farming  on  his  own  account  on  his 
mother’s  homestead,  and  remained  with  her  until 
he  was  twenty  three  years  of  age.  After  farming 
for  two  years  in  Lamar  County,  Tex.,  he  returned 
to  this  county  and  after  spending  one  year  on  the 
old  homestead  he  came  to  Alagnolia  and  formed  a 
partnership  with  J.  B.  Curry  in  the  grocery  busi- 
ness, but  at  the  end  of  six  months  became  sole 
proprietor  and  until  1879  conducted  the  business 
alone.  He  then  became  associated  in  the  same 
business  with  C.  T.  Goode,  a stock,  of  drugs  being 
added,  and  this  tirm  existed  for  one  year,  at 
which  time  Air.  Couch  sold  out  and  began  clerking 
for  R.  T.  Cole  and  remained  in  his  employ  for  two 
years.  He  and  J.  P.  Couch  then  opened  a grocery 
establishment  at  Blanchard's  Springs  in  Lnion 
County;  but  two  years  later  they  closed  out  their 
business  and  T.  G.  Couch  returned  to  Alagnolia, 
and  during  1884-85  was  a clerk  for  Power  A 
Couch.  The  following  year  he  became  connected 
with  Air.  Blewster  of  the  present  tirm,  and  until 
January  1.  1887,  the  tirm  was  Blewster  & Conch, 
after  which  it  became  Couch,  Blewster  & Co.. 

S.  O.  Couch  becoming  a partner.  As  stated 
in  the  sketch  of  Air.  Blewster  this  is  one  of  the 
leading  firms  in  Southern  Arkansas.  Air.  Couch 
was  married  in  1880.  to  Aliss  Alaggie  Bayless  of 
Columbia  County,  a daughter  of  D.  T.  II.  Bayless, 
and  to  them  two  children  have  been  born:  Alinnie 

T.  , who  died  August  24,  1885,  and  Harry  B.  L’ho 
mother  of  these  children  died  August  28.  18So.  at 
the  untimely  age  of  twenty- live  years,  and  Novem- 
ber 5,  18S9,  Airs.  Bonnie  Collins,  nee  Hearn,  be 
came  his  wife.  Airs.  Couch  has  a child  by  her 
former  marriage  named  James  L.  Both  Air. 
Cohch  and  his  wife  are  members  of  the  Alethodist 
Episcopal  Church,  and  he  belongs  to  the  I.  O. 
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O.  I'1.,  Magnolia  Lodge  No.  24.  and  the  K.  of  H. , 
Magnolia  Lodge  No.  3150.  Politically  be  is -a 
Democrat,  although,  not  particularly  active. 

Sanford  O.  Couch  is  a member  of  a general 
mercantile  firm  which  has  become  well  known 
throughout  Southern  Arkansas — Couch,  Blewster 
A Co.,  of  Magnolia,  Ark.  He  is  a Georgian,  born 
in  1853,  and  is  the  third  of  six  children  born  to 
Guinett  and  Alice  (Crawford)  Couch,  who  were 
also  born  in  that  State,  but  since  1833  have  been 
residents  of  Arkansas.  After  residing  for  one 
year  in  Union  County  they  came  to  Columbia 
County.  Ark.,  and  here  began  to  till  the  soil,  an 
occupation  he  had  previously  followed.  He  soon 
became  well  known  throughout  this  region  as  a 
man  of  sound  intellect,  and  being  an  active  politi- 
cian, he  was  elected  to  represent  this  county  in  the 
State  Legislature  and  made  a faithful  and  efficient 
public  servant.  Upon  the  opening  of  the  war  he 
joined  Company  K,  Nineteenth  Arkansas  Cavalry, 
becoming  lieutenant,  and  served  throughout  the 
entire  war,  returning  home  in  February,  1805. 
He  did  not  live  long,  however,  to  enjoy  the  peace- 
ful state  of  affairs,  but  died  on  March  4.  1805.  at 
the  age  of  forty  years,  lie  being  an  earnest  mem- 
ber of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  at  the 
time  of  his  death,  and  a member  of  the  Masonic 
fraternity.  His  wife  died  in  1801,  and  of  the  six 
children  born  to  them  only  two  are  now  living: 
Sanford  O.,  and  J.  P.  (who  resides  in  Henrietta, 
Tex.,  and  is  engaged  in  the  hardware  business). 
He  was  married  in  1885  to  Miss  Sallie  E.  Lankford, 
of  Union  County,  Ark.,  a daughter  of  J.  R.  and 
Harriett  Lankford,  a merchant  of  Cliampagnolle, 
Ark.  Sanford  O.  Couch  attended  the  common 
schools  in  his  youth,  and  at  the  age  of  twenty-one 
years  began  merchandising,  having  had  a six- 
months’  previous  experience  as  a clerk  with  Kelum 
& Morgan,  of  Camden,  Ark.,  and  became  associ- 
ated in  business  with  a cousin,  the  style  of  the 
firm  being  Couch  A Couch.  After  their  business 
connection  had  lasted  five  years,  Sanford  O.  pur- 
chased his  partner’s  interest,  but  after  conducting 
affairs  alone  for  a short  time,  sold  out  and  spent 
the  following  year  in  clerking  for  a Mr.  Power. 
This  firm  existed  for  six  years  then  Mr.  Couch 
bought  Mr.  Power’s  interest  and  soon  after  became 
associated  in  business  with  T.  J.  Blewster  and  T. 
G.  Couch,  the  firm  name  being  Couch,  Blewster  A 
Co.  [For  a more  complete  history  of  the  business 
see  sketch  of  Mr.  Blewster.  ] Mr.  Couch  was  mar- 
ried in  1873  to  Miss  Jennie  Kelso,  but  on  August 
Id,  1883,  was  called  upon  to  mourn  her  death,  she 
having  borne  him  two  children.  Alice  and  Fred. 
His  marriage  to  his  present  wife  was  consummated 


in  1888,  she  being  Mrs.  Lucy  Anderson,  nee 
Kelso,  a sister-  of  his  first  wife.  They  u-re  worthy 
members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and 
he  belongs  to  Columbia  Lodge  No.  2 4 of  the  K.  of 
P.  In  addition  to  his  mercantile  interests  he  owns 
ten  or  twelve  good  farms  with  fair  improvements 
on  all,  each  having  from  forty  to  100  acres  under 
cultivation,  and  improved  with  good  buildings.  He 
and  his  partners  are  engaged  in  buying  and  selling 
horses,  in  which  they  are  doing  well,  and  every 
enterprise  to -which  they  have  given  their  atten- 
tion has  prospered.  Mr.  Conch  is  a Democrat  in 
his  political  views. 

Z.  L.  Daniel,  ex-sheriff  of  the  county,  and  one 
of  the  well-known  farmers  and  stockmen  of  this 
region,  is  a Georgian  by  birth,  but  has  been  a resi- 
dent of  the  State  of  Arkansas  since  1844,  being  at 
that  time  three  years  of  age.  His  father,  William 
B.  Daniel,  was  a Virginian,  and  a carpenter  by 
trade,  but  the  greater  part  of  his  life  followed  the 
occupation  of  merchandising.  After  his  arrival  in 
Arkansas  he  settled  in  Bradley,  now  Drew  County, 
near  where  Monticello  now  is,  and  here  opened  a 
mercantile  establishment,  around  which  soon  sprang 
up  a little  village,  which  took  the  name  of  Lacey. 
He  was  the  first  merchant  of  the  place,  and  lived 
there  until  1865,  when  he  moved  near  Magnolia, 
but  in  the  fall  of  1807  he  removed  to  Denton 
County,  Tex.,  where  he  died  the  following  year 
While  a resident  of  Drew  County  he  filled  the  office 
of  justice  of  the  peace  and  county  and  probate 
judge,  and  was  filling  the  duties  of  the  latter  posi- 
tion when  he  moved  to  this  county.  PTnder  his 
able  management  the  county  has  paid  off  nearly 
all  its  indebtedness,  which  had  been  contracted 
during  the  war.  and  in  other  ways  he  did  much  to 
benefit  the  county.  He  was  one  of  the  most  popular 
men  of  his  day  in  that  county,  and  his  loss  was 
deeply  felt  by  the  citizens  therein.  He  was  mar- 
ried to  Miss  Levina  Phillips,  a native  of  Georgia, 
whose  death  occurred  in  1872,  after  having  borne 
a family  of  eleven  children,  six  of  whom  are  living: 
Ann  E.  (now  Mrs.  Thompson),  Joseph  A.  (a  resi- 
dent  of  Fulton.  Tex.  ),  Z.  L.  (the  subject  of  this 
sketch),  IV.  H C.  (a  resident  of  Drew  County), 
Elizabeth  E.  (now  Mrs.  Jameson)  and  James  E. 
(a  resident  of  Drew  County).  Z.  L Daniel  was 
reared  to  manhood  in  Drew  County,  Ark.,  and  was 
there  attending  school  when  the  alarums  of  war 
were  sounded,  when  lie  dropped  his  school  books, 
and  iu  1861,  at  the  age  of  nineteen  years,  donned 
his  suit  of  gray,  shouldered  his  musket,  and  went 
to  the  war.  He  became  a member  of  Company  D. 
Fortieth  Confederate  Infantry,  his  regimental  com- 
mander being  Col.  L.  51  W alker,  who  was  killed 
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in  a duel  by  Gen.  Mannaduke,  of  Missouri,  iu  1S03. 
He,  with. his  brother,  Joseph  A.  Daniel,  was  capt- 
ured at  Island  No.  10,  but  while  on  the  way  to 
Johnson’s  Island,  they  managed  to  make  their  es- 
cape, and  returned  to  Memphis,  Tcnn. , where  they 
secured  a furlough  home,  lie  at  that  time  held 
the  rank  of  second  lieutenant.  He  and  James  A. 
Jackson  raised  a company  close  to  Monticello,  and 
Mr.  Daniel  was  made  first  lieutenant,  Jackson  be- 
ing his  captain.  This  company  was  not  attached 
to  any  regiment,  but  was  transferred  to  Capt. 
Hart’s  battalion,  serving  with  the  same  until  the 
company  with  which  Mr.  Daniel  first  enlisted  was 
exchanged,  and  lie  was  ordered  to  rejoin  it,  which 
he  did,  at  Holly  Springs  Miss.  His  brother,  Jo- 
seph A.  Daniel,  was  elected  captain,  and  he  served 
in  the  Trans- Mississippi  Department  until  the  bat- 
tle of  Port  Hudson,  prior  to  this  having-  been  pro- 
moted to  the  rank  of  first  lieutenant.  At  the  battle 
of  Port  Hudson  they  were  compelled  to  surrender, 
but  while  en  route  for  Camp  Douglas  he  and  his 
brother  escaped,  but  the  latter  was  seriously 
wounded  while  doing  so.  and  was  rendered  unlit 
for  further  duty  in  the  held.  Z.  L.  Daniel  re- 
turned to  the  west  side  of  the  Mississippi  River, 
and  there  continued  his  service  until  the  close  of 
the  war,  taking  part  in  the  engagement  at  Jenkins’ 
Ferry.  He  surrendered  at  Marshall,  Tex.,  and 
returned  home,  taking  up  the  occupation  of  farm- 
ing. He  tilled  his  father’s  land  for  two  years,  and 
after  his  father’s  removal  to  Texas  he  continued 
in  charge,  but  only  had  one  horse  with  which  to 
do  his  work.  He  continued  in  this  calling  until 
1870,  at  which  time  he  was  elected  to  the  position 
of  marshal  of  Magnolia  for  two  years,  and  at  the 
end  of  that  time  was  appointed  one  of  the  board 
of  registration  for  one  term.  He  then  served  two  1 
years  as  deputy  sheriff  for  John  M.  Warren,  and  | 
in  1870  was  elected  sheriff  of  the  county,  and  con- 
tinued to  be  elected  until  1882,  serving  in  all  three  i 
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terms.  He  was  married  in  1807  to  Mrs.  N.  A. 
Dickson,  the  widow  of  W.  T.  Dickson,  who  was 
killed  at  Jenkins’  Ferry.  She  is  a daughter  of 
Samuel  and  Mary  A.  (Barker)  De  Vaughan,  of  this 
county.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Daniel  have  three  children: 
W.  S.,  Mary  L.  and  James  A.  By  his  own  exer- 
tions Mr.  Daniel  is  a well-to-do  farmer,  and  owns 
about  4,000  acres  of  laud,  500  of  which  are  cleared 
and  under  cultivation,  all  the  land  being  well  im-  j 
proved  and  very  valuable.  He  is  an  enterprising  j 
man  of  the  county,  and  socially  belongs  to  the 
A.  F.  & A.  M. , Columbia  Lodge  No.  82  and  the  j 
I.  O.  O.  F.,  Magnolia  Lodge  No.  24.  He  was  a 
charter  member  of  the  K.  of  P. , and  is  now  a i 
demitt ed  member  of  the  same.  He  and  wife  are  I 


members  of  the  Baptist 'Church,  and  are  well  known 
and  highly  esteemed  throughout  this  section. 

A.  E.  Davis.  For  a period  now  of  about  forty 
years,  he  whose  name  heads  this  sketch  has  been  a 
resident  of  Columbia  County,  and  during  this  time 
he  has  enjoyed  a reputation  as  an  honorable  up 
right  man,  and  a solid,  substantial  and  thoroughly 
reliable  agriculturist.  He  owes  his  nativity  to 
Georgia,  where  he  was  born  in  January,  1835,  and 
is  the  son  of  Absalom  T.  Davis  and  wife,  nee 
Martha  Underwood,  the  former  a native  of  "\  irginia, 
of  Welsh  descent,  and  the  latter  of  North  Carolina, 
of  Irish  descent.  The  life  of  A.  E.  Davis,  up  to 
the  age  of  seventeen  years,  was  passed  in  Alabama, 
but  in  1852  he  accompanied  his  parents  to  Arkan- 
sas, locating  in  Columbia  County,  and  two  years 
afterward  commenced  life  on  his  own  responsibility 
by  engaging  in  agricultural  pursuits  on  his  own 
account.  In  July.  1801,  he  enlisted  in  the  Con- 
federate cause,  and  among  the  principal  engage- 
ments in  which  he  participated  may  be  mentioned 
Arkansas  Post,  St,  Charles,  Prairie  Lauding. 
De  Witt,  Clarendon,  and  Jenkins'  Ferry.  At  this 
latter  battle  he  was  slightly  wounded  on  left  hip 
and  on  the  back  of  his  head,  and  these  wounds 
cause  him  trouble  still.  After  the  surrender  he 
returned  to  his  home  and  resumed  the  peaceful 
pursuit  of  farming.  The  same  year  he  purchased 
his  present  farm,  then  but  slightly  improved,  and 
by  his  energy  and  industry  he  has  brought  it  to 
its  present  high  state  of  cultivation.  Jan- 
uary 4,  1800,  witnessed  his  marriage  with  Miss 
Amanda  Phillips,  born  in  Georgia  in  18 — , and 
their  married  life  has  been  blessed  with  three 
children,  two  of  whom  are  still  living:  Absalom  T. 
(a  farmer  of  this  township),  and  John  P.  (also  a 
farmer,  cultivating  120  acres  which  he  owns  in 
this  township).  Thirty  four  years  ago  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Davis  united  with  the  Missionary  Baptist 
church,  and  they  are  still  worthy  members  of  that 
body.  In  Ins  political  views  the  former  is  a 
stanch  Democrat,  and  he  is  conceded  to  be  one  of 
the  leading  men  in  his  township. 

William  Henry  Dingier  is  one  of  the  oldest  set- 
tlers of  which  Buena  Vista  Township  boasts,  hav- 
ing resided  here  since  1855.  He  was  born  in  Henry 
County,  Ga. , December  22,  183;),  being  the  son  of 
Henry  and  Sarah  (Edwards)  Dingier,  who  were  also 
born  in  that  State,  the  former’s  birth  occurring  in 
Morgan  County  in  1791.  He  was  a son  of  John 
Dingier  and  Nancy  (Passell)  Dingier,  the  former 
of  whom  was  a native  of  England,  and  at  the  open- 
ing of  the  Revolutionary  War  in  America  joined  the 
British  army,  and  came  to  this  country  to  assist  in 
quelling  the  Rebellion.  After  righting  four  years 
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with  the  “rod  coats"  lie  became  converted  to  the 
Colonial  cause,  and  from  that  time  until  the  close  of 
the  war  fought  under  Gen.  Washington.  After  the 
restoration  of  peace,  he  married  and  settled  in 
Georgia,  whore  he  spent  the  rest  of  his  days  as  a 
minister  of  the  Baptist  Church,  his  death  occur- 
ring in  ISIS.  His  son, Henry,  was  brought  up  to  a 
farm  life  in  Georgia,  and  after  remaining  there 
until  IS5G  he  removed  to  Randolph  County,  Ala., 
where  he  spent  the  rest  of  his  days,  dying  in  1884. 
Ho  was  a soldier  in  the  War  of  1812,  also  the 
Indian  War  of  1S36,  and  was  a member  of  the 
Missionary  Baptist  Church,  as  was  also  his 
wife.  He  was  married  to  Miss  Edwards,  whose 
birth  occurred  in  1 TU 4 . she  being  a daughter  of 
Reuben  Edwards.  She  died  in  1887,  having 
borne  a family  of  sixteen  children,  nine  of  whom 
are  still  living:  Susan  (now  Mrs.  Ogletree,  of  Ala- 
bama), Nancy  (Mrs.  Leftridge  of  that  State), 
Martha  (Mrs.  Chaliu.  of  Alabama),  William  Henry 
(the  subject  of  this  sketch),  Francis  M.  (a  farmer  of 
Alabama),  Mary  C.  (Mrs.  Ogletree,  of  Alabama), 
Milly  (Mrs.  Cockrell,  of  Alabama),  Jerry  M.  (a 
farmer  of  Texas),  and  Emily  (Mrs.  Bean,  of  Texas). 
Mr.  Dingier,  the  immediate  subject  of  this  memoir, 
remained  in  Arkansas  until  1855,  since  which  time 
the  State  of  Arkansas  has  been  his  home.  From 
here  he  enlisted,  in  1 802.  in  the  Twenty-fourth 
Arkansas  Infantry,  but  at  the  end  of  one  year  was 
transferred  to  Hodskiss'  battalion  of  heavy  field 
artillery,  with  which  he  served  until  the  close, 
being  in  the  engagements  at  Arkansas  Post, 
Fredericksburg,  Va..  Hoover's  Gap,  Chiclcamauga, 
Missionary  Ridge,  all  the  engagements  of  Bragg's 
retreat,  the  Georgia  campaign,  the  battle  of 
Franklin  under  Hood,  and  Nashville.  He  was 
captured  at  Arkansas  Post,  and  taken  to  Camp 
Douglas,  Chicago,  where  he  was  kept  until 
April  30,  1 803,  when  he  was  exchanged.  Mr. 
Dingier  was  married  in  1856  to  Miss  Drucilla 
Crane,  who  was  born  in  Tennessee  in  1830,  a 
daughter  of  Dixon  Crane,  a native  of  Georgia. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Dingier  have  had  four  children  born 
to  them,  all  of  whom  are  living:  Sarah  E.  (Mrs. 
Smith  of  this  county).  Nancy  F.  (Mrs.  Sanders), 
Henry  D.  and  Christopher  C.  By  hard  work  and 
good  management  Dir.  Dingier  has  succeeded  in 
accumulating  a sufficient  amount  of  this  world’s 
goods  to  supply  himself  and  family  with  all 
the  necessaries  of  life,  and  is  now  the  owner  of 
some  line  land,  amounting  to  240  acres,  about  75 
of  which  are  under  cultivation.  Both  Mr.  Dingier 
and  his  wife  are  members  of  the  Baptist  Church, 
as  are  their  children  also,  and  he  is  a member  of 
th«>  Masonic  fraternity,  and  a Democrat. 


Dave  Dixon  is  a successful  hardware  merchant 
of  Magnolia,  Ark.,  and  his  reputation  as  an  upright 
and  honorable  man  of  business  extends  through 
out  the  surrounding  as  well  as  this  county.  Al- 
! though  he  was  born  in  Alabama,  in  1835  he  was 
| brought  to  this  county  by  his  father  when  quite  a 
I small  boy,  and  here  was  reared  to  honorable  man- 
I hood.  His  parents,  W.  M.  and  Leah  (Miller) 
! Dixon,  were  born  in  South  Carolina  and  Georgia, 

| respectively,  and  in  1822  removed  to  Monroe 
| County,  Ala.,,  locating  at  a later  period  in  Talla- 
dega County,  where  they  remained  for  seventeen 
years,  coming  to  Arkansas  in  1849.  and  settling 
within  six  miles  of  where  the  subject  of  this  sketch 
now  lives.  He  became  a wealthy  farmer  of  this 
county,  and  at  one  time  was  the  owner  of  fifty 

negroes.  He  died  in  1870  and  his  widow  in  188o, 

■ ° 

the  children  born  to  them  numbering  twelve,  four 
i now  living:  Victoria  (wife  of  E.  T.  Hutchison,  of 
; Columbia  County),  Eliza  (wife  of  A.  G.  Hutchison, 
of  Henrietta.  Tex.),  Maggie  (wife  of  John  Coev,  of 
this  city),  and  Dave  (the  immediate  subject  of  this 
; memoir).  The  educational  advantages  which  the 
latter  received  in  his  early  youth  were  very  poor, 
but  by  strict  attention  to  the  business  affairs  of  life 
; and  by  posting  himself  on  the  current  topics  of  the 
; day  he  has  remedied  this  defect,  and  no  man  in  the 
county  is  better  informed  than  he.  In  February. 
1862,  he  joined  Company  B,  Nineteenth  Arkansas 
Infantry,  and  upon  the  reorganization  of  his  com- 
: pany  he  was  elected  to  the  position  of  captain.  He 
! was  clerk  of  the  county  at  the  breaking  out  of  the 
i Rebellion,  but  he  left  the  office  in  charge  of  his 
j deputy,  to  don  his  suit  of  gray  and  shoulder  his 

| musket.  After  his  return  home  he  resumed  his 

duties  of  clerk  of  the  county,  and  this  position 

tilled  until  the  appointment  of  officers  by  Gov. 

Murphy,  when  he  was  thrown  out  and  remained 
| out  of  office  until  1880,  when  he  was  once  more 
elected  to  the  position  of  clerk  for  four  years,  but 
by  the  Reconstruction  Act  he  was  disfranchised 
and  remained  so  until  1872,  when  he  was  re-elected 
for  four  years  and  continued  to  be  chosen  to  the 
same  until  1880.  He  then  retired  from  office,  hav- 
ing served  as  deputy  and  clerk  of  the  county  some 
twenty-five  years,  a fact  that  speaks  louder  than 
words  can  do  as  to  his  popularity  and  efficiency. 
He  has  always  been  courteous  and  kind  to  all 
with  whom  he  has  business  relations,  and  as  a 
citizen,  and  a public-spirited  one,  he  has  not  his  su- 
perior in  this  section.  He  was  married  in  1S58 
to  Miss  Nannie  Pace,  a daughter  of  Alex  and 
Eunice  J.  (McCoy)  Face,  natives  of  Georgia,  who 
came  to’  Arkansas  in  1850. 

Rev.  B.  W.  Du  fur,  minister  and  farmer,  Mag 
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nolia,  Ark.  This  much  revered  and  esteemed  gen 
tleman  was  born  in  Jefferson  County,  111.,  on  No- 
vember 15,  1 S JO,  but  was  reared  in  Missouri  from 
the  age  of  six  years  and  there  received  his  educa-  ! 
tion.  He  left  home  in  1802,  enlisted  in  the  Con- 
federate army,  and  participated  in  the  battles  of  ■ 
Prairie  Grove,  Jenkins’  Ferry  and  others.  He  j 
served  until  the  close  of  the  war.  His  nuptials  i 
with  Miss  Martha  Aldridge,  a native  of  Mississippi, 
born  March  1 1 , 1844,  were  celebrated  in  1 Sf»o, 
in  Columbia  County,  Ark.  They  have  seven  chil 
dreu:  W illiam  F.,  Adelia  A.  (wife  of  A.  G.  Gil- 
lum), Martha  A.,  Laura  J..  Mary  P.,  Rosa  M., 
and  Edmund  D.  In  1808  Mr.  Dufur  moved  back 
to  Missouri,  thence  one  year  later  to  Kansas,  and 
in  the  fall  of  the  same  year  he  moved  to  Benton 
County,  Ark.  In  1871  he  went  to  'Washington  : 
County,  and  in  the  fall  of  1872  he  went  to  Hope,  ; 
Hempstead  County,  engaged  in  merchandising, 
which  he  continued  for  two  years,  and  then'  to 
Columbia  County,  where  he  has  since  made  his 
home.  He  has  720  acres  of  land  located  about 
eleven  miles  northwest  of  the  county  seat,  and  has  : 
seventy-live  acres  under  cultivation.  He  was 
ordained  a minister  of  the  Methodist  Protestant 
Church  on  October  9,  1871,  and  has  been  engaged 
in  preaching  the  gospel  and  ministering  to  the  | 
spiritual  wants  of  his  fellow-men  ever  since  that  j 
time.  His  wife  and  family  are  also  members  of 
that  church.  He  was  made  a Mason  at  Kilgore 
Lodge  No.  81,  in  1884,  and  is  a Master  Mason. 
He  has  also  been  a member  of  the  I.  O.  O.  F. 
since  1SS0.  He  erected  a cotton-gin,  grist-mill, 
and  saw-mill,  in  1884,  at  a cost  of  81.500,  and  he 
does  a general  custom  business.  He  is  a promi- 
nent man  and  an  excellent  citizen.  His  parents, 
Edmund  and  Mary  (Prewett)  Dufur,  were  natives 
of  Ohio  and  Tennessee,  respectively,  the  father 
born  in  1818  and  the  mother  in  1817.  The  father 
died  during  service  in  the  late  war.  The  mother 
is  now  living  in  Queen  City,  Mo. 

Hon.  Reuben  L.  Emerson  is  a prominent  mer- 
chant of  Magnolia,  and  is  also  the  editor  and  pro- 
prietor of  the  Columbia  Banner,  one  of  the  leading 
journals  in  the  county.  His  birth  occurred  on 
May  18,  1847,  near  Rome,  Floyd  County,  Ga. . his 
parents,  John  S.  and  Mary  A.  (Walker)  Emerson, 
being  born  in  North  Carolina,  in  1803  and  1813, 
respectively.  The  former  was  a farmer  by  oecu 
pation,  and  although  he  was  born  in  the  Old 
North  State,  he  was  early  taken  to  Alabama,  and 
afterward  went  to  Georgia.  In  1858  he  settled 
in  Arkansas,  and  purchased  an  improved  farm  in 
Columbia  County,  for  which  he  paid  85  per  acre, 
and  on  this  resided  until  his  death,  which  occurred 


in  1808.  He  was  twice  married,  first  in  North 
Carolina  to  Miss  Sarah  G.  Castles,  who  died  in 
1845,  leaving  live  children,  two  of  whom  survive: 
Mary  A.  (Mrs  Dorset  t),  of  Texas,  and  John  L. . a 
minister  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  of  that 
State.  Mr.  Emerson  was  married  to  Mrs.  ( Walker) 
Emerson,  in  1840,  she  being  the  widow  of  his 
brother,  Thomas  C.  Emerson,  who  died  in  1815, 
leaving,  besides  his  widow,  four  children,  two  now 
living:  Sarah  J.  (widow  of  li.  H.  Emerson,  of 

this  county),  and  Susan  E.  (now  Mrs.  J.  L.  Lin 
ton,  of  this  county).  To  John  S.  and  (Mary  A. 
Emerson  a family  of  four  children  were  born: 
Reuben  L. , Martha  C.  (who  was  the  wife  of  Charles 
G.  Kyle,  and  died  in  this  county),  Lewis  M.  (a 
farmer,  and  a resident  of  Indian  Territory),  and 
Harriette  A.  (deceased).  The  parents  of  these 
children  were  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  South,  and  on  the  old  farm  in  Arkansas, 
the  mother  passed  from  this  life  in  1S76.  The 
paternal  grandfather,  James  M.  Emerson,  was  of 
Scotcli-Irish  descent,  and  is  supposed  to  have  been 
related  to  Harry  Emerson,  a Revolutionary  soldier. 
Reuben  L.  Emerson,  the  immediate  subject  of  this 
sketch,  has  been  a resident  of  Columbia  County, 
Ark.,  since  he  was  eleven  years  of  ago,  and  there 
received  a good  education  in  the  country  schools. 
Upon  attaining  his  majority  he  began  working  for 
himself  as  a clerk  in  a store  in  Camden,  a position 
he  retained  for  two  years,  being  also  engaged  in 
teaching  during  the  summer  seasons  cf  these  years. 
At  the  end  of  this  time  he  returned  to  Columbia 
County,  and  continued  to  farm  the  old  homestead 
until  1877,  when  he  entered  a tract  of  280  acres 
in  Mississippi  Township,  where  he  continued  to 
make  his  homo  for  two  years.  In  1879  he  moved 
to  Magnolia  and  purchased  the  Columbia  Banner, 
the  only  paper  published  in  the  county  at  that 
time,  it  being  the  leading  Democratic  organ  in  the 
same  at  the  present  time,  its  subscription  list  com- 
prising 1,050  names.  In  1884  Mr.  Emerson  pur- 
chased the  interest  of  A.  J.  Dennis,  in  the  mer- 
cantile establishment  known  as  Dennis  <fc  Emerson, 
after  which  the  firm  was  known  as  Emerson  A 
Emerson  until  the  spring  of  18S8,  when  Reuben 
L.  Emerson  became  sole  proprietor,  and  is  doing 
a paying  business.  In  1880  Mr.  Emerson  and  Z. 
L.  Daniel  established  a real  estate  office  in  Mag- 
nolia, the  first  one  to  be  opened  here,  and  Mr. 
Emerson  still  gives  his  attention  to  this  work,  and 
commands  the  largest  patronage  in  the  county. 
He  also  deals  in  scrips  and  warrants  of  all  kinds, 
and  now  carries  the  county  indebtedness. ' Re  is 
one  of  the  leading  Democrats  of  the  county,  and  is 
the  present  secretary  of  the  County  Central  Demo- 
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era  tic  Committee,  a position  be  has  filled  faithfully 
for  the  past,  six  years.  He  is  also  secretary  of 
both  the  senatorial  and  judicial  executive  commit- 
lees.  Mr.  Emerson  is  a man  who  possesses  a 
brilliant  intellect,  and  his  judgment  on  all  matters 
of  public  interests  is  of  the  soundest.  His  ability 
was  recognized  in  1 S S 1 by  his  Democratic  friends 
electing  him  to  the  State  Legislature,  a position  he 
tilled  byr  re-election  until  1SS5.  Since  which  time 
he  has  persistently  refused  to  become  a candidate 
for  any'  official  position  whatever,  preferring  to  de- 
vote his  entire  time  and  attention  to  his  business 
affairs.  While  residing  on  his  farm,  he  was  post- 
master of  Brister,  and  was  also  school  director  for 
about  twelve  years,  and  school  examiner  of  the 
county  for  fivey'ears,  which  office  he  still  holds.  He 
is  now  secretary  of  the  town  school  board,  and  is 
president  of  the  Magnolia  Female  College,  of  which 
lie  was  the  principal  founder  and  incorporator. 
He  h as  ever  been  interested  in  educational  matters, 
and  is  president  of  the  Select  Literary  Society  of 
Magnolia,  and  although  himself  self-educated  he 
is  one  of  the  most  intelligent  and  best-posted  men 
of  the  county'.  He  has  been  devoted  to  his  busi- 
ness interests,  and  his  present  property,  which 
amounts  to  about  $30,000,  he  has  accumulated  byT 
his  own  industry'  and  good  management.  He  is 
the  owner  of  about  0,000  acres  of  land  in  Co- 
lumbia County,  besides  a large  amount  of  valua- 
ble real  estate  iu  Magnolia,  including  two  large 
store  buildings,  college  building,  and  four  large 
and  several  small  residences.  He  was  married  in 
1870  to  Miss  Sarai  Young,  who  was  born  in  Ala- 
bama in  1845,  a daughter  of  Simeon  and  Sarah 
Young.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Emerson  are  members  of 
the  Methodist  Protestant  and  Missionary'  Baptist 
Churches,  respectively,  and  are  the  parents  of  the 
following  family  of  children:  Mallie,  Alice,  Mary, 

Sarai  Donan,  and  two  children  that  died  in  infancy. 

William  E.  Farrar,  farmer,  Magnolia,  Ark. 
The  father  of  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  Peter  Far- 
rar, was  a farmer  in  his  earlier  days,  but  emigrated 
from  Georgia  to  Columbia  County,  Ark.,  in  1849, 
and  during  the  latter  part  of  his  life  was  in  the 
hotel  business  at  Magnolia.  He  was  among  the 
first  settlers  of  this  county',  and  with  them  endured 
many  privations.  He  married  Miss  Lucy  Tolbert 
Stamps,  who  died  in  Columbia  County  during  the 
. war.  The  paternal  grandfather  was  Peter  Farrar, 
n i II i am  E.  Farrar  was  horn  in  ibis  county  May  2, 
1S'>3,  and  was  the  third  son  of  four  sons  and  live 
daughters,  six  of  whom  are  living— the  result  of 
•he  above  mentioned  union.  His  parents  being  in 
straightened  circumstances,  he  was  obliged  to  assist 
on  the  farm,  and  as  a consequence  his  education 


was  rather  limited.  Ho  made  considerable  property 
up  to  1870,  hut  lost  nearly  all  he  had  by' an  ovevilow 
of  Bed  lliver.  Since  that  time  he  has  worked 
hard,  economized,  and  is  now  the  owner  of  700 
acres  of  land,  with  200  acres  under  cultivation. 
His  home  farm  is  located  eight  miles  west  of  the 
county'  seat,  and  is  a line  piece  of  land.  He  has 
four  different  tracts  of  land,  and  is  a wide-awake, 
industrious  farmer.  He  chose  for  his  companion 
in  life  Miss  Francenia  Bolger,  a native  of  Georgia, 
born  September  14,  1856.  and  the  daughter  of  J. 
51,  ami  Lucy  Bolger,  both  residents  of  this  county. 
The  nuptials  were  celebrated  ou  January  9,  1877, 
and  have  been  blessed  by  the  birth  of  six  children 
— two  sons  and  four  daughters:  Ammie,  John, 

Etta,  James,  Susie  and  Lizzie.  Mr.  Farrar  has  always 
been  a resident  of  this  county',  and  is  one  of  the 
substantial  citizens  of  the  same.  He  is  a Democrat, 
and  his  first  presidential  vote  was  for  S.  J.  Tilden. 
Socially',  he  is  a member  of  the  Farmers’  Alliance. 
Mrs.  Farrar  is  a member  of  the  Missionary'  Bap- 
tist Church. 

Rev.  W.  J.  Fears  has  been  a resident  of  this 
section  since  the  winter  of  1870,  at  which  time  he 
came  thither  with  his  parents,  \Y.  T.  and  Frances 
(Fears)  Fears,  from  Georgia,  where  lie  was  born  in 
1853,  being  the  eldest  of  their  three  children. 
The  father  was  a farmer,  and  while  a resident  of 
Georgia  held  the  office  of  justice  of  the  peace  for 
a number  of  years.  When  the  Rebellion  opened 
he  joined  the  Confederate  army  as  sergeant  under 
Capt.  Key',  and  was  with  the  Army'  of  Virginia 
under  Gen.  Lee.  At  the  battle  of  Seven  Pines 
he  was  wounded  in  the  mouth  by'  a minie- 
ball,  which  knocked  out  quite  a number  of  his 
teeth,  the  ball  coming  out  ou  the  left  side  of  his 
face.  He  was  wounded  in  the  hand  at  Getty's- 
burg  and  also  took  part  in  the  engagement  at 
Richmond,  in  fact,  participating  in  nearly  all  the 
engagements  fought  by  Gen.  B.  E.  Lee.  After 
receiving  the  wound  at  Seven  Pines,  he  was  de- 
tailed home  to  provide  provisions  for  the  army, 
and  during  Sherman's  raid  through  Jasper  County, 
Ga..  he  was  in  hiding  in  the  fastnesses  of  the 
mountains,  to  avoid  falling  into  the  enemy's 
hands.  As  above  stated,  he  came  to  Arkansas  in 
1870,  reaching  this  place  on  Christmas  day.  He 
soon  after  purchased  the  farm  of  920  acres,  on 
which  the  subject  now  resides,  and  of  all  this  land 
about  200  acres  were  under  cultivation,  300  acres 
being  improved  at  the  time  of  his  death.  He  was 
very  successful  in  his  operations  as  a farmer,  and 
soon  became  known  as  one  of  the  neatest  and 
most  thoroughgoing  farmers  of  this  section  of 
the  country,  and  his  crops  of  cotton  and  corn  wore 
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exception  ally  large.  He  died  on  March  14,  1888. 
of  paralysis  of  the  throat  and  tongue,  supposed  to 
have  been  caused  by  the  wound  received  at  Seven 
Pines.  His  wife  died  in  1878,  both  having  been 
worthy  members  of  the  Christian  Church,  he  being 
also  a member  of  the  A.  F.  A A.  AJ. . the  Agri- 
cultural "Wheel  and  the  Orange.  The  following  are 
the  children  boru  to  himself  and  wife:  W.  J.,  Francis 
B.  (deceased),  and  Elizabeth  (wife  of  I.  W.  Couch, 
of  this  county).  \V.  J.  Fears  obtained  his  early 
education  in  the  schools  of  Georgia,  and  at  the 
age  of  twenty  years  began  farming  for  himself  on 
land  given  him  by  his  father  and  father-in  law. 
After  residing  on  this  place  for  twelve  years,  he,  in 
1889,  moved  on  the  farm  where  he  now  resides, 
his  principal  crops  being  cotton  and  corn.  Like 
his  father  he  is  a neat  and  thrifty  farmer,  and  hav- 
ing followed  this  calling  all  his  life,  he  thoroughly 
understands  efery  department  of  the  work.  He 
was  married,  May  10,  1873,  to  Miss  Ella  E.  Zach- 
ery,  and  by  her  has  an  interesting  family  of  three 
children:  James  T. , Jesse  E.  and  Bonnie  G. 
Fannie  F.,  another  child,  is  deceased.  Mrs. 
Fears  was  born  on  August  30.  1850,  and  she  and 
Mr.  F ears  belong  to  the  Christian  Church,  of 
which  he  has  been  a minister  since  August,  1888. 

John  "W.  Fields,  a well-known  and  prominent 
resident  of  this  section  of  the  country,  is  a native 
of  this  county,  born  on  March  19,  1852,  a son  of 
Aaron  T.  and  Eliza  I.  (Blackburn)  Fields,  the 
former  born  in  Cass  County,  S.  C. , June  16,  1814. 
and  the  latter  in  Alabama,  February  7,  1829.  their 
union  taking  place  in  the  State  of  Mississippi  in 
1840.  Mr.  Fields  was  a farmer  throughout  life, 
and  when  a young  man  he  went  to  Missis-ippi  and 
there  made  his  home  until  1849,  when  he  deter- 
mined to  “pitch  his  tent”  in  the  State  of  Arkansas,  , 
and  until  his  death, which  occurred  in  1870,  he  was  ’ 
an  honored  resident  of  Columbia  County.  To  i 
them  a family  of  eleven  children  were  born,  only  ! 
three  of  whom  survive:  Robert  I.  and  John  W. 
(who  are  twins),  and  Eli  (a  farmer  of  this  county),  j 
The  father  was  a member  of  the  Masonic  order, 
and  his  widpw,  who  makes  her  home  with  the  subject  ; 
of  this  sketch,  is  a consistent  member  of  the  Bap- 
tist Church.  The  paternal  grandparents  were  Eli 
and  Elizabeth  (Mann)  Fields, aud  the  great-grand- 
father also  bore  the  name  of  Eli,  and  was  of  Irish 
descent.  The  mother's  parents  were  William  M. 
and  Mary  M.  (Caseinger)  Blackburn,  natives  of  Ala- 
bama and  North  Carolina,  respectively,  the  former's 
parents  being  natives  of  England.  John  IN'. Fields, 
whose  name  heads  this  sketch  has  resided  all.  his 
life  in  Columbia  County,  Ark. , and  in  1870  began 
doing  for  himself,  tilling  his  father’s  old  farm. 


! Thinking  to  better  his  condition, ho  moved  to  Texas 
in  1874,  but  after  a three  years'  residence  in  that 
| State  he  returned  to  his  native  county.  The  fol- 
j lowing  year  he  purchased  his  present  farm,  which 
consists  of  240  acres,  and  now  has  about  100  acres 
under  the  plow.  He  was  married  on  December  21. 
1809, to  Miss  Sally  Hancock,  who  was  born  in  Ran- 
dolph County,  Ala.,  in  1851,  a daughter  of  Herod 
j and  Nancy  (Iiowell)  Hancock.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Fields 
have  had  a family  of  three  children  born  to  them, 
William  M.  and  Nora  I,,  being  the  onlv  ones  living. 
Mr.  Fields  is  a Democrat,  a member  of  the  County 
Wheel,  and  his  wife  is  a.  member  of  the  Methodist 
; Episcopal  Church,  South. 

Dave  Futcb,  farmer,  College  Hill,  Ark.  In 
! the  history  of  Columbia  County,  in  its  develop- 
ment, growth  and  continued  advance  to  communi- 
ties of  wealth  and  influence,  Mr.  Futch  lias  borne  a 
prominent  part..  He  has  been  a resident  of  this 
countv  since  1859,  and  is  one  of  the  old  settlers 
and  respected  citizens.  His  birth  occurred  near 
Greenville,  Ala.,  on  May  12,  1830,  and  he  is  the 
son  of  Isaac  Futch,  who  was  born  in  North  Caro- 
lina on  May  9,  1795,  and  the  grandson  of  Jacob 
Futch,  who  was  of  German  descent.  The  father 
was  reared  in  North  Carolina,  and  was  married  in 
Alabama  to  Miss  Susannah  Mancill.  who  was  born 
in  South  Carolina  on  January  23.  1794.  The  father 
died  in  Camden,  W'ilcox  County,  Ala.,  in  1868, 
and  the  mother  in  the  same  county  in  1880.  She 
was  the  daughter  of  William  Mancill,  who  was 
of  English  descent.  Dave  Futch,  the  third  of  four 
children,  only  two  now  living,  remained  in  Ala- 
bama until  nineteen  years  of  age,  and  received  his 
education  in  the  common  schools.  In  1850  he 
emigrated  to  Florida,  from  there,  in  1851,  he  went 
to  Jackson  Parish,  La,,  and  from  there  to  what  is 
now  Ouachita  County,  Ark.,  in  1852.  After  re- 
maining there  about  six  months,  they  went  to  what 
is  now  Columbia  County,  where  he  has  since  re- 
sided, except  two  years  that  he  spent  in  Drew 
County,  Ark.,  and  Louisiana,  Since  that  time 
this  county  has  been  his  permanent  home.  In 
1861  Mr.  Futch  enlisted  in  the  Confederate  army 
in  Ouachita  Guards,  Third  Arkansas  Cavalry,  and 
served  until  the  close  of  the  war.  He  was  shot  in 
the  left  hand  by  a bullet  at  Thompson's  Station, 
near  Spring  Hill.  Term.,  and  at  that  time  was  in 
all  the  principal  tights,  from  Dalton.  Ga. , to  At- 
lanta. He  was  taken  prisoner  at  Abbeville,  Miss., 
in  December,  1863,  was  conveved  to  Holly  Springs. 
M iss.,  and  was  there  released  by  Gen.  Van  Dorn's 
cavalry,  and  restored  to  his  company  twenty  days 
after  being  taken.  At  the  close  of  the  war  he  re- 
turned to  Columbia  Countv,  when  he  was  there 
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married,  on  Murcli  12,  lSbo,  to  Aliss  Alary  L.  A\  ar- 
i„>ck.  who  was  horn  in  Ouachita  County.  Ark.,  in 
1 S TO,  and  who  is  the  mother  of  live  sons  and  five 
daughters,  four  sous  and  five  daughters  now  liv- 
ing: William  L.,  Margaret  (teaching  school  in 
Louisiana),  Mary  V.  (teaching  school),  David  L. . 
San  Jane.  I1'.,  Texas  P.,  Robert.  A.,  Isaac,  Nancy 
A nn,  am  I Fred  A.  (deceased).  Mr.  Futeh  has  180 
acres  of  land  located  thirteen  miles  north  of  the 
county  seat,  and  has  lifty  acres  under  cultivation, 
lie  was  made  a Mason  at  Ouachita  County  in  1855. 
lie  is  a Democrat  in  politics,  and  his  first  presiden- 
tial vote  was  for  James  Buchanan,  lie  takes  a 
deep  interest  in  all  matters  calculated  to  benefit  his 
county,  and  is  a prominent  citizen.  Airs.  Futeh  is 
a member  of  the  Missionary  Baptist  Church,  and 
our  subject  believes  with  the  old  Primitive  Baptist 
Church. 

Airs.  Alary  E.  Futeh,  wife  of  Dave  Futcli,  was 
born  near  Camden,  Ouachita  County,  Ark.,  on 
August  31,  1815.  She  is  a great-granddaughter 
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of  John  Warnock,  who  emigrated  from  Ireland 
about,  the  beginning  of  the  Revolutionary  War,  and 
enlisted  in  tlio  American  army,  and  served  until 
the  close  of  the  war.  He  married  a Aliss  Yanderver, 
of  Irish  descent,  and  settled  in  South  Carolina, 
and  there  resided  until  his  death;  and  she  is  the 
grand- daughter  of  Robert  War  node,  who  was 
born  in  Pendleton  District,  S.  C.,  in  the  year. 

1 701.  He  married  Aliss  Lueretia  AIcGraw,  of 
Fairfield  District.  S.  C.,  of  Scotch  descent,  who 
was  born  in  1790,  and  died  in  Ouachita  County, 
Ark.,  in  1802.  Robert  Warnock.  the  grandfather 
of  our  subject,  served  in  the  Florida  War  as  cap- 
tain of  an  Alabama  company,  where  he  had  emi- 
grated. In  1840  he  came  to  Hempstead  County, 
Ark. , to  seek  a location.  He  brought  his  family, 
in  1841,  settled  near  Camden.  Ouachita  County, 
Ark.,  where  he  died  in  1845.  Andrew  P.  War- 
nock,  the  father  of  Airs.  Futeh,  was  born  February 
5,  1825,  in  Autauga  County,  Ala.,  and  there  reared 
until  sixteen  years  of  age.  Then,  with  his  father’s 
family  he  emigrated  to  Ouachita  County,  Ark. 
In  the  year  1844  he  was  married  to  Aliss  Alar- 
garet.  A.  Walker,  who  was  born  Alarcii  10.  1829. 
in  Madison  County,  Ala.,  and  emigrated  to  Oua- 
chita County,  Ark.,  in  the  year,  1840,  with  John 
Walker,  her  father,  who  was  of  Irish  descent. 

I lie  mother  of  our  subject,  died  June  23,  1801. 
The  fat, hoi  • served  in  the  Confederate  army,  in 
Capt.  Paid  Dismnko's  Company  of  heavy  artil- 
lery, was  in  the  siege  of  Vicksburg,  and  was  at  Alex- 
andria, La.,  when  the  war  closed.  In  1804  he  was 
married,  the  second  time,  to  Aliss  AI.  J.  M.  Thomp- 
son, who  was  born  and  reared  in  Mississippi.  He 


j was  a farmer  and  a Democrat,  a M’ason  of  good 
standing;  lie  served  Columbia  County  officially 
several  terms;  he  died  April  21,  1878.  Alary  F. 
Futeh,  the  eldest  of  ten  children — eigh  are  now 
! living — remained  in  Ouachita  County  until  six  years 
of  age,  when  her  father,  in  1851,  emigrated  to 
what  is  now  Columbia  County,  Aide.,  where  she 
lias  since  resided,  except  one  year  spent  in  Hill 
County,  Tex.  She  received  her  education  in  the 
, common  schools,  and  was  married  to  Dave  Futcli 
i on  A larch  12,  1SG5.  She  joined  the  Alissionary 
Baptist  Church.  August  IS,  1872. 

J.  A.  Gaines,  farmer,  College  Hill,  Ark.  The 
ancestors  of  Air.  Gaines  on  the  father’s  side  were 
j originally  from  AYules,  seven  brothers  having  em- 
j ignited  from  that  country  to  the  United  States  at 
| an  early  date  and  settled  in  Virginia.  From  these 
have  originated  all  the  Gaineses  now  in  America. 
The  great  grandfather  of  our  subject,  Edward 
Gaines,  was  in  the  war  of  the  Revolution,  and  the 
! grandfather,  Edward  L.  Gaines,  was  a native  of 
j the  Old  Dominion.  The  father  of  our  subject, 
j James  E.  Gaines,  was  also  a native  of  Virginia 
I and  died  in  Gallatin,  Tenn.,  in  April,  1881.  He 
married  Aliss  Henrietta  Bradford,  a native  of  4Tir- 
; giriia,  who  died  in  September,  1849.  They  were 
the  parents  of  six  children — two  sons  and  four 
daughters — four  now  living,  of  whom  J.  A.  Gaines 
is  second  in  order  of  birth.  The  latter  resided  in 
Kentucky  until  thirteen  years  of  age,  and  then 
moved  with  his  parents  to  Tennessee,  where  he 
finished  his  growth.  In  Nashville,  Tenn.,  in  1859, 
his  marriage  to  Aliss  Sallie  E.  Estes,  a native  of 
I Davidson  County,  Tenn.,  born  June  11,  1832,  oc- 
curred, and  to  them  were  born  six  children — four 
sons  and  two  daughters:  Lina  (wife  of  Dr.  Robin 
! son).  Edgar  L.,  AVintie  (wife  of  Joseph  Watson, 
resides  in  Kentucky),  Parnish,  Albert  F.  and  AY i 11  - 
iam  C.  Air.  Gaines  came  to  Columbia  County. 
Ark.,  in  1887,  and  is  the  owner  of  300  acres  of 
land  with  about  120  acres  under  cultivation,  located 
twelve  miles  north  of  the  county  seat.  He  is  an 
enterprising  citizen,  and  takes  a decided  interest 
. in  all  things  pertaining  to  the  welfare  of  his  com- 
munity. Air.  Gaines  is  a Democrat,  and  his  tirst 
presidential  vote  was  for  J.  C.  Breckinridge.  He 
and  wife  are  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  South. 

William  J.  Garrard,  farmer  and  county  assess 
or,  Sharman,  Ark.  Air.  Garrard,  well  known  to 
almost  all  residents  of  this  portion  of  the  county, 
was  born  October  4,  1830,  and  like  many  of  the 
prominent  men  of  the  county,  is  a native  of  Geor 
j gia.  His  parents,  John  and  Martha  (Kendrick) 
Garrard, "were  natives  of  the  same  State,  and  the 
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former  died  there  about  1840.  The  mother  died 
in  this  county  in  about  1878.  They  were  the  par- 
ents of  fourteen  children — seven  sons  and  seven 
daughters — only  one,  a sister,  now  living,  besides 
our  subject.  William  J.  Garrard,  the  youngest  of 
the  above-mentioned  children,  remained  in  Geor- 
gia until  fourteen  years  of  age,  and  in  1850  came 
to  this  county  with  his  sister  and  brother-in-law. 
Here  he  has  resided  ever  since.  His  sympathies 
were  with  the  Southern  cause  during  the  late  war, 
and  in  1801  he  enlisted  in  the  Confederate  army, 
but  did  not  gp  into  service  until  1802,  when  he  was 
placed  in  Company  G,  with  Asa  Morgan  as  colonel 
of  the  regiment.  He  entered  the  ranks  as  a pri- 
vate, but  was  promoted  to  the  position  of  second 
lieutenant,  holding  the  same  until  wounded  at  Prai- 
rie Grove.  There  he  had  his  right  arm  shot  off, 
and  was  afterward  discharged.  Since  then  he  has 
been  engaged  in  farming,  and  in  1 STS  he  was 
elected  county  assessor,  which  position  he  held. for 
six  years.  In  1880  he  was  elected  to  the  same 
office,  and  is  now  acting  in  that  capacity  to  the  en- 
tire satisfaction  of  all.  On  September  19,  1800. 
he  was  married  to  Miss  Sarah  A.  C.  Jack,  a native 
of  Georgia,  born  in  1840.  She  died  during  the 
war  with  small-pox.  Her  father,  William  C.  Jack, 
was  a man  of  education,  and  a prominent  citizen 
of  this  county,  whither  he  had  moved  in  1849.  He 
was  educated  as  a lawyer,  but  became  a very  prom- 
inent school  teacher.  He  died  in  Louisiana,  in 
1888.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Garrard  were  born  two 
children — a son  and  a daughter — both  deceased. 
Mr.  Garrard's  second  marriage  occurred  in  1867, 
with  Miss  Sarah  C.  Black,  a native  of  Mississippi, 
bom  in  1840.  and  the  daughter  of  Alex  P.  and 
Caroline  M.  (Drake)  Black,  the  mother  a relative 
of  Si)'  Francis  Drake.  Mr.  Garrard  and  his  pres- 
ent wife  had  seven  children,  three  sons  and  one 
daughter  now  living:  Alfred.  Caroline,  John  S. 
and  Samuel  J.  Mr.  Garrard  has  a fine  farm  of 
280  acres,  100  acres  in  the  home  place:  with  about 
fifty  acres  under  cultivation,  and  this  is  situated 
about  twelve  miles  southwest  of  Magnolia,  and  two 
miles  and  a half  north  of  Sharman.  He  has 
resided  where  he  now  lives  since  1880,  and  is  one 
of  the  substantial  men  of  Georgia  Township.  He 
is  a member  of  the  Wheel,  and  in  his  politics  is 
strictly  Democratic,  his  iirst  presidential  vote  be- 
ing for  Breckinridge.  He  and  Mr-;.  Garrard  arc 
members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 
South,  and  are  upright,  straightforward  citizens. 

Samuel  Annias  Godbold,  farmer,  Delta.  Ark. 
Mr.  Godbold  is  a native-born  resident  of  this 
county,  his  birth  occurring  on  the  place  where  he 
now  resides  on  September  22,  186-1,  and  is  one  of 


j the  wide  awake,  stirring  young  agriculturists  of 
the  county.  His  parents,  Daniel  Perry  and  Lu 
j cretin  (Johnson)  Godbold,  were  natives  of  South 
! Carolina  and  Tennessee,  respectively,  the  father 
born  in  1826.  and  the  mother  on  August  10,  18-11. 
j Daniel  P.  Godbold  emigrated  from  South  Carolina 
i to  this  county  in  1849,  and  was  married  at  Wood  - 
| lawn,  Ouachita  County  shortly  afterward.  He 
and  wife  were  very  early  settlers  of  this  county. 

I and  located  where  the  family  reside  in  1860.  Here 
| the  mother  died  on  February  2,  1860,  and  the 
father  in  1872.  The  latter  was  a member  of  the 
I Masonic  order.  The  paternal  grandfather,  Annias 
j Godbold,  was  of  English  descent.  Of  the  seven 
j children  born  to  this  union,  Samuel  Annias  God 
| bold  was  the  fifth  in  order  of  birth,  and  all  are 
j living  and  named  as  follows:  William  N. , Mary  E. 
(wife  of  R.  II.  Moore),  May  (wife  of  J.  F.  Martin). 
Maggie  (at  home).  Rachel  E.  and  Daniel.  Samuel 
| A.  Godbold  was  reared  and  educated  at  the  com- 
| toon  schools  of  Columbia  County,  as  were  all  of  the 
other  children,  and  the  fine  farm  on  which  he  lives, 

, consisting  of  1.120  acres,  with  350  acres  under  cul 
; tivation,  is  located  fifteen  miles  north  of  the  county 
I seat.  He  is  an  enterprising  tiller  of  the  soil,  and 
i is  thorough  and  progressive  in  all  his  methods. 

' The  maternal  grandfather  of  our  subject  was  a 
native  of  Ireland,  and  came  to  the  United  States 
: with  his  parents  when  but  a boy,  settling  near 
! Camden,  Tenn.  He  came  to  Ouachita  County, 

| Ark.,  and  settled  at  Woodlawn  at  an  early  day. 
i He  was  a merchant  and  farmer,  and  was  also  a 
j large  slave  holder.  The  Godbolds  and  Johnsons 
! were  prominent  families.  Annias  Godbold  was 
! present  at  the  first  court  held  in  Columbia  County. 

| and  was  the  man  who  gave  Magnolia  its  name. 

Dr.  John  Goode  is  a merchant  as  well  as  a med- 
ical practitioner  at  Magnolia,  Ark. , but  is  especially 
! well  knowm  in  the  former  capacity,  and  his  skill 
j and  talent  have  been  exercised  in  many  homes 
throughout  the  county.  His  birth  occurred  in 
; Thomaston,  Upson  County,  Ga.,  in  1838,  he  being 
j the  second  of  seven  children  born  to  Thomas  W . 

and  Amanda  Y.  (Minor)  Goode,  native  Virginians. 

I The  father  was  a well-known  and  successful  attor- 
ney of  Georgia,  and  practiced  in  nearly,  if  not 
j quite  all  the  courts  of  the  State.  He  was  a mem 
) her  of  the  State  Legislature  for  many  years,  both 
| as  a Representative  and  Senator.  His  death,  which 
i occurred  in  1859  (he  at  that  time  being  fifty-nine 
! years  of  age)  was  regretted  by  all  who  knew  him. 

; He  was  a consistent  member  of  the  Baptist  Church. 

and  his  wife,  whose  death  occurred  in  1857,  was  a 
| member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  South. 

; and  an  earnest  Christian.  The  following  are  tire 
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members  of  their  family  now  living:  C.  T.  (who 

was  a colonel  during  the  late  war.  in  the  Tenth 
Confederate  Infantry,  took-a  prominent  part  in  the 
engagements  in  the  East  during  the  war.  and  was 
twice  wounded,  being  shot  through  the  right  thigh 
and  in  the  breast.  He  also  had  two  horses  shot 
from  under  him.  He  served  two  years  in  the  Army 
of  Virginia  as  major,  then  returned  home  and 
raised  a regiment,  of  which  he  was  made  colonel, 
which  was  known  as  the  Tenth  Confederate  Regi- 
ment. and  which  became  a part  of  Gen.  Johnson's 
army.  He  participated  in  many  hard-fought  bat- 
tles. and  after  the  war  came  home  and  began  the 
practice  of  law.  in  partnership  with  Gen.  Warren, 
of  Perry,  Ga.  He  was  one  of  the  most  prominent 
men  of  the  State,  and  was  one  of  the  framers  of 
the  present  constitution  of  that  State.  He  has 
represented  Sumter  County,  Ga. , in  the  Stake 
Legislature,  and  at  the  time  of  his  death,  in  1874. 
at  the  age  of  thirty-eight  or  thirty-nine  years,  he  was1 
a candidate  for  Congress.  He  was  known  as  the 


“Silver-tongued  Orator  of  Georgia,”  au  appellation 
which  was  very  appropriate),  the  next  in  order  of 
birth  was  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  and  following 
him  came  Dr.  James  G.  (who  died  when  quite 
young,  having  been  local  editor  of  the  Macon  Tele- 
graph. He  was  also  connected  with  other  papers, 
hut  never  practiced  his  profession),  Julia  G.  (is 
the  wife  of  Col.  G.  P.  Smoote.  of  Prescott.  Ark.), 
Col.  S.  R.  (deceased,  was  a resident  of  Hot  Springs, 
Ark.),  B.  W.  (is  a druggist  of  that  place),  and  Bes- 
sie (is  the  wife  of  H.  C.  Davis  of  that  place i.  Dr. 
John  Goode  obtained  a fair  knowledge  of  books  in 
his  native  town,  and  at  the  age  of  eighteen  years 
he  entered  the  office  of  Dr.  Harwell  of  that  place, 
and  began  his  medical  studies  under  his  directions. 
At  the  end  of  one  year  he  had  acquired  a sufficient 
knowledge  of  this  calling  to  enter  the  Jefferson 
Medical  College  of  Philadelphia.  Penn.  He  then 
attended  the  Medical  University  of  New  York,  at 
New  York  City,  and  graduated  from  the  same  the 
following  year;  then  returned  to  his  native  citv, 
and  opened  an  office,  and  was  there  in  active  prac- 
tice at  the  beginning  of  the  war.  He  immediately 
entered  the  Confederate  service  as  assistant  sur- 
geon of  the  Thirty -second  Georgia  Infantry,  a po- 
sition he  retained  for  six  months,  when  he  was 
called  home  by  the  death  of  his  father,  who  had 
made  him  executor  of  his  large  estate.  After  some 
time  he  and  Col.  E.  A.  Shivey  raised  a company  of 
infantry,  of  which  he  was  chosen  first  lieutenant, 
it  being  attached  to  Col.  Lofton’s  regiment  of  the 
Army  of  the  Tennessee.  At  the  end  of  six  months 
lm  was  called  before  the  Medical  Board  at  Macon. 
-Miss.,  and  was  commissioned  a surgeon  of  the  Con- 
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federate  army,  and  was  assigned  to  duty  in  the 
Newsom  and  Frank  Ramsey  Hospitals,  being  there 
nearly  all  the  latter  portion  of  the  war.  He  was 
at  Forsythe,  Ga.,  at  the  time  of  the  surrender,  and 
after  his  return  home  he  resumed  the  practice  of 
his  calling,  moving  a short  time  later  to  Southwest 
Georgia,  near  Americus,  where  he  practiced  his 
profession  for  two  years.  Since  186U  he  has  re 
sided  in  the  State  of  Arkansas,  and  nearly  all  this 
time  having  been  a resident  of  Magnolia.  He  has 
met  with  good  success  in  the  practice  of  his  pro- 
fession, did  the  largest  practice  of  any  physi- 
cian in  the  county,  and  until  his  retirement  from  au 
active  practice,  and  in  addition  to  possessing  a thor- 
ough knowledge  of  his  calling,  he  is  exceptionally 
well  informed  on  all  subjects.  Since  18SU  he  has 
only  done  a city  and  office  practice,  which  keeps 
him  fully  occupied,  and  with  the  exception  of  two 
men  he  is  the  oldest  medical  practitioner  in  the 
city.  He  and  his  son,  C.  T.,  conduct  a large  drug 
and  dry  goods  establishment,  and  are  doing  a very 
profitable  business.  The  Doctor  is  one  of  the  med- 
ical examiners  of  the  county,  and  for  the  past  six 
years  has  been  one  of  the  school  trustees.  He  was 
married  in  185S  in  Thomaston,  Ga. , to  Miss  Liz- 
zie Caven,  a daughter  of  Travel-  Cavern  of  Augusta, 

Ga.  To  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Goode  the  following  chil- 
dren have  been  born:  C.  T.,  Amanda  L.  (wife  of 

A.  4'.  Dixon,  of  the  Magnolia  Hotel),  AY.  C.,  An- 
nie D.,  Mattie  G. , Dave  D.  and  Julia  L.  Two 
children  died  in  infancy.  Dr.  Goode  is  the  super- 
intendent of  the  Methodist  Sabbath-school,  which 
has  an  enrolled  membership  of  '200,  and  an  almost  j 
regular  attendance  of  150.  He  has  been  a mem 
ber  of  this  church  for  twenty-one  years,  his  wife, 
daughters  and  sons  being  also  members.  Socially, 
the  Doctor  is  a member  of  the  A.  F.  & A.  M. , 
Columbia  Lodge  No.  82.  He  is  medical  examiner 
for  the  Mutual  Life  Insurance  Company,  also  for  the 
Equitable  Life  Insurance  and  the  Knights  of  Py- 
thias, and  has  a commission  from  each  of  these  com- 
panies. His  eldest  son.  Col.  Charles  T.  Goode,  is 
now  the  proprietor  of  the  Magnolia  Hotel,  aud  is  an 
universal  favorite  with  all  traveling  men  who  visit 
this  town.  He  has  few  equals  and  no  superiors  as 
a hotel -keeper,  and  there  is  no  more  popular  man  in 
the  county  than  Charlie  Goode. 

Henry  S.  Gosdin,  farmer,  College  Hill,  Ark. 
Mr.  Gosdin  was  born  in  Henry  County,  Ga. , on 
June  14,  1833,  and  is  a son  of  Ezekiel  and  Nancy 
Ann  (Smith)  Gosdin,  both  natives  of  Oglethorpe 
County,  Ga.  The  father  was  a farmer,  and  died 
when  our  subject  was  but  a child.  The  mother 
died  during  the  war.  They  were  the  parents  of 
six  sons  and  four  girls,  three  sons  and  two  dangh- 
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j ters  now  living.  Of  this  family,  Henry  S.  is  the 
eighth  in  order  of  birth.  He  became  familiar  with 
the  details  of  farm  life  at  an  early  age,  and  after 
the  death  of  liis  father,  lie  was  obliged  to  spend  all 
his  time  in  the  duties  of  the  home  place  to  assist 
in  maintaining  the  family.  He  never  attended 
school,  but  being  possessed  of  a fund  of  good  prac- 
tical common  sense,  and  a man  of  observation,  he  is 
perhaps  as  well  posted  as  many  who  have  had 
good  educational  advantages.  He  was  married  in 
Georgia  in  December,  1854,  to  Hiss  Cynthia  Caro- 
line  Huck,  a native  of  Henry  County,  Ga.,  born  in 
1839,  and  the  fruits  of  this  union  were  five  sons 
and  two  daughters:  John  T.  (deceased),  Alfred 
B. , Pinkney  J.,  William  C. , Henry  B. , Nancy  Ann 
N.  and  Ader  Jane.  Mr.  Gosdin  emigrated  from 
Georgia  to  Columbia  County,  Ark.,  in  1859,  and 
has  resided  on  the  farm  where  he  now  lives 
since  1860,  which  tract  of  land  he  bought  at  that 
j time.  Since  then  he  has,  from  time  to  time,  added 
land  to  his  original  tract  until  ho  is  now  the  owner 
of  840  acres  of  land  with  100  acres  under  cultiva- 
tion. The  home  farm  is  located  about  twelve  miles 
north  of  the  county-seat,  and  is  as  good  as  any  to 
be  found  in  the  county.  He  built  a cotton-gin  and 
a o-rist-miil  a number  of  years  ago.  and  does  a 
general  custom  business.  In  May,  1862,  he  enlisted 
j in  the  Confederate  arm).  Thirty-third  Arkansas 
j Regiment  of  Infantry,  and  served  until  the  surren- 
der. He  was  the  third  sergeant  of  the  company, 
and  was  in  the  battle  of  Jenkins'  Ferry  and  many 
skirmishes.  He  was  also  at  the  Pleasant  Hill 
fight.  He  was  dangerously  sick  for  some  time  and 
was  in  the  hospital  at  Little  Rock  about  two  weeks, 
j After  this  ho  was  in  the  quartermaster's  department 
at  Camden,  and  after  the  war  he  returned  to  his  fam- 
| ily.  Mr.  Gosdin  is  a first- class  farmer,  and  the  ener- 
getic and  wide-awake  manner  in  which  he  has 
taken  advantage  of  all  methods  and  ideas  tending 
to  the  enhanced  value  of  his  property  has  had  a 
great  deal  to  do  with  obtaining  the  competence 
which  he  now  enjoys.  He  joined  the  Masonic  or- 
der. Lambertine  Lodge,  in  this  county  in  1862  and 
is  now  a member  of  McNeil  Lodge.  He  is  a Master 
Mason.  In  politics  he  is  closely  allied  to  the 
Democratic  party,  and  voted  first  for  James  Bu- 
chanan. Mr.  and  Mrs.  Gosdin  are  members  of 
the  Methodist  Protestant  Church,  and  are  held  in 
high  esteem  by  all  acquainted  with  them. 

Daniel  M.  Green,  farmer,  Troy,  Ark.  The 
farm  which  Mr.  Green  now  owns  and  cultivates  in 
Cleveland  Township  is  an  excellent  one,  over  160 
acres  in  extent,  and  is  so  arranged  as  to  be  admir- 
ably adapted  to  farming  and  stock  raising.  Mr. 
Green  owes  his  nativity  to  Georgia,  his  birth  occur- 


ring in  1831,  and  is  the  ninth  of  ten  children  born 
j to  his  parents.  He  was  reared  in  Ouachita  County, 

! Ark.,  from  fourteen  years  of  age,  and  was  married 
in  1868  to  Miss  Massaline  A.  Bell,  a native  of 
1 Georgia,  born  in  1843,  and  the  daughter  of  James 
A\ . and  Lucinda  Bell,  the  latter  now  living  in 
j Camden.  The  marriage  of  our  subject  was  blessed 
by  the  birth  of  four  interesting  children — three  sons 
: and  one  daughter — who  are  named  as  follows: 
j Nannie  B.  (wife  of  C.  D.  Milner),  Augustus  O., 
Edward  W.  and  Rufus  L.  Mr.  Green  has  re- 
sided in  Columbia  County  since  1859,  and  has  160 
! acres  of  excellent  land,  with  seventy-live  under 
: cultivation.  This  farm  is  fifteen  miles  northeast 
1 of  the  county  seat,  and  his  substantial  and  commo- 
dious house,  barns,  outbuildings,  etc.,  are  neat  and 
j convenient  and  all  that  could  be  desired.  Mr. 
Green  is  energetic  and  thoroughgoing,  and  sub- 
stantial results  have  been  reaped.  He  has  been 
postmaster  of  Troy  since  that  office  was  established, 
in  November.  1887,  and  is  filling  that  position  in  a 
capable  and  efficient  manner.  In  his  political 
principles  he  is  a Democrat,  and  socially  he  is  a 
member  of  the  Wheel.  Mrs.  Green  is  a member  of 
the  Methodist  Protestant  Church. 

Pleasant  James  Harriss,  farmer,  Waldo,  Ark. 
Among  the  agriculturists  of  this  county,  so  many 
of  whom  are  mentioned  in  these  pages,  is  Air. 
Harriss,  the  owner  and  proprietor  of  a landed 
i estate  of  190  acres,  100  acres  of  which  are  under 
cultivation.  He  was  originally  from  Georgia, 
his  birth  occurring  in  Morgan  County  October 
; 27,  1832,  and  is  a son  of  Samuel  and  Graeie 
i (Butler)  Harriss,  the  former  born  in  Virginia  in 
1805  and  the  latter  in  Morgan  County,  Ga.  The 
father  emigrated  from  Meriwether  County.  Ga.. 

| to  this  county  in  1849,  and  was  one  of  the  very  first 
settlers.  He  had  to  cut  his  own  road  in  the  countv. 
and  spent  many  years  in  clearing  his  farm.  It 
was  necessary  to  grind  the  corn  for  bread  on  a 
j hand-mill;  the  nearest  post  office  was  twelve  miles 
distant  and  the  nearest  trading  post  was  at  Cam- 
den, forty  miles  distant.  Bears,  deer,  wolves  and 
panthers  were  numerous,  and  our  subject  took  a 
great  delight  in  hunting.  To  the  marriage  of 
i Samuel  Harriss  were  born  four  sons  and  four 
daughters,  all  of  whom  lived  to  be  grown.  The 
paternal  grandfather.  Graves  Harriss.  was  a native 
of  the  Old  Dominion,  and  was  of  English  origin, 
i Ho  was  a man  of  learning,  and  was  deep!)  interested 
. in  the  cause  of  education.  Pleasant  James  Harriss 
attained  Lis  growth  in  Georgia,  and  remained 
there  until  eighteen  years  of  age,  when  he  came  to 
Arkansas  with  his  parents.  He  remained  under 
the  parental  roof  until  twenty-one  years  of  age,  and 
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in  1853  was  married  to  Miss  Phillaclea  Ann  Hud- 
son, a native  of  Georgia,  born  in  1833.  Their 
seven  children  are  named  as  follows:  Antoinette  j 
(wife  of  Ed  Skinner),  Emma  (wife  of  Cal.  \ 
Skinner),  Jimmie  A.  (wife  of  Thomas  Skinner),  I 
Anna  (wife  of  Matthew  Hayes).  Thomas,  Robert, 
and  Susan.  Mr.  Harriss  enlisted  in  the  Confed- 
erate army  in  February,  1802,  Company  C,  Nine- 
teenth Arkansas  Regiment  Infantry,  and  served 
all  through  the  war.  He  was  in  the  siege  of  I 
Vicksburg,  was  taken  prisoner  at  that  place,  but  j 
was  immediately  paroled  and  came  home.  He  j 
has  been  a resident  of  this  county  since  1849,  and  ! 
a resident  of  his  present  farm  since  the  war.  This  | 
is  located  two  and  a half  miles  southwest  of  Waldo, 
and  is  a line  place.  Mr.  Harriss  is  a member  of  the 
Farmers’  Alliance,  and  he  and  wife  are  members 
of  the  Missionary  Baptist  Church.  Politically  he 
has  ever  been  a Democrat,  and  Buchanan  was  the 
first  President  for  whom  he  cast  a vote.  Thb 
parents  of  Mrs.  Harriss,  John  14.  and  Martha  E. 
(Banks)  Hudson,  were  natives  of  Virginia,  the 
father  horn  in  1805,  and  the  mother  in  1815.  The 
parents  emigrated  to  Arkansas,  and  landed  at  Cam- 
den, Ouachita  County,  in  February,  1849.  The 
father  died  in  Columbia  County,  Ark.,  in  July. 
1882,  but  the  mother  is  still  living,  and  is  a 
worthy  member  of  the  Methodist  Protestant 
Church.  Their  family  consisted  of  six  sons  and 
live  daughters,  of  whom  Mrs.  Harriss  is  the  eldest. 
She  remained  in  Georgia  until  fifteen  years  of  age, 
and  then  moved  with  her  parents  to  Arkansas. 

James  Warren  Hartsfield,  farmer,  McNeil. 
Ark.  It  is  doubtless  owing  entirely  to  the  indus- 
trious and  persevering  manner  with  which  Mr. 
Hartsfield  has  adhered  to  the  pursuit  of  agri- 
culture that  he  has  risen  to  such  a substantial  po- 
sition in  farm  affairs  in  this  county.  Born  in 
Butts  County,  Ga. , November  24.  1838,  he  is  the 
son  of  Godfrey  Millige  Hartsfield,  who  was 
born  in  Meriwether  County,  Ga.,  on  March  4. 
1812.  He  emigrated  to  this  county  from  Monroe 
County,  Ga.,  in  1859,  and  arrived  here  in  Octo- 
ber. Previous  to  coming  to  this  county  he  had 
held  the  position  of  county  assessor  of  Monroe 
County,  was  justice  of  the  peace  eight  years,  and 
was  a prominent  citizen.  He  was  married  to  Miss 
Hicksio  Wr.  Sledge,  a native  of  Twiggs  County, 
Ga. , born  in  September,  ISIS,  and  died  De- 
cember 1.  1880.  He.  died  on  November  20.  1887. 
He  was  the  son  of  John  A.  Hartsfield.  who  died  in 
Georgia  when'  his  son  was  but  ten  years  of  age. 
He  was  of  Irish  descent.  James  Warren  Harts- 
field, the  second  of  ten  children — eight  sons  and 
two  daughters— three  sons  and  two  daughter-  liv- 


ing, was  reared  in  Monroe  County,  Ga.,  after  four 
years  of  age  until  twenty,  when  he  came  with  the 
rest  of  the  family  to  this  county.  Here  he  has 
since  made  his  home.  His  sympathies  were  with 
the  South  during  the  late  unpleasantness,  and  on 
September  21,  1801,  he  enlisted  in  Company  A. 
Fifteenth  Arkansas  Regiment  Infantry,  and  served 
all  through  the  war,  holding  the  rank  of  first  ser- 
geant. He  was  in  the  New  Madrid  (Mo.)  regiment, 
and  was  captured  near  Island  No.  10  in  1802. 
He  was  taken  to  Springfield,  111.,  remained  there 
about  six  months,  and  was  then  brought  to  Vicks- 
burg for  exchange.  He  never  received  a wound 
and  was  a good,  faithful  soldier.  He  was  in  the  bat- 
tles of  Port  Hudson,  Marie’s  Mill.  Jenkins’  Ferry, 
etc.,  and  was  in  the  cavalry  seven  months.  He 
surrendered  at  Marshall.  Texas,  in  May,  1805. 
Returning  to  Columbia  County  after  the  war  he 
was  married  to  Miss  Nancy  Jane  Wester  brook  on 
June  11  of  that  year.  She  was  born  near  Mem- 
phis. Term.,  on  September  15,  1842,  and  is  a 
daughter  of  Albert  Westerbrcok  and  Jane  S. 
(Thompson)  Westerbrook,  both  of  whom  died  in 
this  county.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hartsfield  were 
born  five  children — three  sons  and  two  daughters : 
Infant  (deceased),  Emma.  J.  (wife  of  William 
Whaley).  Mary  E.  (wife  of  John  Yarbor),  W illie 
S.  (deceased),  and  James  R.  (deceased).  Mr. 
Hartsfield  purchased  the  farm  he  now  owns 
September  6,  1806,  which  then  consisted  of 
100  acres,  with  twenty-five  acres  under  cultiva- 
tion. He  is  now  the  owner  of  300  acres,  and 
I has  125  under  cultivation.  His  place  is  located 
eio-ht  and  a half  miles  north  of  the  countv  seat. 

r~>  • 

and  is  a good,  improved  farm.  Mr.  Hartsfield 
erected  a frame  dwelling  in  1879,  at  a cost  of 
about  §1,000,  and  his  outbuildings,  etc.,  are  all  in 
good  condition.  He  has  a good  orchard,  and 
everything  about  his  place  shows  that  hard  work 
and  industry  have  not  been  spared  to  make  it 
| pleasant  and  attractive.  He  and  wife  are  mem- 
! hers  of  the  Primitive  Baptist  Church,  and  he  is  a 
j deacon  in  the  same,  having  been  a member  since 
1803,  and  having  been  licensed  to  preach,  lie 
has  been  road  overseer,  school  director,  etc.,  many 
a time  and  oft. 

Rev.  James  14.  Harvey  is  a minister  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  South,  and  was 
born  in  Pope  County,  Ark.,  on  June  30,  1837,  his 
father  having  moved  to  this  State  in  1830,  set- 
tling in  Pope  County.  His  name  was  J.  T.  Harvey, 
and  he  was  a physician  by  occupation,  being  a med- 
ical practitioner  of  this  region  for  forty  eight  years. 
He  died  in  Benton.  Saline  County,  in  1888,  at  the 
! age  of  seventy-throe  years,  his  widow,  formerly  Miss 
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Sarah  Enos,  being  still  alive  and  a resident  of 
Benton.  They  were  born  in  Georgia  and  Tennes- 
see, respectively,  and  became  the  parents  of  six 
children,  live  of  whom  are  still  living:  Mary  (wife 
of  1).  A.  Woodall,  of  Little  Rock),  J.  W.  (deceased, 
graduated  from  the  Nashville  Medical  College  in 
1850,  and  died  at  Memphis,  Tenn.,  while  serving 
as  a surgeon  in  the  Confederate  army).  Dr.  T.  A.  (is 
a graduate  of  the  Kentucky  School  of  Medicine, 
and  is  located  at  Benton,  Ark.),  Cornelia  (is  the 
wife  of  Dr.  D.  C.  Lee,  of  Grant  County),  J.  C. 
(who  resides  in  Benton),  and  James  R..  the  imme- 
diate subject  of  this  sketch,  who  was  educated  at 
White  Sulphur  Spring,  close  to  Pine  Bluff  in  Jef- 
ferson County,  Ark.,  and  after  having  attended 
this  institution  for  some  time  he  was  licensed  to 
preach,  was  recommended  to  the  annual  confer 
ence  in  1859,  and  soon  after  commenced  his  labors 
as  a minister  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
South,  joining  the  conference  at  Monticello  in  the 
fall  of  the  same  year.  He  traveled  for  one  year 
throughout  this  county  as  an  itinerant  minister,  and 
on  May  3,  1861,  joined  the  Confederate  army,  be- 
coming a member  of  the  Second  Arkansas  Cavalry 
under  Col.  Solon  Bowlin,  but  W'as  afterward  trans- 
ferred to  the  Trans-Mississippi  Department,  and 
after  serving  as  a private  until  1862,  he  was  elected 
lieutenant,  but  only  held  the  position  a short  time, 
when  he  resigned  on  account  of  ill  health.  He 
then  returned  to  the  west  side  of  the  Mississippi 
River  and  was  chosen  chaplain  of  the  Third  Arkansas 
Regiment  of  Cavalry,  under  Col.  W.  F.  Slemmons, 
serving  until  the  war  was  over.  He  was  married 
October  11,  1864.  to  Miss  Ruth  A.  Dickinson,  of 
Calhoun  County,  Ark.,  a daughter  of  James  and 
Nancy  (Ware)  Dickinson,  natives  of  Habersham 
County,  Ga. , and  Franklin,  Tenn.,  respectively. 
Mrs.  Harvey  was  born  in  Mississippi,  June  16, 
1841.  She  and  the  Doctor  have  no  children  of 
their  own,  but  have  reared  and  helped  to  educate 
six  girls,  who  made  their  home  with  their  foster 
parents  until  their  marriage.  Mr.  Harvey  and  his 
wife  have  two  girls  with  them  at  present,  one  be- 
ing six  years  age  and  the  other  fourteen,  making 
in  all  eight  girls  that  they  have  cared  for.  At  the 
close  of  the  war  Mr.  Harvet , in  common  with  a 
great  many  other  ministers,  had  to  look  about  him 
for  something  to  do  in  connection  with  his  minis- 
terial labors,  and  he  began  studying  the  profession 
of  dentistry  under  Dr.  B.  B.  Ward,  of  Camden, 
and  in  1871  graduated  at  the  Baltimore  College  of 
Dental  Surgery,  and  immediately  entered  upon  his 
practice.  He  was  stationed  as  a minister  at  Mon- 
ticello for  four  years,  and  the  following  three  years 
served  as  a presiding  elder  of  that  district.  In 


1879  he  was  stationed  at  Prescott,  but  the  follow- 
ing year  did  little  work  as  a minister,  as  his  health 
was  quite  poor.  In  1881  he  was  chosen  presiding 
elder  of  W ashington  District,  but  the  following 
year  he  was  compelled  once  more  to  give  up  his 
duties,  as  his  health  again  failed  him,  and  took  up 
his  abode  in  Little  Rock.  He  then  traveled  for 
eighteen  months  for  Baird  A Bright,  and  was 
then  chosen  chaplain  of  the  Legislature  at  Little 
Rock,  and  in  1884  succeeded  Otis  Patton  as  superin- 
tendent of  the  Blind  School  of  that  city.  After 
faithfully  discharging  the  duties  of  this  position 
for  two  years,  lie  resigned  in  consequence  of  the 
illness  of  his  wife,  and  was  succeeded  by  Rev. 
John  Dye,  of  Sulphur  Rock,  Ark.  He  then  moved 
to  Nashville,  Howard  County,  and  engaged  in  the 
hardware  business  with  James  Y.  Collins,  but  the 
latter  died  at  the  end  of  a year  and  a half,  and 
Mr.  Harvey  purchased  his  interest  in  the  establish- 
ment, but  resumed  his  ministerial  duties  in  1889, 
and  was  stationed  at  Magnolia,  where  he  has  a large 
congregation,  and  a good  church.  Pie  is  a member 
of  the  following  social  organizations:  A.  F.  A A. 
M. , Prescott  Chapter,  and  also  belongs  to  the  K.  of 
H.  of  Prescott,  and  the  I.  O.  O.  F.  and  K.  of  F. 

Hon.  Henry  T.  Hawkins  is  the  present  repre- 
sentative of  his  county,  in  the  State  Legislature, 
being  elected  on  the  Democrat  ticket,  of  which  he 
has  long  been  a stanch  member.  Although  his 
birth  occurred  in  Alabama  in  1843.  his  parents, 
John  B.  and  Martha  (Lumpkin)  Hawkins,  were 
Georgians,  removing  to  Alabama  at  an  early 
period,  coming  in  1849  to  Arkansas.  He  was  a 
planter,  and  became  a man  of  considerable  wealth 
prior  to  the  war,  and  is  still  well  to  do.  Although 
in  his  eightieth  year,  he  is  still  quite  active,  and 
shows  but  little  the  ravages  of  time.  His  wife 
died  in  1878,  at  the  age  of  sixty-five  years,  and  of 
the  eight  children  born  to  herself  and  husband, 
six  are  now  living:  Martha  (now  Mrs.  Solon  Greer, 
of  Ouachita  County),  Plenry  T. , Charles  (a  farmer 
of  this  county),  John  (a  physician  of  Mount  Holly, 
this  county),  and  Benjamin  (who  resides  on  the 
old  homestead,  in  this  county).  The  paternal 
grandfather  was  a native  of  North  Carolina,  and 
the  mother’s  parents  were  Virginians  and  were 
quite  prominent  in  the  history  of  that  State. 
Joseph  Lumpkin,  a great-uncle,  was  the  supreme 
judge  of  Georgia  prior  to  the  war,  and  his  brother. 
Willis,  was  governor  of  that  State  before  the  Re- 
bellion. Hon.  Henry  T.  Hawkins  was  educated 
at  Mount  Holly,  Union  County,  Ark.,  and  Mount 
Lebanon,  La. , being  sent  to  the  latter  institution 
just  before  the  opening  of  tin'  late  war,  hut  he  left 
that  school  to  join  the  Confederate  army,  becoming 
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a member  of  Appeal  Battery.  Prior  to  the  sur- 
render of  A icksburg  he  served  east  of  the  Missis- 
sippi River,  but  his  services  were  afterward  con- 
fined to  the  west  side.  His  battery  was  at  the 
battle  of  Farmington,  Second  Corinth,  Iuka,  and 
numerous  skirmishes,  and  in  the  siege  of  A;icks- 
burg.  After  the  capture  of  A’icksburg  the  Arkansas 
troops  were  organized  at  AA'ashington,  Hempstead 
County,  Ark.,  and  here  Air.  Hawkins  was  elected 
lieutenant.  He  surrendered  with  his  company  at 
Marshall,  Tex.,  June  5,  1865,  after  which  he  came 
home  and  engaged  in  planting  on  his  father’s 
farm,  which  was  pretty  well  stocked,  although  he 
had  nothing  of  his  own.  In  1S08  he  was  married 
to  Miss  M.  Augusta  Patterson,  a daughter  of  Rev. 
AI.  A.  Patterson,  a minister  of  the  Old  School 
Presbyterian  Church.  After  his  marriage  Air.  ! 
Hawkins  purchased  a farm  of  300  acres,  upon  1 
which  no  improvements  had  been  made,  and  by 
honest  and  persistent  endeavor  he  now  has  150 
acres  of  land  under  cultivation,  finely  improved  by 
good  buildings,  orchard,  etc.  He  has  taken  an 
active  interest  in  local  and  State  politics,  and  in 
1881  was  chosen  to  the  Lower  House  of  the  State 
Legislature,  and  again  in  1885  and  1889,  the  duties  I 
of  which  position  he  is  now  discharging.  He  has 
filled  numerous  minor  offices,  and  for  the  past 
fifteen  years  has  been  a member  of  the  school 
board,  and  has  been  superintendent  of  the  Sunday- 
school  for  the  same  length  of  time.  He  is  a mem- 
ber of  the  Alissionary  Baptist  Church,  and  his  wife 
of  the  Old  School  Presbyterian  Church.  Their  chil- 
dren are  Edgar,  Anna.  AVilliam  H.,  Alary,  Alartka 
and  Laura. 

-lames  AV.  Henry  is  successfully  engaged  infill- 
ing his  farm,  which  embraces  160  acres  of  fine  land. 
He  has  acquired  this  property  by  ceaseless  industry, 
united  with  a strong  and  determined  effort  to  suc- 
ceed in  life,  and  he  fully  deserves  his  present 
success.  He  was  born  in  Alonroe  County,  Ala. , 
May  15,  1830,  being  a son  of  Joseph  H.  and  Per- 
melia  (Paul)  Henry,  natives  of  A'irginia  and  Ala- 
bama, respectively.  The  father  was  one  of  the 
“ honest  sons  of  the  soil  ” throughout  his  life,  and 
he  and  his  wife  were  members  of  the  Baptist  Church 
at,  the  time  of  their  deaths,  his  demise  occurring  in 
1815,  and  hers  a year  earlier.  To  them  a family 
of  eight  children  were  born,  four  of  whom  are  liv- 
ing: James  AY..  Annie  (now  Airs.  Shockley  of 
Miller  County),  Joseph  (a  farmer  of  that  county), 
and  Sallie  (now  Airs.  Childress  of  Caldwell  Parish, 
La).  James  W.  Henry  remained  in  the  State  of 
Alabama  until  he  attained  his  fourteenth  year 
when  he  removed  with  hi-  parents  to  Homer.  La., 
and  was  there  employed  as  an  engineer  in  a saw- 


mill until  the  opening  of  the  Civil  War.  when  he, 
on  June  10,  1861,  enlisted  in  the  Ninth  Louisiana 
Infantry.  On  the  third  day’s  fight  at  Bull  Run.  lie: 
was  wounded,  and  after  three  months  spent  in  the 
hospital  he  was  discharged  on  account  of  disabil- 
ity. Eight  months  later  he  had  recovered  suffi- 
ciently to  be  drafted,  and  again  went  into  the  serv- 
ice, but  escaped  and  wmnt  North,  where  he  re- 
mained until  after  the  close  of  the  war.  He  was 
first  married  in  1862  to  Aliss  Camilla  Ann  Smart, 
a native  of  Alabama,  who  died  in  1863,  leaving  one 
child,  now  deceased.  His  next  marriage  took  place 
in  1866,  his  wife  being  Aliss  Ann  Norris,  a daughter 
of  Silas  Norris,  of  Alabama.  He  was  so  unfortu- 
nate as  to  lose  this  wife  also  in  1871,  she  having 
borne  him  the  following  children:  Joseph  H.  (a 
farmer  of  this  county),  Alattie  (Airs.  Ford  of  this 
county),  and  John  AY.  (a  farmer  of  Clark  County). 
In  1871  Air.  Henry  married  Aliss  Cornelia  Norris, 
a sister  of  his  second  wife,  and  to  them  have  been 
born  five  children : Calhoun,  George,  Alinnie,  Rob 
ert  and  Alary.  Air.  Henry  has  been  a resident  of 
Columbia  County  since  1887,  but  in  18  < i returned 
to  Louisiana,  where  he  purchased  a farm  of  160 
acres.  This  he  disposed  of  in  1879,  and  moved  to 
Lafayette  County,  purchasing  a farm  which  he  still 
owns.  He  has  been  permanently  located  in  this 
county  since  1S87,  and  is  hard  at  work  putting  his 
farm  in  a good  agricultural  condition.  He  and 
Airs.  Henry  are  members  of  the  Baptist  Church, 
and  he  has  always  been  a Democrat  in  his  political 
views. 

Archibald  AI.  Henry,  AI.  D.  Although  still 
i young  in  years,  Dr.  Henry  has  already  established 
I a reputation  in  medical  circles  that  might  well  be 
I envied  by  many  physicians  older  in  years  and  ex- 
perience than  he.  He  was  born  April  22,  1S61.  in 
' Claiborne  Parish,  La.,  and  is  a son  of  Robert  J.  and 
Alelinda  J.  (Aloody)  Henry,  natives  of  North  Caro- 
lina and  Alabama,  respectively.  The  latter  was  a 
daughter  of  Riley  and  Sallie  (Hollingsworth) 
Aloody,  of  Scotch  descent,  and  was  born  in  1837. 
i The  father  was  a son  of  AVilliam  Henry,  of  Scotch 
j descent.  He  attained  his  growth  in  his  native 
1 State,  and  about  1835  moved  to  Louisiana,  and 
; that  place  continued  to  be  his  home  for  the  fol- 
lowing ten  years.  In  18  /3  he  came  to  this  county 
and  purchased  an  improved  farm,  on  which  he  and 
wife  are  now  living.  They  were  the  parents  of 
four  children,  one  of  whom,  AYilliam,  is  deceased. 
John  A.  has  just  graduated  from  the  Louisville 
Aledical  College,  and  has  recently  entered  upon 
: the  practice  of  his  profession  in  thiscounty.  George 
A.  is  also  a physician,  practicing  at  Alars  Hill, 
i Archibald  AI.  received  a good  education  in  the 
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common  schools  of  this  county,  where  he  attained 
his  growth,  and  after  completing  his  education,  he 
taught  school  for  two  terms,  having  received  a high 
grade  certificate.  In  October,  1885,  he  entered 
the  Louisville  Medical  College,  and  was  graduated 
from  that  institution  in  1888,  after  which  he  re. 
turned  home,  and  entered  upon  his  career.  The 
same  year  he  was  united  in  matrimonial  bonds  with 
Miss  Jessie  A.  Eubanks,  born  March  27,  1S<0,  a 
daughter  of  George  \V.  Eubanks,  a leading  farmer 
of  this  township,  and  two  sons,  John  A.  and  George 
G.,  have  blessed  their  married  life.  Although 
Dr.  Henry  has  been  practicing  medicine  but  for  a 
short  time,  he  is  already  conceded  to  lie  one  of  the 
leading  physicians  in  the  township  and  has  estab- 
lished an  extensive  and  lucrative  practice  through- 
out the  county.  He  and  wife  are  both  prominent 
members  of  the  Christian  Church.  The  Doctor  be- 
longs to  the  Farmers’  Alliance,  and  in  his  political 
views  sides  with  the  Democratic  party. 

Jefferson  Hicks,  farmer  and  miller,  Magnolia, 
Ark.  This  name  is  not  unfamiliar  to  those  in  the 
vicinity  of  Magnolia,  as  well  as  those  in  the  county, 
for  he  who  bears  it  is  numbered  among  the  wide- 
awake,  enterprising  citizens  of  this  community. 
Born  in  Coweta  County,  Ga. , October  28,  1831, 
he  is  the  son  of  Amos  and  Permelia  (Terry)  Hicks, 
the  father  supposed  to  have  been  born  in  Virginia, 
about  1800.  The  latter  emigrated  from  Georgia 
to  Alabama  about  1833,  from  there  back  to  North 
Georgia  about  1810,  then  again  returned  to  Ala- 
bama in  1851.  About  1807  he  moved  to  Little 
River  County,  Ark.,  and  there  his  death  occurred 
in  1878.  His  wife  died  several  years  previous  to 
this.  Their  family  consisted  of  five  sons  and  five 
daughters,  of  whom  Jefferson  Hicks  is  the  seventh 
in  order  of  birth.  The  latter  was  reared  in  Georgia 
and  Alabama,  and  was  fairly  educated  in  the  com- 
mon schools.  In  1855  he  was  united  in  marriage, 
in  Alabama,  to  Miss  Julia  Furlow.  a native  of 
Greene  County,  Ga. . born  in  1811,  and  four  chil- 
dren are  the  result  of  this  union:  Edw  in  T.,  Nettie 
N.,  IV alter  and  Lula.  Mr.  Hicks  emigrated  from 
Alabama  to  Columbia  County.  Ark. . in  January, 
1858,  and  with  the  exception  of  three  years  in  the 
army  and  two  years  that  he  resided  in  Louisiana, 
he  has  been  a resident  of  this  county  ever  since. 
Upon  entering  the  Confederate  army  during  the 
war,  he  joined  the  Thirty-first  Louisiana  Regiment, 
afterward,  in  1803,  being  transferred  to  Company 
K,  Nineteenth  Louisiana  Regiment  Infantry,  and 
served  until  the  surrender.  -He  was  in  the  battle 
of  Vicksburg,  Champion's  Hill  and  other  engage- 
ments. He  was  taken  prisoner  at  Vicksburg,  but 
was  immediately  paroled.  He  joined  the  Masonic 


fraternity  at  Summerville,  Ga..  in  1853,  and  is  now 
Master  Mason  of  lviilgore  Lodge.  He  is  also  a 
: member  of  the  Wheel.  Whim  he  first  came  to  this 
i count v he  was  engaged  in  the  saw- mill  business, 
but  he  has  not  done  much  in  this  line  for  several 
: years,  paying  all  his  attention  to  his  farming  in- 
terest. He  bought  his  present  farm  in  1872,  all 
unimproved  land,  and  now  has  about  100  acres 
| under  cultivation.  He  has  about  1,300  acres  in 
! all,  and  has  some  land  in  Louisiana.  He  owns  his 
father’s  old  place  in  Little  River  County.  He  was 
formerly  a Whig,  but  is  uow  a Democrat  in  politics, 

| and  his  first  presidential  vote  was  for  Cass.  Mrs. 

' Hicks  is  a member  of  the  Protestant  Methodist 
Church.  They  are  highly  respected  citizeus. 

Dr.  Solonzo  F.  Hughes,  physician  and  surgeon, 
Buckner,  Ark.  It  is  the  prerogative  of  the  pliysi- 
j cian  to  relieve  and  alleviate  the  ailments  to  which 
; suffering  humanity  is  prone,  and  as  such  he  de- 
! serves  the  most  grateful  consideration  of  all.  A 
i prominent  physician  and  surgeon,  who  by  his  own 
great  ability  has  attained  distinction  in  his  profes- 
sion, is  Dr.  Hughes.  This  gentleman  was  born  in 
I Tallapoosa  County,  Ala.,  October  15,  1853,  and  is 
i the  son  of  John  Jasper  and  Martha  Jane  (White) 

> Hughes,  both  natives  of  Georgia,  the  father  born 
in  Coweta  County.  The  parents  emigrated  to  Ala- 
bama, thence  to  Pike  Cpuutv,  Ark.,  in  1871.  and 
| there  they  reside  at  the  present  time.  The  father 
j is  a farmer  and  a Missionary  Baptist  preacher. 
His  father,  Buck  Hughes,  was  a native  of  South 
Carolina.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hughes  were  born 
! eight  sons  and  seven  daughters,  all  of  the  sons  and 
: live  daughters  now  living.  Of  these  children  Dr. 
Solonzo  F.  Hughes  is  second  in  order  of  birth. 
He  was  reared  in  Alabama,  received  his  literary 
l education  in  Arkadelphia,  Ark.,  and  his  medical 
j education  in  Little  Rock,  where  he  attended  dur- 
ing 1878  and  1879,  and  then  graduated  at  Mem- 
phis Hospital  Medical  College  in  March,  1SS7.  He 
| began  practicing  at  Buckner,  where  he  now  re 
| sides,  in  1883,  and  was  the  first  practicing  physi- 
cian in  town.  He  has  continued  practicing  here, 
and  is  doing  remarkably  well.  He  was  married 
in  1879  to  Miss  Alice  R.  Edwards,  a native  of  this 
county,  born  February  10,  1801,  and  they  have 
two  interesting  children:  Camilla  Gertrude  and 
Bertha  Lillian  Dr.  Hughes  is  a member  of  the 
Masonic  order  of  Buckner  Lodge,  and  his  wife  is 
j a member  of  the  Baptist  Church.  Democratic  in 
his  views,  he  cast  his  first  presidential  vote  for  S. 
J.  Tilden. 

E.  T.  Hutcheson  A Son  are  the  proprietors  of 
the  Magnolia  Drug  Store,  and  their  thorough  knowl- 
! edge  of  the  business  is  proverbial  throughout  this 
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section  of  the  country.  E.  T.  Hutcheson  is  the 
oldest  of  eleven  children  born  to  J.  E.  and  Henri- 
etta (Harlow)  Hutcheson,  his  birth  occurring  in 
the  State  of  Georgia,  in  18  13,  and  his  parents  were 
also  born  in  that  State,  and  were  there  reared  and 
married.  In  1866  they  moved  to  Texas,  lmt  in 
the  fall  of  1868  came  to  Arkansas  and  pitched 
their  tent  in  Columbia  County,  where  they  pur- 
chased a farm.  He  is  now  a resident  of  Lockes- 
hurg,  Sevier  County.  Ark.,  and  is  known  through- 
out that  region  as  an  enterprising,  industrious  and 
successful  tiller  of  the  soil.  While  in  his  native 
county  of  Upson.  Ga.,  he  served  as  sheriff  of  the 
same  for  one  term,  and  is  now  discharging  the  du- 
ties of  treasurer  of  Sevier  County,  his  services  be- 
ing highly  satisfactory  to  all.  Of  the  eleven  chil 
dren  born  to  him  nine  are  now  living:  E.  T.,  A. 
G. , Dr.  D.  A.  (a  resident  of  Nashville,  Ark.),  It. 
It.,  Henrietta  (wife  of  IV.  G.  Clary),  Sallie  (wife 
of  W.  D.  Booth  of  this  county),  Frances  (wife  of 
John  Bandy,  of  Sevier  County),  Caroline  (wife  of 
Ball  Dooley,  of  Sevier  County)  and  Benjamin 
(deputy  clerk  of  Sevier  County).  E.  T.  Hutche- 
son was  educated  in  the  common  schools  of  Geor- 
gia, and  up  to  the  age  of  nineteen  years,  his  atten- 
tion was  devoted  to  farming.  He  then  joined 
Company  A,  of  the  Forty- sixth  Georgia  Infantry, 
and  served  for  three  years,  being  at  the  battle  of 
Atlanta,  G a.,  and  during  that  siege,  was  also  at 
Jonesboro,  and  later  surrendered  at  Chesterfield, 
S.  C.  After  his  return  home,  he  resumed  his 
former  occupation  of  following  the  plow,  and  after- 
ward moved  with  his  father  to  the  Lone  Star  State, 
and  in  1S6S  to  Arkansas,  where  he  has  since  made 
his  home.  He  tilled  the  soil  until  1877,  then  en- 
gaged in  his  present  business,  but  still  owns  his 
farm  in  this  county.  He  was  very  successful  as  an 
agriculturist,  and  is  no  less  so  as  a druggist,  and  the 
stock  of  goods  which  he  now  carries  is  only  to  be 
found  in  a well-kept,  reliable  drug  store.  He  and 
his  son  are  considered  reliable  pharmacists,  and  as 
they  are  thoroughlv  honorable  and  accommodating 
in  their  dealings  with  all,  they  fully  deserve  the 
success  which  has  attended  their  efforts.  Mr. 
Hutcheson  was  tirst  married  in  1861  to  Miss 
Mollie  Hutchesou,  a distant  relative,  and  by  her 
ho  became  the  father  of  two  children:  Charles  (as- 
sociated in  business  with  his  father)  and  Martha. 
Mrs.  Hutcheson  died  in  Texas,  in  1867,  and  two 
years  later  Mr.  Hutcheson  was  united  in  marriage 
to  Miss  Victoria  Dixon,  of  this  county,  and  a sister 
of  Dave  Dixon,  ex-county  and  circuit  clerk.  Of 
seven  children  born  to  them,  six  are  now  living: 
James  (who  is  in  the  drug  business  at  Pine  Bluff, 
in  the  employment  of  the  G.  N.  Hart  Drug  Com- 


pany), Henry,  Mary,  Neva,  Edna,  Dawson  and 
David,  tho  latter  being  deceased.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Hutcheson  are  members  of  the  Methodist  Episco- 
pal Church,  South,  and  he  belongs  to  the  A.  E.  A 
A . M. , Columbia  Lodge  No.  88,  and  the  K.  of  P. , 
Magnolia  Lodge  No.  24. 

Andrew  Robert  Johnson,  merchant  and  mayor 
of  Buckner,  Ark.  Prominent  among  the  substan- 
tial citizens  of  Columbia  County,  Ark.,  stands  the 
name  of  Mr.  Johnson,  who  was  born  in  Tallapoosa 
County,  Ala.,  on  September  16,  1856.  He  is  the 
son  of  William  D.  Johnson,  and  grandson  of 
William  Johnson,  who  was  a native  of  Jasper 
County,  Ga.,  born  on  June  3,  1808,  and  who  died 
in  Neshoba  County,  Mis*.,  in  August,  1889.  The 
latter  was  the  son  of  Nicholas  Johnson,  who  was 
born  in  the  Old  Dominion,  and  was  a soldier  under 
Gen.  Jackson  in  his  battle  with  the  Creek  Indians. 

He  died  in  Jasper  County,  Ga.,  where  he  then  re- 
sided. He  was  a near  relative  of  ex-President 
Tyler.  The  father  of  our  subject  was  also  born  in 
Jasper  County,  Ga. , but  moved  to  Tallapoosa 
County,  Ala. , where  be  married  Sallie  J.  Slaughter 
in  1855,  aud  who  is  a native  of  that  county  and 
State.  They  moved  to  Scott  County,  Miss.,  where 
they  now  reside,  in  1857,  and  engaged  in  farming 
and  stock-raising.  They  are  the  parents  of  twelve 
children — six  sons  and  six  daughters — live  of  each 
still  live.  A.  B.  Johnson,  the  subject  of  our  sketch 
and  the  eldest  of  the  above-mentioned  children,  was 
reared  in  Scott  County,  Miss. , and  received  a good 
practical  education  at  the  Stonewall  Institute, 
Harpersville,  Miss.,  where  he  also  completed  a 
course  of  book-keeping.  In  December,  1880,  he 
came  to  Columbia  County,  Ark.,  and  here  he  has 
since  made  his  home.  He  taught  two  terms  of 
school  immediately  after  his  arrival,  and  on  April 
IS,  1883,  he  was  married  to  Miss  Julia  C.  Pittman, 
daughter  of  Mr.  F.  Pittman,  and  who  is  a native 
of  this  county.  To  this  union  have  been  born  four 
children-  two  daughters  and  two  sons  — one  daugh- 
ter and  two  sons  now  living:  Sallie  Ellen.  Thomas 
C.  Mcliae,  Pat  and  Pittman.  Mr.  Johnson  erected 
the  tirst  business  bouse  in  Buckner,  Ark.,  in  which 
ho  opened  a stock  of  general  merchandise  in 
August,  1883.  This  is  the  year  the  St.  Louis,  Ark- 
ansas A Texas  Railroad  was  constructed  through 
that  country.  He  was  made  railroad  agent  and 
postmaster  in  October,  1883,  which  position  he 
held  until  1889.  He  was  removed  from  the  post-  ' 
office  by  the  Harrison  administration  on  account  of- 
his  political  principles  being  closely  allied  to  the 
j Democratic  party.  His  tirst  vote  was  cast,  for  S. 

J.  Tilden.  He  was  made  a Master  Mason  in  1NS4. 

| by  Buckner  Lodge  No.  121,  E.  A A.  M.  He  is 
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the  owner  of  some  valuable  real  property  in  the 
thriving  little  city  of  Buchner,  besides  about  1,000 
acres.of  land,  GOO  of  which  are  in  a state  of  cult  i - 
vation;  some  in  Texas,  but  the  most  of  it  near 
Buckner.  He  is  now  holding  his  second  term  as 
mayor  of  Buckner,  Ark.,  and  is  an  influential  citi- 
zen. 

W.  M.  Johnson  is  a planter  of  Buena  Vista 
Township,  but  was  born  in  Mississippi  in  1851, 
and  is  the  fifth  of  a family  of  nine  children  born 
to  the  union  of  Andy  and  Marinda  (Merritt)  John- 
son, who  were  born  in  Alabama.  The  father  re- 
moved from  his  native  State  of  Mississippi  when  a 
boy.  and  after  his  marriage  engaged  in  farming. 
At  the  opening  of  the  Rebellion  he  first  hired  a 
substitute,  but  afterward  entered  the  service  him- 
self, becoming  a member  of  a company  of  cavalry, 
but  upon  the  cessation  of  hostilities  he  returned  to 
his  old  home  in  Mississippi,  remaining  there  until 
his  removal,  in  1871,  lo  Columbia  County,  Ark. 
He  immediately  purchased  a farm  here,  and  on 
this  he  has  made  his  home  up  to  (he  present  time. 
Six  of  the  nine  children  born  to  himself  and  wife 
are  still  living:  Mary  E.  (wife  of  W.  A.  Hogue), 
W.  M.,  M.  M , James  A..  Sarah  J.  (wife  of  J.  Mc- 
Graw),  J.  F.,  John  A.  aDd  Lou  E.  (wife  of  IV.  H. 
Hudman),  all  residents  of  this  county  with  the 
exception  of  Sarah  J.,  who  resides  in  Arkansas 
County.  Mrs.  Johnson  died  in  the  month  of  Feb- 
ruary, 1888,  having  been  a worthy  member  of  the 
Baptist  Church,  and  on  July  4,  1888,  Mr.  Johnson 
married  Airs.  Blanche  Williams,  nee  Smith.  IV. 
M.  Johnson  resided  in  the  State  of  Mississippi  un- 
til he  attained  to  the  age  of  twenty-one  years,  then 
began  farming  for  himself  in  Columbia  County, 
Ark.,  on  land  which  he  had  purchased  on  time.  By 
strict  attention  to  the  details  of  his  calling,  he  has 
placed  himself  in  independent  circumstances,  and 
has  now  435  acres  of  land,  with  120  acres  under 
cultivation.  He  also  owns  an  excellent  steam  cot- 
ton-gin, which  turns  out  about  300  bales  of  cotton 
annually,  the  number  of  bales  of  his  own  raising- 
amounting  to  from  twenty-live  to  thirty.  Mr. 
Johnson  purchased  his  lirst,  horse  in  the  fall  of 
1872,  and  at  that  time  also  owned  one  cow.  this 
constituting  his  live  stock.  In  1873  he  was  mar- 
ried to  Miss  Addie  Cherry,  a daughter  of  Hansford 
and  Evelyn  (Hawkins)  Cherry.  Mr.  Cherry  was 
married  twice,  his  first  wife  bearing  him  seven  chil- 
dren, of  whom  four  survived:  Henry  (who  resides 
in  Jefferson,  Tex. ),  Martha  (wife  of  William  Fur. 
of  Fiue  Bluff,  Ark.).  Mary  (wife  of  Wesley  .Smith, 
of  Texas),  Nancy  (wife  of  Samuel  Kyser,  of  Texas), 
and  Courtney  (wife  of  John  Jacks,  of  the  Lone 
Star  State).  Mrs.  Cherry  had  been  previously 


j married  to  a Mi’.  Franklin,  and  of  the  seven  cliil 
! drc-n  born  to  them  two  are  now  living:  Malinda 
i (wife  of  William  Davis,  of  Columbia  County,  Ark.  ), 
and  Maria  (wife  of  Thomas  Lanier,  also  a resident 
j of  this  county).  To  (Mr.  and  Mrs.  Cherry  one 
child  was  born:  Addie  (who  is  the  wife  of  Mr. 
i Johnson).  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Cherry  passed  from  lift1 
j in  1883  and  1878,  respectively,  both  having  been 
pioneer  settlers  of  this  county,  coming  here  in  the 
j forties,  at  which  time  the  country  was  almost  a 
| wilderness.  They  settled  on  a woodland  farm,  and 
j prior  to  its  being-  converted  into  a farm,  they  were 
j compelled  to  undergo  many  hardships  and  priva- 
I tions.  To  Mr.  Johnson  and  wife,  both  of  whom  are 
| members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  a 
j family  of  six  children  have  been  born:  Mary  A., 
J.  B.'.  W.  H..  J.  E.,  Cora  L.  and  Lucy  L. 

Judge  William  M Joiner  is  a resident  of  Mag 
! nolia  Township,  and  his  career  as  an  official  is 
| well  known  and  is  justly  admired  by  his  political 
enemies  as  well  as  friends.  Although  born  in 
• Baldwin  County,  Ga. , on  June  14.  1823,  he  has  been 
j identified  with  every  interest  of  Columbia  County. 

I Ark.,  since  1858,  and  is  respected  and  liked  by  all 
! who  have  the  good  fortune  of  his  acquaintance. 

! He  was  the  eldest  of  live  children  born  to  the 
; marriage  of  Joseph  Joiner  and  Ellen  McDowell. 
I the  former  a farmer  and  native  of  South  Carolina, 
! who  removed  to  Georgia  at  an  early  day  and 
! served  in  one  of  the  early  Indian  wars.  He  died 
in  that  State  in  1833  or  1834,  his  widow’s  demise 
| occurring  in  1849.  Of  their  children,  Jane  N. 

! (wife  of  William  H.  C.  Read,  of  this  county),  and 
| William  M.  are  now  living.  The  latter  received 
the  advantages  usually  given  a farmer’s  boy,  but 
on  reaching  manhood  he  determined  to  start  out 
on  his  own  responsibility,  and  until  the  fall  of 
1S5S  he  was  occupied  with  agriculture  in  Georgia. 
On  January  1,  1859,  he  located  permanently  in 
this  county,  and  after  renting  land  for  one  year 
he  purchased  a farm,  and  as  many  as  three  times 
| in  thirty- one  years  he  would  sell  his  farms,  after 
j he  had  nicely  improved  them,  and  move.  He  has 
been  a resident  of  his  present  farm  for  about  twen- 
j ty-one  years,  and  although  his  acreage  amounts 
to  320  he  has  225  acres  under  cultivation,  all  being 
situated  about  three  miles  from  the  county-seat. 
In  1803  he  joined  the  Confederate  army,  becom- 
ing a member  of  Company  Iv.  Fifteenth  Arkansas 
Infantry,  commanded  by  Col.  Johnston,  and  after 
I serving  east  of  the  Mississippi  River  was  captured 
; May  27,  1803,  and  taken  to  New  Orleans,  and 
i from  there  sent  to  City  Point,  Ya. , where  he  was 
exchanged.  After  being  exchanged  he  returned 
home,  rejoined  his  command  and  served  on  the 


' 

. 


COLUMBIA  COUNTY. 


491 


west  side  of  the  river  until  the  close  of  the  war, 
surrendering  at  Magnolia  in  May,  1865.  at  that 
time  being  in  the  hospital.  At  the  opening  of  the 
war  ho  was  not  wealthy,  but  what  little  he  had  was 
swept  away,  and  ho  had  to  commence  anew.  By 
close  attention  to  his  business  he  has  been  suc- 
cessful, and  is  now  in  independent  circumstances, 
lie  served  as  justice  of  the  peace  in  Georgia  before 
coining  to  this  State,  and  in  1873  was  here  ap- 
pointed county  supervisor,  the  office  being  merged 
into  that  of  county  judge  during  the  latter  part  of 
the  winter  of  1874.  He  was  chosen  by  the  peo- 
ple, and  has  held  this  office  continuously  since,  with 
the  exception  of  18S3-84,  ISS6-87  and  a part  of 
1888,  thus  making  twelve  years  that  he  has  tilled 
his  present  position.  He  has  shown  that  he  is  a 
man  of  exceptionally  good  judgment,  and  is  strictly 
conscientious  in  the  discharge  of  every  duty.  He 
is  a Democrat,  politically,  is  a member  of  the  A. 
F.  & A.  M. , Montgomery  Lodge,  having  been  a 
member  of  the  same  since  1852,  and  has  belonged 
to  the  chapter  since  1854.  He  was  married,  in 
December,  1843,  to  Miss  E.  R.  Marshall,  of  1 
Georgia,  a daughter  of  John  and  Elizabeth 
(Wright)  Marshall,  also  Georgians  by  birth.  To  j 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Joiner  the  following  family  has  been 
born:  Caroline  E.  (wife  of  James  L.  Neighbors), 
Eleanor  (wife  of  J.  M.  Burdine),  James  A.,  J.  7V. 
and  C.  J.  (farmers  of  this  countv),  Emma  E. 
(wife  of  W.  J.  Heath),  and  Lou  Ellen.  Mrs. 
Joiner  and  her  daughters  are  members  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 

Stephen  D.  Kendrick,  a substantial  farmer  of 
Columbia  County,  was  originally  from  Georgia, 
his  birth  occurring  in  Upson  County  in  1820.  His 
father,  John  D.  Kendrick,  was  born  in  Lincoln 
County,  Ga.,  and  died  there  about  i860,  and  his 
mother,  whose  maiden  name  was  Nancy  Laeklin. 
was  also  a native  of  that  State.  She  was  the 
daughter  of  Samuel  Laeklin.  Stephen  D.  Ken- 
drick, the  second  of  seven  children  born  to  Ins 
parents,  was  reared  in  Georgia,  and  when  it  be 
camo  necessary  for  him  to  start  out  in  life  for  him- 
self he  very  naturally  and  wisely  chose  the  occupa- 
tion to  which  he  had  been  reared,  and  from  that 
time  to  the  present  his  success  has  been  such  as 
only  a thorough  acquaintance  with  his  calling  and 
years  of  experience  might  lead  him  to  achieve. 
He  was  married  in  September.  1840.  to  Miss  Mary 
Howell,  a native  of  Georgia  and  the  daughter  of 
Casper  and  Christina  (White!  Howell,  natives  also 
of  that  State,  and  early  settlers  of  Upson  County, 
Ga.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Kendrick  were  born  two 
sons  and  seven  daughters:  Lizzie  (wife" of  William 
Hayues),  Alice  (wife  of  Paul  Disunites).  Mary 


! (wife  of  John  Mixon),  Louisa  (wife  of  Sanford 
I Jordan).  W illie  (milliner  at  Waldo),  John,  Eugenia 
! (wife  of  Jesse  Dennis),  Pinkie  (wife  of  John  John- 
| son),  and  Samuel.  Mr.  Kendrick  moved  from 
Georgia  to  Columbia  County,  Ark.,  and  landed 
i there  on  the  last  day  of  the  year  1859.  Here  he 
has  resided  ever  since.  He  settled  in  the  woods  on 
320  acres  of  laud,  but  he  is  now  the  owner  of  210 
I acres,  and  has  forty  acres  under  cultivation,  located 
one  mile  east  of  Waldo.  Mr.  Kendrick  is  a mern- 
i her  of  the  Masonic  fraternity  at  Waldo,  and  is  a 
Master  Mason.  He  is  also  a member  of  the 
Farmers’  Alliance.  He  is  a Democrat  in  politics. 

! and  his  first  presidential  vote  was  for  James  K. 
Polk.  He  and  wife  are  members  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  South,  and  are  much  esteemed 
1 citizens. 

B.  F.  Kelly,  proprietor  of  Kelly  Saw  Mill. 
Waldo,  Ark.  The  parents  of  Mr.  Kelly,  William 
O.  and  Martha  (Steel)  Kelly,  were  natives  of  Ten- 
nessee and  Kentucky,  respectively,  the  father  born 
iu  1812  and  the  mother  in  1810.  The  father  died 
in  Illinois  in  1869.  He  was  the  son  of  Mason 
Kelly.  The  Kelly  family  is  of  Irish  descent,  and 
the  ancestors  were  early  settlers  of  the  Old 
Dominion.  B.  F.  Kelly,  the  third  of  nine 
children  born  to  his  parents,  received  his  school- 
ing in  Illinois,  and  remained  in  that  State  until 
in  his  twentieth  year.  June  28,  1S68,  he  was 
married  to  Miss  Cornelia  7 ineyard,  a native  of 
Jefferson  County,  Mo. , born  in  1852,  and  three 
I sons  and  two  daughters  are  the  result  of  this  union: 
Mary.  Frank,  Robert,  Kathleen,  and  an  infant 
unnamed.  Mr.  Kelly  enlisted  in  the  Union  army 
in  1861.  Company  B,  Eleventh  Missouri  Infantry 
i B eminent,  and  served  all  through  the  war.  He 
S was  wounded  in  his  tent,  accidentally,  from  the  dis- 
! charge  of  a pistol.  He  was  in  the  battles  of  Fred- 
ericktown,  Mo.,  New  Madrid,  siege  of  Corinth, 
battle  of  Corinth,  siege  of  7 icksburg,  Nashville, 

! Mobile  and  many  skirmishes.  Upon  the  termina- 
tion of  hostilities  Mr.  Kelly  returned  to  Illinois, 
remained  a short  time  and  then  went  to  Kansas, 
where  he  was  engaged  in  the  saw  mill  business, 
which  he  began  in  1S67.  This  he  lias  followed 
ever  since,  and  has  been  very  successful.  He 
remained  in  Kansas  six  years  and  then  went  to 
Texas,  where  he  remained  about  ten  years,  al- 
: though  he  resided  in  Texarkana  on  the  Arkansas 
side.  Iu  1SS8  he  came  to  Columbia  County.  Ark., 
and  invested  about  84. 500  in  a saw  mill  and  tim- 
ber. The  mill  has  a capacity  of  15,000  feet  per 
day,  and  7Ir  Kelly  is  doing  a good  business,  usu- 
ally employing  from  sixteen  to  twenty  men.  He  is 
a member  of  the  Masonic  organization  of  Texar- 
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kuna,  Ark. , Lodge  No.  341,  Chapter  78,  and  Mrs. 
Kelly  is  a member  of  the  Presbyterian  Church. 

Col.  J.  M.  Kelso  is  a well-known  attorney  of 
Magnolia,  Ark.,  and  his  life,  with  the  exception  of 
the  first  nine  years,  has  been  passed  in  Columbia 
County,  his  acquaintance  therefore  being  an  ex- 
tensive one.  Although  he  was  born  in  Mississippi 
in  183S,  the  principal  part  of  his  education  was 
received  in  this  State,  and  at  the  age  of  twenty 
years  he  entered  the  law  office  of  Sumte  & Askew, 
and  after  a searching  examination  was  licensed  to 
practice  his  calling  by  Judge  Leu  B.  Green,  in 
1859.  In  1808  he  was  licensed  by  the  superior 
court  to  practice  his  profession  in  any  court  of  the 
State,  and  he  immediately  after  opened  a law  office 
at  Magnolia,  where  his  practice  began  to  steadily  and 
substantially  increase.  He  was  married  March  3, 
1803,  to  Miss  Mary  L.  Wyatt,  of  Magnolia,  a native 
of  Kentucky,  and  a daughter  of  Dr.  Alfred  and  Mary 
(Johnson)  Wyatt,  both  families  being  prominent  in 
Kentucky  politics  before  and  after  the  war.  Mrs. 
Kelso  - was  their  only  child,  and  is  the  mother 
of  the  following  children:  Felix  A.  (who  is  a 

graduate  of  Georgetown  College,  D.  0.,  is  at 
present  reading  law  in  his  father’s  office),  Jennie 
(who  is  a teacher  in  the  city  schools),  Paul  (who  on 
January  29,  1890,  entered  the  West  Point  Military 
Academy,  passing  his  examination  in  September, 
1889).  Miss  Jennie  and  Felix  are  members  in  good 
standing  of  the  Catholic  Church.  Col.  Kelso  is  a 
member  of  the  A.  F.  A A.  M. , Col  imbia  Lodge 
No.  82,  and  also  belongs  to  Magnolia  Lodge  of  the 
I.  O.  O.  F. , and  Columbia  Lodge  of  the  K.  of  P. 
At  the  close  of  the  late  war  he  found  himself  almost 
| bankrupt,  and,  as  in  his  youth,  had  to  commence  at 
the  foot  of  the  ladder.  As  he  had  a thorough 
knowledge  of  his  profession,  he  considered  this 
sufficient  capital  with  which  to  again  commence  the 
battle  of  life,  and  he  has  fully  realized  his  most 
sanguine  expectations,  for  he  is  now  a wealthy 
man,  and  has  a large  and  lucrative  practice.  The 
first  fee  he  received  after  the  war  that  is  worth 
mentioning  was  from  Paris,  France,  from  a French 
cotton  speculator,  by  the  name  of  Dubovas,  which 
fee  was  $1,000  in  gold.  He  began  speculating  in 
land  soon  after  the  war,  and  although  he  was  not 
very  successful  in  his  operations,  he  is  now  the 
owner  of  between  5,000  and  0,000  acres,  with  about 
500  acres  under  cultivation.  He  also  owns  some 
fine  city  property,  and  has  a handsome  and  com- 
fortable residence.  He  is  a gentleman  in  every 
sense  of  the  word,  and  possesses  those  attributes 
of  which  great  men  are  made.  He  was  known 
as  one  of  the  kindest  of  masters  to  his  slaves,  and 
a negro  that  belonged  to  his  wife  when  he  married 


her  is  still  living  with  them.  Prior  to  the  war  he 
was  a strong  Whig,  politically,  but  at  present  he  is 
a stanch  Democrat.  He  has  never  asked  fur  or 
received  an  office  at  the  hands  of  the  people,  but 
is  eminently  fitted  to  discharge  the  duties  of  any  I 
office  which  it  is  in  their  power  to  give.  His 
parents,  E.  G.  and  Susan  M.  (Fitzgerald)  Kelso, 
were  born  in  Keutucky  and  Virginia,  respectively, 
and  at  a very  early  day  removed  to  Mississippi,  and 
there  lived  for  a number  of  years.  In  1847  he  came 
to  Arkansas,  and  in  the  spring  of  1848  settled  in  j 
Columbia  County,  where  he  engaged  in  farming, 
as  he  had  previously  done  in  Mississippi.  At  that 
time  this  county  was  very  thinly  settled,  but  after 
a time  a flouring- mill  was  built  on  Clear  Creek, 
twelve  miles  north  of  Magnolia,  which  mill  had  a 
capacity  of  twelve  or  fifteen  bushels  of  grain  per 
day.  This  was  in  1848,  and  during  1849  and  1850 
there  were  several  other  mills  erected  on  the  same 
creek.  Mr  Kelso  became  a wealthy  farmer,  and 
was  enabled  to  give  his  children  fair  advantages. 
Their  names  are:  J.  M.  (the  subject  of  this  bi- 

ography), Mary  J.  (now  Mrs.  McNeil),  Susan  (now 
Mrs.  Dermyer,  of  Dallas,  Tex.),  Joe  G. , Lucy 
(now  Mrs.  Sandford  O.  Couch),  and  Margaret  ( now 
Mrs.  Prator).  Mr.  Kelso  died  in  1883,  at  the  age 
of  seventy-two  years,  but  is  still  survived  by  his 
widow,  who  is  now  seventy-five  years  of  age.  She 
is  a remarkably  well  preserved  woman,  and  does 
not  look  to  be  over  fifty  years  of  age.  She  did 
her  own  work  until  a few  years  past,  and  for  some 
time  has  been  an  active  member  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  taking  a prominent  part  in  all- 
worthy  enterprises. 

Frank  Amstecl  Key,  the  genial  ticket  agent  and 
operator  at  Waldo,  also  the  agent  for  the  Southern 
Express  Company,  was  born  in  Louisiana,  in  18 <31  k 
and  is  the  son  of  William  Key,  and  the  grandson 
of  Basil  Key,  who  was  a native  of  Alabama.  The 
father  was  born  in  Mississippi,  about  183  t , and 
died  in  Louisiana,  about  1800.  He  followed  book- 
keeping for  several  years,  also  served  as  deputy 
sheriff  for  some  time,  and  was  a prominent  citizen. 
He  married  Miss  Julia  McCarty,  a native  of  Ala- 
bama, who  was  reared  in  Shreveport,  La.,  and 
who  now  resides  near  Texarkana,  Ark.  Three 
children  were  born  to  this  union — two  sons  and  a 
daughter-— all  living.  Frank  Arnsted  Key  re- 
mained in  Louisiana  until  about  twenty  years  uf 
age,  and  his  schooling  up  to  that  time  was  limited. 
He  came  to  Miller  County,  Ark.,  in  1880,  and  cue 
year  later  started  to  school  at  Fayetteville,  where 
he  remained  eight  months.  He  then  returned  to 
Louisiana,  and  worked  on  the  construction  of  the 
Vicksburg,  Shreveport  & Pacific  ltailroad.  Soon 
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after  ho  was  made  assistant  agent  at  Arcadia,  and 
in  September,  188-1,  he  was  put  in  charge  of  the 
ticket  office  at  Calhoun,  near  Monroe,  La.  He 
was  afterward  transferred  to  Gibbs’  Station,  and  J 
thence  to  what  is  now  Sibley,  all  on  the  Vicksburg, 
Shreveport  & Pacific.  Bail  road.  In  18S<‘>  he  came 
back  to  Arkansas,  and  was  employed  by  the  St. 
Louis,  Arkansas  & Pacific  Railroad  Company,  be- 
ing stationed  at  Cameron  Mills.  He  was  afterward, 
transferred  to  Kedron,  where  he  remained  until  1 
INS 7,  when  he  was  sent  to  Waldo,  and  here  he  has 
since  resided.  In  1888  he  was  married  to  Miss  j 
Lola  Burnett,  a native  of  Louisiana,  and  one  child 
is  the  result  of  this  marriage.  He  and  wife  are 
members  of  the  Missionary  Baptist  Church.  He  i 
affiliates  with  the  Democratic  party  in  his  political 
views,  and  cast  his  first  presidential  vote  for  Grover  j 
Cleveland. 

Dr.  D.  L.  Killgore  is  one  of  the  foremost  mod 
ical  practioners  of  this  section  of  the  country,  and  is  • 
at  present  representing  Columbia  County  in  the  j 
General  Assembly  of  the  State.  His  birth  occurred 
in  Robertson  County.  Tenn.,  in  1828,  he  being 
the  second  of  live  children  born  to  the  union  of 
Gabriel  aud  Matilda  (Moore)  Killgore,  their  na-  : 
five  State  being  North  Carolina.  Gabriel  Killgore  , 
came  to  Tennessee  prior  to  his  marriage,  and  here 
he  was  married  in  1819.  He  was  a planter,  own- 
ing quite  a number  of  slaves,  and  from  1850  until 
his  death  was  a resident  of  Arkansas.  While  a 
resident  of  Union  County  he  represented  his  ; 
party  in  the  State  Legislature,  in  1856,  but  from 
I860  until  his  death  in  1872,  at  the  age  of  seventy - 
eight  years,  he  was  a resident  of  Columbia  County. 
The  paternal  grandfather  was  Thomas  Killgore, 
who  served  in  the  Revolutionary  AYar.  being  a 
participant  in  the  battle  of  King’s  Mountain,  where 
he  lost  a brother  who  was  killed  while  fighting  by 
his  side.  The  mother’s  father.  Rev.  AVilliam 
Moore,  was  an  eminent  divine  of  the  Old  School 
Presbyterian  Church.  Mrs.  Killgore  died  in  1876. 
at  the  age  of  eightv-two  years,  and  of  the  five  chil- 
dren born  to  herself  and  husband,  only  two  are 
now  living,  two  dying  during  the  late  war.  Harriet, 
now  Mrs.  Turreutine.  resides  in  Atlanta.  Ark. 
Dr.  D.  L.  Kill  gore  attended  the  common  schools  of 
Tennessee  during  his  youth,  aud  at  the  age  of 
twenty-one  years  commenced  the  study  of  medicine 
uuder  Dr.  Lee,  of  Holly  Springs,  Miss.,  to  which 
place  his  father  had  moved  about  1823,  and  after  a 
thorough  preparation  he  entered  a medical  college 
of  Memphis,  Tenn.,  from  which  he  was  graduated 
iu  the.  winter  of  1848-49.  He  soon  after  came  to 
Arkansas  aud  settled  at  Three  Creeks  in  Union 
Countv,  where4  he  soon  built  up  an  excellent  prae- 
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lice,  remaining  there  until  1861.  He  then  made 
Lis  home  in  Magnolia  until  after  the,  war.  when  he 
moved  to  his  farm  six  miles  from  tow'n  and  prac- 
ticed there  until  1883,  since  which  time  his  home 
has  been  in  Magnolia.  He  joined  the  Confederate 
army  in  1S61.  being  chosen  captain  of  the  Colum- 
bia Guards,  which  formed  a portion  of  the  Sixth 
Arkansas  Regiment  of  Infantry,  but  was  afterward 
chosen  major.  He  served  with  this  regiment  until 
the  latter  part  of  1862,  then  resigned,  came  home 
and  assisted  in  raising  the  Second  Arkansas  Vol- 
unteers of  which  he  was  elected  lieutenant-colonel, 
and  AVilliam  Crawford  colonel,  and  until  the  close 
of  the  war  was  with  the  same.  He  took  part  in  the 
battles  of  Farmington  and  Poison  Springs,  being 
also  at  Mark's  Mill  and  in  numerous  skirmishes, 
and  surrendered  at  Magnolia,  at  which  time  he  was 
commanding  the  post.  At  the  close  of  the  war  the 
Doctor  had  nothing  left  but  a small  farm  in  the 
country,  but  to  secure  money  with  which  to  pur- 
chase medicine  he  sold  a very  line  gold  watch  in 
Shreveport,  La.,  and  invested  a portion  of  the  pro- 
ceeds in  drugs.  Prior  to  tho  war.  in  1858,  he 
represented  Union  County  in  the  State  Legislature, 
and  was  again  chosen  in  I860,  and  was  in  favor  of 
secession.  In  1874  lie  was  a member  of  the  Con- 
stitutional Convention,  that  framed  the  present 
constitution  of  the  State,  George  P.  Smoot  being 
his  colleague  from  this  county.  In  18/7  the  peo- 
ple of  this  county  showed  their  appreciation  of  his 
previous  efforts  by  once  more  electing  him  to  the 
Legislative  halls,  and  he  was  chosen  speaker  of  the 
House,  and  in  18SS  was  re-elected  for  the  session  of 
18S9,  being  now  discharging  the  duties  of  this  posi 
lion.  He  has  always  taken  an  active  interest  in  local 
and  national  politics,  and  is  a stanch  Democrat 
through  and  through.  He  was  married  in  184/  to 
Mi  ss  Mary  Pearce,  of  Ripley,  Miss.,  a daughter  of 
•J oseph  Pearce,  of  AAreakley  County,  Tenn.  The  Doc 
tor  and  Airs.  Killgore  are  the  parents  of  three  chil- 
dren: Pearce  (who  is  associated  with  his  father  in 
the  practice  of  medicine,  and  is  an  intelligent  and 
successful  physician).  Dawson  L.  (who  died  in  1886. 
was  a well-known  physician,  and  had  only  been  a 
short  time  married,  his  wife  being  a Aliss  Twitty  ). 
and  Albert  S.  (who  is  a rising  attorney  of  Magnolia). 
Pearce,  the  eldest  sou,  was  married  in  1885  to  Aliss 
BettieFarr,  of  Alagnoliu,  and  they  have  one  child: 
Dawson  L.  Dr.  Killgore  and  his  wife  belong  to 
the  Alethodist  Episcopal  Church,  South,  and  he  is  a 
member  of  the  A.  F.  A A.  AI. , Beech  Creek  Lodge 
and  Alagnolia  Chapter  and  Council,  and  also  of 
Magnolia  Lodge  No.  24,  I.  O.  O.  F.  The  Doctor 
is  a leading  physician  of  the  county,  and  is  one  of 
the  most  prominent  men  of  the  State  in  political 
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affairs,  and  Las  efficiently  tilled  some  of  the  most  | 
important  offices  within  the  gift  of  the  people. 

A.  S.  Ivillgore.  one  of  the  successful  lawyers  of 
Magnolia,  Ark.,  and  a member  of  the  firm  of  Ivill- 
gore  & Wallace  (these  gentlemen  having  been 
associated  in  business  since  March,  1889),  is 
also  editor  of  the  Columbia  Record,  a flourishing 
newspaper.  He  was  born  in  this  city  in  1803,  and 
is  the  youngest  of  three  children  born  to  Dr.  D. 

L.  and  Mary  (Pearce)  Ivillgore,  a sketch  of  whom  | 
appears  in  this  work.  A.  S.  Ivillgore  attended  the  { 
public  schools  of  Magnolia,  and  was  also  instructed 
by  a private  tutor  for  two  years,  and  at  the  age  of  J 
twenty  years  entered  the  office  of  Smead  A Wal-  j 
lace  of  this  city,  remaining  with  them  as  a student 
of  law  for  two  years,  entering  then  the  law  school 
of  Washington  A Lee  University  of  Virginia.  In 
May,  18SS,  he  was  admitted  to  the  bar  of  the  State 
by  Chief  Justice  Cockrell,  at  Little  Rock,  and  in 
that  city  he  entered  upon  his  practice,  being  asso- 
ciated with  W.  J.  Duval  for  one  year.  In  March, 
1889,  he  formed  a partnership  with  R.  M.  Wal-  j 
lace,  of  Magnolia,  and  here  they  command  a liberal  j 
share  of  public  patronage,  and  constitute  one  of  j 
the  leading  law  lirms  of  Southern  Arkansas.  They 
are  well  known  as  honorable  men,  their  knowledge  j 
of  their  calling  is  thorough,  and  they  possess  in 
a more  than  ordinary  degree  those  attributes  which 
are  necessary  for  a successful  career  at  the  bar. 
They  have  the  reputation  of  beiug  close  students, 
attend  strictly  to  their  business,  and  both  are  elo- 
quent and  forcible  public  speakers,  and  their  out- 
look for  the  future  is  exceptionally  promising.  As 
a journalist  Mr.  Ivillgore  is  also  meeting  with  de- 
served success. 

John  J.  Luck,  merchant  and  postmaster,  Me 
Neil.  Ark.  This  prominent  business  man  is  a na-  ; 
tive  of  Georgia,  born  November  18,  1852,  and  was  i 
reared  in  this  county,  receiving  his  education  in 
the  common  schools.  He  remained  under  the  ! 
parental  roof  until  twenty-five  years  of  age,  and  in 
1877  was  wedded  to  Miss  Llewellyn  Newcome,  who 
was  born  in  this  county  in  1858,  and  who  was  the 
daughter  of  Clayton  G.  and  Sarah  Jane  (Thomison)  ; 
Newcome.  Mrs.  Luck  died  in  1880,  and  left  one 
child,  a son  named  Bennie  I).  L. , who  is  now  ten 
years  of  age.  Our  subject  began  merchandising 
in  1883,  where  he  is  now  located.  He  was  ap-  | 
pointed  postmaster  the  same  year,  and  has  the 
office  in  his  store,  besides  which  he  held  the  office  i 
of  mayor  of  McNeil  one  year  and  filled  the  posi-  i 
tion  in  a satisfactory  manner.  Previous  to  18S3  J 
Mr.  Luck  was  engaged  in  tilling  the  soil.  He  is  a 
popular  man  and  an  influential  citizen.  In  poli- 
tics he  affiliates  with  the  Democratic  party.  Pie  | 


and  wife  are  members  of  the  Baptist  Church 
Socially  Mr.  Luck  is  a member  of  the  Masonic 
lodge,  having  joined  that  organization  in  1884. 
when  lie  became  a member  of  McNeil  Lodge  No. 
440.  He  is  now  master  of  his  lodgo.  Pie  is  the 
son  of  John  O.  and  Eliza  Ann  (King)  Luck,  na- 
tives of  Georgia  and  Tennessee,  and  born  in  1818 
and  1819,  respectively.  The  father  was  reared 
and  married  in  his  native  State  and  emigrated  to 
Columbia  County,  Ark. , in  1859.  He  was  a farmer 
and  Baptist  preacher.  He  died  in  this  county  in 
1883  and- his  widow  in  1SS7.  She  was  also  a mem- 
ber of  the  Baptist  Church.  Their  family  consisted 
of  eleven  children,  of  whom  John  J.  is  seventh  in 
order  of  birth.  The  paternal  grandfather,  George 
Luck,  died  in  Georgia  at  the  age  of  about  seventy- 
five  years. 

L>.  M.  Mclvnight.  M.  D.,is  a druggist  and  physi- 
cian of  Magnolia,  Ark.,  but  was  born  in  Middle  Ten 
nessee.  being  the  eighth  of  eleven  children  born  to 
the  marriage  of  Elam  and  Creasey  (Lane)  Mclvnight, 
natives  of  Tennessee  and  Illinois,  respectively.  The 
father  was  a tanner  and  farmer  by  occupation,  and 
prior  to  his  marriage  moved  to  Illinois,  and  was 
there  married  about  1825.  He  was  sheriff  of  the 
county  in  which  he  resided  in  that  State,  but  after- 
ward moved  back  to  his  native  State,  and  there 
passed  from  life  in  1803  after  a long,  eventful  and 
useful  life.  He  was  the  owner  of  considerable 
property  prior  to  the  war.  but  lost  heavily  during 
that  time.  His  wflfe,  the  mother  of  the  subject  of 
this  sketch,  died  in  1850,  and  Mr.  Mclvnight  after- 
ward wedded  Mrs.  Collins,  of  Kentucky,  by  whom 
he  became  the  fat  her  of  two  children.  She  passed 
from  life  in  1SS6,  and  of  the  eleven  children  born 
to  Mr.  Mclvnight  and  his  first  wife,  eight  are  now 
living.  One  son  was  killed  during  the  war  and 
the  rest,  with  the  exception  of  Dr.  Mclvnight,  reside 
in  Tennessee.  The  two  half-brothers  live  near 
Bloomfield,  Benton  County,  Ark.  Dr.  Mclvnight 
was  educated  in  the  old-time  subscription  schools, 
and  at  the  age  of  twenty-eight  years  lie  came  to 
Columbia  County,  Ark.,  residing  afterward  in 
Scott  and  Sebastian  Counties,  and  while  there  be- 
gan his  medical  studies  under  Dr.  Davenport,  this 
being  in  187  l-d2.  In  1873  he  came  to  Columbia 
County,  and  has  practiced  medicine  here  ever  since, 
and  since  1880  has  been  a resident  of  the  village. 
Ho  first  carried  a line  of  general  merchandise,  in 
connection  with  his  drugs,  the  name  of  the  firm 
being  Runyan  A Co.,  until  1882.  when  the  Doctor 
sold  his  interest  and  purchased  the  drug  establish- 
ment of  R.  R.  Sherman,  of  which  he  has  since  had 
control.  He  is  the  owner  of  four  good  farms  in 
the 'county,  and  has  some  200  acres  under  cultiva- 
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t ion,  improved  with  buildings  of  all  kinds,  and  is 
tbo  owner  of  a good  residence  in  the  town  besides 
an  excellent  business  house.  He  came  to  this 
countv  with  only  §50  in  ISOS,  and  what  he  now 
has,  has  been  obtained  through  his  own  efforts. 
He  was  married  in  1874  to  .Miss  Mary  E.  Runyan, 
of  this  county,  a daughter  of  William  Hum  an,  and 
to  them  have  been  born  six  children:  Willie  M.,  Ola 
F. , Eddie  F. , Lena  F. . George  F. , and  Rosa  M.  (de- 
ceased). Mrs.  McKnight  was  born  in  1851,  and 
she  and  the  Doctor  are  worthy  members  of  the 
Mis  sionary  Baptist  Church.  The  latter  belongs 
to  the  following  social  organizations:  A.  F.  & A. 
M.,  Columbia  Lodge  No.  82;  I.  O.  O.  F..  Mag- 
nolia Lodge  No.  24;  and  the  K.  of  P. , Columbia 
Lodge  No.  24.  He  is  a citizen  who  extends  a 
hearty  welcome  to  all  emigrants,  regardless  of 
their  political  views,  and  is  thoroughly  public 
spirited,  and  a liberal  contributor  of  his  means  to 
enterprises  of  a public  nature. 

William  R.  McLure,  hardware  merchant  and 
furniture  dealer,  Buckner,  Ark.  Prominent  among 
the  commercial  resources  of  the  town  of  Buckner 
must  be  included  the  trade  carried  on  in  hardware, 
house  furnishings,  etc.,  and  among  those  most 
prominently  identified  with  it  is  the  firm  of  Tidwell 
& McLure.  Mr.  McLure  was  born  in  Alabama  in 
1845,  is  the  son  of  Thomas  McLure,  a native  of 
South  Carolina,  and  the  grandson  of  Richard  Ran- 
kin McLure,  also  a native  of  South  Carolina.  The 
great-grandfather  was  a soldier  in  the  Revolution- 
ary War.  The  father  of  our  subject  was  reared  in 
his  native  State,  and  remained  there  until  twenty- 
two  years  of  age,  when  he  moved  to  Alabama. 
There  he  was  married  to  Miss  Sarah  Basden,  a na- 
tive of  Alabama,  and  they  afterward  moved  to 
Rosston,  Nevada  Countv,  Ark.,  where  the  father 
still  resides,  but  the  mother  died  in  August,  1886. 
Their  family  numbered  six  children — four  sons 
and  two  daughters — three  sons  and  two  daughters 
now  living.  William  R.  McLure,  the  eldest  of 
this  family,  remained  in  Alabama  until  twenty-one 
years  of  age.  and  then  went  to  the  Lone  Star 
State,  where  he  remained  six  months.  Ho  then 
came  to  what  is  now  Nevada  County,  Ark.,  and  in 
1887  came  to  Buckner.  In  1870  he  began  mer- 
chandising by  opening  a country  store  in  what  is 
now  Nevada  County,  and  continued  at  this  one 
year.  From  there  he  went  to  Rosston.  remained 
there  two  years,  and  then  was  out  of  business  for 
some  time,  and  was  engaged  in  tilling  the  soil  for 
about  twelve  years.  Subsequently  he  came  to  Buck- 
ner. Ho  was  married  in  1872  to  Miss  Rejina  Les- 
ter, a native  of  Georgia,  and  this  union  was  blessed 
by  the  birth  of  eight  children-  throe  sons  and  five 


495 


daughters:  Gertrude,  Ula.  Lester,  Emma,  Will- 

iam, Cleveland.  Pearl  and  Ruby.  Mr.  McLure  has 
630  acres  of  land  in  Nevada  County,  but  is  at  pres- 
ent engaged  in  merchandising  under  the  firm  title 
of  Tidwell  & McLure.  They  carry  a stock  of 
goods  valued  at  about  83,000,  at.  Buckner,  and  also 
Lave  another  store  at  New  Lewisville,  with  a stock 
of  goods  valued  at  about  the  same.  Mr.  McLure 
is  a Master  Mason,  also  Chapter  and  Council  Mason, 
a member  of  Buckner  Lodge,  and  is  also  a member 
of  the  lv.  of  H.  He  held  the  office  of  justice  of 
the  peace  in  Nevada  County  for  four  years,  and 
discharged  the  duties  of  that  office  ably  and  well 
Democratic  in  bis  political  views,  Mr.  McLure' s 
first  presidential  vote  was  for  H.  Seymour.  He 
enlisted  in  the  Confederate  army  in  June,  1863,  in 
Company  G,  Ninth  Alabama  Battalion,  and  was 
afterward  in  the  Sixty-first  Alabama  Regiment. 
He  was  in  the  battles  of  the  Wilderness,  Spottsyl- 
vania,  Bethesda  Church  and  several  others.  He 
held  the  rank  of  orderly  sergeant.  Mrs.  McLure 
is  a member  of  the  Baptist  Church. 

Joseph  S.  McWilliams,  a prominent  farmer  of 
Brown  Township,  also  a shipper  and  dealer  in 
horses  and  mules,  is  a native-born  resident  of  this 
county,  and  now  lives  within  two  miles  of  the 
place  where  he  first  opened  his  eyes  on  September 
9,1852.  His  father,  William  M.  McWilliams,  was 
born  in  1808.  and  was  a son  of  John  McWilliams 
and  wife,  of  Irish  descent.  He  was  reared  to 
farm  life  in  his  native  State  (Mississippi),  and 
there  he  was  married  to  a Miss  Potter,  also  a native 
of  that  State,  who  died  after  having  borne  three 
children,  all  of  whom  are  now  dead.  He  was  a 
farmer  by  occupation,  and  tilled  the  soil  in  Missis- 
sippi until  after  his  wife’s  death,  when  he  moved 
to  Arkansas,  located  in  this  county,  and  entered 
a tract  of  wild  land  which  he  improved  and  lived 
on  until  his  death.  He  was  married  to  Miss  Cathe- 
rine McGowan  (born  in  1812),  in  184S,  and  their 
wedded  life  was  blessed  in  the  birth  of  two  chil- 
dren: John  (deceased)  and  Joseph  S.  She  died 
in  186.1,  in  full  communion  with  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church.  South,  of  which  denomination 
she  had  been  a devoted  member  all  her  life.  Her 
husband  belonged  to  the  Baptist.  Church.  He  re- 
mained a widower  until  1863,  and  then  led  to  the 
altar  Miss  Martha  Giles,  by  whom  he  became  the 
father  of  six  children,  four  of  whom  are  still  living: 
James  (farms  on  the  old  homestead),  Mollie  (Mrs. 
Hare,  of  this  township),  and  William  and  Anderson 
at  home.  Mr.  McWilliams,  Sr.,  departed  this  life 
in  1874,  but  his  widow  still  survives,  and  makes  her 
home  on  the  old  homestead.  Joseph  S.  McWill- 
iams obtained  his  growth  in  this  county,  and  in 
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1875  commenced  life's  battles,  by  engaging  in  ag- 
ricultural pursuits  on  bis  own  responsibility.  He 
purchased  bis  present  farm  in  1880,  comprising 
335  acres,  with  over  130  acres  under  cultivation, 
and  tins  lie  devotes  cbiellv  to  the  raising  of  cotton 
and  corn.  In  October,  1887,  be  in  company  with 
Mr.  Bean,  of  this  township  engaged  in  shipping 
and  dealing  in  mules,  horses  and  Texas  ponies, 
and  their  venture  proved  so  successful  that  they 
have  continued  in  the  business  ever  since.  They 
make  about  three  trips  annually  to  Texas  and  Mis- 
souri, where  they  purchase  their  stock,  and  ship 
to 'Magnolia,  and  there  dispose  of  them  at  private 
sale,  and  they  have  found  this  to  be  a very  profitable 
business.  He  was  married  June  18,  1876,  to  Miss 
Laura  A.  Whiddon,  a native  of  this  county,  born 
in  1857,  the  daughter  of  John  and  Melinda  (Frank- 
lin) Whiddon,  and  their  union  has  been  blessed  with 
six  children,  all  of  whom  are  living:  Emma  E. , 
William,  Jesse  Herbert,  Samuel,  Martha  and  Wal- 
lace. The  family  worship  in  the  Missionary  Bap- 
tist Church.  Mr.  McWilliams  belongs  to  the 
County  Wheel,  and  in  politics  is  a stanch  Democrat. 
He  is  a very  public-spirited  gentlemen,  and  takes 
a prominent  part  in  all  work  for  the  good  of  the 
community. 

Henderson  Manes  has  been  engaged  in  farming 
in  Arkansas  from  his  earliest  youth,  and  is  now 
engaged  in  tilling  one  of  the  handsomest  farms  in 
the  county,  consisting  of  5 CO  acres.  He  was  born 
in  Alabama  in  1832,  and  is  a son  of  Enoch  and 
Lydia  (Antrey)  Manes,  they  having  been  born  in 
the  Old  North  State,  and  were  early  emigrants 
to  Alabama.  The  father  was  in  one  of  the  early 
Indian  wars,  was  a wealthy  farmer  and  owned 
quite  a number  of  slaves.  He  came  to  Arkansas 
in  1S53,  and  settled  on  the  farm  on  which  the  sub- 
ject of  this  sketch  is  now  living,  his  first  purchase 
of  land  consisting  of  500  acres.  He  was  born  in 
1798  and  died  in  .1858,  his  widow,  who  was  born  in 
1804,  being  still  alive.  She  is  a hale  and  hearty 
old  lady,  and  is  still  able  to  do  considerable  house- 
work, bidding  fair  to  live  a number  of  years.  Five 
I of  the  nine  children  born  to  them  are  still  living: 
Matilda  (wife  of  John  Lawson,  of  Alabama), 
j Dicey  (widow  of  Jesse  Wilkerson.  of  Columbia 
County),  Frederick  (a  resident  of  this  county), 
Henderson  (the  subject  of  this  sketch),  and  Elisha 
(of  this  county).  Henderson  Manes  learned  the 
i details  of  farm  work  of  his  father,  and  acquired  a 
practical  knowledge  of  books  in  his  native  county  in 
Alabama.  At  the  age  of  twenty-one  years  he  com- 
menced farming  for  himself  on  a portion  of  his 
father’s  farm,  but  at  the  end  of  two  years  he  pur- 
chased a farm  of  his  own,  and  on  this  land  his 


! cotton  crop  amounts  to  from  twelve  to  fifteen  bales 
! per  year.  He  makes  a specialty  of  stock-raising, 
a superior  grade  of  sheep  receiving  the  most  of  his 
attention,  but  he  also  raises  large  numbers  of  Hol- 
stein cattle.  He  has  been  married  twice,  first  in 
1865  to  Miss  Frances  Thomas,  a daughter  of  "Will- 
iam and  Law  (Sturges)  Thomas,  natives  of  North 
; Carolina,  but  she  died  March  12,  1877,  a worthy 
member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  The 
! following  are  their  children:  Sarah  (wife  of  E.  A. 
Andrews),  Felix  (a  farmer),  Robert  E.  L..  Walter 
P.  and  Lydia  A.  G.  Mr.  Manes’  present  estima- 
ble wife  was  formerly  Miss  Susan  A.  E.  Burrow, 
a daughter  of  John  and  Sarah  (Rowden)  Burrow, 
of  Georgia,  whom  he  married  July  9,  1878.  They 
have  five  children:  John  AY.,  Alma  R. , Henderson, 
Mattie  L.  and  Samuel  E.  In  1863  Mr.  Manes 
joined  Company  K of'  Monroe’s  cavalry,  and 
although  he  served  in  the  Trans-Mississippi  De- 
| partment  he  took  part  in  no  battles  and  surren- 
dered at  Magnolia,  Ark.,  in  1805.  Fie  has  always 
been  public  spirited,  and  took  an  active  part  in  the 
organization  of  this  county.  Mrs.  Dianes'  parents 
came  to  this  State  about.  1857,  and  have  since  been 
among  the  prominent  settlers  of  Columbia  County. 

Luthur  D.  Mason,  well  known  in  agricultural 
j circles,  owes  his  nativity  to  Bossier  Parish,  La., 

I where  he  was  born  April  13,  1855,  being  a son  of 
I Michael  and  Jane  (Rogers)  Mason,  natives  of  Ala- 
bama and  Tennessee,  respectively.  The  latter  was 
born  March  1.  1812,  and  was  a daughter  of  Isaac 
and  Mary  Ann  Rogers.  The  father  was  born 
November  13,  1812.  being  a son  of  Michael  Mason 
j and  wife,  natives  of  Germany,  who  emigrated 
| to  America,  and  located  in  Alabama,  where  they 
passed  the  remainder  of  their  days.  He  at- 
; tained  his  growth  in  Alabama,  and  after  reaching 
| years  of  discretion,  engaged  in  agricultural  pur- 
J suits.  He  removed  from  Alabama  to  Tennessee, 
and  after  remaining  there  for  several  years,  came 
\ to  Arkansas,  and  located  in  Van  Buren  County. 
After  remaining  there  two  years,  he  went  to  Louis- 
iana, and  there  engaged  in  farming.  In  1859  he 
i returned  to  Arkansas,  and  located  in  this  county, 

\ and  here  he  made  his  home  until  his  death,  Jan- 
uary .17,  1879.  He  was  a worthy  member  of  the 
: Primitive  Baptist  Church,  as  is  his  wife,  and  for 
j the  last  twenty  years  of  bis  life  was  totally  blind, 

\ but  bore  up  under  this  great  affliction  with  true 
: Christian  fortitude  and  resignation.  The  mother 
I still  lives,  and  makes  her  home  with  our  subject. 

1 They  were  the  parents  of  thirteen  children,  four 
of  whom  only'  are  now  living:  Diary  (now  Mrs. 

Kelly,  of  Denton  County,  Tex.),  William  (of  Bos- 
•sier ‘Parish.  La.).  Elisha  (of  Sabine  County.  Tex.  >. 
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and  Luther  D.  Since  his  seventh  year  the  latter’ s 
life  has  boon  passed  in  this  county.  His  brothers 
ami  sisters  left  home  while  ho  was  a boy,  and  he 
consequently  had  the  care  of  his  father,  on  account 
of  his  infirmity,  and  he  is  still  living  on  a part  of 
the  old  homestead.  He  was  united  in  marriage  in 
IS75,  to  Miss  Nancy  Morris,  a native  of  this  county, 
born  February  14,  1855,  the  daughter  of  Willis 
and  Fli/a  (Knight)  Morris,  natives  of  Tennessee 
and  Kentucky,  respectively,  and  the  fruits  of  their 
union  have  been  seven  children,  .six  of  whom  are 
still  living:  Louisa  J.,  Rufus,  Mollie,  Ida.  Benja- 

min and  Ranee.  As  an  agriculturist  Mr.  Mason 
has  been  eminently  successful,  and  now  owns  220 
acres  of  land,  with  about  sixty  acres  under  cul- 
tivation, and  he  is  considered  among  the  leading 
farmers  of  iris  township,  and  has  the  additional 
satisfaction  of  knowing  that  all  his  property  is  en- 
tirely the  result  of  his  own  industry  and  hard  work, 
lie  belongs  to  the  County  Wheel,  and  in  his  po- 
litical views  affiliates  with  the  Democratic  party. 
He  is  very  enterprising  and  public  spirited,  and 
takes  an  active  part  in  all  work  for  the  good  of  the 
community. 

W.  A.  Merritt  is  the  sixth  of  seven  children 
born  to  his  parents,  and  was  born  in  Lafayette 
County,  Ala.,  in  1838.  His  father  and  mother, 
Allan  and  Alary  (Wilson)  Alerritt,  were  born  in  the 
Palmetto  State,  and  moved  to  Alabama  about  1S34. 
and  there  he  proved  to  be  a valuable  settler,  for 
besides  building  churches,  schools,  roads,  and  help- 
ing to  clear  up  the  country,  he  improved  a line  lot 
of  land  for  himself  and  became  wealthy.  He  died 
in  1879  at  the  age  of  eighty  years,  and  his  wife  in 
I860  at  the  age  of  thirty-eight  years.  Of  seven 
children  born  to  them  live  are  now  living:  John 
W.  (of  Alagnolia).  J.  H.  (of  Arkansas  County), 
Harvey  (who  was  killed  in  Georgia  during  the  late 
war),  J.  F.  (who  is  a physician  of  Blue  Alonutain, 
Miss.),  H.  H.  (a  farmer  residing  near  Fort  Worth, 
Tex.),  and  Sarah  J.  (the  widow  of  Franklin  Har 
grove,  who  was  killed  during  the  war).  After  the 
death  of  Airs.  Merritt,  Air.  Alerritt  married  a Airs. 
Phillips,  but  she.  too,  is  now  deceased.  W.  A. 
Merritt,  spent  the  early  part  of  his  life  in  Ponto- 
tock  County,  Aliss. . where  his  father  had  moved 
when  he  was  only  live  years  of  age,  and  after  re- 
maining there  attending  the  common  schools  until 
lie  was  nineteen  years  of  age,  he  came  to  Columbia 
County,  Ark.,  and  settled  on  the  place  where  lie 
now  lives,  of  which  he  has  been  a resident  since 
I A, >b.  After  remaining  hard  at  work  on  his  farm 
until  1 802,  he  put  aside  his  farming  implements, 
and  in  July  joined  Capt.  Todd’s  Company.  First 
Arkansas  Cavalry,  serving  in  the  Trans  Mississippi 


Department,  taking  part  in  the  battles  of  Cane 
Hill  and  Mark’s  Mill,  being  wounded  in  the  last 
named  engagement  in  the  chest  by  a gun-shot.,  and 
was  in  the  hospital  under  the  immediate  care  of 
the  physician  for  two  years.  Upon  recovering  at 
the  end  of  this  time,  he  came  home  and  did  not 
again  enter  the  service.  In  1805  he  resumed  his 
farming  operations,  and  since  1SS0,  in  connection 
with  this  calling,  he  has  followed  merchandising. 
His  farm  comprises  200  acres,  on  which  he  annual 
ly  raises  some  thirty-live  bales  of  cotton,  but  be- 
I sides  this  he  owns  2,300  acres,  of  which  about 
1 1,000  are  under  cultivation  and  improved  with 
J buildings,  all  of  which  he  has  acquired  by  liis 
J own  exertions  since  the  war,  as  at  that  time  he 
! was  almost  penniless.  Aliss  Sarah  J.  Hardy,  of 
| Alississippi,  became  his  wife,  and  of  thirteen 
j children  born  to  them,  four  died  in  childhood,  and 
Alary,  after  she  had  attained  womanhood  and  was 
married  to  John  Sure  eld.  Those  living  are:  Mary 
C.  (wife  of  R.  \Y.  Thornton),  T.  A.  (wife  of  R. 
Dodson),  Martha  (wife  of  S.  T.  Dodson),  James 
A.,  Alda,  "William,  Emma  and  Gertrude.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Alerritt  are  members  of  the  Alissionary  Bap- 
tist Church,  and  he  belongs  to  the  A.  F.  & A.  AT. , 
Alacedonia  Lodge  No.  34.  Although  his  walk 
through  life  has  been  rather  uneventful,  it  is  one 
of  which  he  has  cause  to  be  proud,  for  he  has  been 
j honest  in  thought  and  action,  kind  and  accommo- 
j dating  to  those  with  whom  he  has  come  in  contact, 
and  his  social  qualities  have  always  been  of  a high 
i order.  Airs.  Alerritt  is  a daughter  of  John  R.  and 

i , ° 

; Charlotte  (Bridges)  Hardy,  native  Virginians,  who 
! came  to  the  State  of  Arkansas  about  1838,  being 
! among  the  earliest  settlers  of  this  county.  Air. 
Hardy  helped  survey  and  lay  off  nearly  all  the 
public  roads,  and  otherwise  assisted  iu  improving 
and  building  up  the  county.  There  were  no  flour- 
ing mills  in  the  county  at  that  time,  but  on  nearly 
every  settler’s  place  could  be  found  the  old  steel 
implements  for  bread  making.  His  wife,  who  died 
in  1844,  bore  him  eight  children,  live  now  living: 
Beverly  (a  resident  of  Texas),  J.  IL  (residing  in 
Howard  County,  Ark.),  Sarah  J.  (wife  of  Mr.  Aler- 
ritt), Caroline  (wife  of  J.  P.  Thomas,  of  this  coun- 
ty), and  Alartha  (wife  of  J.  R.  Winkley,  of  Co- 
lumbia County).  After  the  death  of  this  wife,  Air. 
Hardy  formed  an  alliance  with  Airs.  Elizabeth 
I ( Jones)  Holloway,  and  by  this  wife  became  the  fa- 
ther of  four  children:  W.  E.  and  J.  W.  of  this 
j county,  only,  being  alive.  Mr.  Hardy  passed  from 
j this  life  in  1859. 

Thomas  L.  Milner.  A glance  at  the  lives  of 
j many  representative  men  whose  names  appear  in 
this  volume  will  reveal  sketches  of  some  honored 
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and  influential  citizens  who  have  resided  many 
years  in  this  county,  but  among  them  none  are 
more  worthy  or  deserving  of  mention  than  Thomas 
L.  Milner.  Originally  from  Bibb  County,  Ala., 
he  was  born  on  J anuary  10,  1827,  and  is  the  son 
of  John  and  Nancy  (Beaver)  Milner,  natives  of 
Georgia  and  Tennessee,  respectively.  The  father 
was  born  in  1803,  being  a son  of  John  and  Eliza- 
beth Milner,  of  Scotch  descent,  and  was  reared  in 
| Alabama,  to  which  State  his  father  had  removed 
while  he  was  a boy.  and  there,  after  reaching  years 
of  discretion,  he  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits. 

! Soon  after  his  marriage,  which  was  consummated 
in  Alabama,  he  moved  to  Arkansas,  and  for  the 
following  eleven  years  made  his  home  in  Saline 
County.  He  then  came  to  Ouachita  County  (now 
a part  of  Columbia  County),  and  here  he  lived 
until  his  death,  which  occurred  in  1851,  being  ac- 
cidentally killed  by  a fallen  tree.  He  and  wife  are 
both  members  of  the  Cumberland  Presbyterian 
Church.  The  latter  was  born  in  1803,  and  died  in 
January,  1879,  having  borne  eleven  children, 
Thomas  L. , the  only  one  now  living.  He  was 
principally  reared  in  Saline  County,  making  that 
place  his  home  until  after  his  marriage,  when  he 
moved  to  Union  County,  and  after  a residence 
there  of  one  year,  to  this  county,  and  here  he  pur- 
chased his  present  farm,  then  but  partially  im- 
proved, buying  the  interests  of  live  different 
settlers  to  this  tract.  In  1847  was  consummated 
his  marriage  to  Miss  Margaret  Davis,  daughter  of 
Abijah  and  Elizabeth  (Linsey)  Davis,  who  was  born 
in  Saline  County,  in  1831,  and  the  fruits  of  their 
union  have  been  seven  children,  six  of  whom  sur- 
vive: J.  Calhoun  (a  farmer  of  this  township,  own- 
ing from  1,300  to  1,400  acres  of  land),  James  D. 
(a  prominent  merchant  of  Pine  Bluff,  Ark.),  Will- 
iam T.  (is  engaged  in  farming  with  his  father, 
but  owns  an  excellent  farm  of  520  acres  in  this 
township),  Caleb  D.  (owns  570  acres  in  this  town- 
ship), Alice  (deceased).  Elizabeth  Jane  (Mrs. 
Miles,  of  Eldorado,  Ark.  ).  and  Pit  H.  (a  civil 
engineer,  is  unmarried,  and  makes  his  home  in 
Pine  Bluff,  Ark. ).  Mrs.  Milner  passed  away  in 
1883,  in  full  communion  with  the  Cumberland 
Presbyterian  Church.  Mr.  Milner  is  a large  land 
owner,  having  about  2.200  acres  in  his  possession, 
and  in  addition  to  managing  this  large  tract  of  land, 
he  is  engaged  in  the  mercantile  business,  but  is 
trying  to  dispose  of  this  latter  interest.  He  is 
numbered  among  the  most  active  members  of  the 
Protestant  Methodist  Church,  and  also  belongs  to 

O 

the  Masonic  fraternity.  Politically  he  is  a stanch 
Democrat,  and  he  is  one  of  the  most  prominent 
and  best  known  men  in  the  county. 


Capt.  Thomas  C.  Monroe  is  the  present,  efficient 
county  and  circuit  clerk  of  .Columbia  County, 

• Ark.  and  the  neatness  and  order  manifested  in 
every  detail  of  the  work  shows  that  he  is  the  beau 
ideal  of  a public  servant — intelligent,  punctual,  in- 
dustrious, honest  and  uniformly  courteous  to  all. 
He  was  born  in  Dallas  County,  Ala.,  November  27, 
1842,  being  the  third  of  a family  of  seven  children 
born  to  Thomas  C.  and  Mary  J.  (Graves)  Monroe, 
both  natives  of  Virginia,  the  former  being  a wealthy 
planter.  He  was  a prominent  politician,  and  be- 
ing a Jeffersonian  Democrat,  his  vote  was  cast  for 
Stephen  A.  Douglas  during  the  presidential  cam- 
paign of  1860.  He  tilled  the  principal  civil  offices  of 
his  county,  and  at  one  time  filled  an  unexpired 
term  as  circuit  judge  of  the  district.  With  all 
the  strength  of  his  nature  he  opposed  secession 
at  the  Montgomery  Convention  in  1861,  but  when 
the  ordinance  was  passed  he  submitted  to  the 
inevitable,  and  in  a memorable  speech  which  he 
made  on  that  occasion  said  that  he  had  three  sons 
that  would  do  their  duty  in  obedience  to  the  will  of 
the  people.  His  effort  was  eloquent  and  affecting, 
and  brought  tears  to  the  eyes  of  the  Convention 
and  the  people  there  assembled.  After  a useful 
and  well-spent  life,  he  passed  from  the  scene  of  his 
earthly  labors  in  1865,  his  death  being  mourned, 
not  only  by  his  immediate  and  sorrowing  house 
hold,  but  by  all  who  knew  him.  His  children  are 
as  follows:  G.  W.  (a  physician  of  Montana),  James 
W.  (a  planter  of  Tex.),  Capt.  Thomas  C.  (the 
subject  of  this  memoir),  Mary  J.  (wife  of  R.  J. 
Adkinson.  of  Gonzales,  Tex.).  Sarah  C.  (wife  of 
J.  L.  Kerr,  also  of  that  place),  Martha  D.  (de- 
ceased), and  Robert  TV.  (who  died  in  'Western 
Texas,  his  family  now  residing  in  Williamson 
County  of  that  State).  Thomas  C.  Monroe  was 
educated  in  the  common  schools  of  Alabama,  and 
in  May,  1861,  when  scarcely  nineteen  years  of 
age,  he  enlisted  in  the  Confederate  army  in  a 
company  from  Perry  County,  ilia.,  which  was 
attached  to  Col.  (ex-governof)  John  A.  'Winston’s 
Eighth  Alabama  Volunteers,  and  on  June  10. 
18(51,  he  participated  in  the  engagement  at  Big 
Bethel,  soon  after  which  he  was  made  adjutant 
and  did  most  of  the  work  in  making  out  the  muster 
rolls  of  his  regiment.  He  served  in  this  capacity 
until  called  to  the  command  of  his  company,  and 
after  that  was  in  every  engagement  of  the  army 
with  the  exception  of  three- -second  Manassas. 
Sharpsburg,  and  Fredericksburg — only  escaping 
these  by  reason  of  wounds  received  at  Gaines' 
Mill,  in  the  seven  days’  tight  around  Richmond. 
Here  he  was  wounded  severely  three  times,  still 
carrying  the  scar  of  one  in  his  right  cheek.  He 
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rejoined  bis  command  even  before  bis  wounds  were 
bealed,  and  fought  at  Chancel’lorsville  and  Gettys- 
burg, being  wounded  three  times  in  the  latter  on 
men-mont  also,  and  having  his  left  arm  broken.  He 
was  captured  and  taken  to  Baltimore,  and  after  re- 
maining in  the  hospital  in  the  Westminister  Build- 
ings for  three  months  he  was  paroled  and  soon 
exchanged.  He  at  once  reported  for  active  service, 
but  upon  medical  examination  he  was  found  unfit 
for  duty  in  the  line,  and  was  put  on  detached 
service  with  Gen.  Harry  U.  Peyton,  inspector- 
general  of  the  army.  The  latter  soon  recognized 
Mr.  Monroe’s  superior  fitness  for  the  position  and 
recommended  his  permanent  appointment  to  the 
War  Department,  which  would  confer  the  rank  of 
major  and  aid-de  camp,  but  before  the  application 
was  acted  upon,  the  retreat  from  Petersburg  to  Ap- 
pomattox Court  House  was  made  and  there  he  sur- 
rendered. Returning  to  his  home  in  Alabama  he  en- 
gaged in  school  teaching,  but  in  1809  emigrated 
to  Arkansas  arid  settled  in  Union  County,  where 
he  engaged  at  teaching,  remaining  until  1870,  when 
he  moved  to  Claiborne  Parish,  La.  .and  engaged 
in  mercantile  pursuits.  In  1878  he  returned 
to  Columbia  County.  Ark.,  and  was  first  em- 
ployed as  a book-keeper  in  the  mercantile  house 
of  It.  It.  Sherman,  continuing  to  fill  this  position 
until  1880,  when  lie  was  elected  circuit  clerk  for 
the  county,  the  duties  of  which  position  he  is  now 
discharging.  He  is  well  known  for  his  many 
worthy  qualities  of  mind  and  heart,  of  which  ster- 
ling integrity  and  superior  capabilities  are  among 
the  chief.  In  private  as  well  as  public  life  he  is 
liberal,  generous  and  high-minded,  has  the  in- 
stiucts  and  training  of  a true  gentleman,  and  while 
lie  is  not  aggressive  nor  disputatious,  he  has  a 
decided  will  of  his  own  and  the  moral  courage  to 
express  his  views  when  occasion  so  demands.  He 
has  always  been  found  a true  and  trusty  friend, 
and  although  he  has  always  desired  that  ‘‘the  left 
hand  should  not  know  what  the  right  hand  doeth,” 
many  of  his  deeds  of  kindness  and  benevolence 
are  kuown  and  appreciated.  He  is  of  the  stuff  of 
which  great  men  are  made,  possessing  the  charac- 
teristics which  adorn  the  private  station  and  keep 
the  public  service  pure.  His  marriage,  which 
occurred  in  1865,  was  to  Mrs.  Elizabeth  (Mahan) 
Driver,  a daughter  of  Maj.  A.  M.  and  Mary 
Mahan,  of  Alabama,  and  to  them  a family  of  eight 
children  have  been  born:  Claudia  (wife  of  W.  C. 

Blewster,  of  Magnolia,  Ark:  ),  Clara  (wife  of  J.  It. 
Willis,  also  residing  here),  Thomas  S.  (in  the 
Clerk’s  office  as  deputy  to  his  father),  Robert  E. 
(deceased),  Mary  A.,  -Jennie,  George  \Y.  and 
Laura. 

3 I 


W.  G.  H.  Morgan,  farmer,  Magnolia,  Ark. 
The  name  that  heads  this  sketch  is  one  of  the 
well-known  residents  of  Clay  Township,  who,  like 
many  other  settlers  of  the  county,  came  orig- 
inally from  Georgia,  his  birth  occurring  in  Fayette 
County,  December  1, 1 828.  He  is  the  son  of  Henry 
C.  Morgan,  and  the  grandson  of  William  (Morgan, 
who  was  a native  of  the  Old  Dominion,  of  Welsh 
desceut,  and  served  in  the  Revolutionary  War.  I 
Henry  C.  Morgan  was  a native  of  Georgia,  where 
he  was  born  October  28,  1 792,  and  resided  in  that 
State  until  1854.  when  he  emigrated  to  Arkansas. 

He  purchased  the  farm  where  his  son,  W.  G.  H. 
now  lives,  and  died  there  in  1856.  He  was  a sol- 
dier in  the  War  of  1812.  He  was  married  in  Geor- 
gia to  Miss  Susannah  B.  Harris,  who  was  born  in 
Virginia,  March  29,  1796.  and  who  died  April  24, 
1867,  in  this  county.  She  was  the  daughter  of  j 
Graves  Harris.  To  their  union  were  born  two 
children,  both  now  living:  S.  T.  (who  is  now  resid- 
ing in  Nevada  County).  W.  G.  H.  Morgan,  the 
elder  of  the  above-mentioned  children,  resided  in  ! 
Meriwether  County,  Ga. , until  1S54,  and  then 
came  to  Columbia  County,  Ark.,  with  his  parents. 
Previous  to  this,  in  1847,  he  was  married  to  Miss 
Mary  Ann  Freeman,  who  bore  him  these  children: 
Henry  J.,  Alice  R.  P.  (wife  of  James  McKinney), 
Susannah  E.  (wife  of  D.  W.  Railey),  William  B.. 
Mary  Ann  E.  (wife  of  Richard  Yarbroh),  and  Jesse 
G.  Mr.  Morgan  is  the  owner  of  300  acres  of  land. 

60  acres  under  cultivation  and  100  acres  under 
fence,  and  this  is  located  eleven  miles  west  of 
Magnolia.  He  has  operated  a cotton  gin  since  re- 
siding  in  this  county,  and  his  son  Henry  has  a 
a steam  cotton-gin  and  grist-mill,  and  is  doing  a 
general  custom  work.  Mr.  Morgan  and  his  wife 
and  eldest  son  are  members  of  the  Primitive  Bap- 
tist Church,  and  are  active  in  their  support  of  all 
worthy  enterprises.  He  was  justice  of  the  peace 
for  four  years,  was  school  director  for  ten  years, 
and  is  an  influential  citizen.  He  is  a Democrat  in 
politics,  aud  his  first  vote  was  for  Polk.  / 

Asburry  B.  Murphy,  merchant,  McNeil,  Ark. 

In  McNeil  there  is  a good  deal  of  barter  transacted 
between  the  farmers  and  storekeepers,  the  farmers 
bringing  in  produce,  and  exchanging  it  for  com- 
modities. On  this  account,  there  are  many  stores 
where  groceries,  dry  goods,  glassware,  etc.,  are 
kept  in  general  stock.  Holding  a prominent  place 
among  those  doing  business  in  this  manner  is  Mr. 
Asburry  B.  Murphy,  who  has  been  established  in 
business  here  since  1883.  He  was  originally  from 
Alabama,  his  birth  occurring  October  27,  1812. 
and  was. the  son  of  Allen  (Murphy,  who  was  born  in 
South  Carolina,  about  1781.  The  father  die  ! in 
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1853  in  Ouachita  County  (wliat  is  now  Columbia 
Count}'),  Ark.  He  had  emigrated  from  Alabama 
to  what  is  now  Columbia  County,  Ark.,  in  1819, 
and  there  received  Iris  final  summons.  He  was  of 
Irish  descent.  He  had  been  married  twice,  and 
became  the  father  of  eight  children  by  his  first, 
union.  His  second  marriage  was  to  Miss  Martha 
Rogers,  who  was  born  in  Florida,  in  1 797,  and  who 
died  in  August,  1SS7,  when  in  her  ninetieth  year. 
She  was  the  mother  of  four  children,  our  subject 
being  the  third  in  order  of  birth.  The  latter  was 
about  eight  years  of  age,  when  he  moved  with  his 
parents  to  Arkansas,  and  there  he  was  reared  and 
received  a limited  education  in  the  common  schools 
of  this  county.  He  enlisted  in  the  Confederate 
army  in  1SG1,  and  served  all  through  the  war.  He 
was  in  the  siege  artillery,  Jackson’s  brigade,  and 
was  taken  prisoner  at  Vicksburg,  but  shortly  after 
was  paroled.  In  1883  Mr.  Murphy  engaged  in 
merchandising  at  McNeil,  Ark.,  but  had  followed 
agricultural  pursuits  previous  to  that  time.  He 
carries  a stock  of  goods,  valued  at  $3,500,  of  gen- 
eral merchandise,  and  is  doing  a good  business. 
He  has  never  married,  and  his  sister  Araminta,  now 
a widow,  keeps  house  for  him.  He  is  a Democrat 
in  politics,  and  his  first  presidential  vote  was  for 
Seymour. 

Frank  N.  Norwood  is  one  of  the  county’s  hon- 
ored and  upright  young  men,  and  having  been  a 
resident  of  this  county  all  his  life,  he  is  well  known. 
He  was  born  November  10,  1856,  to  Marion  F.  and 
Elizabeth  (Barnett)  Norwood,  natives,  respectively, 
of  Georgia  and  Alabama.  The  former  is  now  en- 
gaged in  agricultural  pursuits  in  Nueces  County, 
Tex.  He  was  a soldier  in  the  Confederate  army 
during  the  late  war.  His  wife’s  death  occurred  in 
18(5.  She  bore  her  husband  six  children,  whose 
names  are  as  follows:  William  A.  (who  is  a farmer 
of  this  county),  Elizabeth  M.  (who  is  the  widow  of 
I.  C.  Bricli,  is  now  living  with  her  father,  in 
Texas),  John  (a  farmer  of  Johnson  County,  Tex.), 
James  K.  Polk  and  Richard  II.  (also  farming 
there),  and  Frank  N.  (the  immediate  subject  of  this 
sketch.  After  the  death  of  the  mother  of  these 
children  Mr.  Norwood  married  again,  his  second 
wife  being  Miss  Helen  Rhodes,  who  is  still  living, 
i Frank  H.  Norwood  was  reared  in  this,  his  native 
county,  but  the  early  educational  advantages  he  re- 
ceived were  of  the  most  meager  description.  In 
18S2  he  started  for  the  Lone  Star  State,  and  in 
that  State  he  was  employed  on  a cattle  range  for 
four  years,  after  which  he  devoted  two  years  to 
farming;  then  returned  to  Columbia  County,  Ark., 
and  here  has  since  made  his  home,  his  time  being 
occupied  with  the  duties  of  farm  labor.  He  is  a 


1 i 

young  man  possessing  admirable  traits  of  cliarac- 
j ter,  chief  among  which  may  be  mentioned  honesty, 

I sobriety  and  industry.  He  has  always  supported 
the  measures  of  the  Democratic  party,  and  has 
long  been  a member  of  the  Missionary  Baptist 
Church.  He  is  unmarried. 

Caspai  H.  Pace,  merchant,  Waldo,  Ark.  Con 
' sidering  that  Mr.  Pace  is  still  comparatively  a 
young  man,  ho  has  made  rapid  strides  toward  a 
successful  future,  and  is  to-day  one  of  the  substan- 
tial and  popular  business  men  of  the  township. 
He  was  born  in  Upson  County,  Ga. , January  5, 
1850,  and  is  a son  of  William  H.  and  Sarah  Eliza- 
beth (Howell)  Pace,  both  natives  of  Georgia,  the 
father  born  February  14.  1823,  and  the  mother 
about  1831.  The  parents  emigrated  from  Georgia 
i to  Columbia  County,  Ark.,  at  an  early  day.  and 
there  the  father  died  December  3.  1889.  The 
mother  is  still  living,  and  resides  four  miles  north 
of  Waldo,  on  the  farm,  with  part  of  her  children. 
Her  children  numbered  ten  in  all — five  sons  and 
five  daughters — five  sons  and  four  daughters  now 
; living.  The  paternal  grandfather,  Solomon  Pace, 
was  of  English  descent,  and  was  a native  of  one  of 
| the  Carolines.  He  was  a soldier  in  the  War  of 
1812,  and  received  his  final  summons  in  Georgia. 

! Caspar  H.  Pace,  the  eldest  of  the  above-mentioned 
children,  received  his  education  principally  in  Co- 
; lumbia  County,  and  first  engaged  in  merchandising 
in  December,  1872,  at  Lamertine,  three  miles  north 
of  Waldo.  In  1870  he  was  appointed  postmaster 
at  that  place,  and  acted  in  that  capacity  until  Au- 
| gust  29,  1SS3,  when  he  moved  to  Waldo.  There  he 
now  resides,  and  the  post-office  was  moved  at  the 
same  time,  with  Mr.  Pace  still  as  postmaster.  In 
1884  the  name  w?as  changed  to  Waldo,  and  Mr. 
Pace  held  the  office  until  August  21,  1889.  He 
was  the  means  of  moving  that  office  to  Waldo,  in 
fact,  he  was  the  principal  in  organizing  that  town. 

: At  that  time  he  was  appointed  land  agent,  and  in 
1884  was  made  ticket  agent  of  said  station,  which 
position  he  filled  for  two  years  and  two  months. 
He  has  had  a general  store  in  Waldo  since  he  first 
came  here,  and  is  doing  well  at  this  business.  He 
was  married  April  24,  1883,  to  Miss  Emma  D. 
Hay,  who  was  born  in  Nevada  County  in  1850.  and 
who  is  the  daughter  of  Daniel  IV.  and  Emma  A. 
(Lindsey)  Hay.  Air.  Hay  is  now  deceased,  but  his 
widow  is  living  in  Nevada  County.  Airs.  Pace  is  pro- 
prietress of  the  Pace  House  at  Waldo,  and  has 
conducted  the  same  since  1885.  to  the  entire  satis 
faction  of  her  many  patrons.  Mr.  and  Airs.  Pace 
, are  members  of  the  Alethodist  Episcopal  Church, 
South.  He  is  a Democrat  in  politics,  and  cast  his 
, first  presidential  vote  for  Horace  Greeley.  In  lssi 
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(lio  store  building  and  stock  of  goods  were  consumed 
by  lire,  at  a loss  of  §3.000.  There  was  no  insur- 
ance. 

Thomas  S.  Phillips,  farmer,  Waldo,  Ark.  Like 
a large  portion  of  tire  people  of  Columbia  County, 
and  especially  in  this  vicinity.  Mr.  Phillips  is  a 
native  of  Alabama,  his  birth  occurring  November 
2.  IS39,  and  is  the  son  of  Greenberry  Phillips  and 
Uinily  (Backen)  Phillips,  both  natives  also  of  Ala- 
bama. Tu  1850  the  family  star  ted  to  Arkansas,  but 
had  only  traveled  fifteen  miles  when  the  father  was 
taken  sick  and  died.  The  remainder  of  the  family 
returned  to  the  old  homestead  in  Alabama,  and 
there  resided  for  one  year.  In  1851  they  started 
out  again  for  Arkansas  and  located  in  Columbia 
County,  where  our  subject  has  since  resided,  his 
mother  making  her  home  with  him.  Thomas  S. 
was  the  eldest  of  five  children — four  sons  and  one 
daughter — three  sons  and  one  daughter  now  living. 

o'  O £T5 

Mo  was  nine  years  of  age  when  he  came  with  his 
mother  to  Arkansas,  and  here  he  received  all  his 
schooling.  In  1801  he  enlisted  in  the  Confederate 
army,  Company  A,  Thirty-third  Arkansas  Infantry 
Regiment,  and  served  until  the  surrender.  He 
was  in  the  battles  of  Little  Rock.  Mansfield,  etc., 
and  after  peace  was  declared  he  returned  to  this 
county.  In  1878  he  was  married  to  Miss  Mary 
Clark,  a native  of  Columbia  County,  and  they 
have  three  children  - a son  and  two  daughters: 
Lmily  E.,  Amanda  C.  and  Thomas  F.  Mr.  Phil- 
lips resides  on  the  farm  entered  by  his  mother 
when  they  first  came  to  Arkansas,  nearly  forty 
years  ago.  and  struck  the  first  blow  toward  clear- 
ing said  farm,  which  at  that  time  was  covered  with 
wood.  This  farm  is  situated  five  miles  northeast 
of  Waldo,  and  Mr.  Phillips  has  eighty  acres  under 
cultivation  and  fifty  acres  under  fence.  He  and 
wife  are  members  of  the  Missionary  Baptist 
Church,  and  are  honest,  industrious  people.  In 
politics  he  affiliates  with  the  Democratic  party. 

Maj.  James  T.  Poe,  farmer,  Sharman,  Ark. 
M aj.  Poe,  a second  cousin  of  the  famous  writer, 
Edgar  Allen  Poe,  was  born  in  Alabama  in  1829. 
passed  his  boyhood  and  youth  in  that  State,  and 
was  there  married  in  1850  to  Miss  Mary  Nall,  a 
native  of  Alabama,  born  July  14,  1834.  Ten 
children  were  born  to  this  union — live  sons  and  five 
daughters — four  sons  and  two  daughters  now  liv- 
ing: Nathan,  Cappie.  Mary  (wife  of  Zenus  Park), 
U'uisa  (wife  of  Silas  Daugherty),  Tjee  and  Willie. 
Maj.  p()0  emigrated  to  Saline  County.  Ark.,  in 
DoO.  from  Alabama,  and  in  May,  18(31,  enlisted  in 
be*  Confederate  army  to  tight  for  the  cause  of  the 
South  in  Company  A,  Eleventh  Arkansas  lfogi- 
nwut.  He  was  made  first  lieutenant  of  the  regi- 


I ment,  and  later  was  elected  major  of  the  same, 

I which  position  he  held  during  the  remainder  of  the 
| war.  Previous  to  the  war  he  bold  the  office  of 
j county  and  probate  judge  of  what  is  now  Saline 
County,  Ark.,  but  resigned  this  position  to  enter 
the  army.  The  first  year  Maj.  Poe  was  stationed 
: at  Fort  Pillow  and  Island  No.  10.  and  was  taken 
prisoner  at  the  last  named  place.  He  was  retained 
a prisoner  at  Johnson’s  Island  for  about  six  months, 
and  was  then  exchanged  at  Vicksburg.  Later  he 
was  sent  to  Port.Hud.son,  and  was  there  during  the 
siege  and  after  the  fall  of  that  place.  His  com- 
; mand  was  then  mounted,  and  he  served  in  the  cav- 
alry until  the  close  of  hostilities.  Lie  was  at  Jen- 
kins’ Ferry,  Mark’s  Mill  and  Poison  Springs.  After 
the  war  he  went  to  Columbia  County,  Ark.,  whither 
his  family  had  moved  in  1803,  and  has  been  a resi- 
dent of  this  county  ever  since.  In  1874  he  was 
elected  representative  of  this  county,  and  served 
for  two  years,  filling  the  position  in  an  able  and 
' highly  satisfactory  manner.  He  is  the  owner  of 
460  acres  of  land,  and  has  about  125  acres  under 
cultivation.  He  is  a Royal  Arch  Mason,  member 
; of  the  Chapter  at  Magnolia,  and  was  made  a Master 
! Mason  at  Calhoun,  this  county,  in  1863.  He  and 
| wife  and  all  the  children,  but  the  youngest,  are 
members  of  the  Missionary  Baptist-  Church.  The 
Major  takes  a deep  interest  in  all  matters  relating 
1 to  the  welfare  of  his  community,  and  is  one  of 
! Columbia  County’s  most  intluential  citizens.  His 
parents,  Calvin  and  Mary  (Willingham)  Poe,  were 
natives  of  North  Carolina  and  Augusta,  Ga. , 
respectively,  the  father  born  about  1805.  The 
1 mother  died  in  Alabama,  about  1848  and  the  father 
I in  Grant  County,  Ark. , in  1883.  The  latter  moved 
from  North  Carolina  to  Alabama,  and  thence 
about  1870  to  Arkansas,  where  he  received  his 
final  summons.  Their  marriage  resulted  in  the 
birth  of  ten  children — five  sons  and  five  daughters 
— two  sons  and  two  daughters  now  living.  The 
paternal  grandfather,  John  Poe,  was  born  in  Vir- 
ginia and  was  of  English  descent. 

Joel  H.  Pollard  is  the  proprietor  of  the  Mag- 
nolia Record,  one  of  the  newsy  and  intluential 
journals  of  the  State.  He  was  born  in  Fayette- 
ville, Ark.,  December  4,  1858,  and  was  the  eldest 
of  three  children  born  to  the  union  of  T.  W.  Pol- 
lard and  Elizabeth  Cooper,  the  former  a Ken- 
tuckian by  birth  and  the  latter  a native  of  51  is 
souri.  The  father  has  followed  the  occupation  of 
merchandising  nearly  all  his  lifo,  but  of  late  years 
has  been  retired  from  active  business.  During 
the  Rebellion  he  served  in  the  Confederate  armv, 
hut  was  at"  one  time  captured  by  the  Union  sol- 
diers and  was  kept  a prisoner  at  Springfield,  Mo. , 
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for  some  time.  Fie  was  brought  to  Arkansas  in 
1840,  when  only  four  years  of  age,  and  here  his 
father,  Dr.  T.  J.  Pollard,  became  one  of  the  best 
known  physicians  of  this  State.  He  died  on 
Christmas  day,  1889,  in  his  eighty-fourth  year, 
having;  served  as  a surgeon  in  the  late  war.  Of 
the  three  children  born  to  T.  W.  Pollard  and 
wife,  the  eldest  is  the  subject  of  this  sketch.  W. 
S.,  an  attorney-at-law  of  Fayetteville,  Ark  , is  the 
next  in  order  of  birth,  and  Mary  R. , wife  of  T. 
B.  Latham,  an  attorney  of  Fort  Smith,  Ark. , is 
the  youngest.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Pollard  are  still  re- 
siding in  Fayetteville,  and  are  esteemed  and  re- 
spected by  all  who  know  them.  In  the  city  of 
Fayetteville  Joel  H.  Pollard  was  given  educational 
advantages  far  above  the  ordinary,  and  after  at- 
I tending  the  public  schools  he  finished  his  educa- 
tion in  the  Fayetteville  University7',  and  at  the  age 
of  eighteen  years  he  became  connected  with  the 
Democrat  of  Fayetteville,  Ark.  He  remained 
thus  connected  until  1 STS,  then  moved  to  Ozark 
and  established  the  Industrial  Advocate,  which  he 
published  for  two  years.  He  next  located  in  Con- 
way and  established  the  Conway  Democrat,  but 
| disposed  of  it  soon  afterward  and  went  to  Texas, 
remaining  one  year.  Since  1885  he  has  been  a | 
resident  of  Magnolia,  and  on  March  4,  1885,  the  j 
first  edition  of  the  Columbia  Record  was  given  to 
the  public,  of  which  he  has  since  been  the  pro- 
prietor and  publisher.  This  paper  has  the  largest  j 
circulation  of  any  in  Southern  Arkansas,  and  is 
1 published  strictly  in  the  interests  of  the  Demo- 

j cratic  party.  Mr.  Pollard  is  a journalist  of  more 

than  ordinary  ability7,  and  his  editorials  are  interest- 
ing and  readable  and  show  that  he  is  the  thorough 
master  of  the  subject  he  handles.  His  paper  is 
rapidly7  increasing  iu  circulation,  and  in  a short 
space  of  time  has  become  one  of  the  leading  jour- 
nals of  the  State.  His  worthy  wife  was  formerly 
Miss  Lena  M.  Smithey,  a native  of  Missouri,  and 
a daughter  of  James  and  Phoebe  (Lowry)  Smithey, 
who  were  born  on  Blue-Grass  soil.  To  Mr.  Pol- 
lard and  his  wife  two  children  have  been  born, 
Carl  and  Lizzie. 

John  Jimerson  Pope,  farmer.  Pickier,  Ark. 
The  name  which  appears  above  will  be  at  once 
recognized  by  nearly7  all  of  those  in  the  township, 
for  it  is  borne  by  a man  intimately  associated  with 
the  agricultural  interests  of  Dorcheat  Township. 
Born  in  Mississippi  on  August  ‘24,  1840.  Mr.  Pope 
is  the  son  of  Daulphin  Pope,  and  grandson  of  Jacob 
Pope,  Sr.,  the  latter  of  Irish  descent.  Daulphin 
Pope,  Jr.,  was  horn  m South  Carolina,  in  December, 
18(10,  ami  died  in  this  county  in  1805.  He  removed 
w ith  his  parents  to  M ississippi  w lien  but  a boy,  crew 


! to  manhood  there,  and  was  there  married  to  Miss 
j Elizabeth  Mixon,  a native  of  Alabama,  born  in 
| 1806.  She  is  still  living  and  resides  in  this 
county.  After  their  marriage  the  parents  moved 
to  Alabama,  then  back  to  Mississippi,  and  in  1853 
j they7  came  to  Columbia  County,  Ark.,  where  the 
father  bought  an  improved  farm.  Here  he  received 
j His  final  summons  ns  stated  above.  Their  family 
i consisted  of  four  sons  and  ten  daughters.  Twelve 
j of  the  children  lived  to  be  grown  and  married. 
Of  these  children,  John  J.  Pope  was  the  eleventh 
in  order  of  birth.  He  lias  been  reared  in  this 
county  since  seven  years  of  age,  and  here  received 
his  education  in  the  common  schools  He  selected 
as  his  companion  in  life,  Miss  Eudora  Blewer,  a 
native  of  Charleston,  S.  C.,  born  in  1844.  and  was 
married  to  her  on  February  14,  1867.  The  fol- 
lowing living  children  have  blessed  this  union: 
Louis.  Hulett,  Frances,  Jacob,  Arthur.  Patrick, 
Minnie  and  Otis.  Mr.  Pope  lias  been  a resident 
of  this  township  ever  since  he  first  came  to  this 
county,  and  is  web  known  and  universally  respected. 
In  May,  1864,  he  enlisted  in  Company  G,  Twenty7  - 
sixth  Arkansas  Regiment  Infantry,  Confederate 
army,  and  w7as  in  service  just  twelve  months. 
He  has  resided  on  his  present  farm,  consisting 
of  320  acres,  with  100  acres  under  cultivation, 
since  1868,  and  is  eighteen  miles  southwest 
of  the  county7  seat.  He  ran  a saw-mill  from  1884 
to  1888,  in  connection  with  farming,  also  had 
a grist-mill  and  cotton-gin  at  that  time.  He  be- 
came  a member  of  the  Masonic  fraternity.  Hewey 
Lodge  No.  72,  in  1889;  has  held  the  office  of  jus- 
tice  of  the  peace  of  his  township  three  years,  and 
was  constable  two  years.  His  first  presidential 
vote  was  for  Horace  Greeley,  and  consequently  he 
is  a Democrat  in  politics.  He  and  wife  are  worthy 
members  of  the  Protestant  Methodist  Church. 
He  erected  a fine  dwelling  on  his  farm  in  1888, 
and  everything  about  his  place  indicates  an  ener- 
getic farmer  and  a thrifty  owner. 

Luther  Powell,  farmer,  Pickier,  Ark.  The 
farm  which  Mr.  Powell  owns  and  conducts  in  such 
an  enterprising,  industrious  manner,  embraces  160 
acres,  situated  twenty -two  miles  southwest  of  the 
county7  seat,  and  forms  one  of  the  neat,  comforta- 
ble homesteads  of  this  township.  The  improver 
ments  upon  it  are  convenient  and  complete,  and 
such  as  are  necessary.  Mr.  Powell  was  originally7 
from  Southern  Mississippi,  his  birth  occurring 
January  5.  1823,  and  is  a son  of  Henson  Powell, 
a native  of  North  Carolina,  and  the  grandson  of 
Douglas  Powell,  who  was  of  Scotch  Irish  origin. 
The  father  was  married  to  Mis^  Clarissa  Mor  e,  a 
native  also  of  North  Carolina,  and  seven  children 
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uero  Born  to  them,  only  one  now  living.  They  both 
.lied  in  Hinds  County.  Miss.,  in  1SS2.  Luther 
l’owell  was  taught  the  duties  of  the  farm  when  a j 
boy,  received  his  education  in  the  common  schools 
of  Mississippi,  and  was  married  there  in  1850  to  ; 
Miss  Martha  Black,  a native  of  Alabama.  Of  the  j 
seven  children  born  to  this  union,  one  son  and  two  I 
daughters  are  now  living:  Calvin.  Lora  (wife  of  j 

Dr.  D.  E.  Allen),  and  Sophia  (wife  of  Thomas  j 
Twiftv).  Mrs.  Powell  died  in  i860,  and  in  IS  <3 
.Mr.  1 ’oweli  took  for  his  second  wife  Miss  Emaline  I 
Llliolt,  who  was  born  in  Mississippi.  In  1853  Mr.  I 
Powell  emigrated  from  Mississippi  to  Columbia 
County.  Ark.,  and  here  he  has  since  made  his  home. 
Of  his  line  farm,  he  has  sixty-five  acres  under  cul- 
tivation, and  in  connection  with  this  industry,  he  is 
also  the  owner  of  a cottin-gin,  which  was  erected 
in  1850,  and  run  by  horse  power.  It  is  now  run 
by  steam  power.  Mr.  Powell  is  a Master  Mason, 
a member  of  Hewey  Lodge  No.  72,  having  joined  j 
that  organization  in  1801.  Pie  held  the  office  of  : 
sheriff  of  Marion  County,  Miss.,  from  ISPS  to 
1852,  two  terms,  and  has  also  held  the  office  of 
justice  of  the  peace  in  this  township  two  terms. 

In  politics  he  is  a Democrat,  casting  his  first  vote 
for  James  K.  Polk,  and  has  ever  been  a public- 
spirited  citizen.  He  and  wife  are  members  of  the 
Missionary  Baptist  Church. 

Thomas  C.  Pullig,  general  merchant,  Waldo, 

o o 

Ark.  A native-born  resident  of  the  county,  his 
birth  occurring  in  1852,  Mr.  Pullig  is  at  present 
engaged  in  general  merchandising  in  Waldo,  and 
is  an  enterprising,  thorough  man  of  business.  His 
father,  Joseph  T.  Pullig,  was  born  in  South  Caro- 
lina, and  emigrated  to  Ouachita  County,  Ark.,  by 
overland  route  in  1845,  when  there  were  but  two 
buildings  in  what  is  now  Camden.  He  was  over- 
seer on  a plantation  twelve  miles  south  of  that 
town,  and  there  remained  until  1S53,  when  he 
moved  to  what  is  now  Columbia  County,  being 
among  the  early  settlers  of  that  county.  He  was 
married  in  Ouachita,  to  Miss  Margaret  Elliott,  a 
native  of  South  Carolina,  who  died  in  1867.  They  ; 
were  the  parents  of  seven  children — four  sous  and  j 
three  daughters — all  living  at  the  present  time,  j 
I he  father  is  still  living,  and  makes  his  home  in  j 
Columbia  County.  Thomas  C.  Pullig,  the  eldest  I 
"f  the  above-mentioned  children,  was  reared  in  that 
county,  but  received  the  principal  part  of  his  edu- 
eatiou  since  he  was  twenty-one  years  of  age.  He 
was  married  February  10,  1881,  to  Miss  Alexzeua  . 
Bulger,  a native  of  Columbia  County,  and  to  them 
Imvc  been  horn  three  children:  Edna,  Lucv  and 

I Wight.  Mr.  Pullig  first  engaged  in  merchandis-  i 
"ig  at  Macedonia,  Columbia  County,  in  1880,  and  ! 
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at  the  end  of  four  years,  came  to  Waldo,  where  he 
has  since  made  his  home.  He  carries  a general  line 
of  mercantile  goods  valued  at  about  84,000,  and 
is  doing  a live  business.  He  first  started  with  a 
81,200  stock,  making  the  money  on  the  farm  pre- 
vious to  engaging  in  the  business.  He  has  held 
the  office  of  justice  of  the  peace  of  Buena  Yista 
Township  for  four  years,  and  in  his  political  views 
affiliates  with  the  Democratic  party,  casting  his  i 
first  presidential  vote  for  S.  J.  Tilden.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  South, 
and  his  wife  is  a member  of  the  Baptist  Church. 

Air.  Pullig  worked  as  deputy  assessor  in  this  county 
for  six  years.  He  is  an  influential  citizen,  and  is 
highly  respected 

A.  A.  Reid  is  engaged  in  tilling  one  of  the  finest 
farms  in  this  section  of  the  country,  it  containing 
320  acres,  of  which  his  father  became  possessed 
prior  to  his  death.  A.  A.  Reid  was  horn  in  Co- 
lumbia County,  Ark. . December  6,1861,  being  one  of 
nine  children  born  to  \Y.  H.  C.  and  Jane  AX.  (Joiner) 
Reid,  who  were  native  Georgians.  The  former 
came  to  Arkansas  in  1 84  S or  1849,  and  settled  in 
Columbia  County,  having  lived  in  Louisiana  a short 
time  prior  to  this,  and  being  much  pleased  with 
this  country,  he  continued  to  make  Ids  home  here 
until  his  death,  which  occurred  on  August  10, 
1881.  He  made  for  himself  an  honorable  name  in 
this  community,  and  three  different  times  repre- 
sented this  county  in  the  Lower  House  of  the  j 
State  Legislature,  and  one  time  in  the  State  Sen- 
ate.  his  first  election  being  in  1869.  bis  subsequent 
elections  being  in  1875,  18  il  and  1879.  His 
career  is  but  another  evidence  of  the  possibilities  J 
voung  men  have  for  advancement,  for  he  com- 
menced  life  a poor  boy,  and  before  his  death  had 
won  the  esteem  and  respect  of  all;  was  an  honora- 
ble and  useful  member  of  society,  and  possessed 
a comfortable  competency.  As  a husband,  father 
and  friend,  he  was  loyalty  and  kindness  itself,  and 
his  death  was  universally  lamented.  He  died  at 
the  age  of  fifty-nine  or  sixty  years,  being  an  earnest 
member  of  the  Alethodist  Episcopal  Church,  and 
from  the  time  he  was  twenty-one  years  of  age,  he 
was  a worthy  member  of  the  A.  F.  & A.  AI. , being, 
during  the  latter  years  of  his  life,  a member  of 
Columbia  Lodge  No.  82.  His  widow  still  survives  j 
him,  is  sixty-three  years  of  age,  and  makes  her 
home  with  her  son,  A.  A.  Reid.  Air.  Reid  was  a 
commissioned  officer  of  the  Confederate  army  dnr 
ing  the  war,  and  faithfully  served  the  cause  he 
espoused  from  the  beginning  until  the  close  of 
hostilities.  The  war  left  him  in  a very  embarrassed 
condition,  financially,  but  as  above  seen  he  sur 
mounted  the  difficulties  which  strewed  his  path  wav 
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and  was  soon  in  independent,  circumstances.  His 
farm  is  now  successfully  managed  by  his  son,  A. 
A.  Reid,  who  was  educated  in  the  public  schools 
of  this  county.  He  is  an  intelligent  and  industrious 
young  man,  and  for  the  past  four  years  has  tilled 
the  office  of  justice  of  the  peace.  He  was  married 
in  1889  to  Miss  Mary  Bird,  of  this  county,  her 
father  and  mother,  nee,  Martha  Dees,  being  early 
settlers  of  this  section  and  natives  of  Alabama.  Of 
a family  of  ten  children  born  to  W.  H.  C.  and 
Jane  M.  Reid,  six  are  now  living:  Leonard  TV. 

(a  successful  school  teacher  of  Ouachita  County). 
R.  Y.  (a  farmer  of  Tulip,  La.),  J.  \V.  (a  farmer 
of  Clifton,  Tex.),  W.  J.  (a  farmer  of  Charlie, 
Tex.),  Ellen  J.  (wife  of  TV.  P.  Couch  of  this  county), 
and  A.  A.  (the  immediate  subject  of  this  sketch). 

Dr.  John  Preston  Roberts  has  long  had  an  en- 
viable reputation  as  a physician  and  surgeon  of 
Columbia  County,  and  he  is  especially  well  known 
in  M agnolia.  He  was  born  in  Nelson  County*  Ya., 
in  1818,  and  is  the  second  of  twelve  children  born 
to  Elliott  N.  and  Elizabeth  (Dawson)  Roberts,  who 
were  also  born  in  the  Old  Dominion,  the  former 
being  a prosperous  planter.  He  died  in  1855  and 
his  wife  in  1848,  and  of  their  family  of  twelve  chil- 
dren only  two  are  now  living — the  subject  of  this 
sketch,  and  his  sister,  Sallie,  who  lives  in  Virginia. 
Dr.  Roberts’  earl}  advantages  were  good,  and  be- 
sides attending  the  common  schools,  he  at  the  age 
of  eighteen  years  entered  Oak  Lawn  College,  from 
which  institution  he  was  graduated  when  in  his 
twenty-first,  year.  He  had  long  desired  to  be- 
come a practitioner  of  the  healing  art  and  with 
this  end  in  view,  he  entered  the  office  of  his  uncle, 
Dr.  John  H.  Roberts,  a graduate  of  the  College 
of  Physicians  and  Surgeons  of  New  York  City, 
and  diligently  pursued  the  study  of  medicine  for 
two  years,  in  the  same  time  attending  lectures  in  a 
Virginia  Medical  College  during  the  regular  ses- 
sions and  graduated  as  au  M.  D.  in  the  spring  of 
1844.  He  then  practiced  his  profession  several 
years  in  the  Valley  of  Virginia  after  which  he  at- 
tended a course  of  lectures  at  a medical  college  of 
Annapolis,  Md.  A few  years  after  that  he  removed 
to  Arkan-as.  In  order  to  get  a better  knowledge 
of  the  diseases  of  the  southerly  country  he  matricu- 
lated in  the  medical  department  of  the  University 
of  Louisana,  New  Orleans,  in  1859.  At  the  end 
of  the  session  he  opened  an  office  (his  first  settle- 
ment) at  Falcon,  Columbia  County,  it  being  now 
in  Nevada  County.  He  became  a resident  of  Mag- 
nolia in  July,  1808,  and  for  the  past  twenty-two 
years  this  has  been  his  home.  His  practice  is  suf- 
ficiently large  to  keep  him  fully  employed  in  his 
office  or  in  the  surrounding  country.  He  is  now 


engaged  in  the  drug  business  also  and  keeps  an 
extensive  and  select  stock  of  goods.  He  was  mar- 
ried in  November,  1858,  to  Miss  Julia  Wing  held, 
of  Virginia,  by  whom  he  became  the  father  of 
three  children:  Delia  (wife  of  IV.  J.  Hays,  of  this 

county),  Rosalie  (wife  of  . R.  Cross,  of  Mag- 
nolia). and  Charles  P.  (au  attorney  of  Little  Rock. 
Ark.).  The  mother  of  these  children  was  called  to 
her  long  home  in  June,  1S85,  having  been  a daugh- 
ter of  Rev.  Charles  and  Carey  (Nicholas)  11  ing- 
field,  natives  of  Virginia.  Dr.  Roberts  was  mar- 
ried the  second  time,  in  October,  1888,  to  Mrs. 
Edmonie  P.  Wingfield,  of  Virginia,  and  both  are 
members  of  the  Missionary  Baptist  Church.  The 
Doctor  is  a member  of  Columbia  Lodge  No.  82. 
A.  F.  & A.  M. , also  of  Magnolia  Chapter  No.  11 
and  Pike  Council  No.  8.  He  also  belongs  to  Co- 
lumbia Lodge  No.  24,  I.  O.  O.  F.  He  gives  lib- 
erally of  his  means  in  the  support  of  enterprises 
tending  to  build  up  the  county,  and  is  an,  especial 
friend  to  schools,  churches,  etc. 

J.  B.  Rudd  has  been  familiar  with  farming 
from  his  earliest  boyhood,  learning  the  details  of 
the  work  of  his  father,  and  he  is  considered  one  of 
the  foremost  agriculturists  and  stockmen  of  tins 
region.  He  was  born  in  Georgia  in  1838,  but  was 
brought  to  this  State  and  county  in  1849  by  his 
parents,  Pleasant  and  Martha  (Harris)  Rudd,  and 
here  received  his  education,  which  was  only  such 
as  the  common  schools  afforded.  He  began  his 
career  as  an  independent  farmer  at  the  age  of 
twenty'  one  years,  on  land  which  he  had  entered  in 
1854,  at  a cost  of  81.25  per  acre,  and  here  he  was 
married  in  1855  to  Miss  Martha,  a daughter  of 
William  and  Martha  (Kindrick)  Garraid,  natives 
of  the  Palmetto  State.  Mrs.  Rudd  was  born 
in  Georgia,  and  prior  to  her  death,  which  occurred 
in  1803,  she  had  borne  her  husband  three  children: 
Willie  (wife  of  P.  J.  Hayes,  of  this  county),  Jim 
mie  G.  (wife  of  James  Warren),  and  Susan  F. 
(wife  of  B.  F.  Smith,  a farmer  of  this  region).  At. 
the  opening  of  the  war  Mr.  Rudd  espoused  the 
cause  of  the  Confederacy,  becoming  a member  of 
Company  G,  Twenty-sixth  Arkansas  Infantry,  and 
served  on  the  west  side  of  the  Mississippi  River, 
| taking  part  in  the  battles  of  Prairie  Grove.  Fort 
! Smith,  Pleasant  Elill  and  Saline.  He  surrendered 
with  his  command  at  Marshall,  Tex.,  but  having  a 
j leave  of  absence  was  not  present  at  that  time.  He 
j came  home  and  notwithstanding  the  fact  that  his 
; stock  had  all  been  driven  off,  and  nothing  was  left 
him  but  his  land,  he  has  been  prosperous,  and  is 
I now  the  owner  of  about  344  acres  of  land,  with 
about  100  acres  improved  and  under  cultivation. 
In  1865  he  was  married  to  his  present  wife,  Mrs. 
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Mary  C.  Garrard,  a daughter  of  Riley  and  Sarah 
(Hollingsworth)  Moody,  natives  of  Georgia,  who 
came  to  this  State  in  1845,  entering  land  in  Co- 
lumbia County,  which  the  father  tilled  until  his 
death  in  1889.  By  his  wife,  who  now  resides  in 
Nevada  County,  he  became  the  father  of  eleven 
children,  eight  being  still  alive:  Dora  A.  (widow  of 
A.  B.  Murphy,  of  Claiborne  Parish,  La.),  Asbury 
(of  Nevada  County),  Benjamin  F.  (of  Ouachita 
County),  Melinda  J.  (wife  of  R.  J.  Henry),  Sarah, 
Joseph  (in  Colorado),  Agues  (wife  of  Stephen 
Wright,  of  Nevada  County),  and  A.  C.  (of  Texas). 
The  mother  of  these  children  is  now  nearly  ninety 
years  of  age,  but  is  yet  quito  strong  and  active, 
and  gives  promise  of  living  a number  of  years  to 
come.  Mrs.  Rudd  was  born  in  Alabama  in  1835. 
and  is  the  mother  of  two  children:  Lula  May  and 
Eunice.  Both  Air.  and  Mrs.  Rudd  are  members 
of  the  Christian  Church,  and  he  belongs  to  the 
A.  F.  & A.  M. , Columbia  Lodge  No.  82,  and  is  at 
the  present  time  worthy  master  of  his  lodge.  He 
takes  an  active  interest  in  educational  matters,  and 
is  also  a warm  friend  to  the  cause  of  Christianity. 
His  father  and  mother  were  born  in  North  Carolina 
and  Virginia,  respectively,  and  upon  his  arrival  in 
this  State  the  former  entered  land  in  what  was  then 
Lafayette  but  is  now  Columbia  County,  and  made 
his  home  on  this  land  until  his  death,  which  oc- 
curred in  1855,  his  widow's  death  occurring  in  1868, 
both  being  members  of  the  Baptist  Church.  Their 
children  are  as  follows:  Pleasant  G.  (who  died  in 
Columbia  County,  Ark.),  Caroline  (wife  of  Robert 
Melton,  of  Waldo,  Ark.),  James  P.  (the  subject  of 
this  biography),  Susanna  (wife  of  C.  L.  Lane,  of 
Pope  County),  Sarah  (wife  of  E.  T.  McDaniel,  of 
Nevada  County),  Judith  (wife  of  A.  J.  Hud  man, 
of  Columbia  County),  A.  A.,  and  C.  R.  (of  this 
county),  and  two  that  died  unnamed. 

Franklin  B.  Scott,  one  of  the  old  residents  and 
much  esteemed  agriculturists  of  Clay  Township, 
was  originally  from  Georgia,  his  birth  occurring 
July  29,  1818.  His  parents,  Darius  and  Elizabeth 
(McDonald)  Scott,  were  both  natives  of  South 
Carolina,  the  father  born  in  1794.  The  parents 
moved  from  South  Carolina  to  Georgia,  thence  to 
Ouachita  County,  in  1849,  and  to  Columbia 
County,  Ark.,  one  year  later.  They  were  among 
the  first  settlers,  and  experienced  all  the  privations 
and  hardships  incident  to  pioneer  life.  The 
mother  died  in  Bibb  County.  Ga. , in  1827,  and  the 
father  in  Columbia  County.  Ark.,  September  19, 
1882.  Of  the  four  children  born  to  this  union 
only  one  is  now  living.  After  his  first  wife’s  death 
Mr.  Scott  married  again,  and  became  the  father 
of  seven  children.  Franklin  B.  Scott  was  reared 


in  Georgia,  educated  in  the  schools  of  that  State, 
and  was  early  trained  to  the  duties  of  the  farm. 
In  1840  he  selected  for  his  companion  in  life  Miss 
' Martha  Caroline  Baldwin,  a native  of  Georgia, 
i born  July  18,  1820,  and  the  fruits  of  this  union 
! were  ten  children — five  sous  and  five  daughters — 
two  sons  and  three  daughters  now  living:  Jesse, 
John,  Nancy  O , Mary  (wife  of  Henry  Tie),  and 
Elizabeth  (wife  of  Joseph  E.  Matthews).  Air. 
Scott  came  to  Arkansas  in  1842.  settled  in  Union 
County,  and  the  next  year  moved  to  Ouachita 
County,  where  'he  remained  three  years.  He  then 
moved  to  this  county,  and  lias  been  a resident  of 
the  same  since  that  time.  He  entered  a farm  of 
eighty  acres  in  1860,  and  in  1866  he  entered  120 
acres  more.  He  is  now  the  owner  of  365  acres, 
and  has  about  forty  acres  under  cultivation.  Air. 

: Scott  was  elected  justice  of  the  peace  in  1866.  held 
i that  office  four  years,  and  was  then  elected  county 
and  probate  judge  in  1882,  filling  that  position 
| for  two  years.  In  politics  he  was  formerly  a 
Whig,  but  is  now  a stanch  Democrat,  his  first 
, presidential  vote  being  for  Harrison.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  A.  F.  & A.  AL,  Beech  Creek  Lodge 
I No.  199,  and  is  a Alaster  Alason.  He  and  Airs. 
Scott  are  members  of  the  Alissionary  Baptist 
Church.  Air.  Scott  was  an  able  and  efficient  offi- 
cer, and  a man  universally  respected. 

Dr.  John  A.  Searcy,  practicing  physician  and 
surgeon,  Buckner,  Ark.  Dr.  Searcy  is  a man  of 
decided  intellectual  ability,  is  ever  ready  to  obey 
the  call  of  all  classes,  and  is,  in  truth,  a physician 
of  thorough  learning  and  experience.  He  was 
I born  in  Kentucky,  September  3,  1839,  and  when 
! ten  years  of  age  went  with  his  parents  to  Missouri, 
j where  he  was  reared  and  educated.  He  received 
his  medical  education  at  St.  Louis  Aledical  College, 
i from  winch  he  graduated  in  Alarcli,  1801,  and 
I since  that  time  has  been  engaged  in  active  practice. 
He  was  a surgeon  in  the  Confederate  army  for  four 
years.  On  Alarch  16,  1867,  he  wont  to  Lafayette 
County,  Ark.,  located  at  Alars  Hill,  and  practiced 
there  until  Alarch  18,  1888,  when  he  came  to  Buck 
| ner.  where  he  now  resides.  His  career  as  a physi- 
| cian  has  long  been  well  and  favorably  known  to  the 
many  who  have  tested  his  healing  ability,  and  his 
i reputation  also  as  a citizen  is  second  to  none.  He 
was  married  September  27,  1866,  to  Aliss  Sallip  J. 
Hubbard,  a native  of  Caswell  County,  N.  C.,  and 
to  them  have  been  born  eight  children — four  sons 
and  four  daughters:  Marv  B.  (wife  of  \\  illiaiu 

H.  Waddell).  Robert  L..  Eva  E.,  Willie  G.,  Fred- 
erick  J.,  Alabel,  Fay  C.  and  John  E.  Dr.  Searcy 
has  an  interest  in  320  acres  of  land  in  Hempstead 
County,  has  a house  and  lot  in  this  county,  amt 
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also  lias  considerable  property  in  New  Lewisville. 

In  bis  political  preferment  be  is  a Democrat,  and 
bis  first  presidential  N ote  was  cast,  for  J.  C.  Breck- 
inridge, in  tbe  rotunda  of  tbe  court  bouse  at  St. 
Louis.  Socially,  tbe  Doctor  is  a member  of  tbe  K.  of 
H.  He  is  tbe  son  of  Nathaniel  Searcy,  a native  of  j 
Kentucky,  and  grandson  of  John  Searcy,  Sr.,  who 
was  born  in  tbe  Old  Dominion,  and  who  died  when 
nearly  one  hundred  years  old.  Tbe  grandfather 
was  of  English  descent,  and  was  a soldier  in  tbe 
War  of  the  Revolution.  Tbe  mother  of  our  sub- 
ject, whose  maiden  name  was  Miss  Mary  A.  Wood, 
was  born  in  Kentucky,  and  died  in  Texas  in  1873. 
Tbe  parents  emigrated  from  Kentucky  to  Missouri, 
and  landed  at  Weston  on  April  1,  1850.  From 
there  they  went  to  Bonham,  Fannin  County, 
Tex.,  in  i860,  and  the  father  now  resides  near  that 
city. 

James  A.  Sewell  is  the  sheriff  of  Columbia 
County,  Ark.,  and  no  more  capable  and  trusty  man 
for  tbe  position  could  bo  found.  His  birth  oc- 
curred in  Madison  County,  Tenn. , in  1838,  be  be- 
ing tbe  seventh  of  nine  children  born  to  Jacob  and 
Mary  (Trousdale)  Sewell,  natives  of  North  Caro- 
lina and  Tennessee,  respectively.  The  father, 
who  was  a farmer,  came  to  Tennessee  about  1820, 
and  settled  down  to  tilling  the  soil,  an  occupation 
he  followed  until  his  death,  which  occurred  in  1862, 
his  widow  passing  from  life  in  18S9,  at  the  age  of  i 
eightv-eiglit  years.  Only  four  of  their  children  j 
are  now  living:  John  P.  (who  is  a planter  of, 

Texas),  M.  E.  (wife  of  J.  A.  Ragsdale,  of  Union  j 
County,  Ark.).  Y.  E.  (wife  of  G.  W.  Eubanks,  of 
Columbia  County,  Ark  ),  and  James  A.  The  lat- 
ter was  educated  in  this  county,  whither  his  father- 
had  moved  in  1844,  and  his  youth  was  spent  in 
the  monotonous  duties  of  farm  life,  and  in  acquir- 
ing a practical  education  in  the  common  schools. 

; Owing  to  the  fact  that  he  possessed  a line  intellect, 
and  energy  enough  to  apply  himself  assiduously  to 
! his  duties  he  has  become  one  of  the  most  success- 
ful and  best-informed  business  men  within  the  j 
limits  of  this  county.  At  the  age  of  twenty- two 
years  he  joined  Company  K of  the  Nineteenth  j 
Arkansas  Infantry  as  a private,  and  served  on  the  ( 
east  side  of  the  Mississippi  River  until  1864.  par-  ! 
ticipating  in  the  battles  of  Farmington,  Iulca, 
Corinth,  Port  Gibson,  Baker’s  Creek. and  numerous 
skirmishes.  At  the  siege  of  "Vicksburg  he  was 
taken  prisoner,  but  at  the  end  of  three  months  was 
paroled  and  returned  home.  He  was  afterward 
exchanged,  and  in  1.864  joined  Gen.  Dockery’s 
brigade  of  Arkansas  Cavalry,  and  served  in  the 
West  during  the  remainder  of  the  war.  He  then 
was  at  Mark’s  Mill  and  Prairie  Dehand.  During 


the  war  he  was  twice  wounded,  tirst  at  Corinth  by 
a minie-ball  in  the  right  hip,  and  the  next  time 
at  Baker’s  Creek  in  the  right  shoulder.  He  sur- 
rendered at  Marshall,  Tex.,  in  May,  1865.  returned 
home  at  once,  and  resumed  farming,  but  gave  up 
this  work  when  elected  county  sheriff  in  1888. 
llis  first  farming  was  done  on  the  old  homestead, 
for  he  was  completely  broken  up,  financially,  but  by 
'1S79  he  had  accumulated  sufficient  means  to  pur- 
chase 1 SO  acres  of  land,  sixty  of  which  he  had  nicely 
improved,  but  has  since  sold.  He  was  married  in 
1875  to  Miss  M.  Y.  Lovett,  of  Brazos  County,  Tex., 
she  being  a daughter  of  John  F.  and  Betsey  May 
Lovett,  of  Arkansas.  Mr.  and  Mrs- Sewell  have 
a family  of  four  children:  R.  E.,  Durwood,  Spead 
and  Pico.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Sewell  are  members  of 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  South,  and  he  is 
a member  of  the  A.  F.  & A.  M.,  Columbia  Lodge 
No.  82. 

Robert  R.  Sharmau  (deceased)  was  a merchant 
of  Magnolia,  Ark.,  but  was  born  in  Jasper  County, 
Ga. , being  a son  of  John  and  Elizabeth  J.  (Farrer) 
Sharmau.  also  Georgians.  Prior  to  the  war  he 
came  to  Arkansas,  his  father  coming  to  the  State 
at  the  same  time,  and  here  he  farmed  until  the  war 
opened,  when  he  entered  the  Confederate  army  as 
a private,  and  served  until  the  close  of  the  war. 
He  then  returned  home  only  to  hud  himself  ruined 
financially,  and  although  his  estate  was  quite  ex- 
tensive, he  was  compelled  to  sell  it,  in  order  to  pay 
off  debts  which  he  had  contracted  prior  and  during 
the  Rebellion.  He  gave  farming  his  attention 
until  1868;  then  came  to  Magnolia  and  followed 
merchandising  successfully  until  November  < , 1887, 
with  the  exception  of  about  four  years  spent  in  the 
wholesale  dry  goods  business  in  Camden.  He  was 
one  of  the  most  extensive  business  men  :n  this  por- 
tion of  the  State,  and  did  an  annual  business  of 
about  $75,000.  He  was  universally  respected  and 
esteemed,  for  he  was  a man  whose  honesty  was  un- 
assailable, and  in  his  business  as  well  as  social  re- 
lations, was  accommodating,  courteous  and  agree- 
able, a true  gentleman  by  instinct  and  education. 
He  was  married  twice,  first  in  1S57,  to  Miss  Susan 
Frazier,  she  being  a daughter  of  V\  illiam  and  Fiiza 
Frazier,  of  Mississippi.  She  bore  her  husband 
seven  children,  five  of  whom  are  now  living:  Rob- 
ert W.,  Emma  L.  (Mrs.  J.  A.  Meeks,  of  Magnolia), 
Lou  A.  (Mrs.  Blewster,  of  this  city),  Etta  \\  . (Mis. 
G.  VV.  Browning,  of  Magnolia),  and  Elizabeth  J. 
Mrs.  Sharman  died  December  15.  18/7,  having 
been  an  earnest  member  of  the  Methodist  Episco- 
pal Church,  South,  and  in  1878  Mr.  Sharman  was 
married  to  Mrs.  Mary  J.  (Bayless)  Manning,  of  this 
State  and  county.  She  is  a daughter  of  T.  H.  and 
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Mary  (Mask)  Bay  less,  who  were  born  in  Tennessee 
and  North  Carolina,  respectively,  coining  to  Arkan- 
sas in  1851  or  185-2.  The  father  was  a physician, 
and  also  farmed  in  connection  with  his  practice. 
He  died  in  1805  and  his  widow  in  ISOS.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Sharmau  have  four  children,  three  of  whom 
are  now  living:  Nellie,  Hoy  11.  and  Anna.  Mr. 
Sherman  was  born  August  10,  1800,  and  up  to  the 
time  of  his  death,  which  occurred  November  7, 
1887,  he  had  been  a resident  of  Magnolia  for  thir- 
ty one  year-s  He  was  a member  of  the  A.  F.  & 
A.  M. , Columbia  Lodge  No.  82,  and  he  also  be- 
longed to  the  I.  O.  O.  F. , Magnolia  Lodge  No.  24. 
His  death  was  lamented  by  a host  of  friends,  as 
well  as  by  his  wife  and  children,  and  they  all  will 
remember  him  as  a kind  and  indulgent  parent,  a 
true  friend  and  upright  citizen  in  every  respect. 

Daniel  Jackson  Smith,  merchant  and  farmer. 
Waldo,  Ark.  Well  directed  energy  and  honorable 
dealings  always  tell  in  business,  as  indeed  in  every- 
thing else.  Mr.  Smith  has  conducted  a very  pros- 
perous business  in  Waldo  since  .1888,  and  during 
that  time  his  trade  has  advanced  by  rapid  strides. 
He  first  saw  the  light  of  dav  in  Twiggs  County, 
(4a.,  his  birth  occurring  on  December  22,  1814, 
and  is  a son  of  John  Smith.  The  elder  Smith 
was  born  in  the  Old  Dominion  in  1784,  and  died 
in  Columbia  County,  Ark.,  in  1868.  He  was  a 
soldier  in  the  War  of  1812,  and  drew  160  acres  of 
land  for  his  services  in  that  war.  He  emigrated 
from  Virginia  to  North  Carolina,  thence  to  South 
Carolina,  from  there  to  Georgia,  and  in  1827  moved 
to  Alabama  and  settled  in  the  Creek  Nation.  He 
came  on  a visit  to  his  son,  Daniel  J.,  in  Arkansas, 
and  died  while  here.  His  wife  was  Amelia  Higin, 
a native  of  Cumberland  County,  N.  C.,  whose 
parents  moved  to  South  Carolina,  and  from  there 
to  Georgia.  Daniel  Jackson  Smith  is  the  elder  of 
two  children,  both  sons,  the  brother,  William  R.. 
now  residing  in  Eureka  Springs,  Ark.  The  great- 
grandfather Smith  was  born  in  England  aud  set- 
tled at  Appomattox,  Ya.,  where  he  passed  his  last 
days.  He  served  all  through  the  War  of  the  Revo- 
lution. Our  subject  resided  in  Georgia  until  1827, 
and  then  removed  to  Alabama,  where  he  remained 
until  1845.  He  then  went  to  Florida,  Washington 
County,  and  was  there  until  1853,  when  he  came 
to  Columbia  County.  Ark.,  locating  on  the  farm 
which  he  now  owns.  He  purchased  160  acres  with 
tht<  money  he  received  in  the  Creek  War,  in  which 
In1  served  from  183b  to  1837,  and  now  lias  000 
acres.  He  began  merchandising  at  Waldo,  in  1888, 
and  now  has  six  lots  and  several  good  buildings. 
At  the  age  of  nineteen  Mr.  Smith  was  elected 
captain  of  the  State  Militia  in  Alabama,  and  when 
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twenty -three  years  of  age  ho  was  elected  justice  of 
j the  peace.  In  1841  he  was  electee!,  sheriff,  and  in 
1844  county  clerk,  but  resigned  that  position  in 
the  following  year  to  move  to  Florida.  In  1846 


lie  was  elected  justice  of  the  peace  in  that  State, 


; in  1848  was  elected  to  the  State  Senate  and  also 
\ served  four  years  iu  the  Legislature  of  Florida, 
j In  1860  lie  was  elected  county  judge  of  Columbia 
County,  Ark.,  filled  this  position  for  two  years  and 
two  months,  and  in  1S68  was  elected  representa- 
tive of  Arkansas,  remaining  in  that  position  for 
four  years.  Mu  1872  he  was  elected  lieutenant- 
governor  of  Arkansas.  He  is  at  present  mayor  of 
Waldo,  and  is  one  of  the  most  prominent  men  in 
the  State.  He  is  a Democratic  leader,  and  cast  his 
first  presidential  vote  for  Harrison.  He  was  a 
Whig  until  the  war,  was  opposed  to  secession,  but 
when  the  war  came  on  he  fought  for  his  rights  in 
the  Confederate  cause.  He  was  the  leader  of  the 


Democratic  party  in  the  Legislature,  and  was  the 
principal  in  putting  down  Radicalism  in  Arkansas. 
Mr.  Smith  was  first  married  in  Alabama  in  June, 
1834,  to  Mis.-,  Malita  Parrish,  who  was  born  and 
reared,  in  South  Carolina.  She  died  in  Columbia 
County,  Ark.,  in  September,  4856.  Ten  children 
were  the  result  of  their  marriage,  live  now  living: 
Emily  M.  (wife  of  J.  Kirk),  Henry  C. , Parsa  A. 
(wife  of  James  A.  Grant),  Elizabeth  (wife  of  Charles 
Crank),  and  E.  L.  (wife  of  Reeves  Friday).  Mr. 
Smith's  second  marriage  occurred  in  November, 
1858,  to  Mrs.  Elizabeth  (Scroggins)  Reeves,  who 
was  born  and  reared  in  Oglethorpe  County,  Ga..  and 
is  now  living.  She  was  born  in  November.  1SL). 
She  had  six  children  by  her  first  husband.  Mr. 
Smith  has  been  a member  of  the  Masonic  fraternity 
since  1848,  was  made  a Master  Mason  at  Tallahassee, 
Fla. , and  has  now  reached  the  Council  degree.  He 
is  a natural  born  genius,  and  built  a vessel  of  his  own 
in  which  he  coasted  along  the  coast  of  Florida  for 
eleven  years,  and  of  which  he  was  captain.  He 
has  built  all  kinds  of  vessels.  He  is  still  strong 
and  hearty  in  spite  of  bis  years.  He  never  at- 
| tended  school  but  four  months  altogether,  and  is 
a self-made  man.  Mrs.  Smith  is  a member  of  the 


Baptist  Church. 

Nathan  Fletcher  Smith,  merchant  and  farmer. 
Magnolia,  Ark.  Mr.  Smith  is  another  of  the  rep- 
resentative and  substantial  citizens  of  Columbia 
County,  Ark.,  who  owes  his  nativity  to  Georgia, 
his  birth  having  occurred  in  Jones  County  of  that 
State  September  17.  ISI'J.  His  father,  John 
Smith,  was  born  in  Maryland,  aud  was  of  Irish- 
Dutch  descent.  He  died  when  our  subject  was  but 
a child.  His  wife,  whose  maiden  name  was  Miss 
pliia  Childers,  was  a native  of  Georgia,  and 
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died  where  her  son.  Nathan  F.,  now  lives,  about.  | 
1881.  Grandfather  Smith  was  a Revolutionary  j 
soldier.  Nathan  F.  Smith,  the  only  child  born  to  ! 
the  marriage  of  his  parents,  remained  in  Jones 
County,  Ga.,  until  twelve  years  of  age,  and  then  ; 
moved  to  Upson  County  of  that  State,  where  he 
grew  to  manhood.  He  was  married  there,  about 
1S36,  to  Miss  Elizabeth  Sockwell,  who  was  a 
native  of  that  State,  and  the  fruits  of  this  union  ' 
were  ten  children — live  sons  and  live  daughters.  ; 
Three  sons  died  in  infancy,  one  at  the  battle  of 
Corinth  and  the  other  soon  after  returning  from 
the  war.  Two  daughters  are  now  living:  Mary  i 
M.  (wife  of  James  I).  McKamy)  and  Lucinda  R.  , 
(wife  of  Lloyd  Young),  all  residing  in  this  county. 
Mr.  Smith  was  married  to  his  second  wife,  Miss 
Sarah  E.  O'Neil,  a native  of  Talbot  County.  Ga., 
born  in  1839,  and  three  children  are  the  result  of 
this  union:  Sarah  M.,  Anna  and  Lena  C.  Mr. 
Smith  emigrated  from  Georgia  to  Russell  County. 
Ala.,  about  1840,  and  there  made  his  home  until 
1857,  when  he  came  to  Columbia  County,  Ark. 
He  purchased  a farm  the  second  year  he  was  here, 
and  moved  where  lie  now  lives  in  1875.  He  has 
about  5,000  acres  of  land  in  this  county,  2.000 
acres  in  one  body  where  he  resides,  and  has  seven- 
ty-five acres  under  cultivation,  located  ten  miles 
west  of  Magnolia.  He  was  postmaster  of  Mag- 
nolia from  1881  to  1885,  has  been  justice  of  the 
peace  of  the  county  for  about  eight  years,  was 
registrar,  also  county  assessor  two  years,  and  took 
the  census  of  the  county  in  1880.  In  connection 
with  farming  he  also  carries  a general  stock  of 
merchandise,  and  is  very  successful  in  this  as  in  ail 
other  enterprises.  He  was  reared  a Democrat,  but 
since  the  war  has  been  a Republican.  His  first 
presidential  vote  was  for  Martin  Van  Buren.  Air. 
Smith  had  two  sons  in  the  Confederate  army,  but 
was  strongly  opposed  to  the  war.  He  is  a Royal 
Arch  Mason  of  Magnolia  Lodge,  and  is  an  influen- 
tial citizen. 

J.  E.  Smith  is  a merchant  and  farmer  of  Co- 
lumbia County,  Ark. , and  is  a resident  of  Magnolia, 
although  he  first  saw  the  light  of  day  in  the  inde- 
pendent republic  of  Texas.  July  13.  1 8 15.  which 
was  annexed  to  the  United  States  in  December  the 
same  year.  His  parents,  Daniel  D.  and  Ann  (Bul- 
loch) Smith,  were  born  in  Tennessee  and  Missis- 
sippi, respectively,  but  in  1837  they  moved  to  Texas, 
and  were  among  the  pioneer  settlers  and  farmers 
of  San  Augustine  County.  His  father,  Daniel  D. 
Smith,  was  in  that  State  during  the  trouble  be- 
tween the  Regulators  and  the  Moderators,  and  he 
warmly  espoused  the  cause  of  the"  latter.  Al- 
though not  't  participant  in  the  Mexican  War.  he 


was  mixed  up  in  the  troubles  growing  out  of  that 
war,  and  served  as  sheriff  of  San  Augustine  Coun- 
ty when  it  required  a man  of  considerable  nerve 
and  presence  of  mind.  In  1855  they  moved  and 
settled  in  Columbia  County,  Ark.  J.  E.  Smith 
was  educated  in  this  county,  and  in  -June.  1802,  he 
joined  Bird’s  battalion  of  cavalry,  and  served  on 
the  west  side  of  the  Mississippi  River,  under  Gen. 
Kirby  Smith.  Being  active  and  genial  and  fear- 
less in  disposition,  he  was  quite  a favorite  with  his 
commander.  He  was  paroled  at  Camden,  Ark., 
in  June,  1805,  after  which  he  returned  to  his  home. 
In  1869  he  entered  the  commercial  college  of  Dol- 
bans,  New  Orleans,  La.,  and  was  graduated  from 
the  same  in  the  spring  of  1870,  entering  the  em- 
ploy of  Hicks  & Thompson,  general  merchants  of 
this  place,  as  book  keeper  and  salesman,  and  re- 
mained thus  employed  for  two  years.  He  next 
took  charge  of  C.  B.  Morgan’s  business,  at  his 
employer’s  death,  which  occurred  nine  months  later. 
He  became  associated  in  business  with  J.  W.  Run- 
yan, the  firm  name  being  Smith  & Runyan,  gen- 
eral merchants.  This  business  was  successfully 
carried  on  for  two  years,  then  a change,  Mr. 
Smith  becoming  the  sole  proprietor,  conducting  af- 
fairs alone  up  to  the  present  time.  His  annual 
sales  amount  to  about  §25,000,  and  besides  this 
property  he  owns  about  twenty  five  good  farms, 
which  he  rents,  furnishing  mules,  supplies  and 
farming  implements.  He  is  one  of  the  best-known 
men  in  the  county;  is  one  of  the  oldest  merchants, 
and  he  has  conducted  business  under  one  firm 
name  for  the  past  sixteen  years,  which  is  considera- 
bly longer  than  any  other  man  there.  Miss  Alice 
Mathews  became  his  wife  in  1874,  she  being  a na- 
tive of  this  county,  and  a daughter  of  Dr.  J.  P. 
and  Mary  Ann  (Keith)  Mathews,  who  were  born  in 
the  State  of  Georgia.  Dr.  J.  P.  Mathews  moved 
and  settled  in  this  county  in  1S49.  During  the 
i early  days  of  Arkansas  he  was  a practitioner  of 
medicine  and  a successful  farmer.  He  was  broken  up 
by  the  war.  but  had  somewhat  recovered  when  Clay- 
ton’s militia  made  havoc  of  what  he  had  accumu- 
lated in  1809,  for  no  cause,  no  better  citizen  having 
lived.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Smith  have  three  children: 
Eddie,  Parks  and  Lora.  Mrs.  Smith  is  a member 
of  the  Missionary  Baptist  Church.  Mr.  Smith 
: also  belongs  to  the  Missionary  Baptist  Church,  the 
I.  O.  O.  F. , Magnolia  Lodge  No.  24,  the  A.  1’.  A 
A.  M.,  Columbia  Lodge  No.  82,  and  is  a member 
of  the  Chapter  No.  11,  Council  No.  S,  of  Magnolia. 

J.  J.  Smith  is  a farmer  of  this  section  and  is 
i also  well  known  as  a merchant,  being  a member  of 
the  firm  of  Smith  A Hartin.  their  establishment 
beincr  located  al  Macedonia  in  Buena  ^ ista  Towu- 
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ship.  Mr.  Smith  was  born  in  Troup  County,  Ga. . 
in  1840,  to  Jerry  ami  Matilda  (Tucker)  Smith,  also 
natives  of  that  State,  who  came  to  Arkansas  in 
1849,  settling  in  Columbia  County,  where  he  en- 
tered and  purchased  a large  amount  of  wild  land, 
which  afterward  became  very  valuable.  He  con- 
tinued to  make  his  home  in  this  county  until  his 
death  in  1854,  his  widow  still  surviving  him,  being 
! now  seventy  years  of  age.  To  them  a family  of 
ten  children  was  born,  the  following  three,  only, 
j being  now  alive:  Nancy  E.  (wife of  Calvin  Rotan), 
Blanche  (wife  of  Andy  Johnson),  and  J.  J.  (whose 
name  heads  this  sketch).  The  latter,  like  so  many 
of  the  substantial  citizens  of  this  country  at  the 
present  time,  was  initiated  into  the  mysteries,  of 
farming  from  the  very  first  and  this  has  since  con- 
tinned  to  be  the  calling  to  which  his  attention  has 
been  directed.  Owing  to  the  opening  of  the  war 
just  at  the  time  when  he  should  have  been  attend- 
ing school,  his  earlv  advantages  were  very  meager. 
He  joined  John  A.  Logan’s  cavalry,  a part  of  the 
Eleventh  Arkansas  Regiment,  and  he  served  in  the 
Trans-Mississippi  Department,  taking  part  in  a 
i number  of  skirmishes,  but  in  no  regular  engage- 
ment. He  surrendered  at  Duty’s  Ferry  and  re- 
i turned  home,  but  only  remained  a short  time,  going 
to  Texas,  where  lie  worked  on  a farm  and  in  a saw- 
j mill  for  three  years,  after  which  he  came  back  to 
Arkansas,  and  engaged  in  farming  on  rented  land. 
At  the  end  of  one  year  he  purchased  a farm  of  his 
own,  which  consisted  of  eighty  acres  of  wild  land, 
but  is  now  the  owner  of  240  acres  with  about  125 
under  cultivation,  improved  with  good  houses  of 
all  kinds.  In  1S71  he  married  Miss  Martha  M. , 
tbe  daughter  of  James  and  Tempy  (Todd)  Perkson. 
and  to  them  two  children  have  been  born:  Nancy 
(who  died  in  1874).  and  IV.  H.  (who  was  born  De- 
cember 24,  1S73).  Mrs.  Smith  is  a member  of  the 
Baptist  Church.  In  1SSS  Mr.  Smith  formed  a 
partnership  with  R.  K.  Hartin  in  the  general  mer- 
| cantile  business  at  Macedonia,  and  in  this  they  are 
doing  a prosperous  business. 

John  T.  Souter  is  a South  Carolinian,  his  birth 
having  occurred  in  that  State  in  1840,  being  the 
fifth  of  ten  children  born  to  G.  W.  and  Priscilla 
; (Turnipseed)  Souter,  also  of  that  State.  They 
moved  to  Fayette  County,  Ga. , in  1848,  where  the 
father  was  engaged  in  farming  until  1871.  at  which 
time  he  moved  to  the  farm  on  which  he  is  now  re- 
siding in  Columbia  County,  Ark.  His  land  was 
unimproved  at  the.  time,  but  lie  has  been  exception- 
ally successful  and  is  now  one  of  the  most  exten- 
sive real  estate  holders  in  this  section  of  the 
country.  He  was  in  the  Georgia  State  Militia  dur- 
ing the  Rebellion,  but  only  served  a short  time. 


He  lost  numerous  slaves  by  the  Emancipation  Act. 
also  a great  deal  of  other  property,  but  since  that 
time  has  fully  retrieved  his  losses.  -The  children 
that  in  time  gathered  around  his  hearthstone  are 
as  follows:  Mary  A.  (wife  of  M.  G.  Snider),  II.  G., 
Fannie  (wife  of  Rev.  J.  H.  Elder,  of  Spalding 
County,  Ga.),  Susanna  and  Martha  (deceased),  J. 
T. , J.  I).,  W.  AY.,  J.  \\  and  Edward  (deceased). 
The  mother  of  these  children,  who  wras  an  earnest 
member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  died 
in  18S2.  Mr.  Souter  is  a member  of  the  A.  F. 
A A.  M.  John  T.  Souter.  after  attending  the 
common  schools  and  assisting  his  father  in  tilling 
the  home  farm  until  he  was  eighteen  years  of  age, 
joined  Company  B,  Twenty -second  Georgia  Bat- 
talion, and  was  in  the  battle  of  .Bentonville  and 
numerous  minor  engagements  until  his  capture  at 
Raleigh,  N.  C.,  but  only  remained  in  prison  a 
short  time,  as  the  war  soon  terminated.  He  began 
farming  on  his  own  land  upon  his  return  home, 
and  in  1800  was  married  to  Miss  M.  E.  \\  illiamson. 
a daughter  of  G.  AV.  and  Harriet  E.  (Buckelew) 
Williamson,  Georgians,  Mrs.  Souter  being  also 
born  in  that,  State.  Mr.  Souter  remained  and 
farmed  in  Georgia  until  1871,  at  which  time  he 
pitched  his  tent  in  Columbia  County,  Ark.,  pur 
chasing  a farm  partially  improved,  consisting  of 
450  acres,  and  has  since  increased  the  cultivated 
land  from  seventy  to  150  acres,  on  which  is  erected 
i a neat  and  charming  farm  residence,  his  other 
1 buildings  being  among  the  best  to  be  found  in  the 
county.  He  has  a very  fine  cotton-gin,  with  a 
steam  saw  and  grist  mill  attached,  and  gins  about 
300  bales  of  cotton  each  year,  his  own  farm  yield- 
ing about  fifty  bales.  His  saw-mill  has  a capacity 
| of  10,000  feet  of  lumber  daily,  but  this  mill  he 
does  not  run  regularly,  as  he  only  saws  for  local 
j trade.  Besides  his  home  farm  he  is  the  owner  of 
120  acres  of  land  in  Louisiana.  Although  he  has 
j suffered  some  reverses  of  fortune,  he  has,  in  the 
| main,  been  successful,  and  is  now  in  independent 
j circumstances.  He  is  a liberal  contributor  of  his 
i means  to  worthy  enterprises,  and  has  always  shown 
himself  to  be  thoroughly  public  spirited.  He  and 
his  wife  are  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  South,  and  are  the  parents  of  the  fellow 
! ing  children:  J.  A.  (a  farmer),  Hattie  (wife  of  A 
M.  Kirkpatrick),  Maggie  (wife  of  Dr.  C.  E.  A\  il 
burn),  Thomas  and  Arthur,  all  of  whom  are  red 
dents  of  the  county.  Emma  B.,  G.  AY.  and  two 
j children  unnamed  are  deceased. 

J.  AV.  Stuart,  principal  of  Buckner  High 
! School,  and  a man  of  decided  intellectual  ability, 
ow'es  his  nativity  to  Ireland,  his  birth  occurring 
I near  Hellfort  City,  on  November  10,  184a,  and  is 
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the  son  of  James  H.  Stuart,  and  the  grandson  of 
James  Stuart,  Sr.  The  father  came  to  the  United 
States  about  1850,  and  is  now  a resident  of  Fair- 
field,  S.  C.  He  was  a teacher  by  profession,  and 
followed  this  until  a few  years  ago,  since  which 
time  he  has  been  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits. 
The  maiden  name  of  our  subject’s  mother  was 
Miss  Sarah  McAllister,  a native  also  of  the  Emer- 
ald Isle,  born  in  Ps29.  She  is  still  living.  J.  W.  ' 
Stuart,  the  eldest  son  of  thirteen  children,  re- 
mained in  his  native  county  until  his  eighteenth  j 
year,  and  there  received  his  education,  with  the  ex- 
ception of  one  year.  1S70,  when  he  was  merchan- 
dising. Mr.  Stuart  has  been  engaged  in  teachiug  ; 
since  his  fourteenth  year,  and  as  an  educator  has  , 
few  superiors.  He  was  married  in  1889  to  Miss  i 
Blanch  Davis,  of  Natchitoches,  La.,  who  was  bora 
on  January  2(3,  18(34,  and  who  is  the  daughter  of 
David  and  Rebecca  (Chapman ) Davis.  Mr.  Stuart 
came  to  St.  Francis  County,  Ark.,  on  January  20, 
1878,  and  had  charge  of  the  Forrest  City  High 
School  for  eleven  years.  He  was  also  one  year  at 
Helena  High  School.  From  Forrest  City  he  came  to 
Buckner,  where  he  now  resides,  in  November,  1889,  ; 
and  assumed  control  of  the  schools  at  that  place. 
His  wife  is  his  assistant.  They  have  a flourishing 
institution,  one  well  patronized,  and  both  are  ex-  ; 
perienced  teachers  and  good  disciplinarians.  Mr. 
Stuart  is  pleasant  and  painstaking  in  his  man- 
ners, and  has  the  requisite  ability  to  properly  con- 
duct the  institution,  and  under  his  charge  it.  is  as- 
sured of  still  further  success.  Socially  he  is  a 
member  of  the  K.  of  H. , and  K.  & L.  of  H.  He 
is  a member  of  the  Presbyterian  Church.  In 
politics  he  affiliates  with  the  Democratic  party, 
and  his  first  presidential  vote  was  for  Horace 
Greeley.  He  edited  and  owned  the  Forrest  City 
Courier,  and  in  1881  was  on  the  staff  of  the 
Little  Rock  Democrat.  Mr.  Stuart  is  grand 
master  of  the  National  Model  Training  School  for 
teachers  of  Ballymena.  Ireland.  He  is  the  oldest 
teacher  now  engaged  in  that  profession  in  the 
.State.  Mrs.  Stuart  has  taught  for  nine  years,  and 
is  an  efficient  and  highly  accomplished  lady. 

Monroe  Jefferson  Talley  has  been  a resident  of 
this  county,  on  the  farm  on  which  he  now  lives,  for 
over  thirty-five  years.  He  was  born  in  Heard 
County,  Ga. , on  May  27,  1840,  being  a son  of  James 
B.  and  Mary  A.  (Duke)  Talley,  natives  of  Geor 
gia.  His  father  was  a son  of  Littleton  and  Salida 
Talley,  also  natives  of  Georgia,  the  former  being 
a son  of  Elisha  and  Penny  Talley.  Elisha  Talley 
was  a soldier  in  the  Revolutionary  War.  James 
B.  Talley  was  born  on  September  3,  .1839,  and 
reared  in  his  native  State,  and  was  there  married 


in  1839  to  Mary  A.  Duke,  who  was  born  iu  1821. 
They  came  to  Arkansas  in  1855,  choosing  a location 
in  Columbia  County,  and  now  live  within  one  mile 
of  their  son,  our  subject.  Of  the  twelve  children 
born  to  their  marriage,  only  eight  are  now  living. 
Monroe  J. , Mattie  (unmarried  and  at  home),  Lucy 
(now Mrs.  McDonald,  of  this  township),  Sarah  (now 
Mrs.  Hutchinson,  of  this  township),  Louisa  (Mrs. 
Williams),  Emma  (Mrs.  Robison,  of  this  township), 
Walter  L.  (a  farmer  of  this  township),  and  Cor- 
delia (now  Mrs.  Wkiddon).  Monroe  J.  Talley 
was  about  sixteen  years  of  age  when  he  came  to 
this  State  with  his  parents,  and  at.  the  age  of 
twenty-one  years  he  commenced  life  on  his  own 
responsibility  by  farming  on  a part  of  the  old 
homestead,  his  father  having  given  him  eighty 
acres.  In  January,  1861,  he  went  to  Claiborne 
Parish.  La.,  and  there  he  was  employed  as  over- 
seer on  a large  plantation,  in  which  occupation  he 
was  engaged  at  the  outbreak  of  the  late  war.  At 
the  first  call  for  troops  he  offered  his  services  to 
the  Confederate  service,  joining  the  Seventeenth 
Louisiana  Infantry,  in  which  he  served  as  orderly 
sergeant  until  the  close  of  the  war.  Among  the 
principal  battles  may  be  mentioned;  Shiloh,  siege 
of  Vicksburg,  Chickasaw  Landing,  Snyder’s  Bluff, 
Port  Gibson  and  others.  He  was  captured  at 
Vicksburg,  but  three  days  later  went  into  parole 
camp  at  Shreveport,  La.,  and  about,  one  year  later 
was  exchanged,  and  again  joined  his  regiment. 
He  arrived  home  in  June,  1865,  and  since  that 
time  has  been  occupied  in  tilling  bis  farm.  He 
now  owns  over  500  acres,  half  of  which  is  under  a 
high  state  of  cultivation,  and  this  he  devotes  prin- 
cipal].}’' to  raising  cotton.  He  is  also  quite  exten- 
sively engaged  in  raising  mules  and  horses.  On 
March  8,  1864,  while  at  home  on  a furlough,  he 
was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Martha  C.  Kind 
rick,  and  eight  children  have  been  given  them, 
seven  of  whom  survive:  James  T.  (deceased). 
Henry  D. , Beulah,  William  M. , Jonathan  C.. 
Mollie  M. , Luta  and  Vera.  Mrs.  Talley  was  born 
on  June  25,  1S35,  in  Heard  County,  Ga.,  being  a 
daughter  of  Jonathan  and  Sallie  (Peach)  Ivindnek, 
both  of  whom  were  natives  of  Georgia.  The  latter 
is  still  living  at  the  advanced  age  of  eighty-two 
years,  making  her  home  with  Mr.  Talley.  The 
Missionary  Baptist  Church  at  Atlanta  numbers 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Talley  among  its  most  prominent 
members.  Mr.  Talley  is  a Mason,  belongs  to  the 
County  Wheel  and  Alliance,  and  is  Democratic  in 
his  political  views.  He  is  one  of  the  prominent 
men  of  liis  township,  and  is  held  in  high  esteem 
by  all  who  know  him. 

A.  B.'  Thomas  is  a farmer  of  Magnolia  Town- 
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ship,  but  was  born  in  Georgia,  November  28,  J 
1828, being  a son  of  Archibald  and  Rhoda  (An- 
thony) Thomas,  natives  of  North  Carolina  and  ; 
South  Carolina,  respectively.  The  family  removed  | 
to  Arkansas  in  1857,  and  settled  in  Columbia 
County,  and  here  Air.  Thomas  purchased  800  ; 
acres  of  wild  land,  which  he  has  since,  by  many 
years  of  patient  and  persistent  labor,  converted 
into  a fine  farm.  Although  eiglity-six  years  of  : 
ago, he  is  yet  quite  strong  and  active,  giving  promise 
of  spending  many  more  years  of  usefulness  in  the 
county  of  his  adoption.  To  himself  and  wife  j 
a family  of  twelve  children  were  born,  six  now 
living:  H.  L.  (a  farmer  of  Tarrant  County,  Tex., 

A.  B. , William  (a  resident  of  Texas).  Mary  (wife 
of  Martin  Alexander,  of  this  county).  Sarah  (wife  I 
of  Samuel  Jordan,  of  Nevada  County,  Ark).  Those 
deceased  are  Jane  (the  wife  of  Henry  Hurt  of  this 
county),  and  three  sons  who  died  while  serving  in  ; 
the  Confederate  army.  The  mother  of  these 
children  died  in  1883.  having  been  an  earnest  ! 
member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and  , 
Mr.  Thomas,  then  in  his  eighty  first  year,  married 
a Miss  Hudman  and  by  her  has  two  children:  j 
Archie  and  Hattie.  Mr.  Thomas  has  been  a mem- 
ber of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  for  sixty 
years,  and  is  one  of  its  most  liberal  supporters.  : 
A.  B.  Thomas  is  a Georgian  by  birth,  being  also 
reared  there,  and  at  the  age  of  twenty-one  years 
commenced  farming  for  himself,  continuing  on  a 
farm  he  owned  on  Flint  River  until  1859,  when  he 
came  to  the  Stale  of  Arkansas,  and  settled  on  the 
farm  on  which  he  is  now  residing,  which  consisted 
of  300  acres,  a portion  of  which  was  improved 
land,  costing  him  83  per  acre.  He  has  since  sold 
a portion  of  this  to  his  sons, but  has  added  250  acres,  i 
and  now  has  125  acres  improved  with  a splendid 
residence,  outbuildings  etc.  He  gives  consider- 
able attention  to  raising  horses,  cattle  and  hogs, 
and  he  is  considered  one  of  the  thriftiest  farmers 
of  his  township.  He  was  married  in  1854,  his 
wife  being  Aliss  Catherine,  a daughter  of  Thomas 
Walton  of  South  Carolina.  She  was  born  in 
Georgia,  and  has  borne  her  husband  the  following 
children:  Telula  (wife  of  U.  C.  Owens,  a merchant 
of  Point  Rock,  Tex. ).  Samuel  A.  (a  farmer  of 
Magnolia  Township),  -James  A.  (a  farmer  and 
trader  of  this  county),  Ella  (deceased),  Andrew  J. 

(a  teacher  of  the  county  who  was  educated  at  Lee’s 
University,  Virginia),  Mattie  (a  teacher),  and  one 
unnamed,  in  18(11  Mr.  Thomas  hired  a substi- 
tute for  the  Confederate  service,  but  in  18(14,  he  . 
joined  Capt.  Ford's  company  of  Monroe’s  brigade, 
serving  until  the  close  of  the  war.  surrendering  at 
Trinity  River,  after  which  he  returned  home.  He 


found  himself  without  money,  $2,000  in  debt,  but 
through  his  own  good  management  he  has  become 
one  of  the  leading  farmers  of  the  county.  He  has 
been  a member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church 
for  forty-two  years,  his  wife  and  children  being 
also  members  of  the  same,  and  belongs  to  the  A.  F. 
& A.  M. , Columbia  Lodge  No.  82. 

J.  A.  Thomas  has  been  worthily  identified  with 
the  farming  interests  of  Columbia  County,  Ark., 
from  his  earliest  youth,  for  when  not  occupied  with 
attending  the  common  schools  near  his  home, 
he  was  engaged  in  farm  labor,  being  initiated 
into  its  mysteries  by  his  father,  A.  P>.  Thomas,  a 
sketch  of  whom  appears-  in  this'  work.  J.  A. 
Thomas  was  born  April  2,  1862,  in  this  county, 
and  at  the  age  of  eighteen  years  commenced  life 
for  himself  as  a tiller  of  the  soil  on  his  own  land. 
He  has  since  devoted  his. attention  to  this  calling 
and  stock  raising  and  trading,  and  has  been  suc- 
cessful far  beyond  his  expectations,  being  now  the 
owner  of  410  acres,  with  sixty  acres  under  cultiva- 
tion, all  of  which  he  has  accumulated  since  start 
ing  out  in  search  of  Dame  Fortune  for  himself. 
In  1889  he  was  engaged  in  the  saw  mill  business, 
but  sold  out  his  interest  soon  after,  and  his  at- 
tention has  since  been  given  to  agriculture  as  above 
stated.  He  is  interested  in  the  raising  of  stock, 
and  finds  a profitable  source  of  revenue  in  the 
propagation  of  mules.  He  is  a wide-awake  and 
intelligent  young  man,  and  being  strictly  honest  in 
all  his  dealings  he  gives  every  promise  of  becoming 
wealthy.  He  was  married  in  1883,  to  Miss  Sarah 
\Y.  Newton,  a daughter  of  William  and  Sarah 
Newton,  residents  of  this  State,  but  natives  of 
Georgia.  Mrs.  Thomas  was  born  in  this  county, 
in  1864.  and  her  union  with  Mr.  Thomas  has  re- 
sulted in  the  birth  of  four  children:  Mary  0 , 
Hattie  A..  Jennie,  and  one  unnamed.  Mr 
Thomas  is  a member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  and  his  wife  is  a Baptist. 

A.  J.  Thompson,  Jr.,  M D.,  is  one  of  the  most 
successful  of  the  professional  men  of  this  county, 
and  is  a leader  in  whatever  he  undertakes  to  do.  no 
less  than  as  a physician.  He  is  the  second  child 
of  A.  J.  and  P.  F.  (Edwards)  Thompson,  and  was 
born  in  Columbia  County,  July  30.  1865.  His 
father  was  the  eighth  child  of  James  and  Alary 
(Johnson)  Thompson,  and  was  born  in  Lancaster 
District,  S.  C.,  in  1827.  James  Thompson  was  a 
soldier  in  the  War  of  1812.  Ho  moved  with  his 
family  from  South  Carolina  to  Alabama  in  1832, 
and,  after  remaining  there  a year,  to  Marshall 
County,  Miss.,  where  he  died  a year  later,  at  the 
a^e  of  fifty  years.  A few  years  later  the  widow 
moved  to  De  Soto  County,  Miss. , where  she  lived 


-4*' 

X# 


' 

. 


■> 
*■ 


until  her  children  were  grown.  James  and  Mary 
Thompson  had  ten  children,  of  whom  seven  were 
boys  and  three  were  girls.  Of  the  seven  boys,  three 
became  physicians,  three  farmers,  and  one  a mer- 
chant. The  latter  was  killed  accidentally  during 
the  war,  by  a comrade,  just  after  the  battle  of  Shi- 
loh. All  of  the  ten  children  are  dead  except  one 
of  the  girls,  who  is  now  the  wife  of  (4.  W.  Walker, 
living  near  McNeil,  Ark.  A.  J.  Thompson,  Sr., 
took  a course  of  lectures  at  the  Memphis  Hospital 
Medical  College  in  IS  18-40,  and  after  practicing 
his  profession  a year  in  Mississippi,  came  to  Co- 
lumbia County,  Ark.  A year  later  his  mother 
moved  from  Mississippi,  and  lived  with  him  until 
she  died,  in  1850,  at  the  age  of  sixty-eight  years. 
In  1855-56  he  graduated  in  the  school  in  which  he 
had  taken  his  first  course  of  lectures.  He  lived  in 
Columbia  County  until  his  death,  and  was  one  of 
the  leading  physicians  in  the  county.  He  was 
drafted  into  artillery  service  during  the  war,  but 
the  people  petitioned  the  enrolling  officer  to  let  him 
remain  at  home,  as  there  was  no  other  physician  in 
the  community,  and  after  some  delay  their  petition 
was  granted.  He  was  one  of  the  three  commis- 
sioners that  located  the  county  seat  of  Colum- 
bia County  at  Magnolia.  He  was  always  greatly 
interested,  but  took  no  active  part,  in  politics. 
He  was  a man  greatly  admired  and  respected 
for  his  sterling  worth,  both  socially  and  in  a pro- 
fessional capacity.  He  died  in  1886.  His  wife 
was  born  in  Arkansas  in  1837,  was  a consistent 
member  of  the  Baptist  Church  from  her  girlhood, 
and  a good  wife  and  mother.  She  died  in  18S9. 
at  the  age  of  fifty-two  years.  Of  the  four  children 
born  to  them  two  are  now  living — Mary  J.  and  Dr. 
A.  J.  Dr.  A.  J.  Thompson,  Jr.,  spent  his  early 
life  in  a little  village—  College  Hill — ten  miles  north 
of  Magnolia.  He  received  an  ordinary  education 
in  the  common  schools  of  the  village.  His  educa- 
tional facilities  were  poor:  during  the  last  three  or 
four  years  of  his  youth,  his  father’s  health  failing, 
he  was  forced  to  leave  school  and  assist  in  the  ar- 
rangement. of  the  farm  and  his  father’s  business 
generally.  At  the  age  of  twenty-two  years  he  en- 
tered the  Louisville  Medical  College,  Louisville, 
Ivy.,  attending  the  session  of  1888-89.  He  took 
the  fourth  honor — a gold  medal — in  the  class  of 
first-course  students.  During  the  spring  and  sum- 
mer of  1888  he  attended  the  Kentucky  School  of 
Medicine  in  the  same  city,  and  besides  the  regular 
course,  took  special  courses  in  the  branches  of 
chemistry  and  miner  surgery  and  bandaging,  re- 
ceiving diplomas  for  the  same.  He  attended  the 
medical  department  of  Tnlane  University", of  Louisi- 
ana, at  New  Orleans,  during  the  session  of  ISSN-  89, 


and  graduated  in  all  the  branches  taught  in  that 
institution.  He  then  came  home,  and  after  prac- 
ticing eight  months  at  his  father’s  old  stand,  came 
to  Magnolia.  He  is  nowin  the  enjoyment  of  a pay- 
ing practice,  and  is  meeting  with  exceptional  suc- 
cess. He  has  qualified  himself  for  his  profession 
better  than  young  men  usually  do,  and  a bright 
and  successful  future  is  before  him.  He  is  strictly 
temperate,  honorable,  and,  like  his  father,  a stanch 
Democrat  in  his  political  views. 

Bradford  W . Thompson,  general  merchant, 
McNeil.  Ark.-  The  trade  carried  on  in  general 
merchandise  is  of  very  great  importance,  and  con- 
stitutes a leading  factor  in  the  commercial  fabric 
of  the  smaller  towns  and  villages.  It  is  a line  of 
business  requiring  special  qualifications  of  a high 
order,  and  only  those  possessed  of  these  succeed 
in  this  somewhat  precarious  undertaking.  Promi- 
nent amoncr  those  engaged  in  this  line  in  McNeil 
is  Mr.  Thompson.  This  gentleman  is  a native  of 
this  county,  his  birth  occurring  here  MaylO,  1865. 
and  is  a son  of  John  I.  Thompson,  who  was  born 
in  South  Carolina  in  ISIS.  The  father  emigrated 
from  South  Carolina  to  Alabama,  and  from  there 
to  Columbia  County,  Ark.,  in  1852,  where  he  fol- 
lowed agricultural  pursuits.  He  died  here  in 
1885.  He  was  left  fatherless  when  small,  and 
came  with  his  mother  to  this  State  when  young. 
The  mother  of  our  subject,  whose  maiden  name 
was  Rachel  Toleu.  was  born  in  Tennessee,  January 
1,  1830,  and  is  now  living  in  this  county.  Brad- 
ford W.  Thompson,  the  ninth  of  eleven  children — 
six  sons  and  five  daughters —received  his  education 
in  the  common  schools  of  this  county  and  assisted 
on  the  farm  until  grown.  His  marriage  was  con- 
summated November  20,  1888,  to  Miss  Lulu  Baker, 
a native  of  Nevada  County,  Ark.,  born  in  1873, 
and  to  this  union  has  been  born  one  child.  Mr. 
Thompson  engaged  in  merchandising  at  McNeil  in 
September,  1884,  under  the  firm  title  of  Thompson 
A Runyan,  but  he  is  now  carrying  on  the  business 
by  himself  and  is  meeting  with  success.  He  car- 
ries a stock  of  goods  valued  at  82,000.  He  and 
Mrs.  Thompson  are  members  of  the  Baptist  and 
Methodist  Episcopal  Churches,  respectively. 

Jonathan  Thrailkill,  an  old  resident  and  farmer, 
Waldo,  Ark.  Throughout  the  county,  and  espe- 
cially over  this  portion  of  it.  the  name  of  -Jona- 
than Thrailkill  is  well  known,  for  not  only  is  he 
one  of  the  oldest  citizens  of  the  community  in 
point  of  settlement,  but  lie  is  a solid,  substantial 
and  thoroughly  reliable  citizen.  His  birth  oc- 
curred in  South  Carolina  about  1824,  and  lie  is  the 
son  of  John  Thrailkill,  a native  of  North  Carolina, 
who  died  in  South  Carolina  in  1856.  The  father 


f 


UU'if 


■ 

. 


COLUMBIA  COUNTY. 


5 1 5 


had  four  brothers  in  the  Revolutionary  AA  ar.  He 
was  married  to  Miss  Margaret,  Irvin,  a native  of 
South  Carolina,  where  she  died  in  1857.  Eight 
children  were  the  fruits  of  this  union — seven  sons 
and  one  daughter— of  whom  our  subject  is  the 
eldest.  Jonathan  Tbra.il kill  was  reared  in  South 
Carolina,  and  was  there  married,  in  184b.  to  Miss 
Martha  Posey,  a native  of  that  State.  They  emi 
grated  to  Georgia  in  1851.  and  here  Mr.  Thrailkill 
lost  his  wife  in  1854.  In  1856  he  married  Airs. 
Ophelia  (McClendon)  Bacon,  who  died  in  1861. 
To  his  first  marriage  were  born  four  children, 
three  now  living:  Frances  A.  (at  home),  Margaret 
E.  (wife  of  James  England)  and  JolmD.  To  his 
second  union  three  children  were  born,  two  now 
living:  Sterling  I).  and  James  H.  Cicero  T.  N.  is 
dead.  In  1862  Mr.  Thrailkill  moved  to  Columbia 
County,  Aik.,  settled  on  240  acres,  and  here  he  has 
since  resided.  He  has  forty  acres  under  cultiva- 
tion, and  is  an  honest,  industrious  citizen.  He  'is 
a member  of  the  Masonic  fraternity,  having  joined 
that  society  in  1864,  and  is  a member  of  Lamer 
tine  Lodge,  a Master  Mason.  He  is  a member  of 
the  Christian  Church,  and  his  first  wife  was  a 
member  of  the  Baptist  Church.  In  politics  he 
adheres  to  the  Democratic  party.  His  tine  farm  is 
situated  two  and  a half  miles  northeast  of  Waldo, 
which  is  his  post-office  address. 

John  J.  Upchurch,  farmer,  Waldo,  Ark.  It 
is  a fact  unnecessary  of  denial  that  a person  is 
better  fitted  to  follow  the  occupation  with  which  he 
became  familiar  in  early  life  than  to  engage  in 
some  undertaking  learned  in  later  years.  This 
truth  is  borne  out  by  Mr.  Upchurch,  who,  from  a 
boy,  has  known  all  the  details  of  farm  life.  His 
father,  Lunsford  Upchurch,  was  also  a farmer,  and 
came  to  this  county"  from  Georgia  in  1854.  He 
was  a native  of  North  Carolina,  born  in  1 S 1 0,  and 
died  at  the  home  of  his  son,  John  J. , in  this  county, 
on  December  10,  1888.  He  was  constable  in 
Georgia  for  many  years,  and  also  filled  that  posi- 
tion in  this  county.  His  wife  was  Miss  Alary  Ann 
Ballad,  who  was  born  about  1820,  and  died  about 
1854,  while  on  her  way7  to  Arkansas.  They  had 
eleven  children — three  sons  and  eight  daughters. 
The  paternal  grandfather,  Clayborne  Upchurch, 
was  born  in  North  Carolina,  and  was  of  French  de- 
scent. John  J.  Upchuck,  the  subject  of  this  sketch, 
and  the  eighth  of  the  above-mentioned  children, 
attained  his  growth  and  received  his  education  in 
this  county7,  and  has  been  a resident  of  the  same 
farm  since  seven  years  of  age.  He  was  married  in 
1868  to  Aliss  Amanda  Stringer,  a native  of  Colum- 
bia County  (what  was  then  Nevada  Countv),  born 
in  1810.  and  their  union  has  been  blessed  bv  the 


birth  of  seven  children — three  sons  and  four  daugh- 
ters: William  H.  Sophronia  E.  (wife  of  P.  G.  Up- 
church), John  AY.,  Thomas  E.,  Mattie  L.,  Cora  B. 
and  Emma  G.  Mr.  Upchurch  is  the  owner  of  248 
acres  of  land,  and  has  fifty7  acres  under  cultivation. 
He  is  a member  of  the  Wheel,  and  in  politics  is 
Democratic,  casting  his  first  vote  for  Horace  Gree- 
ley7. He  and  Airs.  Upchurch  are  members  of  the 
Christian  Church.  Air,  and  Airs.  Upchurch  have 
reared  their  seven  children,  and  have  never  paid 
out  $25  on  doctor  bills.  They  are  all  strong  and 
healthy7. 

J.  H.  AYallace,  M.  D , is  a physician  of  acknowl- 
edged merit  throughout  this  section  of  the  country, 
and  he  is  especially  well  known  in  Columbia 
County7,  for  be  has  been  a resident  of  the  same  since 
1860.  He  was  born  in  Jefferson,  Jackson  County, 
Ga. , in  1830,  and  is  tbe  eldest  child  born  to  Isaiah 
C.  and  Alary7  (Amenable)  AA  allace,  natives  of  South 
Carolina  and  Airginia.  respectively.  The  father 
was  a Alethodist  minister,  which  calling  he  fol- 
lowed for  many  years,  and  in  1860  came  to  Arkan- 
sas, and  was  soon  after  chosen  as  a representative 
of  Columbia  C mnty  in  the  State  Legislature,  and 
since  the  war  filled  the  same  position  one  term. 
During  the  war  he  served  for  some  time  in  the 
Confederate  army  as  captain  of  a company  of  cav- 
alry7, but  after  a short  time  resigned,  and  came  home 
and  there  died  at  the  age  of  sixty7  years  in  1872. 
He  and  his  wife  were  the  parents  of  eight  children, 
three  of  whom  are  now  living:  J.  H. , Narcissus 

(now  Airs.  Doss,  of  Atlanta,  Ark.),  and  Jefferson 
(an  attorney-at-law):  Airs.  Wallace  died  in  1870. 

The  paternal  grandfather,  Levi  AA' allac-e,  was  a 
lieutenant  in  the  Revolutionary  AArar,  serving  the 
full  time,  and  was  a participant  in  the  battle  of 
Cowpens,  and  was  also  in  a number  of  other  en- 
gagements. The  maternal  grandfather,  Abraham 
Venable,  was  well  known  in  the  county  in  A'irginia 
in  which  he  resided,  and  was  a successful  agricult- 
urist. Dr.  Wallace  received  his  education  at 
AA'liite  Sulphur  Springs,  Ga. , and  at  the  age  of 
twenty-three  entered  the  Aledieal  University  of 
that  State,  an  institution  he  attended  two  terms, 
graduating  in  the  spring  of  1856.  He  then  en- 
tered the  Jefferson  School  of  Alodicine  of  Phila- 
delphia, graduating  in  1857,  after  which  he  came 
home  and  entered  upon  his  practice,  moving  in 
I860  to  Columbia  County,  taking  up  his  residence 
near  his  present  home.  He  was  married  in  1858 
to  Aliss  Samantha  Story,  of  Georgia,  a daughter  of 
James  Story,  and  to  them  a family7  of  eight  chil 
dren  wore  born:  Isaiah  (a  farmer).  Brooks'  (do 

ceased).  T.  Jefferson,  Alary  (wife  of  R.  AIcClenden). 
Afinuie.  Fannie  (wife  of  Joe  Jean),  and  William. 


*>'iow  ’ nWitl1) 

' 

. 


5 1 6 


HISTORY  OF  ARKANSAS. 


The  Doctor  came  to  this  county  with  considerable 
money  and  quite  a large  number  of  negroes,  and 
at  the  close  of  the  war.  unlike  so  many  others,  was 
well  lixed  financially,  owning  a number  of  line 
I farms.  He  now  owns  a large  amount  of  real  estate, 
and  has  a large  portion  of  it  under  cultivation,  the 
farm  on  which  he  is  now  living  having  cost  him 
$8,000.  The  Doctor  has  always  been  a highly 
| successful  practitioner,  and  although  he  does  not 
practice  so  extensively  as  formerly,  on  account  of 
increasing  years,  he  still  has  a profound  respect 
and  liking  for  the  calling.  Socially  he  is  a mem- 
ber of  the  A.  F.  A A.  M. , Columbia  Lodge  No.  82. 

Robert  Minor  Wallace  is  a prominent  attorney 
of  Magnolia,  and  is  best  known  as  an  able  advocate 
and  brilliant  orator.  He  was  born  in  Union  County, 
Ark.,  August  6,  1856,  and  was  there  reared  and 
educated,  first  attending  the  common  schools,  en- 
tering, at  the  age  of  seventeen  years,  Arizona  Col- 
lege, La.,  one  of  his  instructors  being  Prof.  Nich- 
olson,  now*  president  of  the  State  University  of 
Louisiana,  and  from  this  institution  of  learning 
was  graduated  at  the  age  of  twenty  years.  He 
immediately  removed  to  Little  Rock,  Ark.,  and 
began  his  legal  studies  in  the  office  of  Judge  Rose, 
and  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  1877  by  Joseph 
W.  Martin,  who  was  then  judge  of  the  circuit  court. 
Shortly  afterward  he  located  at  Eldorado,  and  for 
two  years  prior  to  entering  upon  his  practice 
he  was  deputy  clerk  of  Union  County.  He  then 
opened  an  office  in  Eldorado,  and  about  this  time 
be  founded  a paper,  called  the  Union  County 
Times,  and  this  journal  continued  to  edit  for  some 
time,  in  connection  with  his  practice.  In  18S1  he 
was  elected  to  represent  that  county  in  the  Lower 
House  of  the  Legislature  for  one  term,  and  dis- 
charged his  duties  in  a very  efficient,  manner.  In 
1884-  be  moved  to  Magnolia,  having  sold  his  paper, 
and  has  here  practiced  until  1887,  when  he  was 
appointed  post-office  inspector  by  President  Cleve- 
land, a position  he  held  until  July,  1S89,  when  he 
resigned,  and  once  more  took  up  the  practice  of 
law.  He  has  recently  been  elected  as  a Democrat, 
to  the  office  of  district  attorney  for  the  Thirteenth 
Circuit  of  Arkansas.  Mr.  W allace  was  married  in 
1879,  to  Miss  Minnie  E.  Pennington,  of  Claiborne 
Parish,  La.,  and  a daughter  of  J.  D.  Pennington. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wallace  became  the  parents  of  four 
children,  two  of  whom  are  now  living:  Roberta 

and  Minnie,  who  are  living  with  their  uncle.  Col. 
II.  G.  P.  'Williams,  in  Union  County,  as  their 
mother  died  in  July.  1886,  having  been  an  earnest 
member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  South. 
Mr.  Wallace  is  the  second  of  three  children  born 
to  W.  J.  and  Susan  A.  (Williams)  Wallace,  the 


I former  a native  of  Georgia,  and  the  latter  of  Ala 
bama.  Mr.  Wallace  was  a planter,  and  at  the 
opening  of  the  Civil  War,  joined  the  Confederate 
' army,  becoming  a major  in  the  Ninth  Arkansas 
Regiment.  He  was  killed  at  Resaca,  Ga. , May  12, 
1864,  he  at  that  time  being  quite  a young  man, 
bis  birth  having  occurred  in  1833.  His  wife  was 
born  January  27,  1834,  and  died  August  1.  I860. 
Their  other  living  child  is  Mrs.  Neil  W.  Carotbers, 

| of:  Chattanooga,  Tenn. 

R.  S,  War  nock.  Among  the  representative 
farmers  of.  this  section  of  the  country  none  are 
j more  favorably  known  or  more  highly  respected 
than  Mr.  Warnock,  for  he  has  lived  here  all  his 
j life,  his  birth  having  occurred  in  Columbia  County 
in  1857,  and  the  people  have  had  every  oppor- 
tunity to  judge  of  his  character  and  know  that 
in  many  instances  he  has  been  tried  and  not  found 
wanting.  His  parents,  A.  P.  and  Margaret  H. 
(Walker)  Warnock,  came  to  this  county  when 
young,  the  father's  arrival  here  dating  from  1840, 
he  being  at  that  time  fifteen  years  of  age.  Co- 
lumbia County  was  then  a portion  of  Lafayette 
County,  and  here  he  followed  farming  until  his 
death  in  1878.  He  was  in  the  Confederate  army 
four  years,  and  was  in  the  engagements  at  Vicks- 
burg, and  for  two  terms  was  county  assessor.  After 
the  death  of  his  wife,  in  1861,  he  married  Miss  M. 
J.  51.  Thompson,  by  whom  he  became  the  father 
of  two  children,  Wiiliani  H.  and  Luerctia  E. 
The  eight  children  borne  him  by  bis  first  wife 
are:  Mary  (wife  of  A.  P.  Fntch,  of  this  county), 
J.  T.  (a  ranchman  of  Colimo,  Tex.),  Eliza  J. 
(wife  of  E.  S.  Morrison,  of  Texas).  Sarah  H.  (wife 
of  A.  R.  Buffington,  of  this  county),  R.  S. . Mar- 
1 garet  A.  (wife  of  J.  T.  Simmons,  of  Coleman 
; County,  Tex.),  and  two  children  who  are  deceased. 
R S.  Warnock  resided  on  a farm  in  this  county 
until  he  was  seventeen  years  of  age,  then  began 
doing  for  himself,  and  from  time  to  time,  as  his 
means  would  allow,  he  attended  s.chooh  and  in 
time  secured  a fair  English  education.  He  has 
always  been  industrious  and  enterprising,  and 
putting  these  attributes  into  practice,  he  has  be- 
come the  owner  of  a good  farm,  and  has  250  acres 
. under  cultivation.  He  is  also  quite  an  extensive 
horse  and  mule  dealer,  shipping  and  selling  from 
200  to  300  through  tin'  fall  and  winter  seasons. 
Besides  this  property  he  is  also  the  owner  of  a 
handsome  residence  in  the  city  of  Magnolia.  In 
the  conduct  of  his  property  he  gives  each  detailed 
portion  of  work  his  personal  and  close  observa- 
tion, and  the  care  and  method  ever  exercised  have 
contributed  to  place  him  among  the  foremost 
farmers  of  this  vicinity.  His  worthy  wife  was 
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formerly  Miss  Francos  II.  Alexander,  of  Magnolia, 
and  a (laughter  of  Samuel  and  Mary  (Bromlkdd)  • 
Alexander,  who  were  born  in  South  Carolina  and  i 
came  to  Arkansas  at  a very  early  day.  He  died  in 
1880.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  AYarnock  have  one  child, 
Ora  E. , born  in  1881. 

Dr.  William  Newton  AVarren,  physician  and 
surgeon,  Buckner,  Ark.  Dr.  Warren  is  one  of 
the  county’s  most  successful  physicians,  and  has 
built  up  a patronage  highly  complimentary  to  his 
skill  and  ability  as  a practitioner.  He  is  a na- 
tive of  this  county,  his  birth  occurring  •January 
*25,  1851,  and  is  a son  of  John  M.  and  So- 
phronia  Gardner  (Clark)  Warren,  natives  of  Ala- 
bama and  Mississippi,  respectively.  The  father 
was  born  August  11,  1815,  and  is  now  residing  in 
this  county,  respected  and  esteemed  by  all  who  [ 
know  him,  as  is  also  the  mother  who  is,  too,  a resi- 
dent. of  this  county.  The  parents  moved  from  I 
Mississippi  to  Arkansas  in  1848,  settled  in  this  j 
county  and  here  they  have  since  made  their  home,  j 
Their  family  consisted  of  eight  sons  and  four 
daughters,  six  sons  and  two  daughters  now  living: 
Robert C. , J.  M. , Jr.,  A.  J. , R.,  Jane,  SophroniaG., 

J.  H.  and  C.  F.  The  paternal  grandfather,  Robert 
H.  AY  arren,  was  in  the  battle  of  New  Orleans  un- 
der Gen.  Jackson.  Dr.  AY  i Hi  am  Newton  AA'ar- 
reu,  the  fourth  in  order  of  birth  of  the  above-men-  ] 
tioned  children,  was  reared  in  this  county  and  re- 
ceived his  literary  education  here.  He  attended  | 
lectures  at  Louisville  Medical  College  at  Louis-  i 
v i 11  o,  Ky.,  and  graduated  from  that,  far-famed  j 
institution  February  25,  1887.  He  immediately  | 
returned  to  Columbia  County  as  the  scene  of  his 
future  labor,  and  began  practicing  in  the  neighbor-  i 
hood  in  which  he  was  reared.  In  January,  1889,  I 
he  came  to  Buckner,  where  he  has  been  ministering 
to  the  physical  wants  of  his  fellow-men  ever  since.  I 
Ho  was  married  February  26,  187  3,  to  Miss  ! 
Annie  B.  Griffin,  who  was  born  in  Mississippi 
in  1851,  and  who  has  became  the  mother  of 
three  sons  and  four  daughters:  Otho  A.,  AYilliam 
Newton,  Susan  G.,  Mary  Ann,  Minnie,  John  and 
Ivy  D.  Dr.  AY  arren  has  carried  on  farming  in 
connection  with  his  practice,  and  is  the  owner  of 
160  acres  of  land,  and  also  is  the  owner  of  town 
property  in  AYaldo  and  Buckner.  He  is  a member  I 
of  Lamartine  Lodge  No.  90.  and  is  a Master 
Mason.  His  wife  is  a worthy  member  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  South. 

Dr.  John  H.  Weaver,  physician  and  surgeon,  j 
McNeil,  Ark.  In  presenting  in  this  work  brief 
biographical  sketches  of  representative  citizens  of  • 
the  county,  among  these  in  the  medical  profession  ! 
is  very  properly  given  a short  sketch  of  the  life  of  | 
32 


Dr.  AA" paver,  and  of  his  identification  with  the 
town  of  McNiel.  The  marriage  of  his  parents,  . 
John  and  Eliza  (Hodges)  A\  caver,  occurred  in 
Tennessee,  the  father  having  been  born  in  the 
middle  part  of  the  State,  on  June  22,  1823,  and 
the  mother  in  that  Stab  also  in  1826.  The  par- 
ents emigrated  from  Tennessee  to  Camden,  Ark. . 
in  1836,  when  there  were  but  two  houses  there, 
and  a short  time  afterward  moved  to  Hempstead 
County  of  that  State.  In  1858  they  moved  to  Ne- 
vada County,  and  here  they  have  made  their  home 
ever  since.  The  father  is  a practical  farmer,  and 
is  one  of  the  pioneers  of  that  county.  The  paternal 
grandfather,  Wilson  AA'eaver,  was  born  in  Ashe 
County,  Tenn. , and  died  August,  1881,  in  Nevada 
County.  He  came  to  Arkansas  in  1S36,  was  a 
noted  hunter,  and  was  also  a successful  agricult- 
urist. He  served  all  through  the  AYar  of  1812. 
Dr.  John  H.  Weaver  was  born  in  what  is  now 
Nevada  County,  on  December  31,  1857,  and  was 
the  seventh  of  thirteen  children — live  sons  and 
eight  daughters — five  sons  and  six  daughters  now 
living.  He  was  reared  in  Nevada,  received  a good 
literary  education  there,  and  later  received  his  medi- 
cal education  at  Louisville  Medical  College,  from 
which  institution  he  graduated  in  1881.  He  began 
practicing  the  same  year  in  Howard  County.  Ark., 
Irut  went  from  there  to  Nevada  County,  where  he 
practiced  for  three  years.  From  there  he  came  to 
McNeil,  in  1884,  and  has  been  a resident  of  this 
town  ever  since.  He  has  built  xrp  a thriving  prac- 
tice, and  as  a physician  and  personally  is  highly 
esteemed.  He  was  married  on  November  8,  1881, 
to  Miss  Janie  Tidwell,  a native  of  Nevada  County. 
Ark.,  born  January  10,  1862,  and  the  fruits  of 
this  union  were  three  children,  one  now  living: 
Brags-  Dr.  Weaver  is  a Master  Ala  son,  having 
joined  Ale  Neil  Lodge  No.  440,  and  represented  bis 
lodge  in  the  Grand  Lodge  in  1888  and  1889.  In 
politics  he  is  a stanch  Democrat,  casting  his  first 
presidential  vote  for  Cleveland.  The  Doctor  has 
just  completed  a fine  office  building,  and  is  an  en- 
terprising, public  spirited  citizen. 

James  M.  AYhaley  is  a retired  merchant  of 
Magnolia,  and  although  he  has  been  a resident  of 
Arkansas  since  1857,  he  was  born  in  Georgia  in 
1829,  being  the  fourth  in  a family  of  nine  chil- 
dren, born  to  John  and  Martha  (Smith)  Whaley, 
also  Georgians,  the  father  a farmer  by  occupa- 
tion. Upon  their  arrival  in  Arkansas  in  1857  Air. 
Whaley  entered  land,  and  at  the  time  of  his  death, 
in  1863,  was  an  extensive  real  estate  holder.  He 
was  about  seventy  years  of  age.  and  his  widow  was 
sixty-seven  at  the  time  of  her  death,  \\ hich  occurred 
in  18(9.  James  AL  Whaley  never  received  many 
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I advantages  in  the  way  of  an  education,  but  being 
possessed  with  a determination  to  become  a good 
scholar  many  of  his  evenings  were  spent  in  study 
by  the  firelight,  thereby  thoroughly  fitting  himself 
for  the  practical  duties  of  life.  A short  time  prior 
to  the  war  he  entered  a medical  college  of  Memphis, 
Term.,  but  after  attending  one  course  the  war 
broke  out.  and  be  left  school,  and  in  1802  joined 
Company  E.  Thirty-first-  Louisiana  Infantry,  he 
being  a resident  of  Claiborne  Parish,  La.,  at  that  : 
time.  Although  he  joined  the  army  as  a private,  i 
In*  held  a number  of  offices,  and  was  assistant- 
surgeon  the  most  of  the  time.  He  was  at  Chick-  i 
arnauga,  Vicksburg,  Port  Hudson  and  others,  and 
at-  the  siege  and  surrender  of  Vicksburg  be  was 
taken  prisoner,  but  was  afterward  paroled  and  re-  i 
turned  home.  The  latter  part  of  the  war  he  served 
i west  of  the  Mississippi  River,  and  surrendered  at 
Mansfield,  La.,  in  June,  1805.  Upon  his  return 
home  he  resumed  farming,  but  in  1872  began  mer- 
chandising  at  State  Line  post-office,  where  he  re-  j 
mained  for  eleven  years,  serving  as  postmaster. 
In  1880  he  took  up  his  abode  in  Magnolia  and  es- 
! tablished  a general  mercantile  store,  and  has  done 
a business  of  from  $50,000  to  $00,000  annually. 
He  also  buys  from  $30,000  to  $40,000  worth  of 
cotton  yearly,  and  this  has  proved  a very  remuner-  ; 
ative  investment-  He  retired  from  active  business  I 
life  January  1.  1890.  and  is  now  enjoying  the 
fruits  of  his  early  toil.  His  marriage,  which  oc- 
curred in  1858  was  to  Miss  Mary  Williamson,  of 
Georgia,  their  union  taking  place  in  Drew  County. 
She  is  a daughter  of  T.  J.  and  Hannah  (Cook) 
Williamson,  and  has  borne  her  husband  twelve 
[ children : Loomis  (a  merchant  of  Magnolia),  James 

| (also  a merchant  of  this  place),  Alec,  Delia,  John 

T.,  George  W. , W.  S.,  Odwin,  Ulta,  Lizzie, 
Diamond  and  Gould,  all  of  whom  have  been  reared 
and  educated  in  Arkansas.  Mr.  Whaley  is  a Dem- 
ocrat, and  as  a business  man  has  been  enterprising, 
honorable  and  upright  in  all  bis  dealings. 

John  Wilkerson  is  engaged  in  farming,  and 
saw-milling  in  Magnolia  Township,  and  since  seven 
years  of  age  has  been  a resident  of  this  county, 
and  here  received  his  education  and  rearing.  He 
was  born  in  Marengo  County,  Ala.,  April  28,  1852, 
to  Francis  and  Dicey  A.  (Manes)  Wilkerson,  natives 
of  Alabama,  who  took  up  their  abode  in  Arkansas 
in  1859.  Although  the  father  was  a carpenter  bv 
trade,  on  first  coming  to  Arkansas  he  kept  a gro- 
cery store  in  Magnolia  for  some  time.  When  the  Re- 
bellion broke  out,  he  entered  the  Confederate  army 
as  a private,  serving  faithfully  until  the  close  of 
the  war,  and  spent  the  following  three  years  as  a 
farmer  of  Louisiana,  whither  he  hail  moved  during 


the  war,  purchasing  a farm  in  Caddo  Parish,  near 
Shreveport,  whore  he  spent  the  rest  of  his  days, 
dying  in  1809.  His  widow  survives  him,  being  a 
resident  of  Bossier  Parish,  La,  Of  the  eleven 
children  she  bore  her  husband,  only  three  are  now 
living:  John,  Georgiana  (wife  of  W.  E.  Boss,  of 
Louisiana),  and  Meda  (wife  of  J.  J.  Peterson). 
John  Wilkerson  never  attended  school  a day  in  his 
life,  but  by  close,  self-application  be  secured  a 
fair  education,  and  is  now  one  of  the  best-informed 
men  on  the  general  topics  of  the  day,  as  can  be 
found  in  tlie  county.  Ho  first  began  farming  on  a 
place  he  had  purchased  on  credit,  and  also  on 
rented  land,  and  by  hard  work  succeeded  in  pay- 
ing for  his  place,  which  consisted  of  eighty  acres 
of  wild  land.  He  bad  fifty  acres  improved,  wit!) 
good  buildings  of  all  kinds,  and  although  bis  place 
was  small,  he  farmed  intelligently,  and  thus  made 
his  land  yield  considerably  more  than  many  larger 
farms.  He  now  lias  280  acres,  with  125  acres  im- 
proved, and  on  it  is  a line  steam  cotton-gin  and  a 
saw  and  shingle  mill.  He  gins  annually  from  125 
to  150  bales  of  cotton  each  year,  and  also  manu- 
factures a great  deal  of  lumber  and  shingles.  He 
lives  only  a short  distance  from  town,  and  finds  a 
ready  sale  for  his  product.  Besides  Lis  home  farm 
he  Owns  two  other  places,  one  consisting  of  100 
acres,  with  thirty-five  under  cultivation,  and  the 
other  of  280  acres,  with  fifty  under  the  plow,  both 
being  improved  with  fair  buildings.  Twenty 
years  ago  he  had  comparatively  nothing,  but  he  is 
now  'one  of  the  wealthy  men  of  the  county,  for 
which  he  has  no  one  to  thank  but  himself.  His 
marriage  to  Miss  Nancy  V.  A.  Robinson  took  place 
in  1872,  her  parents  being  John  and  Narcissa 
(Houston)  Robinson,  and  to  the  union  of  the  latter 
couple  the  following  family  have  been  born:  Louisa 
M.  (wife  of  John  Brown,  of  Texas),  James  B. 
(of  Montgomery  County,  Tex.),  John  (also  of  that 
State),  and  Nancy  V.  A.  living,  and  three  children 
deceased.  Mrs.  Robinson  died  in  1853,  and  her 
husband  afterward  married  Louisa  Wheeler,  of  Se- 
vier County,  and  now  resides  in  Texas.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Wilkerson  are  members  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church.  South,  and  to  their  union  a 
family  of  seven  children  have  been  born:  James, 
Leaiuler,  Lou  E.,  "Willie,  Mattie,  Arazona  and 
Rena. 

Benjamin  F.  Wilson,  agriculturist.  One  of 
the  best  and  neatest  farms  in  Columbia  Countv  is 
owned  by  Mr.  Wilson,  and  his  prosperity  can  be 
traced  to  his  own  energy,  earnest  and  sincere  en- 
deavor and  good  judgment.  He  was  born  in  Au- 
tauga County.  Ala.,  on  March  19,  1842.  His 
grandfather,  Benjamin  Wilson,  was  born  on  Sep 
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(ember  3,  1773,  of  English  descent,  and  during  the 
War  of  1812  served  in-ihe  American  army  with  the 
rank  of  captain.  His  father,  Wells  W.  W ilson,  was 
burn  in  Virginia  May  2S,  1813,  but  was  reared  to 
manhood  in  Alabama,  to  which  State  his  father  I 
had  moved  when  he  was  a small  boy,  and  there  he  j 
was  brought  up  to  farm  labor.  He  was  married,  j 
in  1840,  to  Miss  Elizabeth  Rogers,  a native  of  ; 
South  Carolina,  and  the  daughter  of  Jonathan  j 
and  Sarah  (Roundtree)  Rogers,  both  of  whom  ! 
were  natives  of  South  Carolina,  and  ten  years  later  j 
the  young  couple  sought  a home  in  this  State,  and  j 
in  1850  they  located  in  Ouachita  County.  The  I 
following  year  they  came  to  this  county  and  eu- 
tored  a farm  in  Boone  Township,  and  on  this  farm 
the  widow  is  still  living,  her  husband  having  de-  i 
parted  this  life  on  May  13,  18S7.  He  was  a stanch 
Democrat,  and  held  the  office  of  justice  of  the  j 
peace  of  Boone  Township  for  about  ten  years  pre- 
vious to  the  war.  He  united  with  the  Protestant  j 
Methodist  Church  in  1S4S,  and  at  the  time  of  his 
death  was  a prominent  member  of  that  body,  and  J 
his  widow  still  worships  in  that  church.  They  j 
were  the  parents  of  eleven  children,  eight  of  whom 
are  still  living:  Benjamin  F,,  George  W. , Martha, 
Penny,  Dora,  Robert,  Lon  T.  and  Alice.  George 
\Y.  is  a prominent  farmer  of  Boone  Township,  and 
cultivates  about  1(30  acres  of  land.  Mart  ha  is  now 
Mrs.  Lewis,  of  Waldo,  Ark.  Penny  married  W.  I. 
Jameson,  and  resides  on  a farm  comprising  200 
acres,  lying  in  this  county.  Dora  is  now  Mrs. 
Dixon,  and  her  home  is  in  Boone  Township,  where 
her  husband  owns  100  acres  of  land.  Robert  R. 
is  a farmer  by  occupation,  and  owns  805  acres;  his  ! 
operations  are  carried  on  in  this  county.  Lon  T.  is  ; 
also  a farmer  by  occupation,  and  owns  805  acres  in  j 
this  township;  and  Alice  is  now  Mrs.  Snider,  of  j 
Cleveland  Township.  Benjamin  F.  Wilson  attained  j 
his  growth  in  this  township,  and  in  its  common 
schools  his  education  was  obtained.  In  May.  1801.  ; 
lie  enlisted  in  the  Sixth  Arkansas  Infantry,  and  the 
following  year  was  transferred  to  the  Fifteenth  Ar- 
kansas Infantry,  in  which  he  served  until  the  close  i 
of  the  war,  and  during  this  time  participated  in  a 
great  marry  battles  and  skirmishes,  among  the  prin- 
cipal of  which  may  be  mentioned  Fort  Donelsori, 
Port  Hudson  and  Jenkins’  Ferry.  AtFortDonel-  j 
son  he  was  twice  wounded,  first  by  a minie  ball  in  j 
the  right  side,  and  again  by  a minie  ball  in  the  j 
h-ft  leg.  At  this  place  he  was  captured  and  taken 
to  St.  Louis,  where  ho  was  held  until  his  wounds 
were  healed,  when  he  was  taken  to  Camp  Doug- 
las, Chicago,  and  after  being  retained  there  for 
six  months  he  was  exchanged,  and  rejoined  his 
regiment  at  Vicksburg.  At  Port  Hudson  he  was 
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again  captured,  and  on  July  8,  1803,  he  returned 
home  on  parole,  and  the  following  fall  again  re- 
joined his  regiment.  After  the  surrender  he  re- 
turned home  and  commenced  farming  for  himself 
on  the  old  homestead,  and  continued  his  opera- 
tions there  until  1808,  when  he  moved  to  Union 
County,  and  there  lie  tilled  the  soil  until  .1883. 
At  that  time  he  settled  on  his  present  farm  (then 
entirely  within  the  woods  with  no  improvements), 
and  he  now  owns  200  acres,  with  about  eighty 
acres  under  cultivation.  November  4,  1808.  wit- 
nessed liis  marriage  with  Miss  May  Lewis,  a native 
of  Autauga  County.  Ala.,  born  February  20. 
1843,  and  the  daughter  of  Joseph  and  Annie 
(Johnson)  Lewis,  natives  of  Georgia  and  North 
Carolina,  of  English  descent.  The  fruits  of  their 
union  have  been  five  children:  Mary,  Edwin, 
George  E..  Benjamin  F.  and  Pearl.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Wilson  are  both  devoted  members  of  the  Old 
School  Presbyterian  Church,  and  in  politics  the 
former  is  a stanch  Democrat,  taking  an  active  in- 
terest in  the  political  affairs  of  the  county.  In  1S8  f 
he  was  elected  school  director,  and  still  fills  that 
office  with  credit  to  himself  and  satisfaction  to  the 
community.  He  aids  with  his  support  and  en- 
couragement all  measures  tending  toward  the  wel- 
fare of  the  community,  and  is  conceded  to  be  one 
of  its  leading  citizens. 

William  Jefferson  Wilson,  merchant  and 
farmer,  Buckner,  Ark.  The  mercantile  trade  of 
Buckner  is  represented  by  honorable  business  men 
who  ru’e  wide  awake  and  full  of  enterprise.  Among 
the  most  prominent  in  this  line  is  Mr.  Wilson, 
who.  in  connection  with  his  mercantile  trade,  is 
also  engaged  in  tilling  the  soil.  This  gentleman 
was  born  in  Ouachita  County,  Ark.,  on  January 
8,  1849.  and  moved  with  his  parents  to  Alabama 
when  a child,  remaining  there  until  1862,  when  he 
returned  to  Arkansas.  He  has  since  resided  in 
his  native  State.  He  was  married  the  first  time 
in  I860  to  Miss  Eliza  Wyott  Scott,  who  died  on 
November  22,  1888.  They  were  the  parents  of 
seven  children,  six  now  living:  Jasper  Bennett, 
William  Anderson,  Joseph  H.  (deceased),  Lova 
Grace.  Walter  Douglas,  Elizabeth  Pearl  and  James 
Patrick.  Mr.  Wilson's  second  marriage  occurred 
on  July  31,  1889.  to  Mrs.  Mary  Elizabeth  Fears. 
He  engaged  in  merchandising  at  Buckner  in  Jan- 
uary. 1886,  but  previous  to  that  he  had  been  en- 
gaged in  tilling  the  soil.  He  carries  a stock  of 
general  merchandise  valued  at  about  8500.  and  at 
the  same  time  continued  his  farming  operations. 
He  owns  eighty  acres  near  town,  and  160  acres  of 
an  improved  farm  in  Nevada  County.  He  is  a 
member"  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 
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South,  and  his  wife  is  a member  of  the  Christian 
Church.  His  father,  James  Bennett  Wilson,  was 
born  in  North  Carolina  and  emigrated  from  there 
to  Alabama,  and  thence  to  Sevier  County,  Ark., 
while  a single  man.  There  he  was  married  to 
Miss  Elizabeth  Henry,  a native  of  Arkansas,  who 
bore  him  eight  children — four  sons  and  four 
daughters,  all  but  one  living,  and  William  Jeffer- 
son  second  in  order  of  birth.  The  father  went 
from  Sevier  County  to  Ouachita  County,  Ark., 
and  thence  to  Alabama,  when  our  subject  was  but 
a child.  He  died  in  what  is  now  Nevada  County 
in  November,  1865,  and  was  a farmer  by  occupa- 
tion. The  mother  died  on  January  24,  1863. 

Uriah  G.  Wood,  retired  teacher,  Buckner,  Ark. 
In  endeavoring  to  prepare  a true  sketch  of  the  life 
j of  Mr.  Wood,  the  writer  meets  with  facts  which 
are  greatly  to  his  credit.  A man  of  long  and 
recognized  prominence,  and  for  years  closely  identi- 
fied with  the  history  of  this  portion  of  the  county, 
j he  has  became  so  intimately  interwoven  with  its 
I material  development  and  progress  that  to  mention 
his  history  almost  necessitates  the  giving  of  part 
j of  the  county's  history.  He  is  a native  of  Alabama, 
his  birth  occurring  on  April  14,  1829,  and  is  a son 
of  Matthew  and  Moning  (Atkinson)  Wood,  both 
natives  of  Georgia,  and  both  reared  in  Alabama. 

J The  father  followed  agricultural  pursuits  through 
life,  and  resided,  in  Alabama  until  1855,  when  he 
moved  to  Texas.  There  his  death  occurred  in 
j Smith  County  in  the  spring  of  1876,  and  his  wife 
followed  him  to  the  grave  in  1S78.  Their  family 
consisted  of  seven  sons  and  four  daughters  — two 
j sons  and  three  daughters  now  living.  The  paternal 
I grandfather,  Joshua  Wood,  was  born  in  North 
Carolina,  though  reared  in  Georgia,  and  was  of 
English  descent.  Uriah  G.  Wood,  the  third  in 
order  of  birth  of  the  above-mentioned  children,  was 
reared  in  Alabama,  at  Talladega,  and  supplemented 
a good  common -school  education  by  attending 
| Talladega  Seminary.  He  subsequently  began  teach- 
ing in  Alabama  in  the  country  schools,  which  he 
continued  as  long  as  he  remained  in  Alabama,  and 
then  went  to  the  Lone  Star  State  with  his  parents  in 
1855.  There  he  followed  his  profession  from  1856 
] to  1857,  and  in  1858  came  to  Columbia  County, 

| Ark.,  where  he  taught  school  until  1873.  From 
there  he  went  to  Lafayette  County,  located  at 
Mars  Hill,  and  taught  school  in  that  county  for 
about  ten  years.  In  1889  he  moved  back  to  Co 
lumbia  County,  located  at  Buckner,  and  took 
charge  of  the  school  at  that  place  until  July.  1889, 
when  he  retired.  In  i860  he  was  married  to  Miss 
Katie  Farrington,  who  was  born  in  Georgia  in 
1839,  and  grew  to  womanhood  in  that  State.  This 


i union  resulted  in  the  birth  of  six  children : Frank  O. 

| (practicing  medicine  in  Arkansas),  Matthew  S. 

| (in  the  law  office  of  Montgomery  & Moore,  Tex- 
arkana, Ark.).  Bonnie  G.  (practicing in  Louisiana), 
i Mary  C.  (engaged  in  teaching),-  Lima  and  Osceola 
; G.  During  the  last  few  years  of  his  teaching  at 
i Buckner  Mr.  Wood’s  daughter.  Mary  C. , assisted 
: him  in  the  school.  Mr.  Wood  is  a Master  Mason, 

; having  joined  that  society  at  Calhoun, .Columbia 
County,  in  1860,  and  he  and  wife  are  members  of 
; the  Missionary  Baptist  Church.  He  takes  an  act- 
ive part  in  all  educational  matters  and  all  enter- 
; prises  pertaining  to  the  welfare  of  his  community, 
j and  is  one  of  the  best-informed  and  most  influential 
citizens.  He  was  a Whig  while  that  party  existed, 
and  his  first  presidential  vote  was  for  Gen.  Scott. 
He  was  justice  of  the  peace  of  Lafayette  County 
for  about  eight  years. 

T.  W.  Yarbrough  is  an  agriculturist  of  Magno- 
lia Township,  Columbia  County,  Ark.,  but  is 
a native  Tennesseean,  his  birth  occurring  in  the 
western  part  of  that  State  in  1841.  His  parents, 
James  E.  and.  Nancy  (Atchison)  Yarbrough,  were 
born  in  Alabama  and  Illinois  respectively,  the  for- 
mer being  a farmer  and  an  emigrant  to  this  State 
in  1858.  taking  up  his  abode  in  Columbia  County. 
Here  he  reared  his  children,  whose  names  are  as 
follows:  T.  W.,  Mary  W.  (wife  of  Adolphus  IV. 
Bachus,  of  Ouachita  County),  Lucy  F.  (wife  of  J. 
T.  Hicks,  of  Columbia  County),  Susan  T.  (wife  of 
W.  T.  Douglass,  of  this  county),  Martha  A.  (the 
deceased  wife  of  James  Leach),  Amanda  J.  (widow 
of  J.  E.  Boyd),  and  Ella  (wife  of  H.  Vaughan,  of 
Texas).  The  mother  of  these  children  died  in 
December,  1887.  T.  W.  Yarbrough  received  the 
advantages  of  the  subscription  schools  in  his  youth, 
but  it  was  not  until  the  war  broke  out  that  ho  deter- 
mined to  leave  , the  place  where  he  had  passed  so 
many  important  years  of  his  life  in  labor  upon  the 
farm  and  in  acquiring  an  education.  He  then 
joined  Company  D,  Fifteenth  Arkansas  Infantry, 
commanded  by  Col.  Ben  Johnson,  and  for  two  years 
served  in  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee,  taking  part 
in  the  battles  of  Island  No.  10,  where  he  was  taken 
prisoner  and  sent  to  Camp  Butler.  111.  At  the  end 
of  six  months  he  was  exchanged  at  Vicksburg  and 
after  his  company  was  reorganized  he  was  sent  to 
Port  Hudson,  where  he  was  again  captured,  paroled 
and  afterward  returned  home.  After  the  reorganiza- 
tion of  his  company  at  Washington,  Hempstead 
County,  ho  served  on  the  west  side  of  the  river  un- 
til May,  1865,  then  surrendered  at  Marshall,  T ■ x . . 
and  returned  home,  having  taken  part  in  th'e  battle 
of  Jenkins'  Ferry.  Upon  his  return  home  he  en- 
| gaged  in  farming  in  a small  way,  and  tilled  hi 
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father’s  laud  until  1806,  when  he  bought  the  place 
on  which  he  now  lives,  consisting  of  400  acres,  and 
of  (his  he  now  has  100  acres  in  good  farming  con 
dition,  on  which  is  a commodious  and  substantial 
residence,  also  good  buildings  of  other  kinds.  He 
raises  enough  stock  to  successfully  conduct  the  same, 
and  also  sells  some  each  year.  A cotton-gin  was 
erected  in  1867,  and  in  1S82  he  added  steam 
machinery,  and  now  annually  gins  some  200  bales, 
raising  about  20  bales  himself.  He  was  married 
i_n  ]S65  to  Mrs.  Sarah  A.  (Yarbrough)  Bach  us,  a 
second  cousin,  and  by  her  has  eight  children: 
Nannie  L.  (wife  of  L.  L.  Allen  of  this  county),  W.  S. 
(of  Columbia  County),  Ruth  (wife  of  James  Gnice), 
Ora,  Mary  W. , Lou  A..  James  P.  and  Annie  T. 
Mr.  Yarbrough  is  a man  who  takes  quite  an  active 
part  in  churches  and  schools,  and  is  a liberal  patron 
of  worthy  enterprises. 

James  D.  Zachry  has  been  identified  with  the 
interests  of  this  section  since  1858,  at  which  time 
ho  came  from  Louisiana,  whither  he  had  moved 
from  his  native  State  of  Georgia  in  1857.  He  was 
born  in  1826,  being  the  eldest  of  four  children 
horn  to  Benjamin  S.  and  Mary  E.  (Zachry)  Zachry, 
natives  of  Georgia,  the  father  a farmer  by  occupa- 
tion. He  was  in  the  War  of  1812,  being  stationed 
at  Mobile,  and  was  also  in  one  of  the  Indian  wars. 
He  accumulated  good  property,  and  prior  to  his 
death,  which  occurred  in  1864,  he  owned  a num- 
ber of  negroes.  He  was  of  Italian  lineage,  and 
his  wife  of  Scotch.  She  died  in  1S36,  after  which 
her  husband  wedded  Mrs.  Martha  (Cole)  Day,  her 
death  occurring  in  Louisiana  in  1885.  James  D. 
Zachry  was  reared  and  educated  in  his  native  State, 
and  at  the  age  of  twenty-one  years  began  doing  for 
himself  as  a trader,  and  also  taught  school  for 
several  years.  He  then  emigrated  to  Louisiana, 
after  which  he  came  to  Arkansas  as  above  stated, 
and  purchased  210  acres  of  land,  also  entering 
one  half  section.  Here  he  continued  to  farm  until 
1861.  when  he  joined  Company  H.  Third  Arkansas 
Cavalry,  and  served  in  the  Army  of  the  Ten- 
nessee, taking  part  in  most  of  the  battles  fought  in 
that  army,  in  all  between  forty  or  fifty  hard-fought 
battles.  He  was  wounded  in  the  right  ankle,  in 
front  of  Sherman’s  army  at  Sandersville.  Ga.,  on 
November  26,  1864,  which  ended  his  career  as  a 
soldier.  He  started,  as  soon  as  able,  for  his  home 
in  Arkansas,  arriving  here  in  May,  1865,  but  in 
addition  to  finding  himself  broken  in  health,  a good 
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• deal  of  his  property  was  destroyed,  and  his  stock 
! all  gone  to  waste.  As  soon  as  he  recovered  from 
f his  wound  he  resumed  farming,  and  has  been  very 
successful,  owning  at  the  present  time  a good  farm, 

I also  a steam  cotton-gin.  His  marriage,  which  oc-  j 
I curred  on  January  1,  1854,  w;is  to  Miss  Missouri 
| J.  Stewart,  a daughter  of  Kinneth  and  Letitia  E. 
(McCokle)  Stewart,  both  of  Scotch  parentage. 
They  settled  in  South  Carolina,  from  there  moving 
to  Georgia,  where  the  father  served  as  county 
j sheriff,  and  justice  of  the  peace,  and  in  1858  they 
removed  to  Columbia  County,  Ark.,  where  Mr. 
Stewart  has  since  followed  farming.  His  wife 
died  in  3836,  she  having  borne  him  one  child  (now 
Mrs.  Zachry).  Mr.  Stewart  afterward  married 
Miss  Nancy  Cockrell,  by  whom  he  became  the 
father  of  eleven  children,  seven  now  living:  H.  C , 

Frances  (deceased),  Thomas  J.  (who  died  in  1889, 
being  county  judge  of  Columbia  County,  Ark. . at 
the  time  of  his  death),  Eliza,  (wife  of  j.  R.  Par- 
ham, of  this  county),  Richard  M.  (of  this  county), 

; Emma  (wife  of  James  Pride),  Elizabeth  (the  de-  j 
ceased  wife  of  Augustus  Perry),  William  (deceased), 
Kinneth,  George  TV.,  and  Christine  (wife  of  W.  ! 
Wingfield).  Mr.  Stewart  died  in  October,  1879.. 

- Of  the  nine  children  born  to  James  D.  Zachry  and 
i wife,  seven  are  now  living:  Ella  E.  (wife  of  W. 

J.  Fears),'  William  D..  Martha  A.  (wife  of  J.  W. 
Joiner),  Lula  E.  (wife  of  K.  S.  Couch),  Benjamin 
S. , Maggie  O.  and  James  K.  Those  deceased  are: 
(Mary  F.  and  Missouri  J.  Mrs.  Zachry  is  a member 
of  the  Missionary  Baptist  Church,  and  he  is  a mem- 
ber of  the  A.  F.  A A.  M. , Columbia  Lodge  No. 

82,  he  being  also  a member  of  the  Grange  and  the 
Agricultural  Wheel.  He  has  represented  the  first- 
named  order  in  the  Grand  Lodge  at  Little  Rock, 
was  representative  to  the  State  Grange  at  Little 
Rock,  and  represented  the  County  Wheel  at  Hot 
Springs  Mr.  Zachry  has  been  deputy  sheriff'  of 
, this  county,  and  has  also  served  as  deputy  United 
States  marshal.  Prior  to  the  war  he  was  major 
of  militia  in  Georgia,  and  was  lieutenant  in  a com- 
pany of  State  militia.  He  has  proved  a valuable 
citizen  to  the  county  since  locating  here,  and  is  , 
possessed  of  advanced  views  on  all  matters  of  pub- 
lic interest.  The  following  are  his  sisters,  who  are 
deceased:  Sarah  (wife  of  T.  M.  Aubrey,  of 

Georgia),  Mari  ah  J.  (wife  of  W.  A.  Norton,  of 
Georgia),  and  Nancy  A.  A.  (wife  of  C.  B.  Duke,  of 
Georgia). 
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Our  fathers  next,  in  architecture  skill’d, 
Cities  for  use,  and  forts  for  safety  build: 
Then  palaces  and  1‘ofty  domes  arose; 

These  for  devotion,  and  for  pleasure  those. 
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ITTLE  RIVER  COUN- 
TY, numbering  not  quite 
10,000  inhabitants,  had, 
in  1870,  a population  of 
1 .358  white  and  1 .878  col- 
ored, total,  3,230.  In  1880 
these  figures  gave  place 
to  3,064  white,  3,335  col- 


ored, total.  6,399.  The 
figures  giving  the  population  for  1S90 
are  not  yet  obtainable,  but  when  pub- 
lished, it  will  be  profitable  to  make 
comparisons. 

At  the  September  election,  in  1888, 
James  P.  Eagle,  Democratic  candidate 
for  governor,  received  744  votes  in 
Little  River  County,  and  his  oppo- 
nent, C.  M.  Norwood,  received  669 
votes.  At  the  same  time  a county 
ticket,  in  opposition  to  the  regular 
Democratic  ticket,  and  supported  by  Independent 
Democrats,  Republicans  and  Labor  Union  men, 
was  wholly  elected. 

The  vote  given  in  the  county  at  the  November 
election,  1888,  for  presidential  candidates,  was  as 
follows:  Cleveland,  605;  Harrison,  630:  Streeter, 

27;  Fisk,  1. 

Richmond,  the  county  seat,  is  situated  on  Sec- 
tion 16,  Township  13  south.  Range  30  west.  It 
has  six  stores  in  all,  several  workshops,  a hotel,  a 
saw  mill,  a Methodist,  Presbyterian  and  two  col- 
ored churches,  a school-house,  a printing  piv»  and 


weekly  newspaper  — the  Pilot — and  a population  of 
about  200.  The  town  was  founded  in  1853,  and, 
in  addition  to  the  foregoing,  it  contains  Red 
River  Lodge  No.  174,  A.  F.  & A.  VI.;  Richmond 
Chapter  No.  87,  R.  A.  M. ; Richmond  Lodge,  Iv. 
of  H. , and  a Woman's  Missionary  Society.  The 
town  was  incorporated  May  7,  1880,  but  the  cor- 
poration has  not  been  maintained.  The  first  news 
paper  in  the  county  was  the  Little  River  Herald, 
established  in  1879,  at  Rocky  Comfort,  by  Mr. 
Yateman.  who  moved  it  to  Richmond  the  next 
year.  The  paper  changed  hands  several  times, 
being  published  awhile  by  W.  F.  Joyner  and  \V. 
P.  Feazel.  under  the  name  of  the  Pilot.  The 
Little  River  News  was  established  in  1887,  and 
was  edited  by  W.  F.  Joyner  and  published  by  Ed 
G.  Shaw.  Its  publication  was  suspended  in  1889. 
The  Little  River  Weekly  Pilot,  the  only  paper  now 
published  in  the  county,  was  established  in  March. 
1890,  by  S.  S.  P.  Mills.  J.  C.  Head  is  the  editor 
and  Jack  Evans,  local  manager.  It  is  a seven  col- 
umn folio,  and  an  independent  Democratic  paper. 

Between  Richmond  and  Texarkana  there  is  a daily 
hack  and  mail  line.  The  mail  leaves  Richmond  at  S 
a.  m.  , and  arrives  at  4 p.al  The  Pevtonville.  Millwood 
& Colesboro  semi -weekly  mail  leaves  Richmond 
Tuesdays  and  Thursdays  at  7 a. 

7:30  p.  m.  . of  the  same  days. 

Rocky  Comfort  tri  weekly  mail 
place  at  6 a.  m.,  and  arrives  at  7 
Wednesday  and  Friday  of  each  week.  There 
ing  no  railroads  in  Little  River  Conntv,  the  in 


m.  , and  arrives  at 
The  Richmond  A 
leaves  1 he  former 
p.  M.,  on  Mondav, 
be- 
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,-st  point  of  shipment  for  Richmond  and  the  other 
villages  of  the  county  is  Texarkana,  except  occa- 
sionally in  the  winter  season, when  the  water  is  very 
high,  goods  are  shipped  up  Red  River  to  Cook's 
Landing,  opposite  Richmond,  and  about  live  miles 
therefrom.  Sometimes  goods  are  shipped  up  Lit- 
tle River  to  Millwood,  which  is  twelve  miles  or 
more  from  Richmond.  The  line  of  the  Fort  Smith 
<V  Texarkana  Railroad  crosses  Little  River  County 
live  miles  east  of  Richmond.  Fifteen  miles  of  it 
are  graded  within  the  county,  the  bridges  are  being 
built,  and  it  is  expected  soon  to  be  completed 
across  the  county,  thus  opening  up  communication 
by  rail 

Rocky  Comfort,  situated  twelve  miles  west  and 
four  miles  north  of  Richmond,  is  the  oldest  town 
in  the  county,  and  has  three  or  four  stores,  a post- 
oflice,  a millinery  shop,  several  good  mechanics,  a 
Methodist,  a Catholic  and  a Christian  Church,  and 
a population  of  about  175. 

Peytonville.  in  the  east  end  of  the  county,  is 
surrounded  by  a fine  farming  country,  has  a church 
free  to  all  denominations,  one  or  two  stores,  post- 
ollice,  etc. 

Lanesport  on  Red  River,  in  the  southwest,  and 
Cerro  Gordo  in  the  northwest  part  of  the  county, 
are  small  post  villages. 

From  an  early  day  up  to  the  Civil  War  a very 
good  academy  was  maintained  at  Rocky  Comfort. 
At  the  commencement  of  the  war,  when  the  school 
was  suspended,  and  for  some  time  prior  thereto, 
Prof.  Brown  and  his  sister  were  the  teachers. 
Before  the  inauguration  of  the  free-school  system, 
subscription  schools  were  taught  in  the  settled  por- 
tions of  the  county.  The  following  statistics,  per- 
taining to  the  free  schools  of  Little  River  County, 
are  taken  from  the  last  published  report  of  the 
State  superintendent  of  public  instruction,  it  be- 
ing for  the  year  ending  June  30,  1S88.  Scholastic 
population,  white — males  1,017,  females  902, 
total  1,919;  colored — males  1,046,  females  1,052. 
total  2,098.  Number  of  pupils  enrolled:  White — 
males  566,  females  518,  total  1,086;  colored — males 
605,  females  629,  total  1,234.  Number  of  districts, 
14;  number  of  teachers  employed — males  32,  fe- 
males 7,  total  39.  Average  monthly  salaries  of 
teachers:  First  grade — males  870,  females  840; 
second  grade-  males  845:  females  820;  third 

. grade — males  845,  females . 

these  figures  show  that  the  colored  scholastic 
population  of  the  county  exceeded  that  of  the 
white  by  1 79,  and  that  only  a little  over  one  half 
of  the  children  of  the  county  of  school  age  were 
taught,  or  were  in  attendance  in  the  schools. 
Every  neighborhood  has  schools  for  at  least  three 


months  in  the  year,  and  Richmond  and  Rocky 
Comfort  maintain  good  sessions  for  ten  months 
in  each  year.  The  attendance  should  be  increased, 
and  full  and  correct  reports  should  be  made.  The 
amount  of  revenue  on  hand  and  raised  in  the 
county  for  the  school  year  mentioned,  for  the  sup- 
port of  the  public  schools,  was  89,909.28,  and  the 
amount  expended,  87,605.31,  leaving  a balance  on 
hand  of  82.303.97. 

The  Methodists  were  the  pioneer  Christian 
workers  in.  this  new  country.  They  were  soon  fol- 
lowed by  the  Baptists,  and  then  came  the  Presby- 
terians and  other  sects.  The  Methodists  organ- 
ized and  erected  a church  at  Rocky  Comfort  as 
early  as  1S37  or  prior  thereto.  Camp  meetings 
were  held  at  Rocky  Comfort  and  also  near  Rich 
mond,  and  on  these  occasions  the  people  of  all 
denominations  met  together  for  worship.  Preach- 
ing was  also  held  at  the  houses  of  individuals  in 
the  several  settlements  of  the  county  before  a suffi- 
cient number  of  church  edifices  were  erected. 
During  recent  years  the  camp  meetings  have  not 
been  kept  up.  Churches  are  now  maintained  in 
every  settlement.  Those  in  the  villages  have  been 
mentioned  where  located.  Sunday-schools  are 
taught  in  nearly  all  the  churches.  The  several 
denominations  in  the  county  are  Methodist  Epis- 
copal, South,  Baptist,  Presbyterian,  Christian  or 
Disciple,  and  Roman  Catholic.  The  colored  peo- 
ple also  have  a good  number  of  churches  and  Sun- 
day-schools. and  a Christian  spirit  generally  pre- 
vails. 

The  people  may  also  be  said  to  be  very  temper- 
ate. as  no  saloons  or  whisky  shops  have  been 
licensed  in  the  county  since  1882;  a stray  bottle  or 
jug,  however,  occasionally  finds  its  way  into  the 
county,  but  in  this  way  not  so  much  damage  is 
done  as  by  open  saloons.  The  people  are  rural  in 
their  habits  and  customs,  and  are  a good  class 
among  which  to  live. 

The  permanent  settlement  of  the  county  now  em- 
braced iu  Little  River  County  began  about  the  time 
the  State  of  Arkansas  was  admitted  into  the  Union- 
in  1836.  Perhaps  a very  few  actual  settlers  preceded 
that  date.  There  were  a number  of  hunters  en- 
camping here  and  there  in  the  woods  when  the 
permanent  settlement  began.  These  hunters  made 
a living  by  hunting  and  shipping  their  peltry  on 
keel-boats  down  the  rivers  to  New  Orleans.  They 
also  shipped  bear  meat,  venison  and  other  game. 
There  were  at  this  time  a considerable  number  of 
buffaloes,  and  bears,  deer,  wolves  and  other  wild  ani 
mals  were  very  numerous.  Wild  turkeys,,  ducks 
and  other  wild  fowls  were  also  very  abundant, and  for 
many  years  the  early  settlers  supplied  their  fauii 
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lies  with  meal  from  (be  wild  animals  and  wild 
fowl.  The  buffaloes  have  all  disappeared,  and  so 
have  the  bears  except  now  and  then  a stray  one. 
Deer  and  other  wild  game  are  plentiful  yet. 

Among  the  pioneer  settlers  were  the  following: 
Benjamin  F.  Hawkins,  now  deceased,  settled  a 
plantation  on  Walnut  Prairie,  in  1830,  and  the 
following  year  returned  to  Tennessee,  and  brought 
his  wife  and  brother,  Ilenry  A.  Hawkins,  back  with 
him.  Both  of  the  latter  are  living  at  this  writing. 
Ilenry  A.  Hawkins  subsequently  settled  a planta- 
tion a few  miles  farther  down  Red  River  from  his 
brother’s  plantation.  The  Hawkinses  were  former- 
ly of  North  Carolina.  Ben  F.  Hawkins  purchased 
his  plantation  from  Dr.  Boyd,  a prior  settler.  An- 
drew Hemphill  was  a pioneer  settler  near  Richmond. 
Thomas  French,  Ben  Hartsfield,  George  Taffe, 
Mr.  Hamilton  and  Ben  Lane  were  early  settlers 
in  the  vicinity  of  Rocky  Comfort.  -Jesse  McLendon 
and  John  Owen,  who  settled  at  Oak  Shoals,  were 
among  the  first  settlers  in  the  eastern  part  of  the 
county  on  Red  River.  During  the  early  settlement, 
the  Indians  frequently  came  over  from  the  nation 
and  hunted  game  and  picked  cotton  for  the  settlers. 
They  were  peaceable  and  friendly.  In  early  times 
the  country  was  very  sickly, especially  for  the  whites; 
the  colored  people  did  not  suffer  so  much. 

At  the  approach  of  the  Civil  War  the  citizens  of 
what  is  now  Little  River  County  were  almost  or 
entirely  a unit  in  sympathy  with  the  cause  of  the 
South.  The  early  settlers  were  all  from  the  older 
Southern  States,  and  were,  by  education  and 
practice,  fully  in  love  with  Southern  institutions, 
and  consequently  they  freely  volunteered  to  en- 
large the  Confederate  armies.  During  the  war 
period  the  county  was  not  visited  by  either  of  the 
contending  armies.  The  raising  of  cotton  was 
suspended,  and  other  products  necessary  for  the 
support  of  the  people  were  raised  in  great  abund- 
ance. Even  salt  was  extensively  manufactured  at  a 
point  a few  rniKs  north  of  Rocky  Comfort,  where 
an  abundance  of  material  for  its  manufacture  exists. 
The  country  was,  however,  overrun  by  guerrilla 
bands,  who  committed  many  depredations.  Other- 
wise the  people  were  not  disturbed  until  after  the  i 
war  closed  and  the  State  militia  were  sent  iu. 
when  they  suffered  much,  as  it  is  claimed,  at  the 
hands  of  the  latter.  This  portion  of  country- was 
really  beyond  the  field  of  war  and  consequently 
did  not  suffer  like  sections  within  it. 

Little  River  County  was  organized  iu  accord- 
ance with  an  act  of  the  Legislature  approved 
March  5,  1807,  out  of  territory  takeu  from  the 
counties  of  Hempstead  and  Sevier,  and  took  its 
name  from  the  Little  River,  which  forms  most  of 


its  northern  boundary.  The  temporary  seat  of 
justice,  where  the  county  was  organized,  was  fixed 
by  the  act  at  the  house  of  William  Freeman, 
about  teu  miles  northwest  of  Richmond.  The 
Constitutional  Convention  of  1868  located  the 
permanent  seat  of  justice  al  Rocky  Comfort,  -where 
it  remained  until  1880,  when  it  was  removed  to 
Richmond  by  a vote  of  the  people  at  an  election 
held  in  August  of  that  year.  The  order  of  the 
county  court  for  the  removal  of  the  county  seat 
was  made  in  October,  18S0,  and  the  first  term  of 
the  county  court  at  Richmond  was  held  in  January, 
1881.  Soon  after  the  county  seat  was  located  at 
Rocky  Comfort  a frame  court  house,  with  office 
rooms  on  the  first  lloor  and  a court  room  on  the 
second,  was  erected  there.  The  contract  price  for 
building  it  was  about  SI  2,000,  but  by  reason  of 
selling  the  county’s  scrip  at  a great  discount,  it 
cost  the  county  nearly  double  the  contract  price. 

Upon  the  removal  of  the  seat  of  justice  from 
Rocky  Comfort,  the  court-house  at  Richmond  was 
erected  by  the  citizens  of  the  town  without  any 
expense  to  the  county.  It  was  erected  before  the 
election  for  the  removal  was  held.  It  was  a two- 
story  frame  structure  40x44  feet  in  size,  with  office 
rooms  below  and  the  court-room  above.  In  1882 
this  building  was  destroyed  by  fire,  but  nearly  all 
I or  probably  all  of  the  county  records  were  saved. 

! It  was  supposed  by  many  to  have  been  set  on  fire 
; and  burned  in  order  to  destroy  records,  and  there- 
in- shield  certain  parties  guilty  of  crime.  Since 
! the  destruction  of  the  court-house  the  county  has 
! rented  rooms  for  county  offices.  The  clerk  s of- 
fice is  rented  of  Hon.  J.  C.  Head,  and  the  courts 
! are  held  in  a vacant  store-room.  No  jail  has  ever 
| been  erected  at  Richmond,  and  there  being  no  poor 
asylum,  the  county  has  no  public  buildings.  The 
poor  are  cared  for  by  appropriations  made  from 
the  county  treasury.  The  county  owns  land  suit- 
able for  a poor  farm,  but  it  has  never  been  improved 
I for  the  purpose.  No  steps  have  been  taken  for 
j the  erection  of  a court-house,  for  the  reason  that 
it  is  doubtful  whether  Richmond  will  remain  the 
permanent  seat  of  justice. 

Owing  to  the  loss  of  the  first  county  court  record, 
it  is  impossible  to  give  particulars  of  the  first  session 
of  this  court.  It  is  evident,  however,  that  it  was 
held  in  accordance  with  the  act  creating  the  county 
at  the  house  of  William  Freeman.  The  first  term  of 
the  probate  court  was  held  at  this  house  beginning 
on  the  26th  day,  or  the  fourth  Monday  of  Novem- 
ber, 1867.  The  first  term  of  the  circuit  court  was 
held  at  Rocky  Comfort,  beginning  on  Tuesday. 
August  4,  1868.  The  term  should  have  begun  on 
Monday,  but  the  regular  judge  did  not  appear. 
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Tuesday  came  and  still  no  judge  appeared,  where- 
upon the  clerk  and  attorneys  present  organized  a 
meeting  with  B.  C.  Parker,  as  chairman,  and  pro- 
ceeded to  elect  a special  judge  as  provided  by  statute. 
For  judge  L.  J.  Joyner  received  six  votes,  A.  D. 
Hawkins,  four  and  B.  C.  Parker,  two  There  be- 
am no  election,  Messrs  Hawkins  and  Parker  with- 
drew  their  names,  and  on  motion  of  A.  T.  Stone, 
L.  J.  Joyner,  was  unanimously  elected  special 
judge  to  hold  the  term  of  court,  which  he  did. 
E.  -J.  Searle,  the  regular  judge,  and  Joseph  R. 
Pratt,  prosecuting  attorney,  both  failed  to  attend. 

The  first  important  case  tried  at  this  term  was 
the  State  of  Arkansas  vs.  Tobe  Owens,  a colored 
man,  for  the  murder  of  a colored  boy.  In  tbis 
trial  the  State  was  represented  by  J.  C.  Head,  and 
the  defendant  by  Stone  and  Taffe.  The  defendant 
was  tried  and  found  guilty  of  murder  in  the  first 
degree,  and  in  accordance  with  the  sentence  of  the 
court  he  was  hanged  until  he  was  dead,  on  Sep- 
tember 4,  following.  Two  other  legal  executions 
of  colored  meri,  one  for  the  murder  of  his  wife, 
and  the  other  for  committing  rape  on  a white 
woman,  have  since  taken  place  in  the  county.  In 
addition,  three  other  men.  two  white  and  one 
colored,  have  been  tried  for  the  offense  of  murder, 
and  atoned  for  the  same  by  services  in  the  peni- 
tentiary. 

Some  of  the  original  members  of  the  legal  bar 
of  Little  River  County  have  been  named  in  con- 
nection with  the  first  term  of  the  circuit  court. 
The  bar,  though  generally  able,  has  never  been 
largo.  At  this  writing  it  consists  of  the  following 
named  gentlemen : L.  J.  Joyner,  \Y.  F.  Joyner,  J. 
C.  Head,  \V.  S Curran.  H.  C.  Head,  J.  S.  Dollar- 
hide,  E.  AV.  Dollarhide.  A.  D.  Hawkins,  R.  E. 
Phelps  and  S.  L.  Anderson. 

The  Eighth  Judicial  District,  to  which  this 
county  belongs,  is  composed  of  the  counties  of 
Montgomery,  Polk.  Howard,  Sevier.  Little  River, 
Pike  and  Clark.  R.  D.  Hearne,  of  Arkadelphia, 
is  the  regular  judge,  and  AV.  M.  Green,  of  Dallas, 
is  prosecuting  attorney.  The  times  for  commenc- 
ing the  sessions  in  Little  River  County  are  " the 
tenth  Monday  after  the  second  Monday  in  January 
and  eleventh  Monday  after  the  second  Monday  in 
July.  ” 

Hollowing  is  a list  of  the  names  of  the  county 
and  legislative  officers  of  Little  River  County  from 
its  organization  to  the  year  181)0: 

Judges — L.  H.  Davis.  1807-68;  C.  A.  Strong. 
1808 --72;  Supervisors,  1372-74 ; M.  P.  AIcCiary, 
1874—70;  C.  A.  Straun.  1876-78;  AI.  A.  Locke, 
1878-88;  AV.  AI.  Freeman.  1883-84 ; M.  AY.  Bates, 
1831  S3;  Walter  Hopson,  1333  DO. 


Clerks — J.  A.  Slaver,  1867-68;  R.  D.  Sessions, 
1868  71 ; Daniel  Simpson.  1871— .3;  II.  H.  Aj.c 
Gowan,  1873-77;  A.  >J.  Alims,  from  March,  18m, 
vice  AIcGowan  suspended;  R.  S.  C hay  tor,  1873— 
88;  J.  S.  Walker,  Jr.,  1888-90. 

Sheriffs— AV.  AI.  Freeman.  186/— 68;  R.  Stan- 
del,  1868-72;  John  Reed,  1872  -76;  R.  S.  Simpson, 
1876-78;  J.  R.  Allen,  1878-83;  Andrew  AV.  Irvin, 

1883- 86;  S.  S.  P.  Mills,  1886-90. 

Treasurers — C.  A.  Straun,  186/— 68;  John 
Reed,  1863—72;  London  Green,  1872-/6;  \\  . Hop- 
son,  1876-78;  J.  F.  Rhodes,  1878—79;  \\  . J. 
Joyner,  1879-80;  AV.  F.  Joyner,  1880-84;  O.  R. 
High,  1884—86;  AV.  F.  Joyner-,  1886—88;  J.  I. 
James,  1888-90. 

Coroners — P.  J.  Sandefur,  1867-68:  R.  Van 
Buskirk,  1868-72;  John  Howard,  1872-74;  T.  J. 
Billingsley,  1874—76;  A\  . G.  Maudlin,  1870—78; 
J.  AI.  Dunn,  1878-80;  Jonas  Webb,  1880-84;  E. 
R.  Fryer,  1884-88;  J.  R.  AV  right,  1888-90. 

Surveyors — James  Bircle,  1867-68;  AI.  AA  . 
Miller,  1868-72;  James  Birde,  1872-76;  G.  L. 
Pollard,  1876-/9;  James  Birde,  1879—82;  S.  L. 
Anderson,  1882-90. 

Assessors — L.  Anderson,  1868-/2;  S.  S.  An- 
derson, 1872—76;  B.  Duckett,  1870— 78;  J.  1 . 
AY  right,  1.878—82;  B.  F.  Boyd,  1882— 84;  J.  C. 
A\  illiams,  1884—86;  E.  AAA  Dollarhide,  188b— S8: 
J.  H.  Johnson.  1888-90. 

State  Senators— District  Fifteen,  composed  of 
Little  River  and  Lafayette  Counties-  G.  S.  Scott, 
1868-70;  J.  Torrens,  1870-/4;  George  S.  Scott.  J. 
B.  Burton  and  AI.  E.  Hawkins,  18/4—70;  District 
Twenty-two,  composed  of  Little  River,  Sevier, 
Howard  and  Polk  Counties — M.  J.  Mulkey,  18/6- 
80;  Pole  AlePlietridge.  1880-81:  J.  II.  Williams, 

1884- 1888;  Warren  AIcElroy,  1888-90. 
Representatives — District  Fifteen,  counties  of 

Little  River  and  Lafayette — A.  AI.  AJerriek.  A. 
T.  Carroll  and  AI.  Hawkins,  1808-70;  C.  Barbour 
and  AV.  C.  Hazeldine.  1870-72;  AI.  Hawkins,  AI. 
D.  Kent  and  A.  AI.  Hankins,  18/2  /4;  George  S. 
Scott,  J.  B.  Burton  and  AI.  E.  Hawkins,  13/4; 
Little  River  County,  alone  hereafter— John  B. 
Durham,  1874-73;  G.  D.  Britt,  13/3—82;  James 
i S.  Dollarhide.  1SS2-84;  J.  T.  Henderson,  1884- 
86:  H.  C.  Head,  1886-90. 

Little  River,  in  the  southwestern  corner  of 
Arkansas,  is  bounded  north  by  Sevier  and  Howard 
1 Counties,  east  by  Hempstead,  south  by  Lafayette 
County,  Ark.,  and  Bowie  County,  Tex.,  and  west, 
by  the  Indian  Territory.  It  lies  mostly  in  the 
junction  between  Little  River  and  Red  River,  and 
its  lion iular_\  lines  are  as  follows:  Commencing  on 
the  western  boundary  of  the  State  at  the  point 
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where  Little  River  crosses  the  same;  thence  down 
Little  River,  which  separat  es  it  from  Sevier  County, 
to  the  line  between  Sections  ‘22  and  27,  in  Town- 
ship 11  south,  Range  29  west;  thence  east  on 
section  lines  to  Saline  Creek,  in  Range  28  west; 
thence  down  Saline  Creek  to  its  junction  with 
Little  River;  thence  down  the  latter  stream  to  its 
junction  with  Red  River;  thence  up  Red  River, 
which  forms  the  southern  boundary  and  separates  it 
from  Lafayette  and  Bowie  Counties,  to  the  south- 
east comer  of  the  Indian  Territory;  thence  north  on 
the  line  between  Arkansas  and  the  Indian  Territory 
! to  the  place  of  beginning. 

The  rivers  form  about  four-fifths  of  the  length 
of  the  boundary  line  of  the  county.  Little  River 
lies  in  the  same  latitude  of  Nevada  and  Hempstead 
Counties,  hence  its  climate  is  the  same.  The  line 
dividing  the  ninety-fourth  and  ninety-tifth  degrees 
of  west  longitude  passes  through  the  eastern  por- 
tion of  the  county.  The  area  of  the  county  is 
! about  600  square  miles,  of  which  it  is  estimated 
only  about  ten  per  cent  is  under  cultivation. 

Following  is  the  description  of  the  county  and 
its  resources  as  given  in  18S9,  by  Hon.  W.  F. 
Joyner,  an  old  citizen,  in  the  Little  River  News, 
of  which  he  was  then  editor. 

The  county  is  generally  level,  with  a good 
many  creeks  and  branches  making  into  the  rivers. 
The  western  part  of  the  county  is  inclined  to  be 
hilly.  It  is  probable  that  the  county  was  once  a 
bed  of  an  inland  sea  that  received  the  water’s  al- 
luvions of  Red  River,  and  that  some  great  convul- 
sion of  nature  broke  up  the  foundation  of  the  great 
deep,  and  gave  dry  land  for  the  use  of  man. 
This  county  has  always  been  regarded  as  one  of 
the  best  landed  counties  in  the  State.  Its  rich  al- 
luvial lands  at  an  early  day  attracted  many  planters 
of  superior  intelligence  and  great  wealth  to  settle 
in  the  county,  and  at  the.  close  of  the  war.  about 
350  white  volunteers  and  300  colored  voters  resided 
in  the  county.  A gradual  increase  of  population 
has  now  raised  the  white  voting  population  to 
about  880,  and  the  colored  to  920.  The  bottom 
lands  in  the  county  are  very  extensive,  and  consist 
of  red  stiff  cane  land,  black  loam  and  black  waxy 
land.  The  red  lands,  regarded  as  the  best,  with 
good  cultivation  will  produce  from  one  and  a half 
to  two  bales  of  cotton,  or  seventy  two  bushels  of 
corn  per  acre,  or  two  crops  of  the  finest  mil- 
let each  year.  The  black  lands  are  but  little 
less  productive  than  the  red.  and  the  waxy  black 
lands  are  first  class  wheat  lands,  and  produce  el- 
egant crops  of  all  small  grain  and  grasses.  There 
is  a belt  of  black  land  at  and  around  Rocky  Com- 
fort, covered  with  rich  bottom  growth  of  timber, 


that  can  not  be  equaled  by  any  other  upland  in  the 
State  for  productiveness.  The  dark  sandy  lands 
about  Richmond  and  Peytonville  are  the  best  pine 
lands  we  have  ever  seen.  They  generally  lie  well, 
and  with  careful  cultivation  will  hardly  wear  out 
at  all;  many  fields  that  have  been  in  continuous 
corn  and  cotton  for  forty  and  fifty  years  still 
produce  good  crops.  The  same  may  be  said  of 
our  bottom  and  black  lime  lands. 

“Apples,  peaches,  pears,  plums  and  other 
fruits  do-  well,  and  many  small  orchards  of  late 
years  are  being  planted  out,  and  with  a little  pro- 
tection from  the  extreme  cold  weather,  will  live  and 
produce  abundantly.  Irish  and  sweet  potatoes, 
cabbage,  collards,  peas,  beans,  beets  and  other 
vegetables  usually  cultivated  in  gardens  produce 
abundant  crops. 

“The  health  of  the  county  has  greatly  im- 
proved since  its  early  settlement,  and  on  our  up- 
lands is  equally  as  good  as  the  health  of  other 
southern  and  western  counties  of  the  Stale.  At  hat 
sickness  there  is  is  generally  of  a mild  type  and 
easily  controlled.  Our  resident  white  population 
are  intelligent,  sober,  peaceful  and  industrious: 
our  colored  population  are  generally  peaceable 
and  industrious,  and  are  always  respectful  to  the 
whites,  and  a great  many  of  them  are  prosperous 
and  independent,  and  for  many  years  the  best  of 
feelings  have  existed  between  the  two  races.” 

Little  River  is  one  of  the  best  and  probably 
the  best  timbered  county  in  the  State.  Originally  it 
was  nearly  all  covered  with  a dense  forest  of  heavy 
timber,  there  being  but  little  open  prairie,  and 
where  the  lands  have  not  been  cleared  for  agri- 
cultural purposes,  the  timber  stands  almost  en- 
tirely in  its  native  state,  not  having  been  culled  to 
any  extent.  In  many  places  the  uplands  and  me- 
dium uplands  are  covered  with  a heavy  growth  of 
the  best  of  pine  timber,  interspersed  with  several 
varieties  of  oak,  some  being  large  and  valua- 
ble for  lumber.  Other  portions  of  the  uplands 
are  mostly  covered  with  oak  alone.  Along  the 
streams  and  on  the  bottom  lands  are  black  walnut, 
cottonwood,  sycamore,  ash,  hackberrv,  lynn.  black 
oak,  pin  oak.  overcup  oak,  sweet  gum,  elm  and 
other  varieties.  Hickory  and  pecan  are  found  on 
the  second  bottoms.  The  timber  for  lumber  is 
very  abundant,  and  as  yet  it  is  an  undeveloped  re- 
source. There  are  a few  small  saw  mills,  about 
ten  in  the  county,  which  cut  lumber  for  home  use 
oulv.  None  of  them  ship  lumber.  Lumber  com- 
panies have  purchased  large  tracts  of  well  timbered 
land,  preparatory  to  cutting  and  shipping  lumber 
as  soon  as  railroad  facilities  are  afforded. 

Thousands  of  acres  of  land  in  every  part  of  the 
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county,  ready  to  product*  bounteous  crops  for  the 
.support  of  man  and  beast,  lie  waiting  for  the  hon- 
est. industrious  immigrant  to  secure  it.  Lands  can 
lie  bought  cheap  from  those  who  have  a surplus, 
and  the  State  and  the  United  States  both  own 
numerous  tracts  in  the,  county,  and  offer  to  give 
tlu'in  to  fixe  actual  settler.  Let  the  immigrant  in 
search  of  a home  stop  and  examine.  Lands  are 
yet  plentiful  for  5,000  additional  families  in  the 
county,  and  industrious  economy  never  fails  of  a 
liberal  reward,  by  a generous,  productive  soil.  A 
hearty  welcome  is  extended  by  the  citizens,  to  hon- 
est and  industrious  men  and  their  families. 

The  lands  being  exceedingly  rich,  the  agri- 
cultural resources  of  the  county  axe  unsurpassed. 
In  proportion  to  the  amount  of  land  under  cultiva- 
tion, very  large  crops  of  cotton  are  annually  raised. 
A sufficient  amount  of  corn,  other  grains  and  vege- 
tables  are  raised  fox'  home  consumption,  but  cotton 
is  the  only  product,  raised  for  shipment.  A sur- 
plus of  all  kinds  of  products  can  be  profitably 
raised,  as  soon  as  tlxe  county  is  provided  with  rail- 
road shipping  facilities.  No  county  is  better 
adapted  for  the  raising  of  live  stock,  the  climate 
being  so  mild,  and  water  and  food  being  so  easily 
obt  ained.  The  public  records  show  a rapid  increase 
of  the  number  of  animals  assessed  for  taxation 
during  the  last  few  years.  This  indicates  that  the 
farmers  are  beginning  to  pay  more  and  more  at- 
tention to  the  raising  of  live  stock,  which  certainly 
most  be  a profitable  business.  The  taxable  wealt  h 
of  Little  River  County,  as  shown  by  the  records 
for  1889,  was  as  follows:  Real  estate.  §055,042; 
personal  property,  §301,195;  total.  §1,010,837.  As 
property  is  generally  assessed  for  taxation  at  about 
one- third  of  its  true  valixe.  it  is  safe  to  say  that 
the  actual  value  of  the  property  in  the  county  is 
not  less  than  §3,000,000. 


Samuel  L.  Anderson.  Little  River  County,  Ark. 
A representative  citizen  of  Little  River  County, 
and  a man  recognized  and  respected  as  such 
wherever  known,  is  Mr.  Anderson.  He  is  the  third 
of  eleven  children  born  to  William  B.  Auderson 
ami  wife,  tier  Rosetta  Benthal.  natives  of  Tenues- 
see  and  Mississippi,  respectively,  and  his  birth 
occurred  in  Fayette  County.  Tex.,  January  20, 
IMJ.  whither  his  parents  had  moved  in  1839,  soon 
after  their  marriage,  which  was  consummated  in 
Mississippi.  The  father  was  a farmer  by  occupa- 
tion, and  soon  after  his  arrival  in  Texas  he  was 
granted  a headright  claim  under  the  laws  of  the 
Republic,  and  being  among  the.  early  pioneers  of 
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| this  State,  he  acquired  a tine  lot  of  land.  He  was 
| a very  prominent  man  in  his  community,  and  acted 
in  several  official  capacities,  serving  as  justice  of 
the  peace  of  his  county  for  a number  of  years. 
Although  never  in  any  of  tlxe  wars  of  that  Repub- 
lic, he  -was  frequently  called  upon  by  the  commu- 
nity in  which  lxe  lived,  with  others,  to  protect 
themselves  against  the  Indians,  who  were  qixite 
numerous  and  hostile  at  that  time.  He  was  boi'n 
in  1812,  and  his  wife  in  1818,  and  both  are  now 
living  at  their  home  in  Texas.  ' Of  the  eleven  chil- 
dren born  to  their  marriage,  till  grew  to  maturity, 
their  names  being  Julius  C.  (died  in  1802,  leaving 
a widow  and  one  child,  William),  Susanna  B.  (now 
the  wife  of  Robert  L.  McCauley),  Samuel  L. , Lit- 
tleton B.,  James  C.,  William  E.,  Mary  E.  (widow 
; of  Miles  Rhoads),  Virginia  E.  (wife  of  Joseph 
j Dunsmore),  Cl.  W.  find  John  B.  (twins)  and  Robert 
| L.  Samuel  L.  received  such  au  education  as  the 
! common  schools  of  Fayette  County,  Tex.,  afforded. 

! In  1861  he  left  school  and  joined  the  Texas 
Rangers  (afterward  known  as  the  Eighth  Texas 
Cavalry),  being  a member  of  Company  F.  under 
! Col.  Terry,  who  was  killed  at  Green  River,  Ivy., 
and  John  A.  Wlxorton  was  then  elected  colonel;  he 
afterward  became  major-general.  He  was  assigned 
to  the  east  side  of  the  Mississippi  River  for  twelve 
months,  being  attached  to  the  command  of  Albert 
S.  Johnson,  and  took  part  in  the  battle  of  Shiloh. 
In  July,  1862,  oxi  account  of  sickness,  he  returned 
to  his  home  in  the  West,  where  he  remained  but  a 
short,  time,  and  then  joined  a command  raised  by 
| Jack  Baylor  to  scoxxt  on  the  western  frontier  and 
! Arizona,  but  was  sent  to  the  Indian  country,  and 
in  1863,  before  his  twenty  first  birthday,  he  was 
elected  to  the  office  of  lieutenant  of  Company  F of 
i Col.  Peter  Hardeman' s regiment.  During  this 
j service  his  company  became  almost  extinct,  and  the 
I captain  having  left,  the  remaining  portion  of  the 
| company  was  assigned  to  the  artillery  service,  and 
\ young  Anderson  was  assigned  to  duty  as  acting 
assistant  adjutant-general  on  the  staff  of  acting 
I Brig-Gen.  J.  M.  Bankhead,  but  was  soon  after 
| released  and  assigned  as  ordnance  officer  for  the 
brigade.  He  served  in  that  capacity  until  the  etui 
of  1863,  when  Bankhead  was  relieved  by  Brig.  - 
Gen.  R.  M.  Gauo,  of  Kentucky,  and  then  he  acted 
as  aid-de-camp  on  his  staff  while  he  was  the  com 
mander  of  the  brigade.  Gen.  Gano  was  wounded 
I at  Prairie  xle  Ann,  and  the  brigade  was  then  under 
the  command  of  Charles  De  Morse,  young  Ander- 
son still  acting  in  the  same  capacity.  After  the 
battle  at  Poison  Spring,  near  Camden.  Ark.,  in 
which  he  participated,  he  returned  to  the  Indian 
country.  During  the  summer  of  1S64  he  was 
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released  from  duty  and  ordered  to  report  to  Gen. 
S.  B.  Maxey  at  Doaksville,  Choctaw  Nation,  and 
was  assigned  to  his  staff  and  appointed  drill-mas- 
ter of  Gen.  Gatio's  brigade,  which  went  into  winter 
quarters  in  the  winter  of  1SG4-05  on  the  Red 
River,  and  the  place  is  known  to-day  as  the  Gano 
Camp  Farm.  In  the  early  part  of  1865  he  was 
ordered  to  report  to  Col.  Hardeman  for  assignment 
for  duty  in  his  regiment,  and  was  appointed  by 
him  to  take  command  of  Company  E,  which  had 
been  abandoned  by  its  officers,  and  lie  served  in 
that  capacity  until  the  close  of  the  war.  His  com- 
mand disbanded  near  Houston,  Tex.  Prior  to  this, 
in  the  fall  of  18G-I,  Mr.  Anderson  had  joined  his 
fortunes  with  those  of  Mrs.  Margaret  E.  Ward,  nee 
Lane.  She  was  the  daughter  of  B.  H.  and  Mar- 
garet (Moren)  Lane,  early  pioneers  of  this  county, 
and  natives  of  Virginia,  and  previous  to  her  mar- 
riage with  Mr.  Anderson  had  been  twice  widowed. 
She  had  one  child  by  her  first  marriage,  Villulia 
E.  Brooks,  who  married  J.  C.  Anderson,  a brother 
of  our  subject,  and  she  also  had  one  child,  a son 
— John  C.  Ward— by  her  second  marriage.  For 
some  time  after  the  close  of  the  war  Mr.  Anderson 
was  occupied  in  teaching  school,  but  in  the  fall  of 
1800  he,  together  with  his  wife,  made  a visit  to  his 
parents  in  Western  Texas.  In  1807  he  was  en- 
gaged as  a clerk  in  a mercantile  house  at  Rocky 
Comfort,  and  was  thus  occupied  until  the  spring  of 
1809.  when  he  entered  upon  the  duties  of  assessor, 
to  which  office  he  had  been  appointed  in  1868,  and 
during  the  spring  and  summer  of  that  year  he 
visited  every  man’s  house  in  the  county.  After 
finishing  his  term  as  assessor,  he  turned  his  atten- 
tion to  farming,  and  was  thus  occupied  when  he 
received  his  second  appointment  as  assessor.  He 
served  in  this  capacity  in  1870  and  1871,  and  then 
he  opened  his  real-estate  business  at  Rocky  Com- 
fort, this  county.  He  also  served  as  deputy  clerk 
and  postmaster  for  several  years.  In  1873  he 
moved  to  the  country  on  his  farm,  and  there  tilled 
the  soil  until  187-1,  when  he  was  again  elected 
assessor  of  the  county  and  served  for  two  years. 
During  the  latter  part  of  1876-77  he  was  occupied 
in  teaching  the  public  school,  but  in  1878  again 
returned  to  his  farm  and  remained  there,  exten- 
sively engaged  in  farming  until  1882,  when  he  was 
elected  county  surveyor,  and  he  has  succeeded 
himself  at  every  election  since  then.  He  is  still  en- 
gaged in  agricultural  pursuits,  having  a farm  of 
250  acres,  with  thirty-live  or  forty  acres  under  a 
tine  state  of  cultivation,  and  ever  since  1871  he 
has  been  carrying  on  a real  estate  business.  He 
is  conceded  to  be  one  of  the  best-posted  men  in 
the  southwestern  part  of  the  State  in  regard  to  the 


lands  and  land  laws  of  the  State  and  Government. 
He  also  holds  license  to  practice  law  in  the  State 
and  Federal  courts,  having  been  admitted  to  the 
practice  of  law  in  the  State  courts  in  1873,  and  in 
the  Federal  court  in  1878.  In  politics  he  affiliates 
with  the  Democratic  party,  and  both  he  and  wife 
are  much  esteemed  members  of  the  Missionary 
Baptist  Church. 

Cyrus  Bailey.  This  substantial  and  much- 
esteemed  agriculturist  of  Franklin  Township  owes 
his  nativity  to  Hempstead  County,  where  he  was 
born  in  1832.  His  father,  Robert  M.  Bailey,  a na- 
tive of  Kentucky,  was  a son  of  William  Bailey,  a 
Penusvlvanian  by  birth,  who  served  in  the  Revolu- 
tionary War.  The  latter  moved  from  Pennsylva- 
nia to  Kentucky,  where  his  son,  Robert,  was  born, 
later  to  Missouri,  and  then,  in  1818,  to  Hempstead 
County.  Ark.,  where  he  passed  the  balance  of  his 
life.  Robert  Bailey  was  reared  to  maturity  in 
Hempstead  County,  and  here  he  spent  his  entire 
life,  dying  in  this  county  in  1875.  He  had  been 
married  four  times.  His  first  wife  was  Miss  Mary 
Pugh,  of  Hempstead  County,  who  died  after  bear- 
ing one  child  (now  Mrs.  Sarah  C.  Johnson).  He 
took  Miss  Mary  Burton  for  his  second  wife,  and  by 
her  became  the  father  of  three  children — our  sub- 
ject being  the  only  survivor  of  this  family.  Mrs. 
Eliza  Kay,  a widow,  became  his  third  wife,  and 
departed  this  life  in  Hempstead  County.  His 
fourth  wife,  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Marker,  bore  him  one 
child,  a son — Robert,  now  a merchant  of  Saratoga, 
Ark.,  and  is  still  living.  Cyrus  Bailey  grew  to  ma- 
turity in  Hempstead  County,  and  received  such  an 
education  as  the  common  schools  of  that  time 
afforded.  In  1860  Miss  Mary  A.  Peyton,  born  in 
Tennessee  in  1832,  and  a daughter  of  "V\  illiam 
Peyton  (deceased  in  Missouri),  became  bis  wife, 
and  of  the  six  children  born  to  their  marriage  only 
two  are  now  living:  MaryE.  (wife  of  JohnS.  Ren- 
froe),  and  Milly  E.  (wife  of  J.  M.  Matthews').  In 
1866  he  came  to  Little  River  County,  where  he  has 
ever  since  resided,  and  here  he  owns  a tine  farm, 
located  about  sixteen  miles  east  of  Richmond,  and 
about  twelve  miles  west  of  the  Iron  Mountain 
Railroad,  comprising  240  acres  of  valuable  land. 
120  acres  of  which  is  under  cultivation.  The  tim- 
ber on  his  land  is  mostly  pine,  and  is  very  valuable, 
lu  August,  1861.  Mr.  Bailey  enlisted  as  a private 
in  Company  D,  Monroe’s  regiment  of  Mounted 
Infantry,  Gen.  Cobble’s  brigade,  in  which  he 
served  until  the  surrender,  and  during  this  time 
participated  in  the  battles  of  Prairie  de  Ann,  Jen- 
kins' Ferry,  Bayou  Meto  and  Fayetteville,'  at  d w as 
at  the  surrender  of  Fort  Pillow.  At  the  close  of 
the  war  ho  returned  home,  and  shortly  after  moved 
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In  his  present  place  of  residence.  He  belongs  to 
(lie  Alliance,  and  in  politics  is  a decided  Democrat. 
He  cast  his  first  vote  for  Buchanan.  He  is  actively 
interested  in  promoting  the  public  welfare,  and  has 
(ho  confidence  and  esteem  of  all  who  know  him. 
He  and  w ife  are  members  of  the  Methodist  Episco- 
pal Church,  South. 

Jesse  G.  Billingsley  is  one  of  the  substantial, 
well-to-do  agriculturists  of  Canev  Township,  Little 
River  County,  and  as  such,  a brief  outline  of  his 
life  will  not  be  out  of  place  in  this  volume,  and 
will  he  read  with  interest.  He  was  ushered  into 
the  world  in  Tennessee,  in  183-t,  being  a son  of 
John  C.  and  Catherine  (Brooks)  Billingsley,  who 
were  born,  reared  and  married  in  Tennessee.  The 
paternal  grandfather,  Thomas  Billingsley,  was  a 
native  of  Ireland.  The  mother  died  in  Illinois  in 
1840,  and  in  1840  the  father  immigrated  to  this 
county,  where  he  was  one  of  the  early  settlers,  and 
here  he  made  his  home.  He  received  bis  final  sum- 
mons in  this  county  in  1873.  Of  the  live  children 
— four  sons  and  one  daughter  born  to  their  mar 
riage,  only  three  - two  sons  and  one  daughter  — are 
now  living.  Jesse  G.  Billingsley  came  to  this 
county  with  his  father  in  his  tenth  year,  and  here 
he  attained  his  growth,  and  obtained  his  education 
in  the  common  schools.  He  selected  Miss  Julian 
Alford  as  his  life  companion,  and  they  were  united 
in  matrimonial  bonds  in  1860.  She  passed  from 
life  in  1882,  leaving  the  following  children:  John 
A.,  James  (deceased),  Robert  E.  (deceased).  Edgar, 
Oscar,  Virginia  L.  (wife  of  George  Brazzil),  Lulu 
(wife  of  James  Brazzil)  and  Jessie  (at  home).  In 
1883  Mr.  Billingsley  took  Miss  Eliza  Kington,  ana 
tive  of  Columbia  County.  Ark.,  as  his  second  wife, 
and  the  fruits  of  their  union  have  been  two  children : 
Charles  C.  and  Grover.  He  owns  a valuable 
farm  of  400  acres,  seventy  acres  of  which  are  under 
cultivation,  lying  about  twenty- five  miles  northwest 
of  Richmond.  At  the  outbreak  of  the  late  war  lie 
enlisted  in  Company  D.  Monroe’s  regiment,  and 
served  until  its  close,  and  during  this  time  took 
part  in  the  battles  of  Jenkins'  Ferry,  Prairie  Spring 
and  Mark’s  Mills,  and  was  with  Gen.  Pi  ice  on  his 
famous  raid  through  Missouri.  After  the  surren- 
der he  returned  to  this  county,  and  resumed  his 
farming  operations,  which  he  has  conducted  with 
marked  success  ever  since.  He  joined  the  Masonic 
Order  in  1S<0,  and  now  affiliates  with  Oak  Grove 
Lodge  No.  391.  He  is  a member  of  the  Mission 
ary  Baptist.  Church,  as  was  his  first  wife,  and  in 
politics  is  a stanch  Democrat,  having  cast  his  first 
presidential  vote  for  Buchanan.  He  takes  an  active 
interest  in  the  welfare  of  the  community,  and  aids 
so  far  as  he  is  aide  all  laudable  public  enterprises. 


A.  M.  Bishop,  farmer  and  merchant,  of 
Bishop,  Ark.,  was  born  in  Alabama  in  1827.  His 
parents  were  Elija  and  Arianna  (Rose)  Bisliop. 
For  many  years  the  father  tilled  the  soil  in  Ala- 
bama, being  a farmer  by  occupation,  but  in  1850 
ho  moved  to  Mississippi  and  passed  from  life  in 
that  State  in  1852.  The  mother  received  her  final 
summons  in  Frankfort,  Ala.,  in  1850.  Of  the  nine 
children  born  to  their  marriage,  only  three  survive: 
Burgh  (a  resident  of  Scott  County,  Ark. ),  A.  M. . 
and  Ann  (now  the  wife  of  J.  B.  Boring,  of  Missis- 
sippi). Our  subject  obtained  Lis  education  in 
Lawrence  County,  Ala.,  and  at  the  age  of  twenty- 
seven,  in  1856,  he  came  to  this  State,  locating  in 
what  was  then  Sevier  County,  but  now  Little 
River,  and  entering  the  place  where  he  now  lives, 
consisting  of  160  acres  of  unimproved  land,  which 
he  has  since  converted  into  a fine  farm,  with  about 
seventy  acres  under  cultivation.  His  marriage 
occurred  in  1847,  Miss  Mary  A.  Parker,  of  Law- 
rence County,  Ala.,  being  the  interested  party, 
and  they  are  the  parents  of  two  children,  Edwin 
C.  (wife  of  F.  P.  Freeman,  of  this  county), 
and  Ann  E.  (who  was  the  wife  of  Joseph  Henry, 
but  is  now  deceased).  In  1862  Mr.  Bishop  joined 
Company  A,  Nineteenth  Regiment  of  Infantry, 
Col.  Dawson  commander,  and  served  on  the  west 
side  of  the  Mississippi  River,  participating  in  the 
battles  of  Pleasant  Hill,  La.,  and  Jenkins’  Ferry, 
besides  a number  of  skirmishes.  He  surrendered 
at  Marshall.  Tex.,  and  immediately  afterward  came 
home  and  engaged  in  farming  and  saw-milling. 
At  present  he  is  farming  and  conducting  a mer- 
chandise business  at  Bisliop,  and  is  also  the  effi- 
cient postmaster  of  this  ph.ee,  being  appointed  to 
the  office  in  1SSS.  He  handles  about  100  bales 
of  cotton  yearly,  and  does  an  annual  business  of 
some  $5,000.  Politically,  Mr.  Bishop  is  a strong 
Democrat,  and  socially  is  a member  of  Richmond 
Lodge  No.  174,  A.  F.  & A.  M. , and  both  he  and 
wife  are  honored  members  of  the  Methodist  Episco- 
pal Church,  South.  He  takes  a deep  interest  in 
schools,  churches,  etc.,  and  is  a progressive  man 
and  a good  citizen. 

Dr.  J.  T.  Butler,  the  present  efficient  post 
master  of  Richmond,  was  born  in  Overton  County, 
Tenn  .in  1841,  but  educated  in  Cassville,  Barry 
County,  Mo. , whither  his  parents  had  moved  while 
he  was  quite  small.  He  was  a son  of  James  M. 
and  Elizabeth  (French  ) Butler,  both  of  whom  were 
natives  of  Tennessee.  The  father  was  a black- 
smith and  bell -maker  by  occupation,  and  worked 
at  his  trade  in  Tennessee  for  a number  of  years, 
but.  he  subsequently  moved  to  Cassville,  Mo.,  and 
there  died  in  1854.  After  his  death  the  widow 
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married  Q.  B.  Odell,  with  whom  she  came  to  Ar- 
kansas-, and  took  up  a residence  in  Carroll  County, 
Ark.,  and  here  lie  passed  from  life  in  1803.  She 
afterward  became  the  wife  of  Aaron  Fitzgerald, 
with  whom  she  passed  her  life,  dying  in  this  State 
in  1884.  Of  the  four  children  born  to  her  first 
marriage,  but  two  survive:  J.  T.  (our  subject,  and 
brunette,  wife  of  D.  A.  Cobb,  of  this  county).  J. 
T.  Butler  first  came  to  Arkansas  in  1849.  being 
brought  here  by  his  parents,  who  only  remained 
one  year,  and  then  moved  to  Gassville.  In  1856 
he  accompanied  his  mother  and  step-father  to  this 
State,  and  made  his  home  with  them  in  Carroll 
County,  until  the  commencement  of  the  war  in 
1861.  On  June  13,  of  that  year  he  joined  the 
State  Service,  in  which  he  remained  for  three 
months,  and  during  this  time  was  engaged  in  the 
battle  of  Wilson’s  Creek.  At  this  place  he  was 
taken  sick,  and  for  six  months  was  unlit  for  mili- 
tary duty.  Meantime  his  family  had  removed  to 
Scott  County,  this  State,  and  when  able  to  again 
bear  arms,  he  joined  Capt.  Acuff’s  company  of 
cavalry,  which  was  a part  of  Maj.  Gibson's  bat- 
talion, but  was  afterward  dismounted  and  com- 
manded by  Col.  A.  T.  Hawthorne,  and  served  until 
the  close  of  the  war.  During  this  time  he  was  at 
the  battles  of  Cane  Hill.  Helena,  and  Jenkins’ 
Ferry,  on  April  30,  1864.  At  this  latter  battle  he 
lost  his  left  arm,  and  being  unlit  for  field  duty  was 
placed  on  the  retired  list,  and  afterward  served  as 
drill  master.  He  enlisted  as  private,  but  was 
afterward  elected  lieutenant,  and  at  the  time  of 
his  last  engagement  had  command  of  his  com- 
pany. On  May  20,  18*14.  he  came,  to  this  place 
and  took  up  his  residence,  studying  medicine 
under  Dr.  F.  M.  Mottn.  In  the  fall  of  1865  he 
moved  to  Bowie  County,  Tex.,  but  practiced  his 
profession  there  for  only  one  year,  and  then  re- 
turned to  this  county,  and  hero  he  studied  and 
practiced  medicine  with  the  intention  of  entering 
a medical  college,  until  1870.  It  was  at  this  time 
ho  met  with  an  accident  which  completely  upset- 
all  his  calculations.  his  injuries  being  of  such  a 
nature  as  to  disqualify  him  for  his  chosen  profes- 
sion. Disheartened,  he  engaged  as  a clerk  in  the 
large  house  of  Mims  & McCrary,  and  was  thus 
occupied  for  three  years,  and  for  two  years  acted 
as  manager  of  their  large  farm  on  Red  River. 
From  that  time  until  1889,  he  has  been  engaged 
in  the  steam-mill  business,  in  connection  with 
farming,  but  at  the  above-mentioned  date  he  was 
appointed  postmaster  of  Richmond,  and  has  over 
since  been  discharging  the  duties  of  that  office. 
During  his  residence  here  he  has  been  justice  of  the 
peace,  deputy  clerk,  and  has  tilled  various  other 


positions  of  trust.  In  1872  he  moved  to  the  farm 
j on  which  he  now  resides,  close  to  the  village,  con- 
sisting of  ninety  five  acres,  with  thirty-five  acres 
finely  improved;  he  also  owns  100  acres  in  Red 
I River  Valley,  and  on  the  hills  he  owns  110  acres. 

with  forty  acres  improved.  He  has  been  damaged 
j considerably  by  fire  at  different  times,  at  one  time 
j losing  two  mills  and  cotton-gins,  and  again  having 
| his  residence  on  which  there  was  no  insurance, 

J totally  destroyed;  but  notwithstanding  these  losses 
lie  has  been  very  successful,  having  accumulated  all 
his  property  since  the  war.  His  marriage  to 
Miss  Maggie  A.  Head  (daughter  of  James  A.  Head, 
mention  of  whom  is  made  elsewhere)  was  consum- 
mated on  May  19,  1866,  and  their  marriage  re 
suited  in  the  birth  of  one  child  (deceased).  The 
: Doctor  is  an  elder  in  the  Old  School  Presbyterian 
j Church,  of  which  both  he  and  wife  are  worthy 
members.  He  belongs  to  the  A.  F.  A A.  M. . and 
j in  politics  is  a very  prominent  Democrat. 

R.  S.  Chaytor,  a prominent  resident  and  ex- 
j county  and  circuit  clerk  of  Little  River  County, 

! was  born  in  St.  Louis  in  1855.  His  father,  Joseph 
; Chaytor,  left  his  native  State  (Maryland)  in  early 
i manhood  and  went  to  St.  Louis,  where  Lie  met, 

' and  afterward  married  Miss  Theresa  Snodgrass,  a 

I . . ^ ’ 

native  of  that  city,  and  the  subject  of  this  sketch  is 
j one  of  two  surviving  members  of  their  family  of 
| four  children,  all  boys.  His  brother  D.  O.  (men- 
i t-ion  of  whom  is  made  elsewhere  in  this  volume), 

| resides  at  Fulton.  The  maternal  grandfather, 

| Jacob  Snodgrass,  was  one  of  the  earliest  settlers  of 
| St.  Louis,  and  was  prominently  identified  with  the 
j early  history  of  that  city.  Among  the  possessions 
! of  the  Snodgrass  family  in  St.  Louis  is  a lot  iu 
the  city  cemetery,  in  which  all  their  family,  and 
that  of  the  Ch  ay  tors  have  been  buried  for  two 
generations,  and  it  is  there  that  both  Joseph  Chay- 
tor and  wife  are  at  rest.  The  latter  passed  from 
life  in  1872,  and  her  death  was  followed  two  years 
later  by  that  of  her  husband,  who  received  his  final 
summons  while  on  a visit  to  St.  Louis.  Joseph 
; Chaytor  enlisted  in  the  Confederate  cause  during 
1 the  late  war.  serving  under  Gen.  Price.  He  was  a 
member  of  Gen.  Marmaduke's  staff,  with  the  rank 
! of  captain.  At  the  close  of  the  war  he  moved  to 
; Texas,  and  in  1867  came  to  this  county,  where  he 
was  occupied  in  farming  until  his  death.  R.  S. 

I Chaytor  was  educated  in  the  Webster  School  in  St. 
i Louis,  until  his  eleventh  year,  when  his  father 
came  South,  and  his  education  was  completed  at 
i Ladonia,  Fannin  County,  Tex.  At  the  early  age 
! of  sixteen  he  engaged  as  a clerk  in  the  dry  goods 
j store  of  J.  M.  Perry,  of  this  place,  in  whose  em- 
i ploy'he  remained  for  two  years.  Next  he  served 
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ivs  deputy  clerk  of  this  county  for  one  year,  and 
yoar  also  as  deputy  sheriff.  In  1875  he  en 
paired  in  the  mercantile  business  for  himself, 
which  he  was  conducting  very  successfully  until  in 
March,  1878,  his  establishment  was  visited  by  tire 
ami  entirely  destroyed.  The  same  year  he  was 
elected  to  the  office  of  county  and  circuit  clerk  of 
this  county,  and  he  discharged  the  duties  of  this 
office  veiy  ably-  until  1888.  For  the  last  seven 
years  he  has  been  general  manager  of  "William 
Snodgrass’  general  store  at  this  place.  In  1877 
his  marriage  to  Miss  M.  F.  Hawkins,  daughter  of 
L.  l\  and  Mary  J.  Hawkins,  was  celebrated,  and 
slm  died  in  1 879  after  a brief  wedded  life,  leaving 
a little  daughter,  Emma.  In  1880  Mr.  Chaytor 
was  again  united  in  marriage,  this  time  to  Miss  M. 
I\  Sanderfur,  daughter  of  P.  J.  and  Mary  Sande- 
fur.  early  pioneers  of  this  county.  Her  father  was 
born  in  Alabama  in  1829,  and  came  to  this  State 
with  his  parents  when  he  was  eight  years  of  age, 
and  here  he  has  resided  ever  since.  The  first  wife 
was  a devout  member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  South,  but  the  present  Mrs.  Chaytor  be- 
lieves in  the  doctrines  of  the  Old  School  Presby- 
terian Church.  In  secret  societies  Mr.  Chaytor 
affiliates  with  Red  River  Lodge  No.  174,  A.  F. 
A:  A.  M.,  and  Richmond  Lodge  No.  8420.  Iv.  of  H. 

Louis  Walker  Dollarhide.  a substantial  farmer, 
of  Jackson  Township,  is  a native  born  resident  of 
Little  River  County,  his  birth  having  occurred  on 
January  19.  1851.  His  father.  James  I.  Dollar- 
hide, was  born  in  Kentucky,  in  1815,  and  was  a 
son  of  James  D.  and  Barbara  (Samples)  Dollar- 
hide, natives  of  North  Carolina  and  Kentucky, 
respectively,  the  former  of  Irish,  and  the  latter  of 
Scotch  extraction.  "When  he  was  three  y-ears  of 
age  his  mother  died,  passing  away  in  Louisiana, 
and  when  he  was  eight  years  old,  he  accompanied 
lii.s  father  to  Arkansas  (then  a Territory-),  and 
located  in  what  is  now  Bowie  County-,  Tex.,  but 
was  th  en  considered  a part  of  Arkansas,  and  here, 
while  moving  to  Pecan  Point,  on  Red  River,  the 
father  passed  from  life,  on  January  8,  1823,  leav- 
ing three  children,  of  whom  he  was  the  youngest. 
His  educational  advantages  were  extremely  limited, 
his  education  having  been  acquired  by  hard  study 
since  reaching  mature  years.  He  came  to  this 
State  on  January  19.  1824,  and  his  recollections 
of  the  country:  as  it  then  was  will  prove  interest- 
ing. At  that  early  date  there  were  no  mills,  the 
milling  being  done  by  soaking  the  corn  and  pound- 
ing in  a trough  with  a pestle.  Hominy  was  made 
from  corn  by  the  use  of  lye,  and  was  amoim  the 
favorite  dishes  of  the  early  settler.  The  first  mill 
was  built  in  1829,  about  twenty  miles  from  where 


the  Judge  resided,  and  was  owned  by  a man  by 
the  name  of  Asa  Hartfields.  Previous  to  this  the 
nearest,  mill  was  in  Hempstead  County-,  at  a distance 
of  forty  miles,  and  was  owned  by  a man  bv  the 
name  of  Johnson.  Its  capacity  was  fifty  bushels 
of  corn  per  day.  and  Judge  Dollarhide  made  many 
a trip  to  this  mill.  He  would  place  his  grist  on  a 
horse,  and  do  the  forty  miles,  taking  four  or  five 
days  to  make  the  trip.  When  the  Sevier  County- 
mill  was  erected,  people  thought  it  very  convenient. 
The  first  highway  in  the  county  was  cut  by  the 
governor  through  this  county  to  Fort  Towson,  iu 
1832,  previous  to  this  there  were  some  trails  made 
wide  enough,  for  wagons  to  pass  from  one  neighbor- 
hood to  another,  by  the  settlers  of  what  now  com- 
prises the  western  portion  of  Sevier  County;  the 
county  of  Little  River  being  made  since  the  war. 
this  sketch  embraces  that  portion  of  Sevier  County 
from  which  Little  River  was  made.  Up  to  1824 
the  inhabitants  of  this  county  were:  Andrew 

Dollarhide  (the  uncle  of  our  subject).  George  Hol- 
brooks (who  settled  on  Roland  Fork,  previous  to 
the  settlement  of  Mr.  Dollarhide),  John  and  Jacob 
Hudgins  (who  also  settled  on  Roland  Fork),  Samuel 
Bunham  (an  uncle  of  our  subject),  Shearard  Brad- 
shaw, William  and  Roger  McCowen,  Mrs.  Nancv 
Thomas.  Morris  Bulong,  and  William  Story  (the 
famous  bear  huuter  of  this  part  of  the  State,  who 
bears  the  reputation  of  being  the  greatest  bear 
hunter  in  Arkansas.  He  was  the  David  Crockett 
of  Arkansas,  and  lived  directly  east  of  Mr.  Dollar 
hide’s  residence).  At  that  time  Indians  were  very 
numerous,  and  frequent  bands  of  Cados,  Osages. 
and  several  other  tribes  passed  through  the  counts-, 
but  very  little  depredation  was  done  by  them. 
There  was  then  a small  Chanu  village  on  the  Hemp- 
hill place.  Previous  to  1864  Air.  Dollarhide  lived  on 
Roland  Fork,  Sevier  County,  and  while  a resident  of 
that  place  served  as  lieutenant  of  Company  G. 
First  Arkansas  Regiment  of  Volunteer  Infantry, 
for  six  months,  in  the  war  with  Mexico,  but  his 
health  failed  him,  and  he  was  obliged  to  resign  his 
commission  and  return  home.  In  1850  he  was 
elected  sheriff  of  Sevier  County-,  and  the  next  term 
succeeded  himself,  making  four  years’  service  as 
sheriff.  He  was  appointed  county  and  probate  judge 
in  1.855  to  fill  the  unexpired  term  of  Judge  David 
Foran,  and  at  the  next  general  election  was  chosen 
to  fill  that  office:  he  discharged  the  duties  of  that 
office  very  ably,  and  after  two  years  was  again 
elected  to  till  that  position.  Although  opposed  to 
secession  himself,  he  voted  for  secession  at  the  con- 
vention held  in  Little  Rock,  in  1861,  to  which  lie 
was  a delegate.  The  last  public  office  held  by  him 
was  in  1883,  when  he  was  a member  of  the  State 
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Legislature  from  tins  county.  Since  (lien  he  has 
retired  from  active  public  life,  and  very  comforta- 
bly resides  at  his  home  in  Rocky  Comfort.  In 
1883  he  also  gave  up  his  law  practice,  in  which  he 
had  been  engaged  since  18150,  at  which  time  he 
was  admitted  to  the  bar.  He  is  a large  land 
owner, possessing  a farm  on  Red  River  of  some  2,000 
acres  of  land,  about  180  acres  of  which  is  under 
cultivation.  Ho  has  been  twice  married.  His  first 
I wife,  to  whom  ho  was  married  in  1839.  was  for- 
merly Miss  Mary  King,  daughter  of  John  King,  of 
Sevier  County,  who  came  to  this  State  in  1807. 
locating  near  Little  Rock,  where  he  was  married, 
and  soon  after  this  event  took  place,  moved  to 
Washington  County.  Their  union  was  blessed  by 
i the  birth  of  nine  children,  live  of  whom  are  now 
living:  Elizabeth  (now  Mrs.  William  Reeves,  of 

Fisher  County,  Tex.),  Augeline  (wife  of  Freedom 
Pierce,  of  this  county),  Martha  J.  (wife  of  J.  S. 
Johnson,  of  Hempstead  County),  William  K.  (a, 
resident  of  Loekesburg,  Ark.),  and  Louis  W. 
Mrs.  Dollarhide  died  in  1852,  and  the  following 
year  he  wedded  Martha  A.  King,  a half  sister  of 
his  first  wife,  and  by  her  became  the  father  of 
thirteen  children,  of  whom  the  following  survive: 
Laura  J.  (wife  of  L.  B.  Hawley,  of  Arkansas  City), 

] DanieiS.  (of  Rocky  Comfort), E.  W..  R.  L. .and  J. 
C.  (of  Loekesburg).  Hattie  (now  Mrs.  Clark),  Vir- 
ginia and  Thomas  J.  The  Judge  affiliates  with 
Rocky  Comfort  Lodge  A.  F.  & A.  M.  Mrs. 

, Dollarhide  is  a member  of  the  Methodist  Epis- 
copal Church,  South.  Louis  YV.  Dollarhide.  the 
immediate  subject  of  this  sketch,  grew  to  maturity, 
and  was  educated  in  the  common  schools  of  this 
county.  He  commenced  life  on  his  own  responsi- 
bility as  a clerk  in  a general  store  at  Hood’s  Land- 
ing, on  Little  River,  for  Col.  John  S.  Walker,  in 
whose  employ  he  remained  for  three  years,  when 
he  came  to  this  place,  and  for  the  following  twelve 
months  acted  as  deputy  county  clerk  under  Hugh 
M.  McGowan.  He  next,  in  1873.  opened  a general 
store  at  Rocky  Comfort,  and  soon  established  a 
large  and  pacing  business,  which  he  conducted  un- 
til 1882.  when  he  sold  his  stock  of  goods,  and 
turned  his  attention  to  agricultural  pursuits  on 
Red  River,  where  he  now  resides.  He  owns  240 
acres  of  good  land,  about  (50  of  which  are  under 
cultivation,  and  on  which  lie  raises  from  three-quar- 
ters to  one  bale  of  cotton,  and  40  bushels  of  corn  per 
acre.  His  farm  is  very  admirably  situated  about 
ton  miles  south  of  Rocky  Comfort,  and  about  fifteen 
miles  southwest  of  Richmond.  November  27.  1877. 
witnessed  his  marriage  with  Miss  Fannie  Paulina 
Williams,  a native  of  Newberry.  S.  C. , born  about 
1858,  she  being  a daughter  of  James  Harrison 


Williams,  a resident  ot  tnis  county,  and  the  fruits 
of  their  union  were  four  children,  lmt.  two  of  whom 
are  now  living:  Florence  S.  and  Louis  E.  Mr. 

Dollarhide  is  a Master  Mason,  having  joined  the 
Rocky  Comfort  Lodge  in  1874,  aud  has  served  as 
secretary  of  his  lodge  for  a number  of  years.  He 
has  served  in  a number  of  local  offices  of  trust, 
among  them  being  that  of  notary  public,  which  lie 
held  from  1881.  to  1885,  and  justice  of  ihe  peace, 
in  which  capacity  he  acted  for  two  years.  He 
and  wife  are  both  worthy  members  of  the  Meth- 
odist Episcbpal  Church,  South,  and  are  greatly 
esteemed  by  all  who  know  them.  He  is  a very 
public-spirited  man,  and  takes  a deep  interest  in 
all  that  pertains  to  the  welfare  of  the  community, 
W.  S.  C.  Gardner,  one  of  the  well-to-do  farmers 
of  Red  River  Township,  was  born  in  North  Car- 
olina, in  1827,  being  the  youngest  of  five  children 
born  to  Edwin  and  Priscilla  A.  B.  (Cobb)  Gardner, 
both  of  whom  were  natives  of  North  Carolina.  The 
mother  passed  from  life  in  May,  1828,  and  two 
years  after  her  death  the  father  moved  to  Greene 
County,  Ala.,  and  after  farming  there  for  three 
years  moved  to  Wefcumpka,  Ala.,  and  engaged  'in 
carpentering  until  1845,  when  he  engaged  in  the 
cooperage  business,  which  he  conducted  quite  suc- 
cessfully at  that  place  until  1848.  He  then  moved 
to  Shreveport,  La.,  and  resumed  his  former  occu- 
pation (cooperage),  which  he  was  conducting  very 
successfully,  when  death  removed  him,  in  1804,  in 
his  sixty-seventh  year.  He  was  married  three 
times.  After  the  death  of  his  first  wife,  he  mar- 
ried Miss  Matilda  Dardon,  a native  of  North  Car- 
olina, who  died  in  1830,  leaving  three  children: 
Priscilla  S.  (deceased,  was  the  wife  of  Joseph 
N.  Gardner).  Caroline  E.  (deceased,  wa's  the  wife 
of  Thomas  Stephens,  and  passed  from  life  in 
Louisiana),  and  Sarah  A.  (died  at  the  age  of  thirteen 
years).  After  his  second  wife's  death  he  wedded 
Miss  Clarinda  Edmonds,  of  North  Carolina,  by 
whom  he  became  the  father  of  six  children:  Ma- 
tilda (deceased),  Josephine  (wife  of  John  J.  Gil  - 
lam,  of  Shreveport,  La.),  Narcissus  (wife  of  J.  L. 
Hargrove,  of  Shreveport),  Martha  (wife  of  II.  S. 
Elliott.,  also  of  Shreveport),  Emma  (deceased),  and 
B.  H.  (who  also  resides  at  Shreveport).  Mrs. 
Gardner  died  in  1858.  His  first  marriage  resulted 
in  the  birth  of  live  children,  of  whom  the  subject 
of  this  sketch  is  the  only  one  now  living:  Thomas 
N..  Mary  A.  U.  and  Elizabeth  ail  died  of  a fever 
within  three  weeks  of  each  other  in  1833,  and 
John  II.  died  in  1835.  W.  S.  C.  Gardner  ob- 
tained his  education  at  the  New  Georgia  Academy, 
Wetumpka,  and  at  the  age  of  twenty-one  com- 
menced life  for  himself  by  farming  on  some  jane! 
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which  he  owned  in  Louisiana.  In  1853  he  moved 
to  Rod  River,  Bossier  Parish,  La.,  and  engaged  as 
an  overseer  until  the  war.  In  March,  1862,  he 
joined  the  Cado  Guards  of  Shreveport,  La.,  and 
served  on  the  east  side  of  the  river,  participating 
in  the  battles  of  first  battle  of  Corinth,  Richmond 
and  Perryville,  Ky.  With  Daniel  Adams’  brigade, 
commanded  by  Gen.  Bragg,  he  was  next  engaged 
at  Murfreesboro  and  then  Missionary  Ridge.  At 
Mill  Creek  Gap,  close  to  Dalton,  Ga. , lie  was 
wounded,  his  right  leg  being  broken  just  below  the 
kneo,  and  this  ended  his  duties  as  a soldier.  He 
was  in  the  hospital  at  the  time  of  the  surrender. 
He  returned  to  Louisiana  in  1865,  and  on  the  last 
day  of  August,  that  same  year,  was  united  in 
matrimony  to  Miss  Thetis  F.  Willard,  daughter  of 
Dustin  B.  and  Nancy  R.  (Curry)  Willard,  natives 
of  Vermont  and  Mississippi,  respectively,  and 
their  union  has  been  blessed  in  the  birth  of  two 
children,  one  of  whom  died  young.  Their  one, 
surviving  child,  William  W.,  is  now  attending 
school.  In  1807  he  moved  to  Red  River  County, 
La.,  and  farmed  for  different  parties  until  1874.  at 
which  time  he  came  to  Arkansas  and  took  up  his 
residence  in  this  township.  Immediately  upon  his 
arrival  he  purchased  '225  acres  of  land  only  thirty 
acres  of  which  were  improved,  and  he  now  has  125 
acres  under  a high  state  of  cultivation,  with  good 
improvements.  On  this  he  raises  annually  sixty 
bales  of  cotton,  arid  1,000  bushels  of  corn,  and  is 
numbered  among  the  prosperous  agriculturists  of 
this  county.  Both  he  and  wife  belong  to  the  Mis- 
sionary Baptist  Church.  Mr.  Gardner  is  a mem- 
ber of  Richmond  Lodge  No.  192,  A.  F.  & A. 
M.,  and  in  his  political  views  is  Democratically  in- 
clined. 

N.  A.  George.  Among  the  well-known  and 
highly  esteemed  citizens  of  Rocky  Comfort,  Mr. 
George  stands  pre-eminent.  He  owes  his  nativity 
to  Columbus,  Ga. , being  born  there  on  June  8. 
1S52.  His  father,  William  J.  George,  a physician 
by  avocation,  was  born  in  Georgia,  and  continued 
to  make  that  State  his  home  until  1859,  when  he 
moved  to  Texas,  and  is  now  a resident  of  Denison, 
that  State.  He  is  a son  of  Jesse  George,  also  a 
native  of  Georgia,  of  Scotch-Irish  and  English  ex 
traction.  William  J.  George  was  united  in  mar- 
riage to  Miss  Nancy  S.  Gerard,  who  was  born  in 
Georgia,  of  French  parentage,  and  the  subject  of 
this  sketch  is  the  youngest  of  their  six  children. 
He  accompanied  his  parents  to  Texas  at  the  age  of 
seven  years,  and  there  attained  his  growth  and  ob- 
tained his  education,  subsequently  entering  a 
clothing  house  in  Jefferson  Tex.,  as  a salesman, 
and  was  thus  occupied  until  1S73.  He  took  up 
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I his  residence  in  this  county  in  1876.  He  imme- 
diately opened  a mercantile  business  at  Rocky 
i Comfort,  which  he  successfully  conducted  until 
; 1884,  but  since  that  time  he  has  been  occupied  in 
the  real-estate  business.  September  30,  1875.  wit- 
| nessed  his  marriage  in  this  county  to  Miss  Virginia 
; C.  Reid,  who  was  born  in  this  county,  being  a 
j daughter  of  Franklin  L.  Reid  and  wife.  Her 
parents  were  born  in  Virginia  and  Ireland,  respeet- 
| ively,  but  their  marriage  was  consummated  in  this 
j county,  whither  he  had  come  from  Louisiana  at  an 
| early  day.  -Mr.  George  and  wife  are  the  parents 
of  two  children:  Jesse  L.  and  Clara.  The  wife  is 
| a devout  member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
1 Church,  South.  Mr.  George  holds  membership 
; in  Rocky  Comfort  Lodge  A.  F.  & A.  M. , since 
j 1889.  He  is  a very  public  spirited  man,  taking 
j an  active  interest  in  all  measures  pertaining  to 
I the  welfare  of  the  community  with  which  he  has 
i identified  himself,  and  ;s  classed  among  its  sub- 
| stantial  and  well-to-do  citizens. 

James  H.  Gray,  well  known  throughout  the 
j county  as  a practicing  physician  and  surgeon  of 
! Rocky  Comfort,  was  ushered  into  this  world  in  j 
j Limestone  County,  Ala.,  on  February  3,  1834. 

His  father,  Daniel  M.  Gray,  was  born  in  Tennessee, 

I and  there  spent  his  early  life;  subsequently  he 
S moved  to  Alabama,  where  he  married  Miss  Isabelle 
! Monroe,  a native  of  Scotland,  who  died  in  Alabama 
I when  our  subject,  the  eldest  of  their  three  children. 

J was  but  live  years  of  age.  When  he  was  six  years 
1 of  age  his  father  moved  to  Mississippi,  and  there 
i made  his  home  until  1857,  when  he  went  to  Mis- 
j souri  and  engaged  in  farming,  until  1866,  when  he 
I went  to  Texas,  and  there  he  received  his  final  sum- 
I mons  in  1867.  After  the  death  of  his  wife  he 
; married  again  and  became  the  father  of  ten  chil- 
dren— four  boys  and  six  gills — all  of  whom  are  now 
living,  except  one  boy  and  two  girls.  James  H. 
Gray  passed  his  life  from  the  age  of  six  years  to 
his  twenty-fourth  year  in  Mississippi,  and  obtained 
! such  an  education  as  the  common  schools  of  that 
| State  afforded.  In  1858  he  moved  to  Louisiana 
and  settled  on  a farm  in  that  State,  remaiuing  there 
; until  1867,  with  the  exception  of  the  four  years 
i spent  in  the  Southern  army,  when  he  came  to  this 
j place.  He  always  had  a predilection  for  the  study 
| of  medicine,  and  in  1868  he  entered  the  office  of 
Dr.  Alexander,  and  after  remaining  under  his 
i tutelage  for  some  time,  he  entered  the  University  of 
Louisville,  Ky. ; after  taking  one  course  of  lectures 
| at  that  place,  he  returned  to  Rocky  Comfort  and 
began  the  practice  of  his  profession,  at  the  same 
| time  studying  with  Dr.  Alexander  for  several  vein's, 

| and  here  he  has  lived  a life  of  usefulness  for  twenty 
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two  years,,  and  built  up  an  extended  and  lucrative 
practice.  About  live  years  ol'  this  time  be  carried 
on  merchandising  in  connection  with  his  profes- 
sion. February  27,  1877,  witnessed  his  marriage, 
to  Miss  Martha  S.  Hopson,  a native  of  this  county, 
and  four  children  have  been  given  to  them.  Those 
living  are  Walter  E.,  Vestina  W.,  and  Lucetta  W. 
Dr.  Gray  has  served  in  all  the  important  offices  in 
the  K.  of  H. , of  which  he  is  an  honored  member, 
and  is  also  a Master  Mason,  having  been  a member 
of  that  order  for  nineteen  years.  He  affiliates  with 
Rocky  Comfort  Lodge  No.  408,  A.  F.  A A.  M., 
and  the  Medical  Board  of  this  county  numbers  him 
among  its  most  prominent  members.  He  is  enter- 
prising and  public-spirited,  and  contributes  liber- 
ally to  all  worthy  public  enterprises.  Both  he  and 
wife  are  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  South. 

Paul  Hamilton.  He  whose  name  heads  this 
sketch  is  one  of  Little  River  County’s  enterprising 
and  substantial  agriculturists,  thoroughlv  alive  to 
all  current  topics,  and  public  spirited  and  pro- 
gressive in  all  matters  tending  to  benefit  the  com- 
munity. He  was  born  in  Charleston,  S.  C.,  in 
1830,  his  parents  being  Edward  W.  and  Elizabeth 
I.  (Lynah)  Hamilton,  reference  to  whom  is  made 
in  the  sketch  of  Dr.  E.  L.  Hamilton,  which  is 
also  given  in  this  volume.  The  father  was  a 
physician,  and  practiced  his  profession  in  connec- 
tion with  farming  all  his  life.  He  was  born  in 
South  Carolina,  in  1804,  and  died  in  Ouachita 
County,  Ark.,  in  1851,  whither  he  had  moved  in 
1849.  The  paternal  grandfather,  Paul  Hamilton, 
was  born  in  South  Carolina,  of  which  State  he 
afterward  became  governor,  and  he  also  served  as 
Secretary  of  the  Navy,  under  Madison’s  adminis- 
tration. He  fought  in  the  Revolutionary  War. 
The  subject  of  this  sketch  is  the  eldest  of  five  chil- 
dren, and  grew  to  manhood,  and  obtained  his  edu- 
cation in  the  common  schools  of  Alabama  and 
Arkansas.  His  marriage  occurred  in  Ouachita 
County,  Ark.,  in  1851,  Aliss  Mary  Ann  Hildreth,  a 
native  of  Marengo  County,  Ala.,  being  the  con- 
tracting party,  and  the  fruits  of  this  union  have 
been  three  children:  Mary  A.,  Elizabeth  (now  the 
wife  of  Augustus  B.  Phillips'),  and  Sarah.  Mr. 
H amiiton  first  came  to  this  locality  in  18 1 5,  and  he 
now  owns  1,500  acres  of  line  land,  300  acres  of 
which  are  under  cultivation,  located  about  sixteen 
miles  east  of  Richmond.  He  is  a member  of  the 
Masonic  fraternitv,  and  both  lie  and  wife  belong  to 
the  Presbyterian  Church.  He  has  ever  taken  an 
active  part  iu  politics  and  public  affairs,  and  has 
done  much  to  build  up  every  enterprise  for  the 
common  good. 
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Dr.  Edward  L.  Hamilton,  practicing  physician, 
Richmond,  Ark.,  was  born  in  Dallas  County,  Ala., 

, on  May  13,  1830,  and  was  the  third  child  born  to 
the  marriage  of  Edward  W.  and  Elizabeth  I. 
(Lynah)  Hamilton,  natives  of  South  Carolina.  'They 
came  to  Alabama  iu  1830,  and  here  the  father, 
who  was  a physician,  and  surgeon,  a graduate  of 
the  Medical  University  of  Pennsylvania,  having 
graduated  at  the  age  of  twenty  one  years,  entered 
actively  upon  the  practice  of  his  profession,  at  that 
place  until  1849.  He  moved  near  Camden,  Oua 
chita  County,  Ark. , on  that  date,  and  resumed  his 
| practice  there  until  1855.  He  and  wife  were  the 
j parents  of  five  children,  four  of  whom  are  still  liv- 
ing: Paul  (who  resides  in  Little  River  County), 
Elizabeth  Rose  (wife  of  Maj.  R.  B.  Smith,  who 
was  the  first  male  child  born  at  Camden,  Ark.), 
j Edward  L. , Archibald,  and  Mary  (wife  of  George 
: A.  Proctor,  of  Austin,  Tex.).  The  parents  were 
both  church  members,  but  belonged  to  different 
i denominations,  he  believing  in  the  doctrines  of  the 
Episcopal,  and  she  in  those  of  the  Catholic,  Church. 
He  was  a member  of  the  Masonic  fraternity.  The 
mother  passed  from  life  in  1882.  The  paternal 
' grandfather  of  our  subject,  Paul  Hamilton;  was 
; descended  from  a line  of  Paul  Hamiltons,  his  great- 
i grandfather,  grandfather,  and  an  uncle  having 
borne  that  name.  He  was  born  at  Wiltown,  St. 
Paul’s  Parish,  S.  C. , on  October  16,  1 762,  of  Scotch- 
I English  parentage.  His  educational  advantages 
were  limited,  but  were  the  best  that  his  State  af- 
' forded  in  that  primitive  day.  When  he  was  six 
1 teen  years  of  age  he  shouldered  his  musket  and 
joined  the  "Wiltown  Hunters,  the  first  military  com- 
pany raised  in  his  neighborhood,  and . during  his 
service  with  this  company  took  part  in  several  en- 
gagements and  was  frequently  commended  by  his 
commander  for  his  bravery.  He  served  as  a volun- 
• teer  under  Baron  De  Kalb,  and  was  at  the  battle  of 
Camden  where  Gates  was  repulsed  by  Lord  Corn- 
wallis. Upon  the  reorganization  of  the  army,  he 
returned  to  his  own  State  and  served  in  the  cam- 
paigns of  1781  and  1782  with  distinction,  most  of 
the  time  with  Gen.  Marion,  on  whose  staff  he  served 
for  several  months.  He  participated  in  the  crown- 
ing victory  at  Eutaw  Springs  in  September,  1781, 
and  at  the  close  of  the  war  laid  aside  the  garb  of 
the  soldier  and  assumed  that  of  the  private  citizen. 
His  public  career  began  in  1785,  being  then  ap- 
pointed general  tax  collector  for  Saint  Paul’s  Parish 
in  which  capacity  he  served  for  two  terms.  In 
1787  he  served  in  the  convention  that  adopted  the 
Federal  Constitution,  and  in  1790  in  the  convention 
that  framed  the  constitution  of  his  own  State.  Subse- 
quently he  moved  from  St.  Paul’s  Parish  to  St.  Bar- 
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tiioiouiew’s  Parish,  from  which  ho  was  almost  unani- 
mously elected  to  the  Senate  in  1794,  and  re-elected 
in  1798.  His  next  public  position  was  that  of 
comptroller  of  the  treasury,  to  which  office  he  was 
twice  re  elected  without  opposition.  On  December 
10,  1804,  he  was  elected  governor  of  his  State,  and 
discharged  his  duties  with  grea.t  credit  to  himself 
and  benefit  to  his  people.  He  was  called  to  the 
United  States  cabinet  by  .Tames  Madison,  in  1809, 
and  made  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  which  office  ho 
filled  until  December  12,  1812,  when  he  retired 
from  public  life,  and  on  June  30,  1810.  he  passed 
from  life  on  his  plantation  in  South  Carolina,  while 
still  comparatively  young.  One  of  his  sons,  Archi- 
bald, first  lieutenant  in  the  navy,  was  killed  on 
board  the  “President”  in  an  engagement  between 
that  vessel  and  the  British  fleet,  off  the  shores  of 
Long  Island,  on  January  15,  1815,  after  the  treaty 
of  peace  had  been  signed  by  the  commissioners  of 
the  respective  countries.  It  is  a singular  coinci- 
dence that  three  of  his  grandsons,  Capt.  Paul  Hamil- 
ton, Paul  Hamilton  Seabrook.  and  Paul  Hamilton 
Waring,  all  bearing  bis  name,  should  have  fallen 
in  the  late  Civil  War.  On  the  Southern  side  were 
soldiers  from  South  Carolina.  The  maternal 
grandfather,  Dr.  Edward  Lynah.  was  born  on  the 
ocean  prior  to  the  'Revolutionary  War,  while  within 
one-half  day’s  sail  of  Charleston,  S.  C.  His  father, 
Dr.  James  Lynah,  was  an  Irish  patriot,  and  was 
banished  from  that  country  to  America,  and  par- 
ticipated in  the  Revolutionary  War.  serving  in  the 
surgical  department,  and  was  at  the  siege  of  Savan- 
nah, Ga.  - The  immediate  subject  of  this  sketch 
received  his  literary  education  in  Camden,  this 
State.  He  always  had  a predilection  for  medicine, 
and  at  the  age  of  twenty  years  he  entered  the 
University  of  Louisiana  and  was  graduated  from 
that  institution  in  1S58.  The  same  year  he  re- 
turned to  Arkansas,  a full- hedged  physician,  and 
entered  upon  the  practice  of  medicine  at  this  place, 
where  he  lias  ever  since  continued,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  four  years  during  the  late  war.  when  he 
served  as  surgeon  in  Gen.  Churchill’s  division  of 
the  Trans- Mississippi  Department.  While  acting 
as  such  he  was  captured  at  Arkansas  Post  and 
taken  to  Memphis  and  there  retained  one  month, 
when  he  was  paroled  and  returned  to  his  regiment. 
He  surrendered  at  Shreveport.  La.,  and  immediately 
after  returned  to  his  home  and  resumed  the  prac- 
tice of  his  profession.  He  found  himself  in  a 
deplorable  condition  at  the  close  of  the  war,  his 
negroes  all  gone,  and  ho  a financial  wreck.  All 
that  was  left  of  his  possessions  was  his  residence 
in  this  village.  The  principal  crop  raised  on  this 
land  is  cotton,  and  corn,  and  of  the  former  com- 


modity about  three-fourths  of  a bale  is  raised  to 
the  acre,  and  about  forty  bushels  of.  corn.  Ho  has 
been  twice  married,  the  first  time  on  January  10, 
1801,  to  Miss  Nannie  J. , daughter  of  Bolon  C.  and 
Mary  (Williams)  Phillips,  of  this  county7,  who  died 
on  January  8,  1809,  after  bearing  two  children — 
Linah  and  Nannie  (deceased).  On  November  17, 
1870,  Dr.  Hamilton  married  Miss  Dollie  H.  Was- 
din,  daughter  of  David  and  Dollie  (Sherrard)  Was- 
din,  natives  of  North  Carolina,  who  came  to  this 
State  in  1850.  She  is  a member  of  the  Old  School 
Presbyterian  Church,  wh’le  her  husband  belongs  to 
the  Episcopal  Church.  The  Doctor  is  a Knight  Tem- 
plar, and  belongs  to  the  Cour  de  Leon  Command- 
ery,  A.  F.  & A.  M. , of  Texarkana,  Ark. 

W.  D.  C.  Hankins,  another  prominent  tiller  of 
the  soil  in  Little  River  County,  Ark.,  is  a native  of 
Tennessee.  His  father,  Harrison  Hankins,  was 
also  born  in  that  State,  and  early  in  life  took  up 
the  study7  of  medicine,  and  was  graduated  under 
Prof.  Dudley,  at  the  Medical  College  of  Lexington. 
Ky. , after  which  he  entered  upon  the  active  prac- 
j tice  of  his  profession  in  his  native  State.  In  1 843 
j lie  came  to  Drew  County,  and  there,  practiced  very 
successfully  for  a number  of  years,  but  in  1858 
chose  a location  in  Sevier  County,  to  which  he 
moved  the  same  year,  and  there  made  his  home 
until  his  death,  in  1866.  He  practiced  medicine 
for  forty  years,  and  during  this  time  accumu- 
lated considerable  property.  He  was  married 
three  times.  His  first  wife  was  a Miss  Simp- 
son, and  she  bore  him  three  children,  one  of  whom, 
John  S.,  who  died  some  years  ago,  was  at  one  time 
sheriff  of  Sevier  County;  the  other  two  went  to 
! California,  and  there  died.  Pie  was  next  married 
| to  Rebecca  Burford,  and  by  her  became  the  father 
j of  six  children,  only7  three  of  whom  are  living: 
W.  D.  C.  (born  in  1838),  Laura  (wife  of  J.  W. 
Hamoa,  of  Sevier  County),  and  Leona  (wife  of 
I David  M.  Reding,  resides  in  the  Choctow  Nation). 
Mrs.  Hankins  died  in  1850.  and  in  1855  Mr.  Han- 
kins wedded  Miss  Harriet  S.  Kelsey,  the  fruits  of 
this  latter  union  being  one  child,  a daughter,  now 
Mrs.  Mary  L.  Hutchison,  of  Howard  County,  with 
whom  Mrs.  Hankins  makes  her  home.  « W.  D.  C. 
Hankins  was  educated  at  Monticello  College.  Mon 
ticello,  Ark.,  and  commenced  life  on  his  own  re- 
sponsibility at  the  age  of  twenty-one  years.  On 
July  2.  1861,  ho  joined  Capt.  John  C.  McCain's 
company,  Dockery's  regiment,  and  while  wilh  this 
| company  was  in  the  battle  of  Oak  Hills.  He  was 
j then  taken,  sick  and  returned  to  his  home,  but  on 
| his  recovery  he  rejoined  Capt.  McCain’s  company, 
which  was  attached  to  Dawson’s  regiment,  and 
took  part  in  the  battle  of  Elk  Horn.  He  was  then 
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transferred  to  the  Indian  Department,  commanded 
by  Col.  Pike,  and  attached  to  the  quartermaster’s 
department,  but  was  in  no  further  engagements. 
He  surrendered  at  Fort  Ouachita.  Chickasaw  Na- 
tion, after  which  he  came  home  and  followed  agri- 
cultural pursuits  on  his  father’s  land  in  Sevier 
County.  He  farmed  hero  for  one  year,  from  June, 
1865  to  I860,  and  on  January  1,  1867.  he  entered 
a dry  goods  store  as  clerk,  and  continued  as  such 
until  the  latter  part  of  1868.  In  the  spring  of 
1869  lie  was  admitted  to  the  bar,  and  immediately 
after  entered  upon  the  practice  of  law.  which  con- 
tinued to  occupy  his  attention  until  1880.  Since 
that  time  he  has  devoted  himself  to  the  cultivation 
of  bis  farm,  comprising  300  acres  of  finely  im- 
proved land.  He  owns  about  800  acres  all  told. 
In  1865  he  was  elected  clerk  of  this  county,  but 
the  party  in  power  refused  to  commission  him,  so 
he  never  served.  His  marriage  occurred  in  No- 
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> vein  her.  1877,  to  Miss  Emma  Hawkins,  daughter 

of  B.  S.  and  Alary  J.  Hawkins,  of  Rocky  Comfort, 
being  the  contracting  party,  and  their  married  life 
lias  been  blessed  in  the  birth  of  four  children: 
Fannie,  Henry,  Benjamin  and  Lina.  Airs.  Hankins 
is  an  earnest  member  of  the  Episcopal  Church.  In 
politics  Air.  Hankins  is  a very  decided  Democrat. 

John  Harrison  has  been  identified  with  the 
agricultural  interests  of  Little  River  County,  since 
i 1865,  and  during  this  time  he  has  proved  himself 
to  be  a very  desirable  citizen.  Like  so  many  of 
the  prominent  residents  of  this  county,  he  owes 
his  nativity  to  Alabama,  where  his  birth  occurred 
in  1826.  His  father,  Aliddleton  Harrison,  a 
farmer  by  occupation,  was  born  in  Tennessee,  but 
! in  early  life  emigrated  from  his  native  State  to 
Alabama,  and  from  there  to  Alississippi,  and  he 
was  residing  in  this  latter  State  at  the  time  death 
removed  him.  in  1885.  By  his  marriage  to  Aliss 
Nancy  Alsup,  a native  of  Tennessee  also,  be  be- 
came the  father  of  eight  children,  but  three  of 
whom  are  now  living.  The  subject  of  this  sketch 
is  the  third  in  order  of  birth  of  this  family,  and 
was  reared  and  educated  in  his  native  State. 
Being  brought  up  to  farm  duties,  it  was  but 
natural,  perhaps,  that  in  selecting  a calling  in 
life,  he  should  choose  that  of  farming,  and  his 
choice  has  since  proved  very  fortunate.  He  was 
married  in  Alississippi  in  1846  to  Alias  Rebecca 
Adeline  Hartsell,  a native  of  North  Carolina,  who 
died  in  fins  country  in  1879,  after  bearing  six 
children,  three  of  whom  only  survive:  Elizabeth 
Ann  (wife  of  Robert  Allis),  Daniel  J.  and  Artelia 
M.  In  1865  Air.  Harrison  moved  from  his  native 
State,  and  selected  a location  in  this  county,  and 
here  he  has  ever  since  made  his  home.  He  owns 


i 240  acres  of  line  land,  about  230  of  which  is  under 
cultivation,  lying  about  one  mile  west  of  Rocky 
! Comfort.  During  the  late  war  he  served  twelve 
| months  in  the  Confederate  cause,  as  a member  of 
| Company  C,  Twenty-eighth  Alississippi  Regiment. 

| He  takes  a great  interest  in  all  public  imprcve- 
I ments,  which  he  aids  with  his  hearty  support,  and 
| is  considered  among  the  leading  citizens  of  the 
county. 

J.  C.  Head,  a prominent  attorney  and  farmer  of 
Richmond,  was  born  in  Hall  County.  Ga. , on 
October'  28.  1S2S.  His  educational  advantages 
were  limited,  his  schooling  being  confined  to 
thirteen  months  in  country  schools  in  his  native 
State.  He  commenced  the  study  of  law  early  in 
: life,  and  at  the  age  of  twenty  two  he  was  admitted 
! to  the  bar  of  La  Fayette,  Walker  County,  Ga.  He 
j subsequently  moved  to  Ringgold.  Ga..  and  there 
I practiced  his  profession  until  1856,  when  he  chose 
j a location  in  the  southeastern  part  of  Kansas,  from 
! which  he  moved  in  July,  1858.  On  August  1. 

1858,  lie  came  to  this  State,  and  settled  in  Sebas- 
j tian  County  fur  two  years,  and  then  moved  to 
Waldron,  Scott  County.  AVhen  the  late  war 
; broke  out  he  enlisted  in  the  Confederate  service, 
j Company  B.  Gibson's  and  Chew’s  battalions,  and 
j served  as  quartermaster  in  Hawthorn’s  brigade 
for  some  time,  but  later  returned  home.  He  was 
j afterward  appointed  first  lieutenant  of  a detached 
j company  commanded  by  his  brother,  and  took  part 
! in  the  battles  of  Prairie  Spring,  Indian  Territory. 

| and  Poison  Spring,  besides  several  minor  en- 
| gagements.  He  received  his  discharge  at  Rich 
j mond,  on  the  Brazos  of  Texas,  and  immediateiv 
| returned  to  his  family,  then  in  Upshur  County. 

! Tex.,  to  find  them  in  very  destitute  circumstances, 
j He  was  ill  up  to  December,  1S67.  After  spending 
j some  time  in  Wood,  Upshur  and  Kaufman  Coun- 
I ties,  Tex.,  he  finally  chose  a location  at  this  place, 

I and  in  1868  entered  upon  the  practice  of  law,  in 
which  he  has  successfully  continued  ever  since. 
In  connection  with  a very  fair  practice,  Air.  Head 
! is  also  interested  in  farming.  He  owns  a large 
farm  of  320  acres  of  good  land,  with  100  acres 
under  cultivation  at  his  home,  and  he  and  his  son 
i own  4 40  acres,  with  130  acres  under  cultivation, 

I and  together  the}-  raise  some  thirty-five  bales  of 
cotton  annually,  besides  plenty  of  corn,  etc.  He 
has  been  twice  married.  He  was  first  married  on 
July  4,  1851,  to  Aliss  Sarah  S.  Hinton,  bv  whom 
he  became  the  father  of  the  following  children: 
i Augusta  (wife  of  Joel  Eaton,  of  this  place),  Hind 
man  C.  (an  attorney  of  this  place),  Adda  (wife  of 
i Oscar  R.  High,  of  this  place),  Dora  (wife  of  12.  J. 

| Cbeever,  now  of  Little  Rock,  Ark.),  Julie  H.  ide- 
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ceased  wife  of  Charles  D.  Johnson),  and  Alilledge, 
Beuregard  and  Eudora  (deceased).  His  wife 
died  on  October  13.  1 8 dh  and  Mr.  Head  remained 
a widower  until  1871.  On  July  37  of  that  year  he 
was  united  in  matrimony  to  Mrs.  Mary  A.  Britt, 
of  this  place,  and  they  became  the  parents  of  two 
children:  James  D. , and  one  who  died  in  infancy. 
Mrs.  Head  passed  from  life  ou  February  2.  1890, 
in  full  communion  with  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  South.  The  first  Mrs.  Head  was  a worthy 
member  of  the  Baptist  Church.  In  his  political 
views  Mr.  Head  affiliates  with  the  Democratic 
party. 

J ames  M.  Head,  a prominent  merchant  of  Rich- 
mond, was  born  in  Georgia  in  1841,  being  a son  of 
J ames  A.  and  Sarah  (Cain)  Head,  reference  to  whom 
is  made  in  other  pages  of  this  volume.  He  spent  his 
boyhood  in  his  native  State,  where  he  also  received 
his  schooling,  his  educational  advantages  being 
extremely  limited.  In  185S  he  moved  to  Sebas- 
tian County,  Ark.,  and  after  remaining  there  fob 
two  years  moved  to  Scott  County,  at  which  place  he 
was  residing  at  the  time  of  the  outbreak  of  the 
late  war,  and  it  was  from  this  place  he  enlisted  in 
the  Confederate  service  for  four  months.  At  the 
reorganization  he  was  a member  of  Company  A, 
Second  Arkansas  Mounted  Rifles,  and  served  in 
McIntosh’s  regiment.  During  the  last  three  years 
he  was  in  the  infantry  service,  and  served  in  the 
Trans-Mississippi  Department  under  Gens.  Bragg 
and  Johnson,  and  took  part  in  the  battles  of  Rich- 
mond, Murfreesboro  and  Chiekamauga.  and  with 
Johnson  from  Dalton  to  Atlanta.  He  participated 
in  nearly  all  the  battles  fought  by  Johnston’s  army 
from  the  fail  of  1802  until  the  close  of  the  war, 
and  surrendered  at  Greensboro,  N.  C.  Previous 
to  crossing  the  river  he  was  in  the  battle  of  Elk 
Horn,  besides  a number  of  skirmishes.  At  the 
close  of  the  war  he  came  to  this  place,  and  on  arriv- 
ing here  was  a financial  wreck.  He  immediately 
rented  land  and  engaged  in  farming,  and  was  thus 
occupied  until  1875,  although  in  1809  he,  in  part- 
nership with  his  brother,  had  purchased  eighty 
acres  of  land.  However,  he  continued  to  rent 
until  the  above-mentioned  date.  In  1874,  on  ac- 
count of  poor  health,  he  moved  from  Red 
River  to  the  hills  of  this  county,  and  here  for  one 
year  he  worked  his  little  farm.  In  1875  he  en- 
gaged in  mercantile  pursuits  at  this  place,  which 
he  has  very  successfully  conducted  ever  since. 
Although  not  a cotton  speculator,  he  handles  about 
050  bales  of  this  commodity  each  year,  and  does 
an  annual  business  of  about  830,000  to  >35.000. 
He  has  been  twice  married.  His  first  marriage 
was  celebrated  in  187 « to  Miss  Mary  A.  Hamilton, 


daughter  of  Paul  and  Mary  A.  (Pace)  Hamilton, 
and  their  union  was  blessed  in  the  birth  of  four 
children,  two  of  whom  have  since  died.  Those 
now  living  are  Mary  and  Hugh  L.  His  second 
marriage  occurred  in  1889  to  Miss  M.ollie  M. 
Smyl.be.  daughter  of  O.  II.  P.  Srnythe,  a well- 
known  pioneer  of  Mississippi,  and  a minister  of 
the  Presbyterian  belief.  Mr.  and  Airs.  Head 
are  both  members  of  the  Old  School  Presbyterian 
Church.  Air.  Head  has  been  very  successful 
through  life,  and  has  accumulated  considerable 
property.  Besides  his  business  and  residence 
property,  he  owns  150  acres  of  cultivated  land  and 
about  700  acres  of  wild  land,  and  is  generally  con- 
ceded to  be  one  of  the  well-to-do  and  substantial 
citizens  of  Little  River  County. 

Hon.  Hindman  C.  Head.  1'he  people  of  Lit 
tie  River  County  are  thoroughly  familiar  with  the 
name  that  heads  this  sketch,  for  it  stands  as  the 
representative  of  a man  who.  although  joung  m 
years,  is  one  of  its  most  respected  and  influential 
citizens.  Air.  Head  owes  his  nativity  to  Sebastian 
County,  this  State,  where  he  was  born  in  1800.  the 
fifth  child  born  to  the  union  of  J.  C.  and  Sarah  S. 
(Hinton)  Head,  mention  of  whom  is  made  else- 
where in  this  volume.  He  received  his  education 
in  the  common  or  free  schools  of  this  county,  sup- 
plemented by  one  term  at  the  Arkadelphia  Baptist 
School,  when  he  was  in  his  seventeenth  year,  and 
in  1S7S  and  1879  attended  the  Fayette  University, 
after  which  he  came  home  and  clerked  in  a dry 
goods  store.  Later  he  was  occupied  in  teaching 
school,  and  then  took  up  the  study  of  law  in  his 
father’s  office,  and  in  1882  was  admitted  to  tue  bar 
at  this  place,  and  is  now  practicing  in  this  and  ad- 
joining counties.  He  made  the  race  for  the  office 
of  representative  in  the  Lower  House  ol  the  State 
Legislature  in  1880,  and  was  elected,  tilling  this 
office  so  very  capably  as  to  lie  re-elected  in  188s. 
He  is  a very  promising  young  man,  and  will,  no 
doubt,  be  one  of  the  prominent  men  of  the  State 
iu  time.  His  marriage  to  Alias  Dadie  Sandeiur, 
daughter  of  P.  J.  and  Mary  Sondefur,  was  con- 
summated in  1887,  and  their  union  has  been 
blessed  with  two  little  children — Alary  S.  and  one 
unnamed.  Airs.  Head  was  horn  in  this  county  in 
1809;  she  is  a most  estimable  lady,  and  a member 
of  the  Old  School  Presbyterian  Church.  Iu  poli- 
tics Air.  Head  is  a Democrat. 

James  T.  Henderson.  In  reviewing  the  lives 
of  prominent  residents  of  Little  River  County, 
mention  must  be  made  of  Air.  Henderson,  an  ex- 
tensive farmer,  and  proprietor  of  a cotton-gin  and 
saw-mill,  of  Franklin  Township.  He  first  came  to 
this  county  with  his  parents  in  IS  11.  at  the  age  of 
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nineteen  years,  being  among  the  tirst  settlers,  and 
here  he  has  made  his  homo  uninterruptedly  ever 
since.  He  owns  a line  farm  of  320  acres,  with 
about  seventy-five  acres  under  cultivation,  and  he 
devotes  his  attention  to  tilling  this  farm,  in  connec- 
tion with  conducting1  a ginning  and  saw-mill  busi- 
ness.  He  erected  his  first  cotton-gin  about  1870, 
but  this  was  burned  in  1880,  and  soon  after  he 
built  his  present  gin,  with  saw-mill  attached,  at  a 
cost  of  about  $2,500.  The  mill  has  a capacity  of 
10,000  feet  per  day,  and  turns  out  excellent  work. 
Mr.  Henderson  is  one  of  two  survivors  of  a family 
of  five  children,  the  other  being  Wilson  Henderson, 
a resident  of  Texas.  He  was  born  in  Tennessee 
on  March  5,  1822.  being  a son  of  James  T.  and 
Mary  Elizabeth  (Usrey)  Henderson,  both  of  whom 
were  natives  of  Tennessee.  The  paternal  grand- 
father, Wilson  Henderson,  was  born  in  South  Caro- 
lina. of  Irish  and  Welsh  descent,  and  emigrated 
from  his  native  State  to  Tennessee  at  an  early  day. 
The  father  departed  this  life  in  Middle  Tennessee 
in  1.824,  and  in  1841  his  widow  emigrated  with 
her  family  to  Little  River  County,  Ark.,  where  she 
spent  the  remainder  of  her  days,  passing  from  life 
in  1805.  James  T.  Henderson  was  united  in  mar- 
riage in  1851  to  Miss  Caroline  Davidson,  a native 
of  Tennessee,  who  died  in  1856,  leaving  one  child 
(since  deceased).  After  her  death  he  remained  a 
widower  until  1865,  and  then  Miss  Mary  Jane 
Bass,  a native  of  Georgia,  became  his  wife,  and 
their  union  was  blessed  in  the  birth  of  two  chil- 
dren: Alma  M.  (wife  of  Luke  Hagerly),  and  Ida  J. 
(at  home).  He  belongs  to  the  Masonic  fraternity. 
In  politics  ho  is  a stanch  Democrat,  casting  his 
first  vote  for  James  K.  Polk,  and  has  served  as  jus- 
tice of  the  peace  for  Franklin  Township  for  twenty- 
five  years.  He  is  very  enterprising  and  public 
spirited,  and  both  he  and  wife  are  members  of  the 
Cumberland  Presbyterian  Church. 

Samuel  Henry.  Nowhere  within  the  limits  of 
Little  River  County,  Ark.,  can  there  be  found  a 
man  who  takes  greater  interest  in  its  agricultural 
affairs  than  Mr.  Henry,  or  who  strives  more  con- 
tinually to  promote  and  advance  this  interest.  He 
is  the  only  survivor  of  ten  children  born  to  James 
Henry  and  wife,  nee  Nancy  Keeney,  both  natives 
of  Tennessee.  The  father  was  a farmer  and  miller 
by  occupation,  and  followed  those  pursuits  in  his 
native  State  all  his  life.  The  mother  passed  to 
her  final  home  in  Texas,  in  1884.  Samuel  Henry 
was  born  in  Tennessee  in  1823,  and  remained  at 
home  until  be  had  attained  his  twenty-first  year, 
obtaining  his  education  in  the  common  schools  of 
his  native  State.  In  1844  he  moved  to  Georgia, 
and  there  made  his  home  for  four  years,  but  in 


1859  he  came  to  this  Slate,  settling  in  what  was 
then  Sevier,  but  is  now  Little  River  County,  where 
he  has  ever  since  made  his  home.  At  that  time 
this  State  was  rather  sparsely  settled,  and  most 
of  the  inhabitants  were  of  the  class  that  it  takes  to 
open  up  and  improve  a country — of  a hardy  race — 
pioneers  of  Tennessee  and  Alabama,  who  as  those 
States  settled  up  had  moved  to  this  then  new  State. 
The  majority  of  them  depended  largely  on  hunt- 
ing for  a living,  and  at  that  time  there  was  but 
very  little  farming  done.  On  coming  here  Mr. 
Henry  took  up  eighty  acres  of  land,  to  which  he 
has  since  added  the  balance  of  900  acres,  with 
about  150  acres  under  cultivation.  This  land  is 
located  on  the  Red  and  Little  Rivers.  In  the 
latter  part  of  1862  he  enlisted  in  the  Confederate 
cause,  joining  Hunter’s  battalion,  and  was  assigned 
to  the  Western  Department  under  Gen.  Cable,  but 
never  took  part  in  any  battle.  He  surrendered  at 
Marshall,  Tex.,  and  immediately  after  returned  to 
his  home.  At  that  time  he  owned  eighty  acres  of 
land,  and  this  he  set  about  cultivating  without 
anything  to  farm  with.  Since  then  he  has  added 
the  remaining  portion  of  his  fine  large  farm.  His 
marriage  to  Miss  Martha  Simerlv  was  celebrated  in 
June,  1844,  and  their  union  has  been  blessed  in 
the  birth  of  six  children,  two  of  whom  died  while 
quite  small.  They  are:  Mary  C.  (deceased  wife 
of  Robert  E.  Coleman,  of  this  county),  Nanev  K. 
and  Hester  M.  (at  home),  and  J.  W.  (a  farmer  of 
this  county).  Mr.  Henry  is  one  of  the  leading 
agriculturists  of  this  locality,  taking  an  active  in- 
terest in  politics,  and  casts  his  vote  with  the  Demo- 
cratic party.  He  aids  with  his  support  and 
encouragement,  the  upbuilding  of  schools  and 
churches,  as  he  does,  in  fact,  all  things  tending  to- 
ward the  welfare  of  the  community.  He  has 
served  as  justice  of  the  peace  of  his  township  for 
eight  years. 

Oscar  R.  High.  In  enumerating  the  enter- 
prising and  progressive  agriculturists  of  Little 
River  County,  Mr.  High  must  not  be  overlooked, 
for  he  is  acknowledged  to  be  one  of  the  leading 
men  of  the  community.  Llis  birth  occurred  in 
Hempstead  County,  Ark.,  in  IS 4 7.  His  parents, 
Alsa  A.  and  Betsy  (Lewis)  High,  both  of  whom 
were  Virginians  by  birth,  had  a family  of  twelve 
children,  of  whom  he  was  the  sixth  iu  order  of 
birth.  The  father  came  to  this  State  in  183o.  and 
chose  a home  in  Hempstead  County,  and  here  he 
purchased  unimproved  land,  which  he  cleared  and 
made  into  one  of  the  finest  farms  in  that  section. 
He  was  one  of  the  first  residents  of  V ashington. 
Ark.,  and  erected  one  of  the  first  hotels  in  the 
place,  which  ho  conducted  in  connection  with  his 


; 


LITTLE  LIVER  COUNTY. 


509 


fanning  operations.  He  was  one  of  the  prominent 
men  of  his  section,  and  served  in  various  official 
capacities,  acting  as  internal  improvement  com- 
missioner of  Hempstead  Comity  for  a number  of 
years.  He  died  in  1 SS3,  in  his  seventy-third  year, 
a worthy  member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  South,  as  was  also  his  wife,  who  passed 
from  life  during'  the  war.  Oscar  R.  High  was 
reared  to  maturity  in  his  native  county,  and  ob- 
tained bis  education  in  the  common  schools  at 
Washington.  In  1 S B 3 he  joined  L.  D.  Caring- 
ton's  company  of  Texas  Cavalry,  commanded  by 
Col.  Ford,  and  served  most  of  the  time  on  the  Gulf 
and  Rio  Grande,  participating  in  quite  a number 
of  minor  engagements.  He  was  at  th'e  recapture 
of  Brownsville,  Tex.,  in  1804,  which  place  the 
forces  held  until  the  close  of  the  war.  Mr.  High 
was  in  the  last  engagement  of  the  late  war  in 
which  his  side  was  victorious,  the  Confederate 
forces  being  commanded  by  Gen.  Slaughter,  and 
the  Federals  by  one  Gen.  Brown.  At  the  close  of 
the  war  he  returned  home,  to  find  his  father  at 
Austin,  Tex.  He  stayed  there  for  a short  time, 
and  in  the  fall  of  1865  came  back  to  this  State,  and 
located  in  this  county  and  engaged  in  farming. 
Our  subject  was  occupied  in  the  dry  goods  and 
grocery  business  under  various  merchants  of  this 
place  (Richmond)  until  1885,  since  which  time  he 
lias  engaged  in  farming  on  Red  River,  in  Little 
River  County,  and  is  numbered  among  the  pros- 
perous and  well-to-do  citizens  of  the  county.  His 
marriage  to  Miss  Addie,  daughter  of  J.  C.  Head, 
of  this  place,  was  consummated  in  1SS0,  and  has 
resulted  in  the  birth  of  four  children,  three  of 
whom  are  still  living:  Rainey  D.,  Ethel  E.,  Clar- 

ence B.  and  Heller.  In  1884  he  was  elected  to 
the  office  of  county  treasurer,  and  filled  that  office 
very  creditably  for  one  term.  He  belongs  to  the 
K.  of  H . and  in  politics  is  a stanch  Democrat. 

William  T.  Holman.  The  occupation  which 
this  gentleman  now  follows  has  received  his  atten- 
tion the  greater  part  of  liis  life,  and  it,  is  but  truth 
to  say  that  in  it  he  is  thoroughly  posted  and  well 
informed,  and  his  labors  in  this  direction  have  con- 
tributed very  materially  to  the  reputation  Little 
River  County  enjoys  as  a rich  farming  region. 
Ho  was  born  in  Madison  County,  Mu.,  August  9, 
1815,  the  second  of  ten  children  reared  to  ma- 
turity by  James  and  Rebecca  Tong  Holman. 
The  former  was  born  in  Kentucky  in  1781,  and 
departed  this  life  in  Texas  in  his  ninety-eighth 
year.  In  early  life  he  emigrated  to  Madison  County, 
Mo.,  where  he  resided  until  1824,  when  he  moved 
to  Hempstead  County.  Ark.,  and  there  made  his 
home  for  two  years,  subsequently  coming  to  Sevier 


County.  He  was  among  the  earliest  settlers  of 
this  county,  and  took  a prominent  part  in  its  af- 
fairs, representing  it  one  term  in  the  State  Legis- 
lature. His  first  marriage  was  consummated  in 
Kentucky,  Miss  Elizabeth  McNeil  becoming  liis 
wife,  and  they  became  the  parents  of  two  children. 
After  her  death  he  married  Miss  Rebecca  Tong,  a 
native  of  Maryland,  who  passed  to  her  final  home 
in  Paris,  Tex.,  about  1858.  Of  the  ten  children 
born  to  this  last  marriage,  six  are  still  living: 
Emily  (widow  of  Henry  K.  Brown),  William  T.. 
Nancy  (wife  of  Thomas  Guinn,  a resident  of  Sevier 
County),  Ira  N.  (a  resident  of  California),  Daniel 
(a  resident  of  Sevier  County,  Ark.),  - and  Susan 
(now  the  widow  of  Lewis  M.  Schrack,  who  makes 
her  home  in  California).  William  T.  Holman  was 
nine  years  of  age  when  his  parents  immigrated 
from  Missouri,  and  be  grew  to  manhood  in  what 
is  now  Sevier  County,  Ark.,  obtaining  his  educa- 
tion in  the  common  schools.  His  marriage  to  Miss 
Mary  Stewart,  a native  of  Hempstead  County,  was 
consummated  in  1841,  and  in  1848  she  passed  to 
her  final  home,  and  Henry  B.  Holman,  now  the 
sheriff  of  Hempstead  County,  is  the  only  survivor 
of  two  children  born  to  this  marriage.  In  18-19 
Mr.  Holman  crossed  the  plains  to  California,  and 
was  there  engaged  in  mining  and  farming  until 
4856,  when  he  came  to  this  county,  and  here  he 
has  resided  ever  since.  The  same  year  of  his  ar- 
rival in  this  county,  Miss  Eliza  Fuquay,  a native  of 
Hempstead  County,  Ark.,  and  the  daughter  of 
Thomas  W.  and  Delia  (Brown)  Fuquay,  became 
bis  wife.  Her  father,  a minister  of  the  Presby- 
terian persuasion,  was  of  French  extraction,  and 
claimed  Kentucky  as  his  birthplace.  Early  in 
life  he  moved  to  the  Indian  Territory,  coming 
thence,  in  1828.  to  Hempstead  County,  Ark. , and 
later  settling  in  Sevier  County,  same  State,  where 
be  passed  from  life  in  1859.  His  wife  was  a 5 ir- 
ginian  by  birth,  and  died  in  September,  1886,  at 
the  home  of  her  daughter,  Mrs.  Holman,  with 
whom  she  had  spent  her  last  days.  To  the  mar- 
riage of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Holman  have  been  born 
nine  children — four  sons  and  five  daughters:  Ade- 
laide (wife of  N.  T.  Richmond),  James  T.,  Mary  J. 
(deceased),  Edgar  \V.,  William  L.,  Lucy,  Frances. 
Llovd  C.  and  Elise.  Mr.  Holman  has  not  spent, 
his  life  in  idleness,  as  his  fine  farm  lying  three 
miles  northwest  of  Rocky  Comfort,  and  about  one 
and  one-half  miles  from  Indian  Territory  wi.il 
show,  and  he  devotes  his  attention  to  cultivating 
250  acres  of  the  720  acres  which  this  tract  contains. 
During  the  late  war  lie  raised  a company  (in  ISbJ) 
of  which  he  was  captain,  and  served  as  such  until 
the  surrender.  In  1808  he  was  chosen  Representa- 
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tive  of  Sevier  County,  and  served  as  such  very 
creditably  for  two  years,  during  which  time  Little 
River  County  was  formed  from  a portion  of  Sevier 
and  Hempstead  Counties.  His  first  presidential 
vote  was  cast  for  William  H.  Harrison,  and  his  last 
presidential  vote  was  cast  for  Grover  Cleveland. 
Airs.  Holman  is  a member  of  the  Cumberland 
Presbyterian  Church. 

Judge  Littleton  J.  Joyner.  Within  the  limits 
of  Little  River  County  there  is  not  a man  of'  great- 
er personal  ability  than  Judge  Joyner,  a man  of 
recognized  worth  and  substantial  and  progressive 
spirit.  His  birth  occurred  in  Lebanon,  Wilson 
County,  Tenn. , in  1822,  whither  his  parents,  Litle- 
ton  and  Parthenia  (Cartright)  Joyner,  natives  of 
North  Carolina,  had  moved  a number  of  years  be- 
fore. The  Joyners  are  of  English  descent,  and 
trace  their  ancestry  back  to  two  brothers,  Absalom 
and  Joshua  Joyner,  who  emigrated  to  America  at 
quite  an  early  day,  prior  to  the  Revolutionary  War. 
Littleton  Joyner,  Sr.,  served  as  lieutenant  in  the 
War  of  IS  12,  and  fought  with  Jackson  in  the  battle 
of  New  Orleans.  He  was  a merchant  for  a num- 
ber of  years,  but  failed.  After  his  failure  he  was 
elected  clerk  of  Haywood  County,  Tenn.,  whither 
he  had  moved  in  1827,  and  for  twenty  two  years  he 
discharged  the  duties  of  this  responsible  position 
with  entire  satisfaction  to  all  concerned.  His 
death  occurred  in  1852,  and  was  greatly  mourned 
by  all  iu  the  community  with  which  he  had  been  so 
long  and  prominently  identified.  Of  the  eight 
children  born  to  himself  and  wife — five  boys  and 
three  girls  — only  three  are  now  living:  Jesse  D., 
Alfred  B.  and  Littleton  J.  Jesse  D.  resides 
iu  Pleasant  Plains,  Independence  County,  Ark. 
He  is  now  eighty-five  years  of  age,  and  is  quite  an 
active  man.  Alfred  B.  is  an  active  elderly  gentle- 
man of  eighty  years,  and  resides  on  the  old  home- 
stead in  Tennessee.  Littleton  J.  is  the  subject  of 
this  sketch.  His  literary  education  was  obtained 
in  the  common  schools  of  West  Tennessee,  followed 
by  a collegiate  course  at  Brownsville  Institute,  Dr. 
Elija  Black,  president,  from  which  institution  lie 
was  graduated  in  1842,  and  immediately  after  he 
commenced  the  study  of  law  under  J.  W.  Strother. 
He  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  1.845,  by  Judges 
Campbell  and  Reed,  the  former  being  chancery  i 
judge,  and  the  latter  circuit  judge.  This  licensed  ' 
Mr.  Joyner  to  practice  anywhere  in  the  State  of 
Tennessee.  In  1850  he  located  in  Princeton,  j 
Dallas  County,  Ark  , and  was  occupied,  in  teaching  J 
school  at  that  place  for  four  years,  and  at,  Wash-  ; 
ington,  Hempstead  County,  for  a period  of  six 
years.  He  located  in  this  village  in  18151,  and  for 
a period  of  three  years  between  this  date  and  IBM 7 


be  was  employed  in  teaching  school.  He  opened 
up  a law  office  in  1807  and  practiced  without  inter- 
ruption until  1874,  when  he  was  elected  judge  of 
the  Eighth  Judicial  District,  and  served  fora  term 
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of  four  years.  In  1879  he  moved  to  Texarkana  and 
resumed  the  practice  of  law.  in  partnership  with 
ex-Judge  L.  A.  Byrne  of  that  place,  and  together 
they  conducted  a good  law  business  for  four  years. 
Mr.  Joyner  then  returned  to  this  place  in  1883. 
and  engaged  in  the  practice  of  his  profession,  not 
alone  for  the  purpose  of  practicing  law,  but  that 
he  might  gratify  his  taste  for  agricultural  life  on 
his  farm  on  the  Red  River.  This  farm  comprises 
2.000  acres  of  tillable  land,  separated  into  three 
different  plantations,  and  all  of  it  improved  and 
valuable.  He  also  owns  three  small  farms  in  the 
hilly  portion  of  this  county,  with  eighty-five  acres 
of  improved  land.  The  land  is  rented  and  worked 
on  shares  principally,  and  there  is  corn  enough 
raised  on  one  farm  to  supply  the  demands  of  that 
place.  He  is  one  of  the  substantial  farmers  in  the 
county,  and  is  liberal  in  religion  and  politics.  He 
has  been  twice  married.  His  first  wife,  to  whom 
he  was  married  in  1846,  was  Miss  Mary  G.  Chiles, 
daughter  of  Garland  Chiles,  of  South  Carolina, 
and  was  born  in  South  Carolina.  Her  mother, 
formerly  Eliza  Haygood.  was  a member  oE  one  of 
the  leading  families  of  South  Carolina,  some  of 
that  family  being  among  the  most  prominent  men 
of  that  grand  old  State.  The  fruits  of  this  union 
were  seven  children,  but  three  of  whom  are  uosv 
living-.  They  are  L.  Garland  (a  resident  of  this 
place),  Jesse  R.,  and  Estelle  L.  (widow  of  C.  1). 
Johnson).  Iu  1881  Mrs.  Joyner  passed  to  her  final 
home,  and  in  1884  he  was  joined  in  matrimonial 
bonds  with  Miss  Anna  L.  Derrick,  daughter  of  \\  . 
S.  and  Anna  P.  (Lyons)  Derrick.  Her  parents 
were  Pennsylvanians,  and  for  a number  of  admin- 
istrations her  father  acted  as  chief  clerk,  under  the 
Secretary  of  State.  Mr.  Joyner  is  a member  of 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  South,  as  was  his 
first  wife,  but  the  present  Airs.  Joyner  belongs  to 
the  Episcopal  Church.  The  Judge  is  a demitted 
member  of  the  A.  F.  A A.  M. , and  once  belonged 
to  the  1.  O.  O.  F.  He  is  a good  man.  and  has  the 
confidence  and  esteem  of  all  w ho  know  him. 

Fountain  A.  Mclver,  a successful  merchant  and 
agriculturist  of  Rocky  Comfort,  was  born  m Dal- 
las County,  Ala.,  mar  Selma,  on  January  30,  IS 50. 
being  the  eldest  of  five  children  born  to  Alexander 
M.  and  Elizabeth  C.  (Coleman)  Mclver,  natives 
of  South  Carolina,  born  on  July  21,  1821,  and  1S2M. 
respectively.  The  paternal  grandfather.  Gen. 
Thomas  E.  Mclver,  was  born  in  South  Carolina,  and 
departed  this  life  iu  Alabama,  whither  he  had  im- 
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liberated  about  1845.  The  Alclvers  are  of  Scotch 
extraction.  Alexander  M.  Mclver  was  a merchant 
and  fanner  by  occupation,  and  followed  these  pur- 
suits in  South  Carolina  and  Alabama  (having 
moved  to  this  latter  State  about  1845)  very  success- 
fully all  his  life.  During  the  late  war  he  served 
in  the  Confederate  army  with  the  rank  of  captain. 
He  died  in  Alabama  in  1869,  leaving  a widow  who 
still  survives,  making  her  • home  in  Evergreen, 
Ala.,  but  who  is  now  enjoying  a visit,  with  her  son, 
our  subject.  The  children  born  to  their  marriage 
are:  Fountain  A..  John  E.  (book-keeper  and  cash- 
ier for  the  Wheeley  A Wilson  Sewing  Machine 
Company,  at  Atlanta.  Ga.).  Ed  J.  (now  practicing 
dentistry  in  Alabama),  James  M.  (principal  of  the 
Fort  Deposit  (Ala.)  High  School),  and  Sallie  F. 
(assistant  principal  of  Fort  Deposit  High  School). 
Fountain  A.  Mdver  attained  his  growth  in  Ala- 
bama, and  being  the  eldest  child,  at  his  father's 
death  it  devolved  upon  him  to  manage  the  home 
affairs,  hence  his  education  was  more  limited  than 
that  obtained  by  his  brothers  and  sister.  His  mar- 
riage to  Miss  Leila  D.  Holcombe  was  consummated 
in  1875.  She  was  born  in  Mobile,  Ala.,  in  1857, 
being  a daughter  of  Henry  B.  Holcombe  and  wife. 
nee  Brigitte  Tanner,  but  her  life,  up  to  the  age  of  ten 
years  was  spent  in  Louisiana.  To  their  marriage  six 
children  have  been  given,  two  of  whom  died  in 
infancy,  three  daughters  and  one  son  survive: 
Henry  51..  Antoinette  D.,  Ethel  R.  and  Florence 
S.  In  1879,  on  account  of  failing  health.  Mr.  Mc- 
Iver  decided  to  leave  his  native  State  for  the  moun- 
tains of  Arkansas,  and  while  passing  through  this 
county  he  was  urged  to  accept  the  management  of 
one  of  its  schools.  Being  pleased  with  the  locality, 
he  was  finally  induced  to  remain,  and  for  the  six 
years  following  taught  school  continuously.  Subse- 
quently, he  entered  the  employ,  as  book-keeper,  of 
John  Read,  a leading  merchant  of  this  town,  a po 
sition  which  he  still  holds.  During  this  time  he 
invested  in  two  fine  farms,  one  lying  about  one  and 
three-fourths  miles  south  of  Rocky  Comfort,  and  the 
other  located  in  Red  River  Township,  and  he  is 
now  occupied  iu  cultivating  this  land.  He  is  an 
enterprising  citizen,  and  takes  a deep  interest  in 
all  enterprises  pertaining  to  the  welfare  of  the 
community.  In  secret  societies  he  affiliates  with 
t he  Rocky  Comfort  Lodge  of  A.  F.  A A.  M. . of  which 
he  is  secretary,  and  is  a member  of  the  K.  of  H. . 
being  reporter  of  his  lodge.  He  and  wife  are  num- 
bered among  the  prominent  members  of  the  Metho- 
dist Episcopal  Church.  South,  of  Rocky  Comfort, 
and  are  among  the  most  active  workers  in  that  body. 
He  is  now  acting  as  steward  of  this  church,  and  is 
Hie  present  superintendent  of  the  Sunday-school. 


S.  W.  McKneely.  Among  the  many  honored 
citizens  of  Little  River  County  none  are  more 
deserving  of  prominent  mention  than  he  whose 
name  heads  this  sketch.  Originally  from  Lou 
isiana,  he  first  saw  the  light  on  September  16.  1853, 
being  the  son  of  Alec  T.  and  Martha  P.  (Skip- 
witli)  McKneely.  of  Scotck-Irisk  extraction.  The 
maternal  grandfather  was  one  of  the  leading  phy- 
sicians in  the  State  of  Louisiana.  The  father. 
Alec  T.  McKneely,  was  born  in  Louisiana  about 
1834.  whither  his  parents  had  moved  from  South 
Carolina.  His  brother,  Samuel  AY.  McKneely,  was 
a soldier  in  the  Mexican  War,  and  since  then, 
while  living  in  this  State,  took  an  a'ctive  part  in 
politics.  He  also  served  in  the  State  Legislature 
of  Louisiana,  and  at  one  time  was  quite  prominent, 
politically,  in  the  State  of  Texas,  being  one  of  the 
leading  politicians  of  Bowie  County.  He  died  in 
Texarkana,  February  17.  1889,  in  his  seventy -sec- 
ond year,  and  at  the  time  of  his  death  was  one  of 
the  most  prominent  men  in  this  portion  of  the 
State.  Alec  T.  McKneely  served  during  the  latter 
part  of  the  late  war.  He  is  a farmer  and  cotton 
planter,  and  resides  in  his  home  in  Pointe  Coupee 
Parish,  La.,  where  he  is  numbered  among  the 
leading  men  of  that  section;  his  wife,  who  was 
born  June  14,  1838,  is  still  living.  They  were  the 
parents  of  five  children,  viz.:  S.  AY..  Appalona 
(wife  of  AY.  C.  Germany,  of  Louisiana),  Eustia  J. 
(wife  of  Rich  Scarborough,  of  Louisiana).  Mattie 
P.  and  Alec  T. , Jr.  (both  of  Louisiana).  S.  AY. 
McKneely  grew  to  mature  years  and  was  educated 
in  Louisiana,  and  at  the  age  of  twenty-one  engaged 
in  farming  in  this  county,  whither  he  had  pre- 
viously moved.  He  first  carried  on  his  farming 
operations  on  rented  land,  but  after  three  years  he 
purchased  650  acres  of  good  land  on  Red  River, 
about  500  of  which  are  under  cultivation,  on  which 
he  raises  from  150  to  200  bales  of  cotton  annually, 
besides  plenty  of  corn.  He  is  also  extensively 
occupied  in  breeding  horses  and  nmleb,  and  is  con- 
ceded to  be  one  of  the  leading  farmers  of  this 
locality.  He  is  one  of  the  foremost  Democrats  in 
this  county,  and  takes  an  active  interest  in  local 
politics.  In  1SS1  Miss  Sallie  Sandefur,  daughter 
of  P.  J.  and  Alary  Sandefur,  old  and  respected 
citizens  of  this  county,  became  his  wife,  and  the 
l'rnits  of  their  married  life  were  two  children: 
Samuel  S.  and  Alariah  L.  Mrs.  McKneely,  whose 
death  occurred  May  11.  1890,  was  a member  of  the 
Old  School  Presbyterian  Church. 

John  B.  McKnight,  farmer  of  Johnson  Town- 
ship. Little  River  County.  He  whose  name  heads 
this  sketch  is  well  known  in  the  agricultural  circles 
of  this  section,  and  to  the  many  readers  of  this 
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volume,  a brief  outline  of  his  life  will  prove  in- 
teresting. Originally  from  South  Carolina,  he  was 
born  in  IS 43.  the  fourth  of  seven  children  born  to 
Thomas  McKuight  and  wife,  nee  Mary  Morrow. 
Thev  were  among  the  leading  families  of  South 
Carolina,  where,  previous  to  the  war,  the  father- 
owned  a large  plantation  and  a number  of  slaves, 
which,  however,  were  all  swept  away  in  the  struggle, 
leaving  him  comparatively  poor.  He  died  in  his 
I native  State,  in  1808,  his  wife  having  passed  away 
in  1802.  John  B.  McKuight  was  reared  to  man- 
| hood  and  educated  in  York  County  (his  birthplace), 
and  at  the  age  of  twenty  years,  enlisted  in  Com- 
pany B,  Twelfth  South  Carolina  Regiment,  and 
i was  assigned  to  the  Armv  of  Northern  Virginia.  He 
was  iu  a number  of  engagements,  among  them  be- 
| iug  the  seven  days’  tight  around  Richmond,  Ma- 
| nassas,  and  at  the  battles  of  the  Wilderness,  Sharps- 
burg  and  Gettysburg.  At  the  latter  battle  he  served 
as  a non-commissioned  officer;  was  wounded  in  the 
I right  knee  at  the  battle  of  Manassas,  and  at  the 
battle  of  the  Wilderness  was  captured  and  sent  to 
Fort  Delaware,  where  he  was  retained  until  the 
close  of  the  war.  After  the  surrender  he  returned 
home,  and  finding  himself  a financial  wreck,  he  set 
to  work  to  repair  his  fallen  fortunes,  and  to  that 
end  rented  land  and  engaged  in  agricultural  pur- 
suits. He  tilled  the  soil  with  good  success  until 
! 1807.  when  he  left  his  native  State,  and  chose  a 

| location  in  Jeffer  son  County,  Ark.  Here  he  rented 
land,  and  farmed  for  two  years.  In  1870  he 
| moved  to  Hempstead  County,  locating  northwest 
! of  Washington,  where  he  took  charge  of  Dr.  Will- 
! iamson’s  plantation  for  two  years.  In  18/3  he  took 
charge  of.  and  managed  A.  O.  Stewart’s  plantation 
for  five  years,  and  in  1878  he  and  L.  It.  Mnldron 
purchased  a plantation,  known  as  the  Moore  plan- 
tation, and  for  the  next  five  years  he  was  occupied 
i in  cultivating  this.  He  then  worked  Edward  Jett's 
plantation  for  six  years,  and  then  purchased  a 
plantation  in  the  county,  consisting  of  200  acres, 
with  100  acres  under  a fine  state  of  cultivation, 
which  he  farmed  very  successfully  until  1889,  rais- 
| ing  annually  about  forty  bales  of  cotton.  At  the 
above-mentioned  date  he  leased  a farm  in  the  Red 
River  bottoms,  in  this  county,  of  about  000  acres, 
on  which  he  raises  an  average  of  two-thirds  of  a 
bale  per  acre,  his  crop  for  1889  being  185  bales  of 
cotton.  He  still  retains  his  farm  in  Hempstead 
County.  Air.  McKuight  has  never  been  married. 
He  is  a very  public-spirited  gentleman,  and  at  all 
times  takes  a deep  interest  in  the  welfare  of  tho 
county,  contributing  liberally  to  all  laudable  public 
enterprises. 

S.  S.  R.  Mills,  the  popular  sheriff  of  Little 


River  County,  was  ushered  into  the  world  in  Yalo- 
busha County,  Miss.,  in  1844.  being  the  son  of 
Joel  Mills  and  wife,  nee  Caturia  B.  Byrd.  \\  hen 
• he  was  a lad  of  eight  years,  his  parents  moved  to 
this  State  and  chose  a home  in  Sevier,  now  Little 
River  County.  Here  they  purchased  a farm, 
j slightly-  improved,  on  which  they  passed  their  life, 
he  dying  in  1871.  His  death  was  followed  in 
} 1875  by  that  of  his  widow.  They  were  the  parents 
i of  six  children,  of  whom  the  subject  of  this  sketch 
| was  the  third  in  order  of  birth,  and  the  only  one 
j now  living.  He  was  reared  on  his  father's  farm, 
i and  obtained  his  education  in  the  common  schools 
of  this  county.  In  18152,  at  the  age  of  seventeen 
j years  and  three  months,  he  enlisted  in  Company 
K,  of  Whitfield’s  Texas  Legion,  and  was  assigned 
| to  the  east  side  of  the  Mississippi  River.  He 
j took  part  in  the  battles  of  Corinth  and  Iuka.  He 
was  at  Holly  Springs,  and  participated  m the  capt- 
ure of  that  place.  Next  he  was  engaged  at  tlm 
1 battle  of  Franklin,  and  from  there,  after  the  death 
| of  Gen.  Yandorue,  he  returned  to  Mississippi, 

| and  in  June.  1803,  came  home  on  parole.  In  the 
fall  of  1863  he  made  a trip  to  Mexico  with  Iris 
| father,  returning  the  following  spring,  and  after 
I Gen.  Price  made  his  famous  raid  through  Alis- 
| souri  he  joined  Company  C.  of  Col.  Newton  s 
! regiment  of  Arkansas  Cavalry.  At  the  close  of 
| the  war  he  returned  home,  broken  in  health  and 
! purse,  and  with  his  father  engaged  in  farming  on 
rented  land.  He  was  united  in  marriage,  in  1807. 
to  Miss  Catherine  R.  McCord,  daughter  of  John 
and  Alary  G.  AlcCord.  At  the  time  of  his  marriage 
j his  worldly  possessions  consisted  of  two  Chock 
i taw  ponies,  he  now  owns  some  1, 700  acres  of  land, 
i with  about  300  acres  under  cultivation,  which  pro- 
i duces  about  100  bales  of  cotton,  besides  corn  and 
j oats,  and  other  farm  products.  In  1 878  he  was  elect- 
i ed  justice  of  the  peace  of  his  township,  and  dis- 
i charged  the  duties  of  that  office  very  satisfactorily 
for  two  years,  after  which  he  moved  to  this  place 
(Richmond),  and  during  1 SSI  and  1882  again  served 
i as  justice  of.the  peace.  Ho  made  a. successful  race 
! fov  the  office  of  county  sheriff  in  1884.  and  has 
succeeded  himself  over  since,  much  to  the  satis- 
faction of  all  concerned.  The  following  are  the 
! children  born  to  himself  and  wife:  Amelia  A. 
(wife  of  AV.  AI.  Sikes,  of  this  place),  A la.  •Lh-I, 
Henry  (deceased),  and  Kate  C.  Air.  and  Airs. 
Alills  are  worthy  members  of  the  Methodist  Epis- 
copal Church.  South.  The  former  affiliates  with 
Richmond  Lodge  No.  3420.  K.  of  H. . and  in  poli- 
tics is  a stanch  Democrat. 

Jacob  AIoou,  farmer  of  Franklin  Township. 
Little  River  County,  Ark.  In  reviewing  the  lives 
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of  prominent  citizens  of  Little  River  Comity,  the 
name  of  Jacob  Moon  is  justly  given  an  enviable 
position,  for  it  is  difficult  to  line!  one  of  the  present 
day  more  entitled  to  honorable  mention,  or  who 
possesses  to  such  an  extent  the  esteem  of  In's  ac- 
quaintances. He  owes  his  nativity  to  Georgia, 
where  he.  was  born  in  1S2G,  being  a son  of  Jesse 
and  Mary  (Phelps)  Moon,  natives  of  Georgia.  The 
former  and  the  noted  Alexander  Stephens  were 
bound  boys  in  the  same  county.  They  were  both 
taken  in  charge  of  by  Jesse  Mercer  and  sent  to 
school  at  Pen  field.  Ga, , and  both  graduated  there 
at  the  same  time,  and  afterward  became  distin- 
guished in  the  Missionary  Baptist  Church.  Jesse 
| Moon  moved  to  Alabama  in  his  forty-fourth  year, 
and  there  made  his  home  until  his  death,  in  1S48. 
His  life  had  been  passed  in  his  ministerial  labors, 
and  at  the  time  of  his  death  he  had  charge  of  the 
church  at  Salem,  Ala.  He  and  wife  were  the  par- 
ents of  thirteen  children,  live  of  whom  are  now 
living:  Jeptha  M.  (farmer  of  Miller  County),  Ja- 
| cob,  Jesse  M.  (a  farmer  of  Georgia).  H.  H.  (of 
this  county),  and  JoelC.  (of  Georgia).  The  mother 
| died  in  this  State  in  1868.  Jacob  Moon  obtained 
j his  education  at  Antioch,  Ga, . and  at  the  age  of 
| twenty  years  commenced  tilling  the  soil  on  a 
farm  in  Alabama,  given  him  by  his  father.  He 
| farmed  in  that  State  until  1858,  when  he  moved 
to  Claiborne  Parish,  La.,  and  followed  agricultural 
pursuits  there  for  three  years.  In  the  early  part 
of  1861  he  came  to  this  county  and  settled  where 
he  now  lives,  fourteen  miles  east  of  Richmond. 
He  first  purchased  eighty  acres  of  land,  to  which 
he  has  since  added  the  balance  of  400  acres.  This 
was  then  all  unimproved,  but  be  now  has  200  acres 
under  a tine  state  of  cultivation,  with  good  sub- 
i stantial  buildings,  outhouses,  etc.  His  principal 
I crop  is  cotton,  of  which  he  raises  about  forty  bales 
annually,  and  gives  considerable  attention  to  raising 
horses,  mules  and  cattle,  and  has  the  reputation  of 
raising  the  finest  hogs  in  the  county.  He  is  also 
justly  proud  of  a diploma  received  at  the  New  Or- 
leans Exposition  for  being  the  producer  of  the 
finest  cotton  grown  in  America,  or  the  world.  He 
commenced  growing  cotton  fifteen  years  ago,  and 
since  that  time  has  been  improving  the  quality  of 
ms  product,  and  since  1875  has  been  receiv- 
ing from  3 to  5 cents  per  pound  more  for  his 
cotton  (known  as  Moon’s  improved  cottou)  than 
any  other  man  in  the  United  States.  He  raised  forty 
hales  during  the  year  1889,  which  sold  for  from 
12.1  to  1 o cents  per  pound.  He  does  his  own  gin 
mug,  and  never  allows  am  other  cotton  ginned  on 
bis  gin  The  seed  of  this  cotton  sells  for  >1.50 
pm  bushel,  an  i he  does  not  raise  enough  by  < he 


half  to  supply  the  demand  for  it.  From  1802 
until  the  close  of  the  war,  Mr.  Moon  served  in  the 
Confederate  army,  the  first  two  years  as  assistant 
agent  of  I he  Commissary  Department,  but  the 
year  of  1864-05  was  spent  in  the  regular  army,  in 
Col.  Robert  Newton’s  regiment,  in  the  Trans-Mis- 
sissippi Department.  During  this  time  he  partici- 
pated in  a few  skirmishes,  but  no  regular  battles. 
His  command  was  disbanded  at  Doolie’s  Ferry,  on 
Bio-  Rod  River,  and  immediately  after  he  returned 
to  his  home,  and  resumed  his  farming  operations. 
The  close  of  the  war  left  him  in  a deplorable  state, 
all  bis  negroes  gone,  and  his  family  residing  on  a 
new  place,  without  anything  done  in  the  way  of 
making  home  comfortable.  He  was  married,  in 
1849,  to  Miss  Mary  II.  Spinks,  of  Alabama,  and 
the  fruits  of  their  married  life  were  eight  children, 
live  of  whom  grew  to  maturity:  Henry  N.  (a  farmer 
of  this  county),  J.  T.  (also  a farmer  of  this  county ), 
George  S.  (in  a dry  goods  store  in  Texarkana,  Tex. ), 
and  Caado  L.  and  Mary  A.  (at  home).  Mr.  Moon 
belongs  to  the  A.  I1.  & A.  M. , and  in  politics  is  a 
stanch  Democrat. 

Alex  R.  Moores,  a prominent  resident  of  Rich- 
mond. was  born  in  Texas,  on  January  24,  1844, 
being  the  second  of  thirteen  children  born  to  the 
union  of  Anderson  R.  Moores  and  wife,  are  Pauli- 
na T.  Jarrett,  natives  of  South  Carolina  and  Ten- 
nessee, respectively.  The  former  came  to  Texas 
(then  the  Republic  of  Texas),  at  the  age  of  fifteen, 
in  1839,  with  his  father,  or  rather  in  charge  of  his 
father's  slaves,  and  located  west  of  Texarkana,  in 
what  is  now  Bowie  County,  and  in  1842  joined  the 
Regular  Army  of  the  Republic,  and  at  the  age  of 
eighteen  years  was  commissioned  major  by  Sam 
Houston,  at  that  time  president  of  the  Republic, 
and  served  as  such  for  some  time,  although  he  was 
not  in  the  war  with  Mexico  in  1848.  When  he 
settled  in  Texas  with  his  father,  there  were  but 
very  few  people  living  west  of  the  Red  River,  and 
neighbors  were  scattering,  the  distance  being  fre- 
quently as  much  as  from  ten  to  fifteen  miles  from 
one  settlement  to  another.  Indians  were  still 
plentiful  in  this  section  of  the  State,  but  never 
gave  any  trouble,  and  murders  and  robberies  were 
almost  unknown  at  that  time.  Wild  cattle  abounded 
all  over  this  portion  of  Texas,  and  one  hundred 
miles  west  of  their  settlement  bear,  deer  and  wild 
turkeys  were  very  plentiful.  Both  the  maternal 
and  paternal  grandparents  of  our  subject  were 
among  the  early  pioneers  of  this  State,  and  the 
maternal  grandfather.  David  Jarrett.  as  surveyor 
of  this  section,  surveyed  nearly  all  the  land  in  the 
eastern  part  of  Texas.  Prior  to  his  location  here 
he  had  also  assisted  in  surveying  and  locating  the 
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